
FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, June 18, 2015— 1:15 to 4:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and select the link “Scoring Information” for any recently posted
information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rating process for this
examination begins and several times throughout the Regents Examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Regents Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process and 
procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents
Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring the Multiple-Choice Questions

For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional 
information center or large-city scanning center. The scoring key for this exam is provided below. If the
student’s responses for the multiple-choice questions are being hand scored prior to being
scanned, the scorer must be careful not to make any marks on the answer sheet except to
record the scores in the designated score boxes. Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will
interfere with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample
of the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring
process.
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COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH

Rating of Short-Constructed Responses and Essay

(1) In training raters to score student responses for each part of the examination, follow the procedures out-
lined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages (if applicable) and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: Anchor papers are ordered from

high to low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of five practice papers individually. Raters should score the five papers independ-

ently without looking at the scores provided after the five papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual

scoring. (Practice papers for Questions 26 and 27 contain scores and commentaries. Practice papers
for Question 28 only contain scores.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s short-
constructed responses and essay on the rating sheets provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) The 2-credit short responses are to be rated by one qualified rater. Each essay must be rated by at least
two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers
may not score their own students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for 
coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay, and recording
that information on the student’s answer paper.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guide,
regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Question 26

(used for 2-credit responses that refer to two texts)

Score Point 2
• presents a well-developed paragraph
• demonstrates a basic understanding of the texts
• establishes an appropriate controlling idea
• supports the controlling idea with clear and appropriate details from both texts
• uses language that is appropriate
• may exhibit errors in conventions that do not hinder comprehension

Score Point 1
• has a controlling idea

or
• implies a controlling idea

or
• has an unclear controlling idea

AND
• supports the controlling idea with partial and/or overly general information from the texts
• uses language that may be imprecise or inappropriate
• exhibits errors in conventions that may hinder comprehension

Score Point 0
•  is off topic, incoherent, a copy of the task/texts, or blank
• demonstrates no understanding of the task/texts
• is a personal response
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Anchor Paper – Question 26 – Level 2 – A

 
Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph, demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An appropriate 

controlling idea (when making life choices one must avoid another’s influence and try to listen to his or her own mind) is 

supported with clear and appropriate details from both texts [the author questions … and proposes the idea that everyone is 

“trained” to believe that the rural slow life was far more boring than fast-paced city life and The author of “The Journey” 

states that, “though the voices around you kept shouting their bad advice -” (lines 3-5), “… you didn’t stop.” (line 12)]. 

Language use is appropriate, and errors in conventions (Passage I in lines 18-22 the author and others actions) do not hinder 

comprehension. 



Anchor Paper – Question 26 – Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph, demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An appropriate 

controlling idea (Life is about finding yourself along the journey) is supported with clear and appropriate details from both 

texts (instead of taking highways with all of the other travelers, he takes back roads and scenic routes and the author instead 

of being influenced stayed true to him/herself). Language use is appropriate, and errors in conventions (passage I, fashion but, 

authors decisions) do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 26 – Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The response has an unclear controlling idea (There are many choices to make in life and some are more important than 

others and They made the life choice to separate from the crowd), supported with partial and overly general information from 

the texts (the narrator … likes to take other roads and the poem talked about escaping from a place where people pressured 

him or her). Language use is sometimes imprecise (crowd do what what others were’nt) and errors in conventions (of how him 

or her likes, trafic, grand” they, were’nt) may hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 26 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The response has an unclear controlling idea (Passage I and II share the concept and effect of Life Choices), supported with 

partial and overly general information from the texts (the Traveling group Choose to take the longer and nicer Viewing Path 

and the Narorator shows his determind Choice to block The Surroundings out). Language use is imprecise (enjoying the little 

things are most enjoyable), and errors in conventions (group Choose, Narorator Shows, his determind Choice, whats) may 

hinder comprehension. 

 



Comp. Eng. Rating Guide — June ’15 [9]

Anchor Paper – Question 26 – Level 0

Anchor Level 0 

 

The response demonstrates no understanding of the task or texts. 
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Question 26 – Practice Paper A
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Question 26 – Practice Paper B
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Question 26 – Practice Paper C
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Question 26 – Practice Paper D
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Question 26 – Practice Paper E
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QUESTION 26
PRACTICE SET ANNOTATIONS

Practice Paper A — Score Level 1 

 

The response has a controlling idea (In life there are always choices to be made. Some of these choices are extremely difficult 

to make), supported with partial and overly general information from the texts (Since this person will not make a decision 

where they are going is unclear and this demonstrates how the person made a tough decision). Language use is imprecise 

(effect for “affect”), and errors in conventions (indefinite” this, person … they, behind” this) do not hinder comprehension. 

 

 
Practice Paper B — Score Level 0 

 

The response is a personal response. There is no reference to either text. 

 

 

Practice Paper C — Score Level 2 
 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph, demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An appropriate 

controlling idea (Difficult life choices often lead to positive changes in life) is supported with clear and appropriate details 

from both texts (Rather than reach his destination as quickly as possible, the narrator takes the extra time to enjoy the journey 

and The poem ends with the narrator discovering a “new voice”, which turns out to be the narrators own voice). Language 

use is appropriate, and errors in conventions (The difficulty … lied in, narrators own, narrator … their) do not hinder 

comprehension. 

 

Practice Paper D — Score Level 1 

 

The response has a controlling idea (the choices that you make in life should be up to you and only you it should never be 

some one making descions for you), supported with partial and overly general information from one text (in the poem it states 

that throughout life you hear all these voices telling you what to do giving you all types of bad advice). Language use is 

imprecise and inappropriate (some one making descions and society tries to put everyone’s mind into one little box), and errors 

in conventions (some one, descions, your living life) that may hinder comprehension. 

 

Practice Paper E — Score Level 2 

 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph, demonstrating a basic understanding of the texts. An appropriate 

controlling idea (making certain choices in life can benefit a Person and those around them) is supported with clear and 

appropriate details from both texts (This shows how making the decision … benefits … They were able to enjoy their trip 

instead of being annoyed by traffic and having No view and They didn’t let anything stop them from achieving their goal 

which motivated them even more). Language use is appropriate, and errors in conventions (A man, The person … their 

Journey, putting her down but They made, decisions can benefit themselves) do not hinder comprehension. 
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Question 27

(used for 2-credit responses that refer only to one text)

Score Point 2
• presents a well-developed paragraph
• provides an appropriate explanation of the literary element or technique chosen
• supports the explanation with clear and appropriate evidence from the text
• uses language that is appropriate
• may exhibit errors in conventions that do not hinder comprehension

Score Point 1
• provides an explanation of the literary element or technique

or
• implies an explanation of the literary element or technique

or
• has an unclear explanation of the literary element or technique

AND
• supports the explanation with partial and/or overly general information from the text
• uses language that may be imprecise or inappropriate
• exhibits errors in conventions that may hinder comprehension

Score Point 0
•  is off topic, incoherent, a copy of the task/text, or blank
• demonstrates no understanding of the task/text
• is a personal response

Note: Since the question specifies choosing one of the authors, if the student responds using both 
passages, score the portion of the response that would give the student the higher score.
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Anchor Paper – Question 27 – Level 2 – A

 
Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph that provides an appropriate explanation of characterization in Passage I 

(the author characterizes the two different types of people he meets on the road and Although the author encounters the 

groups in a single journey, they contrast because of their personalities), supported with clear and appropriate evidence from 

the text (The first group of people are courteous, amicable, and tranquil and The second group of people the author describes 

are the busy, always rushed drivers on the freeway. The author recounts, “Cars Strung bumper to bumper to the horizon. 

Scowling faces inside”). Language use is appropriate, and errors in conventions (passage I, metropolices, near by) do not 

hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 27 – Level 2 – B

 

Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph that provides an appropriate explanation of point of view in Passage II (The 

authors use of the second point of view forces the reader to imagine themselves in the position illustrated), supported with 

clear and appropriate evidence from the text (“Though the voices around you kept shouting their bad advice.” and The 

challenge of facing the voices, bad advice, fallen branches and stones becomes the problem of the reader). Language use is 

appropriate, and errors in conventions (authors use; the reader … themselves; behind.” the; impact is achieving) do not hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 27 – Level 1 – A

 

Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The response implies an explanation of imagery in Passage I (the author uses imagary to help express his thoughts on useing 

backroads and He describes each road fully and how the scenery was grand), supported with partial and overly general 

information from the text (He explains which roads are good and bad and how his plans are deliberately indefinite and He 

makes these roads sound so beautiful and soothing that one must wonder why no one really uses them). Language use is 

imprecise (He emphasis on the fact, there for “their”, express his ideas on secondary roads), and errors in conventions (him 

and his friends, capavates, The authors use, these passage truly help) do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 27 – Level 1 – B

 

Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The response implies an explanation of the literary element of irony (showed Ironey by in the begin you thought this poem was 

talking about life ending but as the poem when on you relized it was talking about life getting better), supported with partial 

and overly generalized information from the text (Its irontic because in a blink of an eye you see a change. When it says “as 

you left their voices behind … there Was a new voice which you slowly recognized as your own”). Language use is imprecise 

(by in the begin, ironic cause it, may might not), and errors in conventions (relized; it show; own.” Which; changeing) may 

hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 27 – Level 0

Anchor Level 0 

 

The response demonstrates no understanding of the task or texts. 
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Question 27 – Practice Paper A



Comp. Eng. Rating Guide — June ’15 [23]

Question 27 – Practice Paper B
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Question 27 – Practice Paper C
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Question 27 – Practice Paper D
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Question 27 – Practice Paper E
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QUESTION 27
PRACTICE SET ANNOTATIONS

Practice Paper B — Score Level 0 

 

The response is a personal response. 

 

Practice Paper E — Score Level 1 
 

The response implies an explanation of characterization in Passage II (The Passage is a bout someone that find out what he 

needed to do to save him self), supported with partial and overly general information from the text (” determined to do the 

only thing you could do determined to save the only life you could save …” this quote show that he a dynamic character that 

believe in he’s self). Language use is imprecise (him self, that he a dynamic character, believe in he’s self), and errors in 

conventions (in Passage II, the author use, him self in this, this quote show) may hinder comprehension. 

 

 

 
Practice Paper A — Score Level 2 

 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph that provides an appropriate explanation of personification in Passage II 

(Personifying inanimate objects shows the natural difficulty one feels in overcoming the worst within them), supported with 

clear and appropriate evidence from the text (To depict the upset to his life, the narrator suggests his house “trembles” like an 

earthquake, or rather a powerful creature pulling him back to evil and The wind’s “stiff fingers” pried at the “foundation” of 

the narrator’s happiness). Language use is appropriate, and errors in conventions (passage II) do not hinder comprehension. 

 

Practice Paper D — Score Level 2 

 

The response presents a well-developed paragraph that provides an appropriate explanation of imagery in Passage II (The 

author uses imagery … to help the reader invision the story and used imagery to convey the vast spectrum of moods that were 

expressed in the passage), supported with clear and appropriate evidence from the text (When the author states, “though the 

voices around you kept shouting their bad advice” (3-5), voices are imagined, perhaps even given identies. This creates a 

harsh and judge mental mood and The following lines, “and there was a new voice, which you slowly recognized as your 

own” (27-29) gives comfort and clarity to the passage, a calm mood). Language use is appropriate, and errors in conventions 

(the reader … their head; mood, the; exerpt) do not hinder comprehension. 

Practice Paper C — Score Level 1 

 

The response implies an explanation of the literary element of point of view (The memoir excert, the author uses this as his 

point of view and he’s saying how when the roads are empty and traffic free it’s the best feeling), supported with partial and 

overly generalized information from the text (He begins talking about the highways and roads in which he drives through and 

he likes the journey rather then the place and that says something about him … most people would think the opposite). 

Language use is imprecise (then for “than” and how he’s a different), and errors in conventions (journey there, Chris and 

himself, in the wold, together he, him how) may hinder comprehension. 


