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Anchor Level 6 – A 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement and 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis (the more power some people attain, rightly or wrongly, 

the greater their potential for destructive behavior, especially toward other people around them). 

The response uses the criteria to make insightful analysis of To Kill A Mockingbird (Tom is unfairly 

found guilty by the majority of this jury, which abuses its collective legal power and acts in their own 

interests instead of making the morally correct decision to find Tom innocent) and Julius Caesar (To 

encourage Brutus’s doubts about Caesar, Cassius describes Caesar as weak and impulsive, 

flattering Brutus by saying that Brutus, a Roman Senator, would make a better leader for Rome). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from To Kill A Mockingbird to describe how abuse of power exacts its toll on the innocent 

(What she does not recognize is the racist attitudes of the majority of these men, who are too afraid 

to go against the beliefs of their society to find Tom innocent of a white woman’s accusation) and 

from Julius Caesar to explain Cassius’s abuse of power and its ramifications (To convince Brutus, 

he tells him a story about when Caesar challenged Cassius to a race across a river, during which 

Caesar nearly drowned … to begin his manipulation of Brutus). The response incorporates 

appropriate literary elements, discussing point of view, theme and characterization. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (These two pieces of literature portray how 

corruption and abuse of power can lead to negative outcomes for others). The response exhibits a 

logical and coherent structure by first interpreting and agreeing with the lens, then presenting 

information about the drastic effects great power can have on others, ending with a summary 

conclusion that reiterates the lens. The response makes skillful use of appropriate devices and 

transitions (The ramifications are quick, thereby destroying the Roman Republic, Whether the source 

… is wielded by a society … or by an individual). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Scout is, at this time, a 

naive child who does not yet comprehend the injustices of her society and These actions leave 

Caesar dead, his wife a widow, Caesar’s adopted son Octavius enraged, and Rome in the middle of 

a revolution), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Lee uses first 

person point-of-view, as events in the story unfold through the mind and developing character of a 

child, Scout Finch). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (It is a 

time of hardship for all because of the Great Depression; it is also a time of prejudice and racism for 

the black community and Cassius is shrewd). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement and 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis, stating that individuals in high positions of authority in a 

society often abuse their power and mistreat people subject to them … especially true when an 

individual has attained their power illigitmately). The response uses the criteria to make insightful 

analysis of George Orwell’s Animal Farm (The novel’s main purpose is to expose the unjust 

treatment of the Russian working class … at the hands of the elite leaders of the Russian Communist 

party) and of Shakespeare’s Macbeth (Similar to Napoleon, Macbeth’s unchecked power and ego 

enables him to unleash brutal consequences on those around him). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from Animal Farm to support a discussion of Napoleon’s tyranny (he trains the farm 

puppies to be his vicious attack dogs … to chase  his political  opponent, Snowball, off the farm; He 

works the animals to the point of exhaustion; he takes most of the food for the pigs, leaving the other 

animals with scraps) and from Macbeth to support a discussion of Macbeth’s powerlust (Macbeth 

murders King Duncan; He kills his best friend, Banquo; Macbeth murders Macduff’s entire family 

and servants). Appropriate literary elements of characterization and allegory are integrated into the 

discussion of both texts. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on characters who acquire power and then 

become selfish and despicable … in their immoral quest to maintain that power. The response 

exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first stating, interpreting, and agreeing with the lens, 

moving to examples of abuses of power and resultant consequences for each work, followed by a 

conclusion that refocuses on the lens. Transitions are skillfully used (This idea is proven true; so that 

he, himself, has complete control; Similar to Napoleon).  

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (In the first example, 

Orwell’s allegory, Animal Farm, uses a pig named Napoleon to represent the rise to power of the 

corrupt communist dictator, Joseph Stalin, during the aftermath of the Russian Revolution), with a 

notable sense of voice (He longs to take his anger out on Macduff, the man foretold to defeat 

Macbeth) and awareness of audience and purpose (Through the use of characterization, the brutal 

and egotistical natures of both main characters … are exposed). The response varies structure and 

length of sentences to enhance meaning (Although the hens do not want to be exploited, Napoleon 

starves them until they comply with his demands; nonetheless, many hens die). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (refering and 

illigitmately) and grammar (an individual … their and power and ego enables) only when using 

sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – A 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement and 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis by disagreeing with it (I disagree with it because 

frequently one who may be characterized as weak and lacking in power … has the potential to cause 

strong and negative hardships on others). The response uses the criteria to make an insightful 

analysis of Ethan Frome (Although Ethan lacks power over anything other than himself and his own 

decisions, he is still able to inflict abuse upon Zeena through his actions and poor decisions) and 

The Glass Menagerie (Tom’s lack of power leads to the “abuse” he inflicts upon Amanda and 

Laura). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence to discuss 

how the protagonists … lack power, but produce, through weak decisions, negative results on the 

lives of their families. The response discusses how Ethan can be characterized as weak because of 

his inability to accept and to face the results and consequences of the decisions he makes, including 

his own marriage and how Tom’s weakness is seen … as he often places his own desires above the 

needs of the family whom he dutifully supports. The appropriate use of the literary elements of 

setting in Ethan Frome (the cold, desolate town of Starkfield) and internal conflict in both works 

(Ethan becomes blinded by his guilt and it is his unsuppressed guilt) help to further enhance the 

discussion. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on characters who are emotionally weak and make 

poor decisions, which have extreme negative impacts on their families. The response exhibits a 

logical sequence of ideas by first disagreeing with the critical lens, then presenting the situations 

faced by the characters in each work that lead to their irrational decisions, that translated into a form 

of abuse of family members, and concluding with a summation. Transitions are appropriately used 

(Although it was not, This decision resulted, Under these circumstances, Ultimately). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (one’s power does not dictate the severity and never able to 

truly escape the life that he loathed as he is haunted by the guilt), with evident awareness of 

audience and purpose (Edmund Burke’s quotation is proven to be false). The response varies 

structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (However, Ethan’s marriage 

prohibits his pursuit, bestowing upon him the realization that as long as he remains with Zeena, he 

will never be able to be with Mattie). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (quarrellsome and 

ackknowledge) and punctuation (Suddenly Ethan and and in many instances they) only when using 

sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat stronger in 

meaning. 
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Anchor Level 5 – B 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that Sometimes people abuse this power and use it for the wrong reasons, hurting 

the people around them. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of 

Macbeth (Macbeth’s greed and hunger for control lead him to abuse his power as king) and 

Frankenstein (Victor Frankenstein, too, is given a large amount of power, which he only uses 

negativley). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

Macbeth to explain the immoral things Macbeth does (When hearing that Banquo’s son was a threat 

to Macbeth’s title, he orders him killed, even though he is innocent and he orders his knights to 

execute all women, children and servants in Macduff’s castle) and from Frankenstein to explain 

Victor’s arrogance (he uses his power … to create a monster and he gives him all the biggest and 

“best” features so that the creature looks unapproachable). The response incorporates a discussion 

of characterization for both texts. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens, on the idea that the more power a person is 

given, the more harm they can inflict with it). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first 

interpreting the critical lens and agreeing with it, then presenting evidence from each text to support 

the interpretation, and concluding with a conclusion that restates the lens and its interpretation. The 

response uses appropriate transitions (In other words, However, For example). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Although Macbeth rules a kingdom and Frankenstein an 

experiment, their greed and arrogance lead them to make poor decisions, which only have negative 

outcomes for themselves and the people around them), with evident awareness of audience and 

purpose (In both the novel … and the play … Macbeth and Dr. Frankenstein abuse the power they 

obtain and harm others). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and 

pacing (As they grow in greed and arrogance, they use this power to inflict harm). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Shakespere and 

negativley) and punctuation (asked this and castle, when) only when using sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 5 – C 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the “critical lens” that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that the more power given to a single person or to a group often results in 

destruction and abuse for those without that power. The response uses the criteria to make a clear 

and reasoned analysis of Night (because the Germans had the power to commit such vulgar acts, 

people were abused and, as a result, an unimaginably amount died) and To Kill A Mockingbird 

(because of the power that the white men had in the town, it caused not only death, but also the 

harrassement of those who tried to help the innocent). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from both 

texts to support a discussion about the abuse of power. In Night, the Jews were treated like animals 

(They had been put in cattle cars, 80 people each, with only a barred window and they were 

threatned to be shot like dogs) and To Kill A Mockingbird (a man and his family … go against the 

ideas … of their racist southern town and the antagonist used his power and status to convict 

Robinson and also harrass Atticus Finch and his family). The response uses appropriate literary 

devices, referencing setting in the discussion of Night and setting and symbolism in the discussion of 

To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the idea that the more power someone or a 

group is given, the more harm they can cause. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by 

first interpreting and agreeing with the critical lens, then presenting situations from each text that 

show how power created abuse and death, ending with a summary conclusion. The response uses 

appropriate transitions (Another example, As one can see, In conclusion). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (They were first coralled into the ghettos by their own 

Hungarian police and then moved to the concentration camp and Atticus had not only been brave for 

defending Robinson, but he also taught his children not to judge anyone), with evident awareness of 

audience and purpose (These two novels and both their protagonists and antagonists help prove the 

quote to be true). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing 

(In the memoir Elie shares several atrocities that he witnessed, one being a young boy, Pipel, being 

hung). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (coralled, threatned, falsly, 

accused, harrassement), punctuation (abuse”, This; the protagonist Elie is; he wanted to study … 

this act makes him; Finch’es), capitalization (cabbala), and usage (an unimaginably amount and 

quote to be proved) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – A 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis (This 

means that if there is more power or authority, the potential for greater abuse of the power becomes 

more evident) and then disagreeing with it (I do not agree with this quote because sometimes people 

who appear to be powerless, can prove to be even more powerful than the authority trying to control 

them). The response makes implicit connections between the criteria and One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest (Even though McMurphy gets a lobotomy and is like a vegetable after attacking 

Nurse Ratchet, McMurphy still wins) and The Crucible (Even though he was killed, John left his 

family with a good name and let everyone know Abigal was a harlot). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from both 

texts to show how the setting of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (takes place in a mental 

institution) and of The Crucible (the Puritan town of Salem, Massachusetts in the 1600s) influences 

the central conflict in each text (A conflict develops when McMurphy is sent to her ward instead of 

prison … He challenges her authority and After getting caught in the woods dancing, in order to 

save themselves, they started blaming others in the town, saying they … were the real witches). The 

response incorporates appropriate use of literary elements from both texts. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (In each of these books, those in power, Nurse Ratchet and 

Abigal, went too far with their power and abuse which led to better situations overall and made them 

less dangerous). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting and disagreeing 

with the lens, then presenting separate paragraphs from each work to demonstrate how the abuse by 

those in power led to their downfall and to a better situation overall, and concluding with a 

summation. Internal consistency is somewhat weakened by a lack of transitions in the two 

supporting paragraphs. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (As you can see, the quote 

… isn’t always true). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length 

(They were so convincing that they soon became part of the court system which put them in a 

powerful position). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (schedual, whatch, priviledges), 

punctuation and grammar (patients life) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat stronger in 

development. 
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Anchor Level 4 – B 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis (when 

one individual dominates all the power, that power is inevitably going to be abused). The response 

makes implicit connections between the criteria and Macbeth (The power he attained transfonmed 

him into an evil man) and Lord of the Flies (Jack’s abuse of power and poor leadership led to the 

deaths of two boys on the island). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant evidence from 

Macbeth (Once loyal to his king, Macbeth murders the innocent King Duncan to obtain his goal) and 

Lord of the Flies (Once Jack attained complete control over majority of the boys, he was able to 

manipulate them into killing not just pigs, humans as well). The literary element of characterization 

is alluded to in both texts (the protagonist, Macbeth transforms from a noble thane to an evil king 

and the antagonist Jack Merridew abuses his power), but is not specifically developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the claim that power in the wrong hands leads to 

destruction. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting and agreeing with 

the lens, then presenting separate paragraphs for each work to support the interpretation, ending with 

a summary conclusion. Internal consistency is weakened in the discussion of Macbeth by the focus 

on Macbeth’s rise to power rather than the destruction that ensues once his powerful position is 

attained. 

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Power is usually 

allocated amongst a few smart individuals that check each other to prevent corruption), although at 

times inexact (the more the abuse; over majority of; pigs, humans as well). The response 

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (The play begins as the noble 

Macbeth decapitates an enemy in battle, proving his loyalty to Scotland and King Duncan). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (oppurtunity and transfonmed), 

punctuation (abuse.” Stated by Edmund Burke means; the protagonist, Macbeth transforms; 

“destiny”.; death’s of innocent lives), capitalization (history. this), and grammar (has been proved; 

Macbeth is ruthless. The power he attained transfonmed him; antagonist Jack Merridew abuses his 

power. Jack forced his way) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – C 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis (Many 

times people with a lot of power use that power to good). The response makes implicit connections 

between Pride and Prejudice (Mr. Darcy through does not use his power to abuse the Benets) and 

Les Miserables (Jean Valjean does not misues his great power by abusing others). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with reference to specific and relevant evidence from 

Pride and Prejudice to discuss how, despite his proud and pompus characterization, Mr. Darcy is 

also kind and compassionate and even though he is powerful, he does not abuse his power and he 

actually helps the Bennets bring back Elizabeth’s younger sister. The discussion of Les Miserables 

is less developed stating only that Jean Valjean creates jobs and raise a little orphan girl. The 

response uses the appropriate literary device of setting to help further the discussion. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that Power does not automaticly mean abuse. 

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first stating and disagreeing with the lens, then 

moving to a discussion of each work, and finally ending with a summary conclusion. Internal 

consistency is weakened by general statements in the discussion of Les Miserables (Many rich 

people abused the poor people until the poor people revolted) that shift the focus from the character 

of Jean Valjean to a commentary on the political characteristics of the time. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (con-man officer and lots of corruption) that is sometimes imprecise (use 

that power to good and through for “though”), with little awareness of audience and purpose 

(Elizabeth … wants nothing to do with him and his money). The response exhibits some attempt to 

vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (Which is the opposite of 

Burke’s statement). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (charactized, pompus, especilly, 

misues), punctuation (“Pride And Prejudice”, In Jane Austen novel, Benets he), and grammar (Mr. 

Darcy and Jean Valjean use his, has ran away, creates jobs and raise) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker in 

language use. 
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