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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4–A 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (The author of this text intended to make the reader question their perception of 

life and the idea of living) and a writing strategy (this is done through the use of figurative language) that clearly establishes the criteria 

for analysis. The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of figurative language to question why people are 

reluctant to change (“Why should we knock under and go with the stream?”) and forces the reader to reconsider life in a broader way 

(“Let us settle ourselves … till we come to a hard bottom … which we call reality”). The response presents ideas clearly and 

consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis of the traditional concept of time and reality 

(“Time is but a stream I go a-fishing in … Its thin current slides away, but eternity remains”). The response exhibits logical 

organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response by first introducing both the central idea and the 

writing strategy, then discussing how specific metaphors from the text support the main idea, and concluding with a summation of the 

central idea and a  challenge to the reader (the author challenges the reader to discover the truth of what it means to live and then to go 

forth and actually do it.) The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (While each 

person has unique perceptions on living, the author presented ideas that clash with some of the most common notions.) The response 

demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors (reader … their). 



Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4–B 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (The author of this passage is trying to get readers to find something in their life 

that they can learn from and appriciate) and a writing strategy (Symbolism is used to enhance the quality of an authors work) that 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of symbolism, stating 

that “nut shells” and “mosquito’s wings” are distractions that we should ignore in order to look at the bigger picture. The response 

presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (The author’s “day” 

symbolizes … a lifetime in perspective for readers and mud and slush represents the unfair or hard nature of human beings such as 

opinions, prejudice, or tradition). The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 

response by first introducing the central idea and the writing strategy, then explaining how specific symbols from the text support the 

main idea, and concluding by stating that symbols give readers something to refer to as they try to understand the authors message, 

and represent a bigger meaning. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (For 

example, our dinner or evening should be something that gets us back to reality, or wakes us up). The response demonstrates partial 

control of the conventions with occasional errors (their life, your view, ingnore, through out, obstical, over come, authors message) 

that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (Thoreau feels that society should become more connected to the natural world) and 

a writing strategy (He does this through parallel structure) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an 

appropriate analysis of the author’s use of parallel structure to develop the central idea (The repetition of the word “let” in the 

second paragraph is meant to enumerate all of the different experiences one can have if they were to “live deliberately”). The 

response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (The repetition of the word 

“if” in lines 20 to 21 show that conflicts might arise if one were to become more connected to nature and he uses parallel 

structure to show just how horrible the condition of humanity is and how it is spreading to all aspects of society). The response 

exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information by stating in the first sentence that Thoreau feels that humanity has 

lost its connection with nature and then presenting information in the following paragraph to support this idea, ending with a 

concluding paragraph that restates the central idea and writing strategy (Thoreau wants the reader to consider living a more 

natural life. He uses parallel structure to reiterate the benefits of it) to create a coherent response. The response establishes and 

maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (They are bombarded with the issues that society is facing 

and the different aspects of life these issues are affecting). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent 

errors (one … they, repetition … show). 

Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – A
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Anchor Level 3–B 

The response introduces a clear central idea (one should not forget the actuality of life and embrace its hidden simplistic ways) and a 

writing strategy (To allow the reader an opportunity to better understand his choice of words and meaning, the author applies the use 

of imagery) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of imagery to 

develop the central idea (Imagery is a literary element that paints a subliminal picture for the reader so that they may further grasp the 

author’s work. Imagery is used … comparing the turbulent moments of our lives to a racing stream). The response presents ideas 

sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (Days come and go, people are met and lost, and death is 

intimate and The author continues to express the aspects of life, such as time, as a pool where one drinks yet realizes the true depth 

time has in the meaning of life), using appropriate quotations from the text to reinforce the observations made. The response exhibits 

acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response by first addressing the central idea of the text, 

introducing the author’s view upon life and his attitude toward nature (it is an ideal way to confront life), then providing a discussion of 

the author’s use of imagery by references to a racing stream and to time. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using 

appropriate language and structure with a few lapses (one must not wane and it is not as livid). The response demonstrates partial 

control of conventions with occasional errors (intimate, therefore; hidden simplistic; People … their life; regaurdless; reader … they; 

present so; existance) that do not hinder comprehension. 



Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – C

 

Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (the author intends to convey an importance of simple life pleasures) and a writing strategy 

(through the use of imagery) that establishes the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s 

use of imagery to develop the central idea (“I wanted to live deep & suck the marrow out of life to live so sturdy and Spartan-like” This 

shows that life is not worth living unless it is fully appreciated and this imagery of the author drinking in life every moment & wanting 

to live in the most basic way shows his message of making every moment count). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making 

adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (He further supports evidence that every moment is significant in the quote, 

“living is so dear” and the author wants to ingest each moment & to absorb all he can). The response exhibits acceptable organization 

of ideas and information to create a coherent response with an introduction that presents the central idea and writing strategy, a body 

paragraph that supports the central idea and strategy with appropriate examples and a conclusion that refocuses on the central idea (In 

conclusion through imagery the man makes it clear that he believes that each moment is something to be cherished). The response 

establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (Through his use of nature the author conveys that 

life is short & each moment must be appreciated), although the response contains ampersands. The response demonstrates emerging 

control of conventions with some errors (nature the author; short & each; memerable; like” This; appreciated, the author; can, this 

imagery; conclusion through; miricales; extra ordinary; existance; Overall time; short life) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The response introduces a central idea and a writing strategy (the author uses setting to tell the reader that life in the forest is better 

then how we are alive today). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of setting to develop the central idea 

(the Author says how its better to live on the land, then it is to live in society today). The response presents ideas inconsistently, in an 

attempt to support analysis (he uses setting to compare the live in the forest to those not. And tells how its not much different). The 

response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, briefly mentioning different aspects of setting, thereby failing to 

create a coherent response (This is done through setting by telling the importance of all the natural resources). The response lacks a 

formal writing style, using language that is basic (by explaning things and do all ourselves) and imprecise (better then how we are 

alive; how its better; compare the live in the forest, to those not; Author saying). The response demonstrates partial control of 

conventions with occasional errors (liteature; utalize; Setting; explaning; enviroment; ourselves. he) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – B

 
Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The response introduces a central idea and a writing strategy (the author uses imagery to prove that one shouldn’t be afraid to embrace 

life). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea (This quote is saying 

not to worry about what knocks you down in life because it will get better). The response presents ideas inaccurately in an attempt to 

support analysis (The author was trying to prove that life isnt all bad; When you’re down, look at the bright side; This pictures to me a 

car driving the bad things in life). The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, presenting loosely related 

ideas about the good and bad things in life, failing to create a coherent response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that 

is imprecise (its only, this invision, it from its, pictures to me, to strong). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions 

with some errors (shouldnt; isnt; goes on I can; says “let; mosquitoes wing; better, its; life. Meaning) that hinder comprehension. 



Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The response introduces a central idea and a writing strategy (it shows the literary element of imagery because as the reader you 

can see and almost feel and picture the author wanting to be free and let nature teach him of his teachings). The response 

demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea (This just made me feel the author 

and how he feels about life and him being out in the open). The response presents little evidence from the text, referencing one 

quote in support of the central idea and the writing strategy (“I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately to front 

only the essential facts of life”). The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, presenting only a 

series of unrelated ideas (how he feels about life … being out in the open how god and the devil is owned), failing to create a 

coherent response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise (show/put, teach him of his teachings, 

made me feel the aulhor, would feel like to be, the author ever experienced troubl to experience life). The response demonstrates 

emerging control of conventions with some errors (life” when the author says this it shows, reader you can see, the open how 

god, the open to be free) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The response introduces an incomplete central idea (If you gave me a nice peice of land on water front Alaska. I would be out of New 

York, faster than you can say fast), not referring to the task or introducing a writing strategy. The essay demonstrates no analysis of a 

writing strategy and develops the central idea through personal response (With Alaska you have the best fishing, and hunting in the 

WORLD!). The response presents no evidence from the text. The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas, presenting 

loosely related ideas on various aspects of living in Alaska, failing to create a coherent response. The response lacks a formal style (you 

got the best snowmobeil riding in the WORLD!), using language that is basic, inappropriate, and imprecise (They got it all, your 

looking at about 10+ secounds of hang time, Your gonna go out side, The meat is trash). The response demonstrates emerging control 

of conventions with some errors (all. 30 to 45 minutes; They got some crazy lines, hills, drifts, You hit one of those drifts; During July 

when the sammon are running; the sammon are dieng) that hinder comprehension. The essay must be scored no higher than a Level 1, 

since it is a personal response and makes little or no reference to the task or text. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

 

Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The response introduces a confused and incomplete central idea (he’s saying that he had not lived, but yet he is alive) and demonstrates 

a minimal analysis of the author’s use of figurative language to develop the central idea (One of the literary technique the author used 

was figurative language). The response presents little evidence from the text. The response is minimal, making assessment of 

organization, language and conventions unreliable. 



Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C



Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 1 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 1. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 
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Map to the Common Core Learning Standards 

Regents Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) 

January 2015 

 
Question Type Credit Weight Standard 

1 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

2 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

3 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

4 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12)  

5 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

6 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

7 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 

8 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

9 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

10 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

11 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

12 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 

13 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 

14 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

15 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

16 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

17 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

18 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

19 MC 1 1 RI.6 (11-12) 

20 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 

21 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

22 MC 1 1 RI.6 (11-12) 

23 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

24 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

Part 2 

Argument 

Essay 

Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 

Part 3 

Expository 

Response 

Response 4 2 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2015 Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) will be posted on the Department’s
web site at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ by Monday, January 26, 2015. 
Conversion charts provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination
in English Language Arts (Common Core) must NOT be used to determine students’
final scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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