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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

32 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Paragraphs 1 through 4 are alike because they all tell why a kitten makes a great pet. They make a great pet 

because they don’t need a lot of space.  They also are neat and tidy.  
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 1 through 4 are alike (they 

all ask questions about kittens and then they answer it). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Have your parents said that a pet 

would be too messy in the house? Kittens are neat and tidy animals” and “Do your parents think it costs too 

much for a pet? You can tell them that kittens are not too expensive”). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 1 through 4 are alike (talks 

about how kittens could be easy to take care of). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (in paragraph 2 it says kittens are neat and tidy 

animals and In paragraph 3 and 4 it says, “kittens do not need a lot of sparc”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 8 

 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 1 through 4 are alike 

(because they all ask questions and give good reasons why you should have a kitten). The response provides 

a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (they need little 

space and they bathe their selves). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 1 through 4 are alike 

(because each paragraph has a question); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 1 through 4 are alike 

(because they talk about how that it isn’t hard taking care of kittens); however, the response does not provide 

two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of details from the text as required by the prompt (Kittines are a 

good pet and kittines are not texpensive); however, the response does not provide a valid inference to explain 

how paragraphs 1 through 4 are alike. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

Although this response addresses the concept of convincing your parents, it does not address any of the 

requirements of the prompt.  
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

Although this response uses the word “convinceing,” it does not address any of the requirements of the 

prompt. 

 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

33 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

The author includes the cost of raising a kitten because she wants parents to know kittens are not very 

expensive, but they still cost some money.  Every year a kitten will need shots, which can cost over $100.  

Parents also might have to take it to the veterinarian if it gets sick and needs medicine. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author included the cost of raising 

a kitten in the passage (the passage is about how to raise a kitten).The response provides two concrete 

details from the text as required by the prompt (kittens can become ill and they may need medicine and Every 

year your kitten would need shots). This response uses complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  



 

Page 16 

 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author included the cost of raising a 

kitten in the passage (because He or she wanted to show that kittens don’t cost much) The response provides 

two concrete details from the text as required by the prompt (you can adopt kittens from animal shelters and 

you can look in newspapers to find people who are giving away kittens for Free). This response uses 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author included the cost of 

raising a kitten in the passage (Kittens are not expencive). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text as required by the prompt (you adopt kittens from animal shelters and 

look in the newspaper to find people who are giving away kitten for free). This response uses complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author included the cost of 

raising a kitten in the passage (because thats inportant information); however, the response only 

provides one concrete detail from the text for support (Your kitten will need a shot to keep healthy and 

this can cost over $100 somtimes). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

33  

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author included the cost of raising a 

kitten in the passage (One reasen is so the parents will know that it is not expensive); however, the response 

only provides one concrete detail from the text for support as required by the prompt (that kittens food is not 

that expensive). This response uses complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author included the cost of raising a 

kitten in the passage (because parents are usally saying no because they’re worried that kittens cost too 

much); however, the response provides no concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt. This response uses complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (because kittens can calm you down). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is unintelligible. 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

34 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
In “Excerpt from Leaving Emma,” the reader learns that Emma is a helpful and caring person.  This is 

shown through her actions throughout the story.   

I think Emma is a helpful person because she is good about helping her mom while her dad is away.  One action 

that shows this is when she rakes the leaves for her mom.  Emma doesn’t complain about it all, and even makes 

it fun by inviting her friend, Tem, to help. Another way she is helpful is when she helps Tem with the North 

Dakota report.  She did a lot of research and drew a flag for the cover.  These details show she is a hard worker 

and will help out when needed. 
There are many examples in the story that show Emma as a caring person.  For instance, when she holds 

her dad’s pocket watch at night thinking about him it shows she is caring.  The text states, “When I wound the 

watch, I thought about how I wanted time to speed up to bring Dad home, and I wanted time to slow down so 

Tem could be my best friend longer.”  These thoughts show Emma is thinking every night about her dad and 

missing him.  She also really cares about Tem and is wanting time to slow down so they can be together 

longer.  Another action that shows Emma is caring is when she makes a journal.  She writes words in the 

journal so she can remember things to talk about with her dad.  I think this is a thoughtful thing to do because it 

shows how she misses her dad and wants to share her life with him each day.   
In this story Emma is a helpful and caring person.  You can see this when she helps her mom, is a good 

friend to Tem, and misses her dad. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 
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GUIDE PAPER 1c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(The kind of person Emma is is a person who cares about things). The response demonstrates 

comprehension and analysis of the text (This detail shows that they have a good relationship since they 

worked together for a long time and this detail showed how she helped with a project). The topic is 

developed with relevant, well-chosen details throughout the essay (According to paragraph 1, the 

author states that “it took Tem and me two weeks to finish with North Dakota.” and Emma’s actions 

show how kind she is by being helpful. According to paragraph 3, the author states that “now mom said 

raking the leaves was my job”, and Also, according to paragraph 1, the author states that “we had to 

research the official state things like the bird, flower, and song, as well as the state history and what 

important people came from North Dakota.”). A concluding statement that follows clearly from the 

topic is provided (In summary, these details illustrate Emma’s reations and feelings throughout the 

story). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

34 

   

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 

  

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(Emma is a beloved person and I think Emma is very thoughtful). The topic is developed with relevant, 

well-chosen details throughout the essay (Emma and her father always would rake the leaves together 

and Emma would hold her dad’s pocket watch in her hand to remind Emma of him and She made a list 

of things she did). Related information is clearly grouped together and ideas are connected using linking 

words (I say this because, furthermore, Also). This response provides a concluding statement that 

follows clearly from the topic (I think Emma is a beloved and thoughtful person). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (In 

this story, I learned about the kind of person Emma is and I will show what kind of person Emma is). 

This response demonstrates comprehension and analysis of the text (Emma is a hardworking person). 

The topic is developed with relevant facts throughout the essay (her and her friend, Tem, raked a big 

pile of leaves and her and Tem made a report about North Dakota). The response skillfully connects 

ideas using linking words and phrases (One example and Another example) and provides a concluding 

statement that follows clearly from the topic and information presented (Therefore, Emma is a 

hardworking person and her actions show that she is a very hardworking person). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Emma is 

the kind of person who is up for challenges, she is nice and Emma seems patient).  The response is 

developed with relevant details (Emma and Tem had to find out state things like the bird, flower and 

their song and When Emma asked her mom if she wanted to learn to type, she said she couldn’t and 

Emma said you should learn). The response clearly and consistently groups related information 

together. The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (That’s why I 

think Emma is up for challenges, nice and patient). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

34 

  

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 

  

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Emma is a 

good carring person in manny ways).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension of 

the text. The topic is developed with relevant details throughout the essay (she invited Tem over to her 

house to help her rake and she wants to speed time up with her dad’s watch so she can bring home her 

dad and she can slow time down so Tem can be her best friend longer and that night after her bath and 

after she got into bed she got her dad’s pocken watch).  Ideas are connected within categories of 

information using linking words and phrases (One way is, another reason is, Also).  The concluding 

statement follows from the topic and information presented (These where my reasons that Emma is 

carring). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional 

errors that do not hinder comprehension (where, carring, pocken, a wile, mooved). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 

  

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Emma is a 

kind girl and Emma is a person who is helpful and smart). The topic is developed with relevant details 

throughout the essay (she is helpful because she raked the leaves for mom, she wants time to go by so 

that her father is home, she also wrote down things to share with her father). This response provides a 

concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (The reasons in 

this essay show what kind of person Emma is and why). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (wich, thats, studys). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Emma is 

kind, smart and sad).  The topic is developed with relevant facts throughout the essay (she knows her 

mom loves typing and she gets her mom to type and she askes if her freind can beher partner because at 

the end of the school year her best freind Tem will move).  A concluding statement is not provided.  The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not 

hinder comprehension (freind). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(She feels sad).  The topic is partially developed with the use of textual evidence (Emma’s dad in 

Turkey and her best friend, Tem, is moving and Emma uses her dad’s watch to make her feel better).  

No concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (dad in Turkey, make her feel 

better that even though her dad’s in Turkey). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Emma is 

a nice person and a caring person). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only 

develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (because in the text it said “I wanted time to slow 

down so Tem can be my best friend longer”). No concluding statement is provided. This response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions (run-on sentence). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Emma is 

a caring nice little girl) The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas 

with minimal, occasional evidence (in the story her actons are really nice and in the stoy she does not 

have one mean or rude acton). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding 

statement is provided. This response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some 

errors that may hinder comprehension (stoy and acton). 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Emma is 

a thoughtful person) The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas 

with minimal, irrelevant evidence (Emma misses her farther, who is working in turkey).  The response 

exhibits no evidence of organization and lacks a concluding statement. The response demonstrates 

emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (farther and  

turkey). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task (Emma is a really 

nice person). The response provides no evidence. The response exhibits no attempt at organization and 

provides no concluding statement. The response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions (run-

on sentence). 
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the task and provides inaccurate information 

(Emma is sneaky and takes stuff from people).  The response does not provide a concluding statement 

and demonstrates emerging command of conventions (emma, shes, dads). 
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the task and provides evidence that is 

completely irrelevant (Emma kind the person is the home to everybody the world and in the city). The 

response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder 

comprehension (when she person she said stat to talk the make ferind to be ferind togetter). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

35 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Roger asks questions to help Mary learn and figure out why plants stink.  Roger asks Mary why she thinks the 

skunk cabbage smells so bad. Then, he has her look closely to find the answer, that it attracts insects.  Roger 

also asks Mary questions about the difference between skunk cabbage and wild garlic.  She learns how the 

smelly leaves of garlic protect the plant from insects. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Roger asked Mary so many 

questions (because he wanted Mary to learn more about skunk cabbage and wild garlic).  The response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (she 

learned that skunk cabbage atractes insect and wild garlic keeps them away and she also learned that 

plants stink for different and sometime opposite reasons).  This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Roger asked Mary so many 

questions (because he want Mary to learn somet).  The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“On the way back Mary reviewed 

what she had learned on her stinky plant hike” and “Think said Rodger and look again”).  This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.   

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Roger asked Mary so many 

questions (Roger asked Mary many questions so Mary can learn from them).  The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Roger asked 

Mary why do they stink; First Mary said to keep people away. Then she said with proudness to attract 

insects).  This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Roger asked Mary so many 

questions (Roger aske’s Mary all those questions becuse he whante her to compare the two plant they 

saw); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“How is the 

garlic plant similar to the skunk cabage plant”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Roger asked Mary so many 

questions (Roger asks Mary so many questions to improve her knowladge on plants); however, the 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Mary liked hiking with Roger 

because he knew about plants”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 56 

 

GUIDE PAPER 6 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Roger asked Mary so many 

questions (Roger asked Mary so many questions because he wanted Mary to think for her self); 

however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Mary asked again her shoe 

accident-all. Mary and Roger came to an open, grassy field). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (When they fly or crawl. Sulfur-

like compound). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

36 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

The author repeats “E-e-e-w, what stinks?” to let the reader know that Mary will find a stinky plant and learn 

about it.  The first time she pokes a plant with a stick and finds it smells like skunk.  The second time she says 

it, her shoe crushes a plant that smells like garlic and it makes her eyes water. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author repeats “E-e-e-w, what 

stinks?” in paragraphs 1 and 19 (because Mary discovers that the plants set off a stinky gas). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (The first plant was the skunk cabbage that smells like a skunk, and it attracts insects and The 

other plant is the wild garlic and it smells like garlic and it make Mary wipe her eyes).  This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author repeats “E-e-e-w, what 

stinks?” in paragraphs 1 and 19 (The author did this because both plants did not smell good). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (in paragraph 5, it says Mary leaned down. She poked on with a stick, “These smell like skunk”, 

she said and in paragraph 20, it says “This smells like garlic”, she said). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author repeats “E-e-e-w, what 

stinks?” in paragraphs 1 and 19 (because the 2 plants don’t smell good). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(“Congragulations; Roger said, “You’ve discovered skunk cabbage!” and “Other plants like wild garlic 

stink to keep insects away.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author repeats “E-e-e-w, what 

stinks?” in paragraphs 1 and 19 (because he shows that Mary doesn’t like the smell of the plants she is 

smelling during the hiking trip Roger took her on); however, the response does not provide two 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the author repeats “E-e-e-w, what 

stinks?” in paragraphs 1 and 19 (because she is describing that the plants smell stinky); however, the 

response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt.  

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (Mary poked it one with a stick and A foul odor met her nose); however, no valid inference 

from the text is provided. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is incorrect (Because the 

author wan’ts to make the kids think that she likes flowers but she doesn’t). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is incorrect (the author 

repeats “E-e-e-w what stinks because the food is realy bad). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

37 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

Patrick is very close and comfortable with Julia’s family.  He is like a brother or son to them.  When he 

knocks at the door and goes right in the house it shows how comfortable he is with them.  He also goes right 

upstairs to get his backpack without asking. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain Patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family (I 

think patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family, is strong).  The response provides several concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt  (one reson is because it sayed that when he knocked on the 

door After he knocked he just came in and Another reson is he offerd to help them and Another reson is it 

said he was almos apart of the family).  This response demonstrates complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain Patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family 

(Patricks relationship to Julia’s family is that he is a very good friend). The response provides two concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (it say that he isn’t a member of the family but hes 

almost a member of the family and Patrick has to knock but doesn’t have to wait for anybody to answer the 

door).  This response demonstrates complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain Patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family (he 

is Julias classmate but he is like family).The response provides two concrete details for support as required 

by the prompt (it says “Patrick is Julia’s classmate and in paragraph 1 it says “He’s almost family”). This 

response demonstrates complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain Patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family (he 

likes coming over to see Julia); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for 

support (Patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family is he wasn’t a member of the family but he almost was a 

member ). This response demonstrates complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain Patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family 

(Julia and Patrick are such good friends they’re almost like family); however, the response does not provide 

two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response demonstrates 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides two valid inferences from the text to explain Patrick’s relationship to Julia’s family 

(Patrick is like family to them and he is like a brother to Julia); however, the response does not provide two 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response demonstrates complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.  No inference is provided and the text 

quoted does not address the prompt (Jules we can raise the Caterpillar’s and get thread). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides an incorrect inference (Patrick’s relationship with Julia’s famly is he diden’t really 

fit in with Julia’s famly) and no relevant facts are provided. 

 

  

Additional 



 

Page 79 

 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

38 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

Paragraphs 9 through 19 show that Julia and Patrick are trying to figure out what to do for their Wiggle 

project.  First, Julia suggests an idea for how they could show earthworms.  Although Patrick isn’t sure about 

that idea because he says, “I don’t know . . .” and suggests they raise ladybugs instead. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 9 through19 show about 

Julia and Patrick (that Julia and Patrick don’t want to study worms that much for their school project). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(“I stared at her with my mouth half open.” and “I stared at her for a second. “Worms?”). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 9 through19 show about 

Julia and Patrick (Julia and Patrick don’t always agree on things). The response provides a sufficient 

number of  concrete details from the  text as required by the prompt (when Julia thought they could raise 

earthworms Patrick thought of ladybugs and when Julia learned it was silk worms she didn’t want it but 

Patrick did). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 9 through 19 show about 

Julia and Patrick (It shows they are bright and have good ideas).  The response provides a sufficient number 

of concrete details from the text as required by the prompt (Julia got the idea of raising a worm farm and 

Patrick got the idea of raising a lady bug farm). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 1(out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 9 through 19 show about 

Julia and Patrick (Patrick and Julia don’t exactly agree with each other); however, the response  does not 

provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 9 through 19 show about 

Julia and Patrick (Julia and patrick are gessing what kind of worm is mom talking about); however, the 

response only provides one detail, although vague, from the text for support (they were talking about all 

kinds of worms). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 9 through 19 show 

about Julia and Patrick (Julia and Patrick are confused); however, the response does not provide two 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Patrick have a bags full of 

ladybugs. Julia have a bags full of ladybugs, too). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (paragraph 14 said that theyare good 

at planting). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

39 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 

Paragraphs 12 and 13 show that the audience who listened to Marian Anderson sing at the Lincoln Memorial 

were excited and hopeful.  When Marian started singing a hush came over the crowd, showing they were 

excited to hear her voice.  Afterwards, a young girl had tears and hope in her eyes. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 12 and 13 show about the 

audience who listened to Marian Anderson sing at the Lincoln Memorial (the audience that listend to 

Marian were amazed and inspired).  The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt (a hush ran over the crowd and her voice went forth.  This shows 

the audience were amazed and Walter White saw a young girl crying and trying to reach Marian with a 

gleam of hope). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 12 and 13 show about the 

audience who listened to Marian Anderson sing at the Lincoln Memorial (the crowd was excited to see 

Marian Anderson sing).  The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt (when Marian finished the song a young girl stretched her hands out at 

Marian and when she began to sing the crowd got quiet really fast). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 12 and 13 show about the 

audience who listened to Marian Anderson sing at the Lincoln Memorial (the audience was emotinal). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(a hush came over them and a little girl strechted her hands out to the singer and tears ran down her face 

and hope gleamed in her eyes). This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 12 and 13 show about the 

audience who listened to Marian Anderson sing at the Lincoln Memorial (they loved her singing); however, 

the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (Walter white caught sight of a 

young girl’s hand’s out roward the great singer with tears down her face). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (“Marian chose to begin by singing 

not just about, but to the coontry she loved” and “a hush came over the crowd as her powerful voice 

rang forth” and “He saw her stretch out her hands toward the great singer”). While the response 

provides some information from the text, no valid inference from the text is provided.  This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what paragraphs 12 and 13 show about the 

audience who listened to Marian Anderson sing at the Lincoln Memorial (the audience feel ecixted and 

proud of Marian Anderson); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (talk about Marian Anderson being afraid to sing and everyone calling 

her a corwd).  
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (paragraphs 12 and 13 Show about the 

aud). 

 

  

Additional 



 

Page 99 

 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

40 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 

Marian Anderson’s concert was a historic event and the Lincoln Memorial was a great place to have it.  

It was historic because no one had ever used the Lincoln Memorial for a public gathering. It was the 

first major gathering for civil rights held at the Lincoln Memorial.  Martin Luther King Jr. even made his most 

famous speech there many years later.  Also, many more people turned out than expected. Thousands came 

from Marian’s hometown to see her and the crowd went all the way from the Lincoln Memorial to the 

Washington Monument.  

It was a good place to have the event because it had so much room and anyone could come.  75,000 

people could hear her at the Lincoln Memorial, but only 4,000 could be in the place where she wasn’t allowed 

to sing.  Also, people of all ages and races were able to come.  It turned out to be the largest concert crowd at 

the capital, so it was good they had a big place. 
 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

 This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(Marian Anderson’s concert at the Washington Monument was such a big historic event because she 

sang about the country and she really touched people, even a little girl was crying because of how 

beautiful it was). The response demonstrates comprehension and analysis of the text (she really touched 

people, even a little girl was crying because of how beautiful it was and I think that Marian Anderson is 

very brave to sing in front of that many people, considering that she is black and at that time not 

everyone agreed with equal rights and I also think that she is very smart to sing a song about the 

country, to the country). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details throughout 

the essay (she sang about the country and she really touched people, even a little girl was crying 

because of how beautiful it was and The Lincoln Memorial was such a good place for the event because 

a lot of people were able to come, it was big, and she was a young African American women singing to 

all ages and races and she got to sing in front of 75,000 people instead of only 4,000 people). The 

response clearly and consistently groups related information together. The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

40 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(Marian Anderson performed at the Lincoln Memorial instead of constitution Hall. Her concert was 

such a historic event).  The response demonstrates comprehension and analysis of the text (because so 

many people were there. Also, because she sang about her country there). The response develops the 

topic with relevant well-chosen facts throughout the essay (“Marian chose to begin by singing not just 

about, but the country she loved changing the words of a beloved old song” and “But now 25,000 

people of all ages could hear her). The response skillfully connects ideas using linking words and 

phrases (Also, it states, This shows). The response provides a concluding statement that follows from 

the topic and information presented (In conclusion, this is why Lincoln Monument is better.  Also how 

Marian had a historic event). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 

with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

40 

  

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose 

(Today I am going to explane why Marian Anderson’s concert at the Lincoln Memorial was such 

a historyic event).  The response demonstrates comprehension and analysis of the text (because 

everyone loved the concert).  The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts 

(hope gleamed in her eyes and first major gathering at the feet of Abrahiem Lincoln for the 

cause of civil rights and the crowd strechted from the lincoln Memorail to Washinton Momunt). 

The response skillfully connects ideas using linking words and phrases (For example, another 

detail). This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional 

errors that do not hinder comprehension.  
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

40 

 

 

  



 

Page 108 

 

GUIDE PAPER 4b 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Marian 

Anderson’s concert at the Lincoln Memorial was such a historic event because Marion was the first 

black African-American women to have a concert at the Lincoln Hall and The Lincoln Memorial was a 

good place for the event because Marian Anderson sang a patriotic song). The response develops the 

topic with relevant details throughout the essay (In 1939, Oscar Chapman learned that a young 

African-American woman named Marian Anderson was not allowed to sing at Constitution Hall in 

Washington D.C. because of the color of her skin and He and his friend Walter White worked together 

to give her the opportunity to have a concert at the Lincoln Memorial instead and Marian Anderson 

sang a patriotic song and Marian chose to begin by singing not just about, but to the country she 

loved). The response generally groups related information together, however, no concluding statement 

is provided. This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

40 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (This 

essay is mostly about explain why Marian Anderson’s concert at the Lincoln Memorial was such a 

historic event and explain why the Lincoln Memorial was a good place for the event). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension of the text (Marain Anderson’s concert at the Lincoln 

Memorial was such a historic event is because thousand of people hear it that day and Lincoln 

Memorial is a good place for the event is because from that day on black and white can join the 

concert). The response develops the topic with relevant details throughout the essay (“Thousands of 

people heard Marian Anderson sing that day” and It was the larest concert crowd the capital had ever 

seen and “Thousands came in buses from Philadelphia, Marian Anderson’s hometown).  The response 

generally groups related information together. The response provides a concluding statement that 

follows from the topic and information presented (Is essay is about explain why Marian Anderson 

concert at the Lincoln Memorial was such a historic event and explain why Lincoln Memorial is a good 

place for the event). This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Is essay is about explain why, Marain, larest). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (It was a 

historic event because the first ever black person to play at Lincoln Memorial and Lincoln was a good 

place because 75,000 people can see Marian sing).  The response develops the topic with relevant 

details (For example, she couldn’t play at Constitution Hall but she could play at Lincoln Memorial 

because of Oscar and how he stirring things up and also she can see people from home town). This 

response generally groups related information together. This response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (how he stirring 

things up, she can see people from home town). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

reason that Marian Anderson performs at the Lincoln Memorial instead of the Constitution Hall was 

because at the Lincoln Memorial a lot more people could see her perform). The response develops the 

topic with relevant details (The Constitution Hall could only fit 4,000 while the Lincoln Momorial could 

fit 75,000 and it was at the Lincoln Memorial and it was never used for public gathering). The response 

exhibits some attempt to group related information together and does not provide a concluding 

statement.  This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions. 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Marian 

Andersons concert was such a historic event because it gave hope to black people). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension of the text (The lincoln Memorial was a good place to 

have the concert because it stands for hope. I think so because thousands of people, black and white, 

came to the concert). The response partially develops the topic with the use of some textual evidence (I 

think so because in paragraph 13 a little girl was crying and hope gleamed in her eyes) and no 

concluding statement is provided.  This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (because 

this was the first gathering at the Lincoln Memorial). The response partially develops the topic with the 

use of some textual evidence (everyone could see and Listen to Manan anderson sing). The response 

exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding statement is provided. This response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder 

comprehension (lincon memorial; Manan; anderson). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Her concert was such a historic event 

because 75,000 people came). The response partially develops the topic with the use of some textual 

evidence (The Lincoln Memorial was a good idea because, There has nevere been a gathering there).  

The response demonstrates little attempt at organization and does not provide a concluding statement. 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Marian concert was such a historic event 

because every body in town proble noow her vocie very well).  The response demonstrates an attempt to 

use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence (Lincoln Menorial was a good place for 

the event because of her song). This response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with 

frequent errors (proble; vocie; noow; becaus; Menorial). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (The Lincoln Memorial was a good place 

because no one would be able claim he didn’t get an invaitation). The response demonstrates an 

attempt to use evidence (she made a freedom song). The response exhibits no evidence of organization 

and provides no concluding statement. This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension. 
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (Marian Anderson’s concert at 

the Lincoln Memorial because the Lincoln Memorial was open). The response provides evidence that is 

irrelevant and incorrect (Marian Anderson’s performe at the Lincoln Memrial instead of Constitution 

Hall because it was clost for the night). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, 

with some errors that may hinder comprehension (clost). 
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of understanding of the text (It was a good place because, It was 

very nice). The response provides no evidence and exhibits no evidence of organization. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension. 

Additional 



 

 

 


