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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
43 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
A central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish” is dreams don’t always come true. One piece of evidence to 

support this idea is when Katerina describes where they live in the second paragraph. The text states, “Papa had 

dreamed of a thriving farm where we would live well. He had imagined acres of green fields, not the dry, barren 

hills of southern Colorado.” Unfortunately, his dreams of a better life in America weren’t coming true since he 

didn’t have this farm, and had to work in a coal mine. Another example is when her father thinks working in the 

coal mines will help them save money for a farm. But, they can barely afford a dress and have no money saved 

after being there for nine months. Her mother might have been right when she says, “Only a fool believed in 

dreams.” 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s 

Wish” (not everything is what is seems to be). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (Katerina’s father thought America was going to be a 

wonderful place but it reality it was bad and Katerina thought that the creek was just another boring 

addition to America but she learns it’s something she will enjoy). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s 

Wish” (to have your dream come true you have to work hard). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Papa had dreamed of a thriving farm 

where we would live well.”; “Instead, he spent long days underground, toiling in the unwholesome air of a 

coal mine”; “Momma had determined to take on as much washing as we could from the bachelors in 

town”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s 

Wish” (it takes time and work for a dream to come true). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Instead, he spent long days 

underground, toiling in the unwholesome air of the coal mine. That tells me that it takes hard work, dreams 

don’t always come true at first, but if you work for it, they will and “. . . our pockets stayed empty and our 

ladder was never full.” That tells me that it takes time, you need to be patient in order to get what you want 

(your dream to come true)). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s 

Wish” (her father had a dream and her father’s dream was to become an owner of a farm); however, the 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support as required by the prompt (Katerina’s 

fathers dream to become an owner of a farm took them from Europ and brought them to America). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 
43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s 

Wish” (The central idea of the story is that a family from Bohemia moved to America to own a farm but were 

not successful); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s 

Wish” (you will have to work very hard in life to get what you really want); however, the response does not 

provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The central idea of the story is about a dress. Evidence to support my 

answer is “At least Trina will get a new dress,” Aneshka said.” Another, quote is “If you want to be going 

back to school in the fall, you’ll be needing a new dress,” she said). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The central idea of the story is that Katerina didn’t want to go to school 

but her mom made her. In paragraph 30 it says that her mamma said that she has to go to school which 

means she didn’t want to go). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

44 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Trina’s mood changes from disappointed at the beginning of the story to hopeful at the end. For example, at the 

start of the story, when Trina and her mother have a lot of laundry to do, Trina grumbles, “It’s too much to do at 

all.” She is complaining because they always have to work so hard, yet still don’t make much money. By the 

end of the story though, it is evident she is more hopeful when she comes across a beautiful area by the creek. 

There she finds an old tree that she’s never seen before and thinks it’s a dream. According to the text, it states, 

“For a moment I thought I might be dreaming.” This shows maybe where she is living isn’t as bad as she 

thought. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Trina’s mood changes from the 

beginning to the end of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish” (In the beginning, Trina’s mood was more negative 

than positive and Towards the end, Trina’s mood becomed more positive due to the fact that she found 

something amazing). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 

as required by the prompt (“Instead, he spent long days underground, toiling in the unwholesome air of a 

coal mine. And even with all this laundry Momma took on, our pockets stayed empty and our larder was 

never full.” This shows how difficult life is for Trina’s family and the reason she is upset and “Around the 

bend, I stopped in amazement. The creek spread out into a still pool. For a moment I thought I might be 

dreaming. I had never seen this tree before”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Trina’s mood changes from the 

beginning to the end of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish” (In the beginning of the excerpt, Trina feels upset 

about the place where they live and all the work and labor that she has to do and Towards the end of the 

excerpt, Trina feels happier and more joyful). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (“It’s too much to do it all,’ I grumbled. This shows that 

Trina is not happy right now and “Around the bend, I stopped in amazement.”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Trina’s mood changes from the 

beginning to the end of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish” (from a sad non-dreaming girl to a girl of happiness 

and wonder). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“By 1901, neither the dream or the countr felt new” and To “Around the bend, I 

stopped in amazement”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Trina’s mood changes from the 

beginning to the end of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish” (In the beginning trina was grumpy, mad, angry, 

lazy then at the end we saw her change); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the 

text for support (“it’s too much to do at all,” I grumbled). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text as required by the prompt (“I began 

hauling tubs and bundles of filthy clothes across camp and down the steep slope to the little to the west” and 

“For a moment I thought I might be dreaming I have never seen this tree before”); however no valid 

inference from the text is provided. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Trina’s mood changes from the 

beginning to the end of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish” (In the begining of the story she is not happy about 

moving. then at the end she becomes happy); however, the response does not provide two concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors 

do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (Trina’s mood changes from doing good in school to not caring anymore. 

Trina’s mood changes because Trina had good grades and no one saw the good in Katerina. So Katerina 

wish Train would not care about school. That is why Trina’s mood changes from doing good in school to not 

caring anymore). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Trina mood change from the 

beginning to the end because the fater complent his dream to go to armrica). 

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

45 

 

 

 

  



 

Page 26 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Taylor’s feelings about exploring the woods change from the beginning to the end of the story. In the 

beginning, Taylor is amazed when she explores an old tree. As the story moves on, she starts to feel afraid. 

Finally, at the end, she feels brave finding her way in the woods. All these changes are caused by her experience 

with an enormous, dead tree and a bird trapped inside. 

 

In the beginning of “Excerpt from Summer Hawk,” Taylor is exploring the woods and comes across a 

giant tree that has been struck by lightning the night before. Her amazement is evident when she describes the 

tree in detail. In the text, it says, “Half of the tree rose into the sky fifty or sixty feet, every twig etched in white 

against searing blue. The other half lay smashed on the ground, flattening the grass for an area the size of a 

small house.” She must have really felt small compared to this huge tree, contributing to her feeling of awe.  

 

As Taylor explores the tree more closely, she becomes afraid. For example, in the text, it states, “There 

was a sudden piercing shriek so close to me I gasped and stumbled back.” When she gasps and stumbles it 

shows she is scared since she isn’t expecting anyone else to be in the tree with her. The text also states, “Angry . 

. . and afraid. I worked my way around the outer branches and climbed cautiously up on the broken half of the 

trunk.” She finds a huge bird with a sharp beak trapped in the branches. It keeps screaming at her and lunges at 

her. She is afraid it might hurt her. Her feelings of awe are now changing to feelings of fear which are caused at 

first by the unknown screams, and now by the sight of an ugly bird.  

 

However, Taylor doesn’t feel afraid in the story for too long. For example, in the text, it states, “It might 

have been the most pathetic thing I’d ever seen.” She begins to realize that this bird may look scary, but it really 

is “Beautiful. Brave.” As Taylor sits in the tree, continuing to think, she starts to feel courage. The text says, 

“This bird was obviously too young to fly.” Seeing that the bird was innocent and in danger causes her to feel 

brave, and makes her think she could even help the bird. At the end, when Taylor is going for help, she feels 

especially brave. The text states, “I was sure to come upon civilization no matter what direction I chose.” 

 

Throughout the story, Taylor’s feelings about exploring the woods change. In the beginning, her 

discovery of an old tree gives her feelings of amazement. Soon, she starts to feel afraid when she encounters a 

huge, ugly bird trapped in the tree. Finally, she feels brave in the forest when she realizes the bird needs her 

help for survival. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 

and purpose (Taylor feels differently throughout the story about exploring the woods). The response 

demonstrates insightful analysis of the text (In the beginning of the story, Taylor had a feeling of awe, but 

also sorrow and As the story develops, Taylor begins to feel angry and Taylor’s mood starts to change to 

sympathetic). The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-chosen details from the text (“It 

rose above everything, a giant white crack against the blue sky and “it was impossible to see anything 

through the latticework of tangled twigs” and “This bird was obviously too young to fly, it would die her”). 

Clear organization is exhibited by the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified 

whole (In the beginning, As the story develops, She then, However, In conclusion). A formal style is 

established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary 

(unexpected discovery, changes her perspective, fearful mood, the lightning struck tree). The concluding 

statement follows from the topic and information presented (Taylor’s feelings about exploring the woods 

change from the beginning to the end of the story). This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command 

of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

45 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 

 
 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 

and purpose (Taylor’s venture in the woods leaves Taylor confused and uncomfortable under the same 

canopy of trees). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the text (In the beginning of the excerpt, 

Taylor is awed, in the middle, Taylor is worried, confused and slightly scared, In the end of the story, Taylor 

no longer feels comfortable in the woods, and she is scared). The topic is developed with the sustained use of 

relevant details from the text (“I never knew until this moment how one could stand truly frozen with awe 

and The bird has a sharp beak, which frightens Taylor, but she wants to help it and “The woods no longer 

felt like a warm nest”). Clear organization is exhibited by the skillful use of appropriate and varied 

transitions to create a unified whole (In the beginning, So, in the middle, In the end, To reiterate). A formal 

style is established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific 

vocabulary (venture in the woods, canopy of trees, sharp beak, the wood surrounding her, pathetic bird). The 

concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (Taylor finds the pathetic bird in the 

woods, which changes her from feeling comfortable and safe in the woods to being frightened and on edge). 

This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Taylor’s mood 

definitely changes during her venture through the woods). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of 

the text (In the beginning Taylor is so relaxed, During the middle of her adventure she was astonished and 

scared at the same time, Towards the end of the venture Taylor becomes very tense and worried, became 

adventourous for this bird). The topic is developed with relevant facts and other information from the text 

(she is in awe looking at the tree, she just sat there and stared for hours not knowing what to do next, and 

when the bird came in, everything changed. Taylor felt like she needed to take care of this bird). The 

response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole 

(Throughout the story, In the beginning, Towards the end, But then, because, In the end). A formal style is 

established and maintained through the use of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (venture 

through the woods, in awe, waching her every move). The concluding statement follows from the topic and 

information presented (In the end, Taylor went to being in awe, to being scared, to being tense to being 

adventourous). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors 

(definatley and adventourous). 
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Taylor’s feelings 

about exploring the wood have a great deal of variety). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

analysis of the text (In the beginning, Taylor is awestruck; In the middle, Taylor feels very sad; At the end of 

the story, Taylor is scared). The topic is developed with relevant facts and details from the text (“I never 

knew until that moment how one could stand truly frozen with awe” and When she saw the bird, she 

immediately felt bad for it, and When she heard something crash in the darkness she was very frightened). 

The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In 

the beginning, When, This shows, At the end, In conclusion). A formal style is established and maintained 

through the use of domain-specific vocabulary (exploring the wood, awestruck, frightened). The concluding 

statement follows from the topic and information presented (Taylor experiences a wide variety of emotions 

while exploring the forest). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few 

errors. 

  



 

Page 35 
 

GUIDE PAPER 5a 

45 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (As she goes into 

the woods for the first time she makes an unexpected discovery). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate analysis of the text (when Taylor goes to explore the woods she feels sorrow, In the middle of the 

story Taylor felt Angry and afraid because she had heard a shrieking sound, Taylor feels sad because Taylor 

wanted to Rescue the bird from the tree but she couldn’t). The topic is developed with relevant details from 

the text (she found a tree that had been struck by lightning, she would never see that tree whole, When she 

tried to get closer to the bird it started shrieking again and opening its beak, “The woods no longer feels like 

a warm nest”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions (As she, In 

the beginning, because, It turned out, When, In conclusion). A formal style is established and maintained 

through the use of domain-specific vocabulary (explore the woods, smashed, shrieking sound). The 

concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (Taylor feelings changed all 

throughout the story as she went into the woods and met the bird). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (felt Angry, 

it’s beak, could’nt). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 
Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In the 

beginning of the story Taylor feels feels angry and afraid, in the middle of the story she feels scared for the 

bird at the end of the story she feels hurt). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text 

(she kept on hearing screeching whenever she moved, Taylor feels scared for the bird because she does not 

want it to die or get injured, Taylor feels hurt at the end of the story because when she was walking she 

kept on hurting herself). The topic is developed with relevant details from the text (the screeching 

increased frantically whenever I moved; “But what if something killed it in the meantime?”; I twisted my 

ankle jumping across a stream). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate 

transitions (In the beginning, because, One detail, In conclusion). The concluding statement follows 

generally from the topic and information presented (I learned that Taylor cares for living thing and will get 

scared and become hurt just to save it). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (bad things that happens and afraid 

and angry scared for). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 7b 

 
Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (Throughout the entire 

story Taylor is kinda scared to be in the woods). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the 

text (she is scared, It seem’s like a very scary sight to see, In the middle she is a little scared, but also kinda 

nuetral, and towards the end she gets so scared of the woods). The topic is partially developed with the use 

of some textual evidence (she see’s this big black tree that was struck by lightning; “I peered down into the 

mass below me, and there was the ugliest bird I had ever seen”; she gets so scared of the woods and the 

bird that she just runs away). This response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of 

transitions (Throughout, In the beginning, In the text, but also, To sum it up). The concluding statement 

follows generally from the topic and information presented (To sum it up Taylor really didn’t love her 

experience to explore the woods). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 

with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (she see’s and It seem’s). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8a 

45 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 8b 

 

 
 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (Taylor felt that exploring 

the woods was a great thing to do). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (At the 

beginning of the story Taylor saw the burnt tree with shattered branches everywhere; Taylor noticed that 

exploring the wood was probably not the best thing she could have done; When she was trying to escape the 

wood, she got hurt in many ways). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence 

(She saw a burnt tree with barly any brances, The bird kept hissing at Taylor everytime she moved and She 

would trip over a root, slip down a hill. She also twisted her ankle when she was crossing a stream). This 

response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (At the beginning, also, 

When, After, If). A concluding statement is provided that follows generally from the topic (Taylor felt like 

exploring in the woods was the worst thing to do). The response demonstrates emerging command of 

conventions, with some errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (Taylor at the beginning is 

excited to be in the woods but then she hears a frightful screech). This response demonstrates a literal 

comprehension of the text (Taylor at the beginning is excited to be in the woods; At this point in the story, 

the middle, she is angry and confused but finds a bird; Near the end of the story, Taylor is scared for the 

bird). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (but then she hears a frightful 

screech and climbs the tree to find the source; The bird alone and probably starving lunges at Taylor but 

stumbles and falls; Taylor is scared for the bird, and trys to find cyvilization and call the hawk lady to save 

the bird from dieing). The response establishes, but fails to maintain, a formal style, with inconsistent use of 

language and domain-specific vocabulary (At this point in the story, the middle, she is angry and confused 

but finds a bird, lunges at Taylor but stumbles and falls). No concluding statement is provided. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors (the bird alone, trys, cyvilization). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (Taylor feels welcomed to 

walk in the forest at the Beginning, then Taylor start’s getting nervous in the middle, anD then Taylor starts 

to get scared). This response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (A storm cause’s Taylor’s 

feeling to change because it put’s the bird in danger). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, 

but only develops ideas with minimal evidence which is generally invalid or irrelevant (“what if the bird dies 

in starvation or it fall’s”). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding statement is 

provided. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors (feeLs, at the 

Beginning, start’s, cause’s). 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (At first Taylor is siting in 

a tree having a good time. Then, the bird come crashing down and scares her). This response demonstrates a 

literal comprehension of the text (Then the bird come crashing down and scares her so she is frightend then 

she gets out of the tree and is kinda nervous; then she starts walking through the woods and starts to try to 

fined her way home; she stats to get really scared). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and 

no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with 

some errors that may hinder comprehension (siting, haveing, come crashing down, fined, stats to get). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (Her feeling changed when she 

found her aunt and uncles farm). No evidence is provided. This response exhibits no evidence of 

organization and no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates emerging command of 

conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension.  
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (Taylor feel about 

exploring the woods because at the end of the story and at the beginning it was not the same). No evidence is 

provided and the response exhibits no evidence of organization. No concluding statement is provided. This 

response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension 

(Taylor Feel about exploring, so distictly, has pinted, felt like a warm). 
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (Taylor wet in the woods and found 

a bird and slowly Taylor was sad and happy and the bird chirped and the bird died at the end). No evidence 

is provided. This response exhibits no evidence of organization and no concluding statement is provided. 

This response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 

comprehension (Taylor wet and fond a bird). 

  

Additional 



 

Page 49 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

46 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The relationship between Julianna and her father changes because Julianna is growing older. According to the 

text it states, “When I got a little older, he still talked about himself and his childhood, but he also started 

asking questions about me.” Her dad told her stories about himself when she was little, but now he wants to 

know more about her as she is changing. He even asks her about a boy she likes and tells her to “start looking 

at the whole landscape.” Julia doesn’t really appreciate this advice, which is a change in their relationship 

because she usually likes to sit and hear her dad talk. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  



 

Page 52 
 

GUIDE PAPER 1 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the relationship between Julianna and 

her father changed (as she gets older her father teaches more life lessons). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“ . . . when I was done Dad 

shook his head and told me in soft heavy words that I needed to start looking at the whole landscape.” 

Julianna’s father is trying to tell her look at everything not only one thing stands out and “And the older I 

got, the more philosophical he became.” Her father knew that she needed to learn more about life). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  

  



 

Page 53 
 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the relationship between Julianna and 

her father changed [(they get closer to each other (talk more about personal things)]. The response provides 

a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“When I got a 

little older, he still taked about himself and his childhood, but he also started asking questions about me” 

and “Then one time he suprised me and asked about Bryce.” “When I was done Dad shook his head and 

told me in soft heavy words that I needed to start looking at the whole landscape.”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the relationship between Julianna and 

her father changed (Julianna was getting older). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“When I got a little older, he still talked about 

himself and his childhood, but he also started asking questions about me” and “And the older I got the more 

philosophical he seemed to get”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability.  

  



 

Page 55 
 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the relationship between Julianna and 

her father changed (Julianna was growing up); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from 

the text for support (“And the older I got, the more philosophical he seemed to get”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (“After that he didn’t talk so much about 

events as he did about ideas” and “I don’t know if he really got more philosophical or if he just thought I 

could handle it now that I was in double-digits”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference 

from the text to explain why the relationship between Julianna and her father changed. This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the relationship between Julianna and 

her father changed (He realationship whith her father chages by when Julianna is growing up); however, the 

response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support.  
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (the relationship between Julianna and 

her father change because her father paint alot and he might not have time to be with her).  
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (His dad doesn’t seem to see the 

backyard or the chickens when he’s painting, though).  

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

47 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The father’s idea that Julianna “needed to start looking at the whole landscape” relates to his description of a 

painting because they both emphasize the importance of looking at more than the individual parts of a person or 

a painting. When her father explains, “how the cow by itself is just a cow” he is trying to tell her that she should 

see people in the same way. For instance, when Julianna tells her dad about Bryce’s “eyes and hair and the way 

his cheeks blush”, her dad thinks she needs to look at more than just the boy’s looks. There is a “whole 

landscape,” meaning it’s important to see the whole person. The cow alone without the grass and flowers is like 

Bryce’s eyes and hair without his feelings and actions. He wants Julianna to look at the boy and all his traits, 

like a painting of a landscape. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the father’s idea that Julianna “needed 

to start looking at the whole landscape” relates to his description of a painting in lines 46 through 49 (he is 

trying to tell Julianna that you can’t just like parts of Bryce, you need to like him when he’s all put together). 

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (when father is talking about how the meadow itself is just grass and flowers and that the cow itself 

is just a cow, he is reffering to how Julianna likes some features of Bryce but when you put all the features of 

Bryce together, he might not turn out as perfect as Julianna thought and father says that if you put all the 

pieces of the painting together, it makes magic). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the father’s idea that Julianna “needed 

to start looking at the whole landscape” relates to his description of a painting in lines 46 through 49 (you 

need all parts to understand the whole thing). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (“The meadow itself is just grass and flowers.” This 

shows that anything by itself doesn’t have true value and you need the picture and “but put them all together 

and you’ve got magic”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the father’s idea that Julianna “needed 

to start looking at the whole landscape” relates to his description of a painting in lines 46 through 49 (Her 

father wanted Julianna to see past beauty and get to know Bryce). The response provides a sufficient number 

of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“. . . but I don’t think I explained it 

very well because when I was done Dad shook his head . . . “ This piece of evidence shows that Julianna’s 

father was trying to show her the bigger picture; “A painting is more than the sum of its parts,” he would 

tell me . . . “ This quote reveals her father believes that small separate things make up the person). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the father’s idea that Julianna “needed 

to start looking at the whole landscape” relates to his description of a painting in lines 46 through 49 (it tells 

Julianna to look at the bigger picture and realize whats going on and not focus on Just one thing); however, 

the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (he says to not just look at one part 

of the painting, “but put them all together and you’ve got magic”). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the father’s idea that Julianna “needed 

to start looking at the whole landscape” relates to his description of a painting in lines 46 through 49 

(Julianna will realice that she can’t just look at Bryce’s good features, there are more parts to him); however, 

the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the father’s idea that Julianna “needed 

to start looking at the whole landscape” relates to his description of a painting in lines 46 through 49 (A 

painting is more than the sum of its parts); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do 

not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Juliana’s father’s idea relates to his 

description of a painting in lines 46–49 by telling her the magnificence of art). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (My father doesn’t have a studio or 

anything, and since the garage is stuffed with things that everyone thinks they need but on one ever uses he 

paints outside). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

48 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
A central idea of “A Universal Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” is people can make a big difference starting out 

with just a simple idea. Nicolette Iribarne’s idea to send soccer balls to refugee children started with a simple 

conversation with her family. After that, she started an organization called Futbol 4 Refugees. Her goal was to 

collect 1,000 soccer balls and send them around the world, but it grew much bigger. According to the text, 

“Futbol 4 Dreams has now donated almost 3,000 soccer ball to kids all over the world . . .” It’s amazing how 

she is making such a difference around the world, and it all started with just a dinner conversation. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what is a central idea of “A Universal 

Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” (soccer brings people together). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“The game of led to an instant 

friendship and showed me that beneath her cultural sheilds, our cores are all the same. This shows that 

inside everyone is the same and “It’s not our differences that make us stronger, but working with our 

similarities.”). The response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

48 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what is a central idea of “A Universal 

Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” (mostly about sending soccer balls to diffrent people in diffrent countries and 

to show how fun it can be). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt (“the game of soccer led to instant friendship and showed me that beneath 

our cultural shields, our cores are all the same.” Which means they knew that soccer was a universal 

language, and no matter how many cultural differences there were between kids from different countries, 

most kids knew how to play the game and to make it much fun and enthuastic they had an idea for instead of 

plain soccer ball they should hand-decorate it with colorful pictures and messages of frendship like a peace 

sign or like a sign name “Somebody in the u.s. loves you”). The response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 74 
 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what is a central idea of “A Universal 

Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” (helping poor refugee children by giving them soccer balls). The response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (They 

have sent balls all over the world like Russia, Vietram, Iraq, Indonesia, Nicoragua, Hondurus and many 

more places and they also sometimes play with the refugees therselves. They played with a tribe in the 

Thailand jungle, in Rio de Joneiro Brazil, and even on a Tobaco ranch in Hondurus). The response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

48 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what is a central idea of “A Universal 

Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” (is like a program that donates Supplies and Items to kids); however, the 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Futbol 4 Dreams has now donated 

almost 3,000 soccer balls to kids all over the World, In places such as Nombia, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Indonesia, 

Vieatiam and Russia”). The response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

48 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what is a central idea of “A Universal 

Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” (It is about 2 girls that wanted to help kid refugees no matter our color or 

culture we can all bond); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for 

support. The response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

48 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what is a central idea of “A Universal 

Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” (Gabriela and here sister want to send ball to all the kid that don’t have ball to 

play with); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the 

prompt. The response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The central idea of “A Universal Language Futbol 4 Dreams is learning 

different languages and different cultures). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The central idea of this story was a family dinner table in Mission viejo, 

California in 2004 Nicolette Iribarne her sister, Gabriela and their Parents were talking about soccer). 

  

Additional 
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Page 82 
 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

49 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The results of the survey are important because it shows how necessary it is that Alex and his organization do 

something to help the problem with e-waste. For example, in the text, it states, “Of the people who answered the 

survey, only one in eight even knew what e-waste was, let alone how to properly dispose of it.” This shows that 

most people had no idea of the dangers of just throwing away computers. They even found one man who threw 

“50 old Mac computers” into a hole in his backyard. He had no idea he was doing anything wrong. It was 

obvious something needed to change. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the results of the survey are important 

(because a lot of people don’t know what is e-waste). The response provides a sufficient number of details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (“only one in eight even know what e-waste was”, which 

shows how little knowledge people have about e-waste and one man dug a hole and “dumped about 50 old 

Mac computers inside it”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the results of the survey are important 

(because not many people even new what e-waste was). The response provides a sufficient number of details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (Only one out of eight people knew what e-waste was and 

a man dug a hug hole in his hard and put 50 computers in it. He did not think he was doing anything wrong). 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

49 

  

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the results of the survey are important 

(because they help to see what knowledge Alex’s community had about e-waste). The response provides a 

sufficient number of details from the text for support as required by the prompt (without the survey Alex 

would not have known that only one out of 8 people knew what e-waste was and without the survey Alex 

would not have known that a neighbor of his was dumping old computers that he bought in a hole in his 

backyard). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 86 
 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text to explain why the results of the 

survey are important (because only 1 in 8 people knew what e-waste was and their was a man who took 

resellable parts out of macs and buried the other stuff in his back yard); however, no valid inference from 

the text is provided. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the results of the survey are important 

(because it shows that some people did not know what damage they were doing); however, the response does 

not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the results of the survey are important 

(because the group learned that not everyone knew what e-waste was or how to properly dispose of it); 

however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (Only one person knew 

what e-waste was and how to dispose of it, out of eight). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The results of this survey was 

important because they had to find someone who knew what e-waste was). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (In lines 27 though 31 is important 

because that their talking about helping the earth). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

50 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The author’s point of view about electronic waste is it’s very important to safely dispose of it. For instance, 

when Alex helps get an e-waste bill passed in Rhode Island the text states, “And this time, they won!” This 

language shows the author’s excitement for Alex’s success in creating legislation for safe disposal of e-waste. 

Another example is when the author says, “Because of the work of people like Alex and his team, more and 

more people are getting the message about safe disposal of e-waste.” Again, the author is happy to see people 

learning more about e-waste and its toxic effects. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the author’s point of view about electronic 

waste (Electronic waste should be reuse instead of burying it under the ground). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“e-waste contains 

posionous chemicals and toxic metal like mercury and lead” and “reuse some of the old computers so they 

wouldn’t have to be recycled”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides two valid inferences from the text to explain the author’s point of view about 

electronic waste (people should be more aware of e-waste and she thinks that the more e-waste there is, the 

more we are killing our enviroment). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt (They were burying old computers in backyards, throwing TVs in 

streams, and throwing cell phones in the garbage and e-waste contains poisonous chemicals). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the author’s point of view about electronic 

waste (The author’s point of view about electronic waste in the article is that he wants it gone to help his 

environment). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“These harmful substances can leak . . .” and “they were burying old computers in 

their backyard”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the author’s point of view about electronic 

waste (he thinks e-waste is a bad thing); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the 

text for support (we should never just throw our electronic objects away). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the author’s point of view about electronic 

waste (The author’s point of view about e-waste is you should recycle instead of just dumping it); however, 

the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (People keep throwing away there Electronics away and there throwing away like computers in 

backyards cell phones in the garbage and TV’s into streams); however, no valid inference from the text is 

provided. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (His point of 

view is when he was 11 he made up a system called e-waste). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The author’s point of view about 

electronic wast was that they were buring computers in their back yards putting tv into streams and tosting 

phones into gobigs). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

51 

 

 

 

  



 

Page 101 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Alex and the Iribarne sisters share personal characteristics of caring and determination. These two 

characteristics helped them reach their goals when they were trying to help others in big ways. 

 

All three people are caring because they all wanted to help other people. Alex wanted to help prevent 

people from getting sick because of electronic trash. He read an article and found out people were just throwing 

away old computers and TV’s, which contain harmful chemicals that hurt the environment, and eventually 

people. The text states “These harmful substances can leak into the environment, getting into crops, animals, 

water supplies—and people.” Alex was very concerned and set out to help, which motivated him to reach his 

goal of helping get rid of e-waste. Like Alex, the Iribarne sisters, Nicolette and Gabriela are also caring. They 

both loved soccer and thought kids all around the world should be able to play. So, to help kids that couldn’t 

play, they started an organization that would send soccer balls to refugee children all around the world. They 

also realized that there would be a lot of cultural differences, but that didn’t stop them. The text says, “Nicolette 

says, ‘The game of soccer led to instant friendship and showed me that beneath our cultural shields, our cores 

are all the same.’” Their caring personalities helped them see past differences, and look for things in common, 

which helped them be successful. They passed their goal of sending 1,000 soccer balls to kids and sent almost 

3,000!  

Another characteristic Alex and the Iribarne sisters share is determination. It’s determination that helped 

them work hard and reach their goals of helping others. For Alex, when it came to helping with the e-waste 

problem, it wasn’t a quick fix. The text states, “Alex and his friends spent several weeks gathering information 

about the chemicals in e-waste and their effects on humans.” This shows Alex’s determination to take time and 

really figure out the problem so he could make a difference. His efforts were evident when his drive collected 

over 21,000 pounds of e-waste, keeping it out of the ground. And, his determination didn’t stop there, as he 

eventually got a bill passed in his state that forbids the dumping of e-waste. The Iribarne sisters’ determination 

also helped them reach their goal of helping share the joy of soccer with kids all around the world. The girls 

thought it would be fun to send soccer balls to kids that didn’t have any, but this was not an easy goal to reach. 

At first Nicolette sent out a lot of e-mails, hoping this would be the answer, but it didn’t get enough donations to 

help send out her goal of 1,000 balls. She didn’t give up and asked a camp soccer coach to help. According to 

the text, “He liked Nicolette’s idea and allowed Futbol 4 Refugees to be set up within his organization so that 

donations could be processed more easily and donors would feel comfortable with an established organization.” 

Nicolette and her sister’s hard work paid off because they ended up donating almost 3,000 soccer balls to kids 

all over the world. They even decorated the balls, which also shows their effort to go above and beyond. 

 

Alex and the Iribarne sisters are both caring and determined. They truly cared about others, which was 

seen when they set out to help others and succeeded. Alex’s care and determination was evident when he 

worked hard to figure out a way to safely dispose of e-waste. And, the Iribarne sisters wanted to help refugee 

kids get soccer balls, which turned out to be a long process, but they didn’t give up and reached their goal. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

51 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 
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GUIDE PAPER 1c 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(Personal characterstics that Alex and the Iribarne sisters share are perseverance and good will). The 

response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (All of them want to help a global problem, The 

qualities helped Alex reach his goal because he never gave up when things weren’t going his way, The 

qualities helped the Irebarne sisters with their goal because they also didn’t give up!). The response 

develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts and examples from the texts (In “A Universal 

Language: Futbol 4 Dreams”, it says “This project isn’t about collecting soccer balls. It’s about helping 

people.”; In Recycling Electronic Waste”, it says “we could help students in our area and the environment 

at the same time.”; Then in the spring of 2006,…testified for new bill…it passed!”; “…they didn’t tell her 

it was impossible, instead they helped her put her plan into motion). The response exhibits clear 

organization with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In “A Universal, because he 

never, Then, For these reasons). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-

appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary (perseverance, good will, 

a global problem). The response provides a concluding statement that is compelling and follows clearly 

from the topic and information presented (For these reasons and more, all these characters persevered 

and helped their environment). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 

with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In the articles 

“A Universal Language: Futbol 4 Dreams” and “Recycling Electronic Waste”, the main characters share a 

personal characteristic. They used that characteristic to help them reach their goal). The response 

demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (Alex and the Iribarne sisters share the personal characteristic 

of having friends and people to support them. They used that characteristic to help reach their goal. Also, 

Alex and the sisters are also very determined to make accomplish their goal). The response develops the 

topic with relevant well-chosen details from the texts (Alex used his characteristic of determination to get a 

e-waste bill past on the State of Rhode Island; His friends were the ones who were there to help him; the 

sisters, used their characteristic of determination to keep their project going even though it was off to a 

rough start. Also they used their characteristic of having friends when they needed help to keep their project 

going, when they needed donations, and when the needed extra hands to decorate the balls). The response 

exhibits clear organization with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In the articles, 

He also, even though, In conclusion). The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the 

topic and information presented (In conclusion having the characteristic of determination can help you 

achieve your goal). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (the 

Irbarne sisters desplayed certain characteristics that are similar to the characteristics Alex desplayed). 

The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (The characteristic the Inbarne sisters and 

Alex share are selflessness, determination, and the want to make a change and I know that both Alex 

and the Iribarne sisters are selfless because they are thinking about what they can do to help others. 

This characteristic alings with the want to make a change). The response develops the topic with 

relevant, well-chosen facts and examples from the texts (Alex was part of a culb that he joined at age 9 

called WIN. WIN is an organization where kids make a difference in their community. Gabriela (one of 

the Iribarne sisters) started a club in her high school that helped decorate soccer balls for them to 

send over to different countries. That shows their selflessness and want to make a difference. Without 

deterimation they couldn’t help others. Nicolette (the other Iribarne sister) sent out over 200 emails at 

first. It took awhile but she didn’t give up. Alex and his club members from WIN spent weeks 

reaserching the topic of e-waste. They must have become impacient at somepoints but they were 

determined to create a change that they did reaserch it for weeks. Alex uses these trates to help him 

succeed because he didn’t give up even when there were pitfalls). The response exhibits clear 

organization and the response establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, 

stylistically sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (This 

characteristic alings with the want to make a change, Alex uses these trates to help him succeed 

because he didn’t give up even when there were pitfalls, make a difference, They must have become 

impacient at somepoints, selflessness, determination). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (desplayed, 

deterimation, alings, culb, reaserch, somepoints). 
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Alex and 

the Iribarne sisters had their own similar personal qualities. Their qualities helped both of them to 

reach their goal). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (Alex and the 

Irbarne sisters created projects to help with peoples needs and the environment and The Imbarne 

sisters and Alex were both determined to make their project successful and to help the enviroment and 

the people in it). The response develops the topic with relevant facts and examples from the texts (His 

qualities were helping with the enviorment and people’s needs and determination. “Alex and his 

friends spent several weeks gathering information about the chemicals in e-waste and their effects on 

humans. This shows how Alex started to achieve his goal by learning how to help people from avoiding 

e-waste. The article also shows how Alex’s determination payed off because it says “The bill became 

law . . . the fourth state nation to create legislation for safe disposal of e-waste and The Iribore sisters 

qualities of being helpfull and determination helped them achieve their goal and “We started talking 

about how soccer is universal . . . and how everyone should play it without inhibitions.” This shows 

how they cared about peoples needs. The article shows how the sisters determination helped to achieve 

their goal because the soccerballs did reach other countries). The response exhibits clear organization 

with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (One quality, Another quality, In 

conclusion). The response provides a concluding section that follows clearly from the topic and 

information presented (In conclusion Alex and the Iribarne sisters had uniqe qualities. They both 

shared similar qualities. Their qualities also helped them to reach their goal). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder 

comprehension (enviorment, payed, soccerballs, uniqe). 
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Both Alex and 

the Iribarne sisters share personal characteristics. And these qualities help them reach their goals). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (The personal characteristics Alex and the 

Iribane sisters have are caring. Alex heard about an issue about e-waste that could be putting his enviorment 

in danger. So he stood up to say something and take a stand and same goes for the Iribarne sisters. They 

cared enough to donate soccer balls to kids all over the world creating her own organization Soccer for 

Hope). The response sustains the use of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety (caring helped Alex to 

reach his goals by letting everyone know about this issue and being Able to collect over 21,000 pounds of 

ewaste and Rhode Island soon became the fourth state in the nation to create legislation for the safe disposal 

of e-waste and The Iribarne sisters shared the same characteristic helping them reach their goal by caring 

enough to create a organization called Soccer for Hope, which provdes Assistance to children with severe 

illness. They managed to donate almost 3,000 soccer balls to kids all over the world). The response exhibits 

clear organization and the response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic 

and information presented (In conclusion, Alex and the Iribarne sisters share the characteristic of caring). 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with occasional errors that do not 

hinder comprehension (enviorment and provdes). 

  

Additional 
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Alex and the 

Iribarne sisters wanted to make a difference). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the 

texts (They were both determined and were caring about this. These qualities helped Alex reach his goal and 

the Iribarne sisters used their determination). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the 

use of some textual evidence (His determination helped him to keep trying to pass a law about e-waste even 

though the government denied the law. Also, since he cared about his state, he changed the state to a better 

one and The Iribarne sisters used their determination to make this happen by figuring out how to donate 

soccer balls across the world and how to get people to donate soccer balls). The response exhibits some 

attempt at organization, and does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Alex and the 

Iribarne sisters shared quite a lot of characteristics. They both were caring, kind, and they were definitely 

determined). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (They stuck with what they 

decided to start and never gave up). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only 

develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (The only reason why he wanted to clean e-waste was 

because he was concerned for the enviorment and others. This shows when Alex said he was worried in line 

8 and passed the law in line 60 and These qualities helped the Iribarne sisters because they wanted to people 

smile and have fun universally. They cared for others and wanted them to have strong bonds, as shown in 

line 14 and 15). The response maintains a formal style, however, no concluding statement is provided. The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Alex and the 

Iribane sisters are very much alike and diffrent). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with 

the use of some textual evidence, but only develops some ideas with minimal evidence (The Iribarne sisters 

are alike. They never stopped searching for a way to get those balls to the kids. They are also hard working 

because they found a cause and worked at it and Alex is hard working. Because he never gave up. He also is 

caring most people would have read the article is the news paper and wouldnt have cared). The response 

exhibits some attempt at organization, and the response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style. The 

response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented 

(The Iribarne sisters and Alex are hardworking and smart). The response demonstrates emerging command 

of conventions with some errors that may hinder comprehension (Because he never gave up. He also is 

caring most people would have read the article is the news paper and wouldnt have cared). 

  

Additional 
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Alex and the 

Iribarne sisters share the same characteristics they both want to help the world be a better place. with help 

from family and friends). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual 

evidence (Alex want to stop the effects of e-waste, The Iribarne sisters donate soccer ball to kids who don’t 

have one and Alex bring Awearness that the lead from eletronos can infect people kids pets and other 

animals). The response exhibits some attempt at organization, and the response establishes but fails to 

maintain a formal style. The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates 

emerging command of conventions with some errors that may hinder comprehension (share the same 

characteristics they both want to help the world, With help from family and friends, Awearness, eletronos). 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the task. The response demonstrates an attempt to use 

evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence that is generally invalid (Alex’s qualities for 

reaching his goal are first reading an article on e- waste. Then coming up with a practical way to solve the 

solution. The Iribarne sisters qualities for reaching there goal is just by talking about how kids all around 

the world know about but just don’t have a soccer ball). The response demonstrates little attempt at 

organization. The response lacks a formal style, and uses language that is imprecise for the text and task 

(Alex’s qualities for reaching his goal are first reading an article on e- waste. Then coming up with a 

practical way to solve the solution). The response provides a concluding statement that is unrelated to the 

information presented (Alex and the Iribarne sisters are similar because they all had the idea of coming up 

with an organization to make the world a better place). The response demonstrates emerging command of 

conventions with some errors that may hinder comprehension (Alex’s qualities for reaching his goal are first 

reading an article on e- waste, Then coming up with a practical way to solve the solution, there). 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (In both 

stories “Recycling Electronic waste” and “A universal Language: Fubol 4 Dreams” there are many 

characteristics that are shared and it all about helping the earth be a better place for all of use). The 

response demonstrates little understanding of the texts and the response demonstrates an attempt to use 

evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence (The goals also help understand why our earth was 

like and how it would be if we change). The response provides a concluding sentence that is illogical (Alex 

and Inbarne sisters both share how to help the earth). The response demonstrates emerging command of 

conventions with some errors that may hinder comprehension. 

  

Additional 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (One personal 

characteristics Alex and the Tribarne sisters share is that they stand up for what they believed in). The 

response provides no evidence and is inaccurate (Both alex and the Tribarne are determined to change the 

world. Alex reached his goal by standing up for what he believed in and he tryed different ways to change his 

environment. The Tribarne sisters reached their goal by the help of an adult which is their parents). The 

response demonstrates little attempt at organization. The response does not provide a concluding statement. 

The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions with some errors that may hinder 

comprehension (tryed and by the help of). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task. The response provides no 

evidence. There is no evidence of organization and no concluding statement is provided. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions with some errors that may hinder comprehension (don’t 

harm anythigng that’s not right to do). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task. The response provided is copied 

from the text and does not present any original student work. The response is minimal, making assessment of 

conventions unreliable. 

Additional 



 

 

 


