
7ELA SLM-T 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2016 Common Core  

English Language Arts Test 

Writing 

 

 
 

 

Grade 7 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Scoring Leader Materials 
 

Training Set 
  

New State 
Program 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Information 

 

“Excerpt from Shipwrecked Sailor”: From “Shipwrecked Sailor”, CRUSOE’S ISLAND by John Ross Browne. Used 

with permission of: Project Gutenberg. 

 

“My Brooklyn Grandmother from The Lost Garden”: From THE LOST GARDEN by Laurence Yep. Reprinted with 

permission of Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing 

Division. Copyright © 1991 by Laurence Yep. 

 

“Your Head’s Battery”: From “Your Head’s Battery” by Sid Perkins, SCIENCE NEWS FOR KIDS 2013. Copyright © 

2013 by The Weekly Reader Corporation. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Inc. 

 

“Excerpt from Buddha Boy”: From BUDDHA BOY by Kathe Koja © 2003 by Kathe Koja. Reprinted by permission of 

Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

 

“Excerpt from One + One = Blue”: From ONE + ONE = BLUE by MJ Auch © 2013 by MJ Auch. Reprinted by 

permission of Henry Holt & Company, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developed and published under contract with the New York State Education Department by Questar Assessment Inc., 5550 Upper  147
t h

 S t reet  

W est ,  Appl e  Val l ey ,  MN 55124 . Copyright © 2016 by the New York State Education Department. All rights reserved. This publication may be 

reproduced or transmitted for the purpose of scoring activities authorized by the New York State Education Department. 



Page 1 
 

 

 



Page 2 
 

  



 

Page 3 
 



 

Page 4 
 

  



 

Page 5 
 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
43 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Captain Brooks’ and his crew’s knowledge of the island of Juan Fernandez is important because they knew to 

prepare for danger and wouldn’t be caught off guard.  For example, in the text, it states, “The Chileans who 

frequented this lonely island we knew to be a very bad set of people, chiefly convicts and outcasts, who would 

not hesitate to rob and murder any stranger whom misfortune or the love of adventure might cast in their 

power.”  This shows the dangers they knew they might encounter and because it is night, they are even more 

concerned.  Therefore, they loaded their guns and got ready for possible trouble. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Captain Brooks’ and his crew’s 

knowledge of the island of Juan Fernandez is important (because they knew there were people on the 

island and This kept them cautious and careful). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“…sometimes people lived upon the island 

from the coast of Chile, and sometimes it was entirely deserted” and “The Chileans who frequented this 

lonely island we knew to be a very bad set of people, chiefly convicts and outcasts, who would not 

hesitate to rob and murder any stranger whom misfortune or the love of adventure might cast in their 

power”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Captain Brooks’ and his crew’s 

knowledge of the island of Juan Fernandez is important (This helps the crew know to bring weapons for 

safety). The response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts and details from the text for support 

as required by the prompt (“The Chileans who frequented this lonely island we knew to be a very bad 

set of people, chiefly conflicts and outcasts, who would not hesitate to rob and murder any stranger…” 

and “The better to provide against danger, we loaded our guns, and placed them in the bow, as also the 

harpoon upon which we steered for the light”). This response includes complete sentences where errors 

do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Captain Brooks’ and his crew’s 

knowledge of the island of Juan Fernandez is important (because they knew there were hazards if they 

went there).  The response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“The Chileans who frequented this lonely island we knew to be a very bad set 

of people, chiefly convicts and outcasts, who would not hesitate to rob or murder any stranger…” and 

“Pirates, also had frequented its bays from the time of the buccaneers”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

43 

 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Captain Brooks’ and his crew’s 

knowledge of the island of Juan Fernandez is important (they knew that there could be convicts on the 

island).  However, this response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (they 

loaded their guns just in case). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 
43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Captain Brooks’ and his crew’s 

knowledge of the island of Juan Fernandez is important (this created their expectation of what might 

happen there).  This response, however, only provides one concrete detail from the text for support 

(they knew that that place was filled with bad people, so they expected thieves). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Captain Brooks’ and his crew’s 

knowledge of the island of Juan Fernandez is important (They know what it is like out in the ocean and 

what the islanders can do to them); however, this response does not provide two concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors 

do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (Captain Brooks’ and and his crew’s knowledge of the island of Juan 

Fernandez important in “Excerpt from Shipwrecked Sailor” because it had riches never have found 

beferer). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Captain and his crews 

knowledge of this island of Juan Fernandez impact the novel. It impacted the novel because it make it 

more interested. the Reader would want to read it more). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

44 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
In “Excerpt from Shipwrecked Sailor,” the attitude of the crew members changes throughout the story.  They 

start out frightened and discouraged as the text states, “…we began to despair of getting ashore before 

daylight.”  Not only were they worried they wouldn’t get there, they were scared about finding convicts on the 

island.  However, towards the end of the story the crew thinks they see a ship and they become more hopeful 

and positive.  This is evident when the author says, “I shall never forget the joy of the whole party at that 

sight.” 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  



 

Page 15 
 

GUIDE PAPER 1 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the attitude of the crew members 

changed throughout the story (changed dramatically from scared to elated). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (In the 

beginning of the story the crew members were scared “. . . the horrors of that eventful night” and 

towards the end of the story, the crew members became elated, “No longer able to suppress our joy, we 

gave vent to three hearty cheers . . .”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the attitude of the crew members 

changed throughout the story (happy, then scared, and then happy again). The response provides a 

sufficient number of relevant facts and details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(happy at first because they see a light, Chileans are known to rob and murder people so they are 

scared, happy again because they see a ship heading in the same direction as them). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the attitude of the crew members 

changed throughout the story (serious had no hope, but at the end they were happy joy ful cheering). 

The response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (“We began to despair” and “No longer able to suppress our joy”).  
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the attitude of the crew members 

changed throughout the story (first they were nervous and after they were joyful). However, this 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (They were nervous, “sometimes 

people lived upon the island from the coast of Chile, and sometimes it was easily deserted”). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides only one relevant detail from the text to explain how the attitude of the crew 

members changed throughout the story (In the beginning the crew was looking for the land and in the 

end of the story the crew members were happy and gave hearty cheers); however, no valid inference is 

provided. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the attitude of the crew members 

changed throughout the story (In the beginning of the story the sailors were sad and weary and at the 

end they were happy); however, this response does not provide two concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

44 

 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The attitude of the crew members changed during the story. There 

attitudes changed because in the beggining they weren’t shooting at the enemy’s. At the end the soldiers 

started shooting). 

  



 

Page 22 
 

GUIDE PAPER 8 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (the attitude of the crew members change throughout the story was 

from a tough pirate to a happy person when they win a lottery). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

45 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
The author learns a lesson about culture from his grandmother in “My Brooklyn Grandmother from The 

Lost Garden.” As a child, he spent much time with his “Brooklyn grandmother.” These experiences teach him 

many lessons, which are still with him as an adult. Because she loved to cook, many of these lessons took place 

in the kitchen. One in particular was cooking rice. 

The author’s grandmother was a great cook, but she could be very fussy. When he was a boy, she 

showed him how to cook rice, which turned out to be a long and unique process. One important step was 

washing the rice – not once, but over six times! This is how she had always done it. “In the old days, washing 

rice was wise because I’m told they used talcum on the grains.” Also, using exact measurements wasn’t how 

good cooks did it in the old days. She taught him to add water to the rice until it reached his knuckle. By 

passing down these cooking methods, she taught him cultural traditions. As an adult, he makes rice in this same 

fussy way, “though I only wash the rice once now.” 

“How to cook rice” is a lesson about Chinese culture the author has carried into his adult life, but it isn’t 

just about rice. He says, “I think some of the fussiness over the rice carries over into my writing forcing me to 

write several drafts of a book before I’m satisfied.” So, not only did his grandmother teach him lessons about 

cooking, but also how to be a good writer and try your best. Another example is when he moved away to 

college, she always sent him treats and care packages. Some of these he would cook with rice, just like she 

taught him. This shows her lessons stayed with him even when they were no longer together. 

In conclusion, his grandmother taught him lessons about cooking, sharing culture from the old days. As an 

adult, he carries out some of these cooking traditions, both in the kitchen and in other parts of his life, like 

writing. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 
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GUIDE PAPER 1c 

 
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 

and purpose (He learns that affection can be shown in differentways. The author learns this during his time 

with his grandmother in Brookyln, showing her affection through her cooking. This lesson had also affected 

& remained in his adult life, to become a writer from his love of writing). The response demonstrates 

insightful analysis of the text (The author was able to learn the lesson about his culture; Laurence was 

loved by his grandmother, even though he was not familiar with his familys’ culture. Also Laurence had to 

appreciate his grandmother’s love by finishing every dish his grandmother serves him; Laurence’s 

adulthood was also affected from his lesson from his grandmother. Laurence is able to show his affection to 

his grandmother through the things he loves, writing). The topic is developed with the sustained use of 

relevant, well-chosen details from the text (“She accepted her Americanized grandchild (Author); and the 

way she expressed that love was with food.”; “Along with the cooking lesson, some of my grandmother’s 

personality soaked into me”; “I think some of the fussiness over the rice carries over into my writing 

forcing me to several drafts of a book before I am satisfied”) The response exhibits clear organization and 

provides a concluding statement that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic (The author Laurence 

was able to learn the lesson of his culture, to be able to show affection through many ways like his 

grandmother did with her cooking. He appreciates her affection, so he eats the food until the dish is clean. 

Later as he becomes an adult he shows his gratitude by doing something he loves, writing). A formal style 

is established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific 

vocabulary (affection, love of writing, appreciate, truly learning, appreciates, gratitude). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a  

45 

  

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b  

 

  

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2c  

 
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 

and purpose (The author learns a lesson about culture from his grandmother in “My Brooklyn 

Grandmother” by Laurence Yep. Laurence Yep learned to pursue things and be determined to achieve his 

goals until they are perfect). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the text, (Over the course of 

the story, the author learns to be determined until he reaches his goal; In the end, the result of the rice was 

perfect so it showed that if you stick with something there will be a good result; the message has remained 

with the author.; So, the author’s life is writing and if the lesson of persistace has carried over in his 

writing than he has clearly kept the message with him). The topic is developed with the sustained use of 

relevant, well-chosen details from the text (When the author was washing the rice he had to wash it six 

times in order to get it perfect; Even then that wasn’t good enough; The result was rice of just the right 

consistency and density; “The rice carries over in my writing forcing me to write several drafts of a book 

before I’m satisfied,”). Clear organization is exhibited by the skillful use of appropriate and varied 

transitions to create a unified whole (Over the course of the story, until, Even then, In the end, As shown in 

the passage, In the beginning, Therefore). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of 

grade-appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (determined to achieve, stick with something, 

stay determined, lesson of persistace, pays off in the end).  The response provides a concluding section that 

follows clearly from the topic and information presented (Therefore, the message learned by the author in 

“My Brooklyn Grandmother,” is that persistence pays off in the end. This message stays with the author, 

Laurence Yep throughout his adult life). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with few errors. 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 
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GUIDE PAPER 3c 

 
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(The author learns from his grandmother that culture can influence ones life and bring people closer 

together.”). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the text (she accepted her americanized 

grandchild and the way she expressed that love with with food.”; The author learns this lesson by the 

different types of food from all different contries that his grandmother gives him which brings them 

closer together since they are so different.”; This lesson stayed with the author through his adult life 

because his grandmother sends him food from all across america.; the author learned that culture 

can influence ones life and bring people closer together). The topic is developed with the sustained 

use of relevant, well-chosen details from the text (“As expression of her love she kept me well 

supplied with dai day, salted sand dabs, a small flat fish from monerey that I have never been able to 

find since the Chinese fishing colony there disappeared.”; later when I left San Francisco to go to 

college she always sent me boxes of special treats.” Much to my delight her care packages followed 

me all across America.). Clear organization is exhibited by the use of appropriate transitions and a 

concluding statement is provided (In conclusion the author learned that culture can influence ones 

life and bring people closer together, his grandmother showed that the food the she gave him that 

came from all across america made them have a better bond and another way to show her love). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.  
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

 

 

 

 

 
Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The author’s 

grandmother teaches him a great lesson about culture). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

analysis of the text (also teachers her that even though they are much different and it is hard for them to 

understand each other, they are family. The author learned this lesson when his grandmother became 

accepting of him and Over time they bonded and the author learned the lesson his grandmother was 

teaching). The topic is developed with relevant details from the text (the author is more Americanized, The 

grandmother taught him her techniques of cooking, Her personality and determination followed him into 

adulthood). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a 

unified whole (even though, Eventually, One way, also). A formal style is established and maintained 

through the use of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (great lesson, techniques, bonded, 

positive influence, essential impact). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information 

presented (The author’s grandmother had an essential impact on his life). The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (teachers her). 
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

45 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 

 

 

 

 
Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The author 

learns a lesson that was somewhere a hidden secret in his life towards his success. The lesson taught to 

him by his grandmother was revising anything many times before it is finalized can give you the outcome 

of perfection). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the text (the grandmother revised 

and led to the outcome of perfection, The author learns this lesson by once trying this process himself, 

some of his grandmother’s personality soaked into him). The topic is developed with relevant details from 

the text (“By the sixth time the water was clear no matter how often I swirled my hand around” and “the 

result was rice of just the right consistency and density”; “I had to pour the water out gently… Even then 

that wasn’t enough. I remember my fingers were wrinkled by the time she declared the dirt was gone. …”; 

“I think some of the fussiness over the rice carries over into my writing forcing me to write several drafts 

of a book before I’m satisfied”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate 

transitions to create a unified whole (By the sixth time, and, These quotes prove, This shows, In 

conclusion). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, I 

believe that what the author’s grandmother taught him remained successfully with him throughout his life 

and career). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 

 

 

 

 
 Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (the 

measurement of food dosen’t count its just “a bit of this & a handful of that” and his grandmother taught 

him how to cook). The response demonstrates some literal comprehension of the text (The author learns 

this because he was taught by his grandmother and This lesson had stayed in his adult life because he still 

cooks like his grandmother). The topic is developed with relevant facts and details from the text (The 

grandmother taught him how to wash the rice because it has talcum, “Instead, I still make rice basically 

the way my grandmother showed me, even to measuring the water in the pot with a knukle- though I wash 

the rice only once” and He also cooks without measurement like his grandma but his food still comes out 

good). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified 

whole (The author learns, because, According to, Instead, It also states, To conclude). The concluding 

statement follows generally from the topic and information presented (To conclude, family recipes go on 

by generations. Some might change it but the food still comes out good). The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (dosen’t and knukle). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 7b 

 

 

 

 

 
Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The lesson the 

grandmother teaches the author about culture is to “make their culture’s food right”). The response 

demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (The author learns this lesson by actually doing it in his 

adult life and watching his grandmother when he’s younger and He shows it when he used to watch his 

grandmother and does it when he makes rice). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual 

evidence (his grandmother always made rice by washing it 6 times; he used to watch his grandmother make 

dishes out of taro root; and he makes his own rice, except he washes it once instead of six). This response 

exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (In the passage, For example). 

The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 

comprehension. 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The Author learns 

some lessons from his grandma). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (the 

cultural lesson she taught him to do was to soak rice in a pot with luke warm water until it is perfectly 

clean and accept other people because she was another race and she accept her American grand child). 

The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (she taught him to do was to soak 

rice in a pot with luke warm water and In the author’s adult life he show one of his grandma’s lesson 

which was him soaking the rice with luke warm water in his dorm room). This response exhibits little 

attempt at organization (Another lesson and Those are). The response demonstrates emerging command 

of conventions, with some errors (accept her american grand child and he show one).  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The lesson his 

grandmother teachs him is making rice). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text 

(He learns how to make rice by his grandmother and He shows how the lesson remains with him 

because he keeps on making it).  This response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence (you 

have to clean the rice till there is no more dirt and then you fill the water to a certain height and then 

cook the rice). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and there is no concluding statement.  

The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 

comprehension (by his grandmother teachs him you). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (ever culture cooks food a diffrent way). 

This response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence (in the grandmother culture they make 

rice a different way then other cultures). This response exhibits some attempt at organization (For 

example, By doing this).  This response does not provide a concluding statement. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension 

(ever culture and the grandmother culture). 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

45 

 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (The grandmother taught him how to cook 

rice the old way). This response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with 

minimal, occasional evidence which is generally invalid (In college he still cooks the rice the way she 

told him). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding statement is provided. 

The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (he gains life lessons and the “taste” of his 

family culture). This response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence but only develops ideas with 

little relevant evidence (The author learns about his culture through his grandmother). This response 

exhibits little attempt at organization, and no concluding statement is provided. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (The author in the story 

learned a lot from his cultured grandmother). No evidence is provided. This response exhibits no 

evidence of organization, and no concluding statement is provided.  The response is minimal, making 

assessment of conventions unreliable. 

  



 

Page 50 
 

GUIDE PAPER 14 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (learn this lesson by Figuring 

out stuff like opening his eyes by doing the good stuff instead of the bad stuff). No evidence is provided. 

This response exhibits no evidence of organization, and no concluding statement is provided. The 

response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors (author learn this, got 

more). 

  

Additional 



 

Page 51 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

46 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The photograph aids the reader’s understanding of the article by giving a picture of how small and detailed the 

circuit is as compared to a fingertip. The photograph shows the chip on an actual fingertip so the reader really 

gets an idea of how “these electrodes had to be very small.” It also shows the small electronic circuit, “inside 

the two squares,” so the reader is able to visualize how tiny and detailed the circuit is when compared to an 

index finger. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the photograph aids the reader’s 

understanding of the article (what it looks like and how tiny it is and without it it would be hard to 

visualize what half the story is talking about). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“That chip was small enough to fit on a 

fingertip” and “a small electronic ciruit that can monitor the strength of the natural battery in a guinea 

pig’s inner ear”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the photograph aids the reader’s 

understanding of the article (helps readers compare the size of the small electric circuit to the size of a 

fingertip to see the tininess of the small electric circuit). The response provides a sufficient number of 

relevant facts from the text for support as required by the prompt (the chip was small enough to fit in a 

guinea pig’s ear and has to be very small and provide little resistance to the flow of electricity). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the photograph aids the reader’s 

understanding of the article (it shows how small it is compared to the finger). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“These 

electrodes had to be very small” and “That chip was small enough to fit on a fingertip”). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 58 
 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the photograph aids the reader’s 

understanding of the article (shows how small the device is); however, this response only provides one 

concrete detail from the text for support (can monitor the strength of the natural battery in a guinea 

pigs pig’s inner ear). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides only one relevant detail from the text to explain how the photograph aids the 

reader’s understanding of the article [Scientists have designed a small electronic circuit (inside the two 

squares) that can monitor the strenth of the natural battery in the giniea pig’s inner ear ]; however, no 

valid inference from the text is provided. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the photograph aids the reader’s 

understanding of the article (it helps them show how it looks); however, this response does not provide 

two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The reader may start to 

understand the feeling of the article and can use Text based evidence to determine the purpose of a 

scientific article). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The photograph aids the 

reader’s by understanding that it will help gineau pig’s inner there ear, as in controling what there 

doing). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

47 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Experts from different fields of study have been involved in this research to help at different points of the 

project. First, it took engineers to design a very small device that could “measure changes in the strength of 

the ear’s natural battery.” This is how they were able to get data from the battery. Then, a medical team had to 

implant the chip into the ear. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why experts from different fields of 

study have been involved in this research (each expert has their speciality in which will make the 

research a raging success if they’re involve in it). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Konstantin Stankovic an ear 

surgeon led a team that implanted those electrodes” and “Anantha Chandrakasan he’s an electrical 

engineer, designed a tiny device to measure changes in the strength of the ear’s natural battery”). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why experts from different fields of 

study have been involved in this research (they are needed to do different jobs). The response provides 

a sufficient number of relevant facts from the text for support as required by the prompt (Anantha 

Chandrakasan had been involved in this research to help with electric engineering and Konstantina 

Stankovic was involved to insert the Chip she was an ear surgeon). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why experts from different fields of 

study have been involved in this research (For this project, many things are needed to be done). The 

response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts and information from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (They need electrical engineers for making the chip and measuring the voltage 

and they need doctors to get the chip into the ear). 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why experts from different fields of 

study have been involved in this research (because they are using different types of science); however, 

this response only provides one relevant fact from the text for support (you can’t have an electrical 

engineer perform ear surgery). 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why experts from different fields of 

study have been involved in this research (Experts from different fields of study been involed with the 

research because Konstantina Stankovic an ear surgon at Harvard Medical School led up with a team); 

however, this response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (implanted smaller 

electrodes). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why experts from different fields of 

study have been involved in this research (because they want varied information); however, this 

response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (experts from diffrent Fields of 

study been involved in this research because it’s a very interesting topic so any expert From any Field 

can come. they can come and work on the same topic). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Many different experts study this 

because its not anormal thing to think about). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

48 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
In “Excerpt from Buddha Boy,” the theme of lines 35 through 58 is to try your best and great things may 

happen. When Jinsen is asked if he spent all of his insurance money on art supplies, he says, “All of it.  She 

told me it was mine and I should do whatever I thought was best.” This shows Jinsen is really trying to be an 

artist and investing in his talent. In line 57, Justin says, “…there was a longing so intense that it startled me,” 

as he looks closely at Jinsen’s face. This shows how much Jinsen wants to get the internship, and how hard he 

has tried, responding with, “I did my best.” 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  



 

Page 76 
 

GUIDE PAPER 1 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme is developed (You 

shouldn’t be insecure). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt (“Well once you get that internship, you—“ “who knows if I’ll get it” 

and “I just wish I’d had that other scroll to show him, too” “Don’t worry.” I said; because I knew, I was 

sure. “The banner will be enough”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme is developed (try your 

hardest and best and hopefully you’ll get what you deserve).  The response provides a sufficient number 

of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Jinsen wants to go to art school 

and he made a banner trying his hardest to make it great to get in and “I did my best . . .”).  This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 78 
 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme is developed (They started 

to bound). The response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (because in the story they were talking about art and scolarships and was 

talking about when his dad used to sell paintings). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides some relevant facts and details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (“we spent a while going through art books . . .” and “. . . I ought to go to art school”). While 

the response provides some information from the text, no valid inference is present (I think theme 

between lines 35 to 58 were about art). Although “art” is a topic, it is not a theme. This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme is developed (show that 

the boys emotion chong quickly); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

The response provides some information from the text for support as required by the prompt (It was 

about what and how she like to paint); however, no valid inference from the text is provided to explain 

what theme is developed.  
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

The response is totally inaccurate (It shows how responsible she is). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Do you think his great aunt 

might need a little help while he’s gone. and the tickle of karma again). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

49 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Lines 81 through 84 are important to the plot of the story because Audrey offers to help out with Jinsen’s 

great-aunt. Earlier in the story, Jinsen is unsure if he can go with Justin to visit his dad because Jinsen can’t 

leave his great-aunt alone. He says, “Maybe if someone came to check, made sure she was OK—” then he 

could go. Justin thinks of suggesting Audrey, but decides he should ask first, and stays silent. So, at the end of 

the story, when Audrey offers to help with the great-aunt without even being asked, Justin thinks this is karma. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides two valid inferences from the text to explain why lines 81 through 84 are 

important to the plot of the story (if Aubrey looks after Jinsen’s great-aunt, then Jinsen could go on 

vacation with Justin and this shows how Audrey solved Jinsen’s problems). The response provides a 

number of relevant facts and concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“No, I 

mean I don’t know if I could leave her on her own for that long. Maybe if someone came to check, make 

sure she was ok and Hey, my mom could do it, but then I thought I ought to ask her first” and Audrey 

says, “Do you think his great aunt might need a little help while he’s gone? Just someone looking in, 

stopping by for a cup of tea or something . . . ’”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why lines 81 through 84 are important 

to the plot of the story (they show how Justin’s mom agreed without even him asking). The response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“I 

would have suggested it myself, but i didn’t want to seem pushy” and “Do you think his great-Aunt 

might need a little help”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why lines 81 through 84 are important 

to the plot of the story (He needs someone to watch Jinsen’s great-aunt). The response provides a 

sufficient number of relevant facts from the text for support as required by the prompt (The main 

character thinks “Hey my mom can do it” and “I would have suggested it myself, but I didn’t want to 

seem pushy” and He didn’t even need to volunteer her). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

The response provides one concrete detail from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Just 

someone looking in stopping by for a cup of tea or something . . . I would have suggested it myself, but I 

didn’t want to seem pushy”); however, no valid inference from the text is provided to explain why lines 

81 through 84 are important to the plot of the story. This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides one concrete detail from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Do you 

think his great-aunt might need a little help while he’s gone”); however, no valid inference from the 

text is provided to explain why lines 81 through 84 are important to the plot of the story. This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.    

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(Audrey wanted to help Jinsen’s great-aunt); however, no valid inference from the text is provided to 

explain why lines 81 through 84 are important to the plot of the story. This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The lines 81 through 84 were 

important because This whole text was talking about tea and many people were asking Jinsen if he 

wanted tea). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Lines 81 through 84 is important 

to the plot of the story because it explains what happened to them and that was the plot and main idea 

in those lines). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

50 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
In “Excerpt from One + One = Blue,” the reader sees Basil’s family from both Basil’s and Tenzie’s point of 

view, giving the reader more insight into the characters’ feelings. Tenzie thinks Basil’s family is wonderful 

and so much better than hers, but that’s not the way Basil sees it. When Tenzie says, “You live in this mind-

boggling place. You don’t know how good you have it, Pesto,” it shows that Tenzie really admires his family 

life and wants to be his friend. However, she doesn’t know what’s really going on, but the reader does because 

the story is also told from Basil’s point of view. Basil tells the reader his mom and dad have both left and 

don’t really see him anymore. Because Tenzie doesn’t know, she goes on saying, “It must be fun to go visit 

her in Hollywood, though.” These different points of view help the reader feel more sympathy for Basil and 

his family. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  



 

Page 96 
 

GUIDE PAPER 1 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what effect the difference in Basil’s 

point of view and Tenzie’s point of view regarding Basil’s family have on the story (creates a bitter-

sweet feeling in the story Tenzie makes it seem sweeter and Basil creates a darker feeling). The 

response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts and concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (Tenzie makes it seem sweeter by commenting on the finer points in Basil’s life 

and easily joining in the drumming. “You live in this mind-boggling place. It can look just the way you 

and your grandmother want it” and Basil creates a darker feeling by showing the not-so-good parts of 

her life and showing hatred towards Tenzie. “Where’s your father?’ ‘Never met him.’ I didn’t want to 

get into my family stuff with Tenzie”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what effect the difference in Basil’s 

point of view and Tenzie’s point of view regarding Basil’s family have on the story (are very different 

regarding Basil’s family, which shows a twist in the story). The response provides a sufficient number 

of relevant facts and concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“You live in 

this mind-boggling place. It can look just the way you and your grandmother want it…. You don’t know 

how good you have it, Pesto” and This all makes a twist in the story because Tenzie thinks Basil is 

living a perfect life but doesn’t know what is really going on and “Where’s your father, “Never met 

him,” which show that he doesn’t have his father in the picture and his mother went away too).  This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what effect the difference in Basil’s 

point of view and Tenzie’s point of view regarding Basil’s family have on the story (To Basil, his family 

isn’t much and to Tenzie, it is all she could hope for). The response provides relevant facts from the text 

for support as required by the prompt (Father gone, Mother in Hollywood, Tenzie tries to become a 

part of this family that she thinks is amazing, but it angers Basil). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what effect the difference in Basil’s 

point of view and Tenzie’s point of view regarding Basil’s family have on the story (Tenzie thinks 

Basils life is perfect but it wasn’t); however, the response only provides one relevant detail from the text 

for support as required by the prompt. (Basil explained to Tenzie she didn’t have a mother or father 

because they left her). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides some relevant facts from the text for support as required by the prompt (She 

talkes about her family and How his mom is in hollywood and How his dad abandend them); however 

no valid inference from the text is provided to explain what effect the difference in Basil’s point of view 

and Tenzie’s point of view regarding Basil’s family have on the story. This response includes 

incomplete sentences. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what effect the difference in Basil’s 

point of view and Tenzie’s point of view regarding Basil’s family have on the story (The two opinions 

show the conflict between Basil and Tenzie); however, the response does not provide two concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Gram’s eye were closed now and 

she slipped into her own little world). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The effect that the difference in 

Basil’s point of view and Tenzie’s point of view regarding Basil’s family have on the story is that Basil 

is a excerpt and Tenzie is a African). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

51 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
In “Excerpt from Buddha Boy” and “Excerpt from One + One = Blue,” both Justin and Basil take 

chances that they learn from. Their chances are very similar because they both try to become better friends, 

Justin with Jinsen, and Basil with Tenzie, when they each invite them to their homes. With these risks they both 

learn new things about themselves, which is evident through conversations and events in the stories. 

Justin takes a chance when he invites his newer friend, Jinsen, to his house and to his dad’s studio over 

spring break. First, this is a risk because he doesn’t know if Jinsen will say yes to the week away. Justin doesn’t 

want to make him feel bad about it because he knows Jinsen might have to take care of his great-aunt. 

Furthermore, he doesn’t know what Jinsen thinks of his family and how he lives. He starts to learn more though 

throughout Jinsen’s visit, teaching Justin to be grateful for all that he has. As they walk up to the house, Jinsen 

says, “All the trees, and everything….It’s nice.” Jinsen thinks everything at Justin’s is great: the house, the 

Cokes, his dad’s paintings, Audrey’s meal and even all of her questions. This isn’t what Justin is expecting and 

in the visit learns to appreciate his home and family. When Justin thinks his room must look like “a dumping 

ground for ‘King consumer’” to Jinsen, Justin starts to see himself through Jinsen’s eyes. Line 27 states, “It was 

strange, as if I were seeing through his eyes, like catching a glimpse of myself in a mirror, a mirror I didn’t 

know was there.” This shows Justin is starting to see his life a little differently, and maybe he should be 

thankful for all the things he has, realizing not everyone lives this way. He also learns to appreciate his mom 

more because at first he doesn’t like her asking Jinsen so many questions and is embarrassed by it. However, 

later on he does the dishes to show he is grateful for her being so kind to Jinsen. At the end of the story, Audrey 

surprises Justin when she offers to help with the great-aunt. Justin realizes how lucky he is to have such a caring 

family and nice things, like a big house and hearty meals. 

Basil also takes a chance when he invites a new girl, Tenzie, over to his house. In the introduction, it 

says that Tenzie is trying to be Basil’s friend, but throughout the story it is evident that Basil doesn’t really want 

the friendship. When Tenzie asks Basil about the photo of his mom, Basil doesn’t like Tenzie being so nosy. 

Tenzie thinks Basil is so lucky to have a mom in Hollywood and thinks it would be fun to visit her. This makes 

Basil irritated because little does Tenzie know that Basil never really sees his mom. She gets even more 

annoyed with Tenzie when she asks, “‘Where’s your father?’ ‘Never met him.’ I didn’t want to get into my 

family stuff with Tenzie.” Basil starts to learn that he doesn’t really want to be friends after all, if he has to 

share things about his family. As the story moves along, Basil becomes even more certain that he doesn’t want 

to be friends. For example, when Tenzie has such a great time drumming with the grandmother, Basil feels left 

out and recalls all the ways Tenzie is butting into his life. “First Tenzie had taken over my desk in the cafeteria, 

then she had invaded my seat on the bus. Now she was squeezing herself into my family. And I didn’t like it.” 

By the end of the visit, Basil learns he doesn’t really want to be friends with someone that he sees as butting 

into his way of life. 

Both Justin and Basil take chances with new friends. They invite them into their homes and risk letting 

their new friends see more of who they really are. The outcome is positive for Justin as he learns to feel 

grateful for his family and home, and likes being friends with Jinsen. However, Basil’s chance doesn’t end so 

well. He discovers he doesn’t really like Tenzie intruding in his life, at home or at school. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

51 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 
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GUIDE PAPER 1c 

 
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 

and purpose (Justin and Basil have some things in common. They both take chances with these newfound 

“friends” of theirs, but also learn something about themselves through their conversations and events). The 

response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (They almost take the same chance, but also learn 

something about themselves and They learn that they both have it better, that they are more fortunate). The 

topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (Justin and Basil 

both bring a newly “befriended” person to their home to meet their family, Justin invites his new friend 

Jinsen to visit his father’s art studio over spring break; Tenzie is trying to become friends with Basil and 

teasingly names him Pesto; Justin learns that he is lucky to have caring parents that love and support him. 

“Maybe he liked having a mom to give him the friendly third degree even if it wasn’t his mom”; But with 

Basil, she learns this too, but she doesn’t want to share it with Tenzie. In the “One + One = Blue “excerpt, 

Basil says, “Now she was squeezing herself into my family. And I didn’t like it”). Clear organization is 

exhibited by the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole (In each, In both, 

This is stated, except for one thing, but on the other hand). This response has a domain-specific vocabulary 

with a notable sense of voice (it is clear what chances Justin and Basil take and The two descriptions seem 

similar, almost exactly the same, except for one thing). A formal style is established and maintained 

through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (“befriended”, relationship 

between the two, trying to befriend, friendly third degree).  The response provides a concluding section that 

follows clearly from the topic and information presented (Justin and Basil have taken the same chances and 

same things, but in different ways. And because of this, they learn this lesson vastly differently). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

51 

  

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 

  

 

 

 
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (both 

Justin and Basil take chances. They both learn from the chances too). The response demonstrates insightful 

analysis of the texts (Tenzie and Basil can get close but Tenzie gets a little too close and even though Jinsen 

is less fortunate he is still loving and the same as any other person). The topic is developed with the 

sustained use of relevant evidence from the texts (Justin takes a chance on inviting Jinsen to go to his 

fathers studio; Jinsen has to take care of his great-aunt because he cares about her; Tenzie is getting all in 

Basils family life, school and everything else and he didn’t like it and Basil thinks Tenzie is trying to take 

over his life). Clear organization is exhibited by the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to 

create a unified whole (In the Excerpt, They both learn, even though, On the other hand, In conclusion). A 

formal style is established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-

specific vocabulary (takes a chance on inviting, less fortunate, still loving, take over his life). The 

concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion Justin in “Buddha 

Boy” and Basil from “One + One = Blue both learn something. They both learn something very very 

different. One situation is better than the other). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with few errors. (shes, hes, dads).  

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

51 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

 

  

 

 

 
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (They 

learn a lot about themselves through the conversations and events in each story and have different 

outcomes). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (Justin learns how nice of a friend 

Jinsen is and how lucky he is; Tenzie tries to fit in with Basil and her grandmother, and Basil realizes that 

she is unfortunate for not seeing her parents). The topic is developed with the sustained use of varied, 

relevant evidence from the texts (Justin takes the chance of inviting a new friend named Jensen too his 

house; Justin learns that Jinsen likes art and offers to bring him to his Father’s studio; Basil invites Tenzie 

to her house and shows her around; Basil says her parants aren’t around a lot). Clear organization is 

exhibited by the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (Both, In “Excerpt, Basil also, 

That’s Basil’s risk). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate 

language and domain-specific vocabulary (take chances, different outcomes, offers to bring, declines, weak 

and frail). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (Both characters in 

both stories take a risk and One has a happy ending while the other doesn’t). The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (too his house and parants).  
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose 

(Throughout both stories, both main characters experienced a lot. However, both take the same 

important chance. That chance is, the chance to make new friendships). The response demonstrates 

insightful analysis of the texts (Basil learns that he isn’t fond of friends and family colliding, Justin 

learns that having new friendships can be beneficial; both characters are open to one another as they 

can learn about one another through their dreams/life goals, eccetra). The topic is developed with 

relevant details from the texts (“I was watching from the outside while my Gram and friend, no, guest, 

bonded . . .” and “I don’t think it would be pushy at all, I said, with a little smile; the tickle of karma 

again?”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate transitions to 

create a unified whole (Throughout both, However, Like in, While on the other hand, For as in the 

story, This implies). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of precise language 

and domain-specific vocabulary (important chance, beneficial, life goals). The concluding statement 

follows from the topic and information presented (Those were the chances both main characters took 

in both stories, as well as what they learned about themselves through the conversations and events 

they had in their story). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

few errors.  
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Justin and 

Basil take chances with making friends with new kids, But both Justin and Basil have very different 

outcomes). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (Justin takes a chance with 

Jinsen because he doesn’t know how Jinsen is as a person, but Jinsen turns out to be a really cool friend, 

and Basil and Tenzie have a very different relationship, Basil doesn’t like how Tenzie is forcing her way 

into his life, she was almost inserting herself in Basil’s life and Basil’s risk was he made friends with Tezi, 

and it didn’t ). The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts (even though he is poor and his 

parents died, Justin respects Jinsen; “So today we are going to look through art books” this quote shows 

that they both take an intrest in art; “Now she was squeezing herself into my family. And I didn’t like it”). 

The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole 

(In “Buddha Boy”, For example, This shows, In conclusion). A formal style is established and maintained 

through the use of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (different outcomes, take an intrest in 

art, inserting herself, took risks). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information 

presented (Basil’s risk was he made friends with Tenzi and it didn’t turn out as well as Justin and Jensen’s 

relationship and  In conclusion, Both Justin and Basil took risks, but they both had different outcomes). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (exserpts, intrest, 

differat).  
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Both Justin 

and Basil take chances that they learn from and learn about themselves through conversation and events in 

each story). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (Both Justin and Basil learn 

that they are very lucky through conversations and events in each story and Both characters learned to be 

thankful). The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts (Justin takes a chance by inviting his 

friend to his dad’s art studio. Basil takes a chance by inviting his friend over to his house and Justin learns 

that he is very lucky to have parents even if they are annoying. Basil learns that he should be thankful that 

he has a loving grandma and a nice house). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of 

appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In “Excerpt, even if, and, that, In both excerpts). The 

concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (Both characters learned to be 

thankful, They also took chances, Details from the story prove this). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (help you 

connect with someone or do something you have never done before). The response demonstrates a 

literal comprehension of the texts (experiencing something new like going on vacation to a place he has 

never been to). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (giving the new 

girl in seventh grade, Tenzie a tour of their unusual house and inviting his new friend Jinsen to visit his 

father’s art studio). This response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of 

transitions (and sometime, in the story, and Both Brasil and Justin). This response provides a 

concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (Both Brasil and 

Justin learn about themselves). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 

with few errors. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose; however the 

student references only one text (he needed to make the right choice with the insurance money and the 

printing). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (That was a chance because Justin 

did not know what to do). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (“All of it, 

She told me it was all mine” and I should do whatever I thought was best. So I thought, What would Kim do 

with it. And then I knew. . . Kim always told me I ought to go to Art School”). This response exhibits some 

attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (Well, That, because, So). This response does not 

provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

few errors. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (Justin and Basil both 

take chances). This response demonstrates some analysis of the texts (Justin learns that if you try to get 

to know a person more, it will change their mind and Jinsen will probably go to the art studio with 

Justin if Justin’s mom helps out). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence 

(asking Jinsen to go to his father’s art studio and “Jinsen is quite a remarkable young man. And his 

great-aunt is just adorable”). This response exhibits some attempt at organization. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions (Justin takes a chance of asking Jinsen). 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (Both Justin 

and Basil has a chance to learn from a certain event or conversation). The response demonstrates little 

understanding of the texts. This response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence (a boy 

named Justin that would like his friend to come see his father’s art work and a girl named Basil gives a 

tour to a new girl around her house). This response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors (Both Justin and Basil has and 

certin). 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Both 

Justin and Basil take the chances by talking to people). The response demonstrates little understanding 

of the texts.  This response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence (a remakeable young man 

and she is lucky). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding statement is 

provided. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors (take the 

chances). 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (Justin takes his friend home and wants him 

to go to his dads art studio and Basil brings Tenzie to his house) This response demonstrates an attempt 

to use minimal evidence  (“do you want me to come with” and “Gram took tenzie arount the room” and 

Justin learned more about his friend Jinsen and his family life and Basil learned he doesn’t want Tenzie 

in his life and never did). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding 

statement is provided. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors 

that may hinder comprehension (arount). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Justin and Basil take a horriable chase). 

This response provides evidence that is completely irrelevant. (“Then Tenzie make a loud choking 

sound”).  There is no evidence of organization. The response demonstrates emerging command of 

conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (horriable, chase). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task (He is going to find his dad). 

No evidence is provided. There is no evidence of organization. The response demonstrates emerging 

command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (wanna). 

Additional 



 

 
 

 


