
The University of the State of New York

SECOND LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION

FRENCH
Monday, June 18, 2001—9:15 a.m.

This booklet contains Parts 2 through 4 of the examination. Part 1, Speaking, has already been
administered.

When your teacher tells you to, turn to the last page of the booklet, which is the answer sheet.
Fold the last page along the perforations and, slowly and carefully, tear off the answer sheet. Then fill
in the heading of your answer sheet.

When you have completed this written test, you must sign the statement printed at the end of the
answer sheet, indicating that you had no unlawful knowledge of the questions or answers prior to the
test and that you have neither given nor received assistance in answering any of the questions during
the test. Your answer sheet cannot be accepted if you fail to sign this declaration.

DO NOT OPEN THIS TEST BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO.

Copyright 2001
The University of the State of New York
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Albany, New York 12234

No part of this test may be reproduced and/or transmitted
by any means without written permission.



Part 2

Answer all questions in Part 2 according to the directions for Parts 2a, 2b, and 2c.

Part 2a

Directions (1–10): There are 10 questions in this part. For each question, you will hear some
background information in English. Then you will hear a passage in French twice, followed by the
question in English. Listen carefully. After you have heard the question, read the question and the four 
suggested answers in your test booklet. Choose the best suggested answer and write its number in the
appropriate space on your answer sheet. [20]
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1 What does your friend do immediately after
school?

(1) draw pictures (3) eat dinner
(2) do homework (4) watch television

2 What will you see next?

(1) a stadium (3) a museum
(2) an amusement park (4) a monument

3 Why is your host brother not able to go to the
concert?

(1) He is packing to go on vacation.
(2) He is going shopping with his grand-

parents.
(3) He is expecting a telephone call.
(4) His grandparents are coming to dinner.

4 What activity is being proposed?

(1) a camping trip in a park
(2) a canoe trip on the river
(3) a bicycle race through Provence
(4) a visit to a zoo

5 What aspect of the Space Center is the guide
discussing?

(1) the gift shop
(2) the food court
(3) the launch site
(4) the space museum

6 What does the salesclerk suggest?

(1) ordering the item from a catalog
(2) looking for the item in another store
(3) returning to the store next weekend
(4) buying the music in a different format

7 What does your host brother have to do?

(1) clean his room
(2) shop for groceries
(3) work in the yard
(4) prepare dinner

8 What must you do when you sign your
check?

(1) pay a service charge
(2) show some identification
(3) wait for the manager’s approval
(4) go to a different teller

9 Where does your friend invite you to go?

(1) to a movie (3) to a play
(2) to a sporting event (4) to a concert

10 Where is this job located?

(1) in an office
(2) in someone’s home
(3) at a summer camp
(4) in a school



Part 2b

Directions (11–15): There are 5 questions in this part. For each question, you will hear some
background information in English. Then you will hear a passage in French twice, followed by the
question in French. Listen carefully. After you have heard the question, read the question and the four 
suggested answers in your test booklet. Choose the best suggested answer and write its number in the
appropriate space on your answer sheet. [10]
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11 Qu’est-ce que ton ami veut faire?

(1) faire une promenade
(2) aller à la plage
(3) manger au café
(4) voir un film

12 Quel est le problème?

(1) la couleur (3) le prix
(2) la taille (4) la qualité

13 C’est quelle sorte de film?

(1) un film comique
(2) un film de science-fiction
(3) un film d’horreur
(4) un film policier

14 Comment est la chambre de ton ami?

(1) luxueuse (3) simple
(2) très grande (4) bien située

15 Il s’intéresse à quoi?

(1) aux voyages à l’étranger
(2) aux langues étrangères
(3) aux chansons anglaises
(4) aux films américains



Part 2c

Directions (16–20): There are 5 questions in this part. For each question, you will hear some
background information in English. Then you will hear a passage in French twice, followed by the
question in English. Listen carefully. After you have heard the question, read the question and look at
the four pictures in your test booklet. Choose the picture that best answers the question and write its 
number in the appropriate space on your answer sheet. [10]
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16 Where is your host mother sending you?

17 What is his uncle’s occupation?

18 How will your friend travel?
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19 Which activity is being promoted?

20 What kind of pet does your friend have?



Part 3

Answer all questions in Part 3 according to the directions for Parts 3a and 3b.

Part 3a

Directions (21–26): There are 6 questions in this part. For each, you must answer a question in
English based on a reading selection in French. Choose the best answer to each question and write its
number in the appropriate space on your answer sheet. [12]
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21

21 When are these rooms available?

(1) January (3) July
(2) March (4) September



22

22 What is being advertised?

(1) a historical museum
(2) an art exhibit
(3) a luxury hotel
(4) an antique store

23

23 What activity do these suggestions refer to?

(1) swimming (3) skiing
(2) cycling (4) ice skating

Prof. French–June ’01 [7] [OVER]



24

sommaire

Les pages info

Bienvenue à Paris . . . . . . . . . . 5
arriver à Paris . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
circuler à Paris . . . . . . . . . . . 14

■ A nous deux Paris. . . . . . . . 28
les office de tourisme. . . . . 28
les musées de Paris . . . . . . 31
les monuments et
les curiosités . . . . . . . . . . . 44
promenons-nous
dans Paris . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
quand Paris se met
au vert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58
quelques manifestations
culturelles et sportives . . . . 63

■ Les marchés insolites . . . . . 65

■ Paris pratique . . . . . . . . . . . 79
pour téléphoner. . . . . . . . . 82
les services postaux . . . . . . 85
les services d’urgence. . . . . 90

24 Which page of this guide provides infor-
mation about buying stamps?

(1) 14 (3) 85
(2) 44 (4) 90

25

25 What vacation information could you obtain
from this booklet?

(1) where to eat
(2) where to stay
(3) how to travel
(4) what activities to do

Prof. French–June ’01 [8]



26

26 What does this card let you do?

(1) try a new product (3) receive a free gift
(2) enter a contest (4) subscribe to a magazine
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27

27 Cette annonce est pour les personnes qui

(1) réparent les appareils électroniques (3) font des sports olympiques
(2) aiment voyager à l’étranger (4) utilisent la communication électronique

Prof. French–June ’01 [10]

Part 3b

Directions (27–30): There are 4 questions in this part. For each, you must answer a question in
French based on a reading selection in French. Choose the best answer to each question and write its
number in the appropriate space on your answer sheet. [8]



28

28 À qui s’adresse cette publicité?

(1) aux hommes d’affaires (3) aux artistes
(2) aux campeurs (4) aux musiciens

29

29 Où est-ce qu’on peut acheter des roses?

(1) chez Parret (3) chez Salavert–Fournier
(2) chez S.E. Soulier (4) chez Laroque et Soulié
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30

30 Où est-ce que cette personne voudrait travailler?

(1) dans une banque (3) dans une école
(2) dans un restaurant (4) dans une pharmacie



31 You are on vacation in Paris. Write a postcard to your best friend describing your
trip. You may wish to include:

• A description of the place where you are visiting
• Information about the people you are traveling with
• Information about transportation, accommodations, food, etc.
• Things you are doing and seeing
• Reactions to the place you are visiting

32 You want to invite a friend to a picnic. Write a note to your friend describing the
plans. You may wish to include:

• The date, time, and place
• The people who will be attending
• The food
• Possible activities
• Alternate date in case of bad weather

33 You have a pen pal in France. In French, write a note to your pen pal describing
the community in which you live. You may wish to include:

• Where you live
• The size of the community where you live
• The weather in your community throughout the year
• Physical features of the area
• Things that you do there/places to go for recreation

Part 4

Directions (31–33):  Choose two of the three writing tasks provided below. 

Your answer to each of the two questions you have chosen should be written entirely in French and
should contain a minimum of 30 words.

Place names and brand names written in French count as one word. Contractions are also counted as
one word. Salutations and closings as well as commonly used abbreviations are included in the word
count. Numbers, unless written as words, and names of people are not counted as words.

Be sure that you have satisfied the purpose of the task. The sentence structure and/or expressions used
should be connected logically and demonstrate a wide range of vocabulary with minimal repetition.
[10]
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