
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Monday, January 27, 2003— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  3 (7)  3
(2)  2 (8)  4
(3)  4 (9)  2
(4)  1 (10)  1
(5)  4 (11)  4
(6)  3 (12)  2

(13)  4
(14)  3
(15)  1
(16)  2
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, describing women’s suffrage as a means of changing

the status of women in early twentieth century England. The response makes insightful
connections to the task, citing numerous social conditions which resulted in females being made
subservient or being discriminated against, and asserting Pankhurst’s view of the vote as the
logical solution to these problems.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, effectively using specific details from the text to provide
examples of the social repression of English women in the early twentieth century (her state
could be one of the meanest subsistence, she had no guarantee of any share of his estate, solely
determined by the father, Positions of importance were … denied to women). The response then
explains Pankhurst’s belief that the vote would achieve for women what male suffrage had
achieved for her forefathers and the nation would become a home for all.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on suffrage as a means of raising the status of English
women, and exhibits a logical and coherent structure. The response includes an effective
introduction and conclusion which provide a larger perspective, and makes skillful use of
transitions throughout (as humanity evolved, subsequently, while … actually, By voting).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (quest centered and
decidedly masculine bias) with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose.
The response juxtaposes simple and complex sentences to enhance meaning.

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining that Pankhurst saw the vote as a tool

needed to ensure English women a voice in their government. The response makes insightful
connections between the text and task, describing English women as oppressed even in their
own homes, a mother’s influence as holding no legal sway, the marriage laws as affording a
lack of protection, and professional men as continuing to hold on to the positions of power.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, using a wide range of details from the text to elaborate on
various social conditions affecting the oppression of English women in 1908 (the English
marriage laws, in effect, rendered women powerless; An English woman was not legally her
children’s parent; and the most desirable positions went to the men). The response includes
Pankhurst’s assurance that acquiring the vote would not result in women abdicating their role
in the home, but would enhance their role in the nation.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the social conditions that oppressed English women
in 1908 in relation to the struggle to procure voting rights. The response has a logical structure,
introducing Pankhurst and suffrage in paragraph 1, followed by four paragraphs of description
of unjust social conditions, then returning to Pankhurst’s argument in the conclusion.
Coherence is achieved by the skillful use of transitions (For example, not only … but also,
further, nonetheless).

Language Use Is generally fluent and original (Men held rule and legal sway), although occasionally precise
and engaging (provide for the oppression and  level of provision was left solely to the
discretion), with an evident awareness of audience and purpose. Sentence length and structure
are generally used to control rhythm and pacing and occasionally to enhance meaning (What
awaited young women who married mean, lazy, or selfish men?).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning and language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating Pankhurst’s view of the vote and

reiterating the variety of social conditions that encouraged women to seek the right to vote.
Connections to the task are clear and explicit (The first social condition … were marriage laws;
laws governing the rights of a parent, women were also discriminated against when it came to
various professions). However, the response does not identify the society being discussed, and
Emmeline Pankhurst is not introduced as the source of the information.

Development Clearly and consistently develops the ideas of the marriage laws, laws governing the rights of a
parent, and hiring practices as being discriminatory against women, using specific and relevant
details from the text. However, some references are overstated (a women was forced to give up
her employment and These laws were unfair towards all women).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the social conditions that influenced women to seek
the right to vote. The response is logically sequenced, using appropriate transitions (Throughout
history, Furthermore, In addition). The conclusion effectively sums up the response,
emphasizing women in England more clearly than the introduction.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (to amend old laws that inflict injustices), although
occasionally redundant (voice legally or legal claim and In addition … also) with some
confusion of purpose. The response varies sentence structure and length to control rhythm and
pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (a women),
grammar (social condition … were), omission of articles (of person’s rights and a n d
instrument), and punctuation (mother’s).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text and makes clear and explicit connections to the

task (The social conditions in England in 1908 provided a strong catalyst for women to seek so
vigorously the right to vote). The response identifies Pankhurst as a women’s rights advocate
and uses points made by Pankhurst as the basis for the report (The Marriage Laws in England
were of the biggest concern to women like Pankhurst).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to describe the injustices of the marriage laws (The woman had no voice legally on
income and the mother was not seen as the parent) and to present Pankhurst’s view of the vote
as having three characteristics.  However, employment opportunities are only briefly touched
on, and how the vote would change their status is not clearly explained.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the social conditions which led women in England to
seek the right to vote. Ideas are generally logically sequenced; however, transitions between
paragraphs are uneven, and transitions within paragraphs are lacking, creating some internal
inconsistency. The succinct conclusion effectively restates the initial focus.

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate, although occasionally colloquial (kids) or imprecise (decision
of and the world an equal place), with an awareness of audience and purpose. The response
varies sentence length and structure to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (liberities and
certaintly), punctuation (comma use and use of hyphen), capitalization (English Law’s and
Marriage Laws), and grammar (It was most certain that the vote is the thing).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development and language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, citing Pankhurst’s assertion of the injustice

towards women as it appears in the household and workplace. The response makes clear and
explicit connections to the task (Pankhurst brought several social conditions to light, One
condition … was … the marriage laws, Another … was in the workplace).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, illustrating the unjust social conditions of 1908 using
relevant and specific details from the text (a woman was encouraged to give up her
employment, she had no legal claim to her husband’s income, the child’s father is the sole
parent, the fact that they were female cost them the job).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the social conditions that caused women to fight for
their right to vote, and exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from Pankhurst’s words on
the need for change, to discussion of the marriage laws and the work place, making effective
use of transitions (By English law, Once again, Another example). However, the conclusion is
less effective at integrating Pankhurst’s words to summarize the argument. Shifts in verb tense
create some inconsistency.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, with an awareness of audience and purpose
(Women have long fought and the duties of women everywhere). However, language is
sometimes colloquial (it is okay), awkward (insignificance), or imprecise (to show of, in which,
manner of, in the manner, justified duties), with some sentences used effectively, and others not
(They need this vote because without it, they couldn’t do what was necessary to do their
justified duties).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (chid’s), punctuation
(males’), verb tense (delivered … states), use of prepositions, agreement (they … a man, no
woman … their, wills … document), and proofreading (come to play, no woman should not feel)
that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that it summarizes the struggles women dealt

with in England, where laws required women ... to sacrafice professions, motherhood, and
freedom for men. Connections to the task are generally implicit (conditions for women in
England were unjust). The response incorrectly implies that the limits on women’s parental
rights pertain only to mothers of sons.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response explains some injustices in the
marriage laws, using details from the text (husbands decide on shelter, clothing, and food and If
a husband wants all property and money). Laws requiring women to sacrafice professions are
mentioned, and references to the text in paragraph 6 are undeveloped.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on why English women fought for their right to vote.
The response identifies Pankhurst, then discusses various unjust conditions, gives some details
of the marriage laws, suggests more restrictions, and concludes with ways the vote would free
women from the injustices of men. Ideas are logically sequenced through the use of appropriate
transitions (Not only, Although, however, In conclusion).

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, although occasionally awkward (actions that could
be done). Paragraph 6 relies heavily on vocabulary from the text. Varied sentence length is
occasionally effective (The father is considered the only parent who decides).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting errors in spelling (arguement, sacrafice, wifes, recieve,
privelage), agreement (husbands … He), and verb tense (stated … decides and There are …
Voting … was) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating Pankhurst addressed conditions that led …

women of England to seek their right to vote. Connections to the task are generally implicit (do
what’s best for them all and were the conditions fair?), although some explicit connections are
made (Women weren’t even legally parents to their children).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response describes Pankhurst’s views of the
vote and the need to reform the marriage laws, using some details from the text. However, ideas
about women working are not as well explained. The response misinterprets working as
“attaching a larger meaning to those duties” and makes some personal observations in the
conclusion that are unsupported.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Pankhurst’s argument in favor of the vote. Ideas are
generally logically sequenced, but a lack of effective transitions both between and within
paragraphs, and shifts in verb tense in paragraphs 3 and 4, result in some internal inconsistency.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, with some awareness of audience and purpose. The
response attempts to use a variety of sentence structures, including questions, but with uneven
success.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (proffessions), punctuation
(society, the; that “The Vote” was; laws eyes; its for “it’s”), capitalization, and grammar
(husband would be … decides and does this… its not) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by stating in the introduction that gaining the right to

vote while definitely a struggle … was worth it in order to gain better rights. The response
makes implicit connections to the task through a detailed description of the marriage laws.
However, the time frame being discussed is uncertain.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. For example, the unfairness of the marriage laws is
well explained, using specific details from the text. However, how voting would open the
window of opportunities to many things is not elaborated, the one parent is not identified as the
father, and the unfair treatment of professional women in England is not addressed.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on English women’s struggle to gain
voting rights. The coherence of the response is weakened by the failure to delineate between
social conditions in England in the past and in the present. The conclusion attempts to return to
the original focus, but errors in sequence undermine its effectiveness.

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate, although occasionally redundant (important essentials), with
some awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence structure and length.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (definitly), punctuation
(comma use and end punctuation), paragraphing, grammar (sequence of verb tense), and usage
(from for “for” and women for “woman”) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in organization.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by discussing some reasons women struggle to vote.

However, the response misinterprets the struggle of English women as the struggle of all
women. Connections to the task are implicit, suggesting ways marriage, equality, and
education have all played an important role in that struggle.

Development Briefly develops the idea of unjust marriage laws, the lack of equality, and the desire for
education, using some details from the text (only the father is the decision maker, Women’s
point of view should be moved forward, men get the best university and college help).

Organization Maintains a focus on the social conditions that encouraged women to believe voting should be a
part of their life, but does not specify English women. The response exhibits a rudimentary
structure; however, paragraphs contain some unconnected ideas. Confusion about the time
frame being discussed creates some internal inconsistency.

Language Use Uses language that is generally basic (alot of things, say about income, chose the fact) and
sometimes imprecise (As a married mother, a bigger meaning, be fit and have a use of the
community, post for college). Attempts to vary sentence length and structure are frequently
unsuccessful, resulting in fragments and run-ons.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (four for “for,” tring,
their for “they’re,” responsability), punctuation (comma and apostrophe use and missing end
punctuation), capitalization, agreement, pronoun reference, and grammar (verb tense) that
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (before 1908, Women in England Couldn’t Vote and

the Men’s Society … had all the Power). The response makes some superficial connections to
the task (a Women … Couldn’t Find Someone to hire her and one’s She’s Married She’s going
to have to Quit). Some connections are unwarranted (Women Couldn’t do anything Without the
permission of the Husband).

Development Briefly develops the ideas that men had more power in the home and professional world, and
that Pankhurst proposed the right to vote as a solution. While the response uses some details
from the text, ideas are largely developed through personal observation and overstatement,
resulting in some unjustified references to the text (Women didn’t have any right and all the
Women’s pain Will end in 1908).

Organization Establishes a focus on the social injustices suffered by English women before 1908, then
broadens that focus in paragraph 5 to include Pankhurst. The response exhibits a rudimentary
structure (four paragraphs with a brief conclusion), but contains numerous inconsistencies,
including unconnected ideas within paragraphs.

Language Use Relies on vocabulary that is generally basic (plus, the Man of the house, no solid reason), and
sometimes imprecise (bad Conditions, different Meaning, the owner, all what’s, Capable to do,
Vote free) with some awareness of purpose. Attempts to vary sentence length frequently result
in run-ons and faulty constructions.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting errors in spelling (Cleoning, Leaving for “living,”
one’s for “once,” Sofisticated), punctuation (comma use and end punctuation), capitalization,
grammar (agreement and verb tense ), and usage that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is slightly weaker in
meaning and development.

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text describing the life of a female in 1908 as not a

pleasant one and stating the rights of women were few. The response includes a single
superficial connection to the task (the numerous social conditions … consisted of unjust
treatment of women by men), however, other connections are less clear (Womens saught for a
symbol).

Development Is incomplete. The response attempts to develop the idea that specific social conditions
prompted women to struggle for the vote, but references to the text are vague and unexplained
(no woman is recognized as the mother/parent of their own child), and key information about
the marriage laws and professional world is not addressed.

Organization Establishes a focus in the opening sentence on the social conditions that led women in England
to seek the right to vote and exhibits a rudimentary structure (three paragraphs and a concluding
sentence). However, the response contains numerous inconsistencies, including inappropriate
transitions (Initially and therefore) and unconnected ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate (The life of a female and the rights of women)
although occasionally imprecise (at any given time she becomes married and misgivings). The
response demonstrates some attempt to vary sentence structure and length with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (safegaurd, a women,
elimanated), agreement (woman … their), and word omission (for an opportunity) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in development and stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (There are many reasons that

women’s couldn’t have the right to vote and women’s didn’t have education). Attempts to
connect text and task are unclear (women’s didn’t have other choose, just take care about their
children and women’s were discriminate from men, who thinks that women’s didn’t have a
good capacity to give their opinion).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at some ideas, but references to the text are vague
(In England, all women’s had a bad social conditions) or unjustified (men didn’t help because
they didn’t want that women can do other thing). Paragraphs 4 and 5 are comprised of only
personal observation.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, a focus on bad social conditions. Suggests some organization
through paragraphing and the attempt to use transitions (In that time and  Although), but ideas
within paragraphs are repetitive and unconnected.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (take care about, discriminate from men, it wasn’t truth,
discharge whatever). The response demonstrates little awareness of effective sentence structure,
as evidenced by numerous run-ons and errors in construction that undermine coherence.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (women’s, injust, Fear for
“fair,” responsabilities), punctuation (comma use and end punctuation), capitalization, grammar
(verb tense and agreement), and usage (choose for “choice,” take care about, discriminate, truth
for “true,” good capacity, want that, same of) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, stating English women sought the right to vote

because of somekind of bad husband and they don’t have there enough freedom. The response
alludes to the text, but connections to the task are unclear (They don't let work out side the
home) or unwarranted (They couldn’t be become citizenship). The response includes inaccurate
information taken from the multiple-choice questions (They should get freedom like the
peaceful nature of women).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, (They could do work as a man), but
references to the text are unjustified (Women didn’t have Right to get their enough education).
References made to the multiple-choice questions are irrelevant (Women didn’t get freedom of
her Ancestors).

Organization Suggests a focus on the social conditions in England, and a rudimentary structure, with an
introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion; however, paragraphs consist of random,
unconnected ideas, resulting in an overall lack of cohesiveness.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and reveals little awareness of sentence use, exhibiting frequent
errors in construction resulting in a lack of coherence.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting errors in spelling (there for “they’re,” socieaty, mean
for “men”) punctuation, grammar, and usage that make comprehension difficult. Some words
are unrecognizable as English.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a generally confused understanding of the text (Women in this century in England

became strong so she can be a part of government and Women are fight for the vote and they
are under security). Connections to the task are unclear (social conditions in England are so
hard).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references are vague and repetitive (She
has to choose her home or her job or she has to choose her house and to quit the job).

Organization Suggests a focus on the social conditions in England, but lacks organization. The response is
comprised of a single paragraph containing unconnected and inaccurate ideas. The concluding
sentence refers to the multiple-choice questions, and appears out of sequence.

Language Use Uses language that is generally imprecise (are struggle to seek and the women freedom).
Sentences contain frequent errors in construction, resulting in an overall lack of coherence
(Women who are married have to do an ability under their social conditions there are).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in agreement (Women … she),
grammar (verb tense), and usage (under security) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding (During an circunstance in Englad the vote

between women and men are different and Today women’s and men’s are equal) and makes
minimal connections to the task (Women’s married position it’s not value in the social of
England).

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond a few random or confusing references to
the text (professional women’s have to know about the education and home is the big
influence).

Organization Shows no focus. The response suggests some organization by providing paragraphs; however,
cohesiveness is lacking both within and between paragraphs. For example, paragraph 5 begins
with Today women’s are capacity equal men, but concludes with that’s why the women’s ...
hope that they can find a good decision about women right.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise, approaching incoherence, with words frequently used to
convey concepts different from their denotation (capacity, social, between married law).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (circunstance, Englad,
comunist, knewn, chooise), punctuation (use of the apostrophe), and grammar (article usage,
subject/verb agreement, noun usage, word omissions) that make comprehension difficult.
Occasionally, words are unrecognizable as English.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Is largely a personal response (I feel that women should be treated fairly), providing minimal

evidence of textual understanding (This statement by Amilian Parkhurst in 1908 was a good
thought and they should be able too graduate from college go for what they want). No
connections are made between the text and task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond a few vague references to the text (marry
and still work and The deal with the children).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests some organization. The response consists of two
paragraphs containing some loosely connected ideas (I know in America women are allowed too
vote, also marry … and still work and The deal with the children both parents should be able
too come together).

Language Use Is minimal, and somewhat unsuitable for the audience and purpose (a good thought, no matter
what, The deal with the children). The response is comprised of six sentences, two of which are
run-ons.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is slightly stronger
in organization.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and conventions.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and weaker in development.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents through a thorough discussion of the factors that

made Hurricane Mitch a significant natural disaster. The response makes insightful connections
between the documents and the task using a judicious selection of information to describe the
storm’s origins (unorganized thunderstorms began to cluster), intensification (on the 25th …
the storm made a drastic change), and effects ($1.3 billion worth of damage).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of details. The response
traces the history and severity of the storm (Its central pressure fell 1.77 inches ... the fourth-
lowest central pressure on record), its devastating effects on the land (During those 33 hours,
huge amounts of rain poured down over Honduras and Nicaragua) and on the people (the loss
of over 9,000 lives).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the conditions and impact of the hurricane on
Honduras and Nicaragua. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first
discussing the chronology of the storm’s development and then detailing its impact on the land
and people. The response skillfully uses devices such as topic sentences to provide transitions
between (Clearly, this natural disaster had a significant effect and Due to the storm) and within
paragraphs (One of the greatest disasters, On October 22, As a result).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with an evident awareness of audience and purpose
(The storm brought devestation to the people and the economies of both these Central American
countries). The response uses a variety of complex sentence structures to enhance meaning (The
catastrophe worsened in the form of floods and mud-filled waters that raced down the valleys,
exacerbated by the loose volcanic soil that covered the slopes).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents through a discussion of the conditions and

effects that made Hurricane Mitch a significant disaster of the 20th century. The response
makes insightful connections between the documents and the task by describing the
atmospheric conditions that would create an epic hurricane (intense sunshine ... and warm
ocean waters fueled the development), as well as the ruinous effects (The damage to banana
crops was estimated to be valued at hundreds of millions of dollars).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, using relevant and specific details from the documents (25
inches of rain fell in six hours and 9,000 deaths, noting the hurricane as the second most
deadly) to support the central idea that collected data and reports helped assess the storm’s
evolution and devastation.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the conditions and effects of Hurricane Mitch. The
response exhibits a logical structure, presenting conditions which created Hurricane Mitch
followed by the results of the storm. Coherence is achieved through appropriate transitions
within paragraphs (Gradually and It eventually) and through effective topic sentences (The
effects of this hurricane were debilitating).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (further diminishing the hope and future of
the people), but occasionally colloquial (wiped out and pull through). Sentence structure is
varied, and complex sentences are generally well controlled (Fortunately the coffee crop was
left relatively untouched ... away from the flooded streams).

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (fuled,
origionally, mountaneous) and punctuation.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 5 – A

[63]



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 5 – A

[64]

Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that Hurricane Mitch has become

one of the Atlantic Coast’s deadliest natural disasters. The response makes clear and explicit
connections by first comparing Hurricane Mitch to other devastating hurricanes and then
describing its effects.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses specific information from both
documents to establish a comparison between Hurricane Mitch and other 20th century Atlantic
Coast hurricanes (Hurricane Mitch … tied with Hurricane Camille as fourth on the Chart of
Most Intense Atlantic Hurricanes) and to prove Hurricane Mitch one of the worst natural
disasters in the Western Hemisphere.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the devastation of Mitch. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, moving from the conditions that created devastation (central
pressure, Category 5 status for 33 hours, amount of rainfall) to the effects on people and
economies. Appropriate devices and transitions are used between (During its formation and To
add to its terror) and within (both, Unlike, but) paragraphs.

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent, though sometimes flawed (When the rain mixed with the
loose volcanic soil, mudslides became a fatal result, along with massive flooding in the valleys).
The response varies sentence structure and length to control rhythm and pacing (paragraph 4).

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (wrathe and
truely) and usage (effected for “affected”).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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 Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by incorporating important information

about Hurricane Mitch and its consequences. The response clearly connects the conditions and
effects of the storm (This torrential rain caused massive mudslides of the loose volcanic soil) to
its rank as the 2nd Deadliets Atlantic Hurricane.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, using specific details from the documents. The response uses
paraphrasing and quotations to discuss the storm’s inception (Mitch was turned into such a
menace by the evaporation of the nearly 86°F Caribean Sea), devastation (“a mudslide ...
burying 10 communities”), and economic impact (Mitch caused workers to “have little hope of
work in the near future”).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Hurricane Mitch as a significant natural disaster.
The response exhibits a logical sequence, moving from the conditions of Mitch’s birth to its
impact on the people and economy, but lacks internal consistency in paragraph 3 when it
returns to a description of the conditions contributing to the hurricane previously discussed in
paragraph 2.

Language Use Uses language that is usually fluent but relies somewhat on the language of the text. Sentences
vary successfully in structure and length (Mitch devastated the fragile economies of Honduras
and Nicaragua, forcing them to rely on the will of other nations to support them).

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (reak, Caribean,
dissapear), capitalization, punctuation (omission of end quotes and two comma splices),
grammar (cluster … were), usage (effected for “affected”), and proofreading (Deadliets) that do
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by stating that Hurricane Mitch was an

extreamly violent storm that caused damage and deaths in almost any place it touched. The
response explicitly connects the conditions of the storm to the intensity of its damage (Once the
storm had finally hit land, it brought extreme rainfall, mudslides, high wind speed and flooding
to both nations).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using specific and relevant details about the hurricane’s
origins, intensity, and damage to discuss the storm’s significance.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the conditions and effects of the storm. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, including the development of Hurricane Mitch, factors that
played a role in its devastation and the storm’s effects; but lacks internal consistency. Paragraph
3 discusses the storm’s intensity (Mitch became such a devastating storm), but interrupts this
discussion in paragraph 4 to discuss the storm’s effects, and returns to the discussion of the
storm’s intensity in paragraph 5 (Mitch was such a disasterous storm).

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate (Both nations affected by the storm were economically based
in agriculture), but sometimes imprecise (the Hurricane Mitch) with occasional lapses in
awareness of audience and purpose (I plan to speak and As I stated before). The response varies
sentence structure to control rhythm and pacing (Even before the storm hit, both Honduras and
Nicaragua experienced torrential downpour as a result of the thunderstorms moving ahead of
the hurricane).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (extreamly and
disasterous), capitalization (the consistent omission of an uppercase “T”), and grammar
(omissions).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in organization and language use.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A

[72]



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A

[73]

Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of both documents through a discussion of the cause of the

storm, its effects, and the subsequent loss of life, and loss to the economy. The response makes
implicit connections between the documents and the task by suggesting the storm’s power (the
caliber of destruction, the great devestation, percentage of destruction).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses relevant details to describe the
strength and causes of the storm. The discussion of the storm’s economic impact is less well
developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Hurricane Mitch as one of the greatest natural
disasters of the 20th century. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through the use
of appropriate devices (repetition of key words cause and hurricane between paragraphs 2 and
3) and transitions within paragraphs.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language but is sometimes awkward (of which it would stay),
imprecise (great weather), or borrowed from the text or prompt. The response occasionally
makes effective use of sentence structure (I believe that Hurricane Mitch was one of the
deadliest natural disasters of the 20th century).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (throught, droped,
devestation, Carrabien, off for “of”) and grammar (has been few and cause of the Hurrican
were) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of both documents through a discussion of the hurricane’s

history, strength, and effects. The selection of details made in the response implies connections
between the documents and the assigned task (Meteorologists … knew that it was late in the
hurricane season and the conditions were right to make a sivere hurricane).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The description of the storm is developed more
fully (paragraphs 2 and 3) than its effect on the land and economy (paragraph 4).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Hurricane Mitch as one of the most deadly and
frightening events of the 20th century and echoes this idea in the conclusion. The response
exhibits a logical sequence through the use of chronological order to document the progress of
the storm.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language with some awareness of audience and purpose (paragraphs
1 and 4). The response attempts to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (Mitch
grew stronger and moved and by the 25th Mitch would change direction to the west and its
central pressure would fall 1.77 inches to 26.73).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (their for “there” and
esclater), punctuation (missing commas and periods), and usage (jobs were agriculture). The
response makes use of random capitalization, which distracts, but does not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is slightly weaker in
language use.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of both documents by explaining the dissatorous effect [of]

Hurricane Mitch. The response uses the introduction and conclusion to make implicit
connections between the power of the storm and its effects on the people and economy of both
countries.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using relevant and specific details to describe the
force of the hurricane (paragraphs 2 and 4). The discussion of economic impact is less well
developed, making no reference to banana crop destruction or Gross Domestic Product
statistics.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the conditions and effects of Hurricane Mitch. The
response logically sequences ideas moving from an introductory paragraph, to a discussion of
three key ideas in the body paragraphs, and ending with a summary conclusion, but lacks
internal consistency. For example, paragraph 4 appears to be a discussion of the charts that
should have logically been placed after paragraph 2.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, but sometimes imprecise (Data … containing
pressure, winds, and death and time of unease) with some awareness of audience and purpose
(Mitch was easily one of the most dissastrous events of the twentyieth century). The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (Mitch not only destroyed millions of
dollers worth of agriculture, but destroyed millions of peoples lives).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (plauged,
enourmus, tradgedy, dollers), occasional errors in punctuation (soil, this soil; storms four day
war path; peoples lives), and random use of capitalization (Islands agricultural Resourses) that
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text by concisely discussing the conditions and effects

that made Hurricane Mitch a significant natural disaster of the 20th century. The response
explicitly connects conditions of the storm (50-foot high waves and massive flooding) with
effects (buried ten entire communities and damage … totalled to $1.36 billion).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific details from the text to describe the
atmospheric conditions (warm ocean water), hurricane conditions (torrential downpour) and
financial effects of the storm (two-thirds of the GDP). However, the agricultural basis of the
Honduran and Nicaraguan economies is not discussed. There is no reference to the graphic.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the conditions and effects of Hurricane Mitch. The
response is logically structured, first discussing hurricane-forming conditions (high pressure
system), moving to the storm’s destruction (many landslides), followed by the economic
impact. Topic sentences are used as skillful transitions (The path that it followed was another
factor in the enormity of the disaster).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent, original, and occasionally sophisticated (hurricane-forming factors
and complete physical and economic ruin). Sentence structures vary and are well controlled
(sentence 1).

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors even when using sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 4, 5, and 6, it remains at Level 3
because it addresses only one document.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text and task, using information from the chart (second

strongest only to “The Great Hurricane”) and the text (a record 33 hours) to make a few
connections between the conditions and effects that made Hurricane Mitch a significant natural
disaster of the 20th century.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents. Although some references are
relevant (waves … of 40 to 50 feet), others are vague (most of the transporting routes were
closed down).

Organization Establishes a focus that Hurricane Mitch was one of the world’s most dangerous and recent
hurricanes of our time, but provides too little evidence to maintain this focus. The response
exhibits a rudimentary structure consisting largely of pieces of information presented in the
same sequence as the text.

Language Use Relies on language that is generally basic, occasionally effective (created waves at the shore
and agricultural lifestyle), but sometimes awkward (crops managed to stay intact). The
response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length but with uneven success
(Honduras was slowly prospering until this hurricane that destroyed the 50 years of progress in
four days).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Carribean, intesity, cause
for “because”), capitalization, and punctuation (It’s Thunderstorms) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents stating that Hurricane Mitch was on the top

five list of hurricans due to the masive destrution it caused. The response makes superficial
connections to the task (Hitler and Hurrican Mitch have many things in common, but most
importaty Death).

Development Develops ideas briefly. Though some details from the documents are accurately stated (9,000
plus deaths, 1.36 billion in damage, 67 pecent price of the gross domestic produt) they are not
explained.

Organization Suggests a focus on the destructiveness of Hurricane Mitch but lacks organization, providing
only a random list of conditions and results of the storm.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure
(Hurrican Mitch did more than take lives; the Storm had an effect on the economics of
Honduras and Nicaragua as well), but with uneven success (The large number of people to die
to a single event).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (threatned, dictar,
destrution) and punctuation (to one result.-Disaster) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in organization.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, but connections to the assigned task are vague.

Development Is largely undeveloped consisting of a few details about the history of Hurricane Mitch, but
making only vague references to its destructive power (It toke out banana crops as well as
diestroing roads and soil). There is no reference to the graphic.

Organization Suggests a focus on the destructiveness of hurricanes, and suggests an organization with an
introductory paragraph followed by a single body paragraph. The response ends abruptly.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits
some attempt to vary sentence structure (when Mitch hit Honduras it left a path of distruction
behind it) but with uneven success (Hurricane Mitch, one of the largest tropical storms on
record).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (responsable, sevrial,
destroing) and punctuation (about, a) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (People loose jobs, homes, pets, family,

belongins) and the task, lapsing into a general discussion of hurricanes. The response alludes to
the documents, but connections are unclear (Due to certain weather abnormalities. + conditions
the lifes of people have been effected greatly) or unwarranted (It effects trade b/c the weather
ruins ports + delays ships).

Development Is incomplete. The response hints at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Economy is
effected By jobs + everyday $ income being postponed due to weather conditions) and
repetitive.

Organization Suggests a focus on drastic changes caused by Hurricane Mitch, but lacks organization,
consisting mainly of general statements without clarifying transitions (society is effected,
economy is effected, Population is effected).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure with
uneven success (It effects the economy, society, and every thing going on around us).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (lifes for “lives,” loose for
“lose,” effect for “affect”), punctuation (Hurricane’s have and it’s outcome), grammar (It effect
and pressure … were), usage (most deadliest), and the unconventional use of symbols (b/c, +,
$) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents and task. The response lists specific

details leading to connections that are unwarranted (Hurricanes are occuring disasters that
cannot be stop, but can be avoided) and unclear (According to the Chart A, Hurricane are
things that occur naturally).

Development Is largely undeveloped, making vague references to the text (Hurricanes are natural occuring
disasters and Hurricanes are sometimes form from ocean water). The response consists
primarily of unquoted lines taken directly from the text (as it Drifted North on the 23rd and
24th … of high pressure).

Organization Suggests a focus (a Hurricane formed in Central American called the Hurricane Mitch), but
loses focus in paragraphs 2, 3, and 4, lapsing into a general discussion of hurricanes. The
response suggests some organization by having an introduction and conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (intense of sunshine). Sentences are ineffective (With deaths in
thousands of people).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (occuring and
carribean), punctuation (it’s for “its”), and grammar (quick for “quickly” and stop  for
“stopped”) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding by identifying Hurricane Mitch as The Strongest,

but misplacing it in florida.
Development Is minimal, with no evidence from the documents other than the mention of the hurricane’s

destruction. There is no specific reference to either chart.

Organization Shows no focus beyond identifying Hurricane Mitch as having left alot of devistation. The
response shows no organization, relying on fragmented ideas.

Language Use Is minimal, consisting of four sentences, two of which are incoherent.

Conventions Is minimal. The response contains errors in spelling (rubel) and capitalization (mitch, florida,
The Strongest), but is so brief that assessment of conventions is unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding of the documents. Although the response mentions

the topic of natural disasters, it makes no mention of Hurricane Mitch.

Development Is minimal. Development consists of personal observations about the normalcy of disasters and
the fact that many people still are very concerned with their well being.

Organization Shows no focus or organization beyond the mention of disasters.

Language Use Is minimal, consisting of two sentences, one of which is a fragment (In the past years there has
been many years where natural disasters of the 20th century).

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of the conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all areas.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.






