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The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION
IN

ENGLISH
SESSION ONE

Tuesday, January 23, 2007 — 1:15 to 4:15 p.m., only

The last page of this booklet is the answer sheet for the multiple-choice
questions. Fold the last page along the perforations and, slowly and carefully, tear
off the answer sheet. Then fill in the heading of your answer sheet. Now circle
“Session One” and fill in the heading of each page of your essay booklet.

This session of the examination has two parts. Part A tests listening skills; you
are to answer all six multiple-choice questions and write a response, as directed.
For Part B, you are to answer all ten multiple-choice questions and write a
response, as directed.

When you have completed this session of the examination, you must sign the
statement printed at the end of the answer sheet, indicating that you had no
unlawful knowledge of the questions or answers prior to the session and that you
have neither given nor received assistance in answering any of the questions
during the session. Your answer sheet cannot be accepted if you fail to sign this
declaration.

The use of any communications device is strictly prohibited when taking this
examination. If you use any communications device, no matter how briefly, your
examination will be invalidated and no score will be calculated for you.

DO NOT OPEN THIS EXAMINATION BOOKLET UNTIL THE SIGNAL IS GIVEN.
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Part A

Overview: For this part of the test, you will listen to an account about saving the ocean environment, answer
some multiple-choice questions, and write a response based on the situation described below. You will hear the
account twice. You may take notes on the next page anytime you wish during the readings.

The Situation: In order to increase membership in the environmental club
at your school, you have decided to give a presentation to students in your
school on saving the ocean environment. In preparation for writing your
presentation, listen to an account about the ocean environment by Peter
Benchley, author of the novel Jaws. Then use relevant information from
the account to write your presentation.

Your Task: Write a presentation for students in your school on saving the ocean environ-
ment as a way of persuading students to join the environmental club.

Guidelines:
Be sure to

e Tell your audience what they need to know about saving the ocean environment

* Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the account to support your
discussion

* Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a presentation to students in your
school

* Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

e Indicate any words taken directly from the account by using quotation marks or
referring to the speaker

* Follow the conventions of standard written English
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Multiple-Choice Questions

Directions (1-6): Use your notes to answer the following questions about the passage read to you. Select the best
suggested answer and write its number in the space provided on the answer sheet. The questions may help you think
about ideas and information you might use in your writing. You may return to these questions anytime you wish.

1 The bodies of sharks whose fins were used for
soup were found near

(1) Newfoundland
(2) Costa Rica

(3) Long Island
(4) Cape Cod

2 The harvesting of shrimp is used as an example of

(1) wasteful practices
(2) growing conservation
(3) useful technology
(4) increasing harvests

3 In addition to the shark, sea life noted in the
account as being seriously harmed includes

(1) lobster
(2) whales

(3) scallops
(4) salmon

4 The greatest source of oil pollution in oceans
comes from

(1) fishing vessels

(2) oil tankers

(3) passenger cars

(4) underwater pipelines

5 As used in the text, the phrase “fouling the
breeding grounds” means

(3) flooding them
(4) dirtying them

(1) draining them
(2) cultivating them

6 The speaker labels mankind’s pollution of the sea
as “suicidal folly” because the pollution

(1) destroys beaches

(2) endangers humankind

(3) fosters environmental legislation
(4) scatters in ocean water

After you have finished these questions, turn to page 2. Review The
Situation and read Your Task and the Guidelines. Use scrap paper to
plan your response. Then write your response in Part A, beginning on
page 1 of your essay booklet. After you finish your response for Part A, go
to page 5 of your examination booklet and complete Part B.
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Part B

Directions: Read the text and study the chart on the following pages, answer the multiple-choice questions,
and write a response based on the situation described below. You may use the margins to take notes as you read
and scrap paper to plan your response.

The Situation: Your state senator is preparing to vote on a bill that would
ban the use of vending machines in all New York State schools. Write a
letter to your state senator recommending whether he/she should vote for
or against the bill and explaining the reasons for your position.

Your Task: Using relevant information from both documents, write a letter to your state
senator in which you recommend whether he/she should vote for or against the bill
banning the use of vending machines in New York State schools and explain the reasons for
your position. Write only the body of the letter.

Guidelines:
Be sure to

e Tell your audience what they need to know about the use of vending machines in
schools

* Recommend whether your state senator should vote for or against the bill banning
the use of vending machines in New York State schools

* Explain the reasons for your position

e Use specific, accurate, and relevant information from the text and the chart to
support your position

* Use a tone and level of language appropriate for a letter to a state senator
* Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

 Indicate any words taken directly from the text by using quotation marks or
referring to the author

* Follow the conventions of standard written English
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Text

For countless American children, breakfast or lunch drops out of a vending
machine at school: a can of soda, perhaps, washing down a chocolate bar or a bag
of potato chips.

Now, a growing number of states are striking back, trying to curb the rise in
childhood obesity by placing strict limits on the sale of candy, soft drinks and fatty
snacks in schools. Nearly a dozen states are considering legislation to turn off
school vending machines during class time, strip them of sweets or impose new
taxes on soft drinks to pay for teacher salaries and breakfast programs.

In California, legislators appear close to passing a law that would prohibit any
drinks but milk, water or juice from being sold in elementary schools, and curtail
the hours older students can fuel up at vending machines. In Hawaii, legislators
are pushing to oust sodas from school machines altogether.

The wave of legislation, unusual both for its breadth and its assertiveness,
grew out of the newest statistics on child obesity from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Teenagers today are almost three times as likely to be
overweight as they were 20 years ago, the agency announced this year, prompting
many lawmakers to take aim at the junk food they believe is to blame.

“It can’t help when a child is eating chips and soda at 8 in the morning,” said
Martha Escutia, a state senator who backed California’s bill.

The food industry says children need more exercise, not fewer choices. The
bills have also angered school administrators nationwide, intensifying an already
heated debate over the prevalence of commercialism in the education system.

Once little more than a novelty in schools, vending machines have become a
principal source of extra money for districts across the nation, bringing in
hundreds of millions of dollars for extracurricular activities each year. With
dozens of machines lining their hallways, some schools annually earn $50,000 or
more in commissions, then use the money for marching bands, computer centers
and field trips that might otherwise fall by the wayside.

To keep such programs going, schools are emerging as the staunchest
opponents of the proposed restrictions, invoking the same principles of local
control that the states themselves use to fight federal standards for academic
testing. In many cases, the resistance from schools has been vociferous' enough
to water down or defeat measures, or at least stall them until the next legislative
session rolls around.

“Let the parents, the students and the school community sit down and decide
how to handle this,” said Robert E. Meeks, legislative director for the Minnesota
School Boards Association, which has organized against legislation to curtail soda
sales. Mr. Meeks added that Minnesota schools earn roughly $40 million a year
from vending machines. “The states only seem to be interested in local control
when it suits them,” he said.

Many lawmakers say they find it odd that educators are their biggest foes,
considering that the schools are supposed to look after the welfare of their
students.

Half the students in some Texas and California districts are overweight,
officials say.

“T can understand why school districts go in search of extra resources,” said
Jaime L. Capelo Jr., a state representative in Texas who introduced a measure to
pare down the amount of junk food in schools. “But it’s shameful when they
obtain additional resources through contracts with soda companies with little or
no regard to the health of their students.”

Ivociferous — characterized by an insistent outery
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Even some students express concern over the abundance of snack foods in
their schools. Nell S. Geiser, a 17-year-old senior at New Vista High School in
Boulder, Colo., says the vending machines in the building never shut down. At
7:30 a.m., outside classrooms with corporate symbols like I.B.M. painted on the
walls, she says her fellow students gather in front of the humming machines,
comparing schedules on daily planners with logos of the WB network, courtesy of
a local television station.

“Plenty of kids make their breakfast from a Mountain Dew and a bag of
Doritos,” said Nell, who organizes fellow students to oppose soda contracts in
schools. “You're brought up thinking it’s all right to be constantly bombarded
with ads and junk food because they're in your school.”

Educators, in turn, say that it is the lawmakers who are hypocritical, because
as tax revenues sag in tandem with the economy, state legislatures are cutting
school budgets, leaving districts with few choices but to search for substitute
funds.

“Maybe it’s not the best way of making money,” said Paul D. Houston,
executive director of the American Association of School Administrators. “But
who is responsible for providing funding for schools? The very people who are
now saying that we can’t engage in creative ways of raising money.”

Though they are often sympathetic to the economic woes of school districts,
many lawmakers argue that encouraging children to indulge at an early age is
ultimately fiscally irresponsible. As students become heavier and their health
deteriorates, more serious ailments like diabetes can arise, leading to higher
health care costs over time....

The Department of Agriculture tried to ban soda and candy sales in schools
more than two decades ago, but was thwarted by a federal appeals court in 1983.
Now, federal regulations simply require schools to turn off soda and candy
machines in the cafeteria during meal times. Those that sit outside in the
hallways can stay on all day.

Several states go further. New York, which, like a handful of other states, is
considering ways to increase exercise in schools, already prohibits food of
“minimal nutritional value” from being sold until after lunch. New Jersey and
Maryland have similar policies. But lawmakers say that such rules often make
little difference.

“They're totally ignored,” said Paul G. Pinsky, a state senator in Maryland and
former high school teacher who introduced a bill this year to switch off vending
machines during the school day. “After the sugar high wore off and they were
finished bouncing off the walls, my students’ heads would fall on the desk,” he
said. “It made it really difficult to teach.”

Part of the problem, legislators say, is that the agreements between schools
and soda companies sometimes deter principals from following state policy,
especially since how much schools make is often tied to how much they sell.

One contract between the Pepsi-Cola Company and the Montgomery Blair
High School in Silver Spring, Md., stated that “if the Board of Education actively
enforces the policy in which vending machines are turned off during the school
day,” the school will not get its guaranteed commission. But the company is now
taking a more conciliatory stand. Officials of Pepsi, a unit of PepsiCo, say they
have redrawn the contract and others like it over the last year, so that they reflect
what the company calls the “spirit and the letter” of state policies.

In other states, legislators question whether schools have disregarded state
guidelines simply by allowing soda machines on campus. In recent years, North
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Carolina schools have signed vending contracts with soft drink companies, even
though the state’s official policy allows only sales that “contribute to the
nutritional well-being of the child and aid in establishing good food habits.”

“It’s a bit of a conflict, isn’t it?” said Ellie G. Kinnaird, a state senator in North
Carolina who is seeking a moratorium on soft drink contracts in schools.

Six months ago, the Coca-Cola Company said that it would scale back on
binding contracts with schools. But the new guidelines do not pertain to existing
contracts, and may not affect future ones either.

On average, Americans drink nearly 60 gallons of soda each year, almost 8§
gallons more than they did just 10 years ago. For many lawmakers, it is a given
that the increase has worsened childhood obesity. To the food industry, assigning
the blame to any one type of food is simplistic.

“There are no such things as good foods and bad foods,” said Chip Kunde, a
legislative director for the Grocery Manufacturers of America, a food industry
trade group. “There are just good diets and bad diets.”

Researchers vacillate?, pointing out that children are eating more of almost
everything, not just sweets, while exercising less. In fact, only 29 percent of
students attended daily physical education classes in 1999, compared with 42
percent in 1991, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
making it harder for them to burn off the extra calories they have put on.

vacillate — change point of view

— Greg Winter

excerpted from “States Try to Limit
Sales of Junk Food in School Buildings”
The New York Times, September 9, 2001
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Chart

Students have choices

v Percentage of schools offering food in addition to the National School Lunch Program
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* A la carte offerings are any foods sold in the cafeteria that are not part of the National School Lunch
Program menu of the day. These include items such as pizzas, candy, french fries and milk or other items
purchased to consume with a lunch brought from home.

i

Source: USDA Food and Nutrition Service, “School Nutrition Dietary Assessment Study II”, April 2001
and Jeff Boyer/Times Union
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Multiple-Choice Questions

Directions (7-16): Select the best suggested answer to each question and write its number in the space
provided on the answer sheet. The questions may help you think about ideas and information you might want
to use in your writing. You may return to these questions anytime you wish.

7 The text indicates that the move to ban vending 12 The text implies that lawmakers feel the

machines in schools came about as a reaction to

(1) parental pressure
(2) health concerns

(3) legal opinions

(4) funding uncertainty

8 According to the text, the proposed California
law (lines 9 through 11) would prohibit the sale of

(1) junk food in elementary schools

(2) milk or juice in elementary schools
(3) soft drinks in high schools
(4)

soft drinks in elementary schools

9 According to the text, food industry
representatives argue that schools are failing to
provide students with adequate

(1) counseling sessions
(2) economic awareness
(3) physical education
(4) legislative protection

10 According to lines 29 through 40, schools often
view “junk food” legislation as conflicting with
their right to

(1) make decisions

(2) teach nutrition

(3) enforce standards

(4) monitor student health

11 According to the text, vending machines in
schools send students a conflicting message
about

(1) educational opportunity
(2) user convenience

(3) physical activity

(4) good nutrition

13

14

15

16

availability of “junk foods™ in schools is

(1) shortsighted

(2) essential

(3) acceptable
(4) declining

Paul G. Pinsky’s opinion (lines 85 through 89) is
most probably cited because of his experience
as a

(1) food distributor

(2) high school teacher
(3) cafeteria worker

(4) school board member

According to the text, contracts between schools
and soda companies may pressure schools to

(1) ignore existing legislation

(2) become creative fund-raisers

(3) reduce variety in cafeterias

(4) raise beverage prices

The chart indicates that the availability of food
choices in addition to foods which are part of the
National School Lunch Program generally
increases with the

(1) number of lunches sold

(2) location of vending machines
(3) age of students

(4) length of school day

According to the chart, more elementary schools
than middle schools allow their students to

(1) hold fund-raisers

(2) use vending machines
(3) visit snack bars

(4) leave for lunch

After you have finished these questions, turn to page 5. Review The Situation
and read Your Task and the Guidelines. Use scrap paper to plan your response.
Then write your response to Part B, beginning on page 7 of your essay booklet.
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The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION IN ENGLISH
SESSION ONE

Tuesday, January 23, 2007 — 1:15 to 4:15 p.m., only

ANSWER SHEET

Session One — Essay A
Essay B

Session Two — Essay A
Essay B

Total Essay Score

Session One —
A-Multiple Choice
B-Multiple Choice

Session Two —
A-Multiple Choice

Total Multiple Choice
Final Score

l

|

Il

School . ... Grade ............ Teacher

Write your answers to the multiple-choice questions for Part A and Part B on this answer sheet.

Part A Part B
1 7
2 8
3 9
4 10
5 11
6 12
13
14
15
16

HAND IN THIS ANSWER SHEET WITH YOUR ESSAY BOOKLET,

SCRAP PAPER, AND EXAMINATION BOOKLET.

Your essay responses for Part A and Part B should be written in the essay booklet.

I do hereby affirm, at the close of this examination, that I had no unlawful knowledge of the questions or answers prior to the examination and

that I have neither given nor received assistance in answering any of the questions during the examination.

Signature
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