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Contents of the Rating Guide

For Part I (Multiple-Choice Questions):
¢ Scoring Key

For Part II (thematic) essay:

* A content-specific rubric

e Prescored answer papers. Score levels 5 and 1 have two papers each, and score levels 4, 3, and 2 have
three papers each. They are ordered by score level from high to low.

e Commentary explaining the specific score awarded to each paper

* Five prescored practice papers

General:
e Test Specifications
* Web addresses for the test-specific conversion chart and teacher evaluation forms

Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating essay papers for this examination. More detailed direc-
tions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included in
the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in Global History and Geography and United
States History and Government.

Rating the Essay Question

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—

* Raters read the task

* Raters identify the answers to the task

* Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—

* Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task

* Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the response
to the rubric

e Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—

* Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries
provided

* Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to
actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not
correct the students work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that
differ by more than one point.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (scaffold questions,
thematic essay, DBQ essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required
number of times as specified in the rating guides, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale score
has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer papers.
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Global History and Geography
Content-Specific Rubric
January 2016

Theme: Imperialism
Since 1500, countries have pursued a policy of expansion known as imperialism for a
variety of reasons. The effects of this policy can be viewed from different
perspectives.

Task: Select one country that engaged in imperialism since 1500 and
* Discuss the reasons this country engaged in imperialism
* Discuss the effects of imperialism from the perspective of the people or society
taken over and/or from the perspective of the conqueror

You may use any country that engaged in imperialism since 1500 from your study of
global history and geography. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include Portugal,
Spain, Great Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, and Japan.

You are not limited to these suggestions.
Do not use the United States as the focus of your response.

Scoring Notes:

1. This thematic essay has a minimum of four components (discussing at least two reasons a
country engaged in imperialism since 1500 and at least two effects of this imperialism from the
perspective of the people or society taken over and/or from the perspective of the conqueror).

2. Imperialism as practiced by one country may be discussed in relation to its effects on more
than one country or region.

3. The discussion of the effects of imperialism can be from the perspective of the people or
society taken over, the perspective of the conqueror, or both.

4. The perspective being discussed need not be identified as long as it is implied in the
discussion.

5. The reasons and effects may be discussed from any perspective as long as the position taken is
supported by accurate historical facts and examples.

6. The discussion of the reasons for imperialism and the effects of imperialism may include
similar information, but the focus should be clearly distinguishable in its usage, e.g., Spain’s
desire for new trade routes can be identified as a reason for imperialism, however, new trade
routes could also be discussed as an effect of Spanish imperialism.

7. The effects of imperialism may be discussed from the perspective of American colonists or
from the perspective of the United States depending on the time period and the country
engaged in imperialism, e.g., British imperialism in North America or Japanese imperialism
and the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

8. If more than one country pursuing a policy of imperialism since 1500 is discussed, only the
first country discussed may be rated.
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Score of 5:

Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing at least two reasons
a country engaged in imperialism and at least two effects of imperialism from the perspective of
the people or society taken over and/or from the perspective of the conqueror

Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., Spain:
connects the desire for new sources of riches, the impulse to proselytize, the needs of Spain as a
mercantile state, and the residual crusading spirit of the Reconquista to the dominance of the social
and political systems in Latin America by Europeans and European descendants, the legacy of the
disfranchisement of Native American and African American populations, and the tradition of
authoritarian rule

Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., Spain, conquistadors;
encomienda system; hacienda; cash crops; Potosi; Bartolomé de Las Casas; peninsulares; creoles;
Columbian exchange; Catholic Church

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 4:

Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing one aspect of the
task less thoroughly than the others

Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g.,
Spain: discusses how the Age of Exploration and the financial needs of the Spanish monarchy led
to the development of imperialism and how the Spanish mercantile system exploited both the labor
resources and the natural resources in the Americas

Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 3:

Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least three aspects of the task in
some depth

Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information)

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies
Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
may be a restatement of the theme

Score of 2:

Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some
depth

Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis

Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not
clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a
conclusion
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Score of 1:

* Minimally develops some aspects of the task

* Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

* May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not
clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a
conclusion

Score of 0:

Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant
facts, examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test
booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper

*The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational
Objectives refers to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term
synthesis. Creating implies an insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a Level 5 paper
will contain analysis and/or evaluation of information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating
information as defined by Anderson and Krathwohl.

All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while
preserving actual student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are
easier for raters to read and use as scoring aids.

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring

examination papers and focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-
specific rubric should be applied holistically in determining the level of a student’s response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A

and natiown n-f .S'Paf,m,

Global Hist. & Geo. Rating Guide — Jan. ’16 [8] Vol. 1



Anchor Level 5-A

The response:

* Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing Spanish
imperialism in the Americas, the reasons this country engaged in imperialism, and the effects
of imperialism from the perspective of the conqueror and from the perspective of the people
taken over

* Is more analytical than descriptive (primary motive of exploration and conquest was to gain
valuable trade locations; wanted to obtain the resources and bypass Muslim middlemen and
the high costs of commodities; exploited land, labor, and resources of the Americas; Spanish
colonized to achieve economic goals; efforts changed the characteristics of the nation of
Spain as well as the societies of natives in the Americas; introduction of natives to Spanish
customs, culture, and identity, turning parts of the Americas into a subordinate colony; Spain
became the leading civilization and economic power of Europe, allowing for a Spanish
golden age; many were converted to Christianity from their indigenous polytheism; Spanish
intermarried with the natives creating a unique cultural group, mestizo; sugar and cash-crop
plantations and silver mining were the backbone of New Spain’s economy and were used to
support Spain; importation of millions of African slaves contributed to the mixing of
cultures; imposed labor systems like encomienda)

* Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (consolidation of
Spanish Iberia; Silk Road; Cortez; Pizarro; peninsulares; creoles; mestizos; mulattoes;
Spanish style houses; Spanish language; smallpox)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response includes political,
economic, and social effects of imperialism from the perspective of both the Spanish and the
natives. Good use of detail and analysis reflect an understanding of both the short- and long-term
global impacts of Spanish imperialism. The discussion surrounding the reasons for Spanish
imperialism recognizes the complex and changing motives of Spanish exploration and conquest.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Level 5-B

The response:

* Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing British
imperialism in India and Africa, the reasons Great Britain engaged in imperialism, and the
effects of imperialism from the perspective of the people taken over and from the perspective
of the conqueror

* Is more analytical than descriptive (Industrial Revolution began in Britain where there was a
high demand for raw materials and new markets; favorable island location and abundance of
resources made the nation a leader of industrialization; India gained communication and
transportation systems that allowed Britain to conduct business; cultural diffusion led to
exchange of ideas between East and West; Indian labor produced resources for export and the
British profited; led Indians to form an independence movement; reasons Britain took over
Africa related to economic motives; European countries carved Africa into colonies with no
regard for Africans; temporarily reduced local warfare in Africa; Britain claimed they were
helping Africans, but they were just exploiting their culture)

* Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (coal and iron; cotton;
textile industry; British East India Company; democratic ideals; Berlin Conference; arbitrary
borders; “White Man’s Burden”; improvements in sanitation, technology, and schools)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are somewhat beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Historical details are integrated
with analytical statements demonstrating a strong understanding of the task. The theme of
economic gain for Great Britain is developed and woven throughout the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — A

Anchor Level 4-A

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task for Spanish imperialism in the Americas, but does so
somewhat unevenly by discussing the reasons Spain engaged in imperialism less thoroughly
than the effects of imperialism from the perspective of the people taken over and from the
perspective of the conqueror

* Is both descriptive and analytical (Spanish conquistadors acted quickly to claim the fertile
land; Spain increased its wealth from silver mining and plantation crops; colonization
allowed Spain to spread Christianity; lack of immunity to foreign diseases led to rapid
decline of native populations; creation of plantation economy fostered cultivation of sugar;
creation of plantations led to destruction of environment; new social hierarchy in Spanish
colonies; native institutions were destroyed)

* Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (maritime technology;
Columbus; Aztecs; Incas; missionaries; vast amount of territory to control; African slavery;
peninsulares)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The development of the effects of
Spanish imperialism is strong and contains many details. However, the section on reasons for
imperialism is less developed. The response shows a good understanding of the task and includes
relevant examples related to Spanish imperialism.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — B
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Anchor Level 4-B

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the effects of
British imperialism in India and Africa more thoroughly than the reasons for British
imperialism in India and Africa.

* s both descriptive and analytical (since Africa had many natural resources, European
countries carved up the continent; some British claimed it was the “White Man’s Burden” to
civilize the people of Africa; racism has had a lasting impact on the development of Africa;
Britain was interested in meeting its economic and political needs, not in meeting the African
needs as the Africans saw them; African countries struggled as they gained independence;
India’s location and ports supported British trade; Sepoy mutiny occurred when British
offended Indian religious beliefs; taxes imposed on Indian people to pay for British
programs, dependency on cash crops by the British led to widespread food shortages in India
and starvation for many people; British imperialism spurred Indian independence movement)

* Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (mother country; Jewel in the
Crown; Berlin Conference; Social Darwinism; increased literacy rates; construction of roads;
improved methods of communication; Indian independence in 1947; Gandhi)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The strength of the response is in
the use of analysis to highlight similarities between British imperialism in India and in Africa.
Reasons for British imperialism as well as negative and positive effects are provided for both
regions, demonstrating a good understanding of the task.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C
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Anchor Level 4-C

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the effects of
British imperialism on Africa and India more thoroughly than the reasons Britain engaged in
imperialism in these regions

* Is both descriptive and analytical (Britain competed for colonies along with other European
powers; took raw materials to support growing factories; Britain tried to westernize Africa
with English education and values; British values replaced indigenous traditions; imperialism
helped open new markets and increased trade in African colonies; India’s natural resources
exploited for benefit of Great Britain; British manufactured goods replaced locally produced
goods, resulting in loss of jobs; Indians persuaded to grow primarily cash crops, leading to
poverty and famine; Indian rights were sometimes violated; Indians treated as inferiors; high-
level jobs went to British, causing Indians to lack experience when they gained
independence; colonial people used to supplement military forces; British schools offered
education based on a Western model)

* Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Christian teachings;
polygamy; employed as servants; improved irrigation; railroads; telegraph; postal systems;
underdevelopment)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are slightly beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response weaves reasons for
British imperialism into the discussion of the effects of imperialism, demonstrating an
understanding of the task. Further elaboration on information introduced would have
strengthened the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — A

Anchor Level 3-A

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task in some depth by discussing Japanese imperialism

* Is more descriptive than analytical (Japan conquered much of East and Southeast Asia for
resources to fuel industrial growth; Japan had limited natural resources and arable land;
victories in conflicts with China and Russia demonstrated the growing strength of Japan;
Japanese victories worried European powers; Japan had become more aggressive often
violating the human rights of those they conquered; Japanese troops were responsible for
committing many atrocities; United States took steps to cut off trade in certain resources to
Japan; Japanese militarism and aggression soon led to war)

* Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Meiji Restoration; Manchuria; Rape of
Nanjing; homes and lands destroyed; Pearl Harbor)

* Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are slightly beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response uses accurate
information and limited analysis to demonstrate an understanding of Japanese imperialism.
Further development of the role extreme nationalism and militarism played in Japanese
imperialism would have strengthened the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — B
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Anchor Level 3-B

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task with little depth by discussing British imperialism in Africa

* Is more descriptive than analytical (Africa is home to many different cultures, peoples, and
languages; imperialism has introduced many foreign ideas, customs, and beliefs to Africa;
British Christian missionaries introduced their religion, tearing apart Africa’s cultures; today
Christianity is a major religion in Africa; Berlin Conference placed artificial borders in
Africa, ignoring tribal boundaries; many countries continue to deal with ethnic conflict and
tribal warfare; British imperialism in Africa was because of the abundance of natural
resources; Britain used resources to produce industrial goods and make profits; British
believed they had a moral duty to civilize natives in Africa)

* Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Islam; cultural diffusion; animism,;
Nigeria; minerals, ores, spices, plants; Social Darwinism; survival of the fittest; improved
literacy rate, medicine and practices, life expectancy; exploitation)

* Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are slightly beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response focuses on the
effects of British imperialism on traditional African cultures, incorporating isolated analysis.
Although reasons the British engaged in imperialism are provided, they are less developed.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — C
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Anchor Level 3-C

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task with little depth by discussing British imperialism in India
and Africa

* [s more descriptive than analytical (Great Britain wanted to control India because of their raw
materials; Indian people forced to go against their religious beliefs; Britain wanted land and
resources of Africa; many European countries discussed how Africa was to be divided;
African people had no voice in new boundaries; Britain turned tribes against each other and
forced Africans to do hard labor; British imperialism in Africa included modernization and
improvements in education; Africans converted to Christianity)

* Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (spices and cotton; gold and diamonds;
gun cartridges greased with animal fat; Berlin Conference; eastern Africa; trade)

* Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that is slightly
beyond a restatement of the theme and a brief conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Although focused on the task, the
response consists of generalizations and overgeneralizations. A lack of development regarding
the reasons and effects of British imperialism weakens the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:

* Minimally develops all aspects of the task by discussing the effects of Spanish imperialism in
Latin and South America

¢ Is primarily descriptive (Latin American Indians had many precious metals like gold and
silver; Spanish used the Indians as slaves and forced them to work on plantations and in
factories; Europeans brought diseases which wiped out cities; they will never get back their
Aztec or ancestor’s cities that were destroyed); includes faulty analysis (when Christopher
Columbus landed in present day Dominican Republic and Haiti, he saw all the gold they had)

* Includes very few relevant facts, examples, and details (imperialized to gain money; Latin
Americans speak Spanish; Christian because they were forced to by the Spanish)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
restates the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Although the reasons for
imperialism are weakly developed, several relevant details are included in the discussion of the
negative effects of Spanish imperialism, demonstrating a basic understanding of the task.
However, the repetition of facts and ideas weakens the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — B

Global Hist. & Geo. Rating Guide - Jan. ’16 [30] Vol. 1



Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — B

Anchor Level 2-B

The response:

* Minimally develops all aspects of the task by discussing British imperialism in China and
India

* Is primarily descriptive (imperialism was used by Britain to expand their empire; imperialism
was used to increase trade; Britain sold opium to China; British gained a sphere of influence
after the war; India was being governed by British men, not Indian men; Indians felt
powerless; Muslim soldiers insulted by cartridges greased with pig fat); includes weak
application (Chinese were getting addicted to opium and their bank account was dwindling
down)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (cultural diffusion; Opium War; silver;
British East India Company; Sepoy War); includes several inaccuracies (Great Britain
controlled trade between China and them during the Opium War; British gained an
extraterritoriality policy in the Treaty of Nanjing; Britain imposed a new form of government
in India)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
are slightly beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response demonstrates a
limited understanding of the reasons for and the effects of British imperialism. However, a lack
of chronology and development weakens the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — C

Anchor Level 2-C

The response:

* Minimally develops all aspects of the task by discussing Japanese imperialism

* [s primarily descriptive (used imperialism to take over other countries; Japan needed raw
materials to industrialize; society taken over lost independence; Japan gained money and
jobs); includes faulty analysis and weak application (since Japan was an isolated country and
surrounded by water, it did not maintain a lot of raw materials; society taken over had a loss
in raw materials making low production which means less money for the economy and job
loss)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (World War II; increase in territory)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; lacks focus; contains an introduction and
conclusion that are slightly beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The treatment of Japanese
imperialism is comprised of generalizations woven into a narrative that outlines the topic, but
lacks details and development such as chronological references. Faulty conclusions further
weaken this response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 1 — A
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Anchor Level 1-A

The response:

* Minimally develops some aspects of the task by mentioning reasons for and discussing
effects of imperialism from different viewpoints

* Is descriptive (South America was imperialized by the Spanish and Portuguese; nations that
are imperialized are taken advantage of; imperializing nations use natural resources from
imperialized nations to make products for themselves; religion of mother country forced on
them)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details (paid low wages for long hours of hard
work; can be punished by military force)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that is a restatement of
the theme and a very brief conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response mentions a reason
for imperialism. Details about the effects of imperialism on South America are not well
developed; however, they demonstrate a limited understanding of the task.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 1 — B

Global Hist. & Geo. Rating Guide - Jan. ’16 [36] Vol. 1



Anchor Level 1-B

The response:

* Minimally develops some aspects of the task by discussing the reasons for Japanese
imperialism

* Is descriptive (Japan lacks natural resources; Japan is mountainous, which was not good for
agriculture; Japan modernized and improved its military; gave Japan’s economy an
opportunity to grow); includes faulty analysis (imperialism was appealing because it was a
cost-effective way of gaining natural resources; one of the lasting effects was cultural
diffusion; Japan’s culture would be most similar to China, North Korea, and South Korea)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details (Tokugawa shogunate; Meiji Restoration;
oil, iron, and coal; archipelago)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; does not clearly identify which aspect of the
task is being addressed; includes an introduction and a conclusion that restate the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response shows some
understanding of the task and provides some development of the reasons for Japanese
imperialism. However, the discussion of the effects of imperialism is faulty.
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — A

the AwmerLeas fnr a long tLme

Global Hist. & Geo. Rating Guide — Jan. ’16 [38] Vol. 1



Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B

Eurppedn. natLons
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B

it was both a bLPssLm,g and a curse
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — E
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 3

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task with little depth by discussing Spanish imperialism in the
Americas

* Is more descriptive than analytical (Age of Exploration resulted in Spanish “discovery” of
the Americas; conquistadors motivated to locate and exploit deposits of gold and silver; led
to an increase in European wealth at the expense of the native population; Spain established
plantation economy in the Americas; relationship between the mother country and colonies
supported Spanish economic policy; people thought the imposition of Spanish religion,
language and way of life was unfair; Spanish influence has stayed important in the Americas
for a long time)

* Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Cortez; Pizarro; gold and silver; sugar;
mercantilism; Christian religion; Simoén Bolivar; Latin American independence )

* Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are slightly beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response demonstrates an
understanding of Spanish imperialism in the Americas by mentioning a reason for Spanish
imperialism and stating its effects on both the Spanish and the natives. The inclusion of
additional facts and details would have strengthened the response.

Practice Paper B—Score Level 4

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the reasons for
British imperialism in Africa and India more thoroughly than the effects of British
imperialism

* s both descriptive and analytical (imperialism can be connected to nationalism and
industrialization; Great Britain controlled largest empire in history; motivation included need
for raw materials and desire to outpace international competition for colonial growth;
technological innovations contributed to the demand for raw materials; desire for power and
glory on international stage; justified imperialism through Social Darwinism; expanded
empire for naval and military bases; British economy prospered by exporting manufactured
goods to colonies; India became more technologically advanced; established a money
economy which took away many jobs and the Indian economy suffered)

* Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Industrial Revolution; mother
country; steam engine; factory system; railroads; coastal ports; diamonds and gold; survival
of the fittest; taxes)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are somewhat beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response discusses positive
and negative effects of British imperialism from the British and Indian perspective. Use of some
good analytic statements related to the political and economic reasons for imperialism
demonstrates a good understanding of the task.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 5

The response:

* Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing British
imperialism in India, East Asia, America, and Africa, the reasons Great Britain engaged in
imperialism, and the effects of imperialism from the perspective of the societies taken over

* Is more analytical than descriptive (Industrial Revolution increased the demand for natural
resources in Britain; India provided raw materials and Great Britain exported manufactured
goods for a profit; expansion of British empire into East Asia for better access to markets in
China and Japan; in Africa, England gained natural resources and exploited indigenous
people for cheap labor; England sought a favorable balance of trade in American colonies;
Africans receiving an English education were forced to give up their tribal customs and
beliefs, and adopt western ways; effects of imperialism plagued Africa for years to come;
Africans leaders had limited experience running modern countries; Great Britain’s failure to
consider cultural differences when establishing colonies has resulted in ethnic conflicts in
Africa)

* Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Sun never set on the
British Empire; cotton, diamonds, and spices from India; Scramble for Africa; mercantilism,
triangular trade, transatlantic slave trade; Gandhi; nonviolent campaign; civil disobedience;
boycott; Salt March)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The discussion of the reasons for
British imperialism addresses a wide variety of regions that were colonized. The response uses
analysis to connect the reasons for the expansion of the British Empire, doing a good job of
demonstrating how British imperialism led to its rise as a world power, but also discussing how
it had long-lasting negative consequences on some of the locations involved. The strength of the
response 1s in the discussion of the effects of imperialism in India and Africa.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 1

The response:

* Minimally develops all aspects of the task by briefly describing Great Britain’s imperialism
in Africa

* [s primarily descriptive (England tried to take over parts of Africa; Britain exploited the
goods of Africa;); includes faulty application (Africa was always known as the dark
continent but ever since Britain exploited it, much of our goods are from Africa)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (South Africa; diamonds, gold); includes
some inaccuracies (rubber in South Africa; Africa let Great Britain take full advantage of
their treasures)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; lacks focus; includes an introduction that
restates the theme and a very brief conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Although the response briefly
mentions all aspects of the task, the development is minimal. An awareness of relevant
information is evident, but in many instances, application is weak or inaccurate.
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 3

The response:

* Develops the task but discusses the reasons Britain engaged in imperialism in Africa less
thoroughly than the effects of imperialism

* Is more descriptive than analytical (imperialism is the policy of a country with a strong
economy taking over a weaker country for resources; Industrial Revolution began in Britain
and helped it become a world powerhouse in terms of economic strength; engaged in
imperialism to obtain resources and markets for their economy; used civilians in these areas
to work for low wages; European countries competed for colonies in Africa; African voice
missing from the discussion; newly independent African countries were left with poor
economies and had corrupt governments; strict requirements and laws in colonies; British
policies reflected interest in benefiting themselves; Africans faced limited access to British
education and high-level government positions; ethnic boundaries were ignored which led to
conflict)

* Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Berlin Conference; Belgium, France,
Portugal, Spain, and Italy; Germany’s Bismarck; mines; war; genocide)

* Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are slightly beyond a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The focus of the response is
primarily on the effects of imperialism from an African perspective, demonstrating an
understanding of the task. The response relies on generalizations to discuss reasons for
imperialism and would have benefited from further development.
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Global History and Geography Specifications
January 2016

Part1
Multiple Choice Questions by Standard

Standard

Question Numbers

1—United States and New York History

N/A

2—World History

4,8,9,13, 15,16, 17, 21, 23, 29, 30, 31, 32,
36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 45, 46, 48, 50

3—Geography

2,5,6,7, 11, 12, 18, 20, 25, 26, 34, 38, 42,
43, 44, 47

4—Economics

1,10, 14, 19, 27, 28, 33

5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government

3, 22, 24, 35, 49

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard

Theme

Standards

Thematic Essay

Imperialism

Standards 2, 3, 4, and 5:
World History; Geography;
Economics; Civics,
Citizenship, and Government

Document-based
Essay

Power; Human Rights; Justice;

Citizenship; Environment and Standards 2, 3, 4, and 5:
Society; Political Systems; Conflict; World History; Geography;
Diversity; Movement of People and Economics; Civics,

Goods; Scarcity

Citizenship, and Government

Scoring information for Part I and Part II is found in Volume 1 of the Rating Guide.

Scoring information for Part III is found in Volume 2 of the Rating Guide.
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2016
Regents Examination in Global History and Geography will be posted on the
Department’s web site at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day of
the examination. Conversion charts provided for the previous administrations
of the Global History and Geography examination must NOT be used to
determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assess-
ments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http:/www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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