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As soon as I started back upstream in their direction, they fluttered on, much less 
noisily now. I followed them for perhaps a hundred feet, and then they led me away from 
the brook until they came to rest in another alder clump. Their voices were much quieter 
now; in an odd way they sounded reassuring. I looked where they were looking.

 There, its tiny leg caught in a vertical cleft of an alder stem, hung a sparrow nestling. 
It hung totally inert. It gave no sign that it might be alive when I went up to it, not even 
when I took the little body in one hand and with the other opened the cleft. I held it for 
several minutes cupped in my hands. Finally its eyes opened, and it stirred a little on 
my palm.

Only then did I realize that both birds had come close to me. They watched the young 
bird as intently as I. And in the end the little body gathered itself. The stretched leg moved 
under it. I put it on a branch two feet or so away from its parents. They had apparently 
no fear of me. They did not offer to move away. When I saw the toes of the baby take 
hold of the branch, I released it and left them so. I resumed my fishing, but nothing that 
happened that afternoon was as exciting as my encounter with the swamp sparrows. Few 
things that have happened to me since have moved me more.
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	33		 The author of “The Gift of Reason” says that few things have moved him more than his 
encounter with the sparrows. Explain the most likely reason this encounter has moved him 
so much. Use details from the passage to support your answer.
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Planning Page

You may plan your writing for question 34 here if you wish, but do NOT write 
your final answer on this page. Your writing on this Planning Page will not 
count toward your final score. Write your final answer on Pages 9 and 10.

Answer
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	34		 The authors of “Rufus” and “The Gift of Reason” are both affected by the animals they write 
about. How does the author of “Rufus” change the way he thinks about Rufus? How does the 
author of “The Gift of Reason” change the way he thinks about animals? Which author seems 
more moved by his experience? Use details from both passages to support your answer.

In your answer, be sure to

· explain how the author of “Rufus” changes the way he thinks about Rufus

· explain how the author of “The Gift of Reason” changes the way he thinks about animals

· explain which author seems to be more moved by his experience

· use details from both passages to support your answer

		  Check your writing for correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
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