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I
SCORING KEY

Mechanics of Rating
• Use only red ink or red pencil in rating Regents examination papers. Do not attempt to 

correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind. 
• Use checkmarks [✓ ] to indicate incorrect or omitted answers in Parts 2 and 3. Do not place

a checkmark beside a correct answer. Underscore student errors in Part 4.
• Record the credit for each part in the appropriate credit box on the student’s answer

booklet.
• Record the total examination score (the sum of the credits the student received for each

part) in the appropriate space in the box in the upper right corner of the answer booklet.
• Check carefully for mechanical errors (e.g., addition). Using a calculator might be helpful.
• Write your initials clearly in the appropriate space on the answer booklet.

Part 1
Record the credit for Part 1: Speaking, as previously reported to the building principal.

Part 2
Allow a total of 30 credits, two credits for each of the following:

a (1) 4 (4) 3 (7) 2 b (10) 1 (13) 2
(2) 1 (5) 1 (8) 4 (11) 3 (14) 3
(3) 2 (6) 3 (9) 4 (12) 2 (15) 4

Part 3
Allow a total of 30 credits, two credits for each of the following:

a (16) 2 b (21) 4 c (26) 1
(17) 2 (22) 3 (27) 4
(18) 3 (23) 1 (28) 3
(19) 1 (24) 1 (29) 4
(20) 3 (25) 4 (30) 2

Part 4
Principles:

In Part 4a, students are instructed to write one note (choice of one out of two) of at least six
clauses for a total of six credits. In Part 4b, students are instructed to write either a narrative
based on a picture or a letter. The narrative or letter must contain at least 10 clauses for a total of
10 credits.

[OVER]



In order to qualify for any credit, the note and the narrative/letter must achieve the
stated purpose.

The rating procedure described below provides for one credit for each clause: 2⁄3 credit for
comprehensibility-appropriateness and 1⁄3 credit for form. The six clauses in the note (Part 4a)
may be contained in fewer than six sentences, and the 10 clauses in the narrative/letter (Part 4b)
may be contained in fewer than 10 sentences.

For the purpose of rating, a clause must contain a verb, a stated or implied subject, and addi-
tional words necessary to convey meaning. The intent is to credit the ideas expressed, regardless
of the number of sentences in which they are expressed.

Comprehensibility is determined by the rater’s visual inspection and judgment as to whether
the clause would be understood by a literate native reader of Italian who knows no English, but
is used to dealing with foreigners. Appropriateness is determined on the basis of the clause’s con-
tribution to the development of the note and narrative/letter.

Form is adherence to conventional rules of grammar and orthography.

Procedure:
For rating Part 4, the student’s answer booklet contains three columns labeled C (Compre-

hensibility), A (Appropriateness), and F (Form). For Part 4a, the columns are numbered 1
through 6 to correspond to the first six clauses in the note, and for Part 4b, the columns are num-
bered 1 through 10 to correspond to the first 10 clauses in the narrative/letter.

1. Read the note or the narrative/letter in its entirety to determine whether the stated
purpose has been achieved. If the purpose has not been achieved, leave all boxes for that
note or narrative/letter blank.

2. Proceed as follows if the purpose of the note or the narrative/letter has been
achieved:
• Identify the first six clauses in the note or the first 10 clauses in the narrative/letter by slash

marks as shown in the examples ( ⁄1, ⁄2, ⁄3,  etc.). Do not include the datelines, salutations,
and closings supplied in the student’s test booklet. Rate only the clauses you have identi-
fied by slash marks.

• Determine the comprehensibility-appropriateness of the first clause.
— If the clause is incomprehensible or inappropriate, leave all three boxes blank and go

on to the next clause.
— If the clause is comprehensible and appropriate, place a checkmark [✓ ] in the C box

and in the A box.
• Evaluate the form of the first clause by underlining ALL errors. Do not underline more

than three diacritical marks in each note or narrative/letter. (The past practice of circling
repeated errors has been discontinued.)
— If the clause contains no more than one error, place a checkmark in the F box (i.e.,

there is no penalty for one error per clause).
— If the clause contains more than one error, leave the F box blank.

• Rate the remaining clauses in the same manner.
After rating the note and the narrative/letter, count the number of checkmarks. Write the

total number in the blank next to “Total Checks” below the narrative/letter. Divide that number
by three and round the result to the nearest whole number. Write that whole number in the
“Credit” box for Part 4. The following table is provided for your convenience in converting the
total number of checkmarks to credit for Part 4.
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Total Checks Credit

48, 47 16

46, 45, 44 15

43, 42, 41 14

40, 39, 38 13

37, 36, 35 12

34, 33, 32 11

31, 30, 29 10

28, 27, 26 9

Total Checks Credit

25, 24, 23 8

22, 21, 20 7

19, 18, 17 6

16, 15, 14 5

13, 12, 11 4

10, 9, 8 3

7, 6, 5 2

4, 3, 2 1

COMPREHENSIVE ITALIAN— concluded

a For each note, an example of a response worth six credits follows. The slash marks indicate
how each sample note has been divided into clauses.

31 Cara Anna, 19 giugno, 2001

Oggi, quando ero a casa/1 ho visto il postino con un pacco./2 Lui è andato a
casa tua/3 ma gli ho detto che tu non c’eri./4 Così ha lasciato il pacco con me./5
Puoi venire a prenderlo/6 quando torni a casa.

Giacomo

32 Cara Professoressa , 19 giugno, 2001

La prego di non darci compito per stasera/1 perché domani ci sarà la partita
di calcio più importante dell’anno./2 Lei sa che nella nostra classe/3 ci sono tanti
giocatori!/4 Faremo allenamento di sicuro fino a tardi./5 Per favore, ci dia il
compito domani sera./6 Gliene saremo tanto grati.

Mario

33 Mentre la signorina prendeva il sole, si avvicina un bambino./1 Marco non
trova più sua madre/2 e ha bisogno di aiuto./3 La signorina gli chiede di
descriverla./4  Lui dice che/5 la mamma è bionda, alta e magra/6 e indossa un
costume arancione./7 È sotto un ombrellone bianco e azzurro./8 Per fortuna si
sente un annuncio./9 C’è una mamma in cerca di un bambino con capelli castani
di nome Marco./10

34 19 giugno, 2001
Caro Luca,

La mia famiglia ti invita con tanto piacere a passare alcuni giorni con noi
quest’estate./1 Il periodo migliore per venire è la seconda e terza settimana di
luglio/2 perché anche mio padre sarà in vacanza./3 Inoltre avremmo intenzione di
andare in montagna a fare un campeggio./4 Anche alla nostra famiglia piace
tanto pescare./5 Devi portare vestiti un po’ pesanti/6 perché fa fresco in
montagna./7 Non hai bisogno di tanti soldi; solo per cose personali./8 Facci avere
tutta l’informazione del volo./9 Saremo all’aeroporto/10 quando arriverai.  Non
vedo l’ora di vederti.

Rita

b For each narrative/letter, an example of a response worth 10 credits follows. The slash marks
indicate how each sample narrative/letter has been divided into clauses.




