REGENTS EXAM IN U.S. HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

UNITED STATES HISTORY
AND GOVERNMENT
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 — 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only
Student Name ______________________________________________________________
School Name _______________________________________________________________
The possession or use of any communications device is strictly prohibited
when taking this examination. If you have or use any communications device,
no matter how briefly, your examination will be invalidated and no score will
be calculated for you.
Print your name and the name of your school on the lines above. A separate answer
sheet for Part I has been provided to you. Follow the instructions from the proctor for
completing the student information on your answer sheet. Then fill in the heading of each
page of your essay booklet.
This examination has three parts. You are to answer all questions in all parts. Use black
or dark-blue ink to write your answers to Parts II, III A, and III B.
Part I contains 50 multiple-choice questions. Record your answers to these questions
as directed on the answer sheet.
Part II contains one thematic essay question. Write your answer to this question in
the essay booklet, beginning on page 1.
Part III is based on several documents:
Part III A contains the documents. When you reach this part of the test, enter
your name and the name of your school on the first page of this section.
Each document is followed by one or more questions. Write your answer to each
question in this examination booklet on the lines following that question.
Part III B contains one essay question based on the documents. Write your
answer to this question in the essay booklet, beginning on page 7.
When you have completed the examination, you must sign the declaration printed at
the end of the answer sheet, indicating that you had no unlawful knowledge of the questions
or answers prior to the examination and that you have neither given nor received assistance
in answering any of the questions during the examination. Your answer sheet cannot be
accepted if you fail to sign this declaration.
DO NOT OPEN THIS EXAMINATION BOOKLET UNTIL THE SIGNAL IS GIVEN.

REGENTS EXAM IN U.S. HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT

Part I
Answer all questions in this part.
Directions (1–50): For each statement or question, record on your separate answer sheet the number of the
word or expression that, of those given, best completes the statement or answers the question.
Base your answers to questions 1 and 2 on the
graph below and on your knowledge of social studies.

3 Which factor most influenced the economic
development of the colonial South?
(1) plentiful forests
(2) warm and wet growing seasons
(3) rich deposits of iron ore and coal
(4) abundant water power for manufacturing

Shipping Tonnage on the Erie Canal,
1836–1860

Tonnage (in thousands of tons)

2,500

Base your answer to question 4 on the passage
below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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1,500

Tonnage from the West
to New York City

…The Jury withdrew, and in a small time
returned, and being asked by the clerk, whether
they were agreed of their verdict, and whether
John Peter Zenger was guilty of printing and
publishing the libels in the information
mentioned? They answered by Thomas Hunt,
their foreman, Not Guilty. Upon which there
were three huzzas [cheers] in the hall which was
crowded with people, and the next day I was
discharged from my imprisonment.
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4 The court case discussed in this passage was
important in the development of colonial
America because it helped establish the principle
of
(1) freedom of the press
(2) double jeopardy
(3) freedom of assembly
(4) judicial independence

— Douglass C. North, The Economic Growth of the
United States, 1790–1860, W.W. Norton & Company
(adapted)

1 Information on the graph most clearly supports
the conclusion that the Erie Canal
(1) slowed migration to the Midwest
(2) replaced railroads as the main method of
transportation
(3) improved transportation between the
Hudson River and the Great Lakes
(4) relied on the development of steamboats for
canal use

5 The social contract theory as used in the
Declaration of Independence was most directly
influenced by the writings of
(1) John Locke
(2) Adam Smith
(3) Voltaire
(4) Benjamin Franklin

2 One major result of the completion of the Erie
Canal was that
(1) the population of Rochester fell
(2) shipping on Lake Champlain decreased
(3) manufacturing along the canal declined
(4) New York City became the nation’s
commercial center
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6 Under the Articles of Confederation, the years
between 1781 and 1787 are often referred to as
the “critical period” because the
(1) colonies were forced to pay high reparations
to England
(2) states were fighting the French and Indian
War
(3) southern states threatened to secede from the
Union over the issue of slavery
(4) central government lacked the power to deal
with major problems

10 What is a major result of the Supreme Court
decisions in McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) and
Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)?
(1) Abuses of power by the president were
prevented.
(2) The powers of the federal government were
expanded.
(3) The powers of Congress over the territories
were reduced.
(4) Freedoms guaranteed in the Bill of Rights
were restricted.

7 Which power regarding the federal judiciary was
established in Marbury v. Madison?
(1) The president appoints all federal judges.
(2) The Congress creates lower federal courts.
(3) Members of the federal courts serve life
terms.
(4) Federal laws may be declared unconstitutional.

Base your answer to question 11 on the time line
below and on your knowledge of social studies.
1803 — Louisiana Purchase Treaty established western
boundary of United States.
1818 — Convention with Britain established northern
boundary of Louisiana Territory.
1819 — Adams-Onís Treaty granted Florida to United
States.
1842 — Webster-Ashburton Treaty established MaineCanada border.
1846 — Treaty of Oregon established northern boundary
of Oregon Territory.

8 Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton
supported the creation of the Bank of the United
States because it would
(1) increase the power of state banks
(2) raise revenue to reduce the need for tariffs
(3) help ensure the economic stability of the new
nation
(4) provide low-cost loans to farmers

11 The time line shows that the major way the
United States gained territory in the early 19th
century was through
(1) war
(3) executive orders
(2) diplomacy
(4) arbitration

9 President George Washington’s leadership during
the Whiskey Rebellion (1794) was important
because it
(1) showed the ability of the new government to
enforce federal law
(2) helped assure his reelection to a third term
(3) forced frontier farmers to limit grain
production
(4) halted British fort construction in the
Northwest
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12 In the 1830s, President Andrew Jackson
supported the Indian removal policy because
(1) white settlers desired the land on which
Native American Indians lived
(2) Native American Indians were attacking
southern cities
(3) he wanted to punish Native American Indians
for their political opposition
(4) he sought complete control of Texas by the
United States

[3]
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Base your answer to question 13 on the painting below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Westward the Course of Empire Takes Its Way

Source: Emanuel Leutze, 1861

13 Which point of view is being conveyed by the artist?
(1) praise for Manifest Destiny
(2) opposition to the end of slavery
(3) opposition to the purchase of Alaska
(4) encouragement of industrial development
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Base your answers to questions 14 and 15 on the
speakers’ statements below and on your knowledge of
social studies.

Base your answers to questions 17 and 18 on the
speakers’ statements below and on your knowledge of
social studies.

Speaker A: The right way to settle the question of
slavery in the territories is to let the
people who live there determine if their
state is to be slave or free.
Speaker B: The Supreme Court’s decision in Dred
Scott v. Sanford is exactly what this
country needs. Perhaps now the
abolitionists will stop their meddling.
Speaker C: Secession is unlawful and treasonous.
Everything possible must be done to
preserve the Union.
Speaker D: The rights of the states must be
protected. The federal government is
exceeding its authority.

Speaker A: The government should not interfere
with business. The market will regulate
itself over time. Successful businesses
will remain, while inefficient ones will
be eliminated.
Speaker B: The inequalities resulting from
unregulated capitalism are too vast. The
individual worker and consumer are at
the mercy of business owners. The
government must do something to
protect the people.
Speaker C: Government should own and manage
the principal manufacturing, transportation, and banking industries.
Speaker D: The workers should control the
industries in which they work. Profits
should be shared equally among them.

14 The solution proposed by Speaker A is known as
(1) nullification
(3) the spoils system
(2) popular sovereignty (4) federal supremacy

17 Which action by the federal government was a
step toward the approach to business favored by
Speaker B?
(1) passage of the Transcontinental Railway Act
(2) passage of the Sherman Antitrust Act
(3) creation of the civil service system
(4) decision by the Supreme Court in United
States v. E. C. Knight Co.

15 Which speaker most accurately represents the
opinions of President Abraham Lincoln?
(1) A
(3) C
(2) B
(4) D
16 Black Codes were established in the South
immediately after the Civil War in an effort to
(1) integrate freedmen into American society
(2) enforce the Emancipation Proclamation
(3) expand educational opportunities
(4) limit the rights of newly freed African
Americans
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18 Which speaker is expressing a viewpoint that is
most consistent with the principles of laissez-faire
economics?
(1) A
(3) C
(2) B
(4) D
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Base your answer to question 19 on the photographs below and on your knowledge of social studies.
Apache children on arrival at the
Carlisle Indian School (Pennsylvania), 1886

Apache children at the
Carlisle Indian School four months later, 1887

Source: National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution

19 This pair of photographs suggests that the major purpose of the Carlisle
Indian School was to
(1) train future leaders in tribal traditions
(2) prepare children for life on the reservation
(3) teach skills needed for working in factories
(4) promote cultural assimilation

22 “…We therefore formulate, and for ourselves
adopt the following pledge, asking our sisters and
brothers of a common danger and a common
hope, to make common cause with us, in working
its reasonable and helpful precepts [principles]
into the practice of everyday life.
I hereby solemnly promise, God helping me, to
abstain from all distilled, fermented and malt
liquors, including wine, beer and cider, and to
employ all proper means to discourage the use of
and traffic in the same.…”

20 A major cause of antagonism toward the “new
immigrants” who came to the United States after
1880 was the belief that they
(1) were better educated than native-born
Americans
(2) had a higher standard of living than most
Americans
(3) adapted easily to American culture
(4) competed with Americans for jobs as
unskilled laborers

— National Woman’s Christian Temperance Union,
1908 (adapted)

21 Secretary of State John Hay sent his Open Door
Notes (1899–1900) to world powers to
(1) keep Chinese workers from coming to
America
(2) secure a fair settlement in the RussoJapanese War
(3) protect United States trading interests in
China
(4) bring a peaceful end to the Boxer Rebellion
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According to this passage, those who adopted this
pledge believed that
(1) religion had no place in national politics
(2) Congress should repeal Prohibition
(3) alcohol consumption was damaging to society
(4) only the government can solve social
problems

[6]

28 What was a major factor leading to the erosion of
regional cultural differences in the 1920s?
(1) development of television
(2) growing popularity of radio and motion
pictures
(3) publication of novels by F. Scott Fitzgerald
and Sinclair Lewis
(4) expansion of air travel after Charles
Lindbergh’s flight

23 One major goal of the Progressive movement
was to
(1) balance the federal budget by decreasing
spending
(2) provide unemployment insurance to workers
(3) limit direct citizen control over government
(4) pass laws to help solve economic and social
problems
24 One foreign policy goal of President Theodore
Roosevelt was to
(1) create future states by annexing Pacific island
territories
(2) restrict European intervention in the
Western Hemisphere
(3) limit United States investment in Latin
America
(4) encourage independence movements in
Africa

29 During the 1920s, the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti,
the Palmer raids, and the revival of the Ku Klux
Klan demonstrate that
(1) nativist sentiments were on the rise
(2) cultural values were similar between urban
and rural Americans
(3) popular support for international involvement
was increasing
(4) public support for limiting immigration was
declining

25 W. E. B. Du Bois and Booker T. Washington most
strongly disagreed over which issue?
(1) the constitutionality of the Sherman Antitrust
Act
(2) the construction of the Panama Canal
(3) methods to achieve racial equality
(4) support for the Allies in World War I

30 A major difference between the philosophies of
President Herbert Hoover and President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in responding to the Great
Depression is that Roosevelt
(1) wanted to rely on private charities to provide
assistance
(2) stressed the need for individual self-reliance
(3) supported direct relief to people out of work
(4) thought the government should not be
involved in economic reform

26 After World War I, senators who opposed United
States participation in the League of Nations
argued that American membership in the
organization would
(1) limit the power of the president
(2) make trade with nonmember nations more
difficult
(3) force the country to end traditional military
alliances
(4) involve the nation in future world conflicts

31 Which federal agency, created during the New
Deal, was intended to prevent serious problems
in the stock market?
(1) Social Security Administration
(2) Works Progress Administration
(3) Agricultural Adjustment Administration
(4) Securities and Exchange Commission

27 The Great Migration during World War I refers
to the movement of
(1) factory workers from the Northeast to the
Sun Belt
(2) communists deported to Russia as
undesirable aliens
(3) African Americans to northern cities to find
work
(4) refugees fleeing from eastern Europe to the
United States
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Base your answers to questions 32 and 33 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies.

Source: Joseph Parrish, Chicago Tribune, February 8, 1937

33 One outcome of the situation referred to in the
cartoon was that
(1) President Roosevelt decided not to seek
reelection
(2) the Supreme Court ended most New Deal
programs
(3) President Roosevelt was impeached for abuse
of his powers
(4) Congress rejected President Roosevelt’s
effort to pack the Supreme Court

32 The main idea of this 1937 cartoon about
President Franklin D. Roosevelt is that the
president is
(1) trying to increase the public’s respect for the
Supreme Court
(2) seeking the Supreme Court’s help against his
political opponents
(3) attempting to exercise too much influence
over the Supreme Court
(4) refusing to allow the Supreme Court to
review legislation
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