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Rating the Part III B Essay Question

 (1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task
• Raters identify the answers to the task
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from

the response to the rubric
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of papers independently without looking at the scores and

commentaries provided
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s
essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater
should not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.

Rating the Part IIIA (Scaffold) Questions

(1) Follow a similar procedure for training raters.
(2) The scaffold questions need only be scored by one rater.
(3) The scores for each scaffold question may be recorded in the student’s test booklet.

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers,
calculating a final score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I
answer sheet or on the back cover of the test booklet 2, and determining the student’s final
examination score. The chart located at the end of these scoring materials must be used for
determining the final test score.



Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Social Studies
Part IIIA Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—June 2003
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By 1825, the Erie Canal gave another boost to New York’s already busy seaports.
Commercial vessels could now travel north up the Hudson River all the way to Lake Erie.
This new waterway not only connected the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes, it caused a
terrific boon [increase] in industry all along the Hudson River and made New York’s ports
and harbor more valuable than ever.

Between 1830 and 1860, New York City grew at an astounding rate. . . .

Source: Virginia Schomp, New York Celebrates the States, Benchmark

Prior to construction of the canal, New York City was the nation’s fifth largest seaport,
behind Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia and New Orleans.  Within 15 years of its opening
[Erie Canal], New York [City] was the busiest port in America, moving tonnages greater
than Boston, Baltimore and New Orleans combined. . . .

Source: New York State Canal Corporation

Document 1A

Document 1B

1a Based on the documents, state one way the Erie Canal affected the economic growth of
New York State.

Score of 1:
• States one way the Erie Canal affected the economic growth of New York State

Examples: connected the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes; increased industry all along the
Hudson River; New York City became the busiest port in America

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: New York became less busy.
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: Transportation is an important industry.
• No response

1b Based on the documents, state one way the Erie Canal affected the economic growth of
New York City.

Score of 1:
• States one way the Erie Canal affected the economic growth of New York City

Examples: New York City became a very busy port; New York became a more valuable
port; the city had a booming economy

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: Economic growth declined.
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: New York City is a very large city.
• No response
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Document 2

Dirt Road Canal

Method

Amount of
Time

Cost

BoatWagon

8 Days21 Days

$10/ton$100/ton

Shipping Freight During
the Erie Canal Era

(New York City to Buffalo)

Source: James Silver, American History Activities,
The Center for Applied Research in Education (adapted)

2a According to this chart, how many days did it take to ship freight from New York City to
Buffalo using the Erie Canal?

Score of 1:
• States that it took 8 days

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: States that it took 21 days
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: It costs less to ship freight using the canal.
• No response

2b Using information from the chart, state two economic advantages of using the Erie Canal
instead of dirt roads to transport freight during the canal era.

Score of 2 or 1:
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each advantage of using the Erie Canal

Examples: Costs went down from $100/ton to $10/ton; time went down from 21 days to 8
days

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Costs went up; amount of time went up
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: More cargo got moved.
• No response



3 Based on the map, state one way the Erie Canal was important to the economic growth of the United
States.

Score of 1:
• States one way the Erie Canal was important to the economic growth of the United States

Examples: It connected the Atlantic Ocean with the Great Lakes.
Large cities developed along the canal route.
It increased the travel of people.
It made it easier for people to travel west.
More goods could get to market quicker.
It connected New York City with cities on the Great Lakes.

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: It limited the ability to move goods.
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: It was pleasant to travel on the waters.
• No response

Document 3
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Document 4
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4 According to this map, how did the completion of the first transcontinental railroad
benefit economic growth in the United States?

Score of 1:
• States how the completion of the first transcontinental railroad benefited economic growth

Examples: It created a rail line from Omaha to Sacramento.
Cargo could now be shipped across the country.
It was easier for settlers to move west.
It provided work for immigrants.
Products could now be shipped east.

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: It did not affect economic growth.
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: The United States is a very large country.
No response



Document 5
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Population of Western Cities

Source: Population Abstract of the United States 
(from Creating America, McDougal Littell)

City 1860 1890

Denver 2,603 106,713

Omaha 1,883 140,452

Portland 2,874 46,385

San Francisco 56,802 298,997

5 What does this chart show about the effect of the transcontinental railroad on the population of
western cities?

Score of 1:
• States the effect the transcontinental railroad had on the population of western cities as shown on the chart

Examples: The population of western cities greatly increased; more people moved to these cities; these
cities grew

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: The railroad did not affect population.
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: The population of western cities was mostly immigrants.
• No response



Document 6

6 Based on this passage, state two ways the railroads influenced economic growth in the United States.

Score of 2 or 1:
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each way the railroads influenced economic growth

Examples: Railroads carried raw materials eastward; railroads carried manufactured goods westward;
the meat packing industry increased; flour was milled in factories

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: The railroads did not influence economic growth.
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: The railroads were controlled by robber barons.
• No response

[8]

From the West, the railroads carried eastward such raw materials as lumber, minerals,
livestock, and grain.  In midwestern cities like St. Louis, Chicago, Minneapolis, and
Cleveland, the raw materials were processed.  Grain was milled into flour.  Hogs became
bacon and hams.  Cattle became beef.  Iron ore was converted into steel.  Lumber was cut
into wood for housing.  The processed goods were shipped by rail to eastern cities.  From
eastern cities, in turn, came manufactured goods, which were sold to westerners. . . .

Source: Lorna Mason et al., America’s Past and Promise, McDougal Littell
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Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Social Studies
Part IIIB—Content-Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—June 2003

Historical Context: During the 19th century, construction of the Erie Canal and the transcontinental
railroad led to economic growth in the United States.

Task: Discuss how the Erie Canal and the transcontinental railroad led to economic growth in the United
States

Key Ideas from Documents

How the Erie Canal Led to Economic
Growth

How the Transcontinental Railroad Led to Economic
Growth

Connected cities on the Atlantic Ocean to
cities on the Great Lakes (doc 1 and 3)

Connected Omaha to Sacramento; connected major
cities across the country (doc 4)

Led to growth of New York City as a seaport;
caused boom in industry along Hudson River
(doc 1)

Led to increased population in western cities (doc 5)

Reduced travel and shipping times; lowered
the cost of shipping (doc 2)

Resulted in large amounts of cargo moving in both
directions; raw materials were shipped eastward,

Provided new way to move freight in New
York (doc 1, 2, and 3)

processed, and shipped to eastern cities; manufactured
goods from eastern cities were sold to westerners (doc 6)

Relevant Outside Information
(This list is not all-inclusive.)

Increase in population along both the canal route
and the railroad

Establishment of major cities on the canal (Albany,
Utica, Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo)

Increased settlement of the west (Homestead Act
of 1862)

Increased pace of statehood for remaining territories in
the western United States

Advances in technology; inventions Provided work for immigrants
More conflicts with Native American Indians as
the white population increased

Increased immigration to newly developed lands in the
West; movement of immigrants to Midwest and West

Scoring Note: For this document-based question, relevant outside information may include
an expansion of key ideas in the documents as well as the introduction of new information.

Score of 5:
• Thoroughly addresses both aspects of the task by discussing how the Erie Canal and the

transcontinental railroad led to the economic growth of the United States
• Incorporates accurate information from at least four documents (see Key Ideas Chart)
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to how the Erie Canal and the transcontinental

railroad led to the economic growth of the United States (See Outside Information Chart)
• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical

than descriptive
• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme



Score of 4:
• Addresses both aspects of the task, although the treatment of the different aspects of the task may be

uneven, e.g., the discussion of the Erie Canal might be more complete than the discussion of the
transcontinental railroad

• Incorporates accurate information from at least four documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to how the Erie Canal and the transcontinental railroad led

to the economic growth of the United States
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details; may be more descriptive than analytical
• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical

context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 3:
• Addresses both aspects of the task in a limited way or addresses one aspect of the task fully
• Incorporates some information from the documents
• Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details; may be more descriptive than analytical
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the historical context and concludes by simply repeating the theme

Score of 2:
• Addresses at least one aspect of the task, e.g., includes a weak discussion of how the Erie Canal led to the

economic growth of the United States and almost no discussion of the transcontinental railroad
• Makes limited use of the documents or may only restate the contents of the documents
• Presents little or no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
• May demonstrate a major weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being discussed
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Score of 1:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the task
• Makes vague, unclear references to the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few or no relevant facts, examples, and details
• May demonstrate a major weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being discussed
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Score of 0:  Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper

[10]
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Level 5-A

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the Erie Canal and

the transcontinental railroad on the economic growth of the United States
• Incorporates accurate information from all the documents
• Incorporates some relevant outside information related to the economic effects of the Canal

on farmers and industries and the effects of the railroad on western towns as well as the
government’s response to the economic expansion caused by the railroad (new laws and
taxes)

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (Erie Canal
connected the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes; made New York Harbor very popular for
trade vessels; canal and railroad made shipping goods cheaper and quicker than before; cities
grew; increase in business along the railroad; Erie Canal made New York’s waterways more
valuable; railroad shipped cattle, pigs, and steel)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by discussing the economic impact of the Erie Canal and the

transcontinental railroad on the United States and concludes with a summary of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5 by discussing the impact of the
Erie Canal and the transcontinental railroad on the economic growth of the United States in the
19th century. The conclusion relates the improvements made by the Erie Canal and the railroad
to future modes of transportation. Although this response is somewhat repetitive, it is more
analytical than descriptive.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B



Anchor Level 5-B

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the Erie Canal and

the transcontinental railroad on the economic growth of the United States
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the economic value of the canal and

trains (impact of new modes of transportation on immigrants; role of Manifest Destiny in the
expansion of the United States)

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (increase in
commercial traffic between the Great Lakes and the Atlantic Ocean; New York City’s port
was the busiest port in America; industries and populations of cities grew as a result of the
railroad)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a clear and logical plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by referring to the canal and the railroad’s place in the history of the

American nation and concludes with a summary that puts the two advances into historical
context

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5. The response uses relevant
examples from the documents as well as interesting outside information to explain how the Erie
Canal and the transcontinental railroad affected the United States economy in the 19th century.

[18]
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the Erie Canal and the

transcontinental railroad on the economic growth of the United States
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Canal linked central part of United States to the

Atlantic Ocean; bread basket; Western States accessible to immigrants)
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (Canal brought prosperity to New York State;

could ship more goods such as wheat to the eastern United States and other countries;
increase in industry and trade; linkage of the country; increased settlement of the West)

• Is a well-developed essay with a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by restating the historical context and concludes with a summation of

the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for level 4. While the discussion is more
descriptive than analytical, it thoroughly incorporates information from the documents and uses
appropriate outside information.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of both the Erie Canal and the

transcontinental railroad on the economic growth of the United States
• Incorporates accurate information from all the documents
• Incorporates outside information, including both descriptive and analytical elements

(comparison of growth of New York City with that of other cities; railroads increased
nationalism because states had to depend on each other)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (money and time savings; connected
waterways; growth of population; coast-to-coast shipping)

• Is a well-developed essay with a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the historical context and concludes with a summary that

refers to the success of the country today

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for a Level 4, although more emphasis is
placed on the Erie Canal. The organizational plan is sound, but the introduction and conclusion
could be better developed. The minor inaccurate reference to “Middle Eastern states” instead of
Mid-western cities does not warrant a change in score.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C

Anchor Level 4-C

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task with a thorough discussion of the impact of the Erie Canal

and the transcontinental railroad on the economic growth of the United States
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 2, 5, and 6
• Incorporates limited outside information (more settlers were traveling and buying land in the

west)
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (New York City became one of the busiest

seaports; by having this railroad, the western cities could ship the materials to eastern cities,
have them manufactured and sold) but is more descriptive than analytical

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization.
• Introduces the theme by restating the historical context and concludes with a summation of

the theme

Conclusion: Overall, this response meets the criteria for Level 4. The response uses information
from the documents in a comprehensive and meaningful way.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A
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 Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task in a limited way
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, 5, and 6
• Incorporates a little outside information (railroad meant things could be shipped faster and

cheaper)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (busy seaport in New York City; growth of cities;

increased population in the West; more cargo shipped)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme going somewhat beyond the historical context and concludes by

repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. Both aspects of the task are
addressed but in a limited way. The response accurately interprets the documents.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3-B (90006)

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task in a limited way
• Incorporates information from documents 1, 2, 5, and 6
• Incorporates no outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (increases in ports; movement of cargo from east

to west; less time and lower costs)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the historical context and then expanding on it in the

conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. The discussion is much more
descriptive than analytical; the information provided is essentially a summary of the selected
documents.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 –C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C

Anchor Level 3-C (91596)

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task in a limited way with more discussion of the Erie Canal

than the transcontinental railroad
• Incorporates information from documents 1, 2, and 5
• Incorporates no outside information
• Includes some facts, examples and details (busier port in New York City; less time: lower

costs; population increases in the West)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the historical context and then restating it in the conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. Both aspects of the task are
addressed, but the treatment is uneven. The discussion is more descriptive than analytical.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
• Addresses the task in a limited way, focusing on the Erie Canal
• Makes limited use of documents 1, 2, 3, and 4
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (Erie Canal sparked an economic boost in New

York; the canal “collides” with the Mohawk River)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the historical context but lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, this response best fits the criteria for Level 2. The facts from the first three
documents are presented in list form and not well-integrated.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
• Mentions both aspects of the task, but only addresses issues related to the Erie Canal
• Makes limited reference to documents 1 and 2
• Presents some relevant outside information (job opportunities for people; people came from

other countries)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (canal was faster and cheaper than dirt roads) and

contains some inaccuracies (people took the canal and moved to the United States)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Includes a brief introduction and conclusion that restate the historical context

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Only one aspect of the task is
addressed, and only two documents are mentioned briefly.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
• Addresses the task with a weak discussion of the impact of the Erie Canal and almost no

discussion of the transcontinental railroad
• Briefly restates the contents of documents1, 2, 3, and 6
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes only a few facts, examples, and details and contains an inaccurate assessment of

document 2, comparing costs between the canal and the railroad
• Demonstrates a major weakness in organization and is presented in the form of a proof
• Introduces and concludes the theme by briefly repeating the historical context

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. It addresses the task in a limited
way, citing examples without explaining their impact on economic growth.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – A



Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the task, addressing only one aspect of the task
• Makes vague references to documents 1, 2, and 3
• Presents no outside information
• Includes few relevant facts or details (they would make more money because the Erie would

be crowded and have a lot of people using the system)
• Demonstrates a major weakness in organization
• Introduces and concludes the theme by restating the historical context

Conclusion: Overall, this response fits the criteria for Level 1. Very little information of
substance is provided. The role of the transcontinental railroad is simply mentioned and then
ignored while the information on the canal does little to address the task.

[44]
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – B



Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the task
• Makes vague references to some of the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes vague facts, examples, and details (connecting New York City with the Great

Lakes; shipping goods to all cities) and includes several inaccuracies (the western area made
their own raw materials; the Erie Canal was because it ran from one end of the United States
to the other)

• Includes a brief introduction and conclusion that do not refer to the theme of economic
growth

Conclusion: Overall, this response best fits the criteria for Level 1. Although it mentions the Erie
Canal and the transcontinental railroad, it fails to connect them to economic growth in the 19th
century.

[46]



Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E

[58]



Practice Paper A—Score Level 2

Practice Paper B—Score Level 1

Practice Paper C—Score Level 4

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing how the Erie Canal and the transcontinental

railroad led to the economic growth of the United States
• Incorporates accurate information from all the documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Clinton’s Ditch, immigrants worked on the canal;

railroads were loud and scared cattle; early railroads were uncomfortable to ride on)
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (connecting New York City with the Great

Lakes; expansion of cities; lower costs and less time; coast-to-coast movement of freight
• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is somewhat beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. This response is especially strong
in the integration of material from the documents. However, the outside information is stated, but
is not analyzed.

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the task
• Makes vague references to documents 1, 2, and 6
• Presents no relevant outside information; includes extraneous information about the Great

Depression
• Includes vague facts, examples, and details and contains several inaccuracies (people used

the canal more than the railroads)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Does not refer to the theme of economic growth in the introduction or the conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, this response fits the criteria for Level 1. It exhibits extremely limited
understanding of the theme of the impact of the canals and railroads on economic growth.

The response:
• Addresses the task in a limited way
• Makes limited use of documents 1, 2, 3, and 6
• Presents no outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (lower costs; less time; increased economic growth

of western cities) and contains inaccuracies (Erie Canal became the largest seaport in
America)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the historical context and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. The treatment of the task is
uneven with very little discussion of the transcontinental railroad.

[59]
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 5

Practice Paper E—Score Level 3

The response:
• Addresses both aspects of the task in a limited way
• Incorporates information from all the documents
• Incorporates no relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (less time; lower costs; increase in western

population; increased shipping of cargo) and contains some inaccuracies (canal or lake
formed a border between Canada and New York; refers to Denver and Omaha as countries)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay with a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a restatement of the

historical context and concludes by repeating theme

Conclusion: Overall, this response best fits the criteria for Level 3. The discussion is more
descriptive than analytical.

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the Erie Canal and

the transcontinental railroad on the economic growth of the United States.
• Incorporates accurate information from all the documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information (drawbacks of early modes of transportation;

difficulties of shipping goods before the development of railroads; impact of the canal and
railroad on people and development; spread of diseases as people traveled)

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (Erie Canal
connected the Atlantic and the Great Lakes; lower cost; shipment of raw materials on the
railroad; growing populations in western cities)

• Is a well-developed essay
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a restatement of the

historical context and concludes with a strong summation

Conclusion: This response best fits the criteria for Level 5 by clearly demonstrating the
economic impact of the Erie Canal and the transcontinental railroad on the economic
development of the United States and its population in the 19th century. The discussion weaves
the two transportation innovations together and includes an analytical discussion of how each
new mode of transportation affected the United States as a whole. One minor error “No more
cattle hands were needed to take on such a rough job” should not distract from the overall quality
of this otherwise solid essay.







[63]

Grade 8 Intermediate-Level Social Studies

Descriptions of Performance Levels

Performance Level Range of Final Scores Descriptions

4

Meeting the
Standards with

Distinction

85–100

Shows evidence of superior understanding of the content and
concepts and of the skills required for intermediate-level
achievement in each of the learning standards and key ideas
assessed in social studies.
Shows evidence of superior ability to apply the social studies
content, concepts, and skills required for entering secondary
academic environments.

3

Meeting the
Standards

65–84

Shows knowledge and understanding of the content and
concepts and of the skills required for intermediate-level
achievement of the five learning standards that are assessed
in social studies.
Shows the ability to apply the social studies content,
concepts, and skills required for entering secondary
academic environments.

2

Not Fully Meeting
the Standards

44–64

Shows only minimal knowledge and understanding of the
content and concepts and of the skills required for
intermediate-level achievement of the five learning standards
that are assessed in social studies.
Shows only minimal knowledge of the social studies content,
concepts, and skills required for entering secondary
academic environments.

1

Not Meeting the
Standards

0–43

Is unable to show proficiency in understanding the content
and concepts and proficiency in the skills required for
intermediate-level achievement in any or most of the
learning standards and key ideas assessed in social studies.
Is unable to show evidence of an ability to apply the social
studies content, concepts, and skills required for entering
secondary academic environments.

Specifications Chart

DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION STANDARDS/UNIT
Effects of the construction of the Erie Canal and
the transcontinental railroad on the economic
growth of the United States in the 19th century

Standards 1, 3, and 4: United States and New
York History, Geography, and Economics

Unit 7: An Industrial Society
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