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(Common Core)
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SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and select the link “Scoring Information” for any recently posted
information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rating process for this 
examination begins and several times throughout the Regents Examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts (Common Core). More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process and 
procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core).

Scoring the Multiple-Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional 

scanning center or the Department’s contractor, Data Recognition Corporation, if the school has been 
selected for the Department’s score collection project. The scoring key for this exam is provided below.
If the student’s responses for the multiple-choice questions are being hand scored prior to
being scanned, the scorer must be careful not to make any marks on the answer sheet except
to record the scores in the designated score boxes. Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will
interfere with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and 
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be 
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (Common Core)

Rating of Essay and Response Questions

(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the 
procedures outlined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: Anchor papers are ordered from

high to low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of five practice papers individually. Raters should score the five papers independently

without looking at the scores provided after the five papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual 

scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 only contain scores, not commentaries.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and 
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or re-
sponse or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own 
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of
papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the
student’s answer paper.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guide,
regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6–A        

 

The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Technology is changing, allowing companies and other 

interests … to track our location and mine information, all without our consent. There should be a limit to what these entities can 

gather on us). The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish 

the claim from the alternate or opposing claims (The use of these devices is credited with having positive environmental and safety 

impacts and Unlike other technologies, however, the very nature of RFIDs prevents the user from opting out entirely, since radio waves 

cannot discriminate). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully (In this instance a well known and well established piece of 

advertising collects information about us without our knowledge. It cannot discriminate between a willing participant and a person 

who desires his/her privacy), making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis 

(collecting this information does not require explicit permission from the subject and Not only are products within sight fair game for 

companies’ intrusion, but RFIDs can also be read from inside otherwise private places, like homes or purses). The essay demonstrates 

proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material (Text 2, lines 5-6). The essay 

exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay, by first identifying tracking technology 

as an invasion of our lives, then analyzing the supposed benefits and potential risks of different methods of tracking and collection of 

personal data, and concluding with the reiteration of the claim (No benefit or potential upside to data mining technology should be 

worth a complete invasion of privacy). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure 

(Not only can these companies collect personal information, they do so in a way that is essentially hidden from the consumer). The 

essay demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–A       

 

The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Tracking consumer spending will help small businesses 

grow, make the lives of their buyers easier, and improve the environment). The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of 

the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (The companies may seem 

like they are invading their privacy, but they are simply finding better and more efficient ways to help their consumers and profit their 

business). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis 

(EyeSee cameras … allows stores to see the type of people that shop at their stores; stores can change their approach to advertising 

their merchandise; RFID cuts out wasted time looking for change or money at toll booths or at the gas stations). The essay 

demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [“personally 

tailor the shopping experience to those coming in and out of their stores” (Text 2, lines 5–6)]. The essay exhibits logical organization 

of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay by identifying three reasons why companies should be permitted to 

have access to consumer’s spending in an introductory paragraph, and then supporting each reason with specific examples from the 

text in three separate body paragraphs, and concluding with a reiteration of the initial claim while refuting the counterclaim (Despite 

belief in the invasion of privacy, looking at buyers’ history proves to help the people of today’s world). The essay establishes and 

maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure (By tracking consumer spending, companies can more 

accurately meet the needs of supply and demand and cut down on the amount of food that was overproduced). The essay demonstrates 

control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (consumer’s, cameras … allows, ultimately profit) only when using sophisticated 

language. 
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Anchor Level 5–B        

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (In most scenarios, consumers should not be tracked for 

the sole benefit of companies without permission. However, if the consumer does authorize its use by way of contract, companies 

should have every right to track them). The essay demonstrates a thorough analysis of the texts (With new technology such as the 

EyeSee camera and the widespread use of RFIDs and barcodes and Consumers should understand how their technology works before 

they complain how invasive it is, or even sign their name to a legal document to use it), as necessary to support the claim and to 

distinguish the claim from opposing claims. The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and 

relevant evidence to support analysis (This, combined with RFID readers at entrances that have the ability to read State-issued ID 

cards, credit cards, and most product labels, allow companies to build databases about who buys their products the most and attempt 

to appeal to them). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 

paraphrased material (Excerpt 2, lines 3–6). The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and 

coherent essay, starting with an introductory paragraph stating a specific claim, followed by two supporting paragraphs which address 

both the claim and counter claim, using specific examples from the text (In other places, like the Internet, tracking technology like 

cookies combined with social networking allows many kinds of businesses and groups to build consumer and participant databases 

without authorization), and concluding with a strong reiteration of the introductory claim (If the information regarding tracking is not 

shown to the public, tracking has no right to be instituted at all). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and 

precise language and sound structure (In the much more prevalent case where consumers do NOT authorise corporate tracking, the 

technology should Not be used, and the government needs to put a mandate on this). The essay demonstrates control of the 

conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (consumer … them and flac) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–C        

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (companies should be allowed to track information 

about consumers … as it is beneficial to all involved). The essay demonstrates a thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to 

support the claim (Throughout the years, new innovations in technology have enabled companies to develop a system to monitor 

goods, consumers and other objects of concern) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (In some cases 

this is seen as an invasion of privacy. However … this new technology can be seen as a benefit to both the people and the 

companies effected). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to 

support analysis (Tracking devices such as RFID tags … may not be seen as a threat to privacy because the manufacturers have 

distinct rules to follow). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 

and paraphrased material (In text 1, line 18 it is shown how). The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to 

create a cohesive and coherent essay by first introducing the claim, then identifying the benefits of technology on consumers, 

followed by the benefits of technology on business, and concluding that new technology has increased the effiency of businesses 

and companies and … should not be considered intrusive. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and 

precise language and sound structure (Overall, monitoring devices are not an invasion of privacy and all of the benefits 

outweigh the drawbacks). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (effected for “affected,” recieve, 

convienient, effiency) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – A

 
Anchor Level 4–A       

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Companies should not be permitted to track consumers’ shopping and 

other activities without their consent). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support 

the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Although some people may argue that tracking systems help 

companies and individuals, doing so with people’s permission is not right). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use 

of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (People are unaware of the hidden camaras and audio devices and unaware that 

their cell phone companies can track what apps they have bought and where they have traveled). The essay demonstrates proper 

citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material (text 3, lines 15-16). The essay 

exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay with an opening paragraph that introduces the 

claim, one paragraph that supports the claim, one paragraph that addresses the counterclaim, and concludes with a reaffirmation of the 

original claim. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and structure (Most 

companies use tracking devices for personal and financial benefits). The essay demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting 

occasional errors (camaras, efficient but, buyers’ activity … their) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 4–B       

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (I believe the tracking of a customer’s habits and observations is an 

invasion of privacy). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to 

distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (I do not agree with modern companies today who believe tracking consumers 

is right. Modern day companies are always looking for a way to profit off the customer). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making 

adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (According to Lines 9-10 in text 1 Details about your habits, age, 

and gender are all complied and sold to third party companies). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [In Text 1 … (Lines 1-2) and (Lines 22-23) Text 1]. The essay exhibits 

acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay with an introductory paragraph that states the claim, three 

body paragraphs, each of which focuses on a separate text to support the claim, and concluding with a reaffirmation of the claim. The 

essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and structure (Some customers have no idea they 

are being tracked and are shocked when they find out). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (world, 

However these; opinion I; manniquinns; photografted; customer … they; products but) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – B
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Anchor Level 4–C        

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Companies should be allowed to track consumers’ shoppor or other 

preferences). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish 

the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Many people can see that companies monitoring them is abit invasive, but it is beneficial 

in many ways). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (The fact that 

just by using a cell phone or GPS companies can find out where the person has been and Text two tells about mannequins with 

cameras for eyes that allow storekeepers to keep track … of all their customers). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of 

sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material (Text one is all about, It is said that “The, Texts’ 

3 and 4 tell about). The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay starting with an 

introductory paragraph that states the claim of companies being allowed to track consumers’, next stating the opposing argument, then 

providing three additional body paragraphs each supporting the claim, and concluding by restating the claim. The essay establishes and 

maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and structure (It can benefit the company as well as the consumer and 

the environment and It helps to gets ads that are relevant to that particular person). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting 

occasional errors (shoppor, Although some people may feel this way many others, carriers’, It is said that “The) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 


