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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4–A 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy that clearly establish the criteria for analysis [The young 

girl’s response to and coping with her blindness in a positive way is the central idea of the text, and this idea is supported by the 

author’s diction (choice of words)]. The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of diction to develop the 

central idea (The author uses the words “imaginary” and “unreel” to show how the girl handles traveling through her surroundings in 

a precise and recognizable approach and The words “shimmering” and “kaleidoscope” are used to show that even though she is 

blind, light has a positive meaning to her). The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and 

relevant evidence to support analysis (Further into the story, the author states that the “huge cypress trees she and her father pass on 

their morning walk are shimmering kaleidoscopes, each needle a polygon of light” and Then the father is described as radiating “a 

thousand colors, opal, strawberry red, deep russet, wild green; a smell like oil and metal.”). The response exhibits logical organization 

of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response by first introducing a central idea and a writing strategy, then 

discussing how the diction employed throughout the story shows readers how imaginative and detail-oriented Marie-Laure is, and 

concluding with a reiteration of the claim (Although Marie-Laure is blind and has lost a parent, the words connected to her situation 

are positive and thus reflect her positive attitude). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and 

sound structure (In the passage, the words the author uses to describe how Marie-Laure portrays people and things that she can not 

see are appropriate, sometimes precise, and often beautiful). The response demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no 

errors. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – B
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Anchor Level 4–B 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy that clearly establish the criteria for analysis (Vision is not 

something that she’s ever experienced, and it could be, to her, a devastating loss. However, using this bad hand she’s been dealt, she 

turns it into something amazing and beautiful. The Central Idea of this text is that we can turn a negative thing into something quite 

amazing, and the author employs characterization to further develop the central Idea). The response demonstrates a thoughtful 

analysis of the author’s use of characterization to develop the central idea (Instead of wallowing in self-pity, she makes the most of 

what she has, and takes advantage of the good things that have come out of her situation and It almost seems like this blindness is more 

of a gift than a curse for her. She gets to experience the world in a way that no other person can, and her strong, vibrant, and creative 

character allowed that). The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to 

support analysis (Despite her situation, she accepts no pity, “There is no darkness [only] webs, and lattices, and upheavals of sound 

and texture” and She lives in a world of color! “In her imagination, in her dreams, everything has color … bees are silver … The huge 

cypress trees … are shimmering kaleidoscopes … what she cannot physically see, she makes up with her vivid and active Imagination). 

The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response, with an opening that 

introduces the central idea and writing strategy, a body paragraph that discusses Marie-Laure’s determination, resiliency, 

independence, and creativity, and a summative conclusion (Marie-Laure, instead of being broken by her “plight,” made it an 

opportunity for her to evolve, and to grow). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and structure 

(Perpetual Darkness? Can we even begin to fathom what that feels like? Well, for Marie-Laure, it’s all she’s known all her life), which 

is at times inexact (makes a positive out of). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (In life, -

For every single person living on earth-, there; Central Idea; She cannot … ever seen; is astounding, “sixteen; she is, and to not) that 

do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – A

Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (The author intends to express to the audience that there are no limitations to what a human 

can do) and a writing strategy (The author uses imagery to convey the point of the story) that establish the criteria for analysis. The 

response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea (It is soon explained that the 

things Marie doesn’t visually see are compensated for in the sense where “Everything is composed of webs and lattices and upheavals of 

sound and texture.”). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (Marie has 

color in her imagination where “museum buildings are beige, chestnut, hazel” and “its scientists are lilac and lemon yellow and fox 

brown.”). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, with an opening 

paragraph that offers background to the passage and leads to the stating of the central idea, followed by two paragraphs that introduce 

the writing strategy, give examples from the text, and then explains how the examples relate to the central idea (The author chose to use 

examples to create a visual in the reader’s mind and The reader gets a clear sense of the girl’s experiences through the use of imagery). 

The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (these people add a sort of creativity 

that cannot be mimicked and is entirely unique and individual to themselves). The response demonstrates control of conventions with 

infrequent errors (anyone, and and lose). 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – B

 

Anchor Level 3–B 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (The central idea of the text is understanding what life looks like through the eyes of a 

young blind girl) and a writing strategy (The auther’s use of point of view help develop this central idea) that establish the criteria for 

analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of point of view to develop the central idea (He writes 

in the third person but allows the reader to see life from Marie-Laure’s point of view and By writing this into the text the auther shows 

how Marie-Laure allows the book to come alive in her mind). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant 

evidence to support analysis (So Marie-Laure pictures how she thinks everything would look using her imagination and Another way 

the auther uses point of view to help develop this central idea is when Marie-Laure’s father gives her a book in Braile for her nineth 

birthday). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, first establishing the 

central idea in the opening paragraph, then identifying and discussing point of view in the second paragraph, and concluding with a 

summative statement (So, by understanding Marie-Laure’s way of interpreting the world around her, the reader is able to begin to 

understand what life looks like through the eyes of a young blind girl such as Marie-Laure). The response establishes and maintains a 

formal style, using appropriate language and structure (In the beginning of the text, it describes how the main character Marie-Laure 

has to count the number of paces as she walks in order to realize where she’s going). The response demonstrates partial control of 

conventions with occasional errors (people thinks, darkness but thats, auther’s use … help, nineth, text the auther) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – C

 

Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (The central idea … is to accept your disadvantages and always find the perks in negative 

situations) and a writing strategy (The use of sensory details helps us identify how she embraces her limitations) that establish the 

criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of sensory details to develop the central idea 

(we were able to picture everythings she’s describing just through the use of sound and touch and can see how she can get around 

without seeing). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (According to 

the passage, “Everything is composed of … sound and texture. She walks a circle … between squeaking floor boards; she hears feet 

tramp up and down” and As stated in the passage “the French feels old-fashioned, the dots printed much closer together). The 

response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, with one paragraph that introduces a central idea, and a second 

paragraph that discusses the writing strategy. The concluding paragraph, however, introduces inappropriate details (loving daughter 

and good student) and ends with a personal response (She is someone I admire), failing to create a coherent response. The response 

lacks a formal style, shifting from third person to second person (to accept your disadvantages) and using imprecise language (always 

find the perks in negative situations and how she’s used to feeling it). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with 

occasional errors (limitations … she uses it, Although … whatsoever we, recieves, brail, menover) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – A
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The response introduces a central idea (The central idea of the text provided is that even though this girl is blind she can still see colors 

in different ways) and a writing strategy (The central idea is supported by the authers use of the literary element of conflict). The 

response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of conflict to develop the central idea (even though people think all the 

girl would see is darkness she acctually dreams in color and gives various things certain colors to show her thoughts about them). The 

response presents ideas inconsistently, inadequately, and inaccurately in an attempt to support analysis (“she has no memories of her 

mother but imagines her as white, a soundless brilliance.” Showing that she knows her mother is dead), making use of some evidence 

that may be irrelevant (show the conflicts in the thoughts of the people about those who are blind). The response exhibits inconsistent 

organization of ideas and information, with an opening paragraph that presents both a direct and a separate implied central idea, 

followed by two paragraphs that provide examples of conflict but do not explain their relationship to the central idea and concludes 

with a brief summary that moves away from the initial central ideas and contains some inaccuracies (this girl … wanting to go on an 

adventure), failing to create a coherent response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and sometimes 

imprecise (in the way that even if the girl in the story, Another conflict the auther writes is, gives various things). The response 

demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (blind she; acctually; them. Such; brilliance.” Showing) that do not 

hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The response introduces a central idea (No matter what life may throw at you, you can always overcome it) and a writing strategy 

(Symbolism was used through out this story). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of symbolism to 

develop the central idea, identifying two symbols (Some of them where color, and a book) but not connecting them directly to the 

central idea. The response presents ideas inadequately in an attempt to support analysis, briefly making use of some evidence about 

Marie-Laure (a little girl cannot see, certian books she can read, has the sence of touch, has imagination, set a specific color to 

everyone), supplying two inexact quotes to support how colors represented the emotions of everyone and making only general 

statements about a book (The book had bumps only blind people can read). Much of the text is devoted to irrelevant encouragement of 

the reader to overcome challenges. The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a 

coherent response, first introducing a central idea, inserting it between information about the little girl, then in a second paragraph 

beginning with reference to Marie-Laure’s imagination but ending with a string of platitudes directed to the reader. The final paragraph 

addresses symbolism, identifying color, and a book as symbols. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (But not 

everything in life has to be a huge wall in your way and where for “were”) and making frequent shifts from third to second person to 

address the reader. The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (doesnt; certian; sence; life. Whether; 

challenges some; perminate; But not; through out; color, and a book; tries and cooks; buisness; reprisented) that hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The response introduces a writing strategy (The author’s use of irony is portrayed in the text) but only implies a central idea (The use 

of irony in this text portrays the central idea by describing 4 out of the 5 senses but not talking about sight). The response demonstrates 

a superficial analysis of the author’s use of irony to develop the central idea (This is ironic because if she is blind then she couldnt 

possibly know all the different color’s). The response presents little evidence from the text, making general statements about the girl’s 

reaction to color and supplying only one supporting reference to the text (According to her “in her dreams, everything has color”). The 

response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response, producing two distinct and 

separate approaches. The first paragraph consists of general observations and statements about blindness but makes no other 

connection to the text. The second paragraph is devoted to the author’s use of irony but only references the girl and her experience 

with color. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (to do many of thing’s and The author’s use of 

irony is when the girl begin’s to talk about color, she say’s that people don expect her to see color’s). The response demonstrates 

emerging control of conventions with some errors (certian, difficult to those, problem’s, begin’s, people don, blind then, couldnt) that 

hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The response introduces a confused central idea (The central idea of the Text written by This author is characterazation). The response 

demonstrates a minimal analysis of the author’s use of characterazation to develop the central idea (The author uses characterazation 

to develop This central idea by describing everything They see, smell, touch, taste, and hear). The response presents little evidence 

from the text by stating what biology smells like, how The character feels about biology and The Things see in The room but offering 

no specifics. The references to sight (They see and Things see) somewhat contradict Marie-Laure’s blindness. The response exhibits 

little organization of ideas and information, first having identified characterization as the central idea, then stating that 

characterazation is used to develop This central idea, and concluding with unelaborated upon statements about biology. The response 

lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (Then on lines 5–6 she describes The Things see in The room). The response 

demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (characterazation, On lines 4–5, The character describe, Things see) 

that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The response introduces a confused central idea (The Central idea of this text is if you give something the person that you gived they 

need to give you back exact that you give to them) and writing strategy (Point of view is when you have your own opinion and how you 

See the argument). The response demonstrates a minimal analysis of the author’s use of point of view to develop the central idea (this 

mean that she doesn’t remember her mother only her color). The response presents little evidence from the text, supplying only one 

quote (The evidence that I have that the writing strategy is when he said “she has no memories of her mother but imagines her as 

white, a soundless brilliance”), and inaccurately identifying the opinion of her Father. The response exhibits little organization of 

ideas and information, first introducing a confused central idea and writing strategy, then offering a definition of the writing strategy, 

and finally attempting to support the writing strategy with an example from the text. The central idea is not supported. The response 

uses language that is predominantly incoherent (they need to give you back exact that you give to them) or inappropriate (The author’s 

use one writing strategy and is point of view). The response demonstrates a lack of control of conventions with frequent errors that 

make comprehension difficult (something the person, gived they, back exact, author’s use one, and is, this mean). 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 2 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 3 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 4 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 0 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 0. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 1 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1. 
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Map to the Learning Standards 

Regents Examination in English Language Arts 

August 2017 

 
Question Type Credit Weight Standard 

1 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

2 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

3 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 

4 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12)  

5 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

6 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

7 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

8 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

9 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

10 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

11 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

12 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

13 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

14 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 

15 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 

16 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

17 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 

18 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

19 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

20 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 

21 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

22 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

23 MC 1 1 RI.6 (11-12) 

24 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

Part 2 

Argument 

Essay 

Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10 (11–12) 

W.1, 4&9 (11–12) 

L.1–6 (11–12) 

Part 3 

Expository 

Response 

Response 4 2 

RI.1–6&10 (11–12) 

W.2, 4&9 (11–12) 

L.1–6 (11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2017 Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts will be posted on the Department’s web site at
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day of the examination. Conversion charts
provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination in English Language
Arts must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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