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Paired Passages: Myth and fact about why evergreen trees do not lose their leaves
Passage 1: Myth
Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves

by Florence Holbrook

Winter was coming, and the birds had flown far to the south, where the air was
warm and they could find berries to eat. One little bird had broken its wing and could not
fly with the others. It was alone in the cold world of frost and snow. The forest looked
warm, and it made its way to the trees as well as it could, to ask for help.

First it came to a birch-tree. “Beautiful birch-tree,” it said, “my wing is broken, and
my friends have flown away. May | live among your branches till they come back to me?”

“No, indeed,” answered the birch-tree, drawing her fair green leaves away. “We of
the great forest have our own birds to help. | can do nothing for you.”

“The birch is not very strong,” said the little bird to itself, “and it might be that she
could not hold me easily. | will ask the oak.” So the bird said, “Great oak-tree, you are so
strong, will you not let me live on your boughs till my friends come back in the springtime?”

“In the springtime!” cried the oak. “That is a long way off. How do | know what you
might do in all that time? Birds are always looking for something to eat, and you might even
eat up some of my acorns.”

“It may be that the willow will be kind to me,” thought the bird, and it said, “Gentle
willow, my wing is broken, and | could not fly to the south with the other birds. May I live
on your branches till the springtime?”

The willow did not look gentle then, for she drew herself up proudly and said,
“Indeed, | do not know you, and we willows never talk to people whom we do not know.
Very likely there are trees somewhere that will take in strange birds. Leave me at once.”

The poor little bird did not know what to do. Its wing was not yet strong, but it
began to fly away as well as it could. Before it had gone far, a voice was heard. “Little bird,”
it said, “where are you going?”

“Indeed, | do not know,” answered the bird sadly. “l am very cold.”
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“Come right here, then,” said the friendly spruce-tree, for it was her voice that had
called. “You shall live on my warmest branch all winter if you choose.”

“Will you really let me?” asked the little bird eagerly.

“Indeed, 1 will,” answered the kind-hearted spruce-tree. “If your friends have flown
away, it is time for the trees to help you. Here is the branch where my leaves are thickest
and softest.”

“My branches are not very thick,” said the friendly pine-tree, “but | am big and
strong, and | can keep the north wind from you and the spruce.”

“I can help too,” said a little juniper-tree. “I can give you berries all winter long, and
every bird knows that juniper berries are good.”

So the spruce gave the lonely little bird a home, the pine kept the cold north wind
away from it, and the juniper gave it berries to eat.

The other trees looked on and talked together scornfully.
“I would not have strange birds on my boughs,” said the birch.
“I shall not give my acorns away for any one,” said the oak.

“I never have anything to do with strangers,” said the willow, and the three trees
drew their leaves closely about them.

In the morning all those shining green leaves lay on the ground, for the cold north
wind had come in the night, and every leaf that it touched fell from the tree.

“May | touch every leaf in the forest?” asked the wind in its frolic.

“No,” said the forest king. “The trees that have been kind to the little bird with the
broken wing may keep their leaves.”

This is why the leaves of the spruce, the pine, and the juniper are always green.

www.gutenberg.org



Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper

GO1

RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 1
Score Point 2

This response makes a valid inference from the text to
identify the theme of the myth (The theme of that myth is
if your kind hearted and nice you will be rewarded. If your
not nice you will get a punishment or not reward). The
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt (The
wind asked if it could touch every leaf in the world and In
the text it says the kind spruce tree so that tells you that
the tree is kind hearted). This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.




Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
. two details from the myth to support your answer.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

Guide Paper 2

G02 N/A 2 Score Point 2

This response makes a valid inference from the text to
identify the theme of the myth (The theme of the myth is
that if you keep trying, something good will help you). The
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt (when
the little bird broke it’s wing and ask three trees to help
them, they rejected the little bird. Also when the little bird
ask three other trees, they help the little bird). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.




Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

?

Guide Paper 3
Go3 N/A 1 Score Point 1

This response is a mostly literal recounting of events from
the text (The theme of the myth is about a tree and how it
helps the bird). While the response provides two details
from the text (The spruce tree let the bird stay on her
branches and other trees began to help the bird and those
trees got to keep their leaves), no valid inference and/or
claim is present. This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
Holistically, this response achieves a score point one by
giving only some relevant information and no valid claim
according to the requirements of the prompt.




Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

- What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
. two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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F Number Score Notes

Paper R
G04 N/A Guide Paper 4

/ 1 Score Point 1

This response makes a valid inference from the text to
identify the theme of the myth (The theme of the myth is
that if you help someone good things will come to you and
that you will feel good inside); however, the response does
not provide two details from the text for support as
required by the prompt.




Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper

GO5

RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 5
Score Point 0

This response does not address any of the requirements of
the prompt (The evergreen trees leafs are always green in
the spring, summer, fall and, winter thats why it’s name is
evergreen).




Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”
/

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
. two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

—
Guide Paper 6
Go6 N/A 0 Score Point 0

This response does not address any of the requirements of
the prompt.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

P1 N/A
P2 N/A
P3 N/A
P4 N/A

P5 N/A




&

Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete senten
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What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
two details from the myth to support your answer.

=

Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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What is a theme of the' myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
‘two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Short Answer Constructed Response for “Why the Evergreen Trees Never...”

What is a theme of the myth “Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves”? Use
two details from the myth to support your answer.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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The Poplar Tree
by Flora J. Cooke

Long ago the poplar used to hold out its branches like other trees. It tried to see how
far it could spread them.

Once at sunset an old man came through the forest where the poplar trees lived. The
trees were going to sleep, and it was growing dark.

The man held something under his cloak. it was a pot of gold—the very pot of gold
that lies at the foot of the rainbow. He had stolen it and was looking for some place to hide it.
A poplar tree stood by the path.

“This is the very place to hide my treasure,” the man said. “The branches spread out
straight, and the leaves are large and thick. How lucky that the trees are all asleep!”

He placed the pot of gold in the thick branches, and then ran quickly away.

The gold belonged to Iris, the beautiful maiden who had a rainbow bridge to the
earth. The next morning she missed her precious pot. It always lay at the foot of the rainbow,
but it was not there now.

Iris hurried away to tell her father, the great Zeus, of her loss. He said that he would
find the pot of gold for her.

He called a messenger, the swift-footed Mercury, and said, “Go quickly, and do not
return until you have found the treasure.”

Mercury went as fast as the wind down to the earth. He soon came to the forest and
awakened the trees.

“Iris has lost her precious pot of gold that lies at the foot of the rainbow. Have any of
you seen it?” he asked.

The trees were very sleepy, but all shook their heads.
“We have not seen it,” they said.

“Hold up your branches,” said Mercury. “l must see that the pot of gold is not hidden
among them.”

All of the trees held up their branches. The poplar that stood by the path was the first
to hold up his. He was an honest tree and knew he had nothing to hide.

Down fell the pot of gold. How surprised the poplar tree was! He dropped his
branches in shame. Then he held them high in the air.



16 “Forgive me,” he said. “I do not know how it came to be there; but, hereafter, | shall
always hold my branches up. Then every one can see that | have nothing hidden.”

17 Since then the branches have always grown straight up; and every one knows that the
poplar is an honest and upright tree.

www.gutenberg.org
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Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer

Write your answer in complete sentences.




Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
~ grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

In your response, be sure to include the following:

explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer
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Write your answer in complete sentences.
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GO1

RF Number

N/A

Score

-  ————  ————— —— |

4

Notes

Guide Paper 1
Score Point 4

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows logically from the task and purpose (But after what
happened...prove that they are honest). The response
demonstrates comprehension and analysis of the text (The
poplar tree never would have changed how it grows its
branches if the other characters had not done what they
did). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen
details throughout the essay (the branches were strait out
and the leaves were big and Iris was sad when her gold
was gone and she told her father, Zeus about it.). Related
information is consistently grouped together (Mercury
asked all the trees in the forest to hold up their branches
so he could see if they had the gold. When the gold fell
out of the poplar tree, the tree was surprised and decided
to always hold its branches up to prove it is honest.). Ideas
are skillfully connected using linking words (But after, A
long time ago, When, If). The response provides a
concluding statement that follows clearly from the topic (to
prove that it is honest).The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.




Ul AO-
Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
. grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

explainthe direction in which the poplar tree s branches grow
explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

~ explain how the actions of the OId Man Iris, Zeus, and Mercury Iead to h|s dec15|on
‘details from the story to support your answer »

rela{={

./,h

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper

RF Number

Guide Paper 2
Score Point 4

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows logically from the task and purpose (The Poplar
branches grow the way they do because one day on old
man came to the Poplar tree forest because he had stole
the pot of gold). The response demonstrates
comprehension and analysis of the text (The most honest
tree was the one that had the pot of gold). The topic is
developed with relevant, well-chosen details throughout
the essay (He hid it when it was dark. He went to the
Poplar tree and while they were sleeping he hid it in their
branches). Related information is consistently grouped
together (Iris told her father it was gone and he sent a
messegar to find it. The messengar was swift and he went
to the Poplar tree forest to find the pot of gold). Ideas are
skillfully connected using linking words (So, and he went,
That is why). The response provides a concluding
statement that follows clearly from the topic (That is why
they grow their branches up instead of down). The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors (Poplar, had stole,
went to the Poplar tree and while they were, messegar)
that do not hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

@7  Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
. grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

d explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

E{ explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

gf explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Guide Paper 3
Go3 N/A 3 Score Point 3

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows from the task and purpose (The poplar branches
grow the way they do because long ago). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension of the text
(The poplar tree always holds its branches straight up so
people can see nothing is hidden). The topic is developed
with relevant facts throughout the essay (The pot of gold
belonged to Iris and Mercury set out to find the lost
tresure. Mercury asked all the trees if they had the pot of
gold and the trees said no). Related information is
generally grouped together and connected using linking
words and phrases (and Mercury set out, and didn’t know,
Since the branches). The response provides a concluding
statement that follows clearly from the topic (everyone
knows that poplar trees are always honest).The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions,
with occasional errors (it’s and tresure) that do not hinder
comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

: Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to

his decision? Use details fromthe story to support your answer.
In your response, be sure to include the following:

explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer

BEEB

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Notes

Guide Paper 4
Score Point 3

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows from the task and purpose (The branches grow that
way because the poplar tree did’nt want to hied anything).
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
comprehension of the text (The o/d man, Iris, Zeus, and
Mercury also lead to his decision from how most of them
all worked together to find the pot of gold for Iris). The
topic is developed with relevant facts throughout the essay
(the old man put the gold in the tree and then mercury
told the tree’s to put their branches up. The poplar tree
put it's branches up and Mercury saw the gold). Related
information is generally grouped together and connected
using linking words and phrases (and then, So the tree,
because). The response demonstrates emerging command
of conventions, with some errors (did'nt, hied, mercury,
tree’s, it’s for its, actions of The old) that may hinder
comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response for "The Pop/&% Tree”

Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to

his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

@/ explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow
@; explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way
&"  explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision

&  details from the story to support your answer
Write your answer in complete sentences.
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N/A
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Notes

Guide Paper 5
Score Point 2

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task and purpose (The poplar tree
branches grow straight up because it was an honest tree).
The topic is partially developed with some textual evidence
(The actions for the old man were anxcious to hide the pot
of gold, and sneaky. For Iris were sad, and missed her pot
of gold and For mercury were trying to get the gold back).
Some attempt to group related information is
demonstrated through inconsistent use of linking words to
connect ideas (For Iris, For Zeus, For Mercury). The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors (poplar tree branches,
was wanted, Mercury were) that do not hinder
comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

E; explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

'@ explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

i explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
™ details from the story to support your answer

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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N/A
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2

Notes

Guide Paper 6
Score Point 2

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task and purpose (The branches grew
this way because the popular tree trys to bend and strech
them to see how far the brances can go). The response
demonstrates a confused comprehension of the text (The
events that made the branches grow this way was that the
tree kept his branches down). The topic is partially
developed with some textual evidence (The actions of the
Old man, Iris, Zeuse, and Mercury lead to his decison of
being honest, and upright). The concluding statement
follows generally from the information presented (That is
how the branches grew). The response demonstrates
emerging command of conventions, with some errors
(popular, trys, strech, brances, decison) that may hinder
comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer

|
Q
Q
Q

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 7
Score Point 1

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task but demonstrates a little
understanding of the text (The branches grow the way
they do beause since then the branchs have always grown
straight up). The response demonstrates an attempt to use
evidence (every one knows that the poplar is an honest
and upright tree) but only develops ideas with minimal
evidence. Little attempt at organization is exhibited. This
response demonstrates an emerging command of
conventions, with some errors (beause, branchs, every
one) that may hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

Why.-do-the.po p‘larwb,rgnch-esngr—ow.“thewwa,y&_th.eywd‘o?‘“ExpIa-in*"whv ‘the tree decides-to- -
his-way:-How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to

»Jse details from the story to support your answer.
In your response, be sure to include the following:

explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
&getails from the story to support your answer

¢ opooo

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 8
Score Point 1

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task but demonstrates little
understanding of the text (The tree decides to grow this
way because he doesnt wanto hide anything from anyone).
The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence
(The poplar grow that way because they tried to see how
far they could spread them) but only develops ideas with
minimal evidence that is generally irrelevant. Little attempt
at organization is exhibited. This response demonstrates
and emerging command of conventions with some errors
(doesnt, wanto, grow for grows) that may hinder
comprehension.




The

Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

Why. do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

explain how the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer,

oooo”

. N
Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper

G09

RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 9
Score Point 0

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the
text and task (The poplar tree’s branches grow in the
forest because thear is gold thear that’s why they call then
the poplar tree’s branches). The response provides no
evidence. No organization is exhibited. The response
demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with
frequent errors (thear, thear, then) that hinder
comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response for "The Poplar Tree"

Why do the poplar branches grow the way they do? Explain why the tree decides to
grow them this way. How do the actions of the Old Man, Iris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to
his decision? Use details from the story to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to include the following:

explain the direction in which the poplar tree’s branches grow

explain the events that made the tree’s branches grow this way

explain how the actions of the Old Man, lris, Zeus, and Mercury lead to his decision
details from the story to support your answer

Q
Q
Q
Q

Write your answer in complete sentences
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

G10 N/A o Guide Paper 10

Score Point 0

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the
text and task (The Popler branches grow the way They dois
becase it's there way They can do it however They want if
They want). The response provides no evidence. No
organization is exhibited. The response demonstrates a
lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors
(Popler, They, dois, becase, there for their, They) that
hinder comprehension.
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Paired Passages: Myth and fact about why evergreen trees do not lose their leaves
Passage 1: Myth
Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves

by Florence Holbrook

Winter was coming, and the birds had flown far to the south, where the air was
warm and they could find berries to eat. One little bird had broken its wing and could not
fly with the others. It was alone in the cold world of frost and snow. The forest looked
warm, and it made its way to the trees as well as it could, to ask for help.

First it came to a birch-tree. “Beautiful birch-tree,” it said, “my wing is broken, and
my friends have flown away. May | live among your branches till they come back to me?”

“No, indeed,” answered the birch-tree, drawing her fair green leaves away. “We of
the great forest have our own birds to help. | can do nothing for you.”

“The birch is not very strong,” said the little bird to itself, “and it might be that she
could not hold me easily. | will ask the oak.” So the bird said, “Great oak-tree, you are so
strong, will you not let me live on your boughs till my friends come back in the springtime?”

“In the springtime!” cried the oak. “That is a long way off. How do | know what you
might do in all that time? Birds are always looking for something to eat, and you might even
eat up some of my acorns.”

“It may be that the willow will be kind to me,” thought the bird, and it said, “Gentle
willow, my wing is broken, and I could not fly to the south with the other birds. May | live
on your branches till the springtime?”

The willow did not look gentle then, for she drew herself up proudly and said,
“Indeed, | do not know you, and we willows never talk to people whom we do not know.
Very likely there are trees somewhere that will take in strange birds. Leave me at once.”

The poor little bird did not know what to do. lts wing was not yet strong, but it
began to fly away as well as it could. Before it had gone far, a voice was heard. “Little bird,”
it said, “where are you going?”

“Indeed, | do not know,” answered the bird sadly. “l am very cold.”
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“Come right here, then,” said the friendly spruce-tree, for it was her voice that had
called. “You shall live on my warmest branch all winter if you choose.”

“Will you really let me?” asked the little bird eagerly.

“Indeed, | will,” answered the kind-hearted spruce-tree. “If your friends have flown
away, it is time for the trees to help you. Here is the branch where my leaves are thickest
and softest.”

“My branches are not very thick,” said the friendly pine-tree, “but | am big and
strong, and | can keep the north wind from you and the spruce.”

“I can help too,” said a little juniper-tree. “I can give you berries all winter long, and
every bird knows that juniper berries are good.”

So the spruce gave the lonely little bird a home, the pine kept the cold north wind
away from it, and the juniper gave it berries to eat.

The other trees looked on and talked together scornfully.
“ would not have strange birds on my boughs,” said the birch.
“I shall not give my acorns away for any one,” said the oak.

“| never have anything to do with strangers,” said the willow, and the three trees
drew their leaves closely about them.

In the morning all those shining green leaves lay on the ground, for the cold north
wind had come in the night, and every leaf that it touched fell from the tree.

“May | touch every leaf in the forest?” asked the wind in its frolic.

“No,” said the forest king. “The trees that have been kind to the little bird with the
broken wing may keep their leaves.”

This is why the leaves of the spruce, the pine, and the juniper are always green.

www.gutenberg.org



Passage 2: Informational
Why are evergreen trees green all year round?

Evergreen trees (also known as conifers because of the cones that hold their seeds)
include spruce, fir and pine trees. Evergreen trees do lose leaves, but not all at the same
time the way that deciduous trees (trees that lose their leaves) do. These trees are specially
adapted to live in climates where there may be limited annual sunshine and/or available
water.

The evergreen thrives in cold climates and its leaves are adapted to make the most
of its environment. The leaves of evergreen trees are often small and narrow, like needles.
Evergreen leaves can remain on a tree for anywhere from 1-20 years depending on the
species of tree, but most leaves remain on the tree for less than five years. It is thought that
by keeping its leaves year round the plant might be able to take advantage of periods of
thaw during the winter to make food. It also means that the plant does not need to waste
energy re-growing a full set of leaves each year.

The leaves of an evergreen have the same function as leaves of other trees, mainly
to make food for the plant through photosynthesis. The leaves are often a dark green color
indicating that a lot of the sun-absorbing compound chlorophyll is present. By having a lot
of small leaves packed with chlorophyll, the plant gathers as much energy as it can from the
sparse sunlight. It uses this energy to make food in the form of glucose. The dark color also
helps keep the plant warm in its cold environment (think about wearing dark clothing on
sunny day versus light or white clothing. The dark clothing absorbs more sunlight and is
hotter to wear).

The cold climate where evergreens often live means that even if there is a large
amount of precipitation, the water is often frozen and therefore unavailable to the plant.
The small surface area and the thick coating of wax on the needle-like leaves allow the plant
to retain more water (there is less surface area available for evaporation). The small leaves
also have small holes called stomata that are used for gas exchange; these can be closed
very tightly to stop water loss. Lastly the small pointy leaves and the cone-like shape of the
tree itself shed snow more easily than other trees so the evergreens are not as likely to
break under the weight of snow and ice.

www.ccmr.cornell.edu



Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples

from the myth and the article to support your answer.
In your response, be sure to do the following:

describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
discuss how the explanations are similar and different

include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
_ leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples
from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

f  describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
O describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
O discuss how the explanations are similar and different
O include details from both the myth and the artlcle to support your answer
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

Guide Paper 1

Go1 N/A 4 Score Point 4

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows logically from the task and purpose (The myth says
that the evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
because they helped a little bird and The article says that
the evergreens keep their leaves in winter because they
are able to shed snow). The response demonstrates
insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts (they
both include the Pine, Spruce, and Juniper and They are
different because in the myth it was a Spruce, Pine, and
Juniper tree helping a little bird....In the article it was the
tree being able to keep it’s leaves all year long). The topic
is developed with relevant, well-chosen facts from the
texts (None of the other trees would help her out by letting
her live on their branches...The Spruce tree helped the
little bird out, along with the Juniper and Pine and They are
able to shed snow because they have a cone shaped
tree...Their dark color keeps them very warm in the cold
icy winter). Varied, relevant evidence is sustained
throughout (in the myth it involves other trees not letting
the bird live on their branches. In the article it doesn’t
involve other trees). The response exhibits clear,
purposeful organization, and skillfully links ideas using
grade-appropriate words and phrases (But, when; Also
because; Another way; In the article). The language used
is stylistically sophisticated (therefore they got a gift). The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with few errors.




)
Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples

from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
discuss how the explanations are similar and different

include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Paper

GO02

RF Number

N/A

Score

—— |

4

Notes

Guide Paper 2
Score Point 4

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows logically from the task and purpose (The myth says
evergreen trees keep their leaves because the evergreen
trees were being good to the birds and The article says
evergreen trees keep their leaves because the small pointy
leaves and the cone like shape of the tree itself shed
snow). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of
the texts (They are different because the myth is telling a
story that not all people think it is true...the article is
giving true facts that you can prove they are right). The
topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen facts and
concrete details from the texts (the king made the wind
stay away from the evergreen trees...the other trees were
being mean to the bird, the king let the wind go and blow
their leaves off and By having a lot of small leaves packed
with chlorophyll, the plant gathers as much energy as it
can from the sparse sunlight...The dark color also helps
keep the plant warm). The response exhibits clear,
purposeful organization, and skillfully links ideas with
grade-appropriate words and phrases (Since the other, so
the evergreens, By having, Then the article). The language
is stylistically sophisticated with domain-specific
vocabulary (true facts that you can prove). The response
provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic
and information presented (both giving information on the
trees). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with few errors.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

' The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples

from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
discuss how the explanations are similar and different

include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Paper

GO03

RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 3
Score Point 3

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows from the task (because the trees who have been
good to the bird may keep their leaves and because, the
cold climate). The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (are
different because the article tells how evergreen trees keep
their leaves in the winter describing how evergreens keep
their leaves. The myth just tells a of how evergreens keep
their leaves, and putting parts of facts into that story). The
use of relevant evidence is sustained throughout (even if
their is alot of rain, the water is often frozen and
unavailible to the plant. The small area and the thick
coating of wax on the needle like leaves allow the plant to
retain the water). The response exhibits clear organization,
and links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases
(The myth says, The article says, even if). The language is
grade-appropriate with domain-specific vocabulary (have
been good to the bird and describing). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions,
with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

' The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples

from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
Ef discuss how the explanations are similar and different

L \Q‘ include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

é

Guide Paper 4
Go4 N/A 3 Score Point 3

This response clearly introduces a topic in @ manner that
follows from the task and purpose (The myth says the
evergreen trees are nice to the bird and The article says
the evergreen trees don't loose their leaves because they
are adapted to the climates). The response demonstrates
grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts
(The answers in the storys are the same and different
because in the first story they keep their leaves because of
kindness. But in the second story their leaves stay on
because the trees are adapted to the cold climates). The
topic is partially developed with some textual evidence (the
forest king told the wind only to touch the mean trees and
where there is limited sun shine and limited water). The
response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas using
grade-appropriate words and phrases (Because, But in the
second story, And the reason). The response provides a
concluding statement that follows from the topic and
information presented (the answers are the same is
because the both keep their leaves). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions,
with occasional errors (loose, storys, the) that do not
hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

" The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
_ leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples

from the myth and the article to support your answer.
In your response, be sure to do the following:

@[ describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
E’f describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
I/d|scuss how the explanations are similar and different

include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

Guide Paper 5

Go5 N/A 2 Score Point 2

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task and purpose (because the forest
king told the wind not to touch the trees and because they
store food in there leaves). The response demonstrates a
literal comprehension of the texts (they both tell you that
they do lose there leaves just not at the same time and
one is fiction the other one is non fiction). The topic is
partially developed with the use of some textual evidence
(told the wind not to touch the trees that were helping the
little bird). The response exhibits some attempt at
organization and inconsistently uses words and phrases to
link ideas (The stories are simaler and They are diffrent
because). No concluding statement is provided. The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors (there for their,
simaler, diffrent) that do not hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples
from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

B describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
discuss how the explanations are similar and different
include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Guide Paper 6
Score Point 2

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task (the wind asked if he could blow
the leaves off the trees and wax helps). The response
demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (they
both explaine the same thin but in differnet way that they
explain). The topic is partially developed with some textual
evidence (the king of the forest said no and its dark coler
too). The response exhibits some attempt at organization
and inconsistently links ideas using words and phrases
(The myth says and In the article). The response
demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with
some errors that may hinder comprehension (coler,
explaine, differnet).




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

7 The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their

)

. leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples
from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
discuss how the explanations are similar and different

include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Guide Paper 7
GO07 N/A 1 Score Point 1

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task (Each story has facts). The
response demonstrates little understanding of the texts
(conifouris trees hav wax on thier leves so snow slips right
off...ever green trees don't lose their wings because they
were good to the bird). 1deas are developed using minimal
evidence (conifourios trees have adapted to the weather).
This response exhibits little attempt at organization, and
lacks the use of linking words to connect ideas. No
concluding statement is provided. This response
demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with
some errors (conifouris, hav, thier, leves) that may hinder
comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples
from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
discuss how the explanations are similar and different

include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

Guide Paper 8
Gos N/A 1 Score Point 1

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task but demonstrates little
understanding of the texts (the Myth is they are telling you
about how trees are different then other trees). The
response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence (the
fiction is ware the trees talk the bird talks) but the
evidence is generally irrelevant (for are chrismis trees and
for are air). This response exhibits little attempt at
organization and does not provide a concluding statement.
This response demonstrates a lack of command of
conventions, with frequent errors (the Myth, then, the,
ware, ceep, thare, are for our) that hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
. Jeaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples

from the myth and the article to support your answer.
In your response, be sure to do the following:

describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
discuss how the explanations are similar and different

include details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Guide Paper 9
G09S N/A 0 Score Point 0

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the
task. The response demonstrates an attempt to use
evidence, which is generally irrelevant (The birds have
flown to The south. And a bird broken its wing And he
fownd a foreat that was worm and cosy). The response
exhibits no evidence of organization or use of linking
words. This response uses imprecise language and does
not provide a concluding statement. The response
demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with
frequent errors (to The south And a, wing And, fownd,
foreat, worm) that hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

The myth and the article both provide explanations for why evergreen trees keep their
leaves in winter. How are the explanations similar and different? Use specific examples
from the myth and the article to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to do the following:

@/ describe what the myth says about why evergreen trees keep their leaves in winter
Q" describe what the article says about why evergreen trees keep their Ieaves in winter
CI , discuss how the explanations are similar and different

a’ mcl}::le details from both the myth and the article to support your answer
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Guide Paper 10
Score Point 0

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the
texts and task (They grew brave and they have to stay for
spring). There is no evidence of organization. Language is
minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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Paired Passages

The Story of My Life
by Helen Keller

The morning after my teacher came she led me into her room and gave me
a doll. The little blind children at the Perkins Institution had sent it and Laura
Bridgman had dressed it; but 1 did not know this until afterward. When I had played
with it a little while, Miss Sullivan slowly spelled into my hand the word “d-o-I-1.”
| was at once interested in this finger play and tried to imitate it. When |
finally succeeded in making the letters correctly | was flushed with childish
pleasure and pride. Running downstairs to my mother | held up my hand and made
the letters for doll. | did not know that | was spelling a word or even that words
existed; | was simply making my fingers go in monkey-like imitation. In the days
that followed | learned to spell in this uncomprehending way a great many words,
among them pin, hat, cup and a few verbs like sit, stand and walk. But my teacher
had been with me several weeks before | understood that everything has a name.

One day, while | was playing with my new doll, Miss Sullivan put my big rag
doll into my lap also, spelled “d-o-l-” and tried to make me understand that
“d-o-I-I” applied to both. Earlier in the day we had had a tussle over the words
“m-u-g” and “w-a-t-e-r.” Miss Sullivan had tried to impress it upon me that
“m-u-g” is mug and that “w-a-t-e-r” is water, but | persisted in confounding the
two. In despair she had dropped the subject for the time, only to renew it at the
first opportunity. | became impatient at her repeated attempts and, seizing the
new doll, | dashed it upon the floor. | was keenly delighted when | felt the
fragments of the broken doll at my feet. Neither sorrow nor regret followed my
passionate outburst. | had not loved the doll. In the still, dark world in which | lived
there was no strong sentiment of tenderness. | felt my teacher sweep the
fragments to one side of the hearth, and | had a sense of satisfaction that the
cause of my discomfort was removed. She brought me my hat, and | knew | was
going out into the warm sunshine. This thought, if a wordless sensation may be
called a thought, made me hop and skip with pleasure.

We walked down the path to the well-house, attracted by the fragrance of
the honeysuckle with which it was covered. Some one was drawing water and my
teacher placed my hand under the spout. As the cool stream gushed over one
hand she spelled into the other the word water, first slowly, then rapidly. | stood
still, my whole attention fixed upon the motions of her fingers. Suddenly | felt a
misty consciousness as of something forgotten—a thrill of returning thought; and
somehow the mystery of language was revealed to me. | knew then that
“w-a-t-e-r” meant the wonderful cool something that was flowing over my
hand. That living word awakened my soul, gave it light, hope, joy, set it free! There
were barriers still, it is true, but barriers that could in time be swept away.
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| left the well-house eager to learn. Everything had a name, and each
name gave birth to a new thought. As we returned to the house every object which
| touched seemed to quiver with life. That was because | saw everything with
the strange, new sight that had come to me. On entering the door | remembered
the doll | had broken. I felt my way to the hearth and picked up the pieces. | tried
vainly to put them together. Then my eyes filled with tears; for | realized what
Ihad done, and for the first time |felt repentance and sorrow.

www.gutenberg.org
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Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave
by Frederick Douglass

| lived in Master Hugh'’s family about seven years. During this time, | succeeded
in learning to read and write. In accomplishing this, | was compelled to resort to
various stratagems. | had no regular teacher. My mistress, who had kindly
commenced to instruct me, had, in compliance with the advice and direction of her
husband, not only ceased to instruct, but had set her face against my being
instructed by anyone else. It is due, however, to my mistress to say of her, that she
did not adopt this course of treatment immediately. She at first lacked the depravity
indispensable to shutting me up in mental darkness. It was at least necessary for her
to have some training in the exercise of irresponsible power, to make her equal to
the task of treating me as though | were a brute.

My mistress was, as | have said, a kind and tender-hearted woman; and in the
simplicity of her soul she commenced, when | first went to live with her, to treat me
as she supposed one human being ought to treat another. In entering upon the
duties of a slaveholder, she did not seem to perceive that | sustained to her the
relation of a mere chattel, and that for her to treat me as a human being was not
only wrong, but dangerously so. Slavery proved as injurious to her as it did to me.
When | went there, she was a pious, warm, and tender-hearted woman. There was
no sorrow or suffering for which she had not a tear. She had bread for the hungry,
clothes for the naked, and comfort for every mourner that came within her reach.
Slavery soon proved its ability to divest her of these heavenly qualities. Under its
influence, the tender heart became stone, and the lamblike disposition gave way to
one of tiger-like fierceness. The first step in her downward course was in her ceasing
to instruct me. She now commenced to practice her husband’s precepts. She finally
became even more violent in her opposition than her husband himself. She was not
satisfied with simply doing as well as he had commanded; she seemed anxious to do
better. Nothing seemed to make her more angry than to see me with a newspaper.
She seemed to think that here lay the danger. | have had her rush at me with a face
made all up of fury, and snatch from me a newspaper, in a manner that fully
revealed her apprehension. She was an apt woman; and a little experience soon
demonstrated, to her satisfaction, that education and slavery were incompatible
with each other.

From this time | was most narrowly watched. If | was in a separate room any
considerable length of time, | was sure to be suspected of having a book, and was at
once called to give an account of myself. All this, however, was too late. The first
step had been taken. Mistress, in teaching me the alphabet, had given me the inch,
and no precaution could prevent me from taking the ell.
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The plan which | adopted, and the one by which | was most successful, was
that of making friends of all the little white boys whom | met in the street. As many
of these as | could, | converted into teachers. With their kindly aid, obtained at
different times and in different places, | finally succeeded in learning to read. When |
was sent on errands, | always took my book with me, and by doing one part of my
errand quickly, | found time to get a lesson before my return. | used also to carry
bread with me, enough of which was always in the house, and to which | was always
welcome; for | was much better off in this regard than many of the poor white
children in our neighborhood. This bread | used to bestow upon the hungry little
urchins, who, in return, would give me that more valuable bread of knowledge. | am
strongly tempted to give the names of two or three of those little boys, as a
testimonial of the gratitude and affection | bear them; but prudence forbids;—not
that it would injure me, but it might embarrass them; for it is almost an
unpardonable offence to teach slaves to read in this Christian country. It is enough
to say of the dear little fellows, that they lived on Philpot Street, very near Durgin
and Bailey’s ship-yard. | used to talk this matter of slavery over with them. | would
sometimes say to them, | wished I could be as free as they would be when they got
to be men. “You will be free as soon as you are twenty-one, but | am a slave for life!
Have not | as good a right to be free as you have?” These words used to trouble
them; they would express for me the liveliest sympathy, and console me with the
hope that something would occur by which | might be free.

www.gutenberg.org
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Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”

explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator

explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.

use details from both passages to support your response

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
~gach narrator. Use,details from both passages to support your response..

: In your response, be sure to - ‘
ﬁ identify a central idea shared by both passages The Story of My Life” and Narratlve of
he Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave” ‘
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central 1dea for each
‘narrator. :
QO use details from both passages ‘to support your response

.

Write youra answer in complete sentences
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Guide Paper 1
Go1 N/A 4 Score Point 4

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows logically from the task and purpose (There is a
main idea that both passages share. Both passages have
similarities and differences). The response demonstrates
insightful analysis of the texts ("The Story of My Life” and
“Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave”’s main idea was that anyone can learn to read,
write, or learn words in the hardest times of their lives).
The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant,
well-chosen evidence from the texts that is varied (For
Helen Keller, the hardest times of her life, was being both
blind and deaf. That made it more difficult for her to learn
how to read and write, especially if you can't hear how
they way the words or see what the work may look like
and He was a slave...He had to sneak around to learn and
if he got caught he was abused even more). Clear
organization is exhibited by the skillful use of appropriate
and varied transitions (In both passages, That made
it...especially if, It was also hard, One is being...while the
other is being). The response maintains a formal style,
using grade-appropriate and domain-specific vocabulary
(the hardest times of their lives, abused, encouraged to
learn, hard to accomplish). The concluding statement
follows clearly from the topic and information presented
(Both narrators faced hard times and wanted to learn).
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with few errors.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

1

~ Inyour response, be sure to ' .
O identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and ”Narratlve of
. the Life of Frederlck Douglass, an American Slave” e
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator ,
explain the similarities and dlfferences in the importance of the central idea for ‘each

narrator.
@ use details from both passages to support your response

oo

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

Guide Paper 2

G02 N/A 4 Score Point 4

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows logically from the task and purpose (The common
idea the stories share is that education is important). The
topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-
chosen evidence from the texts that is varied (Helen Keller
learns words from her teacher by the words being traced in
her arms and hands; Douglass learns to read at first by his
mistress, then by the hungry children on Philpot street;
Fredrick Douglass was taught by many different people
while Helen Keller was taught by one teacher). Clear
organization is exhibited by the skillful use of appropriate
transitions (In the story, In the book, The similarities, The
differences were, and, while, The reason) to create a
unified whole. The response maintains a formal style, using
grade-appropriate and domain-specific vocabulary (had a
brief time, gave her a whole different perspective, two
great examples of this). The concluding statement follows
clearly from the topic and information presented
(Education is important to everyone). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions,
with few errors.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator, Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to ‘ ‘ . 1 .
0 identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave” ' ‘

QO explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
a

ekplain‘th'e similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each

_narrator. f o

'O use details from both passages to supporf y;our response

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper

GO3

RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 3
Score Point 3

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows from the task and purpose (In "The Story of My
Life” Helen Keller is a and In the story "Narrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglass, and American Slave” he is a
slave). This response demonstrates grade-appropriate
analysis of the texts (These two stories are similar because
they are invaulved with to very different people faced with
the similar problem). The topic is developed with relevant
details from the texts (a blind and deaf little girl is being
taught certain words and does not yet understand
them...and is just moving her hands in a monkey like
fashion and she started something she could never go back
on...to teach the slave how to read and right but first
started withe alphabet). The use of relevant evidence is
sustained, with some lack of variety (Helen Keller a small
little girl that is blind and deaf. Fredrick Douglas a grown
African-American man. The both face a problem the can
not read nor write). The response exhibits clear
organization, with the use of appropriate transitions (The
first, Then one day, In the story, But one day, They both
also). A formal style is established by using precise
language and domain-specific vocabulary (not yet
understand, face a problem). The response demonstrates
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with
occasional errors (right for write, withe, invaulved, The for
They) that do not hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

E{/ln your response, be sure to
identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Llfe" and “Narrative of
ﬁ the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”

explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator

O explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.

#@ use details from both passages to support your response

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper

G04

RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 4
Score Point 3

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that
follows from the task and purpose (Helen Keller, a Fredrick
Douglass both overcome obstacles...they main point of
these stories is that you can do anything if you try). This
response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the
texts (the main idea of the passages is the same, the way
they use it is different. Fredrick is easily capable of
learning, and he just wants to be able to read. Helen
wants to be able to identify an object without vision of
hearing it). The topic is developed with relevant details
from the texts (had to have the feel of the words. They
had to be written on her hand and Fredrick wanted to read,
but he was a slave and couldn’t. So he would run errands
then go find someone to teach him to read). The use of
relevant evidence is sustained, with some lack of variety
(Helen wants to be able to identify an object without vision
of hearing it). The response exhibits clear organization,
with the use of appropriate transitions (The importance, So
he would, Even though, Yet). A formal style is established
and maintained using domain-specific vocabulary (easily
capable of learning and identify an object without vision).
The concluding statement follows from the topic and
information presented (They both want to learn something
new). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with occasional errors that do
not hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
O identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.
O use details from both passages to support your response

0o

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

Guide Paper 5

Go5 N/A 2 Score Point 2

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task and purpose (The central idea of
both... is that learning is key). The response demonstrates
a literal comprehension of the texts (I think it is easiar for
Fredrick to learn because he can see. Hellen Keller cant
see or hear!). The topic is partially developed with the use
of some textual evidence (she learns how to read by
touching the object and In Fredrick Douglases story he
knows how to read a book even though he is a slave). This
response exhibits some attempt at organization, with
inconsistent use of transitions (In the story, And In, But I
think, Again). The concluding statement follows generally
from the information presented (learning is key to our
society). The response demonstrates an emerging
command of conventions, with some errors (knowlege,
whats, And In, Douglases, easiar, cant, extremly) that may
hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

Q identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”

explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator

explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.

1 use details from both passages to support your response

oo

Write your answer in complete sentences.

1n o OSEOgey Heleq o)
Fﬂ’d?‘{‘\df‘\ ‘Dﬁ%\f\ % cwe eacing
NEw WOords O O auing, &\/\N
ek oF ey ng. T S wosBont Soc
e 0 Voo 2 0r0 wods S ey
e yooeeedend Maeas \ockec ONFC
M@%\ \“‘\%3\: V‘“‘z{\ S O w}c\&\ ¢,\/€ N \\\/wuay\
DBelen e i o %:(BQ DNee
QO undec o, DAY M\\W\,\ m“ﬁ
By ol Meeeer Vose Yo §
edec\av = = @) SR \w)\)\f\\{tﬁ \AXDCWSS
oy ear™y  \pea A <End S0 fay
e e YWe ol dwe Ldnie  Ceodie

LYe - Yoo Yo Yo Ceod - caedd
WICNE




Paper

GO06

RF Number

N/A

Score

Notes

Guide Paper 6
Score Point 2

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task and purpose (In both passages
Helen and Frederick both are learing new words and are
trying their best at learning). The response demonstrates a
literal comprehension of the texts (It is important for them
to learn new words So they can understand things better
other than not know anything). The topic is partially
developed with the use of some textual evidence (Helen is
blind and deaf she can understand many thing and that all
things have names and Frederick is a slave who wants to
learn how to read so that he is like all the white people
who know how). This response exhibits some attempt at
organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (Even
though and But). A formal style is not maintained, with
inconsistent use of domain-specific vocabulary (understand
things better, understand many thing, all things). The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder
comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
O identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.
O use details from both passages to support your response

oo

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

?

Guide Paper 7
Go7 N/A 1 Score Point 1

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task but demonstrates a little
understanding of the texts (Helen Keller is a blind Little girl
and frederick Douglass is a Aerican slave). The response
demonstrates an attempt to use evidence (He learned how
to read and write from his Mistress), but only develops
ideas with minimal evidence (Helen Keller Learns how to
use sign languege with her Little doll). This response
exhibits little attempt at organization and lacks a formal
style. The response demonstrates an emerging command
of conventions, with some errors (Little, frederick, Aerican,
languege) that may hinder comprehension.




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from E:_Ell passages to support your response.

e

In your response, be sure to
O identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and ”Narratlve of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.
L) use details from both passages to support your response

0o

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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GO08

RF Number

N/A

Guide Paper 8
Score Point 1

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows
generally from the task (The authors central ideas is that
life isn’t what it always seems). The response
demonstrates little understanding of the texts (You have to
find the time to learn from anyone). The response
demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence (Words
always has a meaning you just have to find it). The
response exhibits little attempt at organization and does
not provide a concluding statement. The response
demonstrates an emerging command of conventions, with
some errors (authors and Words always has) that may
hinder comprehension.




a
(.

Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”

explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator

explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.

use details from both passages to support your response

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

G09 N/A 0 Guide Paper 9

Score Point 0

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the
task (in Both story’s its cool) and little understanding of
the texts (if your bind and Deth you cant really no what
stuff is and spell it and many slaves dont no how to read or
right). There is no evidence of organization. This response
uses imprecise language (no what stuff is) and does not
provide a concluding statement. This response
demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with
frequent errors that hinder comprehension (in, Both,
Story’s, its, your, bind, Deth, cant, no, dont, right).




oo

Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”

explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator

explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each

narrator.
use details from both passages to support your response

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes

e ————  ———— —— |
Guide Paper 10

G10 N/A 0 Score Point 0

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the
task (In both of the passages...One of the differeces was
that the setting was very different) and little understanding
of the texts (in "The Story of My life the kid got a doll).
There is no evidence of organization and no concluding
statement. The response demonstrates an emerging
command of conventions, with some errors (life, One,
differeces) that may hinder comprehension.
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Paper RF Number Score Notes
P1 N/A
P2 N/A
P3 N/A
P4 N/A
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Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for'each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to.support your response.

In your response, be sure to v
QU identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central-idea for each
‘narrator.
O use details from both passages to support your response

00

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

" “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
f 2 Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for

each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

!

In your response, be sure to ' (\QQLQ) \ ,
O identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.
Qd use details from both passages to support your response

(W

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
O identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.
O use details from both passages to support your response

oo

Write your answer in complete sentences.

_ﬂ\é/ Sj(cr\/ Oﬁ M\/ LI@F ' (}NJ ) N/M{Nh[’ : C’rp "’L}\f’ Ln[(’ (‘5/*
Fredecicle ang‘hc; con Arerioan Slove” shore. w0y s inilerities ond
diflerenea

&)W\ﬂ GL he Si"\"‘}i AFK;{?/!‘E/“\ be bwee M\f’/‘?c:
S\Or%r’(* o they (?Of“f’x 1&%{@ /’g;{:{}c&{‘/ [ves Thers  alsm
@PSH\ are n»onmaé%/ L edBrded !m sone old ?f“fx(?f‘/é‘f’f Afm‘{?%@@
Thei simibelt lies Crepde o mnjﬂ‘rv@ 1o, Morny acople. vy
I TN
or olp) foce diffndt Limes ther Jwps. These %m ﬂf’ﬁfﬁ«
went- threeah o mL beit Hwﬁ/ gore 1+ Hhe~ bhest ,c}vﬂ
77\8 5’?@:’[’&{‘?‘ Mﬁ;/ l’ﬁ@?{@ @;‘z“ FCO%MFJ\ Wos - Gfonv@f
hot Hellen wasy +- /4m#\f' o’!ff@/‘mpc 1S Brerdeltickn wes
chle. fo léorn m%y’/ bt Helbr, bed vf?’%’/xé}/&




Extended Constructed Response Paired Passdges

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
QO identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator
explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each
narrator.
O use details from both passages to support your response

(.

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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Extended Constructed Response Paired Passages

“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central
idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea
for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of shared central idea for
each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”

explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator

explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each

narrator.
use details from both passages to support your response

Write your answer in complete sentences.
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