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Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement and 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis, stating that although Disraeli openly concedes that life is 

unpredictable and no person has the ability to really control an event … man does have power and 

control of his own personal actions and he is able to alter or overcome his circumstances. The 

response uses the criteria to make insightful analysis of Night (Elie was able to regain a bit of 

control by remaining aware, retaining a spark of hope, and a grim determination in his decision not 

to die in the camp) and of To Kill a Mockingbird (Atticus continued to work at defending the black 

man. In this way he took control of his own personal actions despite the circumstances of his 

situation). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from Night (With the Holocaust as its setting, the threats of the Nazis, Elie does manage to 

survive the concentration camps) and from To Kill a Mockingbird (racism and prejudice were 

common and a socially acceptable occurrence and he works very hard … in defending an innocent 

black man in court). The response incorporates appropriate literary elements, discussing the impact 

of setting and characterization in both texts. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on man’s personal actions which give him the 

ability to rise above certain negative events and to take a varying amount of power. The response 

exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first interpreting and agreeing with the lens, then discussing 

Elie’s situation in relation to the Holocaust and Atticus’ situation in relation to social conditions in 

the south. The response ends with a summary conclusion that emphasizes the similarities between 

the texts. Appropriate devices and transitions are skillfully used (In saying this, even if, Despite the 

townspeople’s insults). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense of 

voice and awareness of audience and purpose (It is blatantly obvious, one of history’s most extreme 

examples, intentionally despondent nature). The response varies structure and length of sentences to 

enhance meaning (However, Atticus is a strong, just man). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement and 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis stating that people have the ability to use their own 

judgment and make their own decisions to overcome the obstacles in their lives and that people’s 

fate is in their own control. The response uses the criteria to make insightful analysis of both Romeo 

and Juliet (Romeo, who placed matters of the heart above the selfish desires of others, chose to 

ignore circumstances, such as the opinions and wants of others, that were beyond his control) and 

Of Mice and Men (In order to avoid harmful and damaging circumstances beyond his own control, 

George is able to realize that his conduct is, indeed, in his own power). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from Romeo and Juliet (Romeo Montague falls in love with Juliet Capulet, a girl from the 

family that rivals his own, and is determined to be with her and secretly pledging his love to Juliet … 

and devising a plan with Friar Laurence to marry her) and from Of Mice and Men (George Milton is 

faced with a dire ultimatum: he must either kill his best friend and only companion, Lennie Small, or 

watch Lennie be brutally murdered by others and Lennie is capable of love and compassion for 

others … where he shares his daydreams about rabbits with Crooks and Candy). The response uses 

appropriate literary elements and discusses the presence of conflict in Romeo and Juliet (Romeo 

faces external conflict from his family) and in Of Mice and Men (Faced with the internal conflict of 

… letting his friend be killed). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the ability of men to control their own conduct 

under circumstances that they cannot control. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, 

first discussing Romeo’s situation and how he exhibited self-determination to be with Juliet and then 

discussing the situation George faces when he has to decide to end Lennie’s life himself. The 

response makes skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions (Through this quote, As is 

exemplified, Instead). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Romeo, the protagonist 

and titular character, faces both internal and external conflict and carry out the necessary actions to 

ensure his own happiness rather than dwell on the petty differences that separated the two families), 

with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Through the characterization 

of Lennie given to us by Steinbeck, we learn that Lennie is mentally handicapped). The response 

varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Romeo is also faced with internal 

conflict, as he does not want to disobey his family or bring shame upon them by allying himself with 

the enemy’s house). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting an error in spelling (posess) and occasional 

errors in punctuation (wrongdoing, and did and power”, is). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions.  
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Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 5 – A



Anchor Level 5 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that adversity affects virtually everyone and it is up to the individual to make the 

best out of misfortunate circumstances. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned 

analysis of The Great Gatsby (He chooses instead to channel his energy and never-ending love into 

working towards a life with Daisy) and of The Scarlet Letter (Hester remains resilient and brave …  

refusing to flee from her hometown and raising her daughter to the best of her ability). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from The 

Great Gatsby (Gatsby toils endlessly to win back her affections and Gatsby accumulates a vast 

fortune and an impressive mansion to recapture Daisy’s attention) and from The Scarlet Letter 

(Hester births a child out of wedlock with a revered figure from their stringent, pious Puritan society 

and she finds work and provides a decent life for her young Pearl). The literary element of 

characterization is employed but not directly identified. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on how an individual has the power to flourish in 

the face of adversity. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting and 

agreeing with the critical lens, then for each work focusing on the protagonist and identifying the 

problem faced, and then explaining how the character deals with misfortunate circumstances. The 

response ends with a reaffirmation of the validity of Disraeli’s statement. Appropriate transitions are 

used (He chooses instead, similarly defies, Although she lives). 
Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (doesn’t detrimentally 

affect, denounced love altogether, it is tragically terminated), with a notable sense of voice and 

awareness of audience and purpose (Jay Gatsby and Hester Prynne both overcome their seemingly 

insurmountable difficulties, and prove that everyone has the power to defy misfortune). The response 

varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Gatsby could have simply accepted his 

fate and denounced love altogether, but he overcomes his unfavorable circumstance). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat stronger in 

language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that the manner in which a person conducts himself in difficult situations can show 

the person’s true nature. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of 

Macbeth (Macbeth fails to remain true to himself or remember what really matters in life) and A 

Raisin in the Sun (no amount of money can buy integrity). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from both 

texts to support a discussion of a person’s control over his own behavior. The response identifies the 

theme as Macbeth’s desire for power and characterizes Macbeth through his decisions to attain that 

power (he kills Duncan, kills his best friend Banquo, betrays everyone and anyone close to him) and 

discusses characterization in A Raisin in the Sun, describing Walter as a man trying to succeed in 

difficult circumstances of poverty and discrimination to show how Walter’s action (He rejects the 

man’s offer) allows him to remain true to himself. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the importance of people’s reactions to life-

changing circumstances. The response moves from an interpretation of the lens to a discussion of 

Macbeth’s decisions to protect his power at any cost, then contrasts this with Walter Lee’s decision 

to reject the money, an act which allows him to keep his pride and dignity, and ends with a 

conclusion that refocuses on the importance of how people handle themselves. Appropriate 

transitions are used (Both Macbeth and Walter Lee, soon becomes, even kills). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Both of 

these works show us that how a person handles himself in a difficult situation contributes to the way 

others view him). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing 

(Macbeth gives in to his obsession for power, destroying anyone in his way and losing all sense of 

right and wrong). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (From that 

moment on keeping, for example Banquo and, self respect). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 

 



Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 5 – C

Comp. Eng. Rating Guide — Jan. ’13 [41]



Comp. Eng. Rating Guide — Jan. ’13 [42]

Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 5 – C

Anchor Level 5 – C       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis, 

stating that although a person can never be in total control of every situation in life, we do have 

control over our actions and responses and then identifying this view as an optimistic perspective. 

The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of The Scarlet Letter in which 

Hester attempted to make the best of her situation and To Kill a Mockingbird in which Atticus is 

faced with events that he had no control over and to which he must react. 
Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from both 

texts to demonstrate that people can have control over their actions. The response discusses 

characterization (Hester is characterized as intelligent, resourceful, and perservering and Atticus is 

characterized as persistent, clever, and magnanimous) and setting (The novel is set in Puritan 

America and faced with the prejudices of Depression Era Maycomb Alabama, where the story is set). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on Hester and Atticus and their motivation to take 

action and attempt to make constructive changes. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, 

first interpreting and agreeing with the lens, then presenting for each work the obstacles faced by the 

main character (women such as Hester rarely had control over their life decisions and He fought 

against racism), followed by a discussion of actions taken despite circumstances (she chose to serve 

as a nurse and treat everyone kindly and he chose to be the most nuturing father he could be), and 

ending with a summary conclusion that confirms the lens. Appropriate transitions are used (So, true 

to Disraeli’s quote; Pastor Dimmesdale also chose; First of all). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Both Hester and Atticus are characters at odds with the 

core values of their very surroundings and communities), with evident awareness of audience and 

purpose (That is a lesson Disraeli’s quote can deliver to all people). The response varies structure 

and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (That is a point of veiw I agree with). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (pregant, threatenly, occured) 

and punctuation (said “Circumstances, “The Scarlet Letter”, Maycomb Alabama) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis, 

stating that no one can control fate … but every person has control over how he/she deals with a 

situation). The response makes implicit connections between the criteria and The Kite Runner (Amir 

was not in control … but his inaction swallowed him with guilt and Macbeth (As a result of all the 

murders Macbeth committed … Macduff kills him). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant evidence from 

Macbeth to discuss Macbeth’s actions (kills the king to get to the throne and he kills anyone whom 

he believes is a threat) and their consequences (Macbeth begins to hallucinate and suffers from 

insomnia) to characterize Macbeth as a blood-thirsty, murderous king. The discussion of The Kite 

Runner is less specifically developed. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the idea that no one can control fate, but how a 

person deals with the situation is completely within his/her control. The response exhibits a logical 

sequence of ideas, first interpreting the lens and expressing agreement with it, then presenting 

information from each work to support the interpretation, consolidating both arguments in the 

conclusion (Both Amir and Macbeth made their decisions and lived with the consequences). 

Transitions are appropriately used (as a result, Once on the throne, Of course). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I agree with this 

statement). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Amir 

watches, frozen with fear). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (told him, 

however and it’s own) and agreement (consequences … it). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat stronger in 

organization and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis, 

stating that although people don’t always have the choice of their surroundings, the attitudes and 

outlook of each individual is always a choice. The response makes implicit connections between the 

criteria and The Scarlet Letter (Living in Boston in the 1800’s made it difficult for Hester to escape 

the reality in which she was forced to face) and The Invisible Man (Though not similar to Hester’s 

case, the narrator’s struggles to discover and embrace his identity in The Invisible Man is 

comparable). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with reference to specific and relevant evidence from 

The Scarlet Letter to discuss Hester’s situation (Hester Prynne … is living in Boston … is covicted 

of adultery … has to make decisions … after her time in jail with her daughter, Pearl). The 

discussion of The Invisible Man is less specifically developed, relying on general statements (Being 

an African-American in America while the dominant race was white is a large part of America’s 

history). The response incorporates elements of setting into the discussion of each work, although 

the time period given for The Scarlet Letter is inaccurate. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that how each character decides to interpret 

their surroundings is solely up to them. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first 

stating the lens, then agreeing with it based on the severity of the situation each character faces, 

concluding with the idea that the way one conducts oneself is determined completly by each 

individual. Repetition of information detracts from internal consistency. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Both works exemplify 

and support Disraeli’s statement). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence 

structure or length (The narrator was forced to live in this society with no other alternatives, 

although he was capable of creating a peaceful environment for himself). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (embarassment and 

endeauvered) and punctuation (that; “Circumstances; power.”.; experiences. he) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – C      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (This 

means that a man cannot control what happens around him but he can control the actions of which 

he takes to get through whatever life throws at him). The response makes superficial connections 

between the criteria and Of Mice and Men (George got to Lennie first and shot him for his own 

good) and The Crucible (He has to deal with guilt of lechury against his wife). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant evidence from 

Of Mice and Men to discuss the difficult situations George and Lennie face (George takes care of 

Lennie, Lennie accidently killed their boss’s wife, Their boss was hunting Lennie). The discussion of 

The Crucible (John is faced with difficult situations) and the literary element of characterization is 

more generally developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that although man can’t control circumstance … 

he can do the right thing given the situations. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first 

stating and interpreting the lens, then agreeing with the lens as interpreted, moving to a discussion of 

each work, and ending with a summary conclusion. Internal consistency is weakened by a shift in 

focus from the introductory idea that man should control his actions in order to survive to a 

discussion of doing what is right. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (says the a man, boss what of done, shooting 

him so he didn’t get hurt), with some awareness of audience and purpose (In the book “Of Mice and 

Men,” the two main characters … demonstrate the quote very well). The response occasionally 

makes effective use of sentence structure or length (Like George and Lennie, John is faced with 

difficult situations too). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Crusible, consitering, 

acussing), punctuation (around him but he, “Of Mice and Men,” stories it), and grammar (situations 

… it, John and his wife was, two works … shows) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker in 

meaning. 
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Anchor Level 3 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (man or 

woman … can not change his or hers fate. But how they react to that fall short may affect the rest of 

their lives). The response makes superficial connections between the criteria and The Scarlet Letter 

(why would any woman, or person, choose to suffer a verdict alone when they have the 

oppertunnity to share their guilt) and Romeo and Juliet (But this decision has led to a line of irony 

and murder). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts. Although the discussion of The Scarlet 

Letter is somewhat stronger than the discussion of Romeo and Juliet, both discussions rely on 

general statements and plot summary. 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the circumstances of fate and the idea that how that person 

responds … to their situation may give them failure or success. The response exhibits a rudimentary 

structure consisting of an introduction and two body paragraphs but lacks a conclusion. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I agree with this quote). 

The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (Holding her new 

born daughter in her arms, she stands before the towns people). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (incourage, adultry, 

conceaved), punctuation (“The Scarlet letter”; idea, why; guilt.), and grammar (person … their 

situation and woman … they) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in 

language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 3 – B

 

Anchor Level 3 – B       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (This 

quote mean that something are beyond some peoples control but something you control over). The 

response makes superficial connections between the criteria and The Miracle Worker (she knew … 

she and her teacher work and work on her disability) and The Scarlet Letter (Ester … felt that she 

can control what she do and her silence). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts. The response includes general 

references to a deaf blind and mute chilld and her teacher for The Miracle Worker and to a lady who 

thought her husband had died and feel in love with another man with adultry being frowned upon for 

The Scarlet Letter, but both discussions rely primarily on plot summary. 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on two works of literature that fit the quote. The response exhibits a 

rudimentary structure but is inconsistent, containing several ideas in the introduction (control of … 

love … control in who stay in there life … control when your dying … choic how … to live your life 

the rest of the days you have left) that are not addressed in the response. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (something you control over, there for 

“their,” thought for “though”), with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response exhibits 

some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (In the mircale 

workers talks about … her control). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (chilld and adultry), 

punctuation (peoples control, disability she, “the scarlets letter”), and grammar (quote mean, one of 

the book are call, control what she do) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 3 – C       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (this mean 

you may not be able to control what happens in life, but you can make the best of it). The response 

makes superficial connections between the criteria and To Kill a Mockingbird (In To Kill a 

Mockingbird, you may have nothing Due to the circumstanes but, you make the best of what you’ve 

got) and The Color of Water (In The Color of Water, you can make the best out of any situation). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to both texts are vague (He is 

going through some legil Problems) and repetitive (Mr Cunningham may not have alot but he makes 

the best of what he has, She does not have very much money, She many not have very much money, 

She may not have alot but she makes the best out of every thing). 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on somethings you cannot control but … can make the best of them. 

The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, including an introduction, two body paragraphs, and 

an inconsistent conclusion that introduces new ideas (You can look at things in a good or bad way, 

but have faith and things will get better). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is repetitive and sometimes imprecise (singles mother, She many not, 

kids). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with 

uneven success. 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (circumstanes and sapport), 

punctuation (but, you; got, Mr Cunningham; cant), grammar (he get, he pay, She … work), and the 

use of random capitalization that may hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in 

development. 
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Anchor Level 2 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens, stating that human beings should be able to 

control anything they put they selfs into, but then negates that statement by advising don’t put 

yourself in a situation you cant handle. The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it to 

analyze Of Mice and Men. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the single text used are 

vague (two men … smarter one … the other man who wasn’t smart and if you told him to do 

something). 

Organization Suggests a focus on the critical lens by restating it and suggests some organization through the use of 

connecting language (This quote, Now, Even though), but ideas within paragraphs are only loosely 

related.  
Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary which is sometimes imprecise (then for “than,” where for “were,” of for 

“off”), with little awareness of audience or purpose (Why put yourself in a predicament you can’t 

handle). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with 

uneven success (For example another quote If“ you can’t stand the heat stay out the kitchen”!). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (they selfs, Every body, 

thierselves), punctuation (think but; man”.; handle, It), paragraphing, grammar (a man do and 

everyone has their own), and shifts in point of view that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 

language use and conventions. 



Comp. Eng. Rating Guide — Jan. ’13 [59]

Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 2 – B



Comp. Eng. Rating Guide — Jan. ’13 [60]

Anchor Level 2 – B       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused and incomplete interpretation of the critical lens (people cant make you do 

something you dont wanna do). The response may allude to the critical lens but does not use it to 

analyze Nineteen Minutes or Romeo and Juliet. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to Romeo and Juliet are 

vague (Romeo & Juliet made their own decisons to be together but everyone else didn’t want them 

together). There is no discussion of Nineteen Minutes. 

Organization Suggests a focus by restating the critical lens and suggests some organization through the use of 

paragraphing and connecting language (In the book, but, These two works). The response relies on 

the use of loosely related ideas taken from the task. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (wanna for “want to,” Romeo & Juliet, to for “too,” Cause for 

“Because”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect 

(Cause in their conduct was their own power). The response relies heavily on the language of the 

task. 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (peters conduct; power 

people; dont; together but; way. Cause) and occasional errors in capitalization (peters and people 

cant, i) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2 – C       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (whatever opticle or situation you are put in 

that you need to overcome you will always have your self as a man). The response alludes to the 

critical lens but does not use it to analyze The Crucible or The Freedom Writers Diary. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas (It Explain the hardwork of man, female, 

humanBians period), but this single reference to The Freedom Writers Diary is vague. There is no 

discussion of The Crucible. 

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization through the use of paragraphing. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (their enter most deepest feeling). The response reveals little 

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Doesn’t matter how you present your self 

But how you show your critibility). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (opticle, your self, Discribes, 

opion, Cruiciuale), punctuation (overcome you; life That’s; power, Doesn’t), grammar (Two works 

… supports … is and It Explain), and capitalization that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 1 – A     

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens. (I agree with this quote because some times 

a guy is in the predicument … then he’ll fix it). The response reflects no analysis of any texts. 

Development Minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus on the lens by restating and agreeing with it. The single paragraph response 

suggests organization through the use of some connecting language (because, but, then). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (guy and he’ll fix it), with little awareness of audience or purpose. The 

response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (some times and predicument) 

and punctuation (power”. by and Benjamin Disraeli, I) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1 

because the response makes no reference to any text. 

 

Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 1 – A
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Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 1 – B

 

Anchor Level 1 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Does not refer to the critical lens beyond restating it. The response reflects no analysis of A Raisin in 

the Sun. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond the statement that there was a family. 

Organization Shows no focus or organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities. 

 



Question 28 – Practice Paper – A
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – A
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – B
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – B
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – C
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – C



Question 28 – Practice Paper – D
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – D
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – D
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Question 28 – Practice Paper – E



Practice Paper A–Score Level 4   

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2    

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 

meaning. 

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5   

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in 

development and conventions. 

 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4  

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat stronger in 

meaning. 

 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 3    

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 
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Map to Core Curriculum 

 

The table below shows which core performance indicator or standard and key idea each item is aligned to. 

The numbers in the table represent the question numbers of the examination. 
 

 

 Core Performance 

Indicators 

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3 

Listening 3, 6 2, 5 1, 4 7, 8 

Reading 20, 24 12, 17, 23 13, 15, 19, 25 9, 10, 11, 14, 

16, 18, 21, 22 

Writing 26, 27, 28 26, 27, 28 26, 27, 28 26, 28 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2013 Regents
Comprehensive Examination in English will be posted on the Department’s web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on Tuesday, January 22, 2013. Conversion
charts provided for previous administrations of the Regents Comprehensive
Examination in English must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this
administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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