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Anchor Level 6 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement and 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis, stating that only in the face of great adversity can true 

virtue and hope be displayed and noting that good people shine the brightest when they are 

surrounded by a society of malice and oppression. The response uses the criteria to make insightful 

analysis of To Kill a Mockingbird (However, it is in this state of unrest and hardship that the calm 

and mild-mannered Atticus is able to shine brightest and prove his moral superiority) and of The 

Grapes of Wrath (John Steinbeck … shows the ability of a few migrants to maintain their humanity 

and a sense of hope in spite of the incessant hostility of their society). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from To Kill a Mockingbird (When Atticus, a lawyer, is chosen to defend a black man 

charged with the rape of a white woman, the true colors of the townsfolk are shown; The racist 

townspeople threaten Atticus, frighten his children, and cause vicious unrest; Atticus defends the 

black man to the best of his ability) and from The Grapes of Wrath (The main characters, the Joad 

family, are thrown off their land, By the end of the novel, the family of thirteen is comprised of only 

six, Tom Joad begins to preach ideals of the Bible). The response incorporates appropriate literary 

elements, discussing the use of contrasting perspectives and imagery in the texts. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on how noble men and women of an ignoble 

world can shine when necessity calls on them. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, 

first interpreting the lens and defining good people, then discussing the overwhelming obstacles 

faced by Atticus Finch and the incessant hostility of their society encountered by the Joads, and 

ending with a summary conclusion that emphasizes the difficulty faced by such noble men and 

women. The response makes skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions (Thus, highlighting; 

Despite this suffering; Therefore). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (virtuous qualities gain 

prominence, denizens of his community, the staunchly contrasting perspectives), with a notable sense 

of voice and awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to enhance meaning (This necessity is most effective when in the form of hardship or 

intense suffering). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement and 

clearly establishes the criteria for analysis, stating that sometimes it may take living through misery 

to fully appreciate how to gain the insight that will bring comfort to one. The response uses the 

criteria to make insightful analysis of The Crucible (Elizabeth in her misery is able to regain faith in 

her husband and such insight into her spouse brings Elizabeth comfort) and of A Raisin in the Sun 

(Although Walter loses his dream of owning a liquor store, the insight he gains into his family is 

worth much more). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from The Crucible (Elizabeth Proctor … is somewhat exstranged from her husband John 

who has committed adultry and In his attempt to save his wife and discredit Abigail, John Proctor 

himself is found guilty of witchcraft) and from A Raisin in the Sun (Walter receives insurance money 

which he intends to use to fulfill his dream and This dream, however, is shattered when a supposed 

friend runs off with the money Walter intended to invest in the store). The response uses appropriate 

literary elements, discussing characterization in The Crucible and setting in A Raisin in the Sun. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the comfort that insight brings to a person in a 

trying situation (Such “stars” bring comfort to those who view them). The response exhibits a 

logical and coherent structure, first interpreting and agreeing with the lens, then discussing John and 

Elizabeth’s situation in relation to their marriage and the trials, and then discussing Walter’s 

situation in relation to the insurance money and his family. The response ends with a summary 

conclusion that emphasizes the  appropriateness of the chosen texts because of the insights gained by 

Elizabeth Proctor and Walter Younger. The response makes skillful use of appropriate devices and 

transitions (In other words, Instead of viewing, In truth). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (a very obvious observation 

in the physical world, the insanity of the Salem Witch Trials, their figurative stars), with a notable 

sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to enhance meaning (Yet, both characters eventually gain some valuable insight from their 

experiences). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (epifany, 

exstranged, adultry) only when using sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 5 – A

Anchor Level 5 – A      41952 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that sometimes we need to get to that place of all time low to see what is truly 

necessary for the greater good. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis 

of Of Mice and Men (Although George never wanted to hurt Lenny, when they hit that point of true 

darkness, he finally knew what must be done) and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (Although 

Harry did not want to die … he knew what had to be done). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from both 

texts. The response explains George and Lennie’s situation (constantly on the lam and Lenny is a 

man with the mind of a child, and often gets them into trouble). The response shows how George 

reaches a low point when Lennie ends up killing a woman and George takes necessary action (He 

kills Lenny). The response explains Harry’s situation (In the final battle scene, … he learns that he 

himself is the final horcrux. He now knows that he cannot kill Voldemort without dying himself). The 

response shows how Harry reaches a low point when his friends were dying around him and takes 

necessary action (allows the Dark Lord to kill him). The response uses evidence from both texts to 

discuss literary elements by claiming Lenny and Harry function as metaphors. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (It is always darkest before the dawn). The 

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the lens and agreeing with it and then 

presenting for each work the place of all time low reached and resultant actions which George and 

Harry take. Transitions are appropriately used (In this way and He now knows). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Lenny knows not what he does), with evident awareness of 

audience and purpose (a moment when we finally know exactly what we must do to see the light 

again). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (While 

literally this statement is true, only when it is night can we see those balls of gas burning millions of 

lightyears away, this statement has a much deeper meaning). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat stronger in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that difficult circumstances tend to bring out the best in people, and those who truly 

act in an ethical manner stand out in society. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and 

reasoned analysis of The Scarlet Letter (Hester makes ethical decisions despite her difficult 

situation) and The Last of the Mohicans (Hawkeye chose to aid two people whom he could have 

easily ignored but instead rescued them). 
Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from The 

Scarlet Letter (Puritans look scornfully upon adultery and, as punishment, force Hester to wear a 

scarlet “A” for the rest of her life) and from The Last of the Mohicans (Hawkeye is put into a 

difficult situation when he sees several English settlers, specifically Cora and Alice, being tricked by 

a ruthless Huron Indian). The response discusses setting in The Scarlet Letter (Hester Prynne is a 

single mother living in a Puritan society) and Hester’s character (Hester uses her talents of 

embroidery to help those in need) and setting in The Last of the Mohicans (Hawkeye is a white 

frontiersman living with Native American companions) and Hawkeye’s character (Hawkeye again 

makes the ethical promise to rescue the two damsels in distress). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the idea that difficult circumstances allow 

people to make ethical decisions and truly stand out in society. The response exhibits a logical 

sequence of ideas by first interpreting the critical lens and expressing agreement with it, then 

presenting information from each work to support the interpretation, then moving from the difficult 

circumstances to ethical choices made, and finally consolidating both arguments in the conclusion. 

Transitions are appropriately used (Eventually and For his efforts). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (The 

ethical decisions of both characters, even in trying times, makes them stand out in society). The 

response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (The townspeople 

eventually recognize that Hester is, in fact, acting more Puritan than those free of the sin of 

adultery). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (adultress and 

riticule) only when using sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that only in times of sorrow, or darkness, can one truely experience hope and 

appreciation. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of The Grapes of 

Wrath (The companionship which they encounter provides them with a brief sense of relief, the light 

which they have been seeking) and The Great Gatsby (Thus, Gatsby proves the idea that 

appreciation of others can stem from hopelessness). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from The 

Grapes of Wrath (suffering from drought and debt, The Joads then set off for California, they find 

friends and work) and from The Great Gatsby (losing his loved one, Daisy; Daisy as the epitome of a 

perfect woman; a beam of Green Light) to demonstrate that people can experience hope and 

appreciation only after enduring hardship. The response integrates the literary elements of setting for 

The Grapes of Wrath (the setting conspires against them, but their powerful family bonds enables 

them to prevail) and of symbolism for The Great Gatsby (Gatsby seeing the Light only in the 

darkness of night … in the grimmest of times) into the discussion. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on characters who are able to appreciate beauty 

and hope … only after experiencing hardship). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, 

first interpreting and agreeing with the lens, moving to a cause/effect presentation of information to 

support the interpretation for The Grapes of Wrath (The Joads are struggling to survive … However, 

in their state of darkness, they are able to see the light) and for The Great Gatsby (Gatsby 

experiences … heartbreaking sorrow … However, in parting from her, Gatsby begins to truely 

appreciate the beauty and the extent of his loss), and ending with a conclusion that refocuses on the 

lens. Transitions are appropriately used (Similary and Thus). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (They gain a sense … of Edenic plenty), with evident 

awareness of audience and purpose (Their ability to “see the stars” stems from their prior suffering). 

The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Each day, for 

years, Gatsby dreams of meeting her once more). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (truely, elavates, illastrate), 

punctuation (1920’s; the poor and war; Daisy), capitalization (Literary Works and Green Light), and 

grammar (family are and bonds enables) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis (As 

darkness overpowers one’s ability to live, light always finds little ways to show itself). The response 

makes implicit connections between the criteria and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (He found 

a way out of the darkness … his dark life could be so much brighter) and The Scarlet Letter 

(Hester’s daughter, Pearl, represents the star that Hester sees through the darkness). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant evidence from 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn to explain why Huck is consumed by darkness and pain (a 

young boy … forced to grow up too fast; his alcoholic father; His father was abusive, both mentally 

and physically) and from The Scarlet Letter to describe factors contributing to Hester’s complete 

darkness (town of Boston, where everyone believed her to be an adultress and an outcast). The 

discussion of literary elements is less specifically developed, referencing symbol but not explaining 

its use in either text. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the idea that only when one’s life is filled with 

so much darkness and pain is one able to find the light. The response exhibits a logical sequence of 

ideas, beginning with an interpretation of the lens, then presenting information from both works to 

support the interpretation by first establishing the darkness faced and then moving to the brightness 

created by someone’s star, and concluding with a reiteration of the interpretation. Appropriate 

devices and transitions are used (Somehow through this disaster, Forced to become an outcast, 

eventually is able). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 

character of Hester Prynne … also has a guiding light that brought her out of her darkness). The 

response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Only when that small 

amount of hope is desperately needed does it then appear and overcome the darkness which is 

controlling one’s thoughts). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (adultress, eachother, relys), 

punctuation (novel and, mother and, her “star”.), and grammar (someone’s star … their and one’s 

life … they) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat stronger in 

organization. 
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Anchor Level 4 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis, 

stating only when times get a little tough do you notice those who are true heroes stand out. The 

response makes implicit connections between the criteria and The Scarlet Letter (Based on her point 

of view of this situation was she in true darkness, yet she still shone so brightly in this dark) and The 

Crucible (He needed to be the shining star in this casenario). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant evidence from 

The Scarlet Letter to discuss Hester’s many hardships (Hester had committed adultery; her baby, 

Pearl; ‘A’ on her chest) and from The Crucible to explain John’s point of view (Proctor … lives in a 

time of witches, Abigail … accused his wife of being a witch, girls accusations/lies). The discussion 

of literary elements is less developed, generally referencing point of view and theme for The Scarlet 

Letter and generally referencing characterization and providing plot details that border on plot 

summary for The Crucible. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that it really does take darkness for a star to 

shine. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the quote in the 

introduction, then presenting information about the circumstances each character faces and the 

heroic actions each takes, ending with a reiteration of the lens in the conclusion. Internal consistency 

is weakened through the use of abrupt shifts in focus from point of view to theme to character traits 

(courogeousness). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (write for “right” and he felt as though that), 

with some awareness of audience and purpose (Every person has their own time of shining, but only 

when there’s a time of true darkness around them). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure or length (Because no one knew who the husband was, she was not executed but 

rather wore an ‘A’ on her chest). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (courogeous and spceific), 

punctuation (persons life; girls accusations; strong, he’d), grammar (whom has gone and There were 

a group), and usage (era of which and controlled on) that do not hinder comprehension. 
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – C      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis, 

stating that a bad situation lets you see the good in your life. The response makes implicit 

connections between the criteria and The Scarlet Letter (She focuses her energy on her daughter, 

Pearl) and The Catcher in the Rye (Thats Holden’s way of looking past the dark). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses relevant and specific evidence from 

The Scarlet Letter to discuss bad and good situations in Hester’s life (a Puratin colony, Prynne is 

charged for adultry, endures the mocking of the community). The discussion of The Catcher in the 

Rye and references to symbolism and charactreration are less specifically developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that only when your life is bleak enough can you 

see the good. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the lens, then 

presenting information from both works to support the interpretation, including a separate paragraph 

related to literary elements, and ending with a summary conclusion. The response lacks internal 

consistency through the use of abrupt shifts in focus without effective transitions. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Howethorne’s use of 

symbolism and Salinger’s use of charactreration highlight Martin luther King Jr.’s quote). The 

response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Pearl is the daughter of 

Hester Prynne and the symbol of the good in Hester’s life). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Moissatusels bay, apytrany, 

archytopal), punctuation (First it; quote. The; Thats), grammar (does relates, This because, a 

apytraney), and a lack of proofreading (the fourth board) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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