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Anchor Level 3 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis, stating 

that some people can’t take the truth. The response makes superficial connections between the 

criteria and Death of a Salesman (Willy Loman couldn’t handle the fact that his life wasn’t what it 

was meant to be) and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (The whole town wouldn’t 

let the truth hit them). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some general evidence from Death of a Salesman (Life gets so hard 

for him to face that he commits suicide) and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 

(Arnold, the main charater loses his best friend from telling the truth). The response relies primarily 

on plot summary. 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the idea that the truth could hurt and create a hard time for the 

person. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, presenting an introductory paragraph, a short 

discussion for each work, and a brief conclusion. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (truth is unfavorable, unpopular with the truth, reservation kid) that is 

sometimes informal (life is crashing, let it out, hit them) and imprecise (One work … was from the 

play and loses his best friend from telling the truth), with little awareness of audience or purpose. 

The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven 

success (The setting takes place as him living in the city with his family as a salesman). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (literture and charater, 

punctuation (true, some; truth too; himself and) and grammar (because of …Willy Loman couldn’t 

handle and make him smarter and a better life) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 3 – B       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis, stating 

that many peopel may confuse the truth and false apperance, and can not accept cruel reality. The 

response makes superficial connections between the criteria and The Glass Menagerie (Amanda’s 

mind prove Adlai E. Stevenson’s quote) and Twelve Angry Men (The #3 Juror’s experience proves 

the quote). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from The Glass Menagerie to show how Amanda 

Wingfield can not accept the truth (She always thinks that her daugher has many gentlemen caller). 

The response uses some general evidence from Twelve Angry Men to explain the role of #3 Juror at 

the end of the play. 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on proving Adlai E. Stevenson’s quote. The response exhibits a 

rudimentary structure consisting of an introduction and two body paragraphs but lacks a conclusion. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary which is sometimes imprecise (literature work, make up by her 

collection, marry to a good husband). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure 

or length for effect, but with uneven success (In the play Twelve Angry Men the #3 Juror … knows 

clearly that more and more evidence proof the innocent of the boy, most Jurors vote non-guilt). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (peopel, apperance, 

daugher), punctuation (boy most, right but, often unpopular) and grammar (a antagonist and he … 

vote) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 3 – C       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens, simply saying that the statement ... is true. 

The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it to analyze Ethan Frome or Romeo and 

Juliet. 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from Ethan Frome (a men name Ethan got married to 

someone he shouldn’t have married, rather he falls in love with his wife’s cousin name maddie) and 

from Romeo and Juliet (two young teen who had fall in love over night found the unfortunate news). 

The response relies on plot summaries and does not address literary elements. 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain an appropriate focus on love affairs, simply restating the lens in the 

conclusion (that is why “the truth is often unpopular”). The response exhibits a rudimentary 

structure through the use of paragraphing and transitional phrasing (In Ethan Frome, In Romeo and 

Juliet, Therefore).  

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (there family were enemies with each other), with little awareness of 

audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for 

effect, but with uneven success (Although, those wern’t the only reason why they were ment to be, 

the others around him won’t like the idea they are falling in love, such as his wife). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (eachother, mascaulity, 

ment), punctuation (married, rather; wife and Ethan; eachother, they will) and grammar (two 

literature, this book show a men name Ethan, friend had die) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in 

meaning. 
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Anchor Level 2 – A       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (no one 

wants to hear the truth). The response makes superficial connections to A Lesson Before Dying 

(Every Person that Loves Jefferson dosn’t wants to hear the truth about the time & death of 

Jefferson). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague 

(Jefferson is caught on crime where he has been guilty) and repetitive (the people that knows 

Jefferson wants him to becom a man and Mrs. Emma and Aunti Lulu wants the help of Grant to 

make him a man). There is no discussion of The Outsiders. 

Organization Suggests a focus on people not wanting to hear the truth and suggests some organization. The 

response has an introduction, followed by a single paragraph that includes loosely related statements 

from A Lesson Before Dying. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (caught on crime, lasting of 2 months of living, on his end of 

doom/death). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (By 

agreeing to the statement the two Literature … provided me to support my opinion By Ernest J. 

Gains A Leson Befor Dying. and By The Out Siders). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (frome, becom, dosn’t), 

punctuation (Stevenson statement and while, Mrs.), capitalization (Godmother of and statements By), 

grammar (who is concern of this, The plot … that support, people … knows), and usage (I agree to 

this quote and put to a death row) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 

meaning and conventions. 
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Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (sometime 

the truth hurt). The response alludes to the critical lens, but does not use it to analyze A  

Raisin in the Sun and The Great Gatsby. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Walter 

mom trust him with the cash, he trust his freind to do it, friend run away). There is no discussion of 

The Great Gatsby. 

Organization Suggests a focus on truth hurting but lacks organization. The response consists of one paragraph of 

loosely related statements. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (is true quote, The quotes it is 

sometime, plane for “plan”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve 

an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (stament, afer, dosen’t), 

capitalization (By Adlai Stevenson and Raisin in the sun), punctuation (quote The quotes, The 

Gatsby, time so), and grammar (truth hurt and Walter he) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 2 – C       

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens, stating that This quote it means that the truth it 

never given away. The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it to analyze Like Water 

for Chocolate or Tsotsi. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the text are 

vague (When Mama Elena didn’t trust Tita alot; Elena send Pedro, Rosauda and ther son to; The 

police didn’t trust him what he had in the back). 

Organization Suggests a focus on trust and suggests some organization containing an introduction, two body 

paragraphs consisting of loosely related ideas, and a confusing conclusion. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (There not alot of truth of each other, Other conneting with the 

quote is the novel Tsotsi is in the end of the novel When shoot him, When re return the baby to there 

family). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (alot, connet, alway), 

punctuation (family he, crying he, milk the), and grammar (Elena alway think, didnt do nothing, 

When shoot him) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 1 – A     

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (the truth dont always make a cool or the one 

everybody likes). The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it to analyze any texts, 

offering only a personal response. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas about truth, but makes no references to any 

texts. 

Organization Suggests a focus on the critical lens by restating and agreeing with it. The response lacks 

organization, presenting a series of loosely connected statements about truth, lies, and being cool. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (make a cool and your for you’re), with little 

awareness of audience and purpose (describing the truth can sometimes make you look boring). The 

response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (This quote is point of 

view showing you if i tell the truth I have a old car … and really dont). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (somes and attintion) 

punctuation (dont, lie somtimes it, lie so), capitalization (describing the truth; i tell; car. but) and 

grammar (a old car and People thinks) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at Level 1 because 

the response makes no reference to any text. 
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Anchor Level 1 – B      

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens (people rather lie than to tell the truth). The 

response reflects no analysis of any texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus but lacks organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is some what stronger 

in meaning and organization. 
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4  

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 5   

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3  

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.  

 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4  

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 2   

Conclusion:  Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

 

Map to Core Curriculum 

 
The table below shows which core performance indicator or standard and key idea each item is aligned to. 

The numbers in the table represent the question numbers of the examination. 

 

 Core Performance 

Indicators 
Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3 

Listening 3, 4 1, 6 2, 5 7, 8 

Reading 9 15, 16, 19, 21 10, 17, 24, 25 
11, 12, 13, 14, 

18, 20, 22, 23 

Writing 26, 27, 28 26, 27, 28 26, 27, 28 26, 28 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2013 Regents
Comprehensive Examination in English will be posted on the Department’s web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on Tuesday, August 13, 2013. Conversion
charts provided for previous administrations of the Regents Comprehensive
Examination in English must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this
administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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