
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, June 17, 2004— 9:15 to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Visit the site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Latest Information” for any recently
posted information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rat-
ing process for this examination begins and at least one more time before the final scores
for the examination are recorded.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  1 (7)  3
(2)  4 (8)  4
(3)  3 (9)  1
(4)  2 (10)  4
(5)  1 (11)  2
(6)  4 (12)  3

(13)  4
(14)  1
(15)  3
(16)  2
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, identifying the importance West Africans give to the

power of speech and to the man empowered to lead them in their discussions, the griot. The
response makes insightful connections between the text and the task, noting that a griot
performs many functions in West African society and that formal training centers around the
acquisition of tools needed for effective storytelling.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of details from the text
to discuss the duties of a griot (First he must memorize the folklore, history, and mythology of
his people) and the development of a griot (However, only those children who reveal unusual
talent are chosen to apprentice with a master griot).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on griot tradition. The response exhibits a logical and
coherent structure by first explaining the role of the griot, expanding to discuss the exacting
process involved in becoming a griot, and concluding with discussion of the future of this
traditional use of speech. Each paragraph addresses key ideas from the text, smoothly
connected through the use of appropriate devices (Filling such an important community role,
Apprentices begin formal training, Eventually).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (This paradox, cultural
components, mundane tasks), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and
purpose. The response varies sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (Lessons are
often taught or problems solved in village meetings where the griot tells his people meaningful
stories filled with descriptive images).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, explaining that in West Africa, members of the griot

caste are responsible for maintaining and passing on the history, myths and traditions that are
the cultural fabric of their people. The response makes insightful connections between the text
and task, even comparing the role of the griot to that of the poets and minstrels of the Middle
Ages.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, using a wide range of relevant and specific details from the
text to identify the duties of the griot (Griots sing songs, tell stories, and mediate discussions
and  griots preserve the genealogy and history of their nobles) and to explain how the tradition
is passed on through apprenticeships (Only those exhibiting appropriate characteristics are
called into apprenticeships and The apprenticeship begins with menial duties of cooking and
cleaning, and at all times listening).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the place of griots in their society and on the passing
down of griot tradition. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure by first
explaining the griot tradition, then expanding to discuss the choosing and training of griots,  and
finally by addressing the threat to this tradition posed by modern technology. Coherence is
maintained through skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions (Like the poets, In
addition, Today).

Language Use Uses language that is stylistically sophisticated, with a notable sense of voice and awareness of
audience and purpose (Apprentices study with masters who are well steeped in the griot
tradition). The response skillfully varies sentence structure and length to enhance meaning (To
their apprentices they will pass their accumulated knowledge).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text by stating that griots have traditionally preserved

the culture of West African villages. The response makes clear and explicit connections to the
task (griots have done their work through oral tradition).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses relevant details from the text to
describe the griot’s role as teacher and its impact on the culture (The griot is responsible to
memorize the myths, epics, folktales … and pass this knowledge to future generations and Ken
Hawkinson observed the practical application of griot teaching). The response includes the
process of passing on the griot tradition, but with little explanation.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the griot tradition. Ideas are logically sequenced,
beginning with analysis of a metaphor (the mother cow can be equated to the village griot …
the young calves represent future generations of learners) that establishes the order of the
discussion. The response uses appropriate transitions throughout (One such saying, rather than,
Today).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (Even then only the most promising candidates), with evident
awareness of audience (the oral tradition is emphasized). The response varies sentence structure
and length to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in development.
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating through their use of stories … griots hope

to keep their tradition alive. The response makes clear connections to the task (To become a
griot, you must be born into their caste and training is believed to be the start of releasing the
apprentice’s inner talents).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the text to
explain the extensive training of the griot apprentice (build, fix, and play instruments;
memorizes the culture’s history; play musical instruments while reciting stories). The griot is
mentioned as the leader of this … discourse, but his role is not well developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the griot tradition (The purpose of teaching these
children is to keep the griot tradition alive). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas,
moving from a description of the griot culture and its importance, to an explanation of how it is
passed down, and concluding with threats from the modern world of television and … instant
information. Transitions are used appropriately within paragraphs (While some … others, The
apprentice is taught, The apprentice also memorizes, The apprentice finally learns).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (Emphasis is placed on delivery and style to increase the
entertainment value of the presentations), with evident awareness of audience and purpose
(This [griot culture survival] becomes an increasingly difficult task). The response varies
structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (numberous,
geneology, heirarchy).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text by presenting the griot tradition in West Africa as

a unique way of passing down the history of its people and by showing how the griot traddition
is being passed down. The response makes clear and explicit connections to the task (In West
Africa they believe that speaking of the past will pass down history and instill knowledge in
young minds).

Development Develops ideas clearly, using specific details from the text to explain how griots teach about
society and history through mythology and how the tradition is passed to griot children who
show promise (Griot appentices start out cooking, and cleaning, but above all listening and
observing; They … learn to play intruments; They … learn about family politics).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the historical and cultural importance of the griot.
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, beginning with a discussion of the
importance of the past, moving  to a description of the griot’s role and training, and ending with
emphasis on the art of story telling to pass down important history and culture. Appropriate
transitions are used throughout the response.

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate, with some awareness of audience and purpose (They are
known as living libraries who conect people to their tradditions and history). The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (These mythological stories and
tradations are known to all, but it is left to the griots to pass them down).

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (accompanyment,
relize, societys, story telling) and occasional omissions in punctuation (For example one, griots
tales, Africans ability, To conclude all societys) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
weaker in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, addressing how the griot tradition helps families

learn about their history. The response generally makes clear connections to the task (Griot
tradition is passed on to children).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific details to explain how
the tradition is passed on to apprenticed griots who  are coached by elders to enhance their
gesture and sense of style when story telling. The description of the griot’s role is less
developed (Griots will give speeches to a noble family and teach them about certain things).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the griot tradition and exhibits a logical sequence of
ideas by first addressing the role of the griot, followed by a discussion of how the tradition is
passed on, and concluding with problems affecting the tradition. The response lacks internal
consistency by losing the chronological progression of ideas at the end of paragraph 4.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, although sometimes imprecise (But some people
learn how to) and the informal use of symbols detracts from the sense of audience. The
response exhibits some attempts to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (They learn
how to play music and tell stories @ the same time. Basically stories through music).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (story telling and
geneolgy), punctuation (West, Africa; ‘living library’; history??), and agreement (one even
realizes they and music + stories … is) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualitities.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, presenting the griot tradition as one that uses speech

as a way to learn and entertain. The response makes implicit connections to the text (you need
somebody who pass them along).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific details from the text to
explain how griots pass along the traditions (Griots use “old speech”; a collection of tales;
griots preserve the nobles’ past; Griots record traditions, learn entertainment). The importance
of mythology introduced in paragraph 2 and the apprentice program mentioned in paragraph 4
are left undeveloped.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the griot tradition. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas by first introducing the oral tradition, then addressing the role of the griot,
how the tradition is passed on, and factors that affect the future of the tradition.

Language Use Uses appropriate language with some awareness of audience (We all know of different social
classes). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure. Some language is
copied from the multiple-choice items.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (preform), punctuation
(generation you need and peasants but), and word omissions (due technological advances).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that  the griot tradition of West Africa is one

of speech and myths. The response makes implicit connections between information contained
in the text and the assigned task (Only those who show a strong promise will be rewarded).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response gives specific and relevant details to
explain how the griot tradition is passed on in paragraph 3, but the role of the griot is less
developed (The griots only pass on myths, epics, music, songs, and dances which is known as
the old speech).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the West African griot tradition established in the
opening paragraph. The response generally exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first
establishing the griot’s role, then presenting the steps involved in achieving that status, and
concluding with ideas about the tradition’s future. Organization is weakened at the end of
paragraph 2 when the focus on science versus mythology abruptly shifts to the topic of the old
speech.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (hoping to one day carry on in
generation), with some awareness of the audience (we pass on to generations using science).
The response attempts to vary sentence structure with uneven success (So as you can see …
through speech).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (intrest and dormat) and
punctuation (in the sky we and master griot hoping) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in language use.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, identifying griots as people that believe that speech

links people together and establishes order. The response makes generally superficial
connections to the task (While some children have the opportunity to attend formal schools
others have to learn the griots traditions and values of society).

Development Develops ideas briefly. While details taken from the text are interspersed throughout the
response, these details often supply little support for ideas being discussed (Children attend
story telling events with their parents and Then they would beat their drum).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on people that are called griots. The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure, but this structure is based on loosely organized paragraphs which lack
transitional cohesion.

Language Use Relies on generally basic, although occasionally imprecise, language (They play music to
entertain people that lead people). The response attempts to vary sentence structure with
uneven success (Then be a said a speech by his/her mother).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (story telling and
appentices), use of the apostrophe (families greatness and griots traditional ways), and use of
the comma (For instance a and others they) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Griots are used to pass down stories of folklore and

history). Connections to the text are generally superficial [Griots do this (passing of tradition)
by storytelling and or singing while playing musical insturments].

Development Develops ideas briefly. The response uses some details from the text (“Speech gives birth to
mother” and “old speech”) but does not adequately discuss the role of a griot or accurately
explain how the tradition is passed on (The child of a Griot will grow up to be a Griot).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on griot tradition. The response exhibits a rudimentary
structure, but information in the body paragraph shows little organization. The response lacks a
conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (By this means tradition is passed on as
was as stories of their past). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or
length with uneven success (It is a way to let people express their emotions and commonly in
west Africa= folklore).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (varietie, insturments, any
one), capitalization (west Africa and Griots), grammar (speech help), and usage (and or) that do
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that a griot is known as the tradition leader.

The response makes few connections to the task (To be a griot one have to be born into a griot
family, and follow educational processes).

Development Develops ideas about griot education briefly, using some details from the text (those who are
not called upon follow the tradition in becoming a farmer and so on and Music is one of major
education have to learn in order to become a griot). Descriptions of the griot tradition are
vague (elders holds the wisdom you gain and A griot provides music to entertain and support
the people) and occasionally unjustified (The West African used science).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the importance of elders and the education of griots. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure with weak transitions (In the education part). The
ideas in paragraph 2 (born into a griot family and educational processes) are repeated in
paragraph 3, creating some inconsistency.

Language Use Uses language that is generally basic and sometimes imprecise (their for “there” and education
is what they have to learn), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response
attempts to vary sentence structure with uneven success (Griot children attend story telling with
their parents … others follow tradition).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting errors in comma use (their is alot to learn, the
elders holds and into a griot family, and follow) and grammar (it say that, you have to born, no
matter what happen) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys  a confused understanding of the text (The griot use science and mythology). The

response alludes to the text, but makes unwarranted connections to the task (The griot are
fishman and farmer).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (They tell stories
and sing song) or unjustified (The griot pray everyday).

Organization Establishes a focus on the griot tradition of West Africa. The response lacks organization,
consisting of a series of loosely connected statements (The children of the griot, The name
griot, To be the best griot).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (past for “passed” and there for “their”). The response reveals
little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect, generally using poorly constructed
simple sentences (The name griot will be past down too with the wisdom).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (fishman, promblem,
everyday), subject / verb agreement (tradition … are and The T.V. are), and formation of
plurals.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (I will be talking about the role the West African

people do to get through life). The response alludes to the text, but makes unwarranted
connections to the task (The wiser or the elder relitive have to talk about the old way).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are generally irrelevant (the
type of charecters in the West Africa villiage are different) or unjustified (These people go some
days without eating).

Organization Suggests a focus on West Africa and the griots, and suggests some organization. The response
mixes ideas within paragraphs (appointed chief … has power, type of charecters, the kids have
to take after thier Father) and lacks connections between paragraphs.

Language Use Uses basic language that is frequently imprecise (After Review this Essay and I found out what
a great villiage they are). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but
with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (away for “a way”,
relitive, depenable), capitalization (Wiser, Griots, america), and grammar (relitive have and
thier laid) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (The groit … tell storys and myths). The response

makes unclear connections to the task (to become a groit and hear there words and storys you
have to be born into the family by the mother).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (the children listen
to the elderly and the young men are farmers) or unjustified (the groits believe that T.V and
other technology is bad it burns the brain away).

Organization Suggests a focus on the groit tradition, but lacks organization. The response consists of a single
paragraph of loosely connected ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (storys … are passed on thought generations of old people that
speech the langauge). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve
an effect (the groits are people).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (groit, preist, traing),
capitalization (west Africa, people. this, Faction), and punctuation (storys you and mother the)
that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding, stating that the griots followed myths to

help them out. The response makes no connections to the task.
Development Is minimal. The response mentions some ideas from the text (myths, old speech, songs of praise

+ living libraries) but fails to develop any of them.
Organization Suggests a focus on West African traditions and suggests some organization with a two

paragraph structure.
Language Use Is minimal.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding, stating that old speech is given only when birth its

mother). The response makes no original connections between information in the text and the
assigned task.

Development Is minimal, relying on an undeveloped list of statements copied directly from the task and
multiple-choice questions.

Organization Shows no focus or organization.
Language Use Is minimal, containing little original student language.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Part A — Practice Paper – E



[45]

 Practice Paper A–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents and the task by explaining how global warming

began, the current indications of its detrimental effects, the potential consequences of future

environmental changes and the devastating effects on humans. The response makes insightful

connections to the task explaining how a paucity of drinkable water could lead to conflict in
Africa, as well as how crop failure can lead to starvation.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, using a wide range of relevant data from the map about

heatstroke, major flooding and drought. The response uses specific evidence from the text

regarding the seeds of global warming, the effects of the global warming, and the responsibility

of humans to keep the climate from … complete turmoil.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the threat global warming poses to all the

inhabitants of the Earth. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas first discussing how

the advent of the Industrial Revolution initiated global warming, followed by a discussion of the

effects of climate change, and concluding with a directive to do everything we can to end it.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (nominal, potable,

flora and fauna). The response exhibits a notable sense of voice (Since we are responsible and

If we are unable to prevent), awareness of audience and purpose, and variety of sentence

structure to enhance meaning (Global warming is not a naturally occuring phenomenon; it was

… of humans).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents and the task by explaining how man’s love

affair with machinery can lead to devastation unless man refrains from ... excessive use of
machinery. The response makes generally clear and explicit connections between the

documents and the task by showing that data collected by the IPCC prove the danger of carbon

dioxide and methane, which should make the world shudder at what mankind has done to itself.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, using relevant data from the documents to discuss how glacier

and Arctic Permafrost melt could cause rising seas, forcing 4 million Nigerians … to migrate

and how the spread of … diseases is already noticeable in the U.S.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how global warming is … slowly endangering the
human race. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first showing how gases

have raised temperatures and then discussing the effects on human life (forced to move out,

contamination of water supplies, diseases, Heat stroke). Transitions are skillfully used (As the
temperature continues to climb, In both cases, also be affected).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (skeptics, profusion,

emitting), with a notable sense of voice (seas drown the capital city) and awareness of audience

and purpose. The response varies sentence structure and length, integrating quoted material

(That CO2 … culpability and According to Bill Easterly … warming).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (humaity),

punctuation (misplaced or missing quotation marks), and capitalization (panel on Climate

change and Virus).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in meaning and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of both documents by discussing the idea that global

warming is one of “‘tommorrow’s problems.” The response makes clear and explicit

connections between the information and ideas in the documents and the task stating that global

warming will hit home harder than anyone could have thought.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently by posing questions and/or offering personal scenarios

(Do you live in a city on the East Coast, such as New York city). Each question is accompanied

by specific and relevant details about global warming (look past the increase of malaria and

other insect related diseases, watch out for those wildfires … have the water to fight them).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on global warming and its effects. The response

exhibits a logical sequencing of ideas, moving from world issues (The world is full of problems

and ice caps … will melt, causing the sea level to rise) to individual ones (increase fatigue and

heat stroke) to a conclusion that returns the reader to the original scenario. Appropriate

transitional devices are used (Besides leaving people and The truth is).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent, with evident awareness of audience (Do you enjoy

organic foods and Don’t forget your travelling air conditioner), but occasionally informal (OK,

so you live and Well your right).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (espicially),

punctuation, and grammar that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding by explaining how the environment has been affected by

global warming and how these effects have caused an impact on humans. The response makes

clear and explicit connections between both documents and the task (glaciers … have melted

and people would be forced to relocate), although there is some confusion between present and

future consequences as interpreted from the map (The east coast ... has been hit with …
malaria).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from both

documents to discuss global warming (a 9ºF  difference … caused  the last ice age to end) and

to support the idea that the effects of global warming are very real and there is much evidence

to prove it. The response uses references to the Kyoto Protocol and a quote by Dr. Lemonick to

support the need to act now.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus by first identifying the problem (Global warming has
become a full-fledged risk that now presents severe consequences) and proceeds to a cause-

effect approach in the body, first explaining the process of global warming and then

exemplifying its consequences. The response concludes with reinforcement of the issues (still
threatens the existence of the whole Earth) and the offering of a partial solution (must try … by

changing their lifestyles).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (note-worthy and ever-increasing rate of

industrialization) but occasionally imprecise (that made certain and of global rising on
humans). The response exhibits faulty parallel structure (crops would be … and animal races

extinct), but with evident awareness of audience and purpose (I am writing to you … important

matter). The response varies sentence structure and length to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (and if this
and place but) and agreement (Droughts … it is and rate … keep).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualitites.
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by making clear and explicit connections

between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Global warming is

increasing … due to human activity and inhabitants of the United States … could be … insect

borne diseases) to discuss global warming and how it may affect humans.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently using relevant and specific details from both

documents. The response presents textual evidence of the problem (thirty percent rise and

increase in temperatures from 2.5ºF to 10.4ºF) and its effects (Higher temperatures …
exacerbate respiratory illnesses), and follows up with a discussion of consequences supported

by details from the map (This could be prominent in Mexico).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the dangers of global warming as introduced in the

first paragraph and reinforced in subsequent paragraphs through synonymous phrasing (threat,
destruction, actions). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first defining the

problem, then presenting known effects and possible consequences and, finally, proposing that

action be taken. Appropriate devices and transitions are used.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original with evident awareness of audience and purpose (As
the years go by … a more deleterious threat to civilization as we know it) although sometimes

imprecise (theories … were skeptical). The response varies structure and length of sentences to

control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (severy
and postbone) and punctuation (flourish, however and insects like … carry malaria, will rise)

that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A

[63]



[64]

Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by explaining the harmful effects of global

warming on people and the need for people to take action. The response makes generally clear

connections to the task (The death rates will increase rapidly due to disease … crop failure).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

regarding the effects of global warming (Land will become flooded and diseases caused from
ticks and mosquitos), but the reasons for global warming are not developed (People know what

is causing global warming).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (People need to be made aware of the effects of global

warming on humans). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first discussing

information about effects of global warming from the text followed by information presented in

the graphic. The response is framed by a brief introduction and a conclusion. Some transitions

are used (Not only could …it can also and According to a map).

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language. The response exhibits an awareness of audience and

purpose (It is important for people to realize the effects global warming will have) and

occasionally uses longer sentences for effect (According to the article global warming will

cause severe storms and droughts, causing problems for farmers).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (mosquitos, occure,
through out), punctuation (iceage if; tipping point. Which; world causing), and grammar

(effects … is and scientist call) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – B 

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by discussing how heat-trapping gases are

causing a greenhouse effect, resulting in ecological disaster. The response makes primarily

implicit connections between the documents and the task (Agriculture would dramatically

change).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents to develop some possible outcomes if the ice caps melt (water levels could

rise and This might … dilute the ocean) and if the Artic permafrost melts (it might release

methane and more water might evaporate). Current evidence of global warming (Animals now
are affected and Drought has increased) is only briefly developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the greenhouse effect and its many devastating

effects and exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first defining the problem, then presenting a

cause-effect discussion of the potential impact of the Arctic permafrost melting, concluding

with a paraphrase of the original concern (Global warming could have a cotastrophical affect).

The response lacks internal consistency by discussing the effects on wildlife as well as present

and future weather-related concerns in a single paragraph.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate, but sometimes imprecise language (have been being and affect on
humans), with some awareness of audience and purpose (Global warming’s effects … could

throw the chain of life into turmoil). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence

structure (Wildlife would be devasted … and weather patterns disrupted).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Artic), punctuation (made
shading and clouds which), and grammar (temperatures have rising and Migration are) that do

not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Global warming is a serious issue and
humans should be well aware of its effects) and makes a few connections to the task.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (deaths due to diseases, caused

by insects and  increase in floods, fires, crops destruction and pollution).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the effects of global warming. The response exhibits a

rudimentary structure, progressing from the identification of global warming as a threat to its

effects but lacks a conclusion.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (it’s is and become

inhabitable). The response exhibits some awareness of audience (For those of you that don’t
know) and  occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (Contemporary

scientists are trying … is yet to be found).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in grammar (crops destruction and in

the earth) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Global warming has is having a larger affect

on the planet). The response makes few connections to the assigned task (Global Warming may
make it too hard to live on this planet for humans, plants, and animals).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (Temperatures will keep going

up and Waters could become contaminated). The response lists consequences of global

warming taken from the map (heat waves, crops, pollution) without elaboration.

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus (human activity has actually increased temperatures
worldwide). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure of three paragraphs.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (The first passage tells), with little awareness of audience and

purpose (It’s slowly killing our planet and some people fail to see it). The response occasionally

makes effective use of sentence structure (However, with a … we now know). Some language is

copied from the documents.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (costal, bleeaching,

becomming) and punctuation (on the map are; heat and shown are; fires) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (now it has been proven that the earth is

warming due to greenhouse gasses). The response makes few connections to the assigned task

(we can slow it down by making more restrictions on the amount of Carbon Dioxide that is sent

off into the atmosphere).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Crops might start to die down,

Animals will start to migrate towards the poles, the melting of glacial areas).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on greenhouse gases and their effects (There is data that has

been taken from every year to show that the rate of heating … has increased). The response

exhibits rudimentary structure, listing some statistics on global warming, results, and a call to

action (We as human beings have to slow down the ejection of greenhouse gasses).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (ejection for “emission” and rate for

“likelihood”). The response attempts to vary sentence structure but with uneven success (There

is data … that the rate of heating that is going on, on the earth has increased dramaticlly).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (flodding, definetly,
drasticly) and punctuation (We as human beings have and In conclusion the) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by stating Global Warming is a Major threat in the
World today. The response makes superficial connections to the assigned task (If we try to

control the amount of carbon dioxide … it might make the Earth last longer) No references to

the map are made.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at consequences that still occur because of global warming (it is
easier to get Burnt). The response makes vague references to the text (Carbon dioxide).

Organization Suggests a focus on global warming and that if it is Not Watched carefully, there could be

negative consequences. The response lacks organization, with one paragraph consisting of a

series of loosely related ideas taken from the text.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (cause sevaral damages to the earth and contaminate water

supplies salt). The use of run on sentences indicates little awareness of how to use sentences to

achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (in to, Notisible, rize),

punctuation (consideration it and Eventually Global), capitalization (Major and Rising), and

grammar (To who is, has already has, them to try them) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in meaning and conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – B
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Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2 – B       

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (Global warming is where there are

countries around the world for which they may have some global effects). The response

connects to the task by copying the prompt.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at the causes and effects of global warming but most references

are vague (Most of these effects result from changes in the climate). The response repeats ideas

about malaria and crop failure.

Organization Suggests a focus on how global warming affects people (One of the global effects that may

affect humans is diseases). The response suggests an organization through an introduction and

conclusion that copy the task, and through the use of transitions (Another major effect and As a
result).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (the studying changing; Where for which, in order; That means

there is no food to grow for which people will be starving) or copied from the text.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control with occasional errors in punctuation (may affect humans; or

floods, overflowing; for which, warmer wetter), capitalization (Global, Patterns, Refugees), and

usage that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – C
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Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (We first notice … a problem when the

Industrial revolution began and in mexico they are the most in dangeour … from pollution).
The response makes an unclear connection to the task by stating that the reader should try to do

something about it.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas about how weather has been getting hotter and the
effects of this problem (we will kill it and kill our selves). The response makes vague references

to the documents indicating that animals change their migration patterns in order to be only

cooler.  Some references are irrelevant (I suffer from respiratory problem).

Organization Establishes a focus on our world problem, Global Warning but fails to maintain that focus. The

response exhibits a rudimentary structure with an introduction, a brief discussion of possible

consequences, and a conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (This letter is regard and We now we have), and unsuitable for

the audience (As you will keep on reading and deep trouble). The response shows little

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (puloting, neightboors,

tutins) and grammar (keeped records, was causes, in dangeour for dying) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes reference to the text and the

task (Global warming will have a devistating affect and carbon dioxide … pre-industrial
levels), although there is virtually no original thought. The response makes no reference to the

graphic.

Development Is minimal. The response consists of details taken from the text (changing weather patterns and
how they relate to global warning) with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus by identifying global warming and the idea that it can be harmful, but lacks an

organization.

Language Use Is minimal. The response uses language that is predominantly copied.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response fits criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

organization.



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response refers to the fact that we as a class

like to discuss global warming and mentions the map you sent us.

Development Is minimal. The response refers to the map and lists some items on it, but with no reference to

the task.

Organization Shows no focus or organization.

Language Use Is minimal, consisting of only two sentences and ending with a fragment.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Part B — Practice Paper – A



Part B — Practice Paper – A
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Part B — Practice Paper – B
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Part B — Practice Paper – B
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Part B — Practice Paper – C
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Part B — Practice Paper – C
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Part B — Practice Paper – E
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Part B — Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.








