
SESSION TWO

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Wednesday, August 18, 2004— 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Visit the site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Latest Information” for any recently
posted information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the
rating process for this examination begins and at least one more time before the final
scores for the examination are recorded.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session Two answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A multiple-choice questions to
the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each student’s 
SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session Two
Correct Answers

Part A
(1)  2
(2)  1
(3)  4
(4)  2
(5)  3
(6)  2
(7)  4
(8)  1
(9)  3

(10)  4 
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One,
and determining the student’s final score for the examination. The chart located on the
Department’s web site should be used for determining the final examination score.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts (wonders in nature

… have existed far outside both the realm of control and understanding of man and Miracles
are frequent). The response makes insightful connections to this idea (Passage I demonstrates
two connections by the use of imagery and subsequent imagery … joins with irony to explain
the row of trees as merely another wonder of nature).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
evidence to describe connections between species in and another miracle of nature. The
response skillfully interweaves quotes from the text to illustrate literary elements (This theme is
shown not only by the imagery of the line of trees and their surroundings, but also by lines 11-
14: “And so I tramped on further, to survey / Amazing patterns … Not subject to our stiff
geometries”).

Organization Maintains the focus on our amazing natural environment. The response exhibits a logical and
coherent structure, using the literary elements of imagery and irony to organize ideas. The
response uses appropriate transitions (As more and more fish are caught, Imagery is also used
in Passage II, Irony is again present). The conclusion restates the idea that nature is beautiful –
full of miracles.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using precise language (interweaves point of view … with structure
and amplifying the connections among them all). The response varies sentence structure to
enhance meaning (We will never be capable of understanding … even more amazing surprises).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, with several errors in the use of ellipses in
sophisticated constructions.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea (Humans sometimes need to open their eyes and be grateful for

the surroundings which they have not created) that reveals a thorough understanding of both
texts. The response makes clear and explicit connections between this idea and both texts (The
author of this passage shows the wonder and even the horror in an ecosystem that is typically
not noticed and This person … realizes no man created this formation).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, effectively using relevant and specific evidence. The response
discusses the flight of a strange black bird … overlooked by preoccupied people and discusses a
simile used to describe Rynchop’s bill “like a scissor blade.” The response focuses on an
extended metaphor … through this entire poem, although the discussion of many references to
mathematics, and strict human order is strained. The response includes quotes from the text to
develop ideas.

Organization Maintains the focus established in the first paragraph. The response exhibits a logical and
coherent structure first discussing an example of nature overlooked by humans, followed by a
discussion of literary elements for each work. Appropriate transitions (Although and Finally)
are used.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (engaging, predator,
intricate). The response varies sentence structure to enhance meaning (These eyes do not look
for the strict human order, but wonder at nature’s own type of order).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning and organization.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (the natural

environment is full of untouched, observable wonders). The response makes clear connections
between this idea and each passage. The response connects the observable wonders of the tide
marking the beginning of dinner for Passage I, and the natural world unknown to men in
Passage II.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant quotes from each passage
to describe the amazing interaction between species during low tide (the heron had his “bill
poised to spear fish”) and the surprising patterns of nature. The response effectively weaves
appropriate literary elements such as setting (dusk), diction (surging, sped, Parallel, square),
couplets, and rhythm into development of the controlling idea.

Organization Maintains the focus on nature as the one wonder that the race of men strives to understand. The
response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, discussing Passage I followed by a separate
discussion of literary elements. The discussion of Passage II integrates both elements.
Appropriate transitional phrases (In contrast and Along the same line) are incorporated into the
response.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (an array of literary devices, convey an urgency, sheds
light on the patterns of nature). Varying sentence structure and length are used effectively
(Similes dot the passage).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

[13]
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals a thorough understanding of both texts by establishing the controlling idea that nature

works in patterns without the involvement of humans. The response connects this idea to the
cycle of life in Passage I and the acceptance of natures patterns in Passage II.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response emphasizes patterns in nature unaltered
by man in Passage I, using symbolism and description to develop the idea that the environment
oscillates in its own pattern. The discussion of Passage II emphasizes geometric patterns
(fractal beauty of the hornbean sprays, and the perfect spiral of a pinecone). The response
successfully incorporates a discussion of theme into the discussion.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the patterns in nature. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, presenting information about birth, life, death, and renewal in nature
for Passage I. Passage II is ordered according to the speakers experience hiking. Transitions are
appropriately used (However, Just as the ocean, Finally).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original and occasionally sophisticated. Word choice
and sentence structure exhibit an awareness of audience and purpose (Just as the … its own
pattern and The fortuitous arrangement … capable of patterns).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (eco-system,
naraters, inevitible, truely) and punctuation (natures pattern and speakers experience).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea about the fragility and complexity of the natural environment that

reveals a thorough understanding of both texts. The response connects this idea clearly to man’s
interference with the environment in Passage I, and to the speaker’s search for the remains of
human settlement in Passage II.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from
both texts. The response explains the impact of different species (humans, eels, shad, terrapins)
on the environment for Passage I. For Passage II, the response discusses the assumption that
man must have affected the environment. Attempts are made to incorporate appropriate literary
devices into the discussion (symbolized, theme, point of view).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the fragility and complexity of nature. The response
discusses each part of the controlling idea for each passage. However, the lack of transitions
between paragraphs diminishes coherence.

Language Use Uses language that is sometimes fluent and original (Its flora and its fauna and the intricacy of
the environment along with its delicacy). The response varies sentence structure and length to
control rhythm and pacing (The heron was then able to feed).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (unatural,
truely, puzzel) and comma use (fish, called and the poem, but).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in organization.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, explaining how

the natural environment gives every species a specific role in the way of life. The response
makes implicit connections between this idea and the texts, suggesting that Passage I describes
how the animal species interact with each other and their environment and Passage II presents
nature as somewhat of a machine.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The discussion of Passage I refers to the literary
elements used to describe connections between man and animal, although simile and
personification are mistakenly illustrated (“more than the length of a man’s arm” and “no
deeper than a man’s hand”). In the analysis of Passage II, the response mentions the use of
rhyme scheme to create a flowing example, but this idea is left undeveloped.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the natural environment is something no human could re-
create. The response exhibits a generally logical sequence of events but lacks internal
consistency, making loosely connected statements (activities at an estuary, animal species
interact, similies and personification, irony) without transition.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (to output a product, a
nonfiction piece of work, somewhat of a machine). The response occasionally makes effective
use of sentence structure (The author paints us a picture of how … the animal species interact
with each other).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (measurment, Throught,
invision, monsterous, miracleous) and punctuation (lifes element and anothers course) that do
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts (The natural

environment in which we live is connected in many different ways). The response implicitly
connects this idea with the texts suggesting, for Passage I, that the environment and animals
share special relationships … for many different reasons and for Passage II, that human
intervention can cause changes in the environment.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. In discussing Passage I, the response develops the
idea of connectedness within the environment by describing how living things benefit from the
high tide. For Passage II, the response elaborates on the seemingly unnatural alignment of four
trees, but makes an unsupported claim that human beings can also have a negative effect on the
environment.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that every living being is connected to the
environment. The response generally exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, but internal
coherence is occasionally disrupted by awkward transitions (The environment is also not only
connected and such as fishermen benefit from) and by a reference to imagery that is not
supported by the evidence provided.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with occasional imprecision (giving the great blue heron prey to
prey upon and aligned in a straight line). The response occasionally makes use of effective
sentence structure (When the tide is at its high water mark, small fish swim up into the grassy
marshes, giving the Rynchops food to prey upon).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in comma use (Rynchops also known
as the black skimmer also and In conclusion every) and agreement (Another such animal … is
the black diamond terrapins and Each living being … on what they do) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts (Unpredictable

ways of living are often brought about in the natural environment). The response makes few
connections to the texts, mentioning the Rynchops and eels in Passage I and several trees in
Passage II.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response briefly summarizes events from each
passage, but makes unsupported generalizations (It also shows how humans are able to effect
the environment). The response more fully develops the discussion of literary elements,
mentions the author’s use of omniscient point of view and characterization, and implies the use
of personification for Passage I. The response briefly discusses theme for Passage II.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the unpredictable ways of living in the natural environment.
The response logically discusses events from each passage as well as the authors’ use of literary
devices. A weak concluding sentence (Throughout history … used in writings) diminishes the
overall coherence of the response.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is occasionally imprecise (effected for “affected”,
Once tide begins, unthinkable). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (recieve) and agreement (it
seem and many literary element) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts, stating that the

events and relationships that take place in nature are very complicated, but somehow the
interactions come together and balance equally in the end. The response makes superficial
connections to the controlling idea (The author describes in detail how certain species obtain
food).

Development Develops ideas briefly, relying primarily on general plot summary. The response states that he
explains the tactics and methods of these creatures and how it has an affect on the physical
enviroment and it tells of a person trying to understand how things in nature are the way they
are.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on complicated relationships in nature. The response
exhibits a rudimentary structure of an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion,
using some transition between paragraphs (For example and Both of these passages).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is at times repetitive (The author). The response varies sentence
structure for effect, but with uneven success (Everything occurs in a manner in which is
complex but equally balances out in the end).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (enviroment, incomming,
occurrance, humanes), capitalization (passage I), and grammar (tactics and methods … has and
process of Heron catching) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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[31]



[32]

Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts, stating that without

a doubt I feel that the dominant controlling idea of the two passages about Nature are the
organisms involved in it. The response makes few specific connections between this idea and
the texts (different types of Birds and different types of trees).

Development Is largely undeveloped. References to the text are vague (great description, use of symbolism,
structure and irony to explain the setting and formatting of the trees). The response cites great
description and refers inaccurately to symbolism (“His head was bent sharply so that the long
lower bill, shaped like a scissor blade, might cut the water”).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, a focus on organisms in nature. The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure, discussing each passage and literary elements in separate paragraphs.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (formatting of the trees and Setting a
choice of wording). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with
uneven success (Nature within our Enviorment, being a habitat to many species of organisms
and living creatures).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Enviorment, artributes,
techiques) and subject-verb agreement (Without a doubt … the dominant controlling idea … are
the organisms involved in it) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in development and somewhat stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding of the texts, suggesting that there is no answer for the

natural environment, things are just done. The response makes few connections to the text,
stating that nature has its own way of working and there is no answer for these animals action,
beside the natural environment’s influence.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts. The response states that the
environment has patterns not subject to our stiff geometries and in passage I the animals do
things according to the time of day and the tides. The response relies on brief plot summary.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus. The response exhibits a rudimentary
structure, with an introduction, discussion of Passage II, followed by Passage I, and a
conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is at times repetitive (no answer for the natural environment).
The response attempts to vary sentence length, but with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (patterns, it;
animals action; In conclusion the ), capitalization (In passage II), and grammar (food a night, it
own myserious way, There no answer) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the texts. While the response attempts to establish a

controlling idea (Natural Environment itself is a wonder), only a brief connection is made to
Passage I. The response makes no connection to Passage II.

Development Is incomplete and undeveloped. The response makes vague references to point of view,
description, and imagery, but leaves them unsupported.

Organization Suggests a focus on the wonder of the Natural Environment in the first paragraph, and shows
some organization through paragraphing.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience. The response attempts to vary
sentence structure with uneven success (The author uses … and exact detail).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (nature one and own
… This) and capitalization (Environment and This) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although, it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding. The response fails to establish a

controlling idea and no connections are made between the texts and the task.
Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response relies on quoted material from the texts

that is vague and irrelevant. The response makes incorrect references to theme.
Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests some organization exhibiting a rudimentary structure,

but lacking a conclusion.
Language Use Relies on language that is frequently imprecise or unsuitable, with little awareness of audience

or purpose (The two I … a poem on trees). The response reveals little awareness of how to use
sentences to achieve an effect. Much of the response is copied from the texts.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (blade it and crabs,
the), grammar (wings … was, The are more, creatures … was, to deposited, to followed, had be,
maples trees), and usage (a men’s arm and two diamondback) that make comprehension
difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused and incomplete understanding of the task and the texts by suggesting a

controlling idea that a natural environment consists of many natural organisms. The response
makes no connections between the texts and this idea.

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response relies primarily on material copied from
Passage I, and an incorrect interpretation for Passage II (In Passage II … to find them). The
response makes no references to literary elements.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization. The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure with separate paragraphs for each passage.

Language Use Is minimal. The response relies on language taken from the task and the text, making
assessment of language use unreliable.

Conventions Is minimal, relying mostly on quoted material from the texts making assessment of conventions
unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
weaker in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no connections

between information in the texts and the assigned task. The response exhibits only a few
personal observations (We remember our environment and appreciate everything it does for us).

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond general statements about the importance
of the natural environment.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests an organizational pattern based on aspects of the
natural environment (is a key element, is so amazing, we may now overlook it).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but
with uneven success (Birds migrating is one of the more amazing parts).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, with occasional errors in comma use (such we) and subject-verb
agreement (everything are) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1
because it makes no reference to either text.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding (I will talk about the different and the

similarities). The response makes no connections to either text.
Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. The response begins to summarize Passage I, but

ends abruptly. There is no reference to Passage II.
Organization Shows no focus or organization.
Language Use Is minimal. The response relies on language that is incoherent or copied from the text (It wings

were pure black, and from tip).
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides an interpretation that is faithful to the complexity of the statement (an individual has

only truly discovered him or herself through interactions with others). The response uses the
criteria to make insightful analysis of Alice in Wonderland (Alice … develops into a person who
questions her surroundings) and The Tempest (The presence of others is more than ample in
begeting Prospero’s genuine discovery and self realization).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant evidence,
including characterization and plot in each discussion (Through her adventures with the
abnormal characters of Wonderland and In many ways Prospero has realized that he is not an
evil person and … he must be understanding and forgiving).

Organization Maintains a focus on interactions with others, which helps actualize the self. The response
exhibits a logical and coherent structure by isolating the unexpected (a world without time and
Prospero’s tears), analyzing the unexpected, and then rejecting it. Coherence is enhanced
through skillful use of internal transitions (at first, Despite the fact, but eventually).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (recognizes the irrationality and Although it may
appear … life has proved the opposite), with evident awareness of audience and purpose. The
response uses parallel expressions (not only defines … but also develops) and varied structure
(Had it not been for … Prospero might not have had the spark to find his true self) to control
rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (malvolent and
begeting) and punctuation (Wonderland Lewis Carroll portrays) only when using sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea (Humans sometimes need to open their eyes and be grateful for

the surroundings which they have not created) that reveals a thorough understanding of both
texts. The response makes clear and explicit connections between this idea and both texts (The
author of this passage shows the wonder and even the horror in an ecosystem that is typically
not noticed and This person … realizes no man created this formation).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, effectively using relevant and specific evidence. The response
discusses the flight of a strange black bird … overlooked by preoccupied people and discusses a
simile used to describe Rynchop’s bill “like a scissor blade.” The response focuses on an
extended metaphor … through this entire poem, although the discussion of many references to
mathematics, and strict human order is strained. The response includes quotes from the text to
develop ideas.

Organization Maintains the focus established in the first paragraph. The response exhibits a logical and
coherent structure first discussing an example of nature overlooked by humans, followed by a
discussion of literary elements for each work. Appropriate transitions (Although and Finally)
are used.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (engaging, predator,
intricate). The response varies sentence structure to enhance meaning (These eyes do not look
for the strict human order, but wonder at nature’s own type of order).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning and organization.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement

(Because persons live by the standards and preconceived notions of others, each one of them is
a person through other persons). The response generally uses the criteria to make insightful
analysis of Huck Finn, from The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and Blanche DuBois, from
A Streetcar Named Desire.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently with reference to relevant and specific evidence. The
response uses characterization and plot to illustrate Twain’s and Williams’ works (Huck’s
decision or the conclusion he reached was so difficult because he had been influenced by the
ideas and ideologies of the South and Blanche is convinced that the gentility and aloofness of
the southern aristocrats is the ideal).

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (a character is influenced by other persons).
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas beginning with the protagonists’ preconceived
notions, moving to characters who challenge those notions, and concluding with the
protagonists’ reactions. Coherence is strengthened by the use of appropriate transitions (Most
importantly, In a similar way, As a result).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using precise and engaging language (Huck has been indoctrinated
and a fragile state of mind is shattered). The response has a notable sense of voice and varies
sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (She lies about her age, dyes her hair,
reminisces about the past, and wears her old dresses).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Both,
Huck Finn and Blanche), grammar (individuals … One and Huck … grew up as an orphan
because his father is a drunkard), and usage (a person that) when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the lens and disagrees with that interpretation (one

character or person is influenced by the actions of other characters) by asserting that these two
characters were able to resist the influence of others. The response uses the criteria to make a
clear and generally reasoned analysis of The Scarlet Letter and Oedipus the King.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response discusses characterization (Hester is an
independent, proud, and self-defined woman and Oedipus is a very independent character,
partly because he is strong, and partly because he is stubborn) and plot (she did not let that one
mistake take over and ruin her life and when the prophecy is confirmed, he commits his final act
of independence by blinding himself).

Organization Maintains the focus on characters who do not let themselves be defined according to other
people’s standards and expectations. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first
identifying the characters’ defining traits, then discussing attempts to influence the characters,
and finally, showing the characters’ independence. The response uses generally appropriate
devices and transitions (At the end, However, When the prophecy is confirmed).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (When she is shunned by the Puritan
community … she does not succumb to the expectations of her contemporaries and he does not
let anybody deter him) and varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and
pacing (Hester accepts her fate, and the people … respect her for that).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (she lives
with and raises her daughter Pearl, by herself ) and grammar (stays true to what she believed
and tragic prophecy, that he would marry his mother and kill his father proves to be true, this
truth was) when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the lens by disagreeing with the idea that a person is

who they are as viewed by others and uses this interpretation to make a clear and reasoned
analysis of The Old Man and the Sea and The Glass Menagerie.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with references to relevant and specific evidence to
discuss how the characterization of fisherman, both new and old, contrast with how Santiago
views himself. The response discusses the characterization of Tom (refuses to be defined by his
boss) and Laura (views herself as she sees herself, not as others do) to illustrate that characters
do not define themselves as others view them.

Organization Maintains the focus that people are who they see themselves as. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas by contrasting others’ opinions of the protagonists with their opinions of
themselves (Instead of following what others believed, he saw himself as he chose), reiterating
disagreement with the lens, and using transitions appropriately (therefore, thus, Another piece).

Language Use Uses appropriate language. The response demonstrates some awareness of audience and
purpose through the repetition of the idea that the critical lens is false and occasionally makes
effective use of sentence length (This could not be further from the truth).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in grammar (One’s
opinion of themselves and a person is who they are) and usage (Tom … is told by his friend Jim
that his boss thinks he is lazy and is going to fire him).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, stating that characters are viewed very

differently from different perspectives. The response makes implicit connections between the
criteria and “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” (From the town’s perspective these are bad people
and should be removed from society) and Black Boy (Depending on who he was with, that is the
type of person he was seen as).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to characterization and plot to show
how others view the main characters differently (Mr. Oakhurst, a notorious gambler, takes
control of the group and tries to lead them to safety). The response explains that Richard was
treated like chattel, not an employee but with his parents and in school, he was seen as a very
intelligent and articulate person.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on characters who are perceived differently. The
response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, with an introduction followed by discussions of
each work providing contrasts between what the character does and how he is seen by others.
The conclusion (Everyone is entitled to their own opinion) reiterates the reference to personal
opinion in the introduction, aiding unity.

Language Use Uses appropriate language with some awareness of audience and purpose (If you were the
reader). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence length (This statement is
very true, This is very evident in literature, He tries to keep the group under control … a thief
steals all their provisions).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (rascism and Klu),
punctuation (“The Outcasts of Poker Flat” by Bret Harte and Then realizing what he was doing
he stopped), and grammar (Two works … is) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in development.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens by stating that we as people develop into

who we are through our relationships with others. The response makes implicit connections
between the criteria and Macbeth (Macbeth’s need for power stems from his surroundings and
the people around him), and Of Mice and Men (This is how you see them develop as people).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the texts, stating that Lady Macbeth pushes the
thought of power into Macbeth’s mind, while George and Lennie, through their travels, watch
each others backs. The response mentions characterization, theme (power leads to corruption),
and point of view, but only develops relationships with others through characterization.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that people are affected by those around
them. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, presenting evidence from each literary
work to support the chosen criteria. The conclusion presents a slightly altered interpretation of
the lens (People learn through others) detracting from coherence.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, which is occasionally awkward (George & Lennie affect each other
during the parts in which they are in) or repetitive (the people around him, affected through
other people, outside influence, this influence, that influence). The response indicates awareness
of audience and purpose, occasionally making effective use of complex sentences.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling, punctuation (In life we
are, Macbeth by William Shakespeare, one characters eyes), grammar (me … would not), and
usage (the interaction between the characters help and if it wasn’t for an outside influence) that
do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, stating that a persons life and actions in

life are effected and depicted by the people surrounding him. The response makes implicit
connections between the criteria and Macbeth (a man who ultimately defines himself … by the
people he meets and by those he is already connected to). Connections to Death of a Salesman
are largely superficial (Another example of a life defindined by the lives of others is willy
loman).

Development Develops ideas briefly. The response gives general examples of how Macbeth was influenced
by others (a man who is only brave through Duncan, the kings orders and becomes a murderer
only through the words of lady Macbeth), but the discussion of Death of a Salesman is largely
undeveloped. References to the text are vague (His life is one that is largely made up), hinting
at ideas (He would not be who he was if not for the people around him).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on characters who are affected by people around them,
exhibiting a logical sequence of ideas, by presenting the criteria, followed by a description of
the main characters and those who affect them. The response concludes with a different
interpretation of the lens detracting from cohesion.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (we all are
affected by the people around us). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure (We live our lives as the products of those we hate, those we know and those we love)
though some attempts result in fragments.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (ove and paradime),
capitalization, and punctuation (persons environment and Shakespeares play) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens, suggesting that people are influenced by

other people. The response makes superficial connections between the criteria and the chosen
texts, Othello (Othello acts the same as Iago) and Death of a Salesman (Happy tries to train as
Biff does).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts (Happy wants to be just like Biff)
while relying primarily on bits of plot summary. The response relies on vague and unjustified
evidence of Iago’s influencing Othello (Iago instigates … Othello).

Organization Maintains a clear focus on characters influenced by others, using examples to support Happy's
imitation of Biff. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, but fails to establish the
rationale for Iago’s manipulation of Othello or how Biff tries to emulate Happy. The conclusion
reiterates a relationship between the critical lens and both works.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience, and occasional imprecision (Due
to a jealous situation, a job position, this resembles how a person). The response exhibits
uneven success in varying sentence structure and length (“Othello” shows that by the way one
acted another character acted the same way).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Shakesphere and
analystis) and punctuation (instigates, the character and is well liked, and respected) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens, stating that people are influenced by other

people. The response makes superficial connections (the quote proves that they are just like
other people, their fathers) between the criteria and Death of a Salesman and A Separate Peace.

Development Develops ideas briefly, stating first that Jean (Gene) always had to be just like Phineas,
imitating his behavior, and that he also cared less about school and grades. The discussion of
Death of a Salesman contains unjustified concepts (the boys … are living with their parents and
Willy constantly wasted and spent his money).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus, claiming that people learn … from other
people. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure that interprets the critical lens, selects
incidents from Knowles’ work, then generalizes from Miller’s play (the boys lives are not
great), and concludes with an altered interpretation of the lens (people are just like other
people).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience. The response occasionally uses
awkward language (his slyish ways and trying to get great at sports). The response exhibits
some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (choosen, Seperate,
hipocrits) and punctuation (the novel “A Seperate Peace” and in “Death of a Salesmen” the
boys) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the lens, suggesting that a person is often evaluated,

judged and criticized by other people. The response makes implicit connections between the
criteria and The Great Gatsby (This shows the jelousy and quriosity of these people).

Development Develops briefly the idea that Gatsby is used by the author to show how a person is evaluated
and criticized by other people. The response uses a single statement of plot to illustrate
Gatsby’s kindness and gentleness.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on Gatsby as an example of a person viewed by other people.
The response exhibits a rudimentary structure of an introduction, a paragraph on characters who
judge Gatsby negatively, the beginning of a paragraph on a character who judges Gatsby
positively, and a concluding sentence.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate though occasionally imprecise language (A mankind is a speicy and
The reader agrees), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally
makes effective use of sentence structure (Because of his mysterious nature and wealth, Gatsby
is often the subject of chat among the people).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (speicy), punctuation (also
through the eyes), capitalization, grammar (human beings interact … and often evaluated by
each other), and usage (A Mankind and The Gatsby) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3
because it addresses only one text.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens. The response first suggests that it does

not matter who you are, its who you know but asserts that is how they live, by other persons.
The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it to analyze the chosen texts, “A
Clean, Well-Lighted Place” and “The Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber.”

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas (Francis is scared of
hunting and He takes lessons), but references to the text are vague (they find different things
about each other that they did not know before).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization. The response has an introduction
and one paragraph that includes brief references to two texts.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary. The response exhibits some awareness of audience and purpose (In
other words and I agree with this quote) and some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with
uneven success (They work off eachother).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control. The response exhibits occasional errors in spelling (waitors and
completly), punctuation, and capitalization (in, “A clean, well-lighted Place”) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens, suggesting that people are shaped by those

around them. The response makes superficial connections between the criteria and the chosen
texts, Othello and Things Fall Apart.

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at the idea that one person influences another, using
vague text references (“Othello” … turns into one after a person persuades him into being
jealous and If Okankwo Father hadn’t had so many faults Okankwo wouldn’t have such hate
for lazy people).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus. The response suggests some
organization within the single-paragraph response, including brief references to two texts,
followed by a concluding statement (So I do believe).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (a person is turn into a person). The response reveals little
awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (I agree with the quote Archbishop
Desmond Tutu).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (In the play “Othello”
the main character), grammar, and usage (I believe a person is shape by the people around
them) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and organization.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens. The response states first that I do strongly

agree with the quote, explaining that kids do what other kids do and follow what other kids do,
and then states that in many ways people are alike in books and real life. The response refers to
the critical lens (I think that Go ask alice go perfict with the quote) but does not use it to
analyze the texts, Go Ask Alice and “Horseman in the Sky.”

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the text
are generally vague (she did as others did and He did what other would have to do also if they
were in his position) and occasionally irrelevant (They both showed tragetry, rythm, action, and
emotion).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization. The response presents brief
references to two texts, preceded and followed by personal observations (there always seem to
be something that attracts them into the novels etc like magnits).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally unsuitable (because if you haven’t notice). The
response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (My reason for
this that she became and did what she did through other people).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control. The response exhibits occasional errors in spelling (intresting),
punctuation (storie’s, book’s, So yes I do agree, cant), and grammar (seem to be something and
Go ask alice go perfict) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (It’s when you want to be more … because

you think that you are better or you are superior from the other one and it’s like the How the
pass the time show to the people that we can do and be better). The response makes no
reference to any specific texts.

Development Is minimal. The response reiterates a personal interpretation of the critical lens, but does not
apply the lens to specific works of literature.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests some organization. The response is divided into
paragraphs focusing only on a personal interpretation of the critical lens (The critical lens that I
have to interpret, This statement, In my opinion).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (We can are equals in the form but no with the think and When
are parents and his parent’s life in his times the leave something). The response reveals little
awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in grammar and usage (All person in
the world, the way we talking, This it’s like something is much better tha other one) that make
comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1 and 2, it remains at Level 1 because
the response makes no reference to any text.
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Does not refer to the critical lens. The response reflects minimal analysis of the chosen texts,

Romeo and Juliet and To Kill a Mockingbird.
Development Is minimal, with one idea (endings stink, they all die) and no evidence of development.
Organization Shows no focus or organization.
Language Use Is minimal. The response uses some language that is inappropriate (why we have to read junke

books in school not fair) or copied from the prompt.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in development.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in development and conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and conventions.
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Regents Comprehensive Examination in English
Map to Learning Standards

Key Ideas Part of Test
Listening and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part A

Reading and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part B

Reading and writing for literary
response

Session Two – Part A

Reading and writing for critical
analysis and evaluation

Session Two – Part B



[104]

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2004 Regents
Examination in Comprehensive English will be posted on the Department’s web site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ on Thursday, August 18, 2004. Conversion charts pro-
vided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination in Comprehensive
English must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.


