
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Tuesday, August 16, 2005— 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Visit the site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Latest Information” for any recently
posted information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rat-
ing process for this examination begins and at least one more time before the final scores
for the examination are recorded.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  4 (7)  4
(2)  2 (8)  3
(3)  1 (9)  1
(4)  2 (10)  2
(5)  4 (11)  3
(6)  3 (12)  1

(13)  3
(14)  2
(15)  4
(16)  1
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (The evolution of the dollar from a modest means … is

a remarkable story). The response makes insightful connections between information and ideas
in the text and the assigned task (it is best to discuss the dollar in two distinct categories and
This representative status … has made it resistant to change).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text (colonists … used common items … for transactions, Franklin published a
self-serving treatise, Features of this currency, Jackson … forced the bank out of business,
European leaders … recognized the potential for change) to illustrate the evolution of the
American dollar.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the historical events in the evolution of the dollar.
The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, beginning in seventeenth century
Germany with the use of coins, tracing the dollar to “Continentals” … backed … only by the
novice colonial government, then to the Act that made the U.S. government the sole issuer of
currency, and concluding with the current status of the dollar … as a symbol for our nation.
Transitions are skillfully used (As the economic historian Goodwin points out, Unfortunately, In
order to do so).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (treatise in which he
advocated, Gross theorizes, represented a youthful resistance), with a notable sense of voice
(There is reason why … The reason is stability) and an awareness of audience and purpose. The
response varies sentence structure and length to enhance meaning (A currency means more than
its face value; the dollar is more than 100 cents).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, characterizing the U.S. as a powerful, dynamic nation

that has steadfastly preferred its own monetary system. The response makes insightful
connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task, stating that the
American monetary system has become a vehicle of stability … and a source of pride.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to support a discussion of the dollar’s evolution (the American dollar can
be traced back, colonists used … common items … to barter, “Massachusetts became the first
state … to issue… paper currency,” Continental Congress printed … “Continentals,” The
government … issued notes on credit).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (America has earned its place in the international
monetary system of today). The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first
presenting information about how American’s self image and identity are closely tied … to its
currency, then tracing “the humble origins of the American dollar” to “the need for paper
currency and then to the attempt to create a unified currency system, and ending with its gain in
power and prestige. Transitions are skillfully used.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense
of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (this nation’s predilection and sought to fill the
void). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Traders often
broke them into eight pieces, giving rise … to a quarter).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualites.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text (Money … including the American dollar, has

undergone a progressive evolution). The response makes clear and explicit connections
between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (the dollar we know today has
been around for over 200 years).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
discuss the dollar during the colonial period (colonists traded commen items), the nineteenth
century (two hundred eight different banks … had been created and The US government needed
a way to pay the soldiers … in … the civil war), and the twentieth century (The two dollar bills,
Susan B. Anthony dollar coins … served as novelties for a time).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the changes in the American dollar. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through use of appropriate transitions to trace the dollar’s
evolution (In 1691, In 1775, It wasn’t until the Civil War, the dollar … today, after World War
One).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original [similarly, the respective countries and cultures have
progressed as well and The “greenbacks” were “warbucks” with a black front and (not
coincidentally) a green back], with some examples of informality (got by fine and stuck) and
evident awareness of audience and purpose (In the words of Daniel Gross, “Why mess with
success?”). Sentence structure and length are varied to control rhythm and pacing (Though the
dollar now is considered the greatest “brand” … it has not always been this way).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (commen and unim),
punctuation (“currencies come and go”, and “contenentals”.), and capitalization (continental
congress, e. pluribus unim, Another) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[16]

Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text (Over the years the U.S. dollar has evolved to …

stand for “something more then just one hundred cents”). The response makes clear and
explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (The U.S.
dollar has evolved from worthless to a shining symbol of everything American).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
discuss the history (colonial period and banks charters), positive image (poor step-sister and
Winston Churchill), and resilience (Euro and Susan B. Anthony coin) of the American dollar.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the evolution of the dollar. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, tracing the evolution of money through the use of appropriate devices
and transitions (problems with currency led to the creation of the U.S. dollar, After World War
I, The U.S. dollar has truly overcome its humble origins). The ending shifts abruptly.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Much has changed since the fumbling times of a
struggling country), although sometimes imprecise (to become and stand for, then for “than,”
affective for “effective”), with evident awareness of purpose (Though from humble origins, the
U.S. dollar is now universally accepted). The response varies sentence structure and length to
control rhythm and pacing (One such symbol is the U.S. dollar).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (involk and counterfitting),
punctuation (from thus and nation and), and capitalization (continental congress and great seal)
that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text (The United States dollar … has evolved

throughout America’s history). The response makes clear and explicit connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (the U.S. dollar … has evolved into the
world’s most readily accepted and trustworthy money).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to discuss the history of the dollar from 1791 to the Civil War (colonists … barter
with each other, the National Bank Act gave the government exclusive rights to print money) to
the present day United States dollar. The post World War I period is left undeveloped.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the evolution of the dollar. The response exhibits a
chronological sequence of ideas through use of appropriate devices and transitions (Since 1791
and In America’s case).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (America’s monetary system is so efficient and
trustworthy), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (we have found a system that
works). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing
(During the dollar’s two hundred year life span, its image has been tweaked and altered).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (currancy, begining,
Massacuttes, barataring) and grammar (evolves and A nation’s … their) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
weaker in development and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining how the dollar has evolved over the past

two hundred years. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in
the text and the assigned task (Since then … “great global brand”).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific details to explain the
colonist’s barter system, the federal government’s right to issue money, and the dollar’s rise to
power in the twentieth century with its unifying image. Less developed is how the early
government struggled with the currency.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the development of the dollar. The response exhibits
a logical sequence of ideas, moving from early colonial times with no actual money through the
years to the present success of the dollar, but lacks internal consistency, as some facts are out of
chronological order (“green backs” issue precedes the Jackson decision).

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate, although sometimes awkward (Change in currency … for it,
is giving a sense of unity, had withstood … prosperity) and imprecise (excepted for “accepted”),
with some awareness of audience (our nations’ symbols) and purpose (Though it has evolved …
today). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (There was a major
power shift after World War I … were ruined).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (counterfit and everyday),
punctuation (arrived they, things such, established saying), capitalization (bank of the United
States and Two-Dollar Bill), and proofreading (the for “there”) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (The evolution of the United States dollar has been

an extremely important factor on history), though it exhibits some confusion (currency has
changed but the dollar has not). The response makes implicit connections between information
in the text and the assigned task (In 1691, Massachusetts was the first state to issue paper
currency).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details to
explain how the colonial currency’s value was not equal and how the U.S. dollar became
widely excepted. The government’s problems with the dollar in the 1700’s and 1800’s are
minimally developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the U.S. dollar throughout history. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, presenting the chronological changes in currency from
everyday items to its current power all around the world, using simple transitions (When, after,
Now a days) to mark these changes, but is logically inconsistent (Either way).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, that is at times imprecise (and etc., when for “went,” write for
“right”) and repetitive (In 1775, In 1818, It was in 1863, It was after). The response exhibits
some attempt to vary sentence structure (The main problem with currency back then was that its
value wasn’t the same everywhere).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (suprising and issueing),
punctuation (For example during, world they, peoples Visa), and capitalization (continental
congress and mastercards) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in language use.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (The United States dollar has been through many

forms before becoming today’s product). The response makes implicit connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (America’s greatest brand began when
colonists … were forced to bartar with more than just common items).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response gives reasons why today’s dollar is
viewed favorably, but fails to explain reasons why in the early 1920’s … the American dollar
began to conquer the nation.

Organization Establishes a focus on the dollar’s resistance to change, but shifts to the evolution of the dollar.
The response exhibits a rudimentary structure that includes inconsistencies, listing several ideas
(bartar, paper dollar, American dollar, changes to … apperance and value, acceptance) and
jumping from colonial times to the early 1920s to today in one paragraph.

Language Use Uses appropriate, although occasionally awkward, language (today’s product), with some
awareness of audience and purpose (the United States paper money has found acceptance by
not only our nation, but others as well). The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence structure (Although it has seen many forms … with other currencys).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (countries practices and
barter) and punctuation (it’s use and todays conclusion) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in organization.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A

[28]

Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic although somewhat confused understanding of the text (the National Bank Act

was issued to the Federal Government). The response makes few connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Today, it is universally accepted).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (the word “dollar” originated from
coins, Massachusetts was the first … paper currency, the Continental Congress then printed …
“Continentals”).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus, concluding that the two dollar bill and
the Susan B. Anthony coin is resistant to change. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (The U.S. dollar first came out in the year 1791), with little
awareness of audience and purpose. The response attempts to vary sentence structure, but with
uneven success (In the 16th century … which today, it is known).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (its’ currency and
banks, was) and grammar (Wars and revolutions causes and bill and … coin is resistant) that do
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (The dollar bill … is still used today). The response

makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task
(before the dollar bill, there were coins).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (In the year seventeen seventy-five …
by the year eighteen - eighteen … printing dollar bills).

Organization Establishes a focus on the dollar’s great value and how it has been used for so long. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure with minimal transitions (also and In conclusion), but
includes some inconsistencies (known as the english dollar) and irrelevancies (some is traded
for less and some for more).

Language Use Relies on basic although sometimes imprecise (excepted for “accepted”) vocabulary, with little
awareness of purpose (the dollar has been a popular item in America). The response exhibits
some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (alot) and frequent
errors in punctuation (printed, by the year; star wars they; the dollar bill positive image),
capitalization (they loved and american visa), grammar (coins that was became to be and bill
and … coin wasn’t), and usage (eighteen - eighteen) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, noting the gradual change of the dollar. The

response makes few connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned
task, indicating that as the years went by people used items to trade and the first state to issue
paper money was Massachusetts.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (The “greenbacks”
were some kind of paper), repetitive (The “greenbacks” were some kind of paper used as
money), and unjustified (Thats when the value of the dollar became more popular).

Organization Suggests a focus on the evolution of the dollar but lacks organization, presenting a series of
unconnected ideas in paragraph 1 (trading items, coining the Euro, and using the greenback),
moving to 1863 and the National Federal Bank, and then shifting back to the origin of the
dollar in paragraph 2.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience (Going back to the passage). The
response attempts to vary sentence structure and length, but with uneven success (However …
the U.S. dollar is still popular & hasn’t lost the value).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (liqour and eagel),
punctuation (by people and success By), and grammar (“greenbacks” … it lost and a quote that
state) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in development and organization.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[33]

Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (Every bill or coin in the U.S has somebody that

has accomplished something on it). The response alludes to the text, but makes unclear
connections to the assigned task (Money is very ancient and it gives symbolic value).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (as they said in the
story) or unjustified (Every bill or coin in the U.S has somebody … it).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization with the use of paragraphs.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Money is very ancient … it gives symbolic value and kind of

like). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.
Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (new modern money,

ancient as they, story it gives, U.S) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[34]

Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys an inaccurate understanding of the text (The dollar has changed history). The response

alludes to the text, but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (It was created a adapted
very quickly).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(Over time the whole world started to the use them and The dollar has changed … time).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some chronological organization (It started out and
Over time the whole world).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (The United States currency is a very unique and It started out
as Settelers using trading items). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences
to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling, punctuation (used. Since
1791 and US dollar), capitalization (Dollar and Since), and grammar (created a adapted and It
… them) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



[35]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

[36]

Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (The Swetich crown Bank is … world). The

response alludes to the text, but makes unclear (The United States courrency come and go) or
unwarranted (Bengemant Franklin … deckoted it with the grate seal) connections to the task.

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are irrelevant
(Bill is difficult to counterfeit), repetitive (because of its universal acceptance and the
acceptance … all over the world), and unjustified (The United States have system of repressing
free Marketing).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization, using separate paragraphs for the
introduction, body, and conclusion, with a few chronologically accurate references (In the 1691
Mattassis isue their first dollar and In 18 century Philidelpha have 29 cety Banks).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and at times incoherent (Today people refter as great Bills
becase of it is a strong courrency). The response reveals little awareness of how to use
sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Swetich, destrubat,
honcon, isue), punctuation (and coin They and Jamaica it is), capitalization (vesa, Bill, Black),
grammar (Ecador use and not all dollar created equal), and usage (dollar has their own) that
make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[37]

Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond one sentence taken directly from

the text (the federal … government gain the exclusive right to print money during the civil war).
Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.
Organization Suggests a focus on the dollar but lacks organization.
Language Use Is minimal, making assessment of language use unreliable.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

[38]

Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal textual understanding (In 1925 Winton Churchill … dollar bill means more).

The response makes no connections to the assigned task.
Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.
Organization Shows no focus or organization.
Language Use Is minimal, making assessment of language use unreliable.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – C

[43]



Part A — Practice Paper – D

[44]



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[45]



[46]

Part A — Practice Paper – E



[47]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, explaining that the benefits of volunteering

involve more than recipient gratitude or personal happiness enjoyed. The response makes
insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task,
stating that students who volunteer … are given an opportunity to build character and self-
awareness for a successful future.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the documents (volunteering removes “the negative stereotypes;” in 1996, 95.6
percent said that they “learned to respect others;” 64.3 percent had improved their school
grades).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on volunteerism and its benefits. The response exhibits
a logical and coherent structure, moving from the satisfaction one receives from helping others,
to additional benefits for the volunteers (volunteer experience … aid them in future), and to a
concluding directive to become involved. The response makes skillful use of repeated
references to the future and transitions.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Beyond her initial satisfaction, After an initial nudge,
to highlight their views), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (So … get “in”). The
response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (As Verzemnieks
advises … something larger”).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that teenage volunteers are becoming

quite plentiful, and for good reasons. The response makes insightful connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, noting that the payoff for helping
… the less fortunate would be … desireable for any high school student.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the documents (learning to respect others; understanding people different from
them … learning about new career options and six in ten teenagers say volunteering is indeed
“in” and more than fifty-nine percent are volunteering).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the increase in and benefits of teen volunteering.
The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first addressing the increase in the
number of volunteers, followed by a discussion of the payoffs, rewards, and secondary benefits
of volunteering (negative views … change), and concluding with the wish that more people will
consider volunteering. Transitions are skillfully used.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Some people may put volunteering aside because they
don’t know where to go to find adequate information on such topics and Sparing one’s time for
the needy and less fortunate can manifest many different promising rewards). The response
varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Volunteering is
encouraged; it gives the volunteer self-satisfaction and a feeling of accomplishment).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (They are:,
Greg Miller says that, “It’s kind, That too isn’t) and agreement (negative views … one, The
kindness … prevent, teenagers … a good citizen).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by addressing volunteerism and its

benefits. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in
the documents and the assigned task, provided through the voice of a student advocate for
volunteerism (Many popular music artists … are promoting volunteer work).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to discuss the trend toward student volunteerism (Volunteering … has become a “significant
part of teen culture”), and its benefits (meet new people, gives … satisfaction, learn respect,
become their … career, lives are changed for the better).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on volunteerism, its benefits, and advocacy for a
volunteer program. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from a
presentation of the volunteer program, to the benefits of volunteering (It adds … well-rounded
student), to benefits for the recipients and concluding with the call for students to volunteer for
the school’s new program. Appropriate devices and transitions are used (Lastly, … as well).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (In addition … satisfaction), with evident awareness of audience
and purpose (Since I am secretary, I would like to inform the student body). The response varies
structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (The benefits of such volunteer
programs … the school).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Race
Against the Machines and inturn), punctuation (people, and and  feeling; a thrill), and
agreement (student … they and someone’s personality … their character) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents asserting that many teenagers have

excepted the task of spending time helping others and have found out how great it makes them
feel. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the
documents and the assigned task (To become more aware of the opportunities that await,
contact the student council).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to discuss student volunteerism and its benefits (According to a study by Teenage Research
Unlimited, volunteering is now “in” and According to this graph, 90.2% of teens responding
said that they “gained satisfaction from helping others”).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on teenage acceptance of volunteerism and its benefits.
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from discussion of a personal benefit
(Being able to say “I helped someone today” really makes one feel great) to a group benefit (it
makes others feel good about them), and then to discussion of service-oriented organizations
and benefits gained by recipients. The response concludes with a call to gain more information.
Transitions are appropriate.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (In addition, through volunteering teens learn to
respect others and, in turn, they gain respect for themselves and It is now a caring art rather
than a boring duty), with evident awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies
structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Volunteering does make …
this).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (varrious, Independant,
negitive, sterotypical, hungery, signifigant) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by addressing the increasing trend in

volunteering and its copious benefits. The response makes clear and explicit connections
between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, noting that volunteering
gives teens a chance to express their values and give back to the community.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant specific details from the documents,
stating that between 1991 and 1996 the number of volunteers grew by seven percent. The
response discusses the effect teen volunteerism has on community attitudes toward teens (a
chance to break the stereotype and to find out that teens aren’t a bad community of kids) and
the benefits to teens (Volunteers may learn to be more helpful and kind) and to recipients (the
recipients become more appreciative of today’s youth).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on teen volunteerism. The response exhibits a sequence
of ideas, moving from a definition of volunteering to a discussion of its benefits (Volunteering
shows teens to be … caring people and Although the volunteers themselves recieve great
benefits, the recipients of volunteer assistance are also greatly benefitted) and then to a
conclusion encouraging people to become involved. Appropriate devices and transitions are
used.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (wrongly used, Active volunteer, while embracing,
generational gaps), with evident awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies
structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Teens are beginning to realize
the dual benefits of volunteering).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (prevelent, recieve,
percieved) and punctuation (todays teenagers; Active volunteer, Megan Buscho said; elders it)
that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A 
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Many more students are volunteering for

school and other organizations for their own spiritual benifets as well as the help given to
another). The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the
documents and the assigned task (Teens are finding new benifits and challenges within
volunteering … their attention).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the documents to discuss the trend toward volunteerism and the benefits for the
volunteers. The benefits for the recipients are less developed (Such is the case at soup kitchens
and when teens volunteer to help another go to the store when they cannot).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on volunteerism and its benefits. This topic is discussed
in two separate paragraphs, and is somewhat repetitive. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas, first discussing the trend toward volunteerism, then moving to the benefits
for the volunteers as well as for the recipients, and concluding with an appeal encouraging
students to become volunteers. The non sequitur at the end detracts from the conclusion.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Volunteer work is
strongly encouraged and we ask all of those who are able to to participate). The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Volunteer work is an
important aspect of teen life today.).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (benifets, incrediable,
plothera, dramaticaly, experince), punctuation (years teen; popular and; place they),
capitalization (Back street Boys and Graph), and usage (amount of students) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – B

[68]



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – B

[69]



[70]

Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (There are many benefits for those who

volunteer and especially for the recipients). The response makes implicit connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (That shows how the teens are
being influenced by musical celebrities to go out and make a change in your community by
volunteering).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the documents to discuss the increase in student volunteerism (It is showing how teens are
joining organizations for the cause of volunteering) and the benefits for the volunteer (free
tickets to a Backstreet Boys concert). The benefits for those in need are less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the trend toward student volunteerism and the
benefits of such a program. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first describing
the increase in student volunteerism, moving to supporting examples of the benefits of
volunteering, and concluding with a plea to students to become involved in volunteering.

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (It looks to be and it raised to 95.6%),
with some awareness of audience and purpose (I think that if everyone begins to volunteer,
there will be alot more change shown in all of the students in our school). The response exhibits
some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with uneven success (Also by helping out
other students to learn about volunteering opportunities good because you are helping out
people in the community).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (recieve and alot),
punctuation (says “The Backstreet Boys and You too as), agreement (teens … in your
community and I hope students … to become a better person), and word omission (In an article
… help show and In the graph called … shows how) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C 
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by stating that teen volunteering is the “thing

to do,” and that such volunteerism can give a real sense of achievement and fulfillment. The
response makes implicit (The amount of people volunteering is steadily rising at a rate of about
20% every four years and Volunteering has increased because of schools, and non profit
organizations), although sometimes unwarranted, connections to the assigned task.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the
documents to discuss the increase in student volunteerism as well as the personal benefits for
volunteers (a sense of acomplishment and a higher respet for others). Benefits for recipients are
less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on volunteering for the community. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, focusing first on the increase in student volunteerism, then
on the reasons for this increase, and finally on the benefits (learned to be kind and helpful). The
loosely connected ideas in the second paragraph affect internal consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Volunteering for the
comunity or your school should be done by everyone). The response exhibits some attempt to
vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (First of all … major
reason).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (acording, intrest, curicular,
carrear, probally) and occasional errors in punctuation (Volunteering, may seem and old saying
of; give) and usage (amount of people and to try and solve) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, noting that teen volunteerism has become a

fade in the past 8 years. The response makes a few superficial connections to the task (Many
communities have decided … who need the help).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (Many students began to
volunteer because it was required in school and Josi Henderson also felt that volunteering
helped develope her career goals).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the reasons teens are motivated to volunteer (Many teens
look at volunteering … all bad and Others feel … in all aspects), but fails to maintain it. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure with introductory and body paragraphs. There is no
conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (this generation of kids), with little awareness of audience or
purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven
success (Now teens are beginning to see the benefits or the benefits that you receive from
helping others).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (fade and develope),
punctuation ( text “Volunteerism’s New face”), capitalization (recipients, who), grammar (she
credit her), and usage (8 years) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that volunteering is a really good

thing to do and There are many benefits for both recipients and volunteers. The response makes
few connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Most
people that are volunteering or want to are teen kids ages 12 – 17 years old).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (According to the graph in 1996
there was more benefits gained from teens volunteering than in 1992 and In the article there is
alot of teens volunteering to do many things).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on volunteering (There are many people … help out). The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but the paragraphs consist mainly of loosely
connected ideas.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (teen kids and volunteering is a big thing), with little awareness of
audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect,
but with uneven success (As a volunteer … so they need help).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (grocieries and alot),
punctuation (According to the Graph in 1996 there), and subject-verb agreement (there was
more benefits, there is a lot of teens, there is “twin brothers) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (It’s been proven that by volunetering you not

only help others but improve yourself). The response makes few connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (The #1 benifit is said to be
learning to respect others). Much of the response is based on a discussion of hypothetical
situations (a senior citizen in a retirment home and in your own school systems).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on volunteerism (Become a volenteer!). The response exhibits
a rudimentary structure of three paragraphs.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (& if you don’t care, go home; b/c you can’t go alone; sit idle by &
watch), with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response makes some attempt to vary
sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (benifits and worrie),
punctuation (Its; show, you; volunteers then; do, do it), and capitalization (in 1992, in 1996,
this, Many) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the document (Many students in this past year have

volunteered for programs in helping rebuild communities, needy, and rehab programs). The
response makes few connections between information and ideas in the document and the
assigned task. There is no reference to the graph.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (The only
thing … similar to that) or unjustified (All of students … fun to do).

Organization Suggests a focus on volunteering. The response lacks organization, consisting of one paragraph
loosely related ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Studies show most kids who do volunteering go to college and
or encounter very sucessful jobs). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences
to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (just like you, if you; in
your community you; a difference and we) and grammar (All of students and There is many) that
do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (matching student volunteers with

individuals and community organizations in need of getting out of trouble). The response
alludes to the documents but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (it is something
you can do way you don’t have nothing else to do).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (Alot of teen
around the world help organization group) or unjustified (1992 95.0% also learned to be
helpful and kind and A girl name … help people).

Organization Suggests a focus on volunteerism but lacks organization. The one paragraph response loosely
strings together several facts from the documents.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise or unsuitable for the audience and purpose (go to a contact and
volunteer is a lot of way to help). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences
to achieve an effect (Help you to learn and If you volunteer … you don’t know).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (wented, chane, voluntee),
punctuation (dont and music you), capitalization (trouble it and time it), and grammar (95.6% of
teen, you can celebrates, learn thing, YMCA help little kids) that makes comprehension
difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused or inaccurate understanding of the documents (Since 1992 the school

program have a volunteer work, what is very good for the society and yourself). The response
alludes to the documents but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (Today the
teenagers are more “open mind” for the society).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are
vague (The Key Club helps ours society since a long time ago) or repetitive (The society needs
your help, help your society, help your … society).

Organization Suggests a focus on volunteerism work. The response suggests some organization with a series
of short paragraphs. The response has no conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (Here I am for speak about the
volunteerism work). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an
effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (help. for; club, what;
past) and grammar (for speak, program have a volunteer, what call Key Club, Kids … can be a
member, more “open mind,” more … volunteered themself) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. Although the response implies that volunteering

is of value, it makes no connections between information in the documents and the assigned
task.

Development Is minimal, limited to a personal narration of summer plans (For the summer … neighborhood).
Organization Suggests a focus on volunteering, but brings this focus to a personal level (My brother … eleven

years old). The one paragraph response lacks organization.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Volunteer is a job and trying to better in life). The response

reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.
Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (succed), punctuation

(thats and If you volunteer you), and word omission (you probably succed) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2 and 3, it remains at Level 1 because
the response makes no reference to either document.
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response alludes to benefits (you get to learn

more about people and it feel good), but makes no reference to the documents or task.
Development Is minimal. The response consists of two general statements about the value of volunteering.
Organization Shows no focus or organization.
Language Use Is minimal. The response of two sentences makes assessment unreliable.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3 because
the response addresses only one text.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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