
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, June 15, 2006— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  3 (7)  4
(2)  1 (8)  1
(3)  4 (9)  4
(4)  2 (10)  2
(5)  4 (11)  2
(6)  1 (12)  4

(13)  1
(14)  1
(15)  4
(16)  3
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.

[2]

COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH — SESSION ONE — continued



S
E

S
S

IO
N

 O
N

E
 –

 P
A

R
T

 A
 –

 S
C

O
R

IN
G

 R
U

B
R

IC
L

IS
T

E
N

IN
G

 A
N

D
 W

R
IT

IN
G

 F
O

R
 IN

F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

 A
N

D
 U

N
D

E
R

S
T

A
N

D
IN

G

Q
U

A
L

IT
Y

6
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

5
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

4
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

3
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

2
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

1
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

M
ea

n
in

g
: 

th
e 

ex
te

n
t 

to
w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

re
sp

o
n

se
ex

h
ib

it
s 

so
u

n
d

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g
,

in
te

rp
re

ta
ti

o
n

, a
n

d
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e 
ta

sk
an

d
 t

ex
t(

s)

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t:

 t
h

e
ex

te
n

t 
to

 w
h

ic
h

 id
ea

s
ar

e 
el

ab
o

ra
te

d
 u

si
n

g
sp

ec
if

ic
 a

n
d

 r
el

ev
an

t
ev

id
en

ce
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e
te

xt
(s

)

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
: 

th
e

ex
te

n
t 

to
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

re
sp

o
n

se
 e

xh
ib

it
s

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n

, s
h

ap
e,

 a
n

d
co

h
er

en
ce

L
an

g
u

ag
e 

U
se

: 
th

e
ex

te
n

t 
to

 w
h

ic
h

 t
h

e
re

sp
o

n
se

 r
ev

ea
ls

 a
n

aw
ar

en
es

s 
o

f 
au

d
ie

n
ce

an
d

 p
u

rp
o

se
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

u
se

 o
f 

w
o

rd
s,

se
n

te
n

ce
  s

tr
u

ct
u

re
,

an
d

 s
en

te
n

ce
 v

ar
ie

ty

C
o

n
ve

n
ti

o
n

s:
 t

h
e

ex
te

n
t 

to
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

re
sp

o
n

se
 e

xh
ib

it
s

co
n

ve
n

ti
o

n
al

 s
p

el
lin

g
,

p
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n

,
p

ar
ag

ra
p

h
in

g
,

ca
p

it
al

iz
at

io
n

,
g

ra
m

m
ar

, a
n

d
 u

sa
g

e

-r
ev

ea
l a

n 
in

-d
ep

th
an

al
ys

is
 o

f t
he

 te
xt

-m
ak

e 
in

si
gh

tfu
l

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

id
ea

s 
in

th
e 

te
xt

 a
nd

 th
e 

as
si

gn
ed

ta
sk

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
cl

ea
rly

an
d 

fu
lly

, m
ak

in
g

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
us

e 
of

 a
  w

id
e

ra
ng

e 
of

 r
el

ev
an

t a
nd

sp
ec

ifi
c 

de
ta

ils
 fr

om
 th

e
te

xt

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
cu

s
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l a

nd
co

he
re

nt
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

th
ro

ug
h 

sk
ill

fu
l u

se
 o

f
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
ev

ic
es

 a
nd

tr
an

si
tio

ns

-a
re

 s
ty

lis
tic

al
ly

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

, u
si

ng
la

ng
ua

ge
 th

at
 is

 p
re

ci
se

an
d 

en
ga

gi
ng

, w
ith

 a
no

ta
bl

e 
se

ns
e 

of
 v

oi
ce

an
d 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

au
di

en
ce

 a
nd

 p
ur

po
se

-v
ar

y 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

an
d

le
ng

th
 o

f s
en

te
nc

es
 to

en
ha

nc
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 c
on

tr
ol

 o
f

th
e 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
  w

ith
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 n
o 

er
ro

rs
,

ev
en

 w
ith

 s
op

hi
st

ic
at

ed
la

ng
ua

ge

-c
on

ve
y 

a 
th

or
ou

gh
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 th

e 
te

xt
-m

ak
e 

cl
ea

r 
an

d 
ex

pl
ic

it
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
id

ea
s 

in
th

e 
te

xt
 a

nd
 th

e 
as

si
gn

ed
ta

sk

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
cl

ea
rly

an
d 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

, u
si

ng
re

le
va

nt
 a

nd
 s

pe
ci

fic
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

 th
e 

te
xt

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
cu

s
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f i

de
as

th
ro

ug
h 

us
e 

of
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
ev

ic
es

 a
nd

tr
an

si
tio

ns

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
flu

en
t a

nd
 o

rig
in

al
, w

ith
ev

id
en

t a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
au

di
en

ce
 a

nd
 p

ur
po

se
-v

ar
y 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d
le

ng
th

 o
f s

en
te

nc
es

 to
co

nt
ro

l r
hy

th
m

 a
nd

pa
ci

ng

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 c
on

tr
ol

 o
f

th
e 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
,

ex
hi

bi
tin

g 
oc

ca
si

on
al

er
ro

rs
 o

nl
y 

w
he

n 
us

in
g

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

 la
ng

ua
ge

- 
co

nv
ey

 a
 b

as
ic

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
e 

te
xt

-m
ak

e 
im

pl
ic

it
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
id

ea
s 

in
th

e 
te

xt
 a

nd
 th

e 
as

si
gn

ed
ta

sk

-d
ev

el
op

 s
om

e 
id

ea
s

m
or

e 
fu

lly
 th

an
 o

th
er

s,
us

in
g 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

an
d

re
le

va
nt

 d
et

ai
ls

 fr
om

 th
e

te
xt

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
cu

s
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f i

de
as

 b
ut

m
ay

 la
ck

 in
te

rn
al

co
ns

is
te

nc
y

-u
se

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

la
ng

ua
ge

, w
ith

 s
om

e
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 a

ud
ie

nc
e

an
d 

pu
rp

os
e

-o
cc

as
io

na
lly

 m
ak

e
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 s

en
te

nc
e

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
or

 le
ng

th

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 p
ar

tia
l

co
nt

ro
l, 

ex
hi

bi
tin

g
oc

ca
si

on
al

 e
rr

or
s 

th
at

 d
o

no
t h

in
de

r
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

-c
on

ve
y 

a 
ba

si
c

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
e 

te
xt

-m
ak

e 
fe

w
  o

r 
su

pe
rf

ic
ia

l
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
id

ea
s 

in
th

e 
te

xt
 a

nd
 th

e 
as

si
gn

ed
ta

sk

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
br

ie
fly

,
us

in
g 

so
m

e 
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

th
e 

te
xt

-e
st

ab
lis

h,
 b

ut
 fa

il 
to

m
ai

nt
ai

n,
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

fo
cu

s
- 

ex
hi

bi
t a

 r
ud

im
en

ta
ry

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
 b

ut
 m

ay
in

cl
ud

e 
so

m
e

in
co

ns
is

te
nc

ie
s 

or
irr

el
ev

an
ci

es

-r
el

y 
on

 b
as

ic
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

, w
ith

 li
ttl

e
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 a

ud
ie

nc
e

or
 p

ur
po

se
-e

xh
ib

it 
so

m
e 

at
te

m
pt

 to
va

ry
 s

en
te

nc
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e
or

 le
ng

th
 fo

r 
ef

fe
ct

, b
ut

w
ith

 u
ne

ve
n 

su
cc

es
s

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 e
m

er
gi

ng
co

nt
ro

l, 
ex

hi
bi

tin
g

oc
ca

si
on

al
 e

rr
or

s 
th

at
hi

nd
er

 c
om

pr
eh

en
si

on

-c
on

ve
y 

a 
co

nf
us

ed
 o

r
in

ac
cu

ra
te

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
of

 th
e 

te
xt

-a
llu

de
 to

 th
e 

te
xt

 b
ut

m
ak

e 
un

cl
ea

r 
or

un
w

ar
ra

nt
ed

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 to

 th
e

as
si

gn
ed

 ta
sk

-a
re

 in
co

m
pl

et
e 

or
la

rg
el

y 
un

de
ve

lo
pe

d,
hi

nt
in

g 
at

 id
ea

s,
 b

ut
re

fe
re

nc
es

 to
 th

e 
te

xt
 a

re
va

gu
e,

 ir
re

le
va

nt
,

re
pe

tit
iv

e,
 o

r 
un

ju
st

ifi
ed

-la
ck

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
fo

cu
s 

bu
t s

ug
ge

st
 s

om
e

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n,

 o
r 

su
gg

es
t

a 
fo

cu
s 

bu
t l

ac
k

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
im

pr
ec

is
e 

or
 u

ns
ui

ta
bl

e
fo

r 
th

e 
au

di
en

ce
 o

r
pu

rp
os

e
-r

ev
ea

l l
itt

le
 a

w
ar

en
es

s
of

 h
ow

 to
 u

se
 s

en
te

nc
es

to
 a

ch
ie

ve
 a

n 
ef

fe
ct

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
 la

ck
 o

f
co

nt
ro

l, 
ex

hi
bi

tin
g

fr
eq

ue
nt

 e
rr

or
s 

th
at

 m
ak

e
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

 d
iff

ic
ul

t

-p
ro

vi
de

 m
in

im
al

 o
r 

no
ev

id
en

ce
 o

f t
ex

tu
al

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g
-m

ak
e 

no
 c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
be

tw
ee

n 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
in

th
e 

te
xt

 a
nd

 th
e 

as
si

gn
ed

ta
sk

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

, w
ith

 n
o

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f d

ev
el

op
m

en
t

-s
ho

w
 n

o 
fo

cu
s 

or
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
in

co
he

re
nt

 o
r

in
ap

pr
op

ria
te

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

, m
ak

in
g

as
se

ss
m

en
t o

f
co

nv
en

tio
ns

 u
nr

el
ia

bl
e

- 
m

ay
 b

e 
ill

eg
ib

le
 o

r 
no

t
re

co
gn

iz
ab

le
 a

s 
E

ng
lis

h

• 
If

 t
h

e 
st

u
d

en
t 

 w
ri

te
s 

o
n

ly
 a

 p
er

so
n

al
 r

es
p

o
n

se
 a

n
d

 m
ak

es
 n

o
 r

ef
er

en
ce

 t
o

 t
h

e 
te

xt
(s

),
 t

h
e 

re
sp

o
n

se
 c

an
 b

e 
sc

o
re

d
 n

o
 h

ig
h

er
 t

h
an

 a
 1

.
• 

R
es

p
o

n
se

s 
to

ta
lly

 u
n

re
la

te
d

 t
o

 t
h

e 
to

p
ic

, i
lle

g
ib

le
, i

n
co

h
er

en
t,

 o
r 

b
la

n
k 

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e 

g
iv

en
 a

 0
.

• 
A

 r
es

p
o

n
se

 t
o

ta
lly

 c
o

p
ie

d
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
te

xt
(s

) 
w

it
h

 n
o

 o
ri

g
in

al
 s

tu
d

en
t 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

sc
o

re
d

 a
 0

.

[3]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – A

[4]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – A

[5]



[6]

Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (his spirit has allowed him to do more for others than

most people who are in perfect health). The response makes insightful connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (He has become a voice for the

disabled).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant

and specific details from the text to discuss Reeve’s role as spokesperson for spinal cord

injuries (devotes much of his time to raise funds), his shift from a participant in life to an

observer, and his definition of a hero as an ordinary person who perseveres and endures.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Reeve as a role model for all. The response exhibits

a logical and coherent structure, presenting information about Reeve’s activities as a fundraiser,

his creative pursuits for the disabled and, in contrast, the setbacks he has faced and,

consequently, strived to overcome despite being bound to a wheelchair. Transitions are

skillfully used externally (not satisfied by these efforts) and internally (Despite these

achievements, As he looked at the hundreds of steps, He now believes).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (creating a high-

profile, informative vehicle to help raise awareness), with a notable sense of voice and

awareness of audience and purpose (I would like to make our community aware of the

extraordinary accomplishments disabled people are capable of achieving). Structure and length

of sentences are varied to enhance meaning (There were, however, more than medical

setbacks).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, showing how Christopher Reeve is a model of

perseverance, strength and courage for all people. The response makes insightful connections

between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Christopher Reeve …

triumphed over adversity and Reeve has also sought to develop his creative side).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the text. The response discusses Reeve’s achievements (Reeve has offered hope …

to many other disabled people), his efforts as a father and spouse (he continues to be a loving

and optimistic father and husband), and his heroism for modeling a productive and unselfish

life.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Reeve as a role model for us all. The response

exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from a discussion of Reeve’s public actions as

a spokesperson for the disabled (He has traveled extensively), to his private struggle (he had to

remain strong and supportive), and concluding with Reeve’s new definition of a hero (like the

young quadriplegic boys Reeve met in rehab). Transitions are skillfully used (Despite a tragic

injury, Besides his charitable activities, Today).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (help but be awed and

he has forged … a … life), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of purpose (Many …

people have shown us … that nothing is impossible). The response varies structure and length of

sentences to enhance meaning (By unselfishly speaking … increasing public awareness of the

challenges of paralysis).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining that despite being forced to sit on the

sidelines, Christopher Reeve has accomplished so much. The response makes clear and explicit

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (He shares his

experience with strangers … disabled and This in itself is a worthy trait to be considered

heroic).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss Reeve’s sadness and frustration of living with paralysis, as well as his achievements

(travels all over the country … inspiring others and Along with raising money … to help

promote The American Paralysis Association).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the difficulties Reeve faces and on his heroic

response to them. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from both the

physical and emotional problems associated with his condition to his varied achievements,

although it does return to personal issues in paragraph 4. The response uses appropriate

transitions (And not only must he … but, This in itself, Despite overwhelming odds).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (No longer can Christopher Reeve give his children a hug or

embrace them lovingly), with evident awareness of purpose (As an activist for spinal chord

patients … Foundation). The response varies sentence structure to control rhythm and pacing

(He is a foundation for them and must remain stable and secure).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (people Christopher,

sidelines’ but, problems such, patients Christopher, This though) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[13]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[14]



[15]

Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how the difficult obstacles

Christopher Reeve faced did not prevent him from trying to help others and accomplishing

great achievments. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and

ideas in the text and the assigned task (He has appeared … future and Christopher Reeve is this

hero that he talks about).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss Reeve’s willingness to help others (talking to spinal chord injury patients and

established the Christopher Reeve Foundation) and his extraordinary personal response to his

disability (he can’t mourne the past).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how Christopher Reeve has, through his public and

private life, promoted the accomplishments of the disabled, moving from helping others get

through their disabilities, to what he has done for his family, concluding with his changed

definition of a hero. The response uses appropriate transitions (He also and when, Now).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent, although sometimes awkward (regular people and has made many

great accomplishments), with evident awareness of purpose (One person that is a great

example of this is Christopher Reeve). The response varies length of sentences to control

rhythm and pacing (what he does … extraordinary).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (everyday, chord, comits),

punctuation (accomplishments even and country talking), and grammar (a person … they and a

person … you) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat

weaker in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[16]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[17]



[18]

Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how Christopher Reeve makes other

people’s lives better. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information

and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Although this tragedy … man and it becomes quite

evident that … living his life).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss how Christopher Reeve, despite his being detached from the physical world, has

accomplished much (direct a film, publish a book, visit scientist’s laboratories; participates in

commercials; travels the world). The response makes one unjustified reference to “a terrible

car accident.”

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the difficulties of being disabled and his

achievements despite the disability. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving

from Reeve’s injury, to what he has accomplished, although paragraph 4 lacks internal

consistency, shifting from a discussion of Reeve’s setbacks, to his accomplishments, and then

returning to his setbacks.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (It is natural to think that such a terrible disability … traveling),

with evident awareness of purpose (Christopher Reeve has proven to be a true hero to society).

The response varies sentence structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing

(However, at the peak of his career, his glamorous life was put on hold).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (corageous and

perservere) and punctuation (well known actor; country speaking; top; but) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in organization and conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[19]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[20]



[21]

Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by explaining the qualities and accomplishments that

make Christopher Reeve heroic. The response makes implicit connections between information

and ideas in the text and the assigned task (A commen question … is “What is it like to be

paralised?”).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the text to describe Reeve’s efforts to raise funds (750,000 dollars … given to the

American Paralysis Association) and promote awareness of paralysis (circle of friends

commercial). The idea that heroes are ordinary people who persist through adversity is less

developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Christopher Reeve’s ability to achieve his goals. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through the use of internal transitions (Before his

accident … but after his accident, However, For example), but consistency is weakened by the

presentation of different ideas in paragraph 2 and the lack of external transitions.

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate, although sometimes unclear (give it up and give some up),

with some awareness of purpose (he never looses sight of his goals). The response occasionally

makes effective use of sentence structure (With all the problems … he never stops pushing

ahead).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (paralised, commen,

ageing, Reeves, acomplishments) and punctuation (is “What and over night and) that do not

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[22]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[23]

 Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining that despite his spinal cord injury,

Christopher Reeve has accomplished very much. The response makes implicit connections

between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Christopher Reeve has

appeared all over the country in speaking engagements).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the text to

discuss Reeve’s accomplishments (directed a film, raised $750,000, spoken at Democratic

Conventions), but his transition from participant to observer is undeveloped.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Christopher Reeve’s accomplishments despite his

disability. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure with separate introductory and

concluding paragraphs and one inconsistently organized body paragraph that first discusses

Reeve’s accomplishments, shifts briefly to his deprivation, follows with a discussion of Reeve’s

new definition of a hero, then shifts back to his accomplishments and deprivation.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (All of these obsticlis

… have shown us). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure

(Christopher Reeve has appeared at Oscars … before it was published).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (physicaly, indures,

deporvation), punctuation (but, yet; very much. From; For anyone being; expected. Although),

and capitalization (“Circle of friends”) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

weaker in organization.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[24]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[25]

 Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining how Christopher Reeve’s disability did

not stop him from accomplishing many things. The response makes implicit connections

between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Reeve is able to do everything

except the physical aspect of life).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the text to

discuss Reeve’s accomplishments despite his disability (direct a film, hospitalized 11 times, 2

bloodclots) and his altered definition of who is a hero (like Travis Roy and the family and

friends). The response is less specific about Reeve’s loss of physicality.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Christopher Reeve’s accomplishments. The response

proceeds from a discussion of Reeve’s activities, to his definition of a hero, but the lack of

external transitions weakens internal consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes awkward (The diversity of someone can mean

taking away the physicallity of life), with some awareness of purpose (Christopher Reeve along

with many other disabled are able to accomplish goals). The response exhibits some attempt to

vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (Christopher Reeve, paralyzed has

accomplished many feats for being disabled).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (indor, obsticles, dispite),

punctuation (Reeve disability, disabled he, step’s), and grammar (like … broken arm and Reeve

… are) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

weaker in language use.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A

[26]



[27]

Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (With Reeves paralysis, he still manages to get things

done). The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task (Reeves spends his time raising money).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (raised $750,000 … to the APA and he

speaks on behalf of other).

Organization Establishes a focus on Reeve’s accomplishments. The response exhibits a rudimentary

structure, but is inconsistent, listing some of Reeve’s achievements with alternate comments

about paralysis and heroes.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (Disabilities come in many different forms), with little awareness of

audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect,

but with uneven success (He is hired and invited to speak all over).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Reeves

and reasearch) and grammar (lives of those … lived a normal life and Reeves describe) that do

not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[28]

Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that Reeve speaks all over the country

sharing the experience and awareness of being disabled. The response makes superficial

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Reeves goals are

to hopefully make people … recognize what things can still be achieved).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text. The response offers some details about

Reeve’s activities (appearances, $750,000, a hollywood film, attended the oscars), but fails to

develop other ideas it introduces (Reeves loss of the “physical world”).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on Reeve’s activities to help the cause of the disabled. The

response exhibits a rudimentary structure (introductory statement, information on Reeve’s

achievements, conclusion) which closely follows the chronology of the text.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (contained to a wheelchair) and

awkward (whined up get sickness). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence

structure for effect, but with uneven success (Also through his life … but he also attended the

oscars).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (extrodinary,

obsticales, everytime), punctuation (Reeve a hero, thought not only, life much), the lack of

paragraphing, capitalization (christopher and hollywood), and grammar (he seem and people …

your) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.



[29]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C



[30]

Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining that Christopher Reeve didn’t let his

disability stop him. The response makes superficial connections between information and ideas

in the text and the assigned task (you can still live with a disability).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text to explain Reeve’s accomplishments

(750,000 for the Christopher Reeve fondation, the Pyramid at Quetzalcoatl, friends like Mel

Gibbson).

Organization Establishes a focus on Reeve as an inspiration to other disabled people, but shifts focus to his

accomplishments. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure with an introduction, one body

paragraph listing some of Reeve’s achievements, and a conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes awkward (Mr. Reeve answerd them with a Hero is

someone), with little awareness of audience. The response exhibits some attempt to vary

sentence structure, but with uneven success (Also has give money to the ApA).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (pictorr, soldger, Allie,

overcond), punctuation (Reeve on the other hand didn’t, to inspire him Christopher, its hard),

capitalization (Hold, In, superman), and grammar (has give and a ordinary) that make

comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[31]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[32]

Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (Christopher Reeve was paraliest

after he fell down the stairs). The response alludes to the text but makes unclear connections to

the assigned task (we have to help this disable people).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Is different ways

people could help, people w/disabilities and he has to give more than take) and irrelevant

(These kid was in a car accident).

Organization Suggests a focus on the need to help people with disabilities and Reeve’s accomplishments but

lacks organization, presenting a series of loosely related ideas with no clear connections.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (that is difficult and the the mean reason) and unsuitable for the

audience (w/disabilities). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to

achieve an effect (Also to accomplish and that they could do many things).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Committe, alot,

proffesinoli) and punctuation (like, travel; book writer filim directing; 17 he), inconsistent

capitalization (Publicity Committe), lack of paragraphing, and the omission of inflectional

endings (he still finish, was hospitalize, different reason) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[33]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[34]

Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (He paved the way for stem cell

Research, his foot got Aputated, Fatal Blood clots). The response alludes to the text but makes

unwarranted connections to the task (He Payed for a couple of commercuals).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Christopher

Reeves had to Indure alot of Absicles) and unjustified (While taking theropy for on his Back).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization, using separate paragraphs for the

introduction, body, and conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Christopher Reeves that ther was a cure … some where) and

unsuitable for the audience (clueless). The response reveals little awareness of how to use

sentences to achieve an effect (The fund Raisers that he has started … with his commercials).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Indure, paralisis,

Reaslearching, wat), punctuation (Apsicle One and where so), and grammar (rasid a Awareness

and He gone), and random use of capitalization that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



[35]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (he looked at the world as if he wasnt sick). The

response alludes to the text but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (He didnt want

no one to feel sorry for him).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague

(Still found away to come out strong and took his time out to share his heart).

Organization Suggests a focus on Reeve’s accomplishments but lacks organization, with no clear connection

between ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (put for “but”, is for “his”, heart for “hurt”). The response

reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Fisculy no put mintally).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (away, over come,

diffring), punctuation (didnt, him he, wasnt, disability he,), grammar (diffring meeting and

diffrent outing), and usage (didnt want no one and Through out … disabilities) that make

comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[36]

Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond the reference to Christopher

Reeve’s spinal injury. The rest of the essay is based on personal knowledge. The response

makes no connections to the task.

Development Is minimal, offering only a personal response.

Organization Suggests a focus on Christopher Reeve, but lacks organization, presenting a series of loosely

connected statements about Christopher Reeve’s life.

Language Use Uses basic vocabulary, with little awareness of purpose (The spinal injury … completely

destroyed his life). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure

(Christopher Reeves fell … life).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Reeves and sufferred) and

punctuation (But, there; spine which; human-being) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1

because the response makes no reference to the text.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

[37]

Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond two vague references to the text

(dissabilities and challenge). The response makes no connections to the task.

Development Is minimal. The response correctly mentions two ideas from the text, but fails to discuss either.

The third assertion is not based on the text.

Organization Shows no focus or organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[38]



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[39]



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[40]



Part A — Practice Paper – B

[41]



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[42]



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[43]



[44]

Part A — Practice Paper – C



Part A — Practice Paper – D

[45]



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[46]



[47]

Part A — Practice Paper – E



[48]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that the continued occurence of acid rain

has caused many harmful effects and suggesting practical solutions to the problem. The

response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the

assigned task (The result is environmentally dangerous and As the dominant species of the

planet, humans … against the pollution of our world).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents, explaining that acid deposition has altered both aquatic and land 

environments and that these particles mix with other elements … which lower pH levels of their

surroundings. The response discusses using alternative fuel sources, proper home insulation,

and carpooling as ways to conserve energy.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on effects of acid rain and practices to remedy the

problem. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from the cause of acid

deposition, to a discussion of its effects on inhabitants of water and land, to possible solutions. 

The conclusion reinforces the human obligation to protect the environment. Transitions are

skillfully used (However, In other words, Another).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated (tremendous repercussions and destruction … must be decreased),

with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (to right the wrong, so to

speak). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Since most

acid deposition is caused … eliminating that source of electricity generation).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by stating that acid rain is a problem … which, if

not reduced will have a lasting impact on the populations of North America. The response

makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned

task (It impacts all living organisms … in which they live and More than 50% of Nitrogen

Oxide emissions … come from forms of transportation).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents to discuss the effect of acid deposition as a result of technological

advances and suggest ways to reduce acid rain, and reverse the damage. The response notes

the main setback for alternate energy sources, however, is their high cost and states

surprisingly, there are also things individuals can do … as simple as turning off … appliances.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the effects of acid rain. The response exhibits a

logical sequence of ideas by identifying the causes (primarily the activities of humans and their

effects on living things) and concluding with ways to reduce acid rain. The response uses

appropriate transitions to include information from the graph (The graph also indicates …

industrial sources).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (irreversible and

toxicity), with a notable awareness of audience and purpose (It is our responsibility to … restore

the environment). The response varies sentence structure and length to enhance meaning (The

effects of acid rain have no national borders, and the damage it causes is not only in North

America, but also global).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (lakes

their; rain, and reverse; aware of the problem, and take actions) and capitalization (Sulfur

Dioxide and Nitrogen Oxide).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by establishing the worsening problem in

the environment posed by acid rain. The response makes clear and explicit connections

between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task by noting that it has

become our responsibility to recognize our fault in the matter, and to find a solution.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss the causes of acid rain (due to North America’s industrialized and commercialized

environment) and the ways that society and individuals can solve the problem (many alternate

energy sources, natural gas powered vehicles, using energy efficient appliances).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the hazardous problem of acid rain and its solutions.

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first acknowledging the problem of acid rain,

identifying the source (These emissions have been produced by … industrial sources), then

presenting the effects (the entire food chain is disrupted) and current solutions. Appropriate

transitions are used (According to the graph and First of all).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (feel the repercusions, indisputable fact, ecological effects) but 

sometimes inaccurate (come to be due, their for “there”, done on all angles), with evident

awareness of audience and purpose (By recognizing our responsibility … help fix the situation). 

The response varies sentence structure and length to control rhythm and pacing (Either way, the

effects are the same).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (potentally,

comododies, disasterous) and punctuation (way the, large scale, problem however).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, asserting that acid rain is an

environmental issue which needs to be taken care of. The response makes clear and explicit

connections between the information in the documents and the task (burning fossil fuels to

produce electricity is one of the main causes of acid rain and use cars as little as possible).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss the harmful effects of acid rain (fish eggs cannot hatch … some adult fish die) and

possible solutions to the problem (use electricity as little as possible, carpool, use public

transportation).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the effects of acid rain on the environment and

solutions to the problem. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first 

acknowledging the size of the problem (There are many problems … Acid Rain being one of the

biggest), followed by discussions of its causes (Most of the SO2 … comes from burning fossil

fuels), effects (an ecosystem is disrupted), and, finally, solutions.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (To save aquatic

ecosystems, something must be done). The response occasionally makes effective use of

sentence structure and length (Due to the connection of all organisms … killing all life in these

areas).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in capitalization (Acid

Rain and Nitrogen) and grammar (One … their and individual … their).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, identifying the negative impacts of acid

rain on the continent and ways to reduce the problem. The response makes clear and explicit 

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, noting that

taking action will save the enviroment.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss the causes of acid rain (burning fossil fuels), along with its effects (decrease

biodiversity) and solutions (alternate energy sources, carpooling, using electric appliances

when needed).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the problem of acid rain and its solutions. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from a presentation of a problem (the

primary causes of acid rain are sulfer dioxide and nitrogen oxides), to methods to reduce

emissions (natural gas powered vehicles and maintaining vehicles), to consequences affecting

the human and animal enviroment if nothing is done. The conclusion reinforces the need to take

action. Appropriate transitions are used (According to the article, also, However).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (However there are

many actions … to reduce the problem of acid rain). The response occasionally makes effective

use of sentence structure and length (Using alternative energy sources can greatly reduce the

many negative effects of acid rain).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (sulfer and enviroment) 

and punctuation (United States the, transportation many, Also only, fish reducing) that do not 

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning  Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, noting that North America has realized acid

rain’s threat to the ecosystem. The response makes generally implicit connections between

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (there is a rather large chance

they will die … from a low pH).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the

documents to discuss solutions to acid rain (“Insulate your home …” because the less energy …

the less emissions). The response discusses the impact on animal life less specifically (Many

animals that eat fish or frogs could die from starvation).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on acid rain’s clear and dangerous threat to the

enviornment and suggestions that will make a difference. The response exhibits a logical

sequence of ideas by first establishing the problem of acid rain, then moving to its cause (sulfur

dioxide and nitrogen oxide), its effects (If the acidity … kill the aquatic life … will die from the

increased aluminum levels) and its solutions (walk if possible). Appropriate transitions are used

(Every person … help the solution and Another major factor).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, that is at times imprecise (effected for “affected”), with some

awareness of audience and purpose (Researchers … compiled a few suggestions … acid rain

less of a threat). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length

(Fish are very vulnerabe and can easily die … change in the water’s pH).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (work however; life,

because; heat, when) and grammar (person… they, Making … and being … is) that do not

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 4 – B 

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents (This problem affects a variety of things,

from plants and animals to human health), while calling on our planet to reach a solution. The

response makes clear and explicit connections between information in the documents and the

assigned task (the Electronic Utilities … caused a high percent of Sulfer Dioxide to be

released).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents to discuss the impact chronic acidity has on biodiversity (reduce a

population of fish), while limiting the discussion of what an individual can do to help improve

the situation, to turning off appliances and lowering settings.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the issues associated with acid rain. The response exhibits a

rudimentary structure, presenting separate paragraphs of information, but is inconsistent,

shifting from the definition of chronic acidity, to the definition of the pH scale, to industrial

pollution. The response concludes with an individual call for conservation (If we act now).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (A person can help if

enough collectively try). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or

length (The effect the acidic rain has … multiple factors).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (industrys, soulfer, chace)

and punctuation (scale the; air, and; graph for) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

stronger in meaning and somewhat weaker in organization.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – C

[71]



[72]

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – C



[73]

Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Acid rain has many effects on many things).

The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and

the assigned task [The primary cause of acid deposition is sulfur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen

oxides (NOx)].

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the

documents to discuss the acidity of wet and dry deposition, the pH scale, and harm to … 

aquatic species. The role of alternate energy sources is less developed.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on acid rain and its effects. The response exhibits a logical

sequence of ideas, presenting a discussion of causes, effects and solutions, but the lack of

external transitions affects the internal consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (as you can see, acid

rain causes problems in the Earth’s ecosystem). The response occasionally makes effective use

of sentence structure and length (The way plants and animals are affected … that depend on 

water).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Basicaly and efficiant) 

and punctuation (cars, then and streams., and) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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 Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (plants, animals, and humans are affected by “Acid

rain”) and provides possible solutions. The response makes few connections between the text 

and the assigned task (The soil cannot absort the acidity and leads to toxicity of the water).

There is no reference to the graph.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Wet deposition is acidic rain, fog and 

snow and insulate it … as best as possible).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on problems associated with acid rain. The response exhibits a

rudimentary structure, but includes irrelevancies (individuals are unaware of “wasting

habits!”).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (If you arent using

something, turn it off and unplugg it). The response occasionally makes effective use of

sentence length (Conserve energy!).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (particals and everthing),

punctuation (rain” Technically, Predominately fish, power The), capitalization (Natural,

However, Eating), and grammar (water sheds … its and problems … is) that do not hinder 

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that there are two types, wet and dry acid

deposition. The response makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the

text and the task (This affects … many types of plants and animals and acidic particles get 

blown onto buildings). There is no reference to the graph.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Wet deposition is acid rain, fog and

also snow and Dry deposition could refer to acidic gases and paricles).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on acid rain (what it does to us and what we can do to reduce

the problems). The response exhibits a rudimentary introduction, body, and conclusion.  The

response includes some inconsistencies (will be discussed later in more detail).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (how does that effect

me and my environment?). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure

or length (Almost half of the acid … comes back down to Earth through dry deposition).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (most importantly

what, worlds atmosphere, rains the) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that acid rain impacts North America and 

there are suggestions … to reduce the problem. The response makes superficial connections

between the text and the task (Many cause of acid rain and many alternative energy sources).

There is no reference to the graph.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague and repetitive

(reduce this problem and alternatives to this problem).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the effects of acid rain and ways to reduce it. The response

exhibits a rudimentary structure, listing some effects of acid rain and some alternate sources

(nuclear power, hydropower … and solar energy). The conclusion restates the issue (acid rain

is a big problem).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (there are bad cases

of acid rain). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with

uneven success (Because of acid rain there is a major impact on North America).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Besides that there,

Also acid rain, In conclusion yes) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that the USA and Canada are both having 

very larg problems with acid rain. The response makes few connections between information

and ideas in the text and the assigned task (many more places will be hurt by te Acid rain

problem), and alludes to the graph.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (winds are a very big part … cause

both wet and dry acidity and Materials and human health are also thigs effects by acid rain),

but is predominately copied from the text.

Organization Suggests a focus on the problem of acid rain (the US is a very large problemz needs to be fixed

soon or else … Acid rain). The response suggests an organization, consisting of the definition

of acid rain followed by separate paragraphs that closely follow the organization of the text.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (witch for “which” and Acid rain are depootions has a variety) 

or copied from the text. The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to

achieve an effect (acide partical built up in Side them witch in turne wil form rain drops).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (larg, Acordig, fallig,

livig), punctuation (for not just are nation but many others and rivers many places),

capitalization (Graph, inSide, Supported), and grammar (depootions has and Acid rain … effect) 

that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in meaning and development.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – B

[82]



[83]

Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Acid depositions … can effects are

Ecosystems … and other living things), but makes unclear and unwarranted connections to the

assigned task (Acid Rain can effects materials and Some acid Lakes have No Fish).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas (Acid Rain can effects … human health), but references

to the text are vague (there are other sources of electricity like Nuclear power, hydropower).

Organization Suggests a focus on solutions to the problem (By Conserving energy Turn off lights, Computers) 

and suggests some organization on the problem of acid rain and its effects.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (are for “our”, If the ph of water is 5 most Fish eeg can not

hatch a ph that is low, when fossil fuels is the help). The response reveals little awareness of

how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (rian, eeg, re Dousee),

punctuation (things Acid, streams the, roads Acid), capitalization (Known, Falling, Back), and 

grammar (piont of Kill Fish and the effect it called ) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (Acid Rain could be very damaging). The

response alludes to the documents, but makes unclear connections to the task (it comes from

electric Power).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Acid Rain has an 

incredible negative effect).

Organization Suggests a focus (The impact of acid rain on North America) and suggests some organization,

consisting of effects of acid rain and solutions to the problem (natural gas powered vehicles,

battery Powered cars).

Language Use Is minimal. Uses language that is predominately copied from the text.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

weaker in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response implies that acid rain causes harm

to plants and animals but makes no connections to the documents and the assigned tasks.

Development Is minimal. The response consists of a general statement (Acid rain is one of the United States

environmental issues) and some information from the opening paragraph of the text (acids fall

out of the atmosphere), with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus (environmental issues that is effecting our ecosystem) but lacks organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes no original connections to

the documents and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus. The response suggests some organization by grouping effects and

the impact of acid rain, followed by a brief mention of a primary cause and a solution

(conserving energy).

Language Use Is minimal. The response’s original language is at times incoherent (The impact that has rain

acid deposition has variaty) and relies on copied material from the text. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

organization.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The

Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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