SESSION ONE
FORTEACHERS ONLY

The University of the State of New York
REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH

Tuesday, January 23, 2007— 1:15 to 4:15 p.m., only
E SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE
Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http// www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1) 2 (7) 2
(2) 1 (8) 4
(3) 4 9) 3
(4) 3 (10) 1
(5) 4 (11) 4
6) 2 (12) 1

(13) 2
(14) 1
(15) 3
(16) 4
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COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH — SESSION ONE — continued

Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—

* Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format

* Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task

 Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
¢ Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
e Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
e Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary
(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—

* Raters score a set of five papers individually

e Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move
on to actual scoring

When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the students essay or
answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any

kind.

Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point. The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Paper — Part A—Level 6 — A
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Anchor Level 6 — A
Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text by explaining Peter Benchley’s account of the condition
of our oceans in the hope that by working together we can save the world from ourselves. The
response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task, imploring the audience to join our club, and see what you can do to help save our
oceans.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to explain Benchley’s new insights about sea creatures (sharks only attack
humans by accident) and to describe the damages caused by overfishing (salmon have
disappeared, restrictions on cod-fishing and bass-fishing, Crabs ... are no longer plentiful) and
pollution (it decreases the amount of oxygen, bays and sounds are nearly dead-zones, 5% of the
oil). The response also discusses efforts at remediation (restriction placed on fishing and water
quality has even been restored).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the need for involvement to solve the ocean’s
environmental problems. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure by first
explaining the change in Benchley’s attitudes about the sea, then discussing the problems of
overfishing and pollution, and finally encouraging students to act. Transitions within
(Unfortunately and Surprisingly) and between paragraphs (7wenty years ago, Over the past,
Another major problem) are skillfully used.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (the tides of
devastation can be turned), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and
purpose (My fellow students ... ocean environment). The response varies the structure and
length of sentences to enhance meaning (Sharks ... edible and For every human killed by a
shark, ... by humans).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even when using
sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 1n all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (The unnecessary deaths of millions of innocent marine
creatures, sharks, illustrate the destruction human ignorance can cause). The response makes
insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Fish
populations have been declining at an alarming rate; the sole cause: overfishing and In light of
all the destruction, small steps have been started to ... reverse their effects).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to support a discussion about species destruction (This menace, the great
white shark, was thought to attack and kill humans because it was their nature), the effects of
pollution (these decrease the amount of available oxygen in the sea, leaving less for other
marine animals), and remediation efforts (Modern technology has conceived of many products
to improve the ocean).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the causes of the destruction and the effects these
actions have on the entire oceanic world. The response exhibits a logical and coherent
structure, moving from the wasteful slaughter of sharks and other species to the ways toxins
from sink drains and chemical industries and silt run-off from tree-cutting have destroyed rich
habitats of marine life. Transitions are skillfully used (Because of this, In fact, In light of all the
destruction).

Language Use

Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Even though our
knowledge has greatly expanded, we are still naive and ignorant in the complexities of the
oceanic world), with a notable sense of voice (More mysterious than the far reaches of outer
space, is something a little closer to home: the ocean) and awareness of audience and purpose
(We need to be more environmentally aware and active). The response varies sentence length to
enhance meaning (Today, we know this is not true).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (space, is)
and agreement (shark ... their nature and deaths ... is).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it 1s somewhat weaker

1n conventions.
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Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how the ocean-wide destruction we
are currently practicing needs to trigger efforts to protect the ocean. The response makes clear
and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task
(Oceans also experience problems when estuaries and areas near river mouths leading to the
ocean are destroyed).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
describe man’s destructive fishing methods (These nets destroy everything in their path) and
pollution (Nitrogen and phosphorus enter the streams and rivers and lead to a depletion of
oxygen in the water).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how more and more of the ocean is being destroyed.
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, beginning with a warning that people must
change their attitudes toward the sea and then showing human culpability, from wasteful
fishing methods (dead bodies of sharks that were caught and stripped of their fins for soup) to
habitat destruction (buildings being constructed ... leads to the loss of ... wildlife). The response
uses appropriate transitions (This concern, also, as well as).

Language Use | Uses language that is fluent (When untreated chemical waste from everyday human activity is
flushed into river and stream systems, nature’s balance is disrupted), although occasionally
repetitive (overuse of destroy and disrupt), with evident awareness of purpose (people must
change their attitudes toward the sea). The response varies sentence length to control rhythm
and pacing (However, sharks are not like that at all).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (havok and
devestating) and punctuation (ourselves?! and left ... before) only when using sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 1n all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 -B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how humans have done damage to
the ocean and that it needs to be saved. The response makes clear and explicit connections
between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Lastly, people damage the
ocean by cutting down trees and clearing hills).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
explain our wasteful killing of sharks (perceived as a nuisance), our overfishing, our
widespread pollution, and recent improvements in water quality (Fishing, hunting, and ocean
dumping laws have been tightened).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how badly humans treat the ocean and on how
humans have to change their attitude. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas,
moving from the overfishing of sharks and other endangered species of fish to the harm humans
do to the ocean through waste products and silt runoff from cutting down trees and clearing
hills. The response uses appropriate transitions (Eventually, Sharks are not the only, One of the
most harmful things).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent (The ocean needs to be saved ... such as the school’s environmental
club), though sometimes inexact (waste is produced with sea life, roll for “role,” Benchley
quoted that), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Join the environmental club of
this school). The response varies sentence length to control rhythm and pacing (Has anyone
ever wondered why it was a big hit though?).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Eventually the;
unknown. A; it’s contents) and grammar (write it different and Sharks ... creature that is) that do
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

1n conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how man’s ill treatment has put the
oceans in grave danger, then appealing for help to save these animals, and their home. The
response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task (As a result of all this pollution and overfishing ... abundant).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
discuss how overfishing has caused the world’s fish catch to decline, how wastes and chemicals
... pollute the worlds’ waters, and how, despite water quality improvement, we need to do
more.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the problems of our treatment of oceans and exhibits
a logical sequence of ideas, moving from the decline of fish populations, to the waste and
chemical pollution flushed into the seas, to an appeal to help save ... the ocean. The response
lacks internal consistency in paragraph 2 by shifting discussion from slaughtered sharks to
overfishing, toxic waste, and pollution.

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent (Already, since drift nets have been banned, fish populations have
risen), though occasionally awkward (bans have been placed on fishing regulations), with
evident awareness of audience and purpose (Did you know that over 100 million sharks are
killed each year?). The response varies sentence structure to control thythm and pacing (And
that certainly is not by accident).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (definitly, villanious,
extincion), punctuation (grown, and changed, it’s level; yet. Problems), and capitalization (New
Foundland and Environmental Legislation) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it 1s somewhat weaker
1n organization and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Wasting the elements of the seas not only effects the
marine life ... but ... will gradually effect humans in a negitive way). The response makes
implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (/7 is
delocate and needs to be conserved before it is gone forever).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the text to
describe the detrimental effects of pollution (oceans are poluted with toxins and Wast ... as well
as oil ... causes marine life to die) and overfishing of sharks (Over one million sharks are
slaughtered), but ways in which other such animals ... may someday become eliminated is not
developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the importance of saving the ocean enviorment for
the good of sea life and humans and exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, presenting information
to show that sharks pose little danger to humans while humans pose great danger to the sea. The
response lacks internal consistency by combining information about pollution, preservation,
overfishing, and extinction of sea life in the same paragraph (paragraph 3).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of purpose (The ocean eniviorment needs to
be controled and taken care of). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure (Benchley states that most deaths which occure in the sea are “accidents” ... than a
shark attack).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (enviorment, negitive,
occure, poluted) and occasional errors in punctuation (worlds waters, ocean and, dangerous not
only), capitalization (Wast and Author), and grammar (are drowmn) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 1n all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that saving the ocean is an essential part in
keeping planet earth alive and healthy. The response makes implicit connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Understanding the problem is a step to

fixing it).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to explain the effects of human carelessness (9 pounds of marine life is killed for
every 1 pound of shrimp harvested and when it rains all the water makes the soil ... run down
into streams and lakes to pollute them). Measures taken to alleviate the problem are less
specifically developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the need for people to keep our environment clean
and exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from the essential importance of marine life to
a discussion of how people’s selfishness leads to overfishing and pollution. The response lacks
internal consistency (introduction of an unrelated idea at the end of paragraph 3).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (We have to
understand ... a problem). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure
(People have been working together and changing their attitudes toward the sea to keep it
alive).

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (carelessen,
contaminats, eles), punctuation (planet we, rief killing, trees and when it rains all), and
grammar (Millions ... is, been tighten, creatures ... was) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 — C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that students do not think about their
surrounding ocean enviroment and then explaining why they should do so. The response makes
implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (/ beg that
you please consider these startling numbers).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to describe abuses of fish (1.5 million sharks are killed by humans ... to be used as
shark soup) and the danger of ocean pollution (let dirt leak into the oceans & clog the pores of
the fish). The idea of overfishing (Careless harvesting of shrimp) is less developed.

Organization

Establishes an appropriate focus on pollution affecting ... wildlife and humans but lapses into a
discussion of oppression and abuse. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure
(introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion) but is inconsistent, shifting the
discussion from pollution to oppression and abuse, then returning to pollution, with no
discussion of the effects on Aumans established in the introduction.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language that is occasionally inexact (dicemination for “decimation” and
instinct for “extinct”), with some awareness of audience and purpose (These ... startling
numbers will not go away unless fellow students do something). The response occasionally
makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Now, however, is the time).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (grosly, beleif, opresser),
punctuation (movie Jaws., A and fellow student I), and grammar (harvesting ... are and numbers
.. it) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in organization.
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Anchor Level 3 — A
Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Many of these animals die because of humans). The
response makes a few connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned
task (fo save the oceans invironmet ... stop killing ocean creaters and Everyone shold try and do
something for the oceans enviroment).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Four to five million sharks are killed
by humans and five percent of the oil in the ocean is by ships).
Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on human behavior as the main cause of environmental

problems in the oceans. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, with an introduction that
states the problem and two paragraphs that offer ways to solve the problem (stop killing these
animals and not polluting), ending with a summary conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally imprecise (because of their fins for soup and
they had to band fourty miles of sea), with little awareness of audience (People should not kill
as many sealife). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with
uneven success (Many animals are dieng an thing).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dieng, samon,
creaters, likley), punctuation (water’s are, animals then, five percent ... by ships five million
by), grammar (There is many reasons and sealife ... them), and pronoun references (they kill
sharks because they kill humans and they had to close the cod sea) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, warning that we are polluting the oceans and
endangering the marine speices. The response makes few connections between information and
ideas in the text and the assigned task (were not the only ones in danger of the sea and Save the
ocean and appriciate it!).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Many marine life are caught on fish
lines/nets and there is limited cod and bass).

Organization

Establishes a focus on the dangers facing the ocean and what needs to be done. The response
exhibits a rudimentary structure that primarily lists brief ideas (reverse and protect the sea,
discarding their wastes, fins for soup).

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally imprecise (the way the world was presented
toward sharks and were for “we’re”), with little awareness of audience and purpose. The
response exhibits some attempt to vary sentences for effect, but with uneven success (A
comparison of one human life is considerd to be 4.5 million shaks).

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (snorklors, sloughter,
traggic), punctuation (sea there is and earlier. So,), grammar (life are and there is ... cod and
bass), and shifts in point of view that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 - C
Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Pollution endangers humankind and scatters in
ocean water). The response makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the
text and the assigned task (People really need to change their attuidude about the sea and This
is why you should join the environmental club).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(Pollution is mostly cause by toxic chemicals, cars, and ships and In 1989 their was to much
over fishing), irrelevant (Fisher wasn’t making money), and unjustified (environmental club
recover some beaches).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the need to save the ocean environment. The response
exhibits a rudimentary structure with an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion,
but contains inconsistencies (the last sentence of paragraph 3 introduces a new idea).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (People really need to change) that is occasionally imprecise (then
for “than,” their for “there,” to for “too,” banded for “banned”). The response exhibits some
attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with uneven success (Sharks are the victims
and other creatures).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (electrol, magectics,
attuidude) and punctuation (protection not and but, we), and frequent errors in grammar
(provides food and save, mostly cause by, think of sharks are evil, killed from men, a accident)
and shifts in point of view that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 2 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (4 mindlest obnivor attacks boats,
humans). The response alludes to the text but makes unwarranted connections to the assigned
task (By not saving your environment this can cause sharks to attack humans, and boats).

Development

Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(about 11 million gallons is like the amount of oil spills), repetitive (killing ... sharks, skark will
attack, sharks are killed, sharks were slaugtered), or unjustified (4 3,000 pound shark will
attack humans instead of a sea lion).

Organization

Suggests a focus (Saving the Ocean Environment is very important) but lacks organization. The
response presents a series of loosely connected ideas in the body paragraph and lacks a
conclusion.

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise (The bodies of the sharks fins were used for soup and the spills
from the cut down trees were washed away) and sometimes incoherent (killing of the sharks
from the beaches, the Ocean and the streets, and highways). The response reveals little
awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (weakenes, dround,
disapered), punctuation (that this and life, about), and capitalization (Ocean Environment and
Samon) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (20 years with Relation with the
sea and they had change there way of life and there form). The response alludes to the text (/¢
about the ocean environment by Peter Benchley, a author of the novel Jaws) but makes unclear
connections to the assigned task (Costa Rica a sea full of sharks).

Development

Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (On
1970, there was a more shark and other animal in the sea), irrelevant (A fishmen cut a big
shark), and unjustified (They want to train the shark and When a car is in the water, It polute
the water).

Organization

Suggests a focus on the ocean environment but lacks organization, presenting a series of
unrelated ideas.

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise (cut for “caught” and They fear the sea, even then the shark,
because is so deep and unknow). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences
to achieve an effect (For the students to join the enviromental club of the school).

Conventions

Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (fishmen, unknow, polute),
punctuation (novel Jaws; ago. A; sea and), random capitalization (Join, It, Ruin, Relation), and
grammar (It about the ocean, because is, shark and other animal, close to Ruin the water) that
make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 - C

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (The actor Peter Benchley of the novel Jaws, is
write about his book and How people can help finish the ocean environment). The response
alludes to the text but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (In the account that was
readed to me was about a ... 4,550 white shark).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(Before today the car that would pass by the ocean the gas for the car would be wash into the
ocean), irrelevant (As for the boat the shark would hit it or bit it to see if it was eatable and
that’s how it would happen), and unjustified (/1,000,000 oil tanks ... was killing the fishes).

Organization Suggests a focus (how people can try to keep the ocean environment clean and save) but lacks
organization. The response is a single paragraph consisting of loosely related sentences
referring to sharks, oil spills, and the environment.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (he would to write, save for “safe,” know for “now”). The
response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.
Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (fisher man, throught,

eatable), punctuation (can’t, also; didnt; wasnt; for cars, by doing), capitalization (and How,
today he, ocean also), and grammar (is write, was readed, He ... talk, would be wash) that make
comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 — A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond one vague reference to millions of other
beings.

Development Is minimal, offering primarily a personal response.

Organization Is too brief to demonstrate organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 — B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond vague references to ideas in the prompt.
Development Is minimal.
Organization Is too brief to demonstrate organization.
Language Use Is minimal.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B—Score Level 3

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C—Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.

Practice Paper D—Score Level S

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in development.

Practice Paper E-Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by addressing areas of concern (a major source
of extracurricular income and vending machines ... do not make for a balanced dief) and by
proposing a compromise (why not push for reforms to what is offered?). The response makes
insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task,
arguing that passing a bill ... could severely damage a school’s income and will do little to
address the problem of childhood obesity.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the documents to discuss issues related to funding (programs could suffer),
placement of machines (Students ... will be further tempted), and lack of physical education (the
number of students ... dropped by 13%).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the need for compromise. The response exhibits a
logical and coherent structure by first discussing the need for funding and then presenting
alternatives to the bill to ban all vending machines. Transitional devices are skillfully used
(However, I ask you to consider and On the subject of soda machines).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (provide a happy
medium and eliminate students’ dependency), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of
audience and purpose (As you well know, Senator, vending machines ... can no longer be
ignored). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Maybe it’s
time to change that way of thinking).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by challenging a reactionary ban on vending
machines, suggesting students will find other ways to consume junk food, and arguing that
physical and nutritional education with vending machine profits is a wiser choice. The response
makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned
task, citing the abject failure of Prohibition as a caution against experiments like this in
enforced health and morality.

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to explain the issues surrounding the bill to ban vending machines (92% of all school cafeterias
offer a la carte options and Schools are traditionally considered to be under local, not state or

federal control) and to discuss the schools’ need for revenue (Schools now depend on
“‘commissions” from vending machine sales).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that a ban on vending machines will have no
benefit. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, skillfully using rhetorical
questions to challenge the opposing argument (Would the state next propose a ban on bag
lunches? and what will banning the machines accomplish?) and concluding with a definitive
position (Junk food may be a serious problem ... but simply banning vending machines would
not solve it).

Language Use

Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (made a discovery in
nutrition and failed to share it and a similarly flawed tactic), with a notable sense of voice (/
must urge you to vote) and an awareness of audience and purpose (So, as a state senator ... such
legislation in inappropriate). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance
meaning (Few things are as easy ... as dumping quarters into a vending machine ... is anything
but simple).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although 1t 1s somewhat weaker

in development.
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Anchor Level 5 - A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by advocating a ban on vending machines (As
the Senator of New York, it is vital for you to vote for this ban) while acknowledging the
validity of both sides of the argument (obesity in children ... increasing concern and force
schools to choose alternative methods of obtaining funding). The response makes insightful
connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (By
promoting this usage of vending machines, schools and educators are blurring the line of
healthy living, and they must change their ways).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to discuss the prevalence of vending machines (54% of high schools offer vending machines in
various locations) and to suggest the hazardous consequences (Many senators and legislators
believe these school vending machines ... cause of the modern state of obesity).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on proposed legislation and the pressing need to ban
vending machines in schools. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure as it moves
from summarizing the arguments to calling for action (No matter how schools and legislatures
arrive at an agreement ... be done immediately) through the skillful use of appropriate devices
and transitions (According to the newest census and However, if schools are to change ...

legislators are going to have to help ... funding).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (numbers ... are most assuredly higher now), with
evident awareness of audience and purpose (Vote to ban ... vending machines in schools). The
response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (She is
absolutely right).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (whilest and
exersize) and capitalization (Senator of New York and senator Martha Escutia) only when using
sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and organization.
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Anchor Level 5-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by identifying issues associated with
vending machines and advocating that schools should ban the use of vending machines. The
response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents
and the assigned task, stating / have done some research .. to provide you with valid
information to help you in your decision-making process.

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the documents to discuss the conflict between the need for revenue (commissions ... used
Jfor extracurriculars) and the health concern posed by junk food (no wonder why obesity in
children is on the rise). The issue of funding extracurricular activities is less developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the vending machine debate. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, first by comparing benefits (schools truly have good intentions) with
detriments (students have the opportunity to drink soda .. which is extremely unhealthy),
followed by briefly proposing a funding alternative (schools can hold fundraisers). Transitions
are appropriately used (According to, such as, also).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (The issue has
now reached New York State and you, the senator, have the opportunity to vote). The response
varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (If that means ... so be it).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (service
ninety-two and unhealthy, and), grammar (commissions ... is, they also are a disadvantage to
them, vending machines ... is), and proofreading (o to).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in development.
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Anchor Level 5 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by asserting that an unhealthy school diet
contributes to an unhealthy America and arguing that schools should not be promoting the sale
of junk food. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas
in the documents and the assigned task, suggesting that we should promote healthy diets.

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the
documents to discuss poor eating habits (Eating a bag of Doritos ... not a sound breakfast) and
other measures to be taken to decrease childhood obesity (an increase in physical activity
during the school day). The issue of school and soda company contracts and the concern that
schools need extra money are less developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the need to ban vending machines. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first defining a poor diet (4 child’s diet should not be based
on foods like candy and soda), followed by discussing serious health concerns, then offering
suggestions (There are other ways to decrease childhood obesity), and concluding with a direct
appeal (Vote Yes). The discussion in the fifth paragraph lacks internal consistency.

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent, although sometimes repetitive (the overuse of should and
according to), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Schools are supposed to
educate children about healthy diets, not steer them away from that). The response varies
structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (What is junk food? and Not only
must we ban ... but we must take other measures as well).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling
(Overwieghtness, cholestrol, definetly).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it 1s somewhat weaker
in development and organization.
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Anchor Level 4 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a through understanding of the documents by exploring the controversy over vending
machines in schools (its okay if you eat junk, Contracts between the schools and food industry
doesn’t help the situation, school need to find a new way of brining in money). The response
makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned
task (school boards ... let the vending machines be in their schools ... that is not right and
change the diets ... by banning vending machines).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response discusses the effects of contracts on
vending machines in schools (having contracts with the food/soda companies brings in their
“so well” needed money). Youths obesity and fund raisers are less developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the need to vote for banning school vending
machines to help students understand how to obtain healthy diets. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas by first establishing that junk food should not be offered to students ...
anytime of the school day, then arguing that diets cause obesity, emphasizing that schools are
subjecting students to unnutritional foods. The response concludes by asking the senator to vote
to ban vending machines in school. The response is weakened by a lack of external transitions.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (This is why you
should vote for the bill). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure
and length ( think that you should consider all the facts about nutrition before you vote on this
bill).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (dont, we as students
have, its their diets, company they should), and occasional errors in spelling (Maybee, brining,
twards) and grammar (industry blame, schools ... its, companies brings) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 4 - B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (7he plan on banning vending machines in the
schools of New York is a great idea). The response makes implicit connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (many schools will limit the
ammout of time that these machines are turned on).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the
documents to discuss the problem of vending machines in schools (the consumption of these
fatty foods ... add up to reasons for obesity and health problems). The issues of funding school
activities and contracts the schools have with the companies such as Pepsi-cola are less
developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the health issues surrounding the vending machines.
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the problems with vending
machines, then looking at the causes of the problems and their possible solutions. Appropriate
transitions are used (These snacks, In regard to, Another way to improve the nutrition and
health problem).

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (The problem ... is blamed by the soda
companies tring to take away arguments tward them), with some awareness of audience and
purpose (Many blame this on the vending machines ... planning to ban the use ... in New York
State Schools ). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length
(They have other sources of food ... they should consider the option ... in their machines).
Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (continueously, ammount,
purposed) and punctuation (schools, and; time deteriorating; Students health) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 4 — C
Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (enforcing unhealthy nutrition, by allowing ...
soda and candy during school is wrong and There are many other alternatives). The response
makes implicit connections between ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Schools sell
lunches or students can bring something from home).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (vending machines ... are
stocked with conveniance ... foods and As shown in the chart ... a la carte menus).
Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the problem of vending machines in schools and the

need for proper nutrition (Students need to consume foods with appropriate vitamins and
nutrients). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from health concerns to
ways to ensure good nutrition, but includes some irrelevancies (Students would be able to make
their own ... parfaits).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Please ... vote for
the bill banning the use of vending machines). The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence structure and length (This is important ... perform to their best ability during school
sessions).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (school is;
Unfortunately these; well, many) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 3 — A
Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Vending machines does not seem to be the
problem). The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the
documents and the assigned task (Over 19% of schools ... for its students to purchase from

school store).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents to discuss the use of vending
machines for funding extracurricular activities.

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on supporting the continued use of vending machines in New

York State. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure of three paragraphs, presenting some
health and financial reasons for voting against the bill.

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (all together for “altogether” and some
many diets), with some awareness of audience and purpose (I believe you should vote against
banning ... in New York State). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure (Decreasing the number of vending machines ... on this number). Some material is
copied from the text.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (health it can be, schools
for example earn, snack bar Over, sources who'’s), and occasional errors in spelling (over
weight, excercise, oppurtunity) and grammar (machines does not; machines, it; schools ... its)
that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 - B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that vending machiens in school is a Good
Idea. The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task (money ... is Going To The marching Band and The money coming out of The
Kids own pocket is Going To Help Better The School). There is no reference to the chart.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text to support a “no vote” on a Bill to Band
vending machines (Student Become over weight by Not Exerciseing).
Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the issue of keeping vending machines in schools. The

response exhibits a rudimentary structure by first establishing the Question in the introduction,
followed by two body paragraphs. The conclusion emphasizes that voting No ... is what you
Should do.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Are you Going to
Take money away from The school or are you Going to keep The vending machiens). The
response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with uneven success
(Going up to the vending machine ... you Just Had to Have).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Senters, Excirse,
comeing, chold), occasional errors in punctuation (Lunchroom’s, schools but, morning” said),
and random use of capitalization that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that I really feel that you should vote
for the bill banning the use of vending machines. The response makes superficial connections
between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Childhood obesity is
also on the rise and 94% ... offer A la carte offering).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (conflicts with the teaching of
good nutritional habits, more physical education, In addition to the National School lunch
Program ... there should be healthy items).

Organization

Suggests a focus on banning vending machines which only just encourage Kids to eat
unhealthy, but lacks organization, consisting of two paragraphs of loosely related ideas.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary, with some awareness of audience and purpose (So please vote for
the ban). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with
uneven success (Health concerns are there because many of todays youth are losing the battle
with obesity and schools are adding to the fire).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (all it, my point I feel,
all there, in the school) and capitalization (National School lunch Program and A la carte) that
do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in organization.
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Anchor Level 2 - A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, stating that the State Senator should not vote. The
response alludes to the documents but makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (7he
Kids are wasting money for those snacks).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (vending machines
in Schools are cool and The student like to eat Junk food). The response makes no reference to
the chart.

Organization Suggests an appropriate focus (they should take the machines from school) but lacks
organization. The response consists of one paragraph of loosely connected ideas.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (/ think that the State

Senator should not vote ... if you eat Junk food you could get Sick). The response exhibits some
attempt to vary sentence structure or length, but with uneven success (They should not have
anymore).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (States Schools,
Junk food and, food you), capitalization (State senator, A lot, Kids), and grammar (student like
and kids eats) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (You can also increase the sale of the
beverages so that kids can ... buy lunches and somedays have a drink). The response alludes to
the documents but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (Only some students buy
snacks & drinks sometimes).

Development

Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (We should
have more freedom because were young adults and There are also other ways to go around
banning vending machines then these examples).

Organization

Suggests a focus (You should vote against the bill) but lacks organization, consisting of four
short paragraphs of loosely connected ideas.

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise (+ and kids), with little awareness of audience and purpose
(High Schools should have more of vending machines). The response reveals little awareness of
how to use sentences to achieve an effect (There are also other ways to go around banning
vending machines then those examples).

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (were for “we are”
and time Senator) and capitalization (Dear state Senator, Elementary, Middle Schools) that
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although 1t 1s somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 - C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the documents (law maker are to blame
Jor the junk food and Mechines ... never shut down at 7:30 Am). The response alludes to the
documents, but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (The half of the kid now are
over weigh and al a carte offering is high).

Development Is incomplete, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (The problem is ...
machines are on in the morning for breadfast and The companies with the vending machine
take advantage that they are in the school).

Organization Suggests a focus on banning vending machines in schools (I greed that he should vote against
if) but organization consists of only two paragraphs of loosely connected ideas.

Language Use | Uses language that is imprecise (greed for “agreed,” by for “buy,” It because some of them
think that the best way of making money). The response reveals little awareness of how to use
sentences to achieve an effect (In student funds raiser it decreasing).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (over weigh, inforce,
polrcyes, manucfacture), punctuation (schools the vending machine; school. because; 150 a
29%), and grammar (law maker are, school earn, some of the school, It because) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 — A

Quality Commentary
The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes one connection between
information in the documents and the assigned task (We Should Not Have a law passed).
Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.
Organization Suggests a focus on keeping school vending machines but is too brief to exhibit organization.
Language Use Is minimal.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 1 — B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding (vending machines ... pose health and academic
distractions). The response makes no connections between information in the documents and
the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.
Organization Shows no focus or organization.

Language Use Is minimal, consisting of only two sentences.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 1 1n all qualities.
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.

Practice Paper B—Score Level 5

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C—Score Level 3

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E-Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The
Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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