
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, June 14, 2007— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  3 (7)  3
(2)  1 (8)  2
(3)  4 (9)  1
(4)  2 (10)  1
(5)  3 (11)  4
(6)  1 (12)  2

(13)  3
(14)  4
(15)  2
(16)  1
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that the power of books … can be either

calming or stimulating and can influence and change a person’s character and outlook. The

response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task [Just as (the power of) books influenced Gary’s life, books can have as much a

positive influence on the generations now and to follow].

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the text to describe Paulsen’s elementary school experience with books (timid and

shy, remained in the cloak closet, a picture book), his chaotic life as a teen (unpopular thirteen-

year old, selling newspapers … to buy better clothes, two drunken parents), and adult 

realizations (he would write books forsaking his “work, family, earning, and potential”).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the influence of books on the life of an individual.

The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure by chronicling Paulsen’s association with

books, first presenting him as a terrified child, and then tracing his development into a teen able

to escape the realities of his miserable childhood to become an adult with an optimistic view of

the future. Transitions are skillfully used (Overcome by his fear, Because of the power of books,

Even after he joined the army).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (books became … his

haven as well as an unending adventure and he was entranced by its beauty and lost in the

stillness around him), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose

(instead of wallowing in his present condition). The response varies structure and length of

sentences to enhance meaning (Gary believed that money was the answer to his problems at

home and school, but he learned otherwise).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B

[8]



[9]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B



[10]

Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that Gary Paulsen’s life is an example of the

power of books, which brought him through the many challenges he has faced. The response

makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task by 

suggesting that the promotion of book fairs benefits society because of the many positive effects

books have on people and that, like Paulsen, through books all people … could similarly aspire

to accomplish their goals. 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the text. The response provides information about Paulsen’s experiences with

books as a child (his first day of public school, reading a picture book, strong fear of rejection),

as a teenager (hustling drunks for loose change, books … his librarian gave him, He struggled

to read), and as an adult (He risked his and his family’s well being, moved to Hollywood, gave

up his salary of $500 a week).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the power of books to lighten the darkest moments

of life. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, synthesizing information from the

text to show how books have the power to comfort, provide hope, and inspire dreams

established in the introduction and restated in the conclusion. Transitions are skillfully used (At

a time when, In attending public school, One of the most).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (something all 

societies should endeavor to perform and when man first put pen to paper), with a notable sense

of voice (there is a whole life outside himself, and a wide world to explore) and awareness of

audience and purpose (Books can affect our emotions). The response varies structure and length

of sentences to enhance meaning (It can easily spread new ideas to large groups of people ...

just as it has for hundreds of years and Later in his life, books gave him the inspiration and the

courage to chase his dream).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Instead he; not 

important, as Paulsen says; literature, and) and agreement (in a book … They and the books he

reads gives) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

 Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how books are extremely powerful 

tools and how without books, Paulsen would be a very different person. The response makes

clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task

(The book … helped him escape to a calmer place and the books showed him that there was

happiness out there).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss how books helped Paulsen get over his shyness, gave him relief from his unhappy life,

and allowed him to follow his dream.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the power of books to change lives. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from how books affected Paulsen’s childhood and 

teen years to their effect on him as an adult. Appropriate transitions are used (Firstly, Secondly,

Thirdly).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Today, I would 

like to discuss the power of books). The response varies structure and length of sentences (After 

Paulsen had a job and a family, he decided that his true dream was to become a writer).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[14]



[15]

Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating that books … can have an overwhelming

impact. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in

the text and the assigned task (He explained how the teacher had drawn him out … by reading

to him and Opening a book one day … showed him that there were places … where he … didn’t 

have to hurt).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the text to describe how books affected Paulsen’s childhood and teen years (The words …

calmed him once he became lost in the story and The books he read … motivated him and 

showed him just how grand life could be). The discussion about how Paulsen came out on top is

less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the ability of books not only to change lives but 

define them as well. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving chronologically

through Paulsen’s life to show how books affected him during each stage. Appropriate

transitions are used (A book is much more than just words and Not only can books change your

life).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (reiterated, seemingly, vulnerable), with evident

awareness of audience and purpose (Books have changed lives … and brought sense and

purpose to readers). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm

and pacing (Books have the power … to motivate you to take that first step and Have you read a

book lately?).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in the use of commas

(states that, “books; calmed him and; Taking the initiative Gary).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in development.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C



[18]

Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining ways books can act as a unifier and

provide a new aim in life, but including some inaccuracies (Gary became a vagrant … living in

a shabby apartment, hustling drunks for money … he survived on). The response makes clear 

and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (As a

grown man … Gary had many reasons to thank the books that brought him to his current status

in life).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss books as powerful tools (By sharing something as special as a book with him, Gary … 

no longer felt like an outcast; Instead of wandering the streets …, he read; he realized ... he

wanted to be a writer).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the life-altering experience of reading books. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by exploring the effect of books on Paulsen’s life

from his childhood to the present, using appropriate transitions to signal transformations (His

first life changing experience and All of these … changes … stemmed from his experience with

books).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (At one point, he stole away … for some peace and warmth), with

evident awareness of audience and purpose (And so … keep in mind … the next book you read 

could change your life forever). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control 

rhythm and pacing (Reading can provide knowledge … and … a chance at new life).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation

(homeschooled, and; alone, and; welcome, and).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities, although it is

somewhat weaker in meaning.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[19]



Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Books affect the minds of all people). The response

makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task

(Books affected Gary Paulsens childlife in many ways).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the text to discuss how books helped Paulsen escape his chaotic home life. Paulsen’s use

of books in his adult life is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how books affect people. The response exhibits a

logical sequence of ideas by chronologically presenting information about the impact of books

on young children, teenagers, and adults, including references to Paulsen, but the discussion of

the effect on Paulsen’s job lacks internal consistency (Gary Paulsen uses books as a escape).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (It is the power of

books that helps people continue to live). The response occasionally makes effective use of

sentence structure and length (Gary Paulsen describes his first day of school in a portion of this

account; he was very nervous and scared ... but books helped him get through it).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (essencial, acheive,

kindergarden), punctuation (peoples minds; life”.; During this time Gary), agreement (Books … 

it and Book are), and shifts in tense and point of view that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

[20]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[21]



[22]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B



[23]

Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that Gary Paulsen has been changed and

even “saved” by books numerous times. The response makes implicit connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (As he explains how his teacher handled

him the first day of school he … implies that his teacher did everything right).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the text to discuss Paulsen’s elementary and teen experiences related to books (“painfully

shy”, “ lost in the quiet of the cloak room”, Paulsen decided to enter a library to get warm).

His decision to become a writer in adulthood is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how books can indeed change the course of any life.

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving chronologically through Paulsen’s

experiences with books, using the conclusion to reiterate ideas stated in the introduction about 

the great … impact of books. The response lacks internal consistency in paragraph 3, weakly

transitioning from a discussion of Paulsen’s 10 years old experiences to those of his teen years

[Once again, Paulsen was struggling … to live a normal (teen) life].

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (books give us so

much within our lives). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure

[There he had no (formal) public schooling; therefore, … he was “painfully shy”].

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in the use of commas (school he and

Even as an adult Gary) and punctuation with quotations (books”. and time”.) that do not

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Gary Paulson’s life was affected by books). The

response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned

task (When that librarian handed him a book she gave him an escape).

Development Develops some ideas briefly, using some details from the text (he turned out to be a good

person with a job as a writer).

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on how books can open doors for a person and exhibits a

logical sequence of ideas by presenting information to reiterate ideas set forth in the

introduction (Books ... educate ... provide an escape, saving people). The response lacks

internal consistency in paragraph 2 by shifting discussion from Paulsen’s youthful experience to

his adult life as a writer and then returning to his youthful experience.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Escaping to other

worlds, meeting new people … seem like very hard things to do). The response occasionally

makes effective use of sentence structure and length (In short, books had given him a life).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Paulson’s), punctuation

(Yet he; book she; educate, they), and proofreading (where would be) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker

in development.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A
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[27]

Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by stating that books are very powerful and are

able to change someones life. The response makes few connections between information and

ideas in the text and the assigned task (When Paulsen was young books helped him overcome

shyness but also sustained him as an adult).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text. The response refers to Paulsen’s

childhood, his move to Hollywood to … be sairrounded by writers, and his desire to become

an author.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the power of books to have a great

impact on a person’s life and to excite the mind. The response exhibits a rudimentary

structure, including an opening paragraph, one body paragraph of loosely related ideas, and a

conclusion.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Paulsen’s life

was transformed by books), although the response occasionally relies on language from the

text (sustained him as an adult) and the multiple-choice questions (excite and educate and

relaxing and stimulating). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence

structure (From the time he read his first book to the time he started writing his own books,

they have had a great impact on his life).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (someones life,

authors life, from a young age to old books always have) and occasional errors in

paragraphing that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that books are a wonderful tool that can

relaxe and simulate your mind. The response makes superficial connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (The reason why Books are so useful is

because they give you a chance to excape reality and become something your not).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text. The response includes only brief

descriptions of Paulsen reading for hours going page after page as a boy, then trying to be a

writer and started as an apprentice as an adult. 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the power of books to give you

Knowledge and Information. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but includes

irrelevancies (The author has a Job … the author is No good).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (No for ‘know” and your for “you’re”),

with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary

sentence length for effect, but with uneven success (He took the risk of trying to be a writer … 

and that Boy is now Gary Paulsen).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (grantie, dosn’t,

Basment, fernness), punctuation (When a character get’s hurt you feel it when there happy you

feel it and For example the Boy), and capitalization (New Information, Something New, this

Boy) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C

[30]

Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that books can save you many different ways.

The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task (Gary Paulsen was affected by books, his first time in school and Gary new

writing was all he wanted to do).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (he was scard to enter the class room

and He handed in the secerity bage and left to live in Hollywood).

Organization Suggests a focus on the power of books in Gary Paulsen’s life but lacks organization. The

response consists of two paragraphs of loosely related ideas with no conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (The teacher could have made him go into the room but she didn’t),

with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary

sentence structure, but with uneven success (If you have already writen books ... read other

book ontill it comes to you).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (thouts, atributs, happend,

wrighting, dater) and punctuation (books, his first; didn’t she; “he was; Hollywood, he) that

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in organization and conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[31]



[32]

Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (books were everything to him

especially after his dog Cookie pulled him from … the ice). The response alludes to the text but 

makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (So as you can see, even famous authors

start out as poor readers).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are irrelevant (To the people

who find reading very enriching usually have free time … at home) and unjustified (Also, when

Gary was 7–10 years old ... had a private Military tutor).

Organization Suggests a focus on reading. The response also suggests an organization with paragraphing, but 

the ideas within the paragraphs are loosely connected.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally imprecise for the audience (a lot of it and have

some). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence length for effect but with uneven

success (If anyone has read any of Gary Paulsen’s books … and it took him … and then follow

… an author).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in comma use (example me; books, in;

books you; reader and; boy books; him especially) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[33]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B



[34]

Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (Gary Paulsen … did not get no

education until he was 10 and Gary Paulsen went to a college course to help him). The

response alludes to the text but makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (Gary

Paulsen was a security grad and quit so he could write books because he just thought writting

books was better).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague

(When Gary Paulsen had people help him read and what was going on in the books) and

unjustified (Gary Paulsen is a writer that did not think he could be one and The libarber give

him books and he realized he wanted to be a book writter).

Organization Suggests a focus on the power books hold for Gary Paulsen. The response suggests an

organization with paragraphing, but the ideas within paragraphs are not clearly connected.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally imprecise (like a month and some guys side),

with little awareness of audience. The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences

to achieve an effect (When he first started to read … and he would hide and he would read but 

his first time … and it would take him like a month to finish).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (grad, writting,

libarber, fer) and comma use (read it, basement and, Therefore now) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.



Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (Because when he fell into the Ice

cold water he had read a book about that before it happened to him). The response alludes to

the text but makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (every Book has a different 

power that it lets off in people).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague and unjustified (He

Actually saved himself with the Information that he got from that book and used it to save him

self and He moved to Hollywood to escape his dull child hood).

Organization Suggests a focus on how books are used to rescue people and suggests some organization with

separate paragraphs for the introduction, body, and conclusion. In paragraph 2, the response

abruptly shifts from how Paulsen used a book to save himself to his move to Hollywood.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience or purpose (let off many powers, not just one

way alot of ways, get them Powers). The response reveals little awareness of how to use

sentences to achieve an effect (He studied that book cause it Actually worked and he did not die

and he did a good job).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (exitment, Pulsin,

carrer) and frequent errors in punctuation (many many ways, Passage Gary, carrer or, say to,

youll) and capitalization (Book, Passage, Ice, Actually, Information) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

[35]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[36]

Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond a reference to the prompt. The response

consists of personal reactions.

Development Is minimal, offering primarily a personal response to the text.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, a focus on the Power of Books. The response exhibits a

rudimentary structure made up of an introduction, a body paragraph, and a conclusion.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (You will be amazed

at the way it makes you feel). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence

structure (Now that I am a little older … at the climax of the Book).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (overwelming, diffrent,

recomend), punctuation (young I; time, and; older I), and capitalization (time. it, Book; Pick) 

that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response best fits the criteria for Levels 1, 3, and 4, it remains at Level

1 because the response makes no reference to the text.



[37]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond a reference to the power of books.

Development Is minimal. The response mentions some ideas from the text (Books helps you figure out what

you want to do and The books also show you what other peoples lives are like) but fails to

develop any of them.

Organization Is too brief to demonstrate organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – A



Part A — Practice Paper – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – B



Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – APart A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – D

[44]



Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – E

[46]



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[47]



[48]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



S
E

S
S

IO
N

 O
N

E
 –

 P
A

R
T

 B
 –

 S
C

O
R

IN
G

 R
U

B
R

IC
R

E
A

D
IN

G
 A

N
D

 W
R

IT
IN

G
 F

O
R

 IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 A

N
D

 U
N

D
E

R
S

T
A

N
D

IN
G

Q
U

A
L

IT
Y

6
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

5
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

4
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

3
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

2
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

1
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

M
ea

n
in

g
: 

th
e 

ex
te

n
t 

to
w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

re
sp

o
n

se
ex

h
ib

it
s 

so
u

n
d

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g
,

in
te

rp
re

ta
ti

o
n

, a
n

d
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e 
ta

sk
an

d
 t

ex
t(

s)

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t:

 t
h

e
ex

te
n

t 
to

 w
h

ic
h

 id
ea

s
ar

e 
el

ab
o

ra
te

d
 u

si
n

g
sp

ec
if

ic
 a

n
d

 r
el

ev
an

t
ev

id
en

ce
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e
d

o
cu

m
en

t(
s)

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
: 

th
e

ex
te

n
t 

to
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

re
sp

o
n

se
 e

xh
ib

it
s

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n

, s
h

ap
e,

 a
n

d
co

h
er

en
ce

L
an

g
u

ag
e 

U
se

: 
th

e
ex

te
n

t 
to

 w
h

ic
h

 t
h

e
re

sp
o

n
se

 r
ev

ea
ls

 a
n

aw
ar

en
es

s 
o

f 
au

d
ie

n
ce

an
d

 p
u

rp
o

se
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

u
se

 o
f 

w
o

rd
s,

se
n

te
n

ce
  s

tr
u

ct
u

re
,

an
d

 s
en

te
n

ce
 v

ar
ie

ty

C
o

n
ve

n
ti

o
n

s:
 t

h
e

ex
te

n
t 

to
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

re
sp

o
n

se
 e

xh
ib

it
s

co
n

ve
n

ti
o

n
al

 s
p

el
lin

g
,

p
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n

,
p

ar
ag

ra
p

h
in

g
,

ca
p

it
al

iz
at

io
n

,
g

ra
m

m
ar

, a
n

d
 u

sa
g

e

-r
ev

ea
l a

n 
in

-d
ep

th
an

al
ys

is
 o

f t
he

do
cu

m
en

ts
-m

ak
e 

in
si

gh
tfu

l
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
id

ea
s 

in
th

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 th
e

as
si

gn
ed

 ta
sk

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
cl

ea
rly

an
d 

fu
lly

, m
ak

in
g

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
us

e 
of

 a
  w

id
e

ra
ng

e 
of

 r
el

ev
an

t a
nd

sp
ec

ifi
c 

de
ta

ils
 fr

om
 th

e
do

cu
m

en
ts

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
cu

s
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l a

nd
co

he
re

nt
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

th
ro

ug
h 

sk
ill

fu
l u

se
 o

f
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
ev

ic
es

 a
nd

tr
an

si
tio

ns

-a
re

 s
ty

lis
tic

al
ly

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

, u
si

ng
la

ng
ua

ge
 th

at
 is

 p
re

ci
se

an
d 

en
ga

gi
ng

, w
ith

 a
no

ta
bl

e 
se

ns
e 

of
 v

oi
ce

an
d 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

au
di

en
ce

 a
nd

 p
ur

po
se

-v
ar

y 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

an
d

le
ng

th
 o

f s
en

te
nc

es
 to

en
ha

nc
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 c
on

tr
ol

 o
f

th
e 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
  w

ith
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 n
o 

er
ro

rs
,

ev
en

 w
ith

 s
op

hi
st

ic
at

ed
la

ng
ua

ge

-c
on

ve
y 

a 
th

or
ou

gh
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 th

e
do

cu
m

en
ts

-m
ak

e 
cl

ea
r 

an
d 

ex
pl

ic
it

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

id
ea

s 
in

th
e 

do
cu

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e
as

si
gn

ed
 ta

sk

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
cl

ea
rly

an
d 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

, u
si

ng
re

le
va

nt
 a

nd
 s

pe
ci

fic
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

 th
e

do
cu

m
en

ts

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
cu

s
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f i

de
as

th
ro

ug
h 

us
e 

of
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
ev

ic
es

 a
nd

tr
an

si
tio

ns

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
flu

en
t a

nd
 o

rig
in

al
, w

ith
ev

id
en

t a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
au

di
en

ce
 a

nd
 p

ur
po

se
-v

ar
y 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d
le

ng
th

 o
f s

en
te

nc
es

 to
co

nt
ro

l r
hy

th
m

 a
nd

pa
ci

ng

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 c
on

tr
ol

 o
f

th
e 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
,

ex
hi

bi
tin

g 
oc

ca
si

on
al

er
ro

rs
 o

nl
y 

w
he

n 
us

in
g

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

 la
ng

ua
ge

- 
co

nv
ey

 a
 b

as
ic

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
e

do
cu

m
en

ts
-m

ak
e 

im
pl

ic
it

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

id
ea

s 
in

th
e 

do
cu

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e
as

si
gn

ed
 ta

sk

-d
ev

el
op

 s
om

e 
id

ea
s

m
or

e 
fu

lly
 th

an
 o

th
er

s,
us

in
g 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

an
d

re
le

va
nt

 d
et

ai
ls

 fr
om

 th
e

do
cu

m
en

ts

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
cu

s
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f i

de
as

 b
ut

m
ay

 la
ck

 in
te

rn
al

co
ns

is
te

nc
y

-u
se

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

la
ng

ua
ge

, w
ith

 s
om

e
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 a

ud
ie

nc
e

an
d 

pu
rp

os
e

-o
cc

as
io

na
lly

 m
ak

e
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 s

en
te

nc
e

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
or

 le
ng

th

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 p
ar

tia
l

co
nt

ro
l, 

ex
hi

bi
tin

g
oc

ca
si

on
al

 e
rr

or
s 

th
at

 d
o

no
t h

in
de

r
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

-c
on

ve
y 

a 
ba

si
c

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
e

do
cu

m
en

ts
-m

ak
e 

fe
w

  o
r 

su
pe

rf
ic

ia
l

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

id
ea

s 
in

th
e 

do
cu

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e
as

si
gn

ed
 ta

sk

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
br

ie
fly

,
us

in
g 

so
m

e 
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

th
e 

do
cu

m
en

ts

-e
st

ab
lis

h,
 b

ut
 fa

il 
to

m
ai

nt
ai

n,
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

fo
cu

s
- 

ex
hi

bi
t a

 r
ud

im
en

ta
ry

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
 b

ut
 m

ay
in

cl
ud

e 
so

m
e

in
co

ns
is

te
nc

ie
s 

or
irr

el
ev

an
ci

es

-r
el

y 
on

 b
as

ic
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

, w
ith

 li
ttl

e
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 a

ud
ie

nc
e

or
 p

ur
po

se
-e

xh
ib

it 
so

m
e 

at
te

m
pt

 to
va

ry
 s

en
te

nc
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e
or

 le
ng

th
 fo

r 
ef

fe
ct

, b
ut

w
ith

 u
ne

ve
n 

su
cc

es
s

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 e
m

er
gi

ng
co

nt
ro

l, 
ex

hi
bi

tin
g

oc
ca

si
on

al
 e

rr
or

s 
th

at
hi

nd
er

 c
om

pr
eh

en
si

on

-c
on

ve
y 

a 
co

nf
us

ed
 o

r
in

ac
cu

ra
te

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
of

 th
e 

do
cu

m
en

ts
-a

llu
de

 to
 th

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

bu
t m

ak
e 

un
cl

ea
r 

or
un

w
ar

ra
nt

ed
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 to
 th

e
as

si
gn

ed
 ta

sk

-a
re

 in
co

m
pl

et
e 

or
la

rg
el

y 
un

de
ve

lo
pe

d,
hi

nt
in

g 
at

 id
ea

s,
 b

ut
re

fe
re

nc
es

 to
 th

e
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

  v
ag

ue
,

irr
el

ev
an

t, 
re

pe
tit

iv
e,

 o
r

un
ju

st
ifi

ed

-la
ck

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
fo

cu
s 

bu
t s

ug
ge

st
 s

om
e

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n,

 o
r 

su
gg

es
t

a 
fo

cu
s 

bu
t l

ac
k

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
im

pr
ec

is
e 

or
 u

ns
ui

ta
bl

e
fo

r 
th

e 
au

di
en

ce
 o

r
pu

rp
os

e
-r

ev
ea

l l
itt

le
 a

w
ar

en
es

s
of

 h
ow

 to
 u

se
 s

en
te

nc
es

to
 a

ch
ie

ve
 a

n 
ef

fe
ct

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
 la

ck
 o

f
co

nt
ro

l, 
ex

hi
bi

tin
g

fr
eq

ue
nt

 e
rr

or
s 

th
at

 m
ak

e
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

 d
iff

ic
ul

t

-p
ro

vi
de

 m
in

im
al

 o
r 

no
ev

id
en

ce
 o

f
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g

-m
ak

e 
no

 c
on

ne
ct

io
ns

be
tw

ee
n 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
th

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 th
e

as
si

gn
ed

 ta
sk

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

, w
ith

 n
o

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f d

ev
el

op
m

en
t

-s
ho

w
 n

o 
fo

cu
s 

or
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
pr

ed
om

in
an

tly
in

co
he

re
nt

,
in

ap
pr

op
ria

te
, o

r 
co

pi
ed

di
re

ct
ly

 fr
om

 th
e 

te
xt

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

, m
ak

in
g

as
se

ss
m

en
t o

f
co

nv
en

tio
ns

 u
nr

el
ia

bl
e

-m
ay

 b
e 

ill
eg

ib
le

 o
r 

no
t

re
co

gn
iz

ab
le

 a
s 

E
ng

lis
h

• 
If

 t
h

e 
st

u
d

en
t 

ad
d

re
ss

es
 o

n
ly

 o
n

e 
te

xt
, t

h
e 

re
sp

o
n

se
 c

an
 b

e 
sc

o
re

d
 n

o
 h

ig
h

er
 t

h
an

 a
 3

.
• 

If
 t

h
e 

st
u

d
en

t 
 w

ri
te

s 
o

n
ly

 a
 p

er
so

n
al

 r
es

p
o

n
se

 a
n

d
 m

ak
es

 n
o

 r
ef

er
en

ce
 t

o
 t

h
e 

te
xt

(s
),

 t
h

e 
re

sp
o

n
se

 c
an

 b
e 

sc
o

re
d

 n
o

 h
ig

h
er

 t
h

an
 a

 1
.

• 
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

to
ta

lly
 u

n
re

la
te

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

to
p

ic
, i

lle
g

ib
le

, i
n

co
h

er
en

t,
 o

r 
b

la
n

k 
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e 
g

iv
en

 a
 0

.
• 

A
 r

es
p

o
n

se
 t

o
ta

lly
 c

o
p

ie
d

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

te
xt

(s
) 

w
it

h
 n

o
 o

ri
g

in
al

 s
tu

d
en

t 
w

ri
ti

n
g

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
sc

o
re

d
 a

 0
.

[49]



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A

[50]



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A

[51]



Part B — Practice Paper – A

[52]

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A



[53]

Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that to save the lives of those near

volcanoes, scientists have developed visual guides and sophisticated scientific equipment to

detect eruptions and inform those in danger of the impending catastrophe. The response makes

insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task

(Few realize the jeopardy the world’s 1,500 active volcanoes can put them in and Revealing

changes in the size of cracks on the volcano, ground crack meters are essential in forecasting

eruptions). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents to discuss the danger of volcanic eruptions and the efforts to lessen

them (Of the 1,500, some 50 to 60 volcanoes are in some state of eruption; Because of 

eruptions such as the one in Columbia; The seisometer can be used to detect faint vibrations;

Tilt meters … measure the level of magma; An example of technology and education coming

together is shown).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the life-saving work of volcanologists. The response

exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from the general threat of volcanic danger (it 

is unknown ... what to do in case of an eruption) to the ways this threat is being met (new 

techniques to study and inform people of eruptions), concluding with a positive prognosis for

the future. Skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions is evident (by understanding them

better, While the forecasting ... used to be ... have now, Science continues to be on the

forefront).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (large mountainous

structures which periodically extrude lava, estimate … and promptly inform, in the wake of an

eruption), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (This

combination is key in saving countless lives). The response varies structure and length of

sentences to enhance meaning (Those in Columbia … the people had thought was harmless).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by noting the progress of the scientific

community (volcanologists are beginning to gain ground in the field of volcano safety and

Although in its “infancy,” satellite surveillance seems to be the future of volcanic prediction).

The response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents

and the assigned task, successfully distilling information (Volcanoes are a formidible and

unpredictable natural danger and However promising, the technology is restricted by its high

cost).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents to emphasize volcanologists’ contributions (Recent success stories

… have increased the volcano warning system’s credibility, Another goal of the video is to

dispell volcano myths, Scientists have also increased the intensity of their research).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the efforts of volcanologists to lessen the danger of

volcanoes. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, discussing the inherent

dangers of volcanoes and the efforts being made to lessen those dangers (new technology to

better ... predict a volcano’s activities). Skillful devices and transitions are used (A volcano’s

unpredictability is another; This is not true; Recent dodges of disaster).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (another weapon in its

arsenal and the video … will validate the evacuation response), with a notable sense of voice

and awareness of audience and purpose (The public is gaining faith in volcanic prediction). The

response varies length of sentences to enhance meaning (Sensors, called seismometers are

buried in the ground on a volcano’s slope).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (formidible

and dispell) and punctuation (myths; for example and movement which) only when using 

sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that volcanologists have put so

much effort into their predicting tools and education of the people ... at risk of ... a volcanic

eruption. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in

the documents and the assigned task (Recently, volcanologists have been working hard to save

lives through education).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss how volcanologists are educating people who are near active volcanoes (Since people

don’t listen to warnings … scientists hope that a gruesomely graphic video … will be able to

change that) and predicting volcanic eruptions (scientists have developed many new 

technological tools).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on what volcanologists are doing to lessen the dangers

of volcanic eruptions. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first explaining the

potential result of reducing the danger of volcanoes, then presenting the way in which

volcanologists can address the problem (informational video and workshops). The conclusion

reiterates the need to predict volcanic eruptions and inform the people ... to protect and save

themselves. Appropriate transitions are used (One form of education, Another method, Another

volcano).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Each eruption leaves horrible destruction and death

in its path), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Volcanologists are very worried

about the drastic effects that erupted volcanoes have on people’s lives). The response varies

structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (If they succeed, they will save

thousands of lives and greatly lessen the dangers of volcanic eruptions).

Conventions Demonstrates control or the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (eminant,

ocurrs, satelite) and punctuation (lives once and situation is).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that with increasing technology,

volcanologists have many new resources … to help save lives. The response makes clear and

explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (The

men and women that study volcanoes … are coming up with new ways to lessen the dangers of

volcanic eruptions).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss the efforts of volcanologists (The first attempt came … in video form, They intensely

studied the “top 15” most active “decade” volcanoes, make better predictions).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on what volcanologists are doing to lessen the danger of

volcanic eruptions. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first establishing the

problem (583 have recently erupted, thus they are more dangerous than the rest), then

describing the ways in which volcanologists can educate the public (make people listen and

workshops ... to educate disaster relief officials), followed by an explanation of new 

technalogical ways to forecast volcanoes. The response uses appropriate transitions (Since, The

second attempt, So far).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Even though

some may have failed, they are working together with public officials to reach their main goal 

of keeping our people and environment protected). The response varies structure and length of

sentences to control rhythm and pacing (This was the case in the 1985 Columbia eruption).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Sattelites and volcanoe) 

and punctuation (erupted, thus; invented we; system), this) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, asserting that volcanologists have been

working on lessening the dangers of ... volcanoes by educating people. The response makes

clear and explicit connections between information in the documents and the assigned task

(raising awareness of the danger of volcanic eruptions using new tools … to monitor volcanos,

scientists have saved many lives).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents to discuss volcanologists’ attempts to predict when a volcano will erupt 

and to get people to comprehend the reality of an eruption. The idea that volcanologists are

studying threatening volcanos is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on what volcanologists are doing to lessen the dangers

of volcanic eruptions. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from scientific

devices that monitor volcanoes (Seismeters and a tilt meter), to educating people on the reality 

of what a volcanic eruption has the potential to do. The response uses appropriate devices and

transitions (The first step, Another instrument, They are also).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Developing new 

tools ... isn’t the only thing volcanologists have been working on and One idea they came up

with … was making a video), although use of the ampersand appears throughout. The response

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Tilt meters can detect if 

magma accumulation is making the upper part of a volcano swell, suggesting a possible

eruption).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (eruption.

Such as and procedures, and) and the use of vague pronoun references.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in development and language use.
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Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning  Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that volcanologist have gotten

together to create three ways to reduce the dangers of volcanic eruptions. The response makes

clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned

task (If this video is shown ... lives could be out of risk, these are the ones ... likely to erupt, new

scientific equipment).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents to describe the difficulty of convincing the approximately 500 million 

people who live on the sides of volcanoes to evacuate and the purpose of studying the decade

volcanoes (the scientists are getting ready for the eruption). The paragraph discussing

prediction equipment is basically a listing of the tools.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the many initiatives ... being taken to reduce the

dangers of volcanic eruption. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through the use

of appropriate transitions between paragraphs (The first idea, The second, The last, In

conclusion).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (People that live on

and around volcanoes are advised to evacuate, but most people ignore the warning). The

response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (It could kill millions without 

warning).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (heavey), grammar

(nobody cannot, With the selected, of when eruptions), agreement (volcanoes ... it, equipment ...

are, piece ... are), and shifts in verb tense that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and organization.
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Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that (The efforts of hard-working

volcanologists may be taken for granted … but … the number of people evacuating … is

steadily increasing). The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in

the documents and the assigned task (It is extremely fortunate that scientists have taken the

responsibility upon themselves to help the situation).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents to discuss the reasons for volcanologists’ efforts (scientists see that

volcanoes are as much a threat today, as they were a decade ago) and actions (By coming up

with three ideas, they saved millions of lives). The paragraph discussing equipment 

volcanologists use to forecast eruptions is only briefly developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the dangers of volcanoes and the need to reduce

them. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing a justification for

lessening the dangers of volcanic eruptions (Volcanic eruptions … have been serious threats),

followed by a description of the efforts (These 3 steps have helped save thousands), and

concluding with a summary, but is weakened by vague transitions (Neglecting the hundreds of 

volcanoes, Instead of abiding to the warning, They have done just so).

Language Use Uses appropriate language (they made a video exposing all the damage ... and sent it to various

public officials) that is at times inaccurate (can be cantankerous to human life and has been put 

in), with some awareness of audience and purpose (It is clear the scientists see the need for

something to be done). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and 

length (All of these tools ... costly, but beneficial to volcanic eruption awareness).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (volcanoe) and 

punctuation (evident that is why; destroyed 75 percent of homes, but only killed 5 people; back,

they are) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by explaining how volcanologists are

informing people of the dangers and making better predictions. The response makes implicit

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (They got 

together and came up with three effective ideas which they have set into motion).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents to discuss the things that

volcanologists are doing to fight the dangers of volcanic eruptions (made an actual … video,

picked volcanoes around the world to be studied intensely, use … seismometers … and crack

measurement, Surveillance by satellite).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on what volcanologists are doing to lessen the dangers

of volcanic eruptions. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the

results of volcanic eruptions when warnings are ignored (the high price of lives paid) followed

by three effective ideas scientists are using to save lives from volcanic eruptions.

Language Use Relies on appropriate vocabulary that is sometimes copied from the text, with some awareness

of audience and purpose (A volcanic eruption shoud not … spell “death” for those … within the

vicinity). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length

(Thankfully, volcanologists are not standing idly by and allowing for such things to occur).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (warning, and; but

unfortunately that; volcanoes the people), agreement (a volcanic eruptions and flows … in their

path), and shifts in verb tense that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

weaker in development.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – C



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that volcanologists try to do their best. The

response makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the document and the

assigned task (The two main volcanoe types mentioned and They made a video that shows what 

happens).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (It is not just the lava that is the most

dangerous and The video has been shown to mayors and other public officials).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on volcanologists and their attempts to help people get 

away from volcanoes. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first discussing the

threat caused by volcanoes and then the 3 ideas scientists had to combat this threat. The scarcity

of transitions and the one-sentence conclusion affect internal consistency.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (Scientists had got together, The video ended up, for kids) and on

language taken from the text, with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response

exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success

(Although scientists warn people, people must know ... and ... must listen to them).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (volcanoe and exhist),

punctuation (volcanoes more; warning causing, Reduction, no;), and usage (of for “on” and of 

for “about”) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3 because

the response addresses only one document.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – A



Part B — Practice Paper – A
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Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (If the volcanologists concure a valcanoe is

active they have to take certian measurs and Some examples are Surveillance by Satellites …

Gobal Positioning Systems). The response makes few connections to the task.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (they have to try to convince

people to evacuate and the high-tech tools the volcanologists have).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the role of volcanologists who must observe, research,

monator, and the decide if the volcanoe is active and dangerous but shifts focus in the

conclusion. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, explaining how volcanologists must

first predict volcanic eruptions and then convince people to evacuate hazardous areas, but ideas

are only loosely connected. The response contains irrelevancies (In the U.S. there are about a 

million).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Volcanologists have

a harder job than you think). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence

structure or length (If the volcanoe is almost ... everything behind).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (concure, certian,

stuberned, relize, acculatly) and occasional errors in punctuation (warning most, are

Surveillance, expensive Gobal), paragraphing, and omission of word endings (the decide, the

have, their home, a evacuation) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use.



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that scientist want people to know how 

dangerous a volcanic erruption can be. The response makes few connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Volcanologists have made a video that

depicts what volcanoes can do).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (video can only show to ... mayors and 

public officials ... getting people to evacuate and These 15 Volcanoes ... are near large

population centers).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the methods to show people how dangerous a

volcanic eruption can be. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, proceeding from

the focus on lessening the dangers of volcanic eruptions to a discussion of the use of videos to

save lives and the intense study of 15 active volcanoes. Internal consistency is weakened by a

confused discussion of the scientist’s video (people can out run from an volcanic erruption) in

the conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (These are the ways

that scientist are lesseing the danger of a volcanic erruption). The response exhibits some

attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (How many deaths it can cause).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (indanger, property’s,

erruption), punctuation (Video they and thats), and grammar (in place, scientist have, an

volcanic) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – C



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, suggesting that volcanologists have been trying to

set up the “International Decade of Natural Hazard Reduction.” The response alludes to the text

but makes unclear connections to the text (The International Decade … have been trying to help

lower the risks of deaths because of volcanic eruptions).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (There are many

highly populated areas that are dangerouslly close to volcanoes). There is no reference to the

graphic.

Organization Suggests a focus on attempts being made to reduce the dangers … caused by volcanic eruptions.

The response lacks organization, consisting of one paragraph of loosely related ideas.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (trying to do the same thing), with some awareness of purpose. The

response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect (Volcanologists are doing 

many things … by volcanic eruptions).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dangerouslly), punctuation 

(For example Dr. and Reduction”, another vocanologists, The International ... Harzards”), and 

grammar (a called and The International Decade of Natural Harzards have) that do not hinder 

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use and conventions.

[82]



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (Volcanic eruptions are one of the worst 

hazards because you can’t stop them or prepare for the worst). The response alludes to the

documents but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (Volcanoes have destroyed cities

and made history).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (the lava is

so hot it burnt whatever it comes in contact with and After the volcano explodes a million bits of 

ashes goes in the air and covers the ground).

Organization Suggests a focus on volcanoes as dangerous natural disasters but lacks organization by 

explaining the danger of volcanic eruptions in three paragraphs of loosely related ideas (part of

the worlds most dangerous, one of the worst hazards, Volcanoes can kill over thousands).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (unpreparable, their for “there,” and goes up through mini

crack, Volcanoes are one of the most deadliness). The response exhibits some attempt to vary

sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (The reason why you cant 

prepare is the lava … so hot it burnt … comes in contact with).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (worlds, bottom

and, explodes a million) and grammar (it burnt … comes, Scientist put, bits of ashes goes) that

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities, although it is

somewhat stronger in language use and conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (When the volcanologists send out warnigs

people think it is raining). The response alludes to the text but makes unclear connections to the

assigned task (They are Doing that because there are a lot of people that moved … Next ot

volcanos).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (When the mostly

move in danger areas they really don’t know that they are living dangerously Close to a 

volcano). The response makes no reference to the graphic.

Organization Suggests a focus on volcanologists’ efforts (and they are trying to lessen the dangers of volcano

eruptions). The response lacks organization, consisting of one paragraph of loosely related

ideas.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (so the end result we

lost 26,000 people and the United Nations … Hazard Reduction). The response reveals little

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (They are Doing that because there are

alot of people that moved or moving like right Next ot volcanos).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (ot for “to,” warnigs,

horriffied), punctuation (volcano’s, away so, to them so), random capitalization (Thousands,

Doing, Night), and agreement (There are scientist, Scientist were, United Nations Declare) that

make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use.



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A
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 Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response alludes to the work of scientists

(They try to predict the time of erruption), but makes unclear connections between the

documents and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal.

Organization Suggests a focus on what volcanologists are doing to lessen the dangers of volcanic eruptions,

but is too brief to exhibit organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes no connections between

information in the documents and the assigned task (im telling alot on it. Like im telling how it

works … and a whole bunch of stuff).

Development Is minimal. The response consists of information taken from a multiple-choice question (the

world volcanos ha Charatetic of upredicability).

Organization Suggests a focus on volcanoes but is too brief to exhibit organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Part B
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Part B — Practice Paper – D



Part B — Practice Paper – E
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Part B — Practice Paper – A
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Part B — Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 2 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 5 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The

Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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