
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, August 16, 2007— 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  3 (7)  2
(2)  1 (8)  3
(3)  4 (9)  1
(4)  2 (10)  4
(5)  3 (11)  2
(6)  1 (12)  4

(13)  1
(14)  4
(15)  3
(16)  1
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that national business chains such as Starbucks

have directly benefitted independent vendors, making their businesses more profitable. The

response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task by suggesting that rather than being a bully of the professional world, national 

chains have aided independent vendors to reap intangible benefits and rake in physical profit. 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the text. The response explains Starbuck’s unparalleled influence (coffee shops all 

over the nation have enjoyed better business and American people have started to value coffee 

shops for the time spent with friends), and how such corporations foster healthy competition

(smaller vendors can push up their own prices, need a quality product, should provide intimate 

customer services, and use marketing methods, such as ... the ... Internet).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that thanks to national business chains like

Starbucks, the business world has become a better place, for the small vendors and even the

consumers. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first setting up the idea that

mighty corporations have been decried as exploiters of free enterprise and then showing how

independent vendors have thrived ... coming out stronger and better. The response skillfully

uses appropriate devices (No exception was made for the rise of the coffee titan from Seattle:

Starbucks) and transitions (However, in reality and Such a trend epitomizes).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (defilers of capitalistic

justice and ascension to monopolistic power), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of

audience and purpose (Independent vendors are thus hardly averse to a Starbucks moving in

right next door). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (To

this day, much of that stigma has remained).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, arguing that the account works very well to describe the

positive effects a chain can have on independent vendors. The response makes insightful

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task by relating

Starbucks’ influence on the cafe culture to its impact on small businesses.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the text to discuss the penetrating growth of Starbucks into practically every city

and suburb, and how Starbucks’ high prices allow independent cafes to raise their prices. The

response explains the small business owner’s competitive techniques (create a personal 

atmosphere, strive for unbeatable quality, provide conference rooms, and Fair Trade, shade

grown coffee).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the positive effect of Starbucks on independent cafes. 

The response exhibits a logical and coherent cause-and-effect structure, showing how

Starbucks' rise introduced luxuries and facilitated ... coffee culture, which lead to larger profits

for independent shops and their need to keep up even more with the competition. The response

makes skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions (Until the 1990s, With the advent of,

As is evident from).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (chains in some

industries actually propel the success of their smaller competitors), with a notable sense of

voice (Not until the 1990s though did coffee become a hot commodity) and awareness of

audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance

meaning (In the coffee, or more specifically the cafe business, chains like Starbucks have

helped independents by providing them with a larger customer pool).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (prevelant,

knowledgable, desireable, oblidge) and grammar (We think of chains as being the bad guy and

the less expensive cafe in town).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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 Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how, despite the fact Starbucks seems

to dominate the coffee industry ... many choose to remain loyal to their local coffee shops. The

response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task (All of these owners ... have something to offer that Starbucks cannot).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

explain the phenomenon of the coffee explosion in America, and how independent cafes can

offer freshly ground coffee beans, a place where everyone is an acquaintance, and customers

have all their needs provided for.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how national chains have actually been a positive

influence on the development of small, independent vendors. The response exhibits a logical

sequence of ideas, moving from America’s discovery of the luxury of sitting down and enjoying 

a good cup of coffee, to what small vendors can offer consumers that Starbucks cannot—a 

friendly, communal environment and lower prices, and better customer service. Transitions are

used appropriately (Today, In the past, They also agree, It is clear).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (It is not uncommon today to see people of all ages ... of the

evening), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (But many small businesses have

come to find that, in fact, Starbucks is not really as large a threat as they initially thought). The

response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (But in the

1990’s, due to increased international contact ... phenomenon).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions.
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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[17]

Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how Starbucks and chains like it have

had a positive effect on independent retailers. The response makes clear and explicit

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Independent coffee

shops also roast their own beans, something Starbucks doesn’t and Independent sellers charge

lower prices because they don’t concern themselves with prime realestate, and mass-marketed

merchandise).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss independent vendors’ comfortable atmosphere, coffee offerings (different brands and

organic and free trade varieties), service to customers, and competitive pricing.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the positive impact of national chains on ...

independent coffee houses. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from the

independent vendors’ home-like environment, to the freshness and variety of their products, to

their ability to undersell chains. The response uses appropriate transitions (Another reason,

therefore, All in all).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Places like the Daily Grind, Professor Java’s, and 

Uncommon Grounds are local cafe’s supported by repeat customers, people who come because

of the “family” atmosphere), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (The most

positive influence Starbucks ... has had on the coffee ‘world’ is price). The response varies

structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Although this ensures

consistencey it, doesn’t ensure quality).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (carrys, frachise,

operaterated), punctuation (retailers says, and therefore taste, location it), and grammar (says

Lee Cohen, Frank Figliomeni, and Dan Murphy and Starbucks and chains like it, has) that do

not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C
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[19]



[20]

Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how the national chains may actually

promote small business. The response makes clear and explicit connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (The large business advertises and

promotes an idea; then smaller businesses can emerge with the product and A national chain

may have a quality product, but can’t recreate the friendly neighborhood environment).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the text to explain how local business can increase profit and also may possibly gain

customers searching for a cheaper product and how small shops’ friendly environment helps

them become part of the community. The discussion of the quality products independent

vendors offer is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how the independent vendor can flourish, despite

large businesses’ power. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from the

idea of small businesses profiting from national chains’ ability to get the idea out, to local shops

being able to sell a less expensive product, to the way these shops help customers feel relaxed

and comfortable. Transitions are appropriately used (A great example, Even after, Now).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (This is another way

the smaller shops are helped). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence

structure (One way Figliomeni does this is by providing conference rooms in his shop ... with

food and drink readily available).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in agreement (prices ... is

and chains ... it).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in development and language use.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how national chains may look like a 

threat or even become a threat at first, but really they are helping independent companies. The

response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task (As you can see, national chains can have a positive impact on independent

vendors).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using specific and relevant details from the text to

explain how Starbucks actually helped the local coffee shops (Starbucks had people wanting

coffee and It had people slowing down and connecting with friends) and how Starbucks lacked

a character that the local coffee shops had (they know their names, if a customer asks for a

product ... they will try to make it, local business owners roast their own beans).

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the impact of national chains. The response exhibits a logical 

sequence of ideas starting with the notion that Starbucks was first thought of ... as a threat and

then moving to a discussion of services you won’t see in a chain business, but lacks internal

consistency by discussing product quality in both paragraphs 4 and 5 and discussing coffee

culture in both paragraphs 2 and 5.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (It is now becoming

more common for someone to go to a local café). The response occasionally makes effective

use of sentence structure (They know that if their product is good ... they have absolutely

nothing to worry about!).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in comma use (For example when,

towns the, Rothenburg Starbucks, had which, Cohen who), and occasional errors in agreement

(people ... enjoying a cup of coffee and a customer ... their money) and verb tense (Starbucks

was a huge national company and coffee shops have a relationship with the people that came

in) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat

stronger in meaning and development.
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Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining how Starbucks wasn’t a threat at all and

how Starbucks had positive affects on the independent vendors. The response makes implicit

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Coffee shops

started with people not understanding them).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the text to discuss pricing (rent cost a lot of money ... much higher prices and This allows

those independent vendors to rasie their coffee prices about 50¢) and to discuss customer

service (independent vendors had a relationship with their customers and they roasted the

coffee beans themselves). The concept that business is good only if you make it good is less

developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the positive influence of Starbucks on local coffee

shops. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first explaining the early coffee

culture (College students would go) and then describing the emergence of and competition 

with Starbucks (Independent vendors were still making the same amount of money), but ends

with an inconsistent conclusion that changes the focus to the history of coffee shops.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (People who 

wouldn’t even think about drinking coffee were now in these coffee shops). The response

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (Further more, if the people say they

want a product, the independent vendors ... will try to provide for the customers).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in comma use (The owners were nice

and and just as good if not better) and agreement (a national business chain, they and the rent

cost) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[27]



[28]

Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining how national chains may actually help

increase business at the smaller shops. The response makes implicit connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (owners of the smaller shops often

personaly know many of their custimers).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (it increases their business and allows

them to raise prices and still remaun the least expensive of the two and Smaller shops try

harder ... by offering things such as bagels and confrence rooms).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the idea that National cofee chains ... have a positive

influence on the small town coffee shops. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but is

inconsistent in paragraph 2, shifting discussion from the chain’s ability to influence and educate

Americans to pricing, and in paragraph 4, moving from a discussion of higher prices to an

explanation of customer service. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Some people may

think National coffee chains are a bad idea but ironicly many coffee shop owners are

welcoming them into their neighborhoods). The response occasionally makes effective use of

sentence structure (They also dont roast the coffee beans and make the product fresh ... as do

smaller shops).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (premisis, confrence,

ironicly) and punctuation (prices owners, chain’s ... have, dont) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker

in development and organization.
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Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (These impacts ... change the way vendors and 

customers look at their product). The response makes superficial connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (These vendors feel they benift the

community on a higher level).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (coffee culture has a huge market in

Europe and Starbucks make a lot more money, but that is not what is always inportant).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the impact of internal buisness

chains. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but includes some inconsistencies

(Small vendors and international vendors have noproblems) and irrelevancies (They do not 

have anything to worry about “personal things always mean more”).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (I agree with these

small vendors). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but

with uneven success (The coffee culture has a huge market in Europe, not so much the

Onited States).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (indepented,

Rothenburg, mediolker) and punctuation (Starbucks a big international coffee vendor might;

eachother they; community. they) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by restating the task (In some cases national 

bussiness chains have positive effects on independent vendors). The response makes few and

superficial connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (They

say that Ster bucks does not offer things that they do and All three of owners said that they

would meet there costumers needs).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Plus all there coffee is fresh roasted

that day and Lynn Rothenberg said that Americans are warming up to coffee shops).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the positive effects of national chains on independent 

vendors. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure (introduction, body paragraph, and

conclusion) but includes some inconsistencies (people in America are not big Fans of coffee

shops).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (not big Fans, like, Plus), with little awareness of audience and

purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven

success (In one way ... with Ster bucks high prices).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (bussiness, Accordiy,

Cowin, Figlementy, costumers), punctuation (sterbuck’s, Rothenberg people, Javos Star bucks,

do like, Plus all), and capitalization (sterbuck’s and Fans) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Starbucks made a huge impact on three independent

vedors). The response makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the text

and the assigned task (Which keeps his business steady and The ... large chain has no bad

impact on his business).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (It’s the idea of setting time aside

without guilt and Starbucks charge more than independent vendors because rents prine real

astate).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the idea that national chains have an impact on independent

businesses that ... makes them more competitive and successful. The response exhibits a

rudimentary structure but includes irrelevancies (they discuss topics over about everything and 

anything and Dan Murphy of Uncommon Grounds started in 1992 ... and then in 1997).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (In Europe time is spent by auttiude, culture, and art over a cup

of coffee and So by this national business chains does have an impact). The response reveals

little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (He doesn’t care if Starbucks was

next door to him because they don’t do what he can do is meeting customer needs).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (postive, vedors, Settle,

Saranatorga, unface), punctuation (coffee, they; Thats; vedors which; products it; Starbucks,

Independent), and grammar (Starbucks form, to introduce and educated, Lee Cohen interact

and sells, they share organic growed ... coffee) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (The positve impact of in

dependent vendors is Great ... which brings them more buissness). The response alludes to the

text but makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (The other big biesness are Just

out to get the peopls money).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague and

repetitive (asking there customers whet they prefer, what there coustemers want, give you whet

you want, what you want, how you like it).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization through the use of paragraphing.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (people like ... better, know whet people like, out to get the peopls

money), with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to

vary sentence structure or length, but with uneven success (They have good products ... from

out the country pre-made).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (whet, coustemers, coffe,

injoy, probly) and occasional errors in punctuation (prefer they, want more, dont) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (The impact of national business

chain ... have the coffe shop name StarBuck all over the world). The response alludes to the text

but makes unclear (he did mines that Starbucks) and unwarranted (The big company try to take

over the small company) connections to the assigned task.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (all that matter is if you have good 

product, marketing over the intenet, meeting with the customer need).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization through the use of paragraphing.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (and how independent vendors have they have there way of

business and Lee Cohen had competitive with Large corporate). The response reveals little

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (sell his good he was worry about 

Starbuck either).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (positve, coffe, intereview, 

intenet, suriver), punctuation (world. and; product he; corporate he; shop Professor; said

suriver), capitalization (figiliomeni and Large), and grammar (all that matter and he sell coffe) 

that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in development.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

[39]



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[40]

Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (They must have positive impact ...

than why wood ther be so many). The response alludes to the text but makes unclear and

unwarranted connections to the assigned task (small companys boy-cotted but it didn’t have to

much impact).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Around the world

... thousan off coffee shops) and unjustified (businesses all across the whorld and Even Europe

have a national impact).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization through paragraphing.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Their for “there,” off for “of,” than for “then,” wood for 

“would”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect

(One coffee shop oner gave a man a break ... wouldnt haye!).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (whorld, thousans,

Becaus, ther, bussness, harde), punctuation (world. Their; buisiness. Becaus; didnt; Starbuck’s;

out. Many), capitalization (Their, Becaus, Enjoy, Even, Vendor), and agreement (Some positive

impact, to make the customer feels, customer ... them) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond a reference to the task, offering

only a personal response.

Development Is minimal.

Organization Suggests a focus on positive impacts but lacks organization, presenting a series of loosely

connected statements about business.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (One must have and do whatever it takes and be the best vendor

ever). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success

(Then, one has to have the best of the best no matter wat it is).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (compeet and wat) and

comma use (debate I, best no, conclusion to) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response best fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4, it remains at

Level 1 because the response makes no reference to the text.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond a reference to starbucks and

common grounds. The response makes no connections between information in the text and the

assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Shows no focus or organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Part A — Practice Paper – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – E
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Part A — Practice Paper – E



[53]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in development.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that the history of the voting process is

quite extensive, yet through advancing technology, there is always more to be done. The

response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the

assigned task (The process that seems most promising ... is a method called Votegrity). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents to discuss how the voting process has certainly come a long way

from placing balls in pots and shouting in crowded meetings. The response explains how the

Votegrity method could improve the voting process since both secrecy and validity are secured.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (Through time ... the voting system and process will

continue to evolve and improve). The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first 

introducing voting as a great honor, then moving on to discuss the history of the voting

process, followed by a suggestion of what can be done to improve the process. The response

skillfully uses transitions (With the coming of the twentieth century has also come and In such a 

process).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense

of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (While this writer’s suggested miniature voting

booths may never actually come into existence, it is fascinating to discover just how many

people have contemplated new ways to make voting better). The response varies structure and

length of sentences to enhance meaning (Thus, from Athens to the present-day, the voting

process has undergone quite an evolution which continues to take place).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by stating that though voting has changed and 

certainly improved in many ways over time, the process is still plagued with problems. The

response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the

assigned task (Throughout history, voting has been one of the defining characteristics and This

effective system allows for any unforeseen circumstances).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents. The response discusses the history of voting techniques from

ancient Athens through the present day, and the components of “verified voting” developed by

Rebecca Mercuri (This system would be accepted by the public because, though it involves

computers, paper-based records are still kept). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how through its long history, voting has undergone

many changes. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first summarizing the

history of the voting process and the problems that have arisen and then suggesting a

technological solution (The most effective ... would probably be “verified voting”). Appropriate

transitions are used (After all, it has been part of and By the 1800s).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Think about this

the next time Election Day rolls around). The response varies structure and length of sentences

to control rhythm and pacing (Even in today’s modern world, physical, tangible records still 

provide a greater sense of security, which would be greatly appreciated by voters).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by noting that voting has never been a

perfect institution, with issues of security and verification arising ... in the United States. The

response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents

and the assigned task, asserting that new technologies such as the Chaum System, would greatly

aid in voting security and verification. 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to explain the history of voting methods (Ancient Greece and Rome ... dropped balls, paper

ballots, lever machines, punch cards) and current technology (the Chaum System ... uses

encryption, stripe system, poller can ... see ... and also take a record).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the history of voting and a way to improve it. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first tracing how voting has been part of human

history for thousands of years and then recommending the Chaum System as a huge step

forward in the effort to perfect the institution of voting. Transitions are appropriately used

(Although these methods, Developed by cryptographer David Chaum, When voting).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense

of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (A future in which an official is elected without 

dispute ... would be a great future indeed). The response varies structure and length of

sentences to enhance meaning (By the 19th century, voting ... though each presented problems,

the former of buying scandals, the latter of verification).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (However

new; that if introduced will; security, and) and grammar (the poller ... see who they voted for).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by identifying the problems and 

difficulties ... voting methods have presented. The response makes clear and explicit

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (This is why

I have a recommendation for a technological change that could improve the voting process by

maintaining confidentiality and allowing verification).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss past methods used to vote for political leaders (dropping clay balls into pots, small

beans, voters shouted out their ... choice, lever machines, punch cards) and to explain the

benefits of the new scheme (would keep the voter’s identity secret and allow for the accuracy of 

the touch screen to be tested, using the paper ballots).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the voting process and a way to improve it. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the importance of voting (Voting

is an essential part of ... government), then tracing past voting methods and their difficulties

(Most of these methods ... produced some kind of problem), and concluding with a

recommendation for a voter verification system (This new method would be different from past 

ones in that it would not have to deal with so many problems).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Today we use

different techniques, in the United States, to vote). The response varies structure and length of

sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Unlike paper ballots, this method could not be

tampered with. Unlike punch cards, it wouldn’t be difficult to interpret).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in the use of semicolons

(people; rather and President; possibly,), commas (Some states use punch cards, others are and

in the article “Voting Through the Ages”,) and proofreading (prinout and Republica).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, asserting that there have been many

different strategies for polling votes through time. The response makes clear and explicit

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, stating that

many tehnological changes can be made to make the experience more safe, accurate, private

and convenient.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to illustrate how elections have become much more accurate over the centuries and to discuss

the ways a small machine called a frog provides a voting system that is convinient, reliable and 

safe. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the history of the voting process and a

recommendation to improve it (Times and technology have changed drastically). The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first by describing chronological changes in the voting

process (In 500 B.C. the Ancient Greeks voted by dropping clay balls, Later in the 1600s voters

shouted their choices, In the 1800s paper ballots became much more popular), followed by an

explanation of why the frog is the best way to go for a new voting strategie. Appropriate

transitions are used (Still in the Early 1600s, Although this process, This process was soon

discarded).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (but I think there can

be improvements). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and

length (Modified PCs protect voters from the risk of making mistakes, although there is no

paper trail, so voters ... when using this device).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (skans, reccomend,

neccesary, strategie) and frequent errors in punctuation (Although, many; blanks, this is;

choose, you just; After ... your vote the frog) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning  Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, making implicit connections between

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (voting and elections have been

around for quite some time and should use an electronic device that does not use the internet).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the graphic to explain voting through the ages (The use of small objects to vote ...

continued through the 1600’s), while only making a brief reference to the text (Somewhat like

the Mercuri scheme, the “frog” system, or like that of the Votegrity System) as the discussion of 

a technological change becomes more of a personal response.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus, first discussing the history of voting (Historical

records show and In 2004, with the increased popularity of computers) and then one

technological change that we could use to improve the voting process, concluding with the hope

that maybe, someday, this idea will be improved so that it is virtually flawless. Appropriate

transitions are used (However, when 1892 came about).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (As we all know and I 

believe that this would be an efficient, practical, and safe way to vote). The response

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (The Romans used beans to

vote, while the Senate used writing tablets).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation [500 B.C. during, Also

in the 1960s came, (for security and privacy), and], grammar (One would punch ... their, it was

decided ... millions will use, an electronic device that ... have, voter ... their), and usage (to

ensure privacy, and make and that has been ... before anyone votes on it).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Voting methods have come a far way and 

technology will continue to flourish in the voting field). The response makes implicit 

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (With

technology on the rise and incidents such as florida, there was bound to be new methods of 

voting).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents, referring to the history of voting (Romans in 50 B.C. used a similar

method and In 1892 the made lever machines) and the touch screen method (pick their vote on

the touch screen, the paper is printed out, and ... into a locked ballot box). Other technological

advances are briefly mentioned (Computer scientists and cryptographers ... frogs, stripes, and 

internet voting).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the history of the voting process and suggests a

recommendation (Touch screen and print outs is the best method ever created. It ... will 

advance in technology and ultimately be better). The response exhibits a logical sequence of

ideas but lacks internal consistency (This is where the word ballot ... meaning “little ball” in

Italian. In the 1600’s early settlers used corn kernels or beans, shouting out their canidates

name).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Voting is a process

that many people go through ... and has been around for quite a long time). The response

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (This method wasn’t very

private; thats why in the 1800’s they created paper ballots).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dpropped, desighned,

canidate), punctuation (a far way and technology; 2004 with technology increasing millions;

including: touch), capitalization (ancient, Graphic, florida), and grammar (there was bound to

be and vote is casted).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, indicating the voting process started in 500 

BC in Athens and that there is one change that might be able to improve the voting process and 

make it more efficient. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas

in the documents and the assigned task (The history of the voting process has come very far,

even if today there are still problems). The response refers to the Mercuri system in

recommending a change, but never clearly identifies it as such.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the document to refer to the history of voting 

(In the 1800s paper ballots were introduced but the counts were sometimes rigged) and a way

to improve the voting process (that printout would be locked up and only used as verification).

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on how these new methods, combined with the old methods

could possibly take away from the problems in the voting history. The response exhibits a

rudimentary structure, with an introductory paragraph which includes a brief history of voting,

followed by a recommendation of a technological change that could improve the process, and 

ending with a two-sentence conclusion.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Voting, where has it 

come from and where is it going in the future?). The response occasionally makes effective use

of sentence structure and length (Moving to Rome in 50 BC and in North America in the 1600s

a concept very similar to Athens was used, the idea of using beans as ballots).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (additon and annoymuus),

punctuation (introduced but; scans, in; methods could), and grammar (voter can keep ... they) 

that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

weaker in development and organization.
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 Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, indicating that throughout time the voting

history has improved significantly. The response makes few connections between information

and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Voting techniques have been used since 500 

B.C. and I feel that the mercuri scheme is the most practical).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents to discuss the voting process

(From using clay balls to now using PC devices) and a technological change that could improve

the voting process (The mercuri scheme allows voters to use a touch screen system).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how people have been trying to change voting ways

for many years and with few minor improvements the mercuri scheme seems like it could be the

new way. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas moving from history to personal 

recommendation. The discussion of asking millions of people ... to commute to computer based

places results in a lack of consistency.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (All of these new voting tactics are great and That seems like way 

too much). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven

success (Personally, I believe none of these tactics are mechanically ready as well as the people

and After that the paper is locked in a box safely).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (resourcefull, choses,

successfull), punctuation (people young or old to, peoples homes, system the), and grammar

(person ... their and voter ... their) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization and conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – B

[79]



[80]

Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that voting has a long history and

suggesting the best voting method is the optical scan, though mistakenly referring to verified

voting as the Truth Serum. The response makes superficial connections between information

and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (But today it has gotten even to Electronic

voting; when you use your computers to cast votes).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (This was the time when the

Greeks dropped balls into pots or bowls for the candidate they wanted to choose and we would 

have paper records and we wouldn’t have another Florida 2000 mishap).

Organization Establishes a focus on the history of voting (all started back in 500 BC) and recommends the

optical scan (has the best track record for reliability). The response exhibits a rudimentary,

three-paragraph structure, moving from methods to problems to solution (If more people ...

started using the optical scans ... it would dramatically change the voting process). Some

inconsistency exists as the introduction of the voting history becomes more of a presentation of 

methods.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (there also come a lot of problems and Also a lever machine creates

a problem too). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for 

effect, but with uneven success (Like with the punch cards if you didn’t punch out the hole hard

enough it could lead to a recount like in Florida in 2000).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (voting; when; your

votes. Such as; For example: we), capitalization (Electronic and Truth Serum), grammar (a frog

in which and one punches ... they).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (As we seen over the past years our

technology has changed dramaticlly). The response makes few connections between

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (This electronic voting method

was used in the November elections and did not make a mistake).

Development Is incomplete. The response makes repetitive references to dropping clay balls and hints at, but 

makes no real recommendation (modified PCs will guard against voter mistakes so it is more

accurate and optical scans were the best to track records).

Organization Suggests a focus (As we see over the years our technology has advanced and it will continue

to). The response lacks organization starting with the idea that we came a long way, but moves

back and forth in chronology and personal commentary.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (People are scared ... because they feel these computers can be

hacked into and someone can mess up the votes) that is sometimes imprecise (ride for “rid,”

then for “than,” their for “there”). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence

structure for effect, but with uneven success (Their was a pot that represented each candidate

and whomever the people like they would drop clay balls in the pot).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dramaticlly and now a 

days), punctuation (pots and now and Who knows ... for us), grammar (we came a long, their

was, continue to) and proofreading (The are unsure and called is electronic) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

weaker in development and organization.
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Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (In today’s wourld we use punch bullets,

and the start of electronc voteing). The response alludes to the documents but makes unclear

connections to the assigned task (In these days everything is being computerized and Voteing is

a fast way of getting people opions of who should take a spot of leaders ship).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are

vague (The voteng prossice been around since the time of the Romans and One techologie chang 

that will help is the use of safer computers).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the history of voting and the many

kinds of voteng process. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure of three loosely 

constructed paragraphs that move from kinds of voting to a personal suggestion and concludes

that for a good govermens to run It should have a good voteng system to go along with it. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (There are many kinds of voteng process). The response exhibits

some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with uneven success (Withe the new

computers, thay can make voteng faster and more easyer to do).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (voteing, wourld,

techologie, leaders ship), punctuation (todays; bullets, and; people opions; run It), and usage

(prossice been around and more easyer) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization and language use.
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Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents, making unclear connections to the

assigned task (It used to be a digatal storage that records votes now its the frog system and you

can write letters to the newspaper with you ideas).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response offers a one-sentence recommendation (I think the frog

system is better because you can change your vote before you really submit your answer) and 

one sentence that details the history (The way we vote now is better than 500 B C were Ancient 

Greeks voted by dropping clay balls).

Organization Suggests a focus on how the voting process has changed over the years but lacks organization.

The response moves from mentioning history, to a textual recommendation, to two personal

recommendations, then back to history, and ends with another personal suggestion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (They should have people getting it updated frequently so the

wont be any mixups and were for “where”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use

sentences to achieve an effect (So that you can not vote more than once without your Id card

you cant vote at all).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (digatal, its, can not,

mixups), punctuation (votes now, Personally I, cant), and usage (they can, you can not, ideas for

them).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (One of the technological changes I would

Recommending to improve the process is The most Talked about Scheme was first conceived in

the early 1990’s because of Rebecca Mercuri that had graduated is called verified voting). The

response alludes to the documents but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (And the

system is a kind of truth serum for touch screen system).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (Plus the

Mercuri has picked up a lot of momentum Last year of 2003) and irrelevant (This 1852 painting

shows a typically chaotic county election). The response contains only three original sentences.

Organization Shows no organization. The response consists of a series of loosely related facts taken from

both documents.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Plus the Mercuri has picked up a lot of momentum Last year of

2003). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (50

B.C. use small beans so that they were able to vote) and contains several phrases directly copied

from the documents.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Droped, poblic, choces),

punctuation (settler’s, voter’s, didnt), capitalization (Recommending, Talked, greek), grammar 

(500 B.C. Droped balls and 50 B.C. use small beans), and usage (Mercuri that had and 

momentum Last year) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

weaker in organization.
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 Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of understanding (A way you could improve the process of voting is to go 

to the voters house and have them vote). The response makes no connection between

information in the documents and the assigned task (It is important for history to know how 

many votes the President gets).

Development Is minimal. The response includes no details from either document.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization. The response consists of two

paragraphs of personal commentary.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise, revealing little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve

an effect (If you go to ever house you could get ever vote and count ever person who votes so

you could keep record of how many voter realy do vote).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (voters house),

capitalization (united states) and grammar (keep record, many voter, won by) that make

comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Although the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, it remains at Level 1 because

the response makes no reference to the documents.
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Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes one connection between

information in the documents and the assigned task (Througout the time voting process have

changed and improve).

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus on voting, but is too brief to exhibit organization.

Language Use Is minimal, consisting of only two sentences, one of which is essentially copied from the

document.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 2 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The

Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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