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The last page of this booklet is the answer sheet for the multiple-choice
questions. Fold the last page along the perforations and, slowly and carefully, tear
off the answer sheet. Then fill in the heading of your answer sheet. Now circle
“Session Two” and fill in the heading of each page of your essay booklet. 

This session of the examination has two parts. For Part A, you are to answer
all ten multiple-choice questions and write a response, as directed. For Part B, you
are to write a response, as directed.

When you have completed this session of the examination, you must sign the
statement printed at the end of the answer sheet, indicating that you had no
unlawful knowledge of the questions or answers prior to the session and that you
have neither given nor received assistance in answering any of the questions
during the session. Your answer sheet cannot be accepted if you fail to sign this
declaration.

The use of any communications device is strictly prohibited when taking this
examination. If you use any communications device, no matter how briefly, your
examination will be invalidated and no score will be calculated for you.
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Part A
Directions: Read the passages on the following pages (an essay and a poem).  Write the number of the answer
to each multiple-choice question on your answer sheet.  Then write the essay in your essay booklet as described
in Your Task.  You may use the margins to take notes as you read and scrap paper to plan your response. 

Your Task:

After you have read the passages and answered the multiple-choice questions,
write a unified essay about accomplishment as revealed in the passages.  In
your essay, use ideas from both passages to establish a controlling idea about
accomplishment.  Using evidence from each passage, develop your controlling
idea and show how the author uses specific literary elements or techniques to
convey that idea.

Guidelines:

Be sure to
• Use ideas from both passages to establish a controlling idea about accomplishment
• Use specific and relevant evidence from each passage to develop your controlling

idea
• Show how each author uses specific literary elements (for example: theme,

characterization, structure, point of view) or techniques (for example:  symbolism,
irony, figurative language) to convey the controlling idea

• Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner
• Use language that communicates ideas effectively
• Follow the conventions of standard written English



Passage I

Two days before my first novel was to be published, while I was packing to
leave the small Vermont town in which I live to go to New York, the telephone
rang, and when I snatched it up irritably and said, “Hello,” a sweet old lady’s voice
answered me, “Hello, who’s this?” which is a common enough Vermont
telephone greeting.

“This is Shirley Jackson,” I said, a little soothed because my name reminded
me of my book.

“Well,” she said vaguely, “is Mrs. Stanley Hyman there, please?”
I waited for a minute and then, “This is Mrs. Hyman,” I said reluctantly.
Her voice brightened.  “Mrs. Hyman,” she said, pleased, “This is Mrs. Sheila

Lang of the newspaper.  I’ve been trying to get in touch with you for days.”
“I’m so sorry,” I said.  “I’ve been terribly busy—my book, and all.”  
“Yes,” she said.  “Well, Mrs. Hyman, this is what I wanted.  You read the

paper, of course?”
“Of course,” I said, “and I’ve been sort of expecting—”
“Well, then, surely, you read the North Village Notes column?”
“Yes, indeed,” I said warmly.
“That’s my column,” she said.  “I write that column.”
“Of course, I’m a North Village resident,” I said, “but I rather thought that

for a thing of this importance—”
“Now, what I’m doing is this.  I’m calling up a few people in town who I

thought might have items of news for me—”
“Certainly,” I said, and reached for one of the numerous copies of the book

jacket lying around the house.  “The name of the book—”
“First of all,” she said, “where exactly in town do you live, Mrs. Hyman?”
“On Prospect Street,” I said.  “The Road Through the Wall.”
“I see,” she said.  “Just let me take that down.”
“That’s the name of the book,” I said.
“Yes,” she said.  “Which house would that be, I wonder?”
“The old Elwell place,” I said.
“On the corner of Mechanic?  I thought the young Elwells lived there.”
“That’s next door,” I said.  “We’re in the old Elwell place.”
“The old Thatcher place?” she said.  “We always call that the old Thatcher

place; he built it, you know.”
“That’s the one,” I said.  “It’s going to be published the day after tomorrow.”
“I didn’t know anyone lived there,” she said.  “I thought it was empty.”  
“We’ve lived here three years,” I said, a little stiffly.
“I don’t get out much any more,” she said.  “Now, what little items of local

news do you have for me?  Any visitors?  Children’s parties?”
“I’m publishing a book next week,” I said.  “I am going down to New York for

my publication day.”
“Taking your family?” she asked.  “Any children, by the way?”
“Two,” I said.  “I’m taking them.”
“Isn’t that nice,” she said.  “I bet they’re excited.”
“You know,” I said madly, “I’ve been asked to do the Girl Scout column for

your paper.”
“Really?”  She sounded doubtful.  “I’m sure you’ll enjoy it.  It’s such an

informal newspaper.”
“Yes,” I said.  “Would you like to hear about my book?”
“I certainly would,” she said.  “Anytime you have any little newsy items for
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me, you be sure and call me right up.  My number’s in the book.”
“Thank you,” I said.  “Well, my book —”
“I have so much enjoyed our little talk, Mrs. Hyman.  Imagine me not

knowing anyone was living in the old Thatcher place!”
“The Road Through the Wall,” I said.  “Farrar and Straus.”
“You know,” she said, “now that I don’t get out any more, I find that doing this

column keeps me in touch with my neighbors.  It’s social, sort of.”
“Two-seventy-five,” I said.  “It’ll be in the local bookstore.”
“You’ll probably find the same thing with the Girl Scout column,” she said.

“Thank you so much, Mrs. Hyman.  Do call me again soon.”
“I started it last winter,” I said.
“Goodbye,” she said sweetly, and hung up.
I kept the column that appeared as the North Village Notes of the newspaper

the next day.  Several people remarked on it to me.  It was on the last page of the
four!

NORTH VILLAGE NOTES
Mrs. Royal Jones of Main Street is ill.
Miss Mary Randall of Waite Street is confined to her home with chicken pox.
One of the hooked rug classes met last evening with Mrs. Ruth Harris.
Hurlbut Lang of Troy spent the weekend with his parents in North Village,

Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Lang.  
The food sale of the Baptist Church has been postponed indefinitely due to

weather conditions.
Mrs. Stanley Hyman has moved into the old Thatcher place on Prospect

Street.  She and her family are visiting Mr. and Mrs. Farrarstraus of New York
City this week.

Mrs. J. N. Arnold of Burlington spent the weekend in town with Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Montague.

Little Lola Kittredge of East Road celebrated her fifth birthday on Tuesday.
Six little friends joined to wish her many happy returns of the day, and ice cream
and cake were served.

—Shirley Jackson
“Fame”

from Writer, August 1948
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Passage II

Soybeans

The October air was warm and musky, blowing
Over brown fields, heavy with the fragrance
Of freshly combined beans, the breath of harvest.

He was pulling a truckload onto the scales
At the elevator near the rail siding north of town
When a big Cadillac drove up.  A man stepped out,
Wearing a three-piece suit and a gold pinky ring.
The man said he had just invested a hundred grand
In soybeans and wanted to see what they looked like.

The farmer stared at the man and was quiet, reaching
For the tobacco in the rear pocket of his jeans,
Where he wore his only ring, a threadbare circle rubbed
By working cans of dip and long hours on the backside
Of a hundred acre run.  He scooped up a handful
Of small white beans, the pearls of the prairie, saying:

Soybeans look like a foot of water on the field in April
When you’re ready to plant and can’t get in;
Like three kids at the kitchen table
Eating macaroni and cheese five nights in a row;
Or like a broken part on the combine when
Your credit with the implement dealer is nearly tapped.

Soybeans look like prayers bouncing off the ceiling
When prices on the Chicago grain market start to drop;
Or like your old man’s tears when you tell him
How much the land might bring for subdivisions.
Soybeans look like the first good night of sleep in weeks
When you unload at the elevator and the kids get Christmas.

He spat a little juice on the tire of the Cadillac,
Laughing despite himself and saying to the man:
Now maybe you can tell me what a hundred grand looks like.

—Thomas Alan Orr
from Hammers in the Fog, 1995

Restoration Press
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Passage I (the essay) — Questions 1–6 refer to
Passage I.

1 According to the passage, the narrator calls
herself “Shirley Jackson” on the phone to
emphasize pride in her
(1) marriage (3) wealth
(2) career (4) children

2 The caller, Mrs. Lang, is seeking information for a
(1) brief biography
(2) neighborhood census
(3) community database 
(4) newspaper column

3 The passage’s main conflict is based on the
characters’
(1) different motives (3) varied education
(2) mutual jealousy (4) similar ages

4 As used in the passage, The Road Through the
Wall refers to a
(1) newspaper (3) novel
(2) play (4) movie

5 Mrs. Lang’s reference to the builder and original
owner of the house (lines 33 and 34) emphasizes
her
(1) respect for historic architecture
(2) interest in modern literature
(3) knowledge of town history
(4) appreciation of local art

6 The passage is primarily developed through the
use of
(1) description (3) argument
(2) example (4) dialogue

Passage II (the poem) — Questions 7–10 refer to
Passage II.

7 The purpose of the first stanza is to
(1) establish setting (3) introduce conflict
(2) explore character (4) create rhyme

8 The description of “a man” (lines 6 through 9)
emphasizes the man’s
(1) humility (3) prosperity
(2) intolerance (4) jealousy

9 In stanza 3, the contrast between the farmer and
the man is best established by which phrase?
(1) “reaching for the tobacco” (lines 10 and 11)
(2) “his only ring” (line 12)
(3) “a hundred acre run” (line 14)
(4) “small white beans” (line 15)

10 Stanzas 4 and 5 make the reader aware of the 
(1) size of the family
(2) struggles of the farmer
(3) growth of the soybeans
(4) effects of the drought
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After you have finished these questions, turn to page 2. Review Your Task and the
Guidelines. Use scrap paper to plan your response. Then write your response to Part A,
beginning on page 1 of your essay booklet. After you finish your response for Part A, go on to
page 7 of your examination booklet and complete Part B.

Multiple-Choice Questions

Directions (1–10): Select the best suggested answer to each question and write its number in the space
provided on the answer sheet. The questions may help you think about the ideas and information you might
want to use in your essay. You may return to these questions anytime you wish.



Part B
Your Task:

Write a critical essay in which you discuss two works of literature you have read from the particular perspective
of the statement that is provided for you in the Critical Lens.  In your essay, provide a valid interpretation of
the statement, agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it, and support your opinion using
specific references to appropriate literary elements from the two works.  You may use scrap paper to plan your
response.  Write your essay in Part B, beginning on page 7 of the essay booklet.
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Critical Lens:

“You must take life the way it comes at you and make the
best of it.”

—Yann Martel
Life of Pi, 2001

Guidelines:
Be sure to
• Provide a valid interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria

for analysis
• Indicate whether you agree or disagree with the statement as you have interpreted it
• Choose two works you have read that you believe best support your opinion
• Use the criteria suggested by the critical lens to analyze the works you have chosen
• Avoid plot summary.  Instead, use specific references to appropriate literary elements

(for example: theme, characterization, setting, point of view) to develop your analysis
• Organize your ideas in a unified and coherent manner
• Specify the titles and authors of the literature you choose
• Follow the conventions of standard written English









The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION
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ANSWER SHEET

Student  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sex:     � Male  � Female

School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Teacher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Write your answers to the multiple-choice questions for Part A on this answer sheet.

Part A

1 _______ 6 _______

2 _______ 7 _______

3 _______ 8 _______

4 _______ 9 _______

5 _______ 10 _______

Your essay responses for Part A and Part B should be written in the essay booklet.

I do hereby affirm, at the close of this examination, that I had no unlawful knowledge of the questions or answers prior to the examination and
that I have neither given nor received assistance in answering any of the questions during the examination.

____________________________________________________________
Signature

HAND IN THIS ANSWER SHEET WITH YOUR ESSAY BOOKLET, 
SCRAP PAPER, AND EXAMINATION BOOKLET.

Te
ar

 H
er

e
Te

ar
 H

er
e

Comp. Eng. — Session Two – Aug. ’07 [11]



Te
ar

 H
er

e
Te

ar
 H

er
e

Comp. Eng. — Session Two – Aug. ’07 [12] COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH SESSION TWO
COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH SESSION TWO



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (prepress tn)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


