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FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Wednesday, January 23, 2008— 1:15 to 4:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session Two answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A multiple-choice questions to
the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each student’s 
SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session Two
Correct Answers

Part A
(1)  3
(2)  4
(3)  1
(4)  2
(5)  4
(6)  4
(7)  3
(8)  2
(9)  1

(10)  4 
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One,
and determining the student’s final score for the examination. The chart located on the
Department’s web site should be used for determining the final examination score.
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Anchor Level 6 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea about parenting styles that reveals an in-depth analysis of both 

texts, stating that Passages 1 and 2 demonstrate separate parenting techniques and their 

effects on children. The response makes insightful connections between the controlling idea 

and the ideas in Passage I (rather than being overbearing, the father gave his child space to 

develop and they both seemed at ease with this arrangement, secure in their love for each 

other) and Passage II (There is a strong connection between the two independent personalities, 

as strong as the gravitational pull which aligns the planets in orbit). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from Passage I (He watched … and encouraged her and the father gave his child 

space to develop on her own) and Passage II (this mother is hovering over her sleeping baby to 

make sure that the child is safe and She states that she feels her “heart slowing, opened to your 

tiny flame”). The response uses appropriate literary elements (characterization and theme from 

Passage I and characterization and symbolism from Passage II) to further the analysis. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea on the parenting skills of a father and a 

mother. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from the general topic 

of parenting to the specific examples in the two passages, and finally, stating that parents have 

choices of approach to … rearing their children. Appropriate devices and transitions are 

skillfully used (Ultimately, even when, Rather than). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (coddles a child to the 

point of dependence, This poem is a love song to the child, the mother … is … aware of her 

child’s separateness), with a notable sense of voice (It is probable that the sleeping child … 

will continue to develop in a loving environment) and awareness of audience and purpose (wise 

parents alter their approach). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance 

meaning (That strong pull is parental love). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts, stating that the 

passages demonstrate the wide spectrum of parenting techniques and feelings. The response 

makes insightful connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (The father 

understands that his child needs the freedom to be independent and so steps back) and Passage 

II (The mother hovers over her sleeping infant, bound to it by love and a desire to protect and 

nurture it). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence to describe the father in Passage I (“often distracted” and he is supportive) and the 

daughter who wants to connect herself with him, and the mother in Passage II, who reaches out 

to show her concern for her child. The response uses appropriate literary elements to discuss 

the use of point of view, characterization, and imagery (water “sparkled” and the lawn was 

“sunlit”) in Passage I and simile, metaphor, point of view, and imagery (“dusty pink” light, 

and “murmuring” night) in Passage II. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea about parenting style. The response 

exhibits a logical and coherent structure by first contrasting the style of the parents in both 

passages (The mother … is more forthcoming with affection … than the father), then developing 

this contrast with examples, and concluding that the parenting styles might differ because of the 

ages of the children (an infant who is incapable and the girl is older and capable). Appropriate 

transitions are skillfully used (While the narrator, This vantage point, Although the two). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (complex 

amalgamation of emotions and locked in an orbit of mutual affection), with a notable sense of 

voice and awareness of audience and purpose (The two passages in today’s reading … the 

parent-child relationship). Sentence structure is varied to enhance meaning (Some parents are 

more encouraging … while certain parents’ stoicism … struggle to prove themselves). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (detatched) 

and punctuation (first passage, however; relationship in contrast; in front of him even though). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[10]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[11]



[12]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

Anchor Level 5 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts, stating that 

parental love plays an integral role in the development of children and that parents provide 

security and guidance. The response makes insightful connections between the controlling idea 

and the ideas in Passage I (her father would not care and still be one hundred percent loving) 

and Passage II (the mother feels that they are two planets revolving in orbits which will always 

be tied closely together by the gravatational force of their love). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts (her father, a college professor, took her to work with him everyday and the mother 

feels her love so intensely that she sees her infant’s breath as a “humid tendril”).  The response 

refers to the use of point of view in Passage I (the narrator uses point of view to reveal her 

appreciation for her father’s devotion) and figurative language in Passage II (The narrator uses 

figurative language to describe this love and She sees her child’s closed eyes as “blue irises”). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea (parental love influences the 

development of the child). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first presenting 

use of point of view and anecdote in Passage I, followed by the use of figurative language in 

Passage II. The response uses appropriate transitions (In Passage I, She then notes, Passage II 

describes). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (integral role and She 

alludes to the fact), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (The 

deepest childhood memories are of parents and the quality of this relationship). The response 

varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (This love is shown … through the 

subtle, yet powerful bond, established by the parent just being there). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dissappoint, 

annecdotes, gravatational). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and language use. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[13]



[14]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B



[15]

Anchor Level 5 – B     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts, referring to the 

strength of the special and natural bond between parent and child. The response makes clear and 

explicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (The love she had for 

her always working parasitologist father was so strong that she felt ashamed to fail) and in 

Passage II, noting the overwhelming love the mother feels for her child. 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

Passage I to discuss the memories she carried … from those summers with her father (swimming 

test, new tricks, father was … partial to fishing and the daughter to swimming) and from Passage 

II to explain the emotional pull between mother and baby. The response refers to symbolism in 

Passage I (the water is symbolic of a calm connection between parent and offspring) and imagery 

in Passage II (“As if your blue irises mirrored me” giving the reader a picture of eyes and souls 

connecting). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea that an unspoken connection exists between 

parent and child. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas beginning with Passage I (the 

daughter’s efforts to seek her father’s approval, followed by experiences centered around their 

shared love of water, leading to her adult feelings of joy and hope), continuing with a discussion of 

the natural bond between mother and child in Passage II, and concluding with the idea that love is 

the unbreakable bond between parent and child. Transitions are appropriate (This eternal 

connection, also possessed another connection, At the very end). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (poet portrays and slumbering offspring), with evident 

awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to 

control rhythm and pacing (While parents help children grow, children also help parents grow). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (prodominant, infinate, untill, 

imagry, wheather), and occasional errors in punctuation (“And … what we “look … childhood”… 

us.” and unbreakable, and is) and usage (gracious of and line of paper) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C



[19]

Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (Childhood, is 

perhaps the most cherished time of all … the innocence and the unconditional love and 

attention recieved). The response makes clear and explicit connections between the controlling 

idea and the ideas in the memoir (The passage talks of what childhood entails … all the “little 

things” most adults seem to forget) and in the poem (Passage II shows how a mothers love is 

unconditional and an ever-lasting bond). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts to describe the closeness of parents and their children (failure infront of her father 

would be unbearable, swimming and eating ice cream cones with her father, “one planet loves 

the other”, “blue irises” mirrored her). The response incorporates a discussion of point of view 

and theme in both passages and highlights the use of irony in Passage I (the “small” details of 

her childhood … were important to her) and figurative language in Passage II (the child’s smile 

“breathed and warmed”). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea that not only is child hood supposed to 

be innocent, but a time to remember. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first 

establishing parenting’s inestimable value, then discussing a child’s constant memories of her 

and her father in Passage I, followed by a discussion of the parent-child bond in Passage II. 

Appropriate transitions are used (Throughout the passage, This passage, Not only … but). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is occasionally awkward (explains her childhood as one being of 

and shown by when), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally 

makes effective use of sentence structure or length (Childhood is supposed to be innocent and 

beautiful, like nature, and … wrapped in parental love). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (recieved, narrorator, 

figuritively), punctuation (fathers pocket; the narrorator herself; tremendously, there’s), and 

vague pronoun references (love they continually present and the rest of their lives) that do not 

hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use and conventions. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[20]



[21]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A



[22]

 

 Anchor Level 4 –A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (Both 

passages are beautiful stories of a childs relationship with its loved guardian). The response 

makes clear and explicit connections between the controlling idea and ideas in each text (a 

young striving girl … and her mentoring father and a memmory of her baby). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with reference to specific and relevant evidence 

from both passages to support a discussion of beautiful and timeless memories from childhood 

through the use of appropriate literary elements. The response refers to characterization (He is a 

tall parasitologist who loves and mentors the author) and setting (the father’s office location by 

the pool) in Passage I and characterization and symbolism in Passage II (like a planet … This 

symbolizes the deep connection between parent and child). The idea of the child’s swimming 

challenges in relation to her father is inaccurately developed (she had to pass a swiming test 

administered by her father). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (Overall, both passages prove that in the innocience of 

childhood, having a loved one cloce will create beautiful and timeless memories). The response 

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, beginning with an introduction of the controlling idea as it 

applies to both works and then relating information from each text to the chosen literary 

elements. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (The author 

characterizes the mother in passage II much like the father in passage I). The response 

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (The author of passage one 

describes her fond memories of childhood and all the joy and hope it held). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (innocieace, memmory, 

craddle, creatng, convienience, swiming) and occasional errors in punctuation (childs 

relationship; This as well describing; it’s craddle; pool, helps) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[23]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[24]



[25]

Anchor Level 4 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that the 

authors stress the connection between the parent and child. The response makes implicit, 

although incorrect, connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (This 

work suggested that the father was in fact a stern and unyielding man) and implicit connections 

in Passage II (the reader is able to comprehend that the bond between the two was somehow 

invincible). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with reference to specific and relevant evidence 

from both texts, using a quote from each passage to initiate a discussion of the parenting bond. 

The response appropriately discusses the use of imagery in Passage II (“to feel the humid 

tendril of your breathing”) but less successfully in Passage I (“In the pockets would be 

peppermint Life Savers”). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the message of parenting. The response exhibits a 

logical sequence of ideas, first discussing Passage I as it relates to the controlling idea, 

including a discussion of imagery, and then repeating this procedure to discuss Passage II. The 

response shows a lack of internal consistency by introducing a contradictory idea in the 

concluding paragraph (bonds are still withheld). 

Language Use Uses appropriate, although sometimes awkward (un-ease of the father), language, with some 

awareness of audience and purpose (In this work, the author conveys a more sensable 

relationship between the parent and child). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure and length (That, in itself, holds its own importance). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dissappointment and 

Eventhough), punctuation (the father, however the; was in fact a stern; however at times, the), 

and agreement (lines … states, lines … suggests, Both … uses) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C
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[27]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C



Anchor Level 4 –C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that love is 

a big part of parenting and that those memories should be cherished by a parent and a child. 

The response makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage 

I (This love between daughter and father is something that influences her view on childhood to 

this day) and in Passage II [This wonderful love is also expressed in small gestures like “(a 

mother) floats a hand above your cradle to feel the humid tendril of your breathing”]. 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from Passage I, relying primarily on plot 

summary, with no reference to literary elements or techniques. References to great sweeping 

metaphor’s and romantic metaphor in Passage II are not elaborated. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on love as the bases of parenting. The response exhibits 

a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the importance of love in the parent-child 

relationship, then emphasizing the loving relationship between father and daughter in Passage I, 

and the different kind of love, expressed through wounder, in Passage II. The response lacks 

internal consistency, introducing a new idea (only time you live) in the concluding paragraph. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (This indecision … 

makes child rearing not only difficult, but in some ways a skill). The response occasionally 

makes effective use of sentence structure (I find this quote to describe not only the person in 

childhood, but the experience of it, and those who observe us in it). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (indecision coupled, 

the water and, childs eyes) and capitalization (passages 1 and 2 and him. her memory) that do 

not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

weaker in development. 

 

[28]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A

[29]



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[30]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A



[31]

Anchor Level 3 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts (Parenting is a very 

important role). The response makes a few connections between the controlling idea and the 

ideas in the texts (the fathers parenting was great and the mother cares about her child).  

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts (He was always paying attention to 

his daughter and SHe makes sure that he is breathing and that he is confortable).  

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on parenting. The response exhibits a logical sequence 

of ideas, moving from introduction to discussion of both texts and then to conclusion. The 

response lacks internal consistency in the last two paragraphs, repeating four variations of the 

phrase parenting is … important. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (It is a memory we 

will never forget if we had good parenting). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure or length (It doesn’t really show how they are together and having fun, but it 

shows how the mother cares about her child). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (memorys, lifes, 

narrater), punctuation (parenting, It and fathers parenting), grammar (says how when, they 

hang like a planet, childrens life), and usage (appreciate of our parents and he … took … they 

spend … he takes) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization and language use. 



[32]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B



[33]

Anchor Level 3 – B         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts (Parenting is 

composed of lovingness for and towards your children and hopes for them later in their lives). 

The response makes few and superficial connections between the controlling idea and the ideas 

in the texts (Her father wants her to pass and the mother watches the child … and shows her 

affection towards it). 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (As the mother tells 

about the blue irises … she thinks the child should be just as she is in the poem) and unjustified 

(the daughter has showed her father things in life that he may not have seen before and This 

characterizes how the daughter feels towards her father and around the people surrounding her 

at the pool). 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus. The response exhibits a rudimentary, 

three-paragraph structure. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (she doesn’t want him there and The poem and the excerpt … both 

… explain how parenting should be). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence 

structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (Also it tells how parents should be 

loving and caring for the children throughout thier early lives). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (enviroment and thier), 

punctuation (pass it but the she, In the excerpt from a memoir the daughter, childs), 

capitalization (passage I and In passage II), and grammar (child … it and feels towards … and 

around) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in development. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C

[34]



[35]

Anchor Level 3 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of only Passage I (Through out 

life parent’s have been the one’s teaching their chlidren). The response makes superficial 

connections between the controlling idea and Passage I (In Passage I it talks about a girl who 

enjoy’s Being with her father). There is no reference to Passage II. 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from Passage I (She knows that her father loves 

her). The response relies primarily on plot summary. 

Organization Suggests a focus on parents as teachers and suggests organization, with an introductory 

paragraph followed by one body paragraph of loosely connected ideas. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (Parents try to mold you in to some one sucssessful and He loves 

being near the water), that is sometimes imprecise (your their for them), with little awareness 

of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length 

for effect, but with uneven success (Through out the passage The daughter show so much 

admiration for her father, and how they like the same thing just different forms).  

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Through out, loveing, 

dosent), punctuation (so, one; enjoy’s; her that’s; thing just), capitalization (Being and The), 

and grammar (parent’s have been the one’s and daughter show) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker 

in organization. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[36]

Anchor Level 2 –A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding of the texts. The response attempts to establish a 

controlling idea (Parental expectations are the things that parents do to look after their 

children), but makes few connections to Passage I and no connections to Passage II beyond one 

reference to it. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to Passage I are vague 

(He lets her go to the pool when he is working). There is no development of Passage II. 

Organization Suggests a focus on parenting (Passage I and Passage II have these in them) but lacks 

organization. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (the narrator is eight years old, and loves to swim), with little 

awareness of audience and purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence 

structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (Her dad is described as a nice, easy 

going, and a very kind person). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control. The two paragraph response exhibits occasional errors in 

punctuation (old, and; a nice, easy going … person; lets), grammar (he lets her get ice cream 

alone with money), and pronoun use (things … these in them) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use and conventions. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[37]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[38]

Anchor Level 2 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding of the texts. The response makes a few connections to 

the texts but fails to establish a controlling idea (No matter what do we become or where do we 

go … the Fun times you spend with them can never be Forgiven). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to Passage I are 

irrelevant (her hair turned green on the tips and the taste of chlorine on her lips), with no 

elaboration. The discussion of Passage II is not developed.  

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus (No matter … Forgiven) but suggests some organization through an 

attempt to paragraph. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (Forgiven for 

“forgotten”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect 

(Just remembering her dad and the ice cream cones that they ate). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Every thing, new borns, 

carrng), punctuation (persons parents and ate. And), and grammar (No matter what do we 

become … can never be Forgiven, usto, days spend) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

 



[39]

Anchor Level 2 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and incomplete understanding of the texts. The suggestion of a controlling 

idea about parenting (Both passages and a poem has their own controlling idea of parenting) is 

only superficially connected to Passage I. Passage II is only vaguely mentioned (a poem). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to parenting are vague 

(the most importan thing for the child when they are growing) and repetitive (to the pool, on the 

pool, to the pool). 

Organization Suggests a focus on parenting but lacks organization. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (On passage one the daughthe talks about how was her dad). 

The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (importan, daughthe, 

infront), punctuation (way or; pool, it; pool she), capitalization (Is), grammar (Both passages … 

has and would’ve call … and take), and usage (on a bad way, work to the pool, on a biology 

office) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[40]

Anchor Level 1 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response:  

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding, making a single reference to the task (In 

both the passages, the narrator has written about either a father and child situation or a mother 

and child). The response makes no connection between the texts or among ideas in the texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus but lacks organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

[41]

Anchor Level 1 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no connections between the 

texts or among ideas in the texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Shows no focus or organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities. 

 



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[42]



Part A — Practice Paper – B

[43]



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[44]



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[45]



Part A — Practice Paper – D

[46]



[47]

Part A — Practice Paper – D



[48]

Part A — Practice Paper – E



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[49]



[50]

 

 

 Practice Paper A–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use. 
 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 5     

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 

 



[51]

S
E

S
S

IO
N

 T
W

O
 –

 P
A

R
T

 B
 –

 S
C

O
R

IN
G

 R
U

B
R

IC
R

E
A

D
IN

G
 A

N
D

 W
R

IT
IN

G
 F

O
R

 C
R

IT
IC

A
L

 A
N

A
L

Y
S

IS

Q
U

A
L

IT
Y

6
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

5
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

4
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

3
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

2
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

1
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

at
 t

h
is

le
ve

l:

M
ea

n
in

g
: 

th
e 

ex
te

n
t 

to
w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e 

re
sp

o
n

se
ex

h
ib

it
s 

so
u

n
d

u
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g
,

in
te

rp
re

ta
ti

o
n

, a
n

d
an

al
ys

is
 o

f 
th

e 
ta

sk
an

d
 t

ex
t(

s)

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t:

 t
h

e
ex

te
n

t 
to

 w
h

ic
h

 id
ea

s
ar

e 
el

ab
o

ra
te

d
 u

si
n

g
sp

ec
if

ic
 a

n
d

 r
el

ev
an

t
ev

id
en

ce
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e
te

xt
(s

)

O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
: 

th
e

ex
te

n
t 

to
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

re
sp

o
n

se
 e

xh
ib

it
s

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n

, s
h

ap
e,

 a
n

d
co

h
er

en
ce

L
an

g
u

ag
e 

U
se

: 
th

e
ex

te
n

t 
to

 w
h

ic
h

 t
h

e
re

sp
o

n
se

 r
ev

ea
ls

 a
n

aw
ar

en
es

s 
o

f 
au

d
ie

n
ce

an
d

 p
u

rp
o

se
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

u
se

 o
f 

w
o

rd
s,

se
n

te
n

ce
  s

tr
u

ct
u

re
,

an
d

 s
en

te
n

ce
 v

ar
ie

ty

C
o

n
ve

n
ti

o
n

s:
 t

h
e

ex
te

n
t 

to
 w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

re
sp

o
n

se
 e

xh
ib

it
s

co
n

ve
n

ti
o

n
al

 s
p

el
lin

g
,

p
u

n
ct

u
at

io
n

,
p

ar
ag

ra
p

h
in

g
,

ca
p

it
al

iz
at

io
n

,
g

ra
m

m
ar

, a
n

d
 u

sa
g

e

-p
ro

vi
de

 a
n 

in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
of

 th
e 

"c
rit

ic
al

 le
ns

" 
th

at
is

 fa
ith

fu
l t

o 
th

e
co

m
pl

ex
ity

 o
f t

he
st

at
em

en
t a

nd
 c

le
ar

ly
es

ta
bl

is
he

s 
th

e 
cr

ite
ria

fo
r 

an
al

ys
is

-u
se

 th
e 

cr
ite

ria
 to

 m
ak

e
in

si
gh

tfu
l a

na
ly

si
s 

of
 th

e
ch

os
en

 te
xt

s

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
cl

ea
rly

an
d 

fu
lly

, m
ak

in
g

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
us

e 
of

 a
  w

id
e

ra
ng

e 
of

 r
el

ev
an

t a
nd

sp
ec

ifi
c 

ev
id

en
ce

 a
nd

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 li

te
ra

ry
el

em
en

ts
 fr

om
 b

ot
h 

te
xt

s

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
th

e 
fo

cu
s

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

by
 th

e 
cr

iti
ca

l
le

ns
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l a

nd
co

he
re

nt
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

th
ro

ug
h 

sk
ill

fu
l u

se
 o

f
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
ev

ic
es

 a
nd

tr
an

si
tio

ns

-a
re

 s
ty

lis
tic

al
ly

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

, u
si

ng
la

ng
ua

ge
 th

at
 is

 p
re

ci
se

an
d 

en
ga

gi
ng

, w
ith

 a
no

ta
bl

e 
se

ns
e 

of
 v

oi
ce

an
d 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

au
di

en
ce

 a
nd

 p
ur

po
se

-v
ar

y 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

an
d

le
ng

th
 o

f s
en

te
nc

es
 to

en
ha

nc
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 c
on

tr
ol

 o
f

th
e 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
  w

ith
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 n
o 

er
ro

rs
,

ev
en

 w
ith

 s
op

hi
st

ic
at

ed
la

ng
ua

ge

-p
ro

vi
de

 a
 th

ou
gh

tfu
l

in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n 
of

 th
e

"c
rit

ic
al

 le
ns

" 
th

at
 c

le
ar

ly
es

ta
bl

is
he

s 
th

e 
cr

ite
ria

fo
r 

an
al

ys
is

-u
se

 th
e 

cr
ite

ria
 to

 m
ak

e
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d 
re

as
on

ed
an

al
ys

is
 o

f t
he

 c
ho

se
n

te
xt

s

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
cl

ea
rly

an
d 

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

, w
ith

re
fe

re
nc

e 
to

 r
el

ev
an

t a
nd

sp
ec

ifi
c 

ev
id

en
ce

 a
nd

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 li

te
ra

ry
el

em
en

ts
 fr

om
 b

ot
h 

te
xt

s

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
th

e 
fo

cu
s

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

by
 th

e 
cr

iti
ca

l
le

ns
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f i

de
as

th
ro

ug
h 

us
e 

of
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
ev

ic
es

 a
nd

tr
an

si
tio

ns

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
flu

en
t a

nd
 o

rig
in

al
, w

ith
ev

id
en

t a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
au

di
en

ce
 a

nd
 p

ur
po

se
-v

ar
y 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d
le

ng
th

 o
f s

en
te

nc
es

 to
co

nt
ro

l r
hy

th
m

 a
nd

pa
ci

ng

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 c
on

tr
ol

 o
f

th
e 

co
nv

en
tio

ns
,

ex
hi

bi
tin

g 
oc

ca
si

on
al

er
ro

rs
 o

nl
y 

w
he

n 
us

in
g

so
ph

is
tic

at
ed

 la
ng

ua
ge

-p
ro

vi
de

 a
 r

ea
so

na
bl

e
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e
"c

rit
ic

al
 le

ns
" 

th
at

es
ta

bl
is

he
s 

th
e 

cr
ite

ria
fo

r 
an

al
ys

is
-m

ak
e 

im
pl

ic
it

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n

cr
ite

ria
 a

nd
 th

e 
ch

os
en

te
xt

s

-d
ev

el
op

 s
om

e 
id

ea
s

m
or

e 
fu

lly
 th

an
 o

th
er

s,
w

ith
 r

ef
er

en
ce

 to
 s

pe
ci

fic
an

d 
re

le
va

nt
 e

vi
de

nc
e

an
d 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 li

te
ra

ry
el

em
en

ts
 fr

om
 b

ot
h 

te
xt

s

-m
ai

nt
ai

n 
a 

cl
ea

r 
an

d
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 fo
cu

s
-e

xh
ib

it 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l

se
qu

en
ce

 o
f i

de
as

 b
ut

m
ay

 la
ck

 in
te

rn
al

co
ns

is
te

nc
y

-u
se

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

la
ng

ua
ge

, w
ith

 s
om

e
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 a

ud
ie

nc
e

an
d 

pu
rp

os
e

-o
cc

as
io

na
lly

 m
ak

e
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

us
e 

of
 s

en
te

nc
e

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
or

 le
ng

th

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 p
ar

tia
l

co
nt

ro
l, 

ex
hi

bi
tin

g
oc

ca
si

on
al

 e
rr

or
s 

th
at

 d
o

no
t h

in
de

r
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

-p
ro

vi
de

 a
 s

im
pl

e
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e
"c

rit
ic

al
 le

ns
" 

th
at

su
gg

es
ts

 s
om

e 
cr

ite
ria

fo
r 

an
al

ys
is

-m
ak

e 
su

pe
rf

ic
ia

l
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e
cr

ite
ria

 a
nd

 th
e 

ch
os

en
te

xt
s

-d
ev

el
op

 id
ea

s 
br

ie
fly

,
us

in
g 

so
m

e 
ev

id
en

ce
fr

om
 th

e 
te

xt
-m

ay
 r

el
y 

pr
im

ar
ily

 o
n

pl
ot

 s
um

m
ar

y

-e
st

ab
lis

h,
 b

ut
 fa

il 
to

m
ai

nt
ai

n,
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

fo
cu

s
- 

ex
hi

bi
t a

 r
ud

im
en

ta
ry

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
 b

ut
 m

ay
in

cl
ud

e 
so

m
e

in
co

ns
is

te
nc

ie
s 

or
irr

el
ev

an
ci

es

-r
el

y 
on

 b
as

ic
vo

ca
bu

la
ry

, w
ith

 li
ttl

e
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 a

ud
ie

nc
e

or
 p

ur
po

se
-e

xh
ib

it 
so

m
e 

at
te

m
pt

 to
va

ry
 s

en
te

nc
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e
or

 le
ng

th
 fo

r 
ef

fe
ct

, b
ut

w
ith

 u
ne

ve
n 

su
cc

es
s

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 e
m

er
gi

ng
co

nt
ro

l, 
ex

hi
bi

tin
g

oc
ca

si
on

al
 e

rr
or

s 
th

at
hi

nd
er

 c
om

pr
eh

en
si

on

-p
ro

vi
de

 a
 c

on
fu

se
d 

or
in

co
m

pl
et

e 
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n

of
 th

e 
"c

rit
ic

al
 le

ns
"

-m
ay

 a
llu

de
 to

 th
e

"c
rit

ic
al

 le
ns

" 
bu

t d
o 

no
t

us
e 

it 
to

 a
na

ly
ze

 th
e

ch
os

en
 te

xt
s

-a
re

 in
co

m
pl

et
e 

or
la

rg
el

y 
un

de
ve

lo
pe

d,
hi

nt
in

g 
at

 id
ea

s,
 b

ut
re

fe
re

nc
es

 to
 th

e 
te

xt
 a

re
va

gu
e,

 ir
re

le
va

nt
,

re
pe

tit
iv

e,
 o

r 
un

ju
st

ifi
ed

-la
ck

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
fo

cu
s 

bu
t s

ug
ge

st
 s

om
e

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n,

 o
r 

su
gg

es
t

a 
fo

cu
s 

bu
t l

ac
k

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
im

pr
ec

is
e 

or
 u

ns
ui

ta
bl

e
fo

r 
th

e 
au

di
en

ce
 o

r
pu

rp
os

e
-r

ev
ea

l l
itt

le
 a

w
ar

en
es

s
of

 h
ow

 to
 u

se
 s

en
te

nc
es

to
 a

ch
ie

ve
 a

n 
ef

fe
ct

-d
em

on
st

ra
te

 a
 la

ck
 o

f
co

nt
ro

l, 
ex

hi
bi

tin
g

fr
eq

ue
nt

 e
rr

or
s 

th
at

 m
ak

e
co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

 d
iff

ic
ul

t

-d
o 

no
t r

ef
er

 to
 th

e
"c

rit
ic

al
 le

ns
"

-r
ef

le
ct

 m
in

im
al

 o
r 

no
an

al
ys

is
 o

f t
he

 c
ho

se
n

te
xt

s

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

, w
ith

 n
o

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f d

ev
el

op
m

en
t

-s
ho

w
 n

o 
fo

cu
s 

or
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

-u
se

 la
ng

ua
ge

 th
at

 is
in

co
he

re
nt

 o
r

in
ap

pr
op

ria
te

-a
re

 m
in

im
al

, m
ak

in
g

as
se

ss
m

en
t o

f
co

nv
en

tio
ns

 u
nr

el
ia

bl
e

-m
ay

 b
e 

ill
eg

ib
le

 o
r 

no
t

re
co

gn
iz

ab
le

 a
s 

E
ng

lis
h

• 
If

 t
h

e 
st

u
d

en
t 

ad
d

re
ss

es
 o

n
ly

 o
n

e 
te

xt
, t

h
e 

re
sp

o
n

se
 c

an
 b

e 
sc

o
re

d
 n

o
 h

ig
h

er
 t

h
an

 a
 3

.
• 

If
 t

h
e 

st
u

d
en

t 
 w

ri
te

s 
o

n
ly

 a
 p

er
so

n
al

 r
es

p
o

n
se

 a
n

d
 m

ak
es

 n
o

 r
ef

er
en

ce
 t

o
 t

h
e 

te
xt

(s
),

 t
h

e 
re

sp
o

n
se

 c
an

 b
e 

sc
o

re
d

 n
o

 h
ig

h
er

 t
h

an
 a

 1
.

• 
R

es
p

o
n

se
s 

to
ta

lly
 u

n
re

la
te

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

to
p

ic
, i

lle
g

ib
le

, i
n

co
h

er
en

t,
 o

r 
b

la
n

k 
sh

o
u

ld
 b

e 
g

iv
en

 a
 0

.
• 

A
 r

es
p

o
n

se
 t

o
ta

lly
 c

o
p

ie
d

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

te
xt

(s
) 

w
it

h
 n

o
 o

ri
g

in
al

 s
tu

d
en

t 
w

ri
ti

n
g

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
sc

o
re

d
 a

 0
.



[52]

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A

[53]



[54]

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A



[55]

Anchor Level 6 – A         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement 

and clearly establishes the criteria for analysis by stating that individuals … make a small, yet 

positive impact on their world through patient and persistent efforts. The response uses the 

criteria to make an insightful analysis of Macbeth (a power-hungry Scottish thane whose greedy 

attempts … lead him not to greatness but only to corruption and his own downfall) and To Kill 

a Mockingbird (Atticus stands firmly behind his moral beliefs when he decides to defend a 

black man wrongly convicted of rape). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant 

and specific evidence through the integration of references to irony (He falsely equates the 

throne and the power it comes with with true greatness and satisfaction) and setting (he finds 

himself in the minority opposing the prevailing racist beliefs of his provincial Southern town). 

The response also provides detailed characterizations of Macbeth (Motivated by his obsessive 

greed … Macbeth engages in desperate and unscrupulous behavior) and Atticus (despite such 

obstacles does not back down, showing great determination and strength of character). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens that true greatness is not achieved through 

overt force but rather through patient, morally sound persistence. The response exhibits a 

logical and coherent structure, moving from the introduction of the two texts, to a contrasting 

analysis of each major character, ending with a conclusion that refocuses on the critical lens 

(forceful actions do not always bring individuals to greatness, especially if they are motivated 

by greed and treachery). Coherence is further enhanced through the skillful use of transitions 

(Indeed, For example, Nevertheless). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (the insinuations of his 

sinister wife, Macbeth’s paranoia after becoming king, Atticus faces ostracism), with a notable 

sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (This phenomenon is illustrated by 

comparing the stories … truly great). The response varies structure and length of sentences to 

enhance meaning (Ultimately, his reign causes harm … something a great leader would not do 

and In fact, greatness lies … in moral purity and the ability to make a positive difference in 

one’s world). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement 

and clearly establishes the criteria for analysis (it is not a person’s capacity for greatness that 

matters, but rather the way in which they utilize their abilities). The response uses the criteria to 

make a clear and reasoned analysis of the chosen texts (The reader … experiences the tragic 

decay of MacBeth’s future … greatness is a measure of one’s actions, not intentions or ability 

and Ayn Rand communicates … a person’s actions are what matter not their possible, but 

unused, potential). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence to discuss the idea that a person is only as great as his or her deeds (MacBeth had 

just been awarded an honarable title for his deeds … and was gaining political power and 

Rearden, who invents a metal that is lighter and stronger than steel). The response uses the 

literary devices of characterization (MacBeth is a celebrated war hero — the epitome of both 

mental and physical strength) and theme (objectivism, which emphasizes the individual’s 

responsibility to achieve … potential) to develop ideas. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (Those who are truly great are those who 

have an ability and … utilize it). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, discussing 

the characters of Macbeth, Francisco, and Reardon and each character’s efforts, or lack thereof, 

to achieve greatness. The response uses appropriate devices and transitions (In the same play 

and Theme is also used). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense 

of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (capture the sentiment, one of the mindless 

masses scorned by the protagonists, wastes his ability on meaningless pursuits). The response 

varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Although he faces extreme 

tribulations … Rearden is viewed as a hero because of his perserverance against great odds). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker 

in meaning and organization. 
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Anchor Level 5 – A         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis (greatness should not be measured by how strong a person is, but by how they use their 

strengths to better themselves and others). The response uses the criteria to make a clear and 

reasoned analysis of The Crucible (He was able to reject all of the evils around him) and The 

Scarlet Letter (Eventually her strength and courage came to be recognized by others). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts to show how greatness comes from within a person. The response integrates 

references to theme, setting, plot (Both … depict the hard times and even the downfall of a 

Puritan society plagued by sin, and how certain individuals were able to rise above the rest), 

and characterization (John Proctor took a vow to stand his ground and Hester Prynne refused to 

simply run away from her mistakes). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on individuals who were able to rise above 

their faults … to prove how great they really were. The response exhibits a logical sequence of 

ideas, moving from an interpretation of the critical lens, to an analysis of each work, with 

references to literary elements. Appropriate devices and transitions are used (In other words, 

Eventually, Other characters). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (subsequently prove and young and coniving), although 

occasionally imprecise (believed so firmly in and reprimandation), with evident awareness of 

audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm 

and pacing (Through the use of themes and plot the true greatness of each individual character 

… can … be noted). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (coniving), comma use (In 

the novel, The Crucible by; John Proctor’s sin she; true-selves proved; around him too), and 

grammar (having committing and a person … their … them) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – B        

Quality   Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that many people may be strong or powerful, but the most significant quality is the 

ability to use their strength in the right way, further noting that it is true that those who use their 

power in incorrect ways often fail. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned 

analysis of Macbeth (It is ironic that one who treasured power so much would use it … only 

harmed himself) and The Crucible (demonstrates the injustice … and proves that people use their 

power incorrectly). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, explaining how Macbeth’s ambition leads to his ruin, 

while not addressing effects of the wrong use of power in The Crucible. The response discusses 

the elements of hamartia (through his flaw of ambition), irony (after rising to power and risking 

everything, Macbeth is left with nothing), theme (theme of ambition and theme of hysteria), 

allegory (being an allegory, also shows the incorrect use of power), and tone (author displays an 

attitude that is resentful and critical of the figures in power). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (This idea shows that at some points people 

with too much power use it incorrectly). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, 

beginning with an agreement with the lens (I agree with this) and linking it to the effects of the 

corrupt use of power as demonstrated by the characters of Macbeth (displays a powerful ambition, 

which overpowers him) and the young girls in The Crucible (The girls … in their gain of influence, 

they began to act immorally), concluding that both relate to … incorrect use of power. Transitions 

are appropriately used (This ambition proves, Another story that, This critical attitude further). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (As in 

many plays, the tragic flaw of Macbeth leads to his demise). The response varies structure and 

length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Through fortune Macbeth has risen to his 

position, but through ambition he has strived to eliminate those threatening his position), although 

it occasionally misuses words (solely and figurative). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Trials 

provides, power he, important they). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in development. 
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Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis (In thinking of this subject, the quote “with great power, comes great responsibility,” 

also comes to mind). The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of 

Speak (a way in which one is able to find the right use of strength is by having a confident sense 

of self before others) and Of Mice and Men (it is shown that he needed a very strong sense of 

self in order to take care of his challenged friend, Lennie). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts. The response discusses conflict (She is physically abused and George was faced with 

very serious decisions) and characterization (she was able to protect herself and many others 

from the same harm that was done to her and George used this strength over Lennie to keep 

him safe) to support the idea of greatness being the right use of strength. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens that people considered great have a strong 

sense of self and responsibility. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first 

interpreting the critical lens, then presenting situations that characters in each work faced and 

how they dealt with them, concluding that they used their strength not to their own advantage, 

but for the advantage of others. The response uses appropriate transitions to strengthen 

coherence (The first novel considered; This, in turn; In simpler terms). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (This 

quote contains a great truth about the world we live in today). The response varies structure 

and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (While reading her story, a sense of 

strength is found in her, perhaps not by physical standards, but in her strength of mind and He 

did what he was told, no questions asked).  

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (relyed and consistant), 

punctuation (Speak, and; little if any strength; Georges strength; harms way; therefore 

George), and grammar (After her attack, and being left quite abandoned and to warn them, but 

avoid) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis 

(one must find a balance … to really make a difference). The response makes implicit 

connections between the criteria and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (with McMurphy by his 

side … Chief was able) and Of Mice and Men (Lenny’s unbalanced strengths that would lead to 

his own death by his own best friend). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response offers specific evidence of Chief’s 

and Lennie’s physical strength, but the discussion of balancing mental and physical strengths 

for the common good is less developed, as is the discussion of how the setting of the asylum in 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and the farm in Of Mice and Men present challenges (the 

dictatorship that Nurse inflicts and serving as a microcosm). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the need to balance mental and physical 

strength. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first agreeing with the lens and 

restating it, then contrasting how Chief was able to balance his mental and physical strengths 

while Lennie was not, and concluding with how can one use his strength the right way if he 

does not have the mental capability to do so? Transitions are appropriately used (One literary 

work and Of Mice and Men is another). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language (how wisely one uses this strength and psychological instability) that 

is sometimes inexact (This goes to show and with rabbits aside), with some awareness of 

audience and purpose (Chief’s freedom … and Lenny’s death prove). The response occasionally 

makes effective use of sentence structure (He lugged around sacks of barley with ease, 

surpassing everyone … they were all impressed, except Curley). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (good friends 

nonetheless; go well, too well when; ignorance, his) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – B

[75]



Anchor Level 4 – B       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, stating you don’t need muscle to be 

strong, its how much courage you have. The response makes implicit connections between the 

criteria and The Great Gatsby (Gatsby uses strength in the right way by not actually fighting 

Tom, but fighting mentally) and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (He’s not big in physical 

features, but he’ll do whatever it takes to help). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, providing specific and relevant evidence to show 

how McMurphy’s greatness helps the men … start to laugh again and actually act like men, 

while being less specific in the discussion of Gatsby’s use of mental strength. The response 

alludes to characterization and conflict in discussing both works (Gatsby doesn’t need to go and 

fight physically with Tom and McMurphy was the first one to ever talk back to the Nurse) and 

briefly addresses theme in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens that novels show that you don’t have to be 

strong to have greatness. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting the 

lens and its interpretation, then discussing how each character uses means other than physical 

strength to achieve his goal, and concluding with a summary of how the works reflect the lens. 

Appropriate transitions are used (In other words, Throughout the novel, Before he went). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Gatsby shows that 

you don’t need muscles or anything to be a good man). The response occasionally makes 

effective use of sentence structure and length (Before McMurphy, the theme of the story was 

“Loss of Manhood”). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (alot and savoir), 

punctuation (character’s, Then all of a sudden McMurphy, and little by little the), and omitted 

conjunctions (lunch, buys and robots, listened) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 
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Anchor Level 4 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning 

 

Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens by suggesting that one may be “strong” 

but will not achieve any level of greatness unless he/she uses the strength. The response makes 

implicit connections between the criteria and The Metamorphosis (Gregor Samsa was a “strong 

character” but he obviously did not use his strength properly) and The Color Purple (Celie 

used her strength to overcome the abuse and gained control of her life). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, making reference to specific and relevant details in 

alluding to characterization and conflict in both works (Even though he was a strong character 

… He gave up on life and starved himself to death and She also continued to endure abuse from 

her husband). The response is less specific in discussing how Celie used her strength. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how the use of strength determines a character’s 

greatness. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the lens, then 

presenting information about each character’s circumstances, and concluding with an 

assessment of each character’s use of strength (Gregor did not portray greatness and she 

properly used her strength). Internal consistency is weakened by a lack of external transitions, 

inappropriate use of transitions (despite the fact), and the lack of a conclusion.  

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (To support my 

agreement I will use). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and 

length (Although his sister did tend to his vitel necessities, such as food, she grew tired of her 

“duties” and started portraying less love towards Gregor). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (strength.; abused 

both, mentally; was in fact in) and grammar (as awoken, He is … and was, her father as a 

teenager) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 3 – A     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis 

(strenghth comes from your character and your courage). The response makes superficial 

connections between the criteria and The Crucible (John Procter … showed his greatness 

through courage) and The Scarlet Letter (Hester grew strong by becoming independant). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts (Proctor stood up to the court and 

Hester Prynn was … sneerd at for adultry). The response relies on brief plot summaries and 

does not explain the seriousness of the accusations faced by Proctor and Prynne. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on characters who are prime examples of achieving 

greatness without physical strenghth. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through 

separate paragraphs about Proctor and Prynne and a conclusion that reiterates that the lens 

relates to the texts. Internal consistency is weakened by a lack of external transitions. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally imprecise (hanged of, character means, Her 

town treated her … into exile). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure 

for effect, but has uneven success (Towards the end … accusation of stupidity). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (acused, rediculous, 

independant) and punctuation (that however created; “Scarlet Letter”; her daughter, Pearl 

into) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 3 – B        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (if 

you really want to do great in something, you have to use your personal strength). The response 

makes superficial connections between the criteria and Macbeth (Macbeth used his strength to 

… be king himself) and To Kill a Mockingbird (The character of Atticus Finch used his 

personal strength also). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts (he still used his personal strength 

to try to be a great powerful king and He used his strong nature to help the black man be 

proven innocent). The response relies primarily on plot summaries of each work. 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus (If you believe in yourself, you will be 

great). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, presenting an introduction, separate 

paragraphs focusing on the texts, and a conclusion that reiterates the critical lens. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of language and purpose (Even though … he 

kept with Robinson until the very end). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure and length (But if you … work your way to a positive outcome). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (stregnth and Shakspere), 

punctuation (works … are Macbeth, his wife Lady Macbeth, didnt), and grammar (if one can … 

they can be strong in life) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 3 – C        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens (one does not need to be physically 

strong in order to be perceived as great). The response makes implicit connections between the 

criteria and The Color Purple stating, Celie cursed him with her words, which plagued him. 

Development Develops ideas briefly. The response uses some evidence from the text (Celie was not allowed 

to talk back or she would be hit), but relies primarily on plot summary. The response addresses 

only one text. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (it’s the average Joe who has intellect, can go farther 

than just physical aspects). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, beginning with 

the critical lens and its interpretation, followed by a discussion of the suffering Celie endured 

and how she rose above it, and concluding with a further paraphrase of the lens as it relates to 

life in general. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language which is occasionally imprecise (In a work of literature I have read, 

can this statement be connected to and it’s of the mind), with some awareness of audience and 

purpose (I agree with this statement). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure or length (Her words and the strength within them was like a force field built 

around her). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (acheive), punctuation 

(and when, “The Color Purple”, child Celie, choose’s), grammar (herself had and Everyone … 

their), and usage (exchange of goods) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3 

because the response addresses only one text. 
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 Anchor Level 2 – A        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (when you lie about something … it is 

Making you having Strength about Your lies). The response refers to the critical lens (the guy 

lied but he lied with Strength and courage) but does not use it to analyze Farenheit 451. The 

response discusses the movie “O” rather than “Othello.” 

Development Develops ideas briefly, relying primarily on a plot summary of Farenheit 451 and the movie 

“O.” 

Organization Suggests a focus on lies which help people out with strenoth. The response suggests some 

organization through paragraphing. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (it is a fiction story, there was a guy … become smart, there for 

“their”) for the audience and purpose. The response reveals little awareness of how to use 

sentences to achieve an effect (In the movie “O” there was a basketball player … he got kicked 

out the team). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (beign, Othella, responed), 

punctuation (person house, house then, didnt), grammar (there is, books was, firefighter think, 

she call), and capitalization (Strong, Making, bradberry) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in development. 
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Anchor Level 2 – B          

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a confused and incomplete interpretation of the critical lens (Being strong is … you 

have to watch what you do). The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it to 

analyze Lord of the Flies and Of Mice and Men. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at the idea that strength should be 

used wisely (you could hurt or kill someone and There are … differnt ways of being strong), but 

references to the texts are vague (the group of boys were strong because they stayed together 

and someone just like Lienne). 

Organization Suggests a focus on strength but lacks organization. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (use all of there 

shill as one, is cool everyThing, a lot, here for “hear,” mine for “mind,” stuff). The response 

reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Flyies, Lienne, couse) 

and punctuation (one but; everyThing but; strong, of couse) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 2 – C         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (if your not strong physically … how you 

use it). The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it to analyze the one chosen 

text, Of Mice and Men. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at Lennie’s physical strength and 

George’s mental abilities, but references to the text are vague (lenny was Good with working 

with his hands and George uses his mind). The response discusses only one text. 

Organization Suggests a focus on the critical lens (My Interpretion of the critical lens … is … depends on 

how you use it) but lacks organization. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (your for “you’re,” you have strengths in something else like 

mentally, where for “were”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to 

achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Interpretion, crital, 

Phisically), punctuation (Yes I, Lennys strengths, he was strong and), capitalization (It, lenny, 

Good), and grammar (Lennys strenths where Phisically and Georges Was mentally) that make 

comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (you dont have to be big … to be strong and 

Theres no right way of using strength). The response does not use the lens to analyze any texts. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas about strength. The response makes no 

reference to any texts. 

Organization Suggests a focus on different types of strength but lacks organization. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (You can help people out by talking to them if they have a problem 

or something) that is sometimes imprecise (your for “you’re” and to for “two”). The response 

exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but with uneven success (Strong on 

the inside). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (its very true; dont; 

something. And) and grammar (Everyone … different strength) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1 

because it makes no reference to any texts. 
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Anchor Level 1 – B         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens but does not use it to analyze the 

chosen texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus by restating the lens, agreeing with it, and listing two texts that demonstrate 

the lens (This Quote is Show in two Books). 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in 

meaning and organization. 
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 3    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 
 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

Regents Comprehensive Examination in English
Map to Learning Standards

Key Ideas Part of Test
Listening and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part A

Reading and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part B

Reading and writing for literary
response

Session Two – Part A

Reading and writing for critical
analysis and evaluation

Session Two – Part B

Standards
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2008 Regents
Examination in Comprehensive English will be posted on the Department’s web site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ on Wednesday, January 23, 2008. Conversion charts
provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination in Comprehensive
English must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The

Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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