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REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, June 19, 2008— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session Two answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A multiple-choice questions to
the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each student’s 
SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session Two
Correct Answers

Part A
(1)  2
(2)  3
(3)  4
(4)  1
(5)  3
(6)  2
(7)  1
(8)  3
(9)  1

(10)  4 
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One,
and determining the student’s final score for the examination. The chart located on the
Department’s web site should be used for determining the final examination score.
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Anchor Level 6 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts, stating that both 

passages convey a highly reverent view of the natural world. The response makes insightful 

connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (the narrator … connects 

his fondest memories to … his former surroundings) and in Passage II (nature captures the 

amazement of countless individuals). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence from Passage I to elaborate on nature’s pristine beauty (This appreciation is evident 

in the lines, “those tinsel woods where I would rinse myself in drizzle”) and from Passage II to 

describe nature’s untamed freedom (The narrator describes … wildlife carrying a powerful 

“stamp of wilderness” … not to be crushed … by the “blemish” of “human commerce”). The 

response integrates the literary elements of point of view and figurative language into the 

discussion of both passages (narrator who appreciated the beauty of nature and describing the 

untamed and refreshing behavior of the … clownish wildebeests) and the use of symbolism and 

characterization in Passage II. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea (Whether it be a matter of reminiscent 

value or merely a state of awe due to the environment’s unfathomable limits, the strength of 

nature is … revered by most). The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, 

establishing a reverence for nature in the introduction and then connecting this attitude to the 

narrator’s nostalgic memories of Rebecca Avenue in Passage I and to the narrator’s awe-

inspired description of the Serengetti Plains in Passage II. The response skillfully uses 

transitions (He captures this feeling when; Furthermore, the narrator includes words like; In 

addition to sentimental value). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense 

of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Appreciated and glorified by 

transcendentalists and romantics, nature is regarded by countless writers to be an entity 

worthy of reverence and respect). The response varies sentence structure and length of 

sentences to enhance meaning (Commanding the respect and honor of countless individuals, 

the power of beauty and nature appeals to each person differently).  

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 

 



[7]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B



[8]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B



[9]

Anchor Level 6 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts, stating that both 

authors express a love and appreciation of the natural world, before man put his stamp upon it. 

The response makes insightful connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in 

Passage I (He wishes to return to a time when nature still had its mark on his town) and Passage 

II (In describing her plane ride … the author … is captivated by this amazing, undomesticated, 

untouched place). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts to discuss the authors’ appreciation of nature (To him, it was a beautiful addition to 

his life and She, too, values the raw Earth). The response discusses both authors’ use of the 

literary element “tone” to show how they feel about nature (The tone … is one of mourning and 

nostalgia and the tone … is not of sorrow … Instead, the author marvels) and discusses how 

Passage II uses vivid imagery in describing these untouched animals. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea (both narrators see that the Earth is 

beautiful and “once grew … without adding machines … and the tyranny of clocks”). The 

response exhibits a logical and coherent structure using comparison and contrast to emphasize 

how the author in Passage I wishes his town was free from man’s development, as opposed to 

how the author in Passage II marvels at an untouched place. The response skillfully uses 

appropriate devices and transitions (There are some, however; that once graced … that once 

added; Both authors understand) to achieve coherence. 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Some see the Earth … as a beautiful, magical thing 

and the willows that caressed his windows), with evident awareness of audience and purpose 

(There are still those that, like the authors). The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Nature has become second to the achievements of 

man). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker 

in development and language use. 
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Anchor Level 5 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts, stating that 

while the popular belief is that land exists to be developed by men and machinery, people must 

also recognize and value nature for its beauty and for its pacifying and pristine values. The 

response makes clear and explicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in 

Passage I (This passage discusses the loss of these true life forces in exchange for a black 

pavement that offers little comfort) and in Passage II (The wildebeest knows to run from 

domestication because human interference ruins nature).  

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts. The response uses appropriate literary elements to discuss the narrator’s memories of 

the past in Passage I (The beech tree is a symbol of stability in the author’s life as seen when he 

metaphorically refers to it as the “iron pillar of my mother’s garden”) and the uncorrupted life 

of the non-human world in Passage II (The above simile creates an image that is wild and free, 

yet warns of the beginning of human existence). Imagery, mood, characterization, and allusion 

are also used to develop the controlling idea. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea that nature must be embraced, cherished, 

and saved. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first comparing and contrasting 

the narrator’s childhood memories and present view of Rebecca Avenue, and then discussing 

the untamed aspects of the Serengetti which are repelling the idea of a domesticated human 

stain upon its plains. Appropriate devices and transitions are used (like the trees, but instead, 

Nature not only … but also). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (not so unforgiving and self-interested, radical waves 

of change and development, obliterates the remnants of nature in suburbia), with evident 

awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to 

control rhythm and pacing (As such, it was also a comfort). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – B     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts, stating that 

human behavior is detrimental to the world and that both the poem … and the excerpt … share a 

similar attitude of appreciation towards nature and prevention of such detrimental actions. The 

response makes clear and explicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in 

Passage I (These comparisons … point out the immense beauty and strength of trees and lead to a 

mood of appreciation towards nature) and in Passage II (Passage II strongly conveys a theme of 

appreciation for nature and aversion to man’s continual destruction of it). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response makes reference to relevant and specific 

evidence from both texts through the integration of the appropriate literary elements of tone (The 

first line of the poem … immediately introduces a tone of sadness or sorrow), simile (“leaves like 

hands”), metaphor (“that iron pillar of my mother’s garden”), mood, and theme in Passage I. 

Theme, imagery, and symbolism are incorporated into a discussion of Passage II. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea of the beauty in nature and the importance 

in appreciating it. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first introducing the 

controlling idea as it applies to both works and then relating information from each text to the 

chosen literary elements and techniques (These comparisons help the reader make an emotional 

connection and The use of the word “benison” … shows appreciation for the wonder and beauty 

in the self-sufficiency of nature). The response uses appropriate transitions (reconfirms, In contrast 

to, Furthermore). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (The view from above is symbolic of the human race’s feeling of 

superiority over these animals and the world they live on), with evident awareness of audience and 

purpose (Both the poem in Passage I and the excerpt in Passage II emphasize). The response 

varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (The airplane is significant 

for two reasons).  

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (it’s trees”,; blessing 

shows; something living and it should be) and agreement (Nature and the physical world is and 

reader … they) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (Nature, when 

one finds the time to truly experience it, can relax, refresh, rejuvenate, and inspire a person in a 

way that nothing else can). The response makes clear and explicit connections between the 

controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (The closing lines … refer to nature as being 

refreshing and relaxing) and in Passage II (It seems the author finds it inspiring and 

rejuvenating to realize that the world once existed without the presence of machinery and 

technology). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with reference to specific and relevant evidence 

from Passage I to illustrate the author’s attitude (the author praises and describes those trees 

with comparisons … such as the “iron pillar of my mother’s garden” or “leaves like Oriental 

fans”). The discussion of Passage II is less developed, with specific reference only to the 

Serengetti and the animals which stampede in fear away from the plane. The response refers to 

literary elements by linking the concept of comparison with a metaphor and simile in Passage I 

and comparing feeling to … climbing an undiscovered mountain or finding a forest not yet 

branded with human inhabitance in Passage II. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea on what nature represents - relaxation, 

inspiration, and, most importantly - freedom. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas 

by first establishing that nature is threatened by new innovations, then discussing for Passage I 

the author’s concern about the loss of trees in his childhood neighborhood, followed by a 

discussion of the author’s appreciation of the Serengetti as a place of complete freedom in 

Passage II. Transitions are appropriate (It is apparent, Likewise, Although). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (a time when urbanization did not exist and nature 

prevailed, nature is something that should be honored and savored, it is nature which keeps us 

connected to our earth), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (I believe the 

experience the author wrote about in Passage II is something he or she … will not soon forget). 

The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Although 

the world continues to be civilized and industrialized, it is extremely important that nature is 

not demolished in the process). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (when it is gone it is 

truly missed and represents - relaxation, inspiration, and, most importantly - freedom) and 

pronoun agreement (The author … their yearning, the author speaking of losing themself, The 

author … when they describe, They compare the feeling) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in development and conventions. 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C
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Anchor Level 4 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that both 

authors utilize literary elements to express their positive attitudes towards nature. The response 

makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (This shows 

that the author has a positive outlook and attitude towards nature) and in Passage II (This helps 

express the positive attitude). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, concentrating more on the authors’ use of literary 

elements to express a positive attitude and less on the introduced ideas of past beauty in 

Passage I and passion in Passage II. The response uses specific and relevant evidence, 

incorporating the authors’ use of literary elements throughout the discussion of both texts (This 

point of view is used to make the poem a lot more expressive and highly personal and The 

impala, zebra, and wildebeest … symbolism the freedom of this vast area). 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea that in both passages, literary elements 

were utilized to help express positive attitudes towards nature. The response exhibits a logical 

sequence of ideas, first introducing the controlling idea, then discussing, in two separate body 

paragraphs, how the authors used literary elements to reveal how their experiences led to 

positive attitudes toward nature, and concluding with a return to the controlling idea. 

Appropriate transitions are used (Also, the author says; These animals are used; Similar to 

passage I). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language (In that sentence above, the leaves are being compared to the 

beautiful, skillful craft of Oriental fans), with some awareness of audience and purpose (Some 

are swayed to a positive outlook). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence 

structure and length (The author wishes to return to the past just to catch a glimpse of the 

beauty that once was Rebecca Avenue). Some informal language is used (experiences/sights and 

zebra, etc). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (similie and 

controversiated) and punctuation (utilizes: point and of: point of view). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that there 

are some things in this world that can be ruined by the presence of humans. Nature is one of 

those things. The response makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the 

ideas in Passage I (Nature has been changed a lot in the past few decades) and in Passage II 

(Places that have not yet been ruined by man are hard to come by in this day and age). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response refers to specific and relevant 

evidence to discuss the loss of nature in Passage I (“I miss those trees” and All the things in 

Nature … have now been ruined by the presence of “blacktop: tar and oil”) and appreciation of 

unspoiled land in Passage II (“To see ten thousand animals” … is a great example of what 

unruined Nature is). Reference to literary elements is limited to a single implied comparison in 

Passage I (Using comparisons helps … “… in leaves like hands …”). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how we should not focus on what has been ruined by 

humans but what needs to be protected before it is harmed. The response exhibits a logical 

sequence of ideas, first addressing, in Passage I, the author’s loss of a home as he once knew it 

and his recollection of unspoiled things in nature to illustrate his point of the role humans had 

in changing Rebecca Avenue. The response then uses contrast to discuss Passage II to show the 

untouched Serengetti Plains as an example of the way nature should be. The response lacks 

internal consistency in paragraphs 3 and 4 due to unclear transitions to quoted material. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Not all Nature on 

this planet has been ruined though). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence 

structure and length (Nature is one of those things and The author of the second passage found 

a place in Africa where Nature has been virtually untouched: The Serengetti Plains). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (With out and happend), 

punctuation (humans none; placed, Nature; untouched animals; footpaths …”, is), 

capitalization (Nature and The), and grammar (some … remains and on what has … but what) 

that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that 

humans can tug at such purity and ruin the abundance of beauty nature has to offer. The 

response makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I 

(The overflow of beauty is often lost when humans inhabit) and in Passage II (Free from human 

activity, these plains are also free from interruptions of natural oRder). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response makes reference to specific and 

relevant evidence from Passage I (“Even leafy hills beyond the town have been developed) and 

Passage II (There is nothing as far as you can see, or walk, or ride …”). The discussion of 

literary elements is less developed, suggesting a connection between the use of alliteration to 

describe a town that once knew trees: green over green and the negative impacts humans have 

on nature. There is one copied reference to symbolism (symbols of human commerce). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (Without human life, nature is balanced). The response 

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first addressing the impact of humans on nature in Passage 

I (Rebecca Avenue lost its’ sparkle) and then showing the contrast to this situation in Passage II 

(When animals and nature are left … alone … balance can be acheived). The response includes 

some inconsistencies (Humans step on nature, entRopy and chaos errupts). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language (Nature can be beautiful and stRiking and The narrator … 

demonstrates the serenity held by the lands), with some awareness of audience and purpose 

(Two passages … illustrate the hypnotizing effect of nature). The response occasionally makes 

effective use of sentence structure and length (Passage one is a poem illustrating Rebecca 

Avenue before and after it was uRbanized). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (acheived and errupts), 

punctuation (its’ raw beauty; flawless, when … yet when; that one as human craves), and 

grammar (beauty … are and plains is) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 3 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts (Lately it seems 

people have forgotten the importance and the beauty that nature has in the world). The 

response makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I 

(But now nobody seems to remember those times) and in Passage II (When a person can go 

somewhere desolate and pure and it change their way of thinkin, thats when a person really has 

a feeling towards nature). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from Passage I (a place that was considered 

special that was destroyed and changed by modern technology and construction) and Passage II 

(there isn’t a single trace of a factorie, road, or civilization for miles) to support the controlling 

idea. The response makes no reference to literary elements or techniques. 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus. The response exhibits a rudimentary 

structure, beginning with the forgotten importance of nature’s beauty, a paragraph addressing 

each passage, and a conclusion. The response includes some inconsistencies (Or maybe they 

don’t feel that strongly). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (The slightest thing as looking at clouds like a childhood game has 

become overated and This is what appreciating nature is) that is sometimes imprecise (those 

little areas around that we like that). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence 

structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (Play in dirt without concrete 

everywhere, climb and play in trees).  

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (overated, perserve, 

factorie), punctuation (literature the, pure and it, thats close), and grammar (The person … 

misses those times and how it … meaning to them and it change their) that hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning. 
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3 – B         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts [The two passages 

give two (2) seperate interpretations on their outlook of nature, along with the loss that can 

come along when humans interupt it’s natural course]. The response makes superficial 

connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (the writer is trying to 

explain how mankind distrupted the plant life in her town) and in Passage II (They describe all 

of the animals that they see and how “comical” the things they do are). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from Passage I (“The dirt I dug in has been spread 

with blacktop: tar and oil”) and from Passage II (Serengetti Plains in Africa) to support the 

controlling idea. The response makes no direct reference to literary elements or techniques. The 

discussion of Passage II relies primarily on plot summary. 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the outlook of nature, but fails to maintain this focus in the 

discussion of Passage II. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, with an introduction, 

two paragraphs for Passage I, one paragraph for Passage II, and no conclusion. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (They both seem to also enjoy animals and plants) that is sometimes 

imprecise (The cut down and their for “there”). The response exhibits some attempt to vary 

sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (The author/speaker may have 

once been a gardener, but now the dirt they would use is gone, and apparently a parking lot has 

taken its place). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (seperate, interupt, 

distrupted, any where, campsight), punctuation (it’s natural course; fans. But; them, very), 

capitalization (passage one and passage two), and grammar (author/speaker … they, He/She 

give … description of what they; author … them) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 3 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts (They both have 

posative and negative attitudes toward nature). The response makes a few superficial 

connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (that is the Negative part of 

the poem) and in Passage II (That means we are effecting Nature with all of these things). 

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the texts are vague (it is 

showing Feelings towards the trees and saw animals fleeing from where ever they were and 

going into another place) and unjustified (He was puzzled by why they were fleeing their spot 

and shows the person had put an abundance of her time into the garden and it was turned into 

blacktop). 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain an appropriate focus, starting with positive and negative 

attitudes and ending with both authors like Nature. The response exhibits a rudimentary four-

paragraph structure followed by a one-sentence conclusion. The response includes some 

inconsistencies and irrelevancies (talking about what colors that the leaves will turn is certin 

times of the day and the Narrator wonders why the animals run like circus animals). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (Passage one and 

Passage two are similar). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to 

achieve an effect (they are talking about what kind of trees were there and it is showing and IN 

stanza two that is the Negative part). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (posative, effiect, news 

print, durt), punctuation (In passage one stanza one and in  stanza three they, In stanza three 

they, IN passage two the), capitalization (Nature and Passage one and passage two), and the 

use of vague pronoun references (they are talking about, trees were there, it is showing) that 

hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker 

in development and language use. 
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Anchor Level 2 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and incomplete understanding of the texts (The authoR blames … the wild 

animals). The response makes a few connections (telling the readeRs about How the trees have 

been lost and The Serengetti Plains is Next) but fails to establish a controlling idea, offering 

only a restatement of the task (the authors have attitudes toward nature). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the texts are vague 

and unjustified (The authoR blames the trees For disappearing on the construction workeRs 

and The authoR blames the change of Nature on the wild animals). 

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus. The response suggests some organization through the use of 

paragraphing, but ideas within the paragraphs are loosely connected and sometimes digressive 

(They like to say: those tinsel woods wheRe I would Rinse myself in drizzle). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (discussing theiR reasonings  and that 

roam around and change the senery of the climate). The response exhibits some attempt to vary 

sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (The two authoRs have 

attitudes why nature turned like it did). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (tuffs, changable, 

senery), punctuation (lines below I will; They like to say: … in drizzle; slate. Where; drought. 

But), grammar (Plains … It and have attitudes why), and random use of capitalization (theiR 

and Rinse) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 2 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and incomplete understanding of the texts (My attitude toward nature are 

it is a sourceful part of our life it is very important on how we couldnt live without it). The 

response makes a few unwarranted connections (evrything she worked for is dying and This 

passage makes nature seem bad). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the texts are vague 

(she misses the trees and what she use to do) and unjustified (nature is making it hard for 

them). 

Organization Establishes a focus on the positive aspects of nature (it teaches us many things and we couldnt 

live without it), but fails to maintain it (This passage makes nature seem bad). The response 

exhibits a rudimentary, three paragraph structure that includes some inconsistencies (can kill us 

but eaither way without nature noone could survive) and irrelevancies (through large puddles 

nature is making it hard for them and it was cold very cold). 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (sourceful part of our life, 

changing … her evrything, that about it, know as we can see). The response reveals little 

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (My attitude toward nature are … on 

how we couldnt live without it). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (evryone’s, evrything, 

eaither), punctuation (passage it talks, dying her, puddles nature, wind but, know as we can see 

nature, life it), grammar (attitude … are  and she use to do), and usage (on how and shifts in 

point of view) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 
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Anchor Level 2 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and incomplete understanding of the texts (In this essay talking about 

attitude toward nature). The response makes a few unclear connections to Passage I (this 

person lost its trees … and wish that the trees or plants wild grow back) and inaccurate 

connections to Passage II (this person want to stop the hunters from killing the wild animals). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to both passages are 

unjustified (this person work very hard to keep the plants grow and healthly, this person from 

Africa, This person was provide the blessing of the wild animals in the children Book). 

Organization Suggests a focus on attitude toward nature and suggests organization with an introductory 

statement and brief references to both passages within a single paragraph. The response lacks a 

conclusion. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (in this passage I 

mean that this person and just let it go). The response reveals little awareness of how to use 

sentences to achieve an effect (In this passages 2 … this person want to stop the hunters from 

killing the wild animals and It territory in all of east africa). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in capitalization (nature. in; and It; 

east africa), agreement (person work, Keep the plants grow, person want, was provide, author 

use), and pronoun usage (person lost its trees or it plants and animals and It) that make 

comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 1 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response:  

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding, offering only a personal response. The response 

makes no connections between the texts or among ideas in the texts, providing only a single 

reference to the task (Some Ideas toward nature). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas about attitudes toward 

nature (we are Nocking down allot of the forest), but provides only general observations about 

the need for trees, with no reference to either text. 

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization, with an introduction and two brief 

paragraphs. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (The trees are what 

hold the earth togethor and is what maks the paper and toylit paper). The response reveals little 

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (nocking, allot, oxygn, 

toylit, medicens), punctuation (the lack of apostrophes, commas, and end marks), subject-verb 

agreement (Ideas … is  and trees … is), and usage (Ideas toward nature) that hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response best fits the criteria for Levels 1 and 2, it remains at Level 1 

because the response makes no reference to either text. 
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding, making a single reference to the task (Different 

people have different attitudes toward nature) and only cursory reference to Passage I (Some 

people distroy living plants to biuld road and side walk). The response makes no connections 

between the texts or among ideas in the texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus but is too minimal to demonstrate organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities. 
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Part A — Practice Paper – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – D



[47]

Part A — Practice Paper – E
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Part A — Practice Paper – E



 

 

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 

 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 5     

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in development. 
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Anchor Level 6 – A         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement 

and clearly establishes the criteria for analysis by stating that it is the initiative … that proves 

more significant, even if the end result may be failure. The response uses the criteria to make an 

insightful analysis of The Great Gatsby (While his dream may be considered absurd … he 

actually lives with a purpose and a goal) and The Grapes of Wrath (Because he views himself 

as less significant … he is able to effectively work to create change in the lives of thousands). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

evidence to illustrate how the inevitable outcome … is second to the actual ambition. The 

response provides detailed characterizations of Gatsby (He is not willing to compromise his 

dream because he believes in it entirely) and Casy (It was … those people that guided his life). 

The response also integrates the literary elements of theme and conflict into the discussion. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens. The response exhibits a logical and coherent 

structure, moving from the introduction of the two texts, to an analysis of Gatsby and Casy, and 

ending with a conclusion that refocuses on the critical lens (for those who challenge themselves 

… the ambition itself is the success). Coherence is further enhanced by the skillful use of 

transitions (Through his characterization, Nevertheless, In this sense). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Gatsby is meticulous 

and not reckless or insensitive and an advocate for social change … a calm and pacifistic 

character), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Failure is a 

relative term). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (he is 

able to attain great wealth, beautiful material possessions, and a popular name amongst the 

wealthy crowd and While Casy … did not change social problems, his legacy was able to live 

on through those he touched).  

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement 

and clearly establishes the criteria for analysis by pointing out that human endeavors tend to be 

unsuccessful and certainly will continue to be so barring an extraordinary effort on the part of 

whoever is involved. The response uses the criteria to make an insightful analysis of The 

Invisible Man and Slaughterhouse Five (Senseless human violence, predatory manipulation … 

and the fraility of individual identity all contribute to the tendency towards failure). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant 

and specific evidence to show how the pressure of external forces … prevent success. The 

literary elements of characterization (He … becomes a leader, speaking eloquently and Billy 

finds sorting through the rubble … so traumatic that he is never the same), setting (In The 

Invisible Man … the racial tension and riots of the 1930s in the United States and Billy Pilgrim 

who is so devastated by the horror of World War II in Europe), and theme (Senseless human 

violence frustrates the intentions of each novel’s protagonist) are incorporated into the 

discussion. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens that man will usually fail in his endeavors. 

The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, with each paragraph reinforcing the 

focus as it relates the texts, and moves from introduction to textual analysis to conclusion. 

Coherence is strengthened through the skillful use of transitions (This is confirmed by, 

Similarly, Arguably). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose 

(circumvent any scandal, the manipulation of those in power, deterring the individual’s quest). 

The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing 

(Underground, he is incapable of pursuing his cause and The terrible bombing and fire storms 

of Dresden are out of his control). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (enfrichsment, 

indefinetly, expells), punctuation (to be so barring; forces such as; virtually invisible. While; 

character: he; In dismissing him the president), and vague pronoun reference (In dismissing 

him …he understands …advises him ) only when using sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – A         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis, stating that it is natural for … humans, to attempt goals but still meet failure. The 

response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of The Scarlet Letter 

(Dimmesdale desired redemption … But … died a ruined man) and The Great Gatsby (Jay 

Gatsby seeks … to impress his love … his attempts end in failure). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts to discuss characters whose goals end in failure (Society publically scorns Hester … 

the Reverend suffers silently and The fact that Gatsby achieved his wealth through illegal 

means is used against him). References to the literary elements of setting in The Scarlet Letter 

(Puritan New England) and characterization in The Great Gatsby (Gatsby buys a mansion … he 

throws extravagant parties) are used to support the discussion. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (It is a human desire to attempt to reach 

goals in life but to fail). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the 

lens, then discussing both works of literature in separate paragraphs, and concluding with the 

idea that failure may be “the human lot” but the real tragedy would be for humans to never try. 

Appropriate devices and transitions are used (These two works affirm and As a final insult). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Hester and 

Dimmesdale attempt to find redemption and Gatsby … attempts to reclaim his lost love), with a 

notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Dimmesdale is not redeemed by 

his society, which greets his revelation with shock and Gatsby was murdered amid his riches, 

unloved and misunderstood). The response varies sentence structure and length to enhance 

meaning (Although she lives … wearing her mark of shame, she is able to earn the grudging 

respect of her neighbors and He dies soon after). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even when using 

sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use and conventions. 

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Level 5 – B        

Quality   Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis (Trial and failure … is a constant experience for every human). The response uses the 

criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of The Crucible (the human lot is to try and fail … 

Proctor’s multiple efforts … are not accomplished) and The Illiad (Hector fails by not only losing 

his life … but also by losing his country). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from both 

texts to support the idea that the act of trying is part of the human experience and so is failure. The 

response uses references to characterization and theme to explain how John Proctor’s multiple 

efforts to convince the court are defeated by the theocracy which controls the town and how 

Hector, a devoted and principled leader, becomes a victim of Homer’s major theme … that war is 

glorious and necessary. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how life is made up of trial and failure. The response 

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the critical lens, then presenting information 

about each character’s situation, and concluding that many of the great characters in literature are 

marked by failure. The lack of external transitions weakens internal consistency. 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (the thread that binds us together and the fallicy of the 

girls’ accusations), with evident awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure 

and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Mary becomes useless when the girls use 

their antics to frighten her). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (aimes, fallicy, 

existance) and punctuation (victim’s innocence and failure, it). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in organization. 
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Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis (Not everyone can expect to get something right or accomplish a lofty goal on their 

first attempt). The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of To Kill A 

Mockingbird (Atticus should not be berated as a failure. He did his job and tried hard) and Of 

Mice and Men (George couldn’t expect success to come without hardship and failure first). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from 

both texts to show that it is human nature to fail sometimes. The response makes reference to 

setting (To Kill a Mockingbird … is set in the … prejudicial white South and Of Mice and Men 

is set during the Great Depression) and characterization (Atticus Finch … doesn’t buy into the 

mindset of blacks as inferiors, Lenny doesn’t understand his own strength, George … still sticks 

by him and helps him out) to support the idea that no one can expect success all the time. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (many people fail and try and fail again). 

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the critical lens, then 

presenting situations in which characters in each work failed, and finally concluding that there 

is pride in failure, especially when you are willing to try again. Appropriate transitions are used 

(These works include, Another work, While one character faced). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes unsuitable (buy into, sticks by him, their shot), 

with some awareness of audience and purpose (what is most relevant is people’s perseverance 

and dilligence in their willingness to stand up against a challenge, again and again). The 

response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Yet while Atticus 

tried his hardest … the bigotry and hatred of racism beat him and But he couldn’t help himself). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (imbred, recieving, 

dilligence) and punctuation (nature – the; ways, and; book, two) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis 

(it is a regular theme in life for goals to be left unreached). The response makes implicit 

connections between the criteria and Ordinary People (examples of situations which were 

considered failures) and The Great Gatsby (characters were unsatisfied by their tries to 

complete a mission). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant evidence 

from Ordinary People to describe a sailing accident in which Buck was in danger of drowning 

(Conrad tried to save Buck, but was unsuccessful). The response is less specific about Nick and 

Gatsby, described as people who’s goals go unaccomplished and … who did not make any 

achievement. The response refers to setting (in the 1920’s) and theme (success is demonstrated 

by this trial and error) in discussing The Great Gatsby. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on characters that were left unaccomplished. The 

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, beginning with an agreement with the critical lens 

that it takes multiple tries to become successful, then presenting situations which were 

considered failures in Ordinary People and characters … unsatisfied by their tries to complete 

a mission in The Great Gatsby, ending with a summary conclusion. The response lacks internal 

consistency through the use of weak transitions (Being that it is extremely irregular … labeled 

as a failure and This scene demonstrates the human lot because … the objective was not met). 

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate (it is a regular theme in life for goals to be left unreached), 

but is occasionally imprecise (With every accomplishment achieved, behind it is a long list of 

trial and error and who’s for “whose”), with some awareness of audience and purpose (David 

Mamet is correct as proven by the two novels). The response occasionally makes effective use 

of sentence structure and length (This idea, however, is left unaccomplished … even though 

Gatsby was extremely … rich). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (prestigous, occured, 

sucidal), punctuation (solutions and, Conrads try, Calvins attempt), and grammar (try and 

keeping and Being that) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – B       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, stating in life humans will try things and 

… when they try they fail at what they’re doing. The response makes implicit connections 

between the criteria and To Kill a Mockingbird (Atticus Finch as the character to try and fail) 

and The Crucible (humans try but fail). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant evidence 

from To Kill a Mockingbird to describe the 1930’s setting in the south (where blacks were 

barley considered people) and details the trials in each novel (the side of her face that was 

bruised and made up a list of people they wanted gone), but is less specific in discussing setting 

in The Crucible (in the woods dancing). The response also alludes to symbolism (killing a 

mockingbird is a bad thing to do … All they do is sing) and imagery (the girls dancing around). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on characters that tried something and failed. The 

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first agreeing with the lens (I agree with this 

quote), then presenting information about each character’s failures, and concluding by 

emphasizing that both works conveyed trying and failing. The response lacks internal 

consistency, using weak transitions to tie in discussions of literary elements (This is saying … 

because they have and This was used when Arthur Miller was describing). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (a lot of times and everyone figured) and 

colloquial (a bunch of her friends), with some awareness of audience and purpose (There are 

many pieces of literature that show this). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure and length (John Proctor had tried to tell everyone the truth but failed 

because the girls continued to lie). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (imigery and convied), 

punctuation (court Atticus; setting, because; of course Tom), capitalization (south and everyone 

figured), and grammar (There were some literary devices used in this was imigery) that do not 

hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning 

 

Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis 

(Human have the choice of choosing to try things and maybe fail to do so). The response makes 

implicit connections between the criteria and two plays by Shakespeare, The Tragedy of Julius 

Caesar (Brutus is a good person, but did the wrong thing … so Brutus end up to kill himself) 

and Macbeth (Macbeth thought no one can stop him, but he got killed after all). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with reference to specific and relevant evidence 

from both plays to discuss the wrong thing characters did (they started to plan to kill Caesar 

and Lady Macbeth … wants to be the queen so badly). The response refers to the literary 

element of characterization (Brutus is a noble and kind man and Macbeth … a noble and kind 

man), but the discussion of conflict is repetitive and less specific (so he kill him after all and he 

decided to kill Duncan). 

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on choice established in the introduction (People should always 

try things, but … make sure … they are doing the right thing). The response exhibits a logical 

sequence of ideas, first introducing the critical lens, following with separate paragraphs for each 

work that trace characters’ decisions and resultant effects, and concluding with a reiteration of 

the lens as interpreted. Internal consistency is weakened through abrupt switches to discussions 

of literary elements (The author uses characterization and conflict in the play and The author 

uses literary elements). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (This quote can be agree, When the time 

Caceus told Brutus, he is the guess of Macbeth). The response exhibits some attempt to vary 

sentence structure for effect, but with uneven success (if he kill Duncan … then he is not a 

man).  

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Shakespear, Juleus, 

Caceus), punctuation (man, he loves and Shakespear., “Macbeth,”), and agreement (character 

who try, he decide to, he kill himself) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 3 – A         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (every human being will try and fail at 

something, sometime in their life) that suggests some criteria for analysis. The response makes 

superficial connections between the criteria and The Great Gatsby (He goes through many 

experiences where he fails) and The Catcher in the Rye (Maturing is one thing Holden fears). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from both texts, mentioning Gatsby’s attempt to 

win back his lifetime love and Holden Caufield’s failure to secure innocence. The response 

relies on a brief plot summary of The Great Gatsby (Gatsby wants Daisy to leave her husband 

and return to him) and of The Catcher in the Rye (he tries to stop everyone from growing up). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (Every human tries something in life and fails). The 

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, discussing each book in separate paragraphs. 

Internal consistency is weakened by a lack of transitions. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (because it is breaking up a married couple and tries to keep his 

innocence along with other people’s innocence). The response exhibits some attempt to vary 

sentence structure for effect, but with uneven success (This quote, said by David Mamet, proves 

and Gatsby fails at this task and many others he has tried on).  

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dissapointment and 

suceed), punctuation (him. trying; Unfortunately Gatsby; Holden tries), and capitalization (him. 

trying and in this novel) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 3 – B        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (in life you have a lot of trials and you will 

fall down sometimes) that suggests some criteria for analysis. The response makes superficial 

connections between the criteria and Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby (this is shown alot) and 

Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet (It shows mans trial and error). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from both texts (He Throws hundreds of parties 

and spends so much money and But their plan leads to their death). The response relies 

primarily on plot summary. 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus (humans will learn from their mistakes 

and be able to fix what they have done). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure 

consisting of an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (“It is human lot, To try and fail 

is how humans have created so many different things, He always thinks that he can get her, to 

people, to late). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an 

effect (In Gatsby attemps to talk to daisy and how he fails so many times to convince his family 

and run away with Juliet that he never gives up). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (quate, becuase, tring) 

and punctuation (The quote “It … fail” from; Shakespeare. It; mans trial; Ideas and their) that 

hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use. 

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Level 3 – C        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (its only human nature to fail and learn from 

your mistakes). The response makes superficial connections between the criteria and 

Shakespeare’s Othello (so he shouldve just learned from he mistakes earier). The connection 

between the criteria and The Crucible is based on a misinterpretation of the text (The girls were 

finally caught and were killed for all there false acusations). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from both texts (Othello and Iago set up a plan to 

kill Cassio and Desdemona and a teenage girl and her friends were all dancing around a fire 

with her house keeper when her father caught them). The response relies primarily on plot 

summaries of each work. 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on learning from the mistakes people make … everyday. The 

response exhibits a rudimentary structure but is inconsistent, shifting from a discussion of 

Iago’s plan to a one-sentence paragraph that introduces Othello and Iago’s plan to kill Cassio 

and Desdemona, then shifts to a listing of concluding events. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (in the story Othello and Many innocent people were put under 

blame). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence length for effect, but with uneven 

success (Some little Some big, Some so big). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Abigaile, earier, house 

keeper), punctuation (“it … fail, I; true I think; its … human nature; story Othello written by; 

manipulation, he; Cassio killed but Iago), capitalization (he’d do and he wants), and grammar 

(suppose to and there life) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 2 – A        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (it is 

a natural thing for a human being to fail). The response makes superficial connections between 

the criteria and Of Mice and Men (But Lenny would always fail at what he did). The criteria is 

not used to analyze The Crucible. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the texts are vague 

(that is what got them into trouble) and unjustified, stating that the father John tried … to tell 

the town the devils were fake. 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the idea of failing at something. The 

response exhibits a rudimentary four paragraph structure, but the paragraph about The Crucible 

is irrelevant to the criteria. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (his 

characterization of being determined, characterization … to do everything asked of them, screw 

it up). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (In The 

Crucible … John tried … to convience that the devils were not real). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (said “it, Crucible 

The, Men Lenny, Georges characterization, he did and, fail” David) and occasional errors in 

spelling (convience and Throught), capitalization (OF and Crucible The), and grammar (Lenny 

and Georges characterization are) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and organization. 



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2 – B          

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens (many humans try to do things with 

there lifes But sometimes people does not go far). The response alludes to the critical lens in the 

introduction but does not use it to analyze the chosen texts, Tuesdays with Morrie and an 

unidentified novel. 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the texts are vague (Another work of 

literture is the handicaps … had to wear mask so people can be equal) and irrelevant (He went 

through painful nights just so he can explain his life to mitch). 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the critical lens, concluding with the 

idea that many people can live life with out failing. The response suggests an organization 

through the use of paragraphs. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (humans … do things with there lifes and tuesdays with morrie 

there was). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect 

(David Mamet once said David Mamet it is). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (lifes But and morrie 

and), capitalization (Lens, tuesdays, morrie, mitch, Never, many), and agreement (this mean 

that, people does not, went through … so he can, people that was) that make comprehension 

difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 
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Anchor Level 2 – C         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (it is humans who don’t try and do their 

best and when they do they fail and get mad at the situation). The response alludes to the 

critical lens but does not use it to analyze the chosen texts, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 

and Of Mice and Men. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response makes references to the texts that are 

irrelevant (she was so mad and she did not even tell her family and because he had sacrificed 

heselef being in jail … all because he had hung out with lennie). 

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization. The response introduces the critical 

lens and refers briefly to two texts, but lacks a conclusion. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (In mice and men It relates to the story is when lennie gets 

mad). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (I 

agree with it because it is true because we do act like that). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (liturature and heselef), 

punctuation (fail.” by; anybody and; girl and), capitalization (mice and men, bird, Little, 

george), and grammar (try and do, because … is when, One work … that really go) that make 

comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (man … was destined to try and fail). The 

response does not use any texts to analyze the critical lens. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas (man must fail and learn 

from these mistakes), but makes no reference to any texts. 

Organization Suggests a focus on the idea that man is destined to try and fail but lacks organization. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Every since first man has walked this earth), for the audience 

or purpose. The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect 

(But in order to find this higher understanding, man must fail and learn from these mistakes or 

not to make them again). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (succeding) and a 

fragmented sentence that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1 

because the response makes no reference to any texts. 



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Level 1 – B         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (it is human nature to try and fail, cause 

you must fall to rise once again), but does not use it to analyze any texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus by restating the critical lens and interpreting it, but is too brief to demonstrate 

organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in 

meaning and organization. 
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 5    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use. 
 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 2    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and organization. 
 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 3    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use and conventions. 

 

Regents Comprehensive Examination in English
Map to Learning Standards

Key Ideas Part of Test
Listening and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part A

Reading and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part B

Reading and writing for literary
response

Session Two – Part A

Reading and writing for critical
analysis and evaluation

Session Two – Part B

Standards







The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2008 Regents
Examination in Comprehensive English will be posted on the Department’s web site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ on Thursday, June 19, 2008. Conversion charts provid-
ed for previous administrations of the Regents Examination in Comprehensive English
must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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