SESSION ONE
FOR TEACHERS ONLY

The University of the State of New York
REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 —9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only
E SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE
Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http//www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1) 2 (7) 3
(2) 1 (8) 1
(3) 3 (9) 2
(4) 1 (10) 1
(5) 4 (11) 4
(6) 2 (12) 2

(13) 1
(14) 3
(15) 2
(16) 4
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COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH — SESSION ONE — continued

Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—

 Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format

* Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task

* Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
¢ Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
e Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
e Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary
(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—

* Raters score a set of five papers individually

e Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move
on to actual scoring

When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the students essay or
answer sheet. Do not correct the students work by making insertions or changes of any

kind.

Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point. The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the students answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Paper — Part A—Level 6 — A
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Anchor Paper — Part A—Level 6 — A
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Anchor Level 6 — A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that animals have long been recognized as
healing agents and stress relievers and dogs in particular seem beneficial to patient health. The
response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task (/t’s sad but true that these therapy dogs are sometimes the only visitors that a
patient may get, and it’s for that reason that they are so beneficial).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to discuss the advantages of using therapy dogs in long-term health
facilities (taking care of a dog ... is a dream come true for many elderly people longing for
purpose and having animals around encourages physical movement) and their required training
(Any canine wishing to become a therapy dog must be ... observed, screened, and vaccinated).
Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the benefits of therapy dogs and their thorough
training. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from the reasons that
the elderly need therapy dogs, to the kind of preparation the dogs receive, concluding with the
idea that dogs are effective healers because they are able to love anyone who shows them love.
The response demonstrates skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions (Unlike many
people, In this way, other benefits as well, As effective as any).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Being petted and
coddled by different people is their idea of a perfect day and help people become more social,
and bring them back to the world outside their illness, age, or room), with a notable sense of
voice (their [rather depressing, truth be told] surroundings) and awareness of audience and
purpose (And worry not about the safety of having therapy dogs around). The response varies
structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Because of these assets ... many patients
.. are deeply touched by dogs).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.

(5]
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Anchor Level 6 — B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that the use of therapy dogs would greatly
benefit the emotional and physical health of the elderly. The response makes insightful
connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (The happiness,
joy, and “unconditional love” ... between the people and the dogs ... help the elderly cope with
their emotions).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to illustrate the training that therapy dogs receive (a working dog ... must
be tested, observed, and officially registered) and to demonstrate the benefits of therapy dogs to
the elderly (They provide a source of physical contact and dogs can ... divert attention from the
continued monotony of daily life, and provide a friend to hold and talk to).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the training and usefulness of therapy dogs. The
response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from a discussion of the dogs’
training (Of course, not just any dog can be brought in to help the infirm), to the positive impact
of their interaction with the elderly, refocusing on the dogs’ benefits to the infirm in the
conclusion. Appropriate transitions are skillfully used (They are often alone, In fact, The
interaction ... serves to provide).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (7o ensure the
suitability of a working dog and the dogs ... strengthen the grip the elderly have on life), with a
notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (The elderly need to be loved
and cared for just as much, if not more, than all other people). The response varies structure
and length of sentences to enhance meaning (I/nstead of boredom, therapy dogs ... create vigor;
instead of loneliness, a friend; instead of fear, someone with whom to ... share those fears).
Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in agreement (They are a
listener ... a source ... a friend and happiness, compassion, appreciation ... is returned) and use
of prepositions (results in the interaction and interaction of the elderly and therapy dogs) only
when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 -

A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating that therapy dogs provide companionship,
comfort and so much more to those who do not have much left in their lives. The response
makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned
task (A/l of these problems faced by elderly residents of long-term care facilities can be solved
very easily, just by the use of trained therapy dogs).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to describe the elderly’s need for companionship (Their biggest struggle ...
loneliness, boredom and lack of control and everyone “needs to be needed.”), the reasons dogs
ease human pain and suffering (They are sensitive, intuitive and extremely loving and They are
able to do more for the residents than ... other kinds of therapies”), and the safety precautions
of dog therapy programs.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how dogs provide a healing aid as well as
companionship and love. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first stating that
residents need a cure for depression or loneliness, then explaining why residents have a deeper
need for companionship than other people do and how the healing qualities of dogs and the
safety of dog therapy programs address those needs. Appropriate transitions are used (One of
the programs, Reiman also said, While).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent (Although many elderly do need ... so much more that the facilities
can’t provide), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (They are not only great
therapy, but are also extremely safe and should be used in more facilities around the world).
The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (People who
support ... the dog therapy programs ... make the experience beneficial, enjoyable and most of
all, safe).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (monatonous
and framatic) only when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in development.
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Anchor Level 5-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text by stating that therapy dogs can be used to
benefit the elderly in our local long-term care facility. The response makes clear and explicit
connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (He explains that
the presence of therapy dogs is becoming a “powerful and common’ method of therapy).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
discuss the positive influence therapy dogs have on the elderly (a “positive force in the healing
process” and “love everyone without prejudice”’) and the safety and approachability of the dogs
(All therapy dogs are trained, tested, and observed and dressed his dogs as clowns).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that therapy dogs bring “joy” and
“unconditional affection” to the table in a “non-threatening” manner). The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, first noting the great benefits of therapy dogs, then presenting
information on how dogs fulfill basic needs and why residents would be both safe and
comfortable with dogs, and concluding with a recommendation for action (I strongly encourage
you to use therapy dogs to help “residents come alive again ). Appropriate transitions are used
(also, They continued on to say that, Although).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (I'm
sure you are questioning the safety of bringing dogs in, or the individual fears that some who
live there may have, but stop right there). The response varies structure and length of sentences
to control rhythm and pacing (The good they can do and the joy that they can bring to the care
facility would be greatly appreciated by those living there).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (theraputic, perfectect,
controll), punctuation (Indeed therapy dogs, Quite often the elderly, a persons attention), and
grammar (After spending time ... community, it has and has ... wrote) that do not hinder
comprehension.

in conventions.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
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Anchor Level 5 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text (Therapy dogs ... not only provide great services
to elderly people, but also make life worth living ... in long-term care facilities). The response
makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned
task (For a patient to receive such love, compassion, and simple company ... is simply price
less).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
demonstrate how a therapy dog provides many services for a patient, even though they may not
be medical and how the dogs become like family members to the patients.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how therapy dogs offer joy and boundless patience
to the elderly, showing them that they truly are loved. The response exhibits a logical sequence
of ideas, moving from the importance of therapy dogs, to the emotional evidence of their
effectiveness, to how the dogs provide a loving and compassionate presence in a patients life,
and concluding with an assessment of the relationship (interaction between a patient and a
therapy dog is truly magical). Appropriate transitions are used (Often times, also, In every way).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Trained, tested, and
certified dogs ... interact with elderly patients), although it is sometimes inexact (affect for
“effect” and anecdote for “antidote”). The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence structure and length (Unfortunately for some long-care patients, family members either
are not around or are simply unable to visit as much as the elderly need).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (boredome, nerchurers,
Brining), punctuation (ones life, patients anxiety levels, patients and the ... silence), and errors
in agreement (one’s dog ... they and a ... patients life ... their) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining the many benefits in using therapy
dogs in many places where there is lack of companionship. The response makes clear and
explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (7hey
allow nurterers to be needed again and Training the dogs thoroughly can ensure the feeling of
safety between the elderly and the dog).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
discuss how the dogs, trained well enough to be suitable to work in hospitals and nursing
homes, can help heal people, relieve their boredom or loneliness, and improve social behavior.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the benefits of therapy dogs, whose suitable
companionship can give the elderly a sense of being alive. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas, moving from the ways therapy dogs help the elderly to the allaying of safety
fears by presenting information on the training dogs receive and their being dressed in costumes
to eliminate people’s fear. Internal consistency is weakened through ineffective transitions (4s
stated, “No; These “therapeautic agents” provide the elderly ... with a sense of want; The dogs
provide physical improvements).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (This proves that the
therapy dogs have helped change the lives of the elderly), though sometimes inexact (have a
positive force of healing process towards others, then for “than”, there for “their”). The
response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (In conclusion, “Dogs love
everyone without prejudice,” making them suitable companions).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (therapeautic and
nurterers), punctuation (human-being; dog,” gives; calm therapeautic effect), capitalization
(Nursing Homes, Hospitals, dog international), grammar (pass pets and dogs ... If), and usage
(escape of boredom) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and development.
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Anchor Level 4 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that therapy dogs are a positive in the
healing process. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in
the text and the assigned task (In Reiman’s account he talks about a Dr. Michael Maculla & ...
how people in the end of it just want to be touched and Therapy dog mean a lot to some

people).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to discuss the benefits of therapy dogs (The dogs give the Residents physical
contact, dogs stimulate the mind, dogs turn ‘frowns into smiles”). The dogs’ training is less
specifically developed (they have to go through certain test & must be certified also).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the ability of therapy dogs ... to help a person
struggling to be happy. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting
information about how therapy dogs fulfill patients’ needs, followed by medical support for
these theories, but is inconsistent, abruptly shifting to a discussion of training in paragraph 3
and then returning to a discussion of the dogs’ benefits in paragraph 4.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (The therapy dogs
give a new life to Residents in a home), but is sometimes inexact (their for “they’re” and the
use of the ampersand). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure
(The therapy dogs must learn how to be obedient but also compassionate).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (lonliness and
peacefullness), punctuation (on one; contact, Their, depression or they), verb formation
(become use and laying together), and agreement (person ... they and dogs is a pet) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text (There should be dogs at every long-term facility for
the elder). The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text
and the assigned task (Elderly people need love and attention and they will get that from the
dogs).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to explain the benefits of therapy dogs (The elderly become happy and enjoy the
dog’s company and the dogs help liminate anger and break down daily routens) and their
ability to alleviate the lonelyness of the elderly, while being non-agressive and obedient. The
idea of dog certification is less developed and partly inaccurate (/¢ is not very hard to get or find
dogs who can do this).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the value of dog therapy ... for elderly people. The
response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from a discussion of why therapy dogs
are helpful to the elderly to how the dogs would be safe. The response lacks internal
consistency in paragraph 2, shifting from one idea to another without transitions (Dogs are a
positive force on these older people. Two reaserchers ... say ... they need to be touched and
Reiman says that dogs can like tears away).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (7he Elderly need to
have visits from dogs if they live in long-term care facilities), though occasionally awkward
(They make the lonelyness of the elderly come alive). The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure (Touch is a primary need and the elderly are lacking if).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (transferre, non-agressive,
Regestrie), punctuation (anymore they, attention and, reaserchers Michael ... University say),
and grammar (a dog ... their and two main issues ... is) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text (/'m ... writing to inform you of my beliefs for why
therapy dogs can be used to benefit the elderly). The response makes a few connections
between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Therefore therapy dogs
comes into action, being both intuitive and compassionate).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Discussed on how residents are
lacking the feeling that they are needed and They must be tested and observed).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the function of therapy dogs (therapy dogs are a
positive force to benefit the elderly). The response exhibits a four-paragraph rudimentary
structure.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience (as you should know). The
response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (With the
dogs ability to divert a person attention is remarkable).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (dogs as you should
know work, person attention, Therefore therapy, action being ... compassionate to, residents
suffering) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 - B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Therepy dogs can be used to benefit the elderly).
The response makes a few connections between information and ideas in the text and the
assigned task (Therepy dogs help people cope with their Issues).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Therepy dogs have to be certified and
These types of dogs are very computable).
Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on therapy dogs and their value for the

elderly (Everybody should try and get a dog). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure,
but is inconsistent, offering a series of loosely related ideas in the single body paragraph.
Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (so nothing will happen if they see another dogs or human), with
little awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence
structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (These ... dogs ... dress up so in case
there are some people that may think that the dog is scary).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Therepy and computable)
and grammar (another dogs and therepy that to have) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 - C

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (In dealing with the elderly dogs are a great
theraputic device). The response makes a few connections between information and ideas in the
texts and the assigned task (Therapy dogs provide a certain kind of treatment that no drug
could ever provide).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Dogs ... provide comfort and a sense
of being needed by the elderly and there are ways of working around the fear of dogs).
Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the value of the therapy dogs (It’s

easy to be scepticle, and judgemental dealing with the elderly). The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure, moving from an opening statement, to the value of therapy dogs and
their training, to a final assertion that dogs are miraculouse creations.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (Dogs may be in costume in which
this helps cope and there for “their”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use
sentences to achieve an effect (There is no fear in what color or what language a person may or
may not speak or look like).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (speacile, proublem,
happieness, axioty, excilanf), comma use (elderly dogs; scepticle, and; costume in), and
apostrophe use (mans ... friend and persons step) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that therapy dogs can be used to benefit the
elderly. The response makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the text
and the assigned task (This is important ... elderly need the campigingship or Love of some one
or something).

Development

Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(Therapy Dogs are good for loving the elderly), repetitive (so Dog are good therapist and that
dogs are good therapist), and unjustified (they wouldn 't show the emotion of there Lost family).

Organization

Suggests a focus (Therapy Dogs are good for loving the elderly) and suggests some
organization through the use of paragraphing.

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (the for “they,” a for “an,” For
therpy Dog seem best because). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences
to achieve an effect (In this account ... dogs can be used to benefit the elderly).

Conventions

Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Lonlyness, studie, pimiar,
sences), punctuation (hear director, when were born, family instead), capitalization (steve
reimand, Antadote, Two), and agreement (Dog are good therapist) that make comprehension
difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 2 - B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (the long-term care facility to Persuade the
agency that therapy dogs can be used to benefit the elderly). The response alludes to the text
but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (this kind of therapy is being use in millions
of home).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague
(People who live by themself have a dog that they can touch) and unjustified (shows us how a
animal can safe your life).

Organization Suggests a focus on the benefits of therapy dogs but lacks organization, presenting a series of
loosely connected statements related to these benefits.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (you health, In this Years this kind of therapy is being use, “we

born to touch and to touch us”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences
to achieve an effect (This is because People who live by themself have a dog ... and to touch
us”).

Conventions Derzlonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (This is because
People who live by themself have a dog they can touch and the dog touch him like Steve Reiman
said) and grammar (a animal, People ... themself ... him) that hinder comprehension.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a confused understanding of the text (Certification of a breed). The response alludes
to the text but makes unwarranted connections to the task (they Dress them as Clound and Put
them different Costume to Play Games with the Patient).

Development

Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are irrelevant
(They Protect you) and repetitive (for People to not feel lonely they help you feel happy and to
help Feel the Patient happy and not feel lonely).

Organization

Suggests a focus (Therapy Dogs are a great benefit For the Elder Health) and suggests
organization through paragraphing.

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (fo See if they Qualify to a
Therapy Dog and they all you need to Feel good). The response reveals little awareness of how
to use sentences to achieve an effect (Therapy Dog ... Dress them as Clound ... to Play Games
with the Patient).

Conventions

Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Ansiaty, Clound,
Recomend), punctuation (lonely they, Ansiaty Therapy, compassionate they), capitalization
(See, Certification, Don’t), and agreement (Dogs is, The Dog Reduce, Therapy Dogs has to be)
that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 — A

Quality Commentary
The response:
Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond a reiteration of the task.
Development Is minimal, offering primarily a personal response.
Organization Suggests a focus (I am writing ... to let you know how I think therapy dogs can be used to

benefit the elderly people) but lacks organization, presenting one paragraph consisting of
loosely related ideas.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (millions and millions of people and if someone gets near that dog),
with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary
sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (Everyone that does own any
kind of dog like to be disobedient most of the time).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (anyone; and and
all. But on) and agreement (Everyone ... like to be and They ... the dog) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Although, the response fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at Level 1
because the response makes no reference to the text.
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Anchor Level 1 — B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond that found in the task.
Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.
Organization Shows no focus or organization.
Language Use Is minimal.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B—Score Level 3

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C—Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.

Practice Paper D-Score Level 4

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E-Score Level 2

| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents stating that the many health benefits of bicycling make
it easy to encourage ... leaving their cars ... and try bicycling again and suggesting leaders in the
community need to raise awareness and get involved. The response makes insightful connections
between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (These leaders must make it
known that bicycling can reduce air pollution in smog-plagued cities ... it has huge health benefits).
Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the documents to identify problems associated with automobile use (traffic can be a
nightmare, lack of exercise, pollution emitted from cars) and suggests reasons for bicycling (bicycles
need no gas, great way to incorporate more exercise, bicycles do not require ... fossil fuels).
Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on bicycling as beneficial to an individual’s health and to the
environment (This simple mode of transportation ... could be a huge success and have a plethora of
benefits). The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first introducing how bicycling is
making a comeback, then moving on to issues that cars and traffic congestion present (heavy
congestion, money and gas are being wasted, pollution), followed by suggestions for community
leaders (creating more bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly roadways and they need to raise awareness
of the many health and environmental benefits). Transitional devices are skillfully used (Every driver
knows that traffic can be a nightmare, Cars are also not available to everyone, Cars can also
present other problems).

Language Use [s stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (sitting idle and hit the
pocketbook), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Obesity and
other diseases ... are growing epidemics in the U.S.). The response varies structure and length of
sentences to enhance meaning (The numerous traffic, health and pollution problems may seem
insurmountable given their severity, but really, they re not).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 — B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by advocating for bicycling as a form of
transportation because cars and other internal combustion engines are so impractical and
environmentally unfriendly and bicycling ... has several more benefits. The response makes
insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task
(Bicycling ... uses no toxic fuels and is clean and environmentally friendly).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents to
identify problems caused by automobiles (Automobiles are among the highest level of pollutants on
the planet) and the benefits bicycling can offer the individual (Cycling is also a great form of
exercise).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the benefits of using bicycles for commuting (with an
increase in funding for bike trails, and less emphasis on driving cars ... bicycles can be revived).
The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first explaining the dangers from car
pollutants (emit hazardous amounts of carbon dioxide), then contrasting the many benefits of biking
(cost and less parking space), and ending with some possible ways to encourage people to begin
biking to work. The response skillfully uses appropriate devices and transitions (4 major reason why
cycling has not yet caught on and For the most of the 20" Century).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent and original (a significant component and dramatically alter), although
sometimes inexact (Automobiles are among the highest level of pollutants), with evident awareness
of audience and purpose (The advantages of bicycling seem endless, and for short to medium
distances, nearly any person of any age or physical condition can reap the benefits). The response
varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Furthermore, bicycle
accidents are far less common or severe than automotive accidents).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker in
development and language use.
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Anchor Level 5 - A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that people could live healthier, more
active lives if biking became more prevalent in the world and that steps must be taken by influential
public officials on the issue of transportation. The response makes clear and explicit connections
between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (biking may vastly improve
the way of life for the majority of individuals and A cleaner environment, less congestion ... and
more exercise ... justify biking as a healthier mode of transportation).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details from the
documents to discuss the benefits of bicycling (bicycles received a very low rating in the category of
impact on local environment and getting more physical activity is key to better health). The
discussion of bicycling as an issue that must be addressed by the officials of major cities and
organizations is less developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the benefits of bicycling. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas, first establishing why bicycles are a better form of transportation than
automobiles, then emphasizing the need to promote this alternative to cars and make bicycling more
accessible. Appropriate transitions are used (Environmentally speaking, In order to, Therefore).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (/n order
for biking to truly sprout as a major alternative to cars, officials must provide commuters with safe
bike paths and routes). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and
pacing (With a collective effort, bicycling can become a major factor in the daily lives of people
everywhere).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (detereoration and
publicise) and punctuation (reversed in part by and solution; the answer) only when using
sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in

development.
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Anchor Level 5 - B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that bicycling ... offers accesibility,
availability, and compatibility and helps to save the world. The response makes clear and explicit
connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Bicycling ...
benefits not only the world but each individual person and bicycling is a solution to not only the
obesity rate, but the rising gas prices and worsening air pollution).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents to
support the idea that bicycling is one of the most beneficial modes of transportation (Bicycling helps
to get in exercise and more Federal Funding for bike stations, bicycle-and pedestrian-friendly
roadways).

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the benefits of bicycling and the downfalls of other modes
of transportation. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first introducing cars as a
main cause of emitting carbon dioxide gas into the air, then identifying Walking and Bicycling as the
most beneficial and efficient modes of transportation, and finally stating that community leaders
need to ... urge people to be more active and help save the planet. Transitions are appropriate
(According to, as a result, as seen in).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (One step in advancing
for a better world is using bicycling as a primary mode of transportation). The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (The government continually funds
the building of highways ... instead of building ... changing facilities).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (personel, trafic,
Enviormental), punctuation (Fund when, which in turn, facilities” [64-65] Community),
capitalization (Global Warming), and grammar (one of the nation’s largest killer, Buses ...
contributes ... and has, bicycles who) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in
language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 - C

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that there are many benefits of using
bicycles for commuting and that there are also many ways ... community leaders can encourage
more people to use bicycles. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information
and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (If people just decided to ride a bicycle to work
once in a while ... they could get the exercise they need and Community Leaders could increase the
amount of bikers drastically just by funding for safe bike routes).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents to
discuss the benefits of bicycling (it would ... not only make them healthier, but happier as well and
People could save themselves a lot of money each year, just by riding a bike) and the many ways
community leaders can encourage the usage of these bikes (paying for places people can keep their
bikes safe and secure and adding more bicycle lanes).

Organization Maintains a clear appropriate focus on making bicycles an alternative mode of transportation. The
response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting information on the many benefits of
using bicycles for commuting, followed by actions community leaders can take to show the
community that they want people to start using bikes as an alternative. Appropriate transitions are
used (For example, In addition, Furthermore).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (People save money on
gas, get exercise, and even help prevent global warming). The response occasionally makes effective
use of sentence structure and length (If we could just get people to ride a bike instead, we could save
the planet from so much pollution).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (alternative such as;
facilities”.; humans, and; paths, and) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in
language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that community leaders should encourage
commuting by bicycle ... to eleviate traffic congestion and any harm to the environment. The
response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the
assigned task (bicycles prove to be much more environmentally-friendly ... that the pros of bicycle
riding outway the cons).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details from the
documents to discuss why communities must make the bike route safe, while only briefly mentioning
the idea that bicycles do not cause environmental problems.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that local leaders should do all that they can to
make bike riding safe. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first establishing a need
for an alternative to cars, and then moving to the idea that bicycles are environmentally-friendly. The
use of weak internal transitions detracts from internal consistency (According to the Article and
According to the chart).

Language Use

Uses language that is fluent (Cities and even suburban areas have become so overdeveloped that
commuting ... could take hours), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (There should be
areas set aside ... so that people feel safe about where they are riding). The response varies structure
and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Bicycles do not take up space and do not
cause environmental problems).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (eleviate and uhealthy),
punctuation (saved—with and chart bicycles), and grammar (bicycles ... it and he/she will reach their
destination) that do not hinder comprehension.

language use.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat stronger in
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Anchor Level 4 — B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that bicycles as a form of commuting is
both safe and benefical to people and the earth. The response makes implicit connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Bicycles have been proven available,
accessable, compatiable and earth friendly).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details from the
documents to discuss ways to make cycling more realistic and easy to people (Paths need to be
made allowing for a ... worry free journey and Funding has to be made available). The benefits of
bicycling are less fully developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on bicycling as a form of commuting, benefiting individuals
and the community. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first introducing the benefits
of bicycling, followed by the harmful effects of automobiles (carbon dioxide pollution ... causing
global warming), and concluding with the suggestion that leaders need to make some changes.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (The majority of the
population focused on speed and efficency rather than pollution and risk). The response occasionally
makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Physical activity is key to being healthy,
whether or not people are overweight).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (efficency, benefical,
compatiable) and punctuation (/960’s however, US, pre-cautions) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 — C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that with the help of many people ... we can
get bicycling back to what it used to be. The response makes implicit connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (a bicycle is much easier and there is
no age limit on who can ride bike).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details from the
documents to discuss how a private car has the most impact on the local environment and how a
community leader can ... promote people to get ... bicycling. The idea of bicycling as a means of
getting a little exercise is mentioned but not developed.

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on many reasons to ride bicycles. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, first presenting information on the environmental consequences of
commuting by car, then moving to the ease of bicycling, and concluding with the ways community
leaders are a big factor in encouraging ... people to ... start bicycling. The response lacks internal
consistency. Paragraph 2 shifts from a discussion of the benefits of bicycling at an early age as a
huge health benefit, to buy things that you may actually need, returning to the topic of health benefits
in paragraph 3.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (there for “their”, etc, colleges for
“colleagues”), with little awareness of audience and purpose (Starting this young, may be a huge
benefit ... because they will be ... an activist bicyclist). The response exhibits some attempt to vary
sentence structure and length, but with uneven success (One way is by asking for state funding, there
for they can ... promote people to ... get out there bicycling).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Well there; faster, than;
do, is) and grammar (benefits to riding bike, It decrease, it give you great exercise) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker in

language use.
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Anchor Level 3 — A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (If everyone in the United States would ride a
bicycle then pollution and global warming wouldn’t be an issue). The response makes superficial
connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Instead of
driving a car which is bad for global warming, you could be saving gas money and riding a bicycle).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (decline ... development of highways
and Bicycles have many benefits), but only makes a brief reference to the chart (bicycling is more
available).

Organization

Establishes an appropriate focus (a bycyle is very useful and helpful). The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure, comparing some negative issues about driving a car (pollution and global
warming and price of gas) to positive aspects of riding a bike (vou will be healthy and bicycling
is more available for all people), but contains irrelevancies (the price of gas would go down
because no one would have to buy it anymore).

Language Use

Uses appropriate language with some awareness of audience and purpose (You could adopt a policy
supporting it or you could ride a bicycle everyday for yourself). The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure and length (If you choose to ride them then you will be healthy).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (exercise and it, everyday
then, get there but its worth i) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in
language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 — B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (4 Solution to This problem would to Ride a Bike
and not drive). The response makes a few superficial connections between the information and ideas
in the documents and the assigned task (Community leaders could hold Bike awarness day or
something to get The community involved).

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (less space taken up, compatibility on
city streets ... low cost to own).

Organization

Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on alternate Resorces that need to be found.
The response exhibits a rudimentary structure but includes some irrelevances (Although some
factorys have regulation sum others do not).

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (In the world today There
are many issues). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for
effect, but with uneven success (With less space ... and opperate).

Conventions

Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (emmisions, factorys, wich,
differnt, awarness), punctuation (regulation sum), and capitalization (That, Resorces; Ride a Bike;
drive! you) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in

conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 - C

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by restating the task (the benefit of using a bicycles
and what commutity leadere need to do to encourage more communting by bicycle). The response
makes few and superficial connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned
task (Another reasson is to reduce automovile popullatio and traffic ... deadly accidents cause by
cars). There is no reference to the chart.

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (saving money on gas, Inmprove
globel warming, build more roads for bikes, reduce heart attacks).

Organization

Establishes an appropriate focus on the benefit of using a bicycles for commuting and what
commutity leaders need to do to encourage more communting by bicycle. The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure, first explaining some benefits of biking (saving ... more dolar and more
freash air) and then what community leaders need to do (more car free zone, park your bike with out
being wored).

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise (ride there bike, is to be and example, a place were you could park).
The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (tell people what
they could improve there health).

Conventions

Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (globel, breath, reasson,
deibits), punctuation (youd be, warming and we’ll, also build more), and grammar (everybody ...
ride and accidents cause by cars) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in
language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 —-A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused (If 200 people would ride there bike to work once a week it would do alot) and
inaccurate (so NY state mayor put 18 billion into bike routes) understanding of the documents. The
response alludes to the documents but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (4dmerica is
eating away the ozone layer and People think it takes to much time ... to ride 5 miles a day).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Not
many people do it any more though and If they were in shape it wouldn’t be so bad).

Organization Suggests a focus on biking as a good way to stop pollution but lacks organization, consisting of a
brief introduction, followed by one body paragraph of loosely connected ideas, and ending abruptly.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (there for “their” and to for “t0o”). The response reveals little
awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (If we pedaled ... it would decrease the risk
huge).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (bicyliest, safley, alot),

punctuation (safley so and disease, or), and grammar (It hard and It proven) that make
comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 - B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents, stating that a best way to and common way to
use transfortation was bicycles. The response alludes to the documents but makes unclear
connections to the assigned task (by bicycling we could participte automotive glomal warimg,
physical excersie).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (The bicycling
walking had been “the forgotten modes” long time by the Federal Highway Adminitration).

Organization Suggests a focus on bicycling as a good way to stay healthy. The response consists of two separate
paragraphs of loosely connected ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (/n that time and now car using rapidly

increase for highway system). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to
achieve an effect (Now people use car, subway, bus, airoplane which create pollution at our
environment and make global wariming).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (airoplane, wariming,
Adminitration, participte, excersie) and grammar (to use ... was, it has change, people use car,
increase for highway) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 - C

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents, stating that we have to many chooises for a
safe and healthy trip. The response alludes to the documents but makes unclear connections to the
task (I will give you opptions).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (the more best is bike)
and repetitive (how many chooises, you have to chooise, to many choise).

Organization Suggests a focus on the many choise for travel but lacks organization. The response consists of two
paragraphs of loosely connected ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Why do you think is more better if you bike?). The response reveals

little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Because in the article it say, helping
for getting more physical activities is Key to better health this mean).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (chooises, opptions, choise) and
punctuation (chooises but; you in; T. Raad I; travel but) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 — A

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes no connections between
information in the documents and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus on commuting by car as harmful to the environment but lacks organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

organization.
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Anchor Level 1 - B

Quality Commentary

The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes no connections between
information in the documents and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus on automobiles as harmful to the environment but lacks organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

organization.
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4
| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B—Score Level §
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat stronger in

development.

Practice Paper C—Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in

meaning.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 3
| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E-Score Level 4
| Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.










Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The
Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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