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Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating papers for this exami-
nation. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process
and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Regents Examination in Global
History and Geography and United States History and Government.

Scoring the Part I Multiple-Choice Questions

On the detachable answer sheet, indicate by means of a checkmark each
incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-choice questions; do not place a
checkmark beside a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the
box provided on the answer sheet, record the number of questions the stu-
dent answered correctly in Part I.

Contents of the Rating Guide

For both Part II (thematic) and Part III B (DBQ) essays:
• A content-specific rubric
• Prescored answer papers. Score levels 5 and 1 have two papers each,

and score levels 4, 3, and 2 have three papers each. They are ordered
by score level from high to low.

• Commentary explaining the specific score awarded to each paper
• Five prescored practice papers

For Part III A (scaffold or open-ended questions):
• A question-specific rubric
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GLOBAL HISTORY and GEOGRAPHY

Rating the Essay Questions

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should
include:

Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task
• Raters identify the answers to the task
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for stu-

dent responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by

matching evidence from the response to the rubric
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the

scores and commentaries provided
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confi-

dent enough to move on to actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individ-
ual rating for a student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly
on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not correct the
student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be nec-
essary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point.

Rating the Scaffold (open-ended) Questions

(1) Follow a similar procedure for training raters.
(2) The scaffold questions need only be scored by one rater.
(3) The scores for each scaffold question may be recorded in the student’s

examination booklet.

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement
of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay, recording that
score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining the student’s
final examination score. The chart located at the end of these scoring mate-
rials must be used for determining the final examination score.
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Global History and Geography
Content-Specific Rubric

Thematic Essay—January 2003

Score of 5:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the causes of a specific political revolution, the effects of that revolution

on a society, and the effectiveness of that revolution in resolving the problems that caused it
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by choosing one political revolution,

explaining at least two causes of that revolution, describing at least two effects that the revolution had on
the society, and evaluating whether the changes resolved the problems that caused the revolution

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of a specific political
revolution, e.g., the French Revolution led to the overthrow of Louis XVI, an absolute monarch, yet it
created conditions for the rise of Napoleon, a dictator or the Russian Revolution addressed the problem of
land distribution, but it did not end poverty or inequity in Russia

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., French Revolution—Declaration
of the Rights of Man and Citizen, Girondists, Jacobins, Reign of Terror, Robespierre; Russian
Revolution—Lenin’s leadership of the Bolsheviks, Romanovs, Rasputin, Mensheviks, World War I, Treaty
of Brest-Litovsk

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 4:
• Shows a good understanding of the causes of a specific revolution, the effects of that revolution on a

society, and the effectiveness of that political revolution in resolving the problems that caused it
• Addresses all aspects of the task, but may do so unevenly
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of a specific political

revolution
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details
• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Theme: Change

Throughout history, political revolutions had many causes. These revolutions affected society and
led to many changes. The changes may or may not have resolved the problems that caused the
revolutions.

Task: Choose one political revolution from your study of global history and geography and:
• Explain the causes of the revolution
• Describe the effects this political revolution had on society
• Evaluate whether the changes that resulted from the political revolution resolved the problems

that caused it

You may use any example from your study of global history, but do not use the American
Revolution. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include the French Revolution (1789), Mexican
Revolution (1910), Russian Revolution (1917), Chinese Revolution (1949), Cuban Revolution (1959), or
Iranian Revolution (1979).
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Score of 3:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the theme of political revolutions
• Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects in a limited way
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate a specific political revolution, but not in any depth, and is more

descriptive than analytical
• Includes some facts, examples, and details; may contain some inaccuracies
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by repeating the task and concludes by repeating the theme

Some Examples of Limited Treatment of Task at Level 3

Causes of Revolution Effects of Revolution Evaluation of Changes
Explains two causes of the
revolution

Describes two effects of
the revolution on a society

Evaluates whether one change resulting from the
revolution resolved the problems that had caused
the revolution

Explains two causes of the
revolution

Describes one effect of the
revolution on a society

Evaluates whether one change resulting from the
revolution resolved the problems that had caused
the revolution

Explains one cause of the
revolution

Describes two effects of
the revolution on a society

Evaluates whether one change resulting from the
revolution resolved the problems that had caused
the revolution

Explains two causes of the
revolution

Describes two effects of
the revolution on a society

Score of 2:
• Shows a limited understanding of the theme of political revolutions
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task
• Develops a faulty or weak analysis or evaluation of a specific political revolution
• Includes few facts, examples, and details; may contain some inaccuracies
• May be a poorly organized essay, lacking focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly identify which

aspect of the task is being discussed
• May lack an introduction and/or a conclusion, or these elements may not refer to the theme of political

revolutions

Some Examples of Limited Treatment of Task at Level 2

Causes of Revolution Effects of Revolution Evaluation of Changes
Explains two causes of the
revolution

Describes one effect of the
revolution on a society

Explains one cause of the
revolution

Describes two effects of
the revolution on a society

Explains one cause of the
revolution

Describes one effect of the
revolution on a society

Evaluates whether one change resulting from the
revolution resolved the problems that had caused
the revolution
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Score of 1:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the theme of political revolutions
• Attempts to address a few aspects of the task in a very limited way
• Lacks an analysis or evaluation of a specific political revolution
• Includes few or no accurate or relevant facts, examples, or details, consisting of generalities
• May demonstrate a major weakness in organization
• May lack an introduction and/or a conclusion, or these elements may not refer to the theme of political

revolutions

Score of 0: Fails to address the theme, is illegible, or is a blank paper

Scoring Notes:

1. When evaluating the changes of a particular revolution, the problems mentioned in the
response may be presented as either resolved or not resolved, as long as that determination is
supported by specific historical information.

2. The evaluation of the changes, the causes, and/or the effects may be combined within the
response, or they may be addressed separately.

3. The effects of a given revolution do not have to be linked to the causes. Likewise, the
evaluation of the effectiveness of the revolution may or may not refer to the causes.

4. The effects do not need to be limited to the immediate time period of the revolution.
5. If Russian Revolution is selected, either the March or October Revolution may be used.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A

Anchor Level 5-A

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by explaining the causes of the French Revolution,

describing the effects of that revolution on French society, and evaluating the effectiveness of that
political revolution to solve the problems that had caused the revolution

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of the French
Revolution (the social divisions of the three estates caused political inequality and led to the start
of the revolution; different political parties such as the Girondists and the Jacobins sprouted up due
to political divisions in the Third Estate; the abolition of the feudal system resulted from the anger
felt by the economic inequality in society)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (estates; bourgeoisie; estates
general; Louis XVI; Jacobins; Girondists; National Assembly; Tennis Court Oath; guillotine;
Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen; Reign of Terror; Great Fear; Robespierre; Napoleon)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, i.e.,
explains the causes of the French Revolution, describes the revolution, describes the effects of the
revolution on French society, and then evaluates whether the changes resulting from the French
Revolution resolved the problems that had caused the revolution

• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple
restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The discussion of the causes and the
effects of the revolution is sophisticated. The conclusions and connections that are drawn are
particularly strong, especially when evaluating the outcomes of the revolution. The unique introduction
and conclusion add to the overall quality of the response.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B

Anchor Level 5-B

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task, but does so somewhat unevenly, using less detail and

discussion to evaluate the effectiveness of the French revolution in solving the problems that had
caused the revolution

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of the French
Revolution (the social divisions of the three estates caused dissatisfaction of the third estate;
Enlightenment ideas caused the bourgeoisie to demand more rights)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Enlightenment; Locke;
Rousseau; tax burden; Louis XIV; Louis XVI; Estates General; National Assembly; Robespierre;
Napoleon)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The many facts that are included in the
response are mentioned, rather than fully explained and discussed. The explanation of the multiple
causes of the French Revolution is excellent and contains depth and understanding. Although the
effects of the revolution do not relate to the causes of the revolution, this is not a requirement of the
task and should not be considered a failure of the response.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the causes of the Russian Revolution, the effects of that revolution

on Russian society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Addresses all aspects of the task by explaining the causes of the Russian Revolution, describing the

effects of that revolution on Russian society, and evaluating the effectiveness of that political
revolution to solve the problems that had caused the revolution

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of the Russian
Revolution (the virtual feudalism in Russia and the gap between rich and poor made the lower
class angry and wanting a new government; the effects of World War I and the focus by the czar
on foreign issues rather than dealing with internal problems led to dissatisfaction)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (Czar Nicholas II; feudalism; boyars; World War I;
Lenin; Bolsheviks; Alexander Kerensky; changes caused by the Communist government;
proletariat; treaty of Brest-Litovsk; peace; bread and land)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, i.e.,
explains the causes of the Russian Revolution, describes the effects of the revolution on Russian
society, and then evaluates whether the changes resulting from the Russian Revolution resolved the
problems that had caused the revolution

• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple
restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 4. Most of the generalizations are
supported by accurate historical facts. The discussion of the multiple causes of the revolution and the
results contains some factual inaccuracies (Russian people didn't want to get involved in World War I
because they wanted to focus on industrializing; education was given to everyone). However, many
insightful analytical statements are included that demonstrate a strong understanding of the causes of
the revolution.



Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that revolution

on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Addresses all aspects of the task, but does so somewhat unevenly, describing the immediate effects

of the revolution on French society in less detail than other aspects of the task
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of the French

Revolution (the spending, wars, and debt under Louis XIV helped cause the revolution; the
frustration felt by commoners because they were not heard before the revolution encouraged the
Reign of Terror; Napoleon’s rule was similar to the rule of King Louis XVI)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (Louis XIV; Palace of Versailles; Tennis Court Oath;
Storming of the Bastille; March to Versailles; guillotine; Marie Antoinette; Reign of Terror;
Robespierre; Napoleon Bonaparte)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. The response is more descriptive
than analytical, using a good number of details but not explaining them. Obvious causes such as the
inequity of the three estates and the Estates General are omitted, but the general causes (the discontent
of the commoner; economic crisis; the extravagant spending) of the revolution are explained and some
thought-provoking ideas are included. The response indicates an understanding that the revolution was
a long progression of historical events and simply not an effect of the inept rule of one king.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C

Anchor Level 4-C

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that revolution

on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Addresses all aspects of the task, but does so somewhat unevenly with a simplistic description of

the short-term effects of the revolution on French society and a general evaluation of the
effectiveness of that political revolution

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of the French
Revolution (the middle class were angry about the inequity between the classes in France, which
caused them to want to gain equal rights for men; the achievements that the middle class were
able to gain were short-lived because Napoleon had control and put France through turmoil)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (three estates; Storming of the Bastille; Declaration
of the Rights of Man and Citizen; National Convention of 1792–1795; France declared as a
republic; Robespierre; Reign of Terror; rise of Napoleon)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 4. The response has a good
understanding of the causes of the French Revolution and how the revolution affected France as well
as other societies (Latin America). The absence of a description of the events of the revolution does
not detract from the overall quality of the response and is not required by the task. The discussion
tends to mention details rather than explain them, particularly in the explanation of the effects of the
revolution. The generalizations drawn in the evaluation are analytical, but adequate details and
explanation are not provided.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A

Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the causes of the Russian Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on Russian society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Addresses most aspects in a limited way with few supporting details
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate, but not in any depth (although peasant promises were

met, the new form of government was strict and a danger to reckon with), and is more descriptive
than analytical (the effects of World War I)

• Includes some facts, examples, and details (Marxism; Bolsheviks; Lenin; peace, bread, and land)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes by summarizing the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Some thought-provoking statements
are made, but these statements are not fully explored and discussed. The introduction and conclusion
both attempt to analyze the effects of the Russian Revolution. The response has a good understanding
of the theme and the generalities surrounding the Russian Revolution, but fails to go beyond these
generalities.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3-B

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the causes of the Russian Revolution, the effect of that

revolution on Russian society and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Addresses all aspects in a limited way with few supporting details
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate, but not in any depth or with any explanation and is

more descriptive than analytical (under communism, the economy had been fixed, at least a little)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (World War I; the Great War; brief reference to New

Economic Policy; civil war)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by repeating the task and concludes by summarizing

the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. However, the response provides
only a cursory treatment of the task with a lack of detail and analysis. Important information, such as
a solid historical background and supporting details, is not provided.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C

Anchor Level 3-C

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, and the effects of that

revolution on French society
• Addresses the causes and effects of the French Revolution but fails to evaluate the effectiveness in

solving the problems that had caused the revolution
• Shows some ability to analyze the causes of the French Revolution, but not in any depth, and is

much more descriptive than analytical (Louis XIV’s unwise use of government money increased
France’s debt to heights it had never seen before; the burden of paying off this debt fell upon the
poor by way of taxes)

• Includes some facts, examples, and details (King Louis XIV; Palace of Versailles; estates; Reign of
Terror; guillotine; Napoleon Bonaparte)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by repeating the task and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. The response is strong in its details
when discussing the causes of the French Revolution and provides a general discussion of the effects
of the revolution. However, the absence of an evaluation of the revolution and the lack of a conclusion
limits the overall quality of the response.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task but fails to evaluate the effectiveness of this political

revolution
• Develops a weak analysis with no depth
• Includes some facts, examples, and details; but many of the facts do not support the different

aspects of the task (Storming of the Bastille, National Assembly; King Louis XVI; Declaration of
the Rights of Man; Marie Antoinette)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by repeating the task and concludes with a one-

sentence statement

Conclusion: Overall, the essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. Although at first, the response seems
to fit the criteria for Level 3, the description of the causes and the effects overlooks much important
information. The details provided are not explained. The effects are listed and oversimplified. Events
and goals of the revolution are confused. Despite the satisfactory organization, the conclusion is weak
and confined to one confusing sentence.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the causes of the Russian Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on Russian society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task but fails to evaluate the effectiveness of this political

revolution
• Develops a weak analysis with little depth (If not for [Marx’s] ideas and encouragement of

communism, Russia would have been like it was during Czar Nicholas II’s rule)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (Czar Nicholas II; Romanov dynasty; Alexi;

hemophilia; Karl Marx; Communist Manifesto; peace, bread, land)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a plan of organization
• Introduces and concludes the theme of political revolutions with a simple restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. There are some details and supporting
information, but the discussion is limited. The lack of an evaluation of the effectiveness of political
revolutions beyond the statement “revolutions have led to many changes in society that have solved
the problems that have caused these revolutions” weakens the response.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Attempts to address all aspects of the task but does so in a simplistic, cursory manner
• Develops a weak analysis with little depth (less famine and poverty after the end of the revolution)
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (Louis XIV; Versailles) and contains an inaccuracy (the

French Revolution was during Louis XIV’s reign)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by defining revolutions and giving a reason for them and concludes with a

general statement about the uncertain results of revolution

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for Level 2. The response attributes the French
Revolution to the building of the Palace at Versailles and the subsequent taxing of the population due
to this heavy spending. There is no mention of the Estates, the social or political inequity that existed
in France, or Louis XVI. This absence of essential information is typical of a Level 2 response.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Makes little effort to address the different aspects of the task
• Lacks an analysis and evaluation of the causes and effects of the French Revolution, making only

vague statements (in order to gain you must lose every powerful leaders)
• Includes few accurate and relevant facts, examples, or details, consisting of generalities, and

contains inaccuracies (confuses Napoleon Bonaparte’s conquests with the use of force during the
French Revolution)

• Demonstrates a major weakness in organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions with a restatement of the theme and lacks a

conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. No mention of the changes brought
about by the French Revolution is provided. Moreover, the examples of Napoleon Bonaparte and the
use of force are confusing and irrelevant.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – B



Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the causes of the Cuban Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on Cuban society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Makes some effort to address the different aspects of the task
• Lacks an analysis and evaluation of the causes and effects of the Cuban Revolution, making only

vague statements (what causes the revolution was the freedom that people wanted to have; nothing
changes because Castro still have his ideas of a communist nation)

• Includes a few accurate and relevant facts, examples, or details (Castro led the Cuban Revolution)
and contains inaccuracies (they [the Cubans after the revolution] became free from the colonial
empires)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions with a restatement of the theme and concludes with

the evaluation

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Few accurate and relevant details are
provided to support the theme. There is mention, but no discussion, of the effects of the revolution.
The writer seems to confuse the movement for independence from Spain (1898) with the Communist
revolution in Cuba (1959).

[42]
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – C

Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E
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 Practice Paper A—Score Level 3

Practice Paper B—Score Level 4

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the causes of the French Revolution, the effects of that revolution

on French society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Addresses all aspects of the task, but does so in a somewhat general way
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of the French

Revolution (the revolution failed at establishing a stable government right away but did succeed at
bringing Enlightenment ideas into the forefront)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (Old Regime; Estates-General; Jacobins; Louis XVI;
Napoleon Bonaparte; Battle of Waterloo; Congress of Vienna; Prince Metternich; Enlightenment
ideas)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with an assessment of the results of the revolution

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. The introduction and the long-term
effects of the French Revolution are particularly strong, but the general lack of detail throughout
weakens the response. The response makes thought-provoking statements, but they are not adequately
supported. The discussion of the Congress of Vienna and legitimacy is particularly interesting.

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the causes of the Russian Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on Russian society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Addresses most aspects in a limited way with many extraneous details
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate, but not in any depth, and is far more descriptive than

analytical
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (World War I; Alexander III; Alexandria; Alexi;

Rasputin; Lenin; Bolsheviks; Mensheviks; Stalin; Communism) and contains some minor
inaccuracies (Nicholas I instead of Nicholas II; Lenin put the royal family in a room and killed
them)

• Is a logically organized essay that addresses the task but lacks focus and contains digressions
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by repeating the task and concludes by elaborating on

the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 3. The response contains a number
of details that often lack relevancy. The evaluation of the effectiveness is not explained and is
generally weak. The superfluous information is a distraction from the task and does not serve to
support the analysis. However, most aspects of the task are addressed and the response does show a
general understanding of the causes and effects of the Russian Revolution.



 Practice Paper C—Score Level 5

Practice Paper D—Score Level 3

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of a cause of the French Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on French society, and a change brought about by the revolution
• Addresses most aspects in a very limited way
• Shows little analysis and evaluation and is more descriptive than analytical (using money to

entertain nobles; change from absolute to limited monarchy)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details (proletariat; bourgeoisie; Louis XVI; Storming of the

Bastille; Declaration of Rights of Man)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by mentioning revolutions that fit that theme and

concludes by simply restating the task

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for a Level 3. Although the response addresses
most aspects of the task, the supporting information is general and presented in list form with few
details. As a result, the effect of the French Revolution on social classes is introduced in the discussion
of causes but is not supported. The failure to follow up on the details that are provided and the lack of
depth of the treatment of the task give this response a Level 3 rating.

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the causes of the Russian Revolution, the effects of that

revolution on Russian society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by explaining the causes of the Russian Revolution,

describing the effects of that revolution on Russian society, and evaluating the effectiveness of that
political revolution to solve the problems that had caused the revolution

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the causes, effects, and effectiveness of the Russian
Revolution (the unwillingness of the czar to meet the needs of the people led to great discontent of
the government; the failed attempts at reforms angered the people and encouraged revolution;
military defeats caused the military to go against the czar)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Romanovs; Nicholas II;
January 1905 Bloody Sunday; October Revolution of 1905; October Manifesto; Duma; Marxists;
Bolsheviks; Mensheviks; serfdom; Alexander III; Russo-Japanese War; provisional government;
Lenin; NEP; nationalization of small industries)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, i.e.,
explains the causes of the Russian Revolution, describes the effects, and then evaluates whether the
changes resolved the problems that had caused the revolution

• Introduces the theme of political revolutions by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple
restatement of the task and concludes with simple statement

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5. The sophistication of the
discussions with the excellent use of detail strengthens the response. The evaluation shows a strong
understanding of the idea that the revolution’s effects addressed the problems that caused the
revolution. The structure of the response is effective, detailing the causes and effects in the evaluation.

[54]



Practice Paper E—Score Level 2

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the causes of the Chinese Communist Revolution, the effects of

that revolution on Chinese society, and the effectiveness of the revolution
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task with a limited discussion of the causes and a few

general statements relating to the effects and the changes
• Develops a weak analysis with little depth
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (mistreatment of peasants; China became isolated as a

result of the revolution) and contains some misstatements (the government wanted to become
communist but many people disagreed; this caused the Great Leap Forward which was led by a
communist leader; left China isolated for natural or imported materials)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization that lacks development
• Introduces the theme of political revolutions with a simple restatement of the theme and concludes

with a general statement

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 2. The response lacks details and
merely identifies the causes of the Chinese Communist Revolution without providing adequate
description or explanation. Some generalizations that suggest analysis are made but are not clarified
with details.

[55]
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Document 1

Global History and Geography
Part A Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—January 2003

1 What did Great Britain export along the Atlantic trade routes?

Score of 1:
• Identifies that Great Britain exported manufactured goods along the Atlantic trade routes

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: whale oil, furs, iron, lumber, ginger, silk, rice, meat, fish, sugar, molasses, slaves
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: Britain traded
• No response

Source: Steven Goldberg and Judith Clark DuPré, Brief Review in Global History and Geography,
Prentice-Hall (adapted)
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Document 2

2 Based on this document, identify two ways England has benefited from its location.

Score of 2 or 1:
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each benefit, listed in this document, that location has

provided for England
Examples: excellent commercial position; command of the seas; island location; secures territory from

invasion; commands a clear passage to the Atlantic

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: western ports on the Baltic; trade was faster
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: trade was helped; it gave advantages
• No response

In comparing the advantages of England for manufactures with those of other coun-
tries, we can by no means overlook the excellent commercial position of the country
— intermediate between the north and south of Europe; and its insular situation
[island location], which, combined with the command of the seas, secures our terri-
tory from invasion or annoyance. The German ocean, the Baltic, and the
Mediterranean are the regular highways for our ships; and our western ports com-
mand an unobstructed [clear] passage to the Atlantic, and to every quarter [part] of
the world.

Source:  Edward Baines, History of the Cotton Manufacture in Great Britain, A.M. Kelly
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Document 3

3 According to this document, what are two ways Great Britain has benefited from its geography?

Score of 2 or 1:
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each benefit, listed in this document, that geography has

provided for England
Examples: coal fields encouraged manufacturing; possession of good harbours is essential to maritime

trade; rivers served as natural canals
Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: sheep gave the best wool; broken up by mountain ranges
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: many natural conditions necessary to success are present
• No response

. . .England, however, has grown great in both respects. She is both a great colonial
power and a great industrial power. And she has been fortunate in possessing the 
natural conditions necessary to success.

For industry and commerce, no less than the command of the seas, are limited by
natural conditions. Modern manufactures cluster round coal-fields, where power can
be had cheaply; the possession of good harbours is essential to maritime trade; a coun-
try where broad and gently-flowing rivers act as natural canals will have advantages in
internal communications over a country broken up by mountain ranges. . . . When we
recognize that England is rich in these advantages, that she has coal and iron lying
close together, that her sheep give the best wool, that her harbours are plentiful, that
she is not ill-off for rivers, and that no part of the country is farther than some seventy
miles from the sea, we have not said all. . . .

Source:  George T. Warner, Landmarks in English Industrial History, Blackie & Son Limited
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Document 4

4 What does the map show about the extent of the British Empire in 1910?

Score of 1:
• Identifies the extent of the British Empire as shown on the map

Examples: the British Empire included land on six continents; the empire extended to many parts of the
world; the British Empire was all over the world; Great Britain was a large empire and
powerful; England was at its height

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Great Britain wanted to take over the world; the British Empire mainly conquered heavily
populated areas

• Vague response that does not answer the question
Example: it spread by sections; everywhere

• No response
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Document 5

5a What effect did Japan’s location have on cultural diffusion from China?

Score of 1:
• States an effect Japan’s location had on cultural diffusion from China

Examples: they could borrow ideas from China because they were close; Japan’s location allowed
sharing of information from China; Japan was next to China so China’s ideas were easily
transferred

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Japan was isolated; cultural diffusion was a great issue; location caused little cultural
diffusion with China

• Vague response that does not answer the question
Example: China had a great impact on Japan because of Japan’s location

• No response

5b Identify one cultural contribution to Japanese society that came from China.

Score of 1:
• Identifies one cultural contribution to Japanese society that came from China

Examples: centralized government; agricultural techniques; system of weights and measurements

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: cultural diffusion
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: they received things from China
• No response

Cultural Diffusion from China
500–1,000 AD

Japan

China

Korea
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Document 6

6 Based on this document, identify two ways geography affected the development of Japan.

Score of 2 or 1:
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each effect geography had on the development of Japan

Examples: few places inland are far removed from the mountains; no inland places are too far from the
sea; irregular coastline encouraged trade; land was protected on all sides by water but open to
the sea for commerce; fishing became a primary source of food and helped lead to the
creation of a great navy

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: mountains and bays; Japan’s coastline did not allow trade
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: on the Pacific coast; Japan has a navy
• No response

. . .The geographical features of Japan have much in common with those of ancient
Hellas [Greece].  In both there is the same combination of mountain, valley, and plain,
[and] a deeply indented coastline, with its bays, peninsulas, and islands off the coast.
Few places inland are far removed from the mountains, and none are really distant
from the sea. . . .

The land was on all sides well protected, and yet also open to the sea; and in each
case, too, there was free access for commerce and civilisation from early times. . . .

The deeply indented coastline of Japan provides a number of excellent harbours on
the Pacific coast, and its shores abound in fish of all kinds, the rich supplies of which
have for centuries constituted one of the chief articles of food of the people.  The fish-
ing industries have helped to provide Japan with a recruiting-ground for one of the
strongest and most formidable navies of modern times. . . .

Source:  Walter Weston, “The Geography of Japan in Its Influence on the Character of the Japanese
People,” in The Japan Society of London, Transactions and Proceedings, XX (1922–1923)
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Document 7

7a Identify one feature of Japanese economic life before the Meiji Restoration.

Score of 1:
• Identifies a feature of Japanese economic life before the Meiji Restoration

Examples: Japan was an agricultural country; there were few industries; Japan was economically self-
sufficient (self-supporting)

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Japan concentrated on industry; Japan had a weak military
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: Japanese economic life was different then
• No response

7b  Identify one way in which the Meiji Restoration changed economic life in Japan.

Score of 1:
• Identifies a way in which the Meiji Restoration changed economic life in Japan

Examples: they went from an agricultural to an industrial nation; the Restoration helped Japan
industrialize; commercial development and the conquest of markets added to the economic
power of the nation

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Japan remained self-sufficient and isolated; the economy was based on agriculture and
farming

• Vague response that does not answer the question
Example: the Restoration changed Japan dramatically; it restored Japan

• No response

. . .The [Meiji] Restoration found Japan [1868–1912] practically an agricultural coun-
try, purely and simply. There were few, if any, industries of importance. The agricul-
turists [farmers] produced sufficient food to supply the nation, and Japan was in every
sense self-supporting. Even the taxes were paid in rice, and farmers were ranked far
higher than merchants. History showed the Japanese, however, that it is very difficult
to maintain a high standard of national greatness when the revenue of the land and the
prosperity of the people depends absolutely upon the fall of rain or the hours of sun-
shine. . . . 

Besides the necessity, there was an additional reason to be found in the knowledge
that industrial growth would add enormously to the power of the nation, not only in
the Far East, but among European countries. It was recognized that industrial and
commercial development was a much surer guarantee of greatness than military
power, and that the conquest of markets was more efficacious [effective] than the
destruction of armies and navies. In this proficiency Japan desired to be the England
of the East . . . .

Source:  Alfred Stead, Great Japan: A Study of National Efficiency, John Lane Company
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Document 8

8 Based on the information provided by this map, state one reason Japan would want to acquire Korea
and Manchuria.

Score of 1:
• States a reason Japan would want to acquire Korea and Manchuria

Examples: Korea and Manchuria were rich in natural resources; Japan wanted iron ore; Japan had no
natural resources

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Japan needed manufacturing areas; Manchuria was closer than Mongolia
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: Japan wanted to expand more
• No response
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Global History and Geography
Content-Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—January 2003

Scoring Notes:
1. The task does not limit students’ information to the geographic factors of location and

availability of resources as stated in the documents. Students may also make references to
topography, climate, or other geographic factors.

2. Students must discuss the effect of the geographic factors; a description of the geographic
factors does not address the primary question.

Score of 5:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of at least two

geographic factors on the political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan
• Incorporates accurate information from at least five documents (see Key Ideas Chart)
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the political and

economic development of Great Britain and Japan (see Outside Information Chart)
• Richly supports the theme of the effect of geographic factors on the political and economic development of

Great Britain and Japan with many relevant facts, examples, and details, and the discussion is more
analytical than descriptive such as comparing the island location of both nations and the relation of trade to
that location by discussing the impact of the Atlantic Trade on Great Britain’s industrialization and the
initial rejection of Perry by the Tokugawa Shogunate and/or contrasting the development of Great Britain
and Japan as industrialized nations by discussing the important role of the availability of resources in
determining national policy)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple

restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 4:
• Addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of at least two geographic factors

on the political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan, but the treatment of the different
aspects of the task may be uneven

• Incorporates accurate information from at least five documents
• Incorporates some relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the political

and economic development of Great Britain and Japan
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but the discussion may be more descriptive than analytical

such as discussing the island location of both and its impact on industrialization and/or discussing the
important role of availability of resources in determining national policy in both nations

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, but may use the
documents in a less integrated manner than in a Level 5 response

• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple
restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Historical Context: The geographic factors of location and availability of resources have
affected the history of Great Britain and Japan.

Task: Compare and contrast the effect of geographic factors such as location and availability of
resources on the political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan
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Score of 3:
• Addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way by providing few details to compare and contrast the effect

of geographic factors on the political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan or addresses
most aspects of the task fully

• Incorporates some information from some of the documents
• Incorporates little or no relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is mostly descriptive
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and concludes by

simply repeating the theme

Some Examples of Limited Treatment of the Task at Level 3

1. Compares or contrasts the effect of two geographic factors on the political and economic
development of Great Britain and Japan as in a level 5 response.

2. Compares and contrasts the effect of two geographic factors on the political and economic
development of Great Britain or Japan as in a level 5 response.

3. Compares and contrasts the effects of two geographic factors on the political or the economic
development of Great Britain and Japan.

4. Compares and contrasts the effects of one geographic factor on the political and economic
development of Great Britain and Japan.

Score of 2:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task
• Makes limited use of the documents or may only restate the contents of the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details and may contain some inaccuracies
• Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus; may contain digressions or extraneous information
• May lack an introduction and/or a conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Some Examples of Limited Treatment of the Task at Level 2

1. Compares and contrasts the effect of one geographic factor on the political or economic
development of Great Britain and Japan

2. Compares and contrasts the effects of two geographic factors on the political or economic
development of Japan or Great Britain

3. Compares or contrasts two geographic factors in Great Britain and Japan, but fails to show
the effect on political or economic development

4. Describes the effect of one geographic factor on the political or economic development of
Great Britain and Japan, but fails to compare and/or contrast

Score of 1:
• Shows limited understanding of the task, but makes some attempt to discuss some aspects of the task
• Makes vague, unclear references to the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes vague or no accurate or relevant facts, examples, and details
• May demonstrate a major weakness in organization
• May lack an introduction and/or a conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Score of 0:  Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper
[68]
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A



[73]

Anchor Level 5-A

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of the

geographic factors of location, availability of resources, and some references to topography on the
political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the political

and economic development of Great Britain and Japan (England’s location made it difficult to
attack and conquer; impact of Perry and the United States on Japan; use of Japan’s military to take
over Korea and Manchuria; absolute monarchies flourished on the European continent while
England developed a limited monarchy)

• Richly supports the theme of the effect of geographic factors on the political and economic
development of Great Britain and Japan with many relevant facts, examples, and details, and the
discussion is more analytical than descriptive (natural resources aided the Industrial Revolution and
were a reason for imperialism; British control of its many colonies helped her become an economic
leader; ties the difficulty of Japan’s industrialization with subsequent search for raw materials;
Shogun government protected because of Japan’s isolation)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond

a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response does a good job in
balancing historical information and integrating documents into the narrative. Outside information is
used to organize the paragraphs and as a lead into the document information. Interesting and valid
conclusions are made and then supported with specific details. Despite a few questionable statements,
both the introduction and conclusion set the conceptual frame of reference, highlighting the unique
nature of the similarities and differences of the two nations and using specific historical examples.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B



[77]

Anchor Level 5-B

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of the

geographic factors of location and availability of resources on the political and economic
development of Great Britain and Japan

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the

political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan (Britain’s Industrial Revolution
used markets established from the Triangular Trade; American Revolution interrupted British
trade; frustration of Napoleon with the use and failure of the continental system; Hitler’s use of air
force on Britain; Battle of Normandy; Commodore Perry’s iron ships)

• Richly supports the theme of the effect of geographic factors on the political and economic
development of Great Britain and Japan with many relevant facts, examples, and details, and the
discussion is more analytical than descriptive (after American Revolution, British trade was re-
established on a different basis; Japan’s demand for natural resources increased as industries of
Meiji Restoration grew; island location sheltered Britain from events on the continent; landing of
Perry’s ships despite Tokugawa objections; successful blending of Japan’s traditionalism and
modernization; comparison of Britain’s long history as a world leader to Japan’s relatively recent
ascent to leadership)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is

beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the
theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The strength of the response is in its
organization and the thorough and balanced treatment of the effects of geography on political and
economic development in both Great Britain and Japan. Each point is based on a preceding point and
then developed to the next logical point. The historical facts and outside information are well
integrated into the document information and illustrate an understanding of the multiple dimensions
of history.



[78]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A



[80]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A



Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of the geographic factors

of location and availability of resources on the political and economic development of Great Britain
and Japan, although the treatment of the impact of geographic factors on political development is
less complete

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 2, 3, 5, and 8
• Incorporates some relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the

political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan (mercantile system; new markets
for Britain after the wars for independence; terrace farming; political stability of Britain; English
Channel shielding Britain from political conflicts; use of capital from colonial empire to support
industrialization)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than analytical,
mentioning information rather than applying it (Japan’s access to commerce not used much until
the 20th century; Japan adopted and adapted ideas; maintenance by Japan of isolation and
traditionalism; success of Meiji by obtaining resources from nearby nations; relation of wars of
conquest to development of Japan’s military dictatorship)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, but uses the
documents in a less integrated manner than in a Level 5 response

• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond
a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for a high Level 4. The response addresses all aspects of
the task by supporting each point of comparison or contrast with corresponding outside historical
information or illustrations from the documents. Generalizations depend on information from the
documents, but the use of outside information to support statements strengthens the response. Although
the effects of geography on political development are mentioned rather than explained, the discussion
of economic effects is strong for both Great Britain and Japan.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of the geographic factors

of location and availability of resources on the political and economic development of Great
Britain and Japan, but the treatment of the impact of geographic factors on political development
is less complete

• Incorporates accurate information from all the documents
• Incorporates some relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the

political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan (mountains of Japan led to
population density along the coast; defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588 gave Britain control of
the seas; Britain as the “workshop of the world”; Russo-Japanese War; British imperialism in
Hong Kong and Africa; Cecil Rhodes and diamonds; terrace farming)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than
analytical; mentioning information rather than using the information to expand on or explain
important points (fishing industry provides training for Japan’s naval fleet; seas as regular
highway for British trade; luck of Britain to have natural resources unlike Japan; relationship of
Russo-Japanese War to Japan’s becoming a military power; Rhodes’s attempts to connect Africa;
use of terrace farming from China to make mountains more farmable)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and

concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for Level 4. Although each paragraph is used
to address each part of the task adequately, the lack of continuity within each paragraph detracts from
the overall quality of the response. The integration and use of much outside information strengthens
the response.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C



Anchor Level 4-C

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of the geographic factors

of location and availability of resources on the political and economic development of Great Britain
and Japan

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 3, 4, 7, and 8
• Incorporates some relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the

political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan (British imperialism; English
Channel; “splendid isolation”; defeat of Germany in both world wars; Mongol attempt to invade
Japan; Russo-Japanese war; Perry’s visit to Japan)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than analytical,
mentioning information rather than applying it (location helped Britain quickly attain superpower
status; English Channel helped separation and noninvolvement in European affairs; British navy
helped imperialism and military power; lack of natural resources led Japan to imperialism;
improvement of Japanese economy after World War II; Japanese industrialization for survival)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, but uses the
documents in a less integrated manner than in a Level 5 response

• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond
a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for Level 4. The documents are used, but the
information is mentioned and not well developed. There are many insightful statements, but few
historical details to support those points. However, the analytical and integrated use of outside
information does strengthen the response.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A



Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way, providing few details to compare and contrast the

effect of the geographic factors of location and availability of resources on the political and
economic development of Great Britain and Japan

• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8
• Incorporates little relevant outside information (Britain’s limited monarchy; effect of British

imperialism on colonies; specific locations of the British Empire)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is mostly descriptive (Britain used

colonies and stripped them of their dignity; economic and political success led to power of British
Empire; geography a curse and a blessing for Japan)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond

a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. Although all parts of the task are addressed
at length, the information is drawn directly from the documents with little outside information.
Moreover, the inaccurate characterizations that are used in the comparisons lead to some confusing
conclusions.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B



[93]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3-B

The response:
• Addresses most aspects of the task in a limited way but only hints at the effects on the political

development of Japan and does not address the effects on the political development of Great Britain
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8
• Incorporates little relevant outside information (workings of mercantilism)
• Includes some facts, examples and details, but the discussion is mostly descriptive (natural

resources needed for industrialization; Atlantic Ocean provided easy access to resources for Britain;
variety of geographic features in Japan)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond

a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. Most of the response depends on statements
quoted from the documents with little outside information and few specific historic details to support
the information. The analysis in the response merely rewords the quoted information.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Level 3-C

The response:
• Addresses most aspects of the task but in a limited way by providing few details to compare and

contrast the effect of geographic factors on Japan and Great Britain
• Incorporates some information from documents 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7
• Incorporates little relevant outside information (island location provides natural barriers; spread of

British culture throughout the empire)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is mostly descriptive (access to

waterways from almost any area; coastlines beneficial to industry; trade essential to survival; Meiji
Restoration completely changed Japan’s economy)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and

concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. Much of the information used is directly
from the documents and not supported with specific historic details. The response identifies a factor
and then compares or contrasts that factor in both Great Britain and Japan. Conclusions are used to
integrate the documents and emphasize the theme.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
•••• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by describing the availability of resources and

mentioning location in discussing the impact of geographic factors on economic development in
Great Britain and Japan but does not compare or contrast the effects of geographic factors

• Makes limited use of documents 2, 3, 6, and 8
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (manufactured goods easy to produce because of location

and resources; Japan must rely on exports from other countries which led her to gain control of
Manchuria and Korea), and includes some misstatements (Japan is isolated because of the terrain of
mountains and valleys; geological factors)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond a

simple restatement of the historical context and concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. The response discusses the impact of
availability of resources on economic development in both Great Britain and Japan, mentioning location
as a lead into discussing the impact. The attempts at analysis are used to develop a single point.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by describing the effects of location and availability of

resources on economic development and makes a weak effort to compare and contrast the
geographic factors of Great Britain and Japan

• Makes limited use of documents 1, 4, 5, and 8
• Presents little relevant outside information (England as the “mother country”; location of Japan east

of Asia and England west of Asia)
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (benefits of empire for England; Japan’s realization that

agriculture was not everything), and contains some inaccuracies (flat rivers and hardly any
mountains in Japan)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and

concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. While location and availability of resources
are discussed for both Great Britain and Japan, the comparison and contrasting of these factors is
limited. The impact of these two geographic factors on economic development is alluded to but not
developed. Outside information is mentioned but is not linked to the task.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by describing the effects of the geographic factors of

location and availability of resources and mentioning the impact of geographic factors on the
political and economic development in both Japan and Great Britain

• Makes limited use of documents 3, 5, 6, and 8
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (Britain’s geographic factors make it difficult for others to

attack; abundance of coal for power in Britain; importance of cultural diffusion from China)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and

concludes with one sentence that simply repeats the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. The information on Japan is substantial
and organized with some analytical statements. The information on Great Britain is superficial and no
attempt is made to compare and contrast the effect of the geographic factors on the two nations.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
• Shows very limited understanding of the task by attempting to compare and contrast the impact of

location and availability of resources on both Great Britain and Japan
• Makes limited use of documents 2, 3, and 5
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes a few relevant facts, examples, and details (benefits to Britain because of industrialization;

increase in power of the British Empire from industrialization) and contains several inaccuracies
(Japan is a peninsula for better trade routes; Japan has many natural resources; Great Britain has all
the natural resources it needs)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization, but lacks focus
• Begins with a statement that reveals a limited understanding of the task and concludes with a

similar sentence

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 1. The response uses limited information from
the documents and then misinterprets this information. In the case of Japan, the response makes an
incorrect generalization (Japan is newer at these needs) and then misuses that information.



[106]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – B



Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
• Shows limited understanding of the task by making some attempt to compare and contrast the

effects of location on the development of both Japan and Great Britain
• Incorporates some information from documents 2, 4, 6, and 8
• Presents no relevant outside information (different religions, languages, government, food, industry

are not relevant)
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (location provides protection and a way to get to

the outside; water protects both Britain and Japan from invasion)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces and concludes with statements that are not related to the theme of the effect of

geographic factors

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 1. The response begins with an original
introduction that is not supported with the information that follows. The location of Great Britain and
Japan is generally compared and contrasted, but the numerous irrelevant and unrelated assertions do
not develop the theme.

[107]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – B



Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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 Practice Paper A—Score Level 4

Practice Paper B—Score Level 3

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of the geographic factors

of location and availability of resources on the political and economic development of Great Britain
and Japan

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates some relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the

political and economic development of Great Britain and Japan (Britain’s mercantile system; Battle
of Britain; Germany’s use of bombs to attempt to destroy Britain; Russo-Japanese War; occupation
of Japan by American forces; democratic form of government after World War II)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than analytical,
mentioning information rather than applying it (British modernization during the Industrial
Revolution not limited by natural resources; British factories able to cluster around supplies of coal
and iron; colonial empire allowed Britain to import needed resources; Britain’s strong navy
emphasized the advantage of being an island nation; cultural diffusion from China; modern Japan
continues to need resources but obtains them peacefully)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and

concludes with an interpretive summation of how the information in the response relates to
differences in the pace of modernization in both Britain and Japan

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for Level 4. Although the outside information is
no more than sufficient, the many insightful historic comments are well integrated and add to the
response. Many solid facts, examples, and details are used throughout the response to support the
themes effectively.

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way, providing little discussion on the effect of

geographic factors on political development in either Japan or Great Britain
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8
• Incorporates little relevant outside information (westernization and modernization in Japan)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is mostly descriptive (jagged

coastlines give easy access to the sea; comparison of British and Japanese imperialism; contrast
between resources of Britain and Japan; Meiji Restoration)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and

concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. Most of the information is directly from the
documents, but the response makes the points of comparison and contrast very clear. Conclusions are
made, but only general information is used to support them.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 5

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by comparing and contrasting the effect of the

geographic factors of location, availability of resources, and some topography on the political and
economic development of Great Britain and Japan

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the effect of geographic factors on the political

and economic development of Great Britain and Japan (Commodore Perry; Japan as an
archipelago; attack on Pearl Harbor and control of the Pacific in World War II; rule of Shoguns;
Russo-Japanese War; War with China; “sun never sets on the British Empire”; English channel
separated Britain from Europe; India’s choice of government, parliamentary democracy, modeled
after Great Britain)

• Richly supports the theme of the effect of geographic factors on the political and economic
development of Great Britain and Japan with many relevant facts, examples, and details, and the
discussion is more analytical than descriptive (compares pace of modernization of Britain and
Japan; Japan—a brother country to China; politics and economics of Japan changed during Meiji
Restoration; Japan’s relationship between industrialization and imperialism; separation from
European continent and impact on political development of Britain; influence of Britain on political
forms of colonies)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond

a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 5. The quoting of the
documents leads to a heavy dependence on the documents to organize the response. Even though
details are repeated in many cases, outside information is used, many analytical observations are
made, and conclusions are accurate. The introduction establishes the points of comparison and
contrast between the pace of development and the effects of geography, while the conclusion
strengthens these points.
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 2

Practice Paper E—Score Level 3

The response:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by describing the effects of geographic location on the

economic development of Japan and making one statement about the effect of geographic factors
on political development in Japan, but fails to address the effect of geographic factors in Great
Britain

• Makes limited use of documents 5 and 8
• Presents limited relevant outside information (importance of control of seas in case of war and for

trade)
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (effects of cultural diffusion on political development in

Japan)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by establishing a framework that is beyond

a simple restatement of the historical context and uses the last sentence for a conclusion that repeats
the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for Level 2. The response contains some
analytical statements, but they are not supported by historical details. Most of the discussion relies
solely on information from the documents.

The response:
• Addresses most aspects of the task in a limited way, however, the comparison and the contrast of

geographic factors on the political development of Japan or Great Britain is implicit rather than
direct

• Incorporates some information from documents 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8
• Incorporates little relevant outside information (spread of British language along with trade)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is mostly descriptive (coal is cheap

because of abundance; geographic factors help Britain become prosperous; geographic factors
protect Japan; Meiji Restoration important to Japan’s economic development)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the effect of geographic factors by repeating the historical context and

concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. The response depends entirely on
information from the documents that are integrated to address the task. Limited conclusions are drawn
from the information that is presented. The implied conclusions about resources and location satisfy the
requirement for comparing and contrasting.



Global History and Geography Specifications Grid
January 2003

Part I
Multiple Choice Questions by Standard

Standard Question Numbers

1—US and NY History N/A

2—World History 1, 6, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 23, 24, 26,
30, 31, 35, 36, 40, 44, 46, 48, 49, 50

3—Geography 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 19, 34, 37, 38, 42, 45, 47

4—Economics 17, 20, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 39, 43

5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government 5, 11, 21, 22, 25, 41

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard

Theme Standards
Thematic Essay Change: Conflict;

Effect on Political
Systems

Standards 2 and 5: World History;
Civics, Citizenship, and
Government

Document-based Essay Change:
Economic Systems;
Political Systems;
Movement of
People and Goods;
Scarcity;
Imperialism;
Nationalism

Standards 2, 3, 4, and 5: World
History; Geography; Economics;
Civics, Citizenship, and
Government
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