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Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating papers for this exami-
nation. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process
and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Regents Examination in Global
History and Geography and United States History and Government.

Scoring the Part I Multiple-Choice Questions

On the detachable answer sheet, indicate by means of a checkmark each
incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-choice questions; do not place a
checkmark beside a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the
box provided on the answer sheet, record the number of questions the stu-
dent answered correctly in Part I.

Contents of the Rating Guide

For both Part II (thematic) and Part III B (DBQ) essays:
• A content-specific rubric
• Prescored answer papers. Score levels 5 and 1 have two papers each,

and score levels 4, 3, and 2 have three papers each. They are ordered
by score level from high to low.

• Commentary explaining the specific score awarded to each paper
• Five prescored practice papers

For Part III A (scaffold or open-ended questions):
• A question-specific rubric
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GLOBAL HISTORY and GEOGRAPHY

Rating the Essay Questions

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should
include:

Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task
• Raters identify the answers to the task
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for stu-

dent responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by

matching evidence from the response to the rubric
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the

scores and commentaries provided
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confi-

dent enough to move on to actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individ-
ual rating for a student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly
on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not correct the
student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be nec-
essary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point.

Rating the Scaffold (open-ended) Questions

(1) Follow a similar procedure for training raters.
(2) The scaffold questions need only be scored by one rater.
(3) The scores for each scaffold question may be recorded in the student’s

examination booklet.

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement
of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay, recording that
score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining the student’s
final examination score. The chart located at the end of these scoring mate-
rials must be used for determining the final examination score.
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Global History and Geography
Content-Specific Rubric

Thematic Essay—August 2003

Scoring Notes:

1. The response must include two different geographic factors, but may use either two
nations or regions or may use a single nation or region as long as the impacts for that
single nation/region occur both before and after A.D. 1500. If the response discusses the
influence of the same geographic factor in the two different periods, only the first should
be scored. If the response discusses the influence of two geographic factors that are in the
same time period, only the first should be scored.

2. The response may address the time periods in any order, e.g., the response may discuss
the impact of oil in the Middle East before discussing the isolating effects of mountains
on ancient China.

3. If the discussion of the geographic factor addresses the time period both before and after
A.D. 1500, it should be scored as satisfying the requirement for the time period not
already addressed by the other part of the discussion, e.g., the response discusses the
effect of river valleys on ancient India and then discusses the impact of island location on
feudal Japan. Because Japanese feudalism spans the time period both before and after
A.D. 1500, it meets the requirement for the after A.D. 1500 discussion.

4. The time period does not have to be identified in the discussion as long as it can be
inferred from the response.

5. The response must indicate two specific geographic factors and associate them with a
specific nation/region. However, the response does not have to state the specific names of
the geographic factors, e.g., the response may discuss how mountains in Greece acted as
geographic barriers without mentioning the Pindus or Taygetus Mountains.

Theme: Human and Physical Geography (Geographic Impact on Societies)

Geographic factors such as land features, resources, location, and climate of nations and
regions affect how people live.

Task: • Select one geographic factor that influenced life in a nation or region before A.D. 1500, and
using specific examples, discuss the influence of that geographic factor on the people of that
nation or region

• Select a different geographic factor that influenced life in a nation or region after A.D. 1500,
and using specific examples, discuss the influence of that geographic factor on the people of
that nation or region

You may use any examples from your study of global history and geography. You must select
a different geographic factor for each time period discussed. For example, you may not write about
two rivers in different parts of the world. Do not use geographic factors from the United States in
your answer. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include the Nile River in Egypt, the
mineral wealth of Africa, the monsoons in South Asia, oil in the Middle East, Japan’s location near
China, the plains of Northern Europe, rain forests in Latin America, and mountains in eastern Europe.

You are not limited to these suggestions.
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Score of 5:
•   Shows a thorough understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a

nation or region
• Thoroughly addresses both aspects of the task, evenly and in depth, by discussing the

influence of one geographic factor on the people of a nation or region before A.D. 1500 and
by discussing the influence of a different geographic factor on the people of a nation or
region after A.D. 1500

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of the geographic factors on the people
of a nation or region such as the Nile River in Egypt produced great agricultural yields for
the ancient Egyptians, which allowed the people to diversify their labor, resulting in a more
advanced civilization or the mineral wealth of Africa encouraged the imperialistic policies of
the Europeans, resulting in the division of ethnic groups along colonial lines

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details such as for Nile River in
Egypt: irrigation, flood plain, pharaohs, slavery, trade, pyramids, social classes, papyrus,
hieroglyphics, polytheism, silt, Sahara Desert, Neolithic Revolution, diversification of labor;
or for mineral resources in Africa: gold, diamonds, copper, Cecil Rhodes, Boer Wars,
DeBeers, “Cairo to Capetown,” “Scramble for Africa,” Berlin Conference, King Leopold,
Belgian Congo

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the impact of geographic factors on people by establishing a

framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a summation
of the theme

Score of 4:
• Shows a good understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task, but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing one

geographic factor more thoroughly than the other
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of the geographic factors on the people

of a nation or region
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details
• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 3:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a

nation or region
• Addresses both aspects of the task in a limited way or addresses one aspect of the task fully,

applying Level 5 criteria
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of the geographic factors on people,

but not in any depth; is more descriptive than analytical
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the task and concludes by repeating the theme
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Score of 2:
• Shows a limited understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation

or region
• Addresses one aspect of the task in a limited way or addresses both aspects of the task by

mentioning, but not discussing, the influence of two different geographic factors
• May develop a faulty or weak analysis or evaluation of the impact of geographic factors on

the people of a nation or region
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
• May be a poorly organized essay, lacking focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly

identify which aspect of the task is being discussed
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Score of 1:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a

nation or region
• Makes little effort to address the different aspects of the task
• May lack analysis and evaluation or develops a faulty or weak analysis and evaluation of the

impact of geographic factors on people
• Includes few or no accurate or relevant facts, examples, or details, consisting of generalities

and little specific accurate information
• May demonstrate a major weakness in organization
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Score of 0:  Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A



Anchor Level 5-A

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task, evenly and in depth, by discussing the influence of

the Nile River on Egypt and then discussing the influence of natural resources on Britain
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people (Nile River in

Egypt: allowed the Egyptians to grow enough crops so that there could be diversification of labor;
the navigable river led to trade which resulted in cultural diffusion; natural resources in Britain:
the availability of natural resources made it possible for the Industrial Revolution to begin; the
need for additional raw materials led to the colonization of Africa and Asia)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Nile River in Egypt: Sahara
Desert; Neolithic Revolution; fertile silt; navigable river; pyramids; trade; Phoenicians; Greeks;
cultural diffusion; natural resources in Britain: coal; iron; steam engine; James Watt; textile mills;
Industrial Revolution; railroads; Bessemer process; colonization)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5. The strength of the response is in
its analysis, evaluation, and understanding of the continuity of historical events. The introduction and
conclusion are strong in that they indicate an understanding of the cause-and-effect relationship
between geographic factors and the development of societies.

[9]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B

Anchor Level 5-B

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task, evenly and in depth, by discussing the influence of

the Nile River in Egypt and then doing the same for oil in the Middle East
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people (Nile River in

Egypt: existence of the Nile was a unifying factor within the empire; it provided a breeding ground
for technology which enabled it to build the pyramids and develop transportation and irrigation
systems, which sustained its existence; without the Nile River, ancient Egypt would probably not
have flourished or existed; oil in the Middle East: the existence of oil led to hostilities as people
competed for oil resources; oil gave them economic power which they used as a weapon via the
embargo)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Nile River in Egypt: Nile was
a highway; Upper and Lower Egypt; polytheism; pyramids, harsh environment outside Egypt; oil
in the Middle East: black gold; OPEC; Israel; Arab-Israeli conflict; 1973 oil embargo; 1990 Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait; Persian Gulf War)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. While the response is a little uneven,
providing more detail for the oil discussion than for the Nile discussion, the depth of analysis
throughout the response shows a deep understanding that pre-existing geographic conditions dictate
human history, as stated in the conclusion.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A



Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task, but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the impact of

mountains in China more thoroughly than the impact of island location on Japan
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people (mountains in

China: mountains led to isolation; isolation led to ethnocentrism and the belief that outsiders were
barbarians; the Chinese did not need imperialism; island location of Japan: Japan’s island location
had an effect similar to China’s mountains; island location led to isolationism; Japan was able to
borrow ideas and form its own cultural characteristics)

• Incorporates relevant facts, examples, and details (mountains in China: Himalaya Mountains;
ethnocentrism; barbarians; Middle Kingdom; Great Wall; cultural diffusion; Silk Road;
wheelbarrow; civil service exams; porcelain; imperialism; island location of Japan: selective
borrowing; Buddhism; feudal society; shared values; no individualism)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Although the response overstates the
effects of geographic isolation on China, the use of supporting details is strong. This response clearly
shows that the same effect can occur with two different geographic factors. The discussion of Japan is
not as strong, nor as well supported, as the discussion of China. The discussion on Japan spans both
time periods and thus meets the requirement for the post–A.D. 1500 aspect of the task. The minor error
of referring to the Chinese civil service exams as “technology” does not have any impact on the score.

[16]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B



Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task, but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the impact of the

location of the Phoenicians on the Mediterranean Sea more thoroughly than the impact of oil in the
Middle East

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people (Phoenician
location on the Mediterranean Sea: location allowed for trade and development; trade brought
cultural diffusion; Phoenician ideas can be seen today; oil in the Middle East: oil gives the Middle
East political and economic power)

• Incorporates relevant facts, examples, and details (Phoenician location on the Mediterranean Sea:
Fertile Crescent; sailing technology; carriers of civilization; alphabet; paper from Byblos; purple
dye; oil in the Middle East: embargo; OPEC; dependence on the Middle East for oil)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The discussion of the effect of oil in the
Middle East, while correct, is not very well supported by historical detail. However, this is balanced by
the good historical detail in the Phoenician discussion and in the conclusions reached throughout the
response.

[19]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C

Anchor Level 4-C

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the Nile River on Egypt and the

impact of the lack of natural resources on Japan
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people (Nile River in

Egypt: the flooding of the Nile allows crops to grow; river allowed for trade; trade gave Egypt all
the items that they could not make themselves; river was the center of their ancient civilization;
lack of natural resources in Japan: lack of natural resources both limited and influenced them;
caused them to be good fisherman and sailors, which led to more sea travel, which in turn led to
contact with other people and the spread of cultures; the need for resources led to imperialism and
colonization)

• Incorporates relevant facts, examples, and details (Nile River in Egypt: silt; yearly floods; fertile
soil; lack of natural resources in Japan: terrace farming; dependence on the sea; industrialization;
imperialism; spread of cultures)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by rephrasing the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. While the response is not richly
supported with historical detail, it demonstrates a clear understanding of the theme by providing a
multitude of strong analytical statements. The discussion on Japan spans both time periods and thus
meets the requirement for the post–A.D. 1500 aspect of the task.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A

Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the impact of geographic factors on people
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in

Mesopotamia and the isolating geographic factors of China but does so in a limited way
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people, but not in

any depth; is more descriptive than analytical (Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in Mesopotamia: rivers
provided fertile land; rivers often flooded causing good and bad effects; rivers allowed for trade;
isolating geographic factors in China: Chinese people were very ethnocentric; during their
isolationism, other countries modernized; Chinese were badly beaten in the Opium Wars because
of their lack of technology)

• Incorporates some facts, examples, and details (Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in Mesopotamia:
Sumer; crossroads; fertile crescent; flooding; isolating geographic factors in China: Gobi Desert;
Pacific Ocean; ethnocentrism; isolationism; Opium War) and contains an inaccuracy (Meiji
Restoration)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response has a good understanding
of the theme, but often fails to go beyond generalities. Despite some good, thought-provoking ideas,
the detail to support these statements is missing. The isolating factors of China’s geography are
overstated, omitting the self-imposed isolation of the Ming Dynasty and incorrectly identifying the
Meiji Restoration as the modernization period of China.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B



Anchor Level 3-B

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Thoroughly addresses one aspect of the task by discussing how the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

affected Mesopotamia
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate of the impact of geographic factors on people (rivers were

used for irrigation; people were able to settle into permanent residences due to the constant source
of food; people were able to make progress in agricultural technology; fields could be tilled more
easily due to advances by the Hittites; the trade that the rivers admitted brought new technologies;
the growing population created a need for a written code of law; the rivers allowed for unification
of the area)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Sumerian civilization;
irrigation; flooding; switch from hunter-gatherer to permanent residences; Hittites; iron
technology; crossroads of civilization; Silk Road; Babylonians; Hammurabi’s Code; Assyrians)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response has a wealth of historical
detail and is strong in its analysis. If the response included a second geographic factor that was written
with the same detail, this response would meet the criteria for a score of 5. However, due to its lack of
a geographic factor after A.D.1500, the response cannot be scored any higher than level 3.

[28]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C



Anchor Level 3-C

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the mountains on China and the rain

forest on Brazil but does so in a limited way
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people, but not in

any depth; is more descriptive than analytical (mountains on China: mountainous surroundings
helped to isolate it; because of isolation, they believed themselves to be the most advanced
civilization; due to isolation, China’s culture flourished; rain forest on  Brazil: because of rain
forests, Brazil’s economy made a lot of money; as Brazil’s economy flourished, the geography
suffered through deforestation)

• Incorporates some facts, examples, and details (mountains on China: isolation; Middle Kingdom;
writing system; paper making; silk production; advances in science and medicine; acupuncture;
astronomy; Daoism; Confucianism; Chinese tea ceremony; rain forest on Brazil: lumber; rubber;
vegetation for medicinal purposes; deforestation)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the task and concludes with summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The generalizations that are drawn are
adequate, but sometimes overstated (most of [Brazil’s] economy was in the rain forests).The
discussion on Brazil is somewhat simplistic. However, the response includes several facts about
ancient China that support the idea that China’s mountainous surroundings helped lead to the
development of its unique isolated culture.

[32]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A



Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
• Shows an understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or region
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing oil in the Middle East and mountains in Eastern

Europe but does so in a limited way
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people, but not in

any depth; is more descriptive than analytical (oil in the Middle East: oil is needed because people
have machines and cars; because countries had so much oil and others had none, they could raise
the prices as high as they wanted; businesses were hurt by the rise in prices; mountains in Eastern
Europe: mountains are used in battles to protect people; mountains were good barriers between
countries)

• Incorporates few relevant facts, examples, and details (increase in the need for oil in the 1900s);
contains an inaccuracy (mountains are a great place to grow crops)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is a little beyond the task and concludes by

repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response provides a cursory
treatment of the task with a general lack of detail and analysis. Solid historical background and
supporting details are not provided. For instance, the same information could be used to discuss any
mountain range in the world and is not specific to Eastern Europe. Much of the discussion of the
influence of oil in the Middle East focuses on its influence on other countries and not on its influence
on the people of the Middle East.

[35]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B



Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses one aspect of the task by discussing the influence of mountains on Greece
• Develops a weak analysis and evaluation of the impact of geographic factors on people (many city

states were formed because of their different geography; separated communities formed with
different governments; once technology came about, Greece grew more united)

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (mountains; city states; isolation; Athens; Sparta)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Includes an introduction and a conclusion that are a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response contains an adequate
discussion of the effects of mountains on Greece. However, because the same geographic factor
(mountains) is chosen for both Greece and Japan, the discussion on Japan can not be scored.

[37]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task by briefly discussing the influence of the Nile River in Egypt

and mentioning the isolating geographic factors in China without identifying the time period
• Develops a weak analysis and evaluation of the impact of geographic factors on people (Nile River

in Egypt: the ancient Egyptians saw the Nile as a source of food and spirituality; they base their
very polytheistic religion partly on the Nile; isolating geographic factors in China: since China
was enclosed by mountains and deserts, they had no real contact with the outside world)

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Nile River in Egypt: fertile soil; belief in
afterlife; polytheism; isolating geographic factors in China: mountains; deserts; ethnocentric
attitude) and contains inaccuracies (Nile River in Egypt: the Nile is a river that runs along the
coastline of Egypt; they believed that crossing the river would land you into the afterlife; isolating
geographic factors in China: China had no real contact with the outside world)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a simple summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The very limited specific information is
neither discussed nor explained. While the time period in the discussion on China is not identified, it
most probably addresses the period prior to 1500 and should not be scored. Even if it is referring to
China’s continued isolation after 1500, the information provided has no impact on the final score for
this response.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – A



Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation

or region
• Addresses the different aspects of the task by briefly mentioning how mountains and oceans

isolated China
• Develops a faulty analysis and evaluation of the impact of geographic factors on people
• Includes few accurate facts, examples, or details (Pacific Ocean; mountains; Middle Kingdom) and

contains many inaccuracies (advancing Egyptians and Aryans; time period was called the Middle
Kingdom because they thought they were the only people on earth; Mesopotamia and Europe
would not know of Chinese inventions so they had to invent it on their own; people could not cross
the mountains on the other side because they did not know there was anything on the other side)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Repeats the theme in the introduction and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The attempt at analysis is confused and
includes many inaccuracies.

[41]
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – B



Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation

or region
• Addresses the task by briefly mentioning the influence of the Nile on Egyptians
• Develops a faulty analysis and evaluation of the impact of rivers on people (river has continual

flooding that served a purpose because it would water crops if there was a drought; coastlines
create a growing economy)

• Includes few accurate facts, examples, or details (flooding; transportation; irrigation; delta) and
contains many inaccuracies (drought; delta leads from the middle of Egypt out; river rises at a
specific time which the Egyptians have clocked so that they cannot be stuck in the water in the
middle of the night)

• Lacks focus at times; contains digressions
• Includes an introduction that refers to Egypt but lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Few relevant details are provided to
support the theme. The influence of the Nile as a source of irrigation and transportation is mentioned,
but not discussed.

[43]
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper –E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E



[55]

Practice Paper A—Score Level 3

Practice Paper B—Score Level 3

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the Yellow River on China and

island location on Japan but does so in a limited way
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people, but not in

any depth; is more descriptive than analytical (Yellow River in China: Neolithic people settled
there to use the fertile land for farming; river provided transportation for trade; the Yellow River
flooded and ruined many homes; ruined crops and left many people to starve; island location of
Japan: island location caused isolation; isolation changed lives because Japan was less influenced
by other nations; island created limited supply of resources which made them imperialize; irregular
coastlines helped Japan with its trade which allowed for Western influence)

• Incorporates some facts, examples, and details (Yellow River in China: Huang He; Neolithic
people; flooding; island location of Japan: limited natural resources; irregular coastline)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Simply repeats the theme in the introduction and conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response contains some good
generalizations, but these are not supported with additional facts. The limited discussion on Japan has
a seeming contradiction (island location led to isolation; irregular coastlines led to trade). The response
also refers to separate historical eras in Japan without providing important details, which would clarify
the discussion.

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task by discussing the impact of the mountain ranges of Northern

India and the mineral resources in Africa but does so in a limited way
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people but not in

any depth; is more descriptive than analytical (mountains in India: India had a unique society due
in part to its isolation from other cultures; the mountain ranges have hindered the spread of cultural
diffusion into and out of India; mineral resources in Africa: mineral resources have had a negative
impact on development because the companies have mined the resources and stripped the land of
other resources and wildlife)

• Incorporates some facts, examples, and details (mountains in India: Himalayas; Hindu Kush;
cultural diffusion; mineral resources in Africa: use of coltan in cell phones)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the task and concludes by repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The understanding that geography
influences people is present, but the response mainly deals with generalities. The use of coltan as the
mineral resource in Africa is interesting, but the discussion is superficial and the discussion of the
effects is simplistic and overstated.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 2

Practice Paper D—Score Level 4

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task by mentioning, but not discussing, the influence of the Tigris

and Euphrates Rivers on the area surrounding them and the influence of mountains in India
• Develops a faulty analysis and evaluation of the impact of geographic factors on people (Tigris and

Euphrates: land between the Tigris and Euphrates great for protection; mountains in India:
Himalayas isolated India and led to the keeping up of Indian culture; since India is on the
windward side of a mountain, it stays relatively cool)

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Tigris and Euphrates: land between rivers good
for agriculture; non-nomads; mountains in India: peninsula; Himalayas; Turks; mountains
determine climate); contains inaccuracies (rivers meant isolation; India is relatively cool)

• Does not clearly indicate which aspect of the task is being addressed
• Lacks an introduction and concludes by referring to the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response merely identifies the
influence of geographic factors on people without providing an adequate description or explanation.
Some generalizations suggest analysis, but they are not clarified with supporting details. However, the
response does indicate a basic understanding of the theme.

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Addresses both aspects of the task, but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the impact of

mountains in Greece more thoroughly than the impact of oil in the Middle East
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the impact of geographic factors on people (mountains in

Greece: city-states were far apart and travel was difficult, resulting in many cultures; the polar-
opposite qualities of Athens and Sparta; because of the geographic and cultural differences, Greece
was not able to unify to defend itself; oil in the Middle East: the non-renewable quality of oil
makes the product precious; the Middle East used its monopoly on oil to try to influence United
States support for Israel))

• Incorporates relevant facts, examples, and details (mountains in Greece: city states; Athens;
Sparta; democracy; arts; philosophers; Socrates; Plato; Aristotle; military; Peloponnesian War;
Alexander the Great; oil in the Middle East: nonrenewable resource; monopoly; Israel; United
States support of Israel; control of the supply of oil; higher prices for oil products)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by simply restating the material provided and concludes with a summation of

the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The details about the impact of the
mountains on Greece are particularly strong. The discussion of oil in the Middle East deals with the
control of its export, its impact on the United States, and its effect on Middle Eastern profits and not on
its impact on the people of the Middle East or a specific nation in the Middle East.
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 5

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the impact of geographic factors on the people of a nation or

region
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task, evenly and in depth, by discussing the impact of

geographic factors for the Nile River in Egypt and for natural resources in Japan
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate of the impact of geographic factors on people (Nile River

in Egypt: flooding led to successful cultivation of crops; physical conditions in Egypt allowed for a
positive view of life, which is reflected in their religious beliefs; the Nile had cataracts that
prevented invasion; lack of natural resources in Japan: the need of raw materials for
industrialization led to imperialism and military action; Japanese aggression led to the
establishment of internment camps; Japan became an economic superpower due to its irregular
coastline, excellent ports, and technological advances brought from the West)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Nile River in Egypt: silt;
flooding; papyrus; afterlife; Ra; Isis; Osiris; polytheistic; pyramids; cataracts; lack of natural
resources in Japan: Matthew Perry; Meiji Restoration; westernization; industrialization; lack of
natural resources; Pearl Harbor; imperialism in Manchuria, Oceania, China, and Southeast Asia;
World War II; torture; internment camps; atomic bombs; Hiroshima; Nagasaki; occupied Japan;
Douglas MacArthur; economic superpower; irregular coastline; ports; western technological
advances)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task

and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The discussion of the similarities
between Meiji Japan and post–World War II occupied Japan is particularly strong. The connections
between historical events are clear as are the ways that geography affects many different aspects of life
such as religion, economics, political stability, and foreign policy. Rich in historical detail, the
response provides a multitude of impacts for each geographic factor.
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Global History and Geography
Part A—Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—August 2003

Document 1

1 According to Camillo di Cavour, what would be one positive result of Italian unification?

Score of 1:
• States a positive result of Italian unification

Examples: make Italy glorious and/or powerful; elevate Italy’s intelligence and/or moral development;
make Italy great; make Italy one of the most civilized nations

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: it is ardently desired; petty questions divide us
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: it is a great question; it is a declaration
• No response

. . . Therefore, if we so ardently desire the emancipation [unification] of Italy — if we
declare that in the face of this great question all the petty questions that divide us must
be silenced— it is not only that we may see our country glorious and powerful but that
above all we may elevate her in intelligence and moral development up to the plane of
the most civilized nations. . . .

— Camillo di Cavour, 1846
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Document 2

2a According to Map A, how did nationalism affect the German states?

Score of 1:
• Identifies how nationalism affected the German states

Examples: pulled it together; it unified Germany

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Germany was separate states; Prussia was the biggest state
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: it made German states easier; it had more of an impact on them
• No response

2b According to Map B, how did nationalism affect the Austro-Hungarian Empire?

Score of 1:
• Identifies how nationalism affected the Austro-Hungarian Empire

Examples: empire was broken up; new nations were created

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: it was blown up; it was divided in two; Italians almost disappeared
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: it is bad
• No response
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Document 3

3a How does passage A express Israeli nationalism?

Score 1:
• States how passage A expresses Israeli nationalism

Examples: Jews are returning to the land of Zion/Jerusalem; hopeful for a new nation; to be a free
people in our land; it is Israel’s national anthem; it expresses the hopes of Jews

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: so it won’t be lost; Jews have spirit
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: it has been two thousand years; they looked to the East
• No response

3b How does passage B express Palestinian nationalism?

Score of 1:
• States how passage B expresses Palestinian nationalism

Examples: they want others out of their land; Palestinians want to be left alone; past is here

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: they pass between fleeting words; it is finished and should be forgotten; leave
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: memories of memory; go to different lands
• No response

B

. . . O those who pass between fleeting words
It is time for you to be gone
Live wherever you like, but do not live among us
It is time for you to be gone
Die wherever you like, but do not die among us
For we have work to do in our land
We have the past here
We have the first cry of life
We have the present, the present and the future
We have this world here, and the hereafter
So leave our country
Our land, our sea
Our wheat, our salt, our wounds
Everything, and leave
The memories of memory
O those who pass between fleeting words!

— Mahmoud Darwish, Those Who Pass Between 
Fleeting Words, Palestinian poet laureate

A

As long as the Jewish spirit is yearning deep in the heart,
With eyes turned toward the East, looking toward Zion,
Then our hope — the two thousand year old hope — 
will not be lost:
To be a free people in our land,
The land of Zion and Jerusalem.

— Hatikvah (The Hope), Israel’s national anthem
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Document 4

4 Identify one expression of Chinese nationalism from this passage.

Score of 1:
• Identifies an expression of Chinese nationalism from this passage

Examples: expel the foreign bandits; save our people from miserable suffering; practice the I-ho magic
boxing to protect our country; foreigners and their actions have oppressed our country

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: Chinese are inferior; a special notice was issued; Catholics and Protestants have outnumbered
the Chinese

• Vague response that does not answer the question
Examples: punish anyone by death; Christian converts

• No response

. . . Attention: all people in markets and villages of all provinces in China — now, owing
to the fact that Catholics and Protestants have vilified [made damaging statements
about] our gods and sages, have deceived our emperors and ministers above, and
oppressed the Chinese people below, both our gods and our people are angry at them,
yet we have to keep silent. This forces us to practice the I-ho magic boxing so as to
protect our country, expel the foreign bandits and kill Christian converts, in order to
save our people from miserable suffering. After this notice is issued to instruct you
villagers, no matter which village you are living in, if there are Christian converts, you
ought to get rid of them quickly. The churches which belong to them should be
unreservedly burned down. Everyone who intends to spare someone, or to disobey our
order by concealing Christian converts, will be punished according to the regulation
when we come to his place, and he will be burned to death to prevent his impeding
[interference with] our program. We especially do not want to punish anyone by death
without warning him first. We cannot bear to see you suffer innocently. Don’t disobey
this special notice.

Source: Ssu-Yü, Teng and Fairbank, John K., China’s Response to the West:
A Documentary Survey, 1839–1923,

Harvard University Press
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Document 5

5 Based on the document, identify one criticism Gandhi expressed about British rule.

Score of 1:
• Identifies a criticism Gandhi expressed about British rule

Examples: India has become impoverished; they take away our money from year to year; the most
important posts are reserved for the British; we are kept in a state of slavery; they behave
insolently towards us and disregard our feelings; because the British mistreated and exploited
India

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: he wants to drive away the English; India wants British government
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: impoverishment; slavery; important posts are reserved
• No response

. . . Why do you want to drive away the English?

. . . Because India has become impoverished by their Government. They take away our
money from year to year. The most important posts are reserved for themselves. We
are kept in a state of slavery. They behave insolently [disrespectfully] towards us and
disregard our feelings. . . .

Source: M. K. Gandhi, Indian Home Rule, Navajivan Publishing House



[63]

Document 6

6 According to these maps, how did nationalism affect the continent of Africa between 1952 and 1975?

Score 1:
• Identifies how nationalism affected the continent of Africa between 1952 and 1975

Examples: almost all of Africa is free; most African countries under foreign rule became independent;
colonialism ended in most of Africa

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: there was no change; more colonies were created; Africa united
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: got more land; there were many changes
• No response
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Document 7

7a Based on this document, identify two examples of nationalistic conflict.

Score of 2 or 1:
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each example of nationalistic conflict

Examples: Kurds in Iraq and Turkey; Tamils battle Sinhalese in Sri Lanka; Albanian Muslims and
Serbs; Armenians fight Azerbaijanis; southern and northern Yemen

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: struggles can be ancient; war and peace; religious and racial
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: difference in each ethnic group; tribal rule
• No response

7b Based on this document, identify one cause of these nationalistic conflicts.

Score of 1:
• Identifies a cause of these nationalistic conflicts

Examples: tribal hate; ethnic pressures; religious differences; racial differences; ignorance of ancient
claims; indifference to ancient claims

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: democracy; new world order; control of the mother country
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Examples: there are differences; determined by ambitions
• No response

. . . From Iraq to the former Soviet empire to the Balkans, the authoritarian state exists
as a piece of machinery, man-made, breakable, the borders etched by diplomats
ignorant of or indifferent to ancient claims and tribal hate. Kurds fight for their
freedom from Iraq and Turkey; Tamils battle Sinhalese in Sri Lanka; Armenians fight
Azerbaijanis in Nagorno-Karabakh; Albanian Muslims and Serbs circle each other in
Kosovo. Last week Yemen was the latest country to break apart, as those in the south
accused the northerners of attempting to further impoverish [weaken] them. The
struggles can be ancient and visceral [deep], religious and racial, the oppressed against
the oppressors. Where the valves of democracy allow for ethnic pressures to escape,
differences are settled by discussion; in the embattled outposts of the new world order,
it is the tribes that rule, and the nature of war and peace in the next century may be
largely determined by their ambitions. . . .

— Time, May 16, 1994
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Global History and Geography
Content-Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—August 2003

NOTE: As is the case with many historical topics, what constitutes a positive and/or negative effect of
nationalism is subject to the point-of-view of the evaluator. The response may discuss effects from a
variety of perspectives as long as the position taken is supported by accurate historical facts and
examples.

Key Ideas from the Documents

Positive Effects of Nationalism Negative Effects of Nationalism
Italy: unification; make Italy equal to the most

civilized nations; make the country glorious
and powerful; raise intelligence and moral
development of the country (Doc 1)

Germany: unification (Doc 2) Germany: German states lost independence
(Doc 2)

Austria-Hungary: freeing of subject nationalities
(Doc 2)

Austria-Hungary: breakup of empire (Doc 2)

Middle East:
     Jews: Zionism; free people in own land
    Palestinians: freedom in their own land (Doc 3)

Middle East: disagreement and conflict between
Jews and Palestinians (Doc 3)

China: remediation of Chinese grievances;
expression of national pride; to improve
people’s lives (Doc 4)

China: violence towards foreigners and Christians
(Doc 4)

India: social justice; desire for self-rule (Doc 5) India: breakup of the British Empire; loss of
employment for many British subjects (Doc 5)

Africa: end of European colonialism; establishment
of national independence (Doc 6)

Africa: Western Sahara and Namibia remain
colonies; continued white minority rule in
South Africa for many years (Doc 6)

Iraq and Turkey, Sri Lanka, Nagorno-Karabakh,
Serbia, Yemen: self-determination (Doc 7)

Iraq and Turkey, Sri Lanka, Nagorno-Karabakh,
Serbia, Yemen: ethnic, racial, and religious
conflict (Doc 7)

Historical Context: Nationalism is a powerful force that can have positive and negative effects on nations
and regions.

Task: • Define the term nationalism
• Discuss how nationalism has had positive and/or negative effects on specific nations and/or regions
• Evaluate whether nationalism in general has had a more positive or a more negative impact on the

people of the world
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Relevant Outside Information
(This list is not all-inclusive.)

Positive Effects of Nationalism Negative Effects of Nationalism
France: “Liberty, equality, and fraternity” France: Reign of Terror
Latin America: overthrow of Spanish rule Latin America: mistreatment of native peoples
Italy: establishment of parliamentary monarchy;

reduction in papal power
Italy: reduction in papal power; rise of Mussolini

and fascism
Germany: increasing economic and political

strength
Germany: “blood and iron”; militarism; Hitler’s

extreme nationalism
Austria-Hungary: dual monarchy Austria-Hungary: loss of power for empire;

“Balkanization” of central Europe;
assassination of Archduke Ferdinand as a
result of nationalist desires

Middle East: Jews: establishment of Israel as
homeland for Jews; Israel only democracy in
region; exodus after World War II;

    Palestinians: increased sense of identity

Middle East: details about the Arab-Israeli
conflict

China: principles of Sun Yixian; overthrow of
colonial rule; extension of territory

China: split between Republic of China and
Nationalists over Formosa; extension of
territory

India: India National Congress; Muslim League;
civil disobedience; division of India in 1948

India: continuing conflict between Muslims and
Hindus; division of India in 1948

Africa: return of ownership of natural resources;
continuing development of national identity

Africa: tribal conflicts; conflict over ownership of
natural resources

Iraq and Turkey, Sri Lanka, Nagorno-Karabakh,
Serbia, Yemen: details about national self-
determination (Dayton Accords; United
Nations protection of Kurds)

Iraq and Turkey, Sri Lanka, Nagorno-Karabakh,
Serbia, Yemen: details about ethnic, racial,
and religious conflicts; ethnic cleansing; rise
of terrorism

Other: reunification of Germany; Velvet
Revolution in Czechoslovakia; Solidarity
movement in Poland; redefinition of
nationalism in South Africa under Mandela;
repercussions of breakup of the Soviet Union

Other: rise of terrorism; conflict in Rwanda;
conflict in Chechnya; repercussions of breakup
of the Soviet Union



Score of 5:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by defining the term nationalism, discussing how nationalism

has had positive and/or negative effects on specific nations and/or regions, and evaluating whether
nationalism in general has had a more positive or a more negative impact on the people of the world

• Incorporates accurate information from at least four documents (see Key Ideas Chart)
• Incorporates relevant outside information (see Outside Information Chart)
• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical than

descriptive such as connecting Bismarck’s nationalism in uniting Germany to Hitler’s extreme nationalism
or emphasizing common elements of militarism and “ends justifies the means” mentality or connecting the
breakup of the Austro-Hungarian empire to the nationalist issues in the area today

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical

context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 4:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although treatment of the different aspects of the task may be uneven such

as discussing two parts of the task more thoroughly than the third part
• Incorporates accurate information from at least four documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details; may be more descriptive than analytical such as contrasting

the differences between Bismarck’s unification of Germany and the breakup of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire or describing the similarities in the growth of nationalism in China and Africa as a result of
imperialism

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, but may use the
documents in a less integrated manner than in a Level 5 response

• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical
context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 3:
• Addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way or addresses most aspects of the task fully
• Incorporates some information from some of the documents
• Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details; may be more descriptive than analytical; may include some

minor inaccuracies
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating the historical context and concludes by repeating the theme

Some Examples of Addressing Most Aspects of the Task Fully at Level 3

1. Defines the term nationalism; discusses how nationalism has had positive and/or negative effects on
specific nations and/or regions, applying Level 5 criteria. Fails to evaluate the impact of nationalism.

2. Defines the term nationalism; discusses how nationalism has had a positive and/or negative effect on
only one specific nation or region; evaluates whether nationalism in general has had a more positive
or a more negative impact on the people of the world.

3. Discusses how nationalism has had positive and/or negative effects on specific nations and/or regions;
evaluates whether nationalism in general has had a more positive or a more negative impact on the
people of the world. Fails to define the term nationalism.
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Score of 2:
• Addresses some aspects of the task in a limited way
• Makes limited use of the documents or may only restate the contents of the documents
• Presents little or no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
• May demonstrate a major weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Some Examples of Addressing Some Aspects of the Task at Level 2

1. Defines the term nationalism; discusses how nationalism has had positive and/or negative effects on
only one specific nation or region.

2. Discusses how nationalism has had positive and/or negative effects on specific nations and/or regions.
3. Defines the term nationalism; evaluates the positive or negative impact of nationalism.
4. Discusses how nationalism has had positive and/or negative effects on one specific nation or region;

evaluates whether nationalism has had a more positive or a more negative impact.

Score of 1:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the task, but addresses some aspects of the theme
• Makes vague, unclear references to the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few or no accurate facts, examples, or details
• May demonstrate a major weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or these elements may not refer to the theme

Score of 0:  Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper

Scoring Notes:

1. The definition of nationalism may be included in the introduction or in the discussion of positive and
negative effects of nationalism.

2. The same effect of nationalism may be positive or negative, depending on the supporting
information.

3. At least two effects of nationalism must be discussed. Both effects may be positive or negative or
one effect may be positive and one effect may be negative.

4. The discussion of positive and/or negative effects of nationalism must identify specific nations
and/or regions.

5. The evaluation of nationalism may support either a positive or a negative position if the information
provided supports the stated position.

6. The evaluation of whether nationalism has had either a more positive or a more negative impact on
the people of the world may be included in the conclusion or in the body of the essay. However, a
single sentence as part of the conclusion does not constitute an adequate evaluation.

7. The inclusion of specific facts from either part of documents 2, 3, or 6 that support the positive or
negative impact of nationalism and the evaluation of that impact may be used to meet the criteria for
incorporating information from up to three of the four documents required.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Level 5-A

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by defining the term nationalism, discussing how

nationalism has had positive effects on specific nations and regions, and determining that
nationalism in general has had a more positive impact on the people of the world

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 3, 4, 6, and 7
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (Mussolini; fascism; Hamas; constant

conflict of Israelis and Palestinians over Jerusalem; radical nationalists; conflicts in Chechnya
and Pakistan; Boxer Rebellion; Sun Yixian; Taiwan; Hitler and World War II; Nazism;
imperialistic powers; Nkrumah; Kenyatta; self-determination; India—world’s largest
democracy; independence of Eastern Europe since fall of Soviet Union; NATO; European
Union)

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical
than descriptive (ethnicity cannot be underestimated; nationalism stirred up by power and force;
national pride and honor dates back centuries; Italian nationalism held sometimes weakened
Fascist nation together; current-day conflicts sometimes extend from century-old nationalistic
disagreements; conflict over ownership of Jerusalem; radical nationalists die for country’s
cause; use of Boxer Rebellion to take control of nation; Hitler used nationalism as an excuse
when in reality regaining territory and expanding influence of Nazism to world; new nations in
Africa develop fierce pride in their nation; much violence could be eliminated if principle of
self-determination applied)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes with an evaluation of the effects of nationalism

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Information from the documents is
integrated with analytical statements. Topic sentences are used as historical generalizations that are
illustrated in the paragraphs. References and conclusions show good knowledge and understanding
of nationalism beyond that which is suggested by the documents.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B

Anchor Level 5-B

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by defining the term nationalism, discussing how

nationalism has had positive and negative effects on specific nations and regions, and
determining that nationalism in general has had a more positive impact on the people of the
world

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 3, 4, 5, and 6
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (Bismarck; Camp David; Balfour

Declaration; Hamas; Eastern Europe; independence for Soviet satellites and republics; Hitler;
non-violence; imperialism; industrialization; diamonds in Africa; Boxer Rebellion; spheres of
influence; land reform of Mao)

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical
than descriptive (Jews and Palestinians have not been able to reach a settlement for years;
nationalism helped Israel survive; nationalism contributed to violence; enemy must be removed
from the motherland; fall of the Soviet Union; faltering of economics and ideas in Eastern
Europe started chain reaction; extremists abused nationalism; Africa chosen as imperialistic
target; industrialism and changing technology made resources scarce; rightful ownership of
Africans)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Evaluates the effects of nationalism as more positive than negative in both the introduction and

the conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Information relates to the theme by
implication, but it is relevant and complete. Document information is combined with outside
information to discuss the effects of nationalism and provide support for the evaluation in the final
paragraph.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the treatment of positive and negative effects of

nationalism is based on a summary of document information
• Incorporates accurate information from all the documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Boxer Rebellion; self-determination in Latin

America; independence for Austro-Hungarian nations after World War I; Bismarck;
imperialism; freedom for Baltic republics after fall of the Soviet Union; conflict between India
and Pakistan; partitioning of India; Hitler; wars for independence in the former Yugoslavia;
division of India into three different nations)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical than descriptive (World War I
one of horrible violence; scattered German states unified under leaders; British abusive;
imperialistic rule in India; Africans established native governments with varying success;
movements for freedom have not come without a price; often violence and costly wars used to
enforce national spirit; struggle for power often insures establishment of new government;
dictators often took advantage of chaos to take reign of power; nationalist fighters in same
region can cause long-lasting conflict)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, but uses the
documents in a less integrated manner than in a Level 5 response

• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the
historical context and concludes with an evaluation that explains why it is difficult to say if
nationalism is more productive or destructive

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 4. Topic sentences enhance the theme and
give focus to the paragraphs, but the supporting historical information is predominantly summary
statements of the documents. The evaluation of nationalism establishes a good premise but then
merely reiterates information already given.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the evaluation is a generalized summary of

nationalism
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 2, 4, and 5
• Incorporates relevant outside information (national chauvinism; Garibaldi; Bismarck; leadership

of  Prussia; German declaration of war on France; Salt March; Boxer Rebellion, Taiping Revolt)
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details; is more descriptive than analytical (nationalism

used to create unified powerful country; war with France would force different German states to
work together; Austria divided which led to constant tension; Salt March demonstrated a new
kind of nationalism based on self-reliance)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization, but uses the
documents in a less integrated manner than in a Level 5 response

• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the
historical context and concludes by determining that the effects of nationalism are more positive
than negative

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 4. General premises are made and then
supported with descriptive statements that contain some specific historical information. A thesis,
which shows an understanding of the effects of nationalism, is established and substantiated
throughout the response.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Level 4-C

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task by defining the term nationalism, discussing how nationalism

has had positive and negative effects on specific nations and regions, and determining that
nationalism in general has had a more negative impact on the people of the world

• Incorporates accurate information from all the documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Bismarck; Bolivar; tribal conflict; Balkans; “divide

and conquer”; imperialistic nations; tensions between Indian Hindus and Pakistani Muslims;
sacred city in northwestern India)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical than descriptive (nationalism
rallied German areas together; Bismarck’s speeches managed to get everyone working together;
Germans shared common Germanic pride; South Americans rallied against foreign rulers;
African independence could not be possible without the glorifying and mobilizing effects of
nationalism; nationalism can make one human turn entirely against another; border lines are
drawn where people already have tribal conflicts and further complicates tension; force and
violence motivated by nationalism; bitterness grows along with violence; hatred of those who
are not members of the country and get in the way; nationalism can take a unified nation and
break it up into smaller ethnic areas; anger because of suppression)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 4. The evaluation uses the information
about positive and negative effects to formulate a conclusion that demonstrates an understanding of
the causes and effects of nationalism. Analytical topic sentences are followed by a series of
descriptive statements.



[87]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A



Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates some relevant outside information (independence from mother countries in Africa;

most of Eastern Europe divided into small, ethnic countries; Germany’s desire to expand is one
of causes for World War II; turmoil and fighting between Palestinians and Israelis continues;
fighting in India and Pakistan over Kashmir; border conflicts in Middle East)

• Includes some facts, examples, and details; is more descriptive than analytical (most countries in
Africa independent by 1975; small German states formed larger, stronger Germany; Cavour
worked to form a united Italy; negative effects of nationalism on Austrian Empire and partially
on Germany; Austrian empire divided; Jews got Israel; India freed from British rule;
nationalism could lead to nuclear war); includes some minor inaccuracies (use of “autocratic”
instead of “independent”; Cavour wanted to improve the intelligence of the people)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. All aspects of the task are addressed;
however, the definition of nationalism is weak and the evaluation of nationalism is overly
dependent on a synopsis of Document 7. Most of the positive and negative effects consist of an
expansion of statements from the documents.

[89]



Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B
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 Anchor Level 3-B

The response:
• Addresses most aspect of the task fully by defining nationalism and discussing positive and

negative effects of nationalism on nations and regions
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (nationalism gave Indians perseverance to

become free and work towards their goal; Italy unified in 1850s and 1860s)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details; is more descriptive than analytical (nationalism

brought Italy a sense of pride; Gandhi felt British rule suffocating his people; nationalism
created craving for justice; diversity in Austria corrupted them and made them weaker)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by defining nationalism and characterizing how it can be both a positive

and a negative force and concludes with a summary of the introduction

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. Although there is little integration of the
documents, relevant statements with some analysis are made about each case. Positive and negative
effects of nationalism are only implied, which weakens the development of the theme.



[93]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Level 3-C

The response:
• Addresses most aspects of the task fully by defining nationalism; discussing how nationalism

has had a positive effect on Italy but a negative effect on other people of the world; and
determining that nationalism has had a more negative impact on all people

• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, and 4
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Napoleon; ethnic cleansing; genocide; Boxer

Rebellion)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details; is more descriptive than analytical (loyalty and pride

to one’s country; nationalism leads to rejection of foreign influence; countries no longer want to
be economically dependent colonies of other countries; Italy separated from Austria-Hungary;
ethnic cleansing or genocide is a by-product of nationalism; people killed because did not fully
reflect nationalistic image of country; foreigners killed to eliminate outside influence)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes by repeating why nationalism has both positive and negative
impacts on the people of the world

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. The definition of nationalism also
explains the goal of nationalism. The discussion of the positive effects of nationalism is based on
information from the documents, which are not effectively employed. While the evaluation presents
outside information, essentially only one point is made.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
• Addresses some aspects of the task by discussing the positive and negative effects of

nationalism and minimally evaluating the impact of nationalism
• Makes limited use of documents 2, 4, and 6
• Presents little relevant outside information (Austria-Hungary participates in a world war; hard

times for Germany after wars; patriotism)
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (Africa has changed for the better because of

nationalism; most African colonies became free states; rulers in China did not allow subjects to
know real truth); contains some misstatements and misapplication of information from the
documents

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization but lacks focus; contains digressions
• Makes one general introductory statement in the first paragraph and concludes by stating that

nationalism has been more negative than positive

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. Documents are mentioned but the
treatment of information is confusing and erroneous. Most statements lack the specificity that would
indicate a clear understanding of nationalism. In addition, this response lacks a definition of
nationalism.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
• Addresses some aspects of the task by alluding to the positive and negative effects of

nationalism
• Makes limited use of documents 3, 4, 5, and 7
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes a few facts, examples, and details (negative effect of Palestinian nationalism; superior

feelings of one country over another, which can lead to many wars and problems; religion and
race have a negative effect on countries; growth of nationalist pride in China; Indians wanted
independence because Britain kept them in a state of slavery)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by repeating part of the historical context and concludes by explaining

why nationalism can be both positive and negative

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. With the exception of document 3b, the
response depends on general statements based on the documents.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
• Addresses some aspects of the task by briefly discussing the positive and negative effects of

nationalism and incorrectly defining nationalism
• Makes limited use of documents 1, 2, 5, and 6
• Presents little relevant outside information (Gandhi made India stronger and helped it to come

together)
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (Gandhi’s criticism of Britain); includes some

misstatements and some inaccurate conclusions (Africa went from a country of being owned by
a lot of countries to being free all over the continent; Italy free to live on their own with no one
to rule for them; nationalism is a system)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by restating the historical context and concludes with a general opinion

about the positive effects of nationalism

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. The response shows a general
understanding of nationalism. Imprecise, sweeping statements are made that show a minimal
understanding of the documents.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the task, but briefly discusses all aspects of the task
• Makes vague, unclear, and inaccurate references to documents 2, 4, 5, and 6
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few accurate or relevant facts, details, and examples (world wars tore the world to

pieces); includes several inaccuracies (Chinese not allowed to worship god they chose because
of a nationalist; English took over Britain; everyone learned war was not a good thing; Africa
became a free country)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization but lacks focus; contains digressions
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes with a weak evaluation of nationalism

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 1. Despite the good introduction and the
attempts to address all parts of the task, the misstatements and erroneous conclusions seriously
weaken the response. The documents are referred to, but the references show a lack of
understanding of their content.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the task, addressing only the definition of nationalism
• Makes no references to documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few relevant facts, details, and examples (people feel something special towards their

own country)
• Demonstrates a weakness in organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 1. While only one part of the task is
addressed, the definition of nationalism provides an adequate example to support the definition.
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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 Practice Paper A—Score Level 3

Practice Paper B—Score Level 4

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the evaluation is somewhat weak because it is more

specific to the particular cases that are discussed
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 2, 3, 5, and 7
• Incorporates relevant outside information (national chauvinism; Japan before World War II;

Manchuria; Bismarck; World War I; World War II)
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical than descriptive (motivation for

oppressed people to gain freedom; differentiation between different kinds of nationalism;
national chauvinism causes people of one country to believe they are superior to other countries;
Japan took nationalism to an extreme; both Israelis and Palestinians believe same land is part of
their country; because of strong nationalist beliefs, peaceful compromise impossible;
nationalism can inspire people to be loyal to their country and follow their country’s laws;
people fight to get independence from harmful foreign rule; people of one country can be
inspired to become united, but the people of the world are prevented from becoming united
because nationalism causes conflicts between countries; most wars happen at least in part due to
nationalism)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 4. Although the outside information is
somewhat limited and the evaluation of the effect of nationalism on the people of the world is
restricted to specific cases, the ongoing analysis and theme development is effective.

The response:
• Addresses most aspects of the task fully by discussing the positive and negative effects of

nationalism and providing examples to show how the impact of nationalism was more positive
than negative

• Incorporates some information from documents 2, 3, 5, and 7
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (19th century German unification)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details; is more descriptive than analytical (nationalism has

broken countries apart; brought hope to Israel; broke apart Austro-Hungarian empire; started
wars)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is a little beyond a simple restatement of

the historical context and concludes with an evaluation of nationalism

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. The response lacks a definition of
nationalism and depends mostly on information from the documents. Document references are used
to demonstrate how nationalism is positive and negative. The evaluation reiterates ideas contained
in the introduction.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 2

Practice Paper D—Score Level 2

The response:
• Addresses some aspects of the task by briefly describing positive and negative effects of

nationalism
• Makes limited use of documents 2, 3, 4, and 6
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (German nationalism joined countries together; Israelis

wanted to be free people in their land); includes some inaccuracies (kill all the Chinese people
who worship their god; Africa is a country; letting all countries in Africa be independent)

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization that lacks focus and contains digressions
• Introduces the theme with a general interpretation of the historical context and concludes with a

brief premise that attempts to evaluate nationalism

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. Positive and negative effects of
nationalism on Austria and Germany are included, but the information on Chinese nationalism is
confusing in its presentation. Accurate information that generally supports the positive and negative
effects of nationalism is contained in a limited analysis of the other documents.

The response:
• Addresses some aspects of the task although much of the information is general and does not

address the task
• Makes limited use of documents 1, 2, 3, and 5
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (Italy under foreign rule and wanted to rule

themselves); includes misstatements, faulty interpretation, and misapplication of facts
(confusion of role of religion in Austria; nationalism pulled everyone together in Germany;
misinterpretation of Jewish role in Palestine)

• Lacks focus and contains digressions that show a lack of understanding of the theme
• Introduces the theme by repeating part of the historical context and by including an incomplete

definition of nationalism and concludes with an evaluation of nationalism that is not
substantiated

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. Information intended to support the
positive and negative effects of nationalism is contained in a very limited analysis of the documents.
The attempt to address positive and negative effects of nationalism in Austria and Germany is
limited and the treatment of Israeli nationalism is unclear.
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 5

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task by defining the term nationalism, discussing how nationalism

has had mostly negative effects on specific nations and regions, and determining that
nationalism in general has had a negative impact on the people of the world

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates relevant outside information (civil liberties; genocide; ultra-nationalism;

patriotism; Bismarck’s wars with Austria and France; Bismarck; World War II; Aryan race;
mass extermination of Jews; civil war between Hindus and Muslims)

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details; is more analytical than descriptive (strong feeling
of nationalism often has negative outcomes; power of nationalism stronger than weapons;
nationalism available to any power-hungry future dictator; nationalism and its partner ultra-
nationalism; Hitler’s feeling for land and idea of the Aryan race deeply reflected his
nationalistic views; breakup of Austro-Hungarian empire caused more by nationalism than wars
and violence; roots of current unrest can be traced to breakup of the Austro-Hungarian empire;
independence movement in India led to conflict between Hindus and Muslims; nationalism like
a disease)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 5. The introduction is a thorough treatment
of the definition of nationalism and establishes the premise of nationalism as a negative force. The
focus of negative outcomes of nationalism is sustained throughout an interpretative narrative.
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Global History and Geography Specifications Grid
August 2003

Part I
Multiple Choice Questions by Standard

Standard Question Numbers
1—US and NY History

2—World History 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 13, 14, 15, 18, 23, 25, 26, 28,
29, 31, 35, 39, 42, 43, 44, 47

3—Geography 5, 10, 11, 17, 20, 30, 37, 38, 45, 46, 50
4—Economics 3, 12, 19, 21, 24, 32, 33, 40, 48, 49
5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government 4, 8, 16, 22, 27, 34, 36, 41

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard

Theme STANDARDS
Thematic Essay Human and Physical

Geography
Standards 2, 3, and 4: World

History; Geography;
Economics

Document-based Essay Nationalism Standards 2, 3, and 4: World
History; Geography;
Economics
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57

66
70

73
77

80
84

87
90

92
95

97
27

28
32

36
40

43
47

51
55

59
63

66
58

67
71

75
78

81
85

88
90

93
96

98
28

29
33

37
41

45
49

52
56

60
64

67
59

69
72

76
79

82
86

89
91

94
96

99

Total Part I and Part III A Score

29
31

34
38

42
46

50
54

57
61

65
69

Total  Part I and Part III A Score (continued)

60
70

73
77

80
84

87
90

92
95

97
99

30
32

36
40

43
47

51
55

59
63

66
70

61
71

75
78

81
85

88
90

93
96

98
10

0


