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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A



[14]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
∑ Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural

resources and nature to fulfill their needs and wants by including information from most
of the documents

∑ Incorporates relevant outside information related to the lives of the Iroquois (walking
barefoot during the summer; several families lived in a longhouse)

∑ Consistently uses accurate information to discuss the Iroquois’ use of natural resources to
meet their needs and wants such as the detailed description of how the Iroquois used trees
and wood for shelter, transportation, and entertainment

∑ Develops ideas fully and thoroughly, explaining how the Iroquois used the turtle shell as a
calendar

∑ Demonstrates a logical plan of organization and coherence with a good introduction, a
detailed body, and an adequate conclusion

∑ Consistently expresses ideas clearly about the Iroquois’ use of natural resources

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 4. Information from most of the
documents is incorporated into the essay to explain in detail the Iroquois’ use of natural
resources and nature for meeting their needs and wants. Some outside information was
included. The essay is well organized.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B



Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
∑ Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural

resources and nature to fulfill their needs and wants by including information from most of
the documents

∑ Incorporates no outside information related to the lives of the Iroquois
∑ Consistently uses accurate data to discuss the Iroquois’ use of natural resources to meet

their needs and wants such as the use of the five-feathered fan for the eagle dance
∑ Develops ideas reasonably well with some thorough explanations of how the Iroquois used

the natural resources and makes connections from the resource to the specific use
∑ Demonstrates problems with organization by failing to indicate paragraphs, but the single

paragraph does include an introduction and a conclusion and the information is organized
∑ Expresses ideas adequately about the Iroquois’ use of natural resources

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for Level 4. Accurate information from
most of the documents is incorporated into the essay to explain in detail the Iroquois’ use of
natural resources and nature for meeting their needs and wants. The lack of outside information
does not affect the score; however, the weak organization makes this paper a low 4.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A

Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
∑ Addresses most aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources and

nature to fulfill their needs and wants by including information from most of the
documents

∑ Includes accurate data, using specific examples from the documents, but has a inaccurate
reference to Iroquois shoes being made of wood

∑ Develops ideas satisfactorily with few supporting details except for three specific topics
(ceremonial objects, clothing, and the peach pit game)

∑ Organizes the information in a list style with a weak introduction and conclusion
∑ Expresses ideas clearly about the Iroquois’ use of natural resources

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. The information included in the
essay is mostly accurate. Many details are listed, but only a few topics are expanded upon
with appropriate details. The essay is generally well organized, but the list style and the lack
of connections detract from the overall quality.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B



Anchor Level 3-B

The response:
∑ Addresses most aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources and

nature to fulfill their needs and wants by including information from several documents
∑ Includes accurate data, using specific examples from the documents, but has an inaccurate

reference to the Iroquois eating tomatoes
∑ Develops ideas with some details, but does not expand upon the connection between the

resource and the use
∑ Demonstrates a logical plan of organization with a strong introduction and conclusion by

giving the natural resource, but then only listing its uses
∑ Expresses ideas clearly

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. The essay is logically organized so
that it addresses one resource at a time and all its uses, but it does not elaborate on the
connection between the resource and its use. Some outside information (deer used for meat,
plants for medicine) is provided, but the lack of explanation, the list style, and the limited
development of some ideas make this paper clearly a level 3 score.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C



Anchor Level 3-C

The response:
∑ Addresses most aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources and

nature to fulfill their needs and wants by including information from several documents
∑ Includes accurate data, but has an inaccurate reference to moccasins being made of

porcupine quills
∑ Develops ideas with few details and does not expand upon the connection between the

resource and the use
∑ Demonstrates a logical plan of organization but has no introduction or conclusion
∑ Expresses ideas by giving the natural resource, but then only listing its uses

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits most of the criteria for Level 3. The essay is organized so
that it addresses one resource at a time and its uses, but it makes no connections between
these and provides no supporting details.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
∑ Addresses some aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources to

fulfill their needs and wants by including information from most of the documents
∑ Uses accurate data from the documents, but only makes a list
∑ Demonstrates weaknesses in the development of ideas with no supporting details
∑ Attempts to organize ideas by stating a resource and then listing uses, but is weak and

brief
∑ Attempts to express ideas clearly but has no introduction and no conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. Even though several documents
have been accurately referred to, the entire essay is simply a listing of three resources and
how the Iroquois used them. No specific details are included.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
∑ Addresses some aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources to

fulfill their needs and wants by including information from several of the documents
∑ Uses accurate data but includes some irrelevant information (today the Iroquois live on a

reservation) and inaccurate information (they might make dolls of stuffed animals)
∑ Develops ideas with vague references to the documents, making weak connections

between the natural resource and its use
∑ Attempts to organize ideas but goes off the topic
∑ Attempts to express ideas clearly but does not do so fully and completely

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. The essay vaguely refers to
several of the documents. Accurate data is mixed in with irrelevant information and
inaccuracies. An attempt is made to organize the essay, but it lacks focus.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C



Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
∑ Addresses some aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources to

fulfill their needs and wants by including only minor pieces of information from some of
the documents

∑ Uses some accurate data but has mostly irrelevant information (searched for days
sometimes looking for food)

∑ Demonstrates weaknesses in the development of ideas, listing and repeating irrelevant
details

∑ Attempts to organize ideas but goes off the topic
∑ Attempts to express ideas clearly but does not succeed

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. The essay gives a list of natural
resources but makes little attempt to show any connections as to how the Iroquois used them.
The response includes a large amount of irrelevant information, makes only vague references
to the documents, and lacks focus.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
∑ Shows limited understanding of the task (my story on the Iroquois)
∑ Uses little specific information to support ideas
∑ Vaguely refers to the documents
∑ Lacks a plan of organization
∑ Does not express ideas clearly

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 1. Although the essay makes
reference to sticks and bark for houses, it does not show an understanding that these are
natural resources.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
∑ Shows little understanding of the task
∑ Uses irrelevant outside information (put their ear to the ground and track a fox)
∑ Vaguely refers to one document (they knew how to construct houses out of wood)
∑ Attempts a plan of organization, but it is weak
∑ Does not express ideas clearly

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 1. This essay does not demonstrate
an understanding of the task. Other than one vague reference to a document, few connections
were made between natural resources and how the Iroquois used them. The essay includes
much irrelevant information.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 0 – A

Anchor Level 0

The response:
∑ Fails to answer the question and is totally unrelated to the topic, referring to only one

document
∑ Misunderstands information in the document
∑ Uses very little accurate information

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 0. Even though there is an attempt to
address one document, the information is mixed up and unrelated to the task.



Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A

Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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 Practice Paper A—Score Level 3

Practice Paper B—Score Level 1

Practice Paper C—Score Level 3

The response:
∑ Addresses most aspects of the task by including information from several documents relating

how the Iroquois used natural resources and nature to fulfill their needs and wants
∑ Includes accurate data from several documents using specific examples from the documents

and some outside information (planting seeds for food, needed water to survive)
∑ Develops ideas satisfactorily with some supporting details, expanding upon the connection

between a few of the resources and their uses
∑ Demonstrates a simple, but logical plan of organization although the introduction and

conclusion are weak
∑ Expresses ideas clearly

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. The essay is developed logically with
minimal explanation of the connections between resources and their uses. Several of the
documents are referred to with the addition of some outside information.

The response:
∑ Shows little understanding of the task
∑ Uses no specific information, making no connections of goods with natural resources
∑ Lists data from most of the documents
∑ Lacks a plan of organization
∑ Attempts to express ideas

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 1. This essay does not demonstrate an
understanding of the task, merely making a list of things that the Iroquois made.

The response:
∑ Addresses most aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources to

fulfill their needs and wants by including information from a few documents
∑ Uses mostly accurate data, provides some outside information (used tools for killing animals

for food; games bring families closer and children make new friends; they ate food so they
didn’t starve; they wore clothes so they wouldn’t get cold), and includes some inaccurate
information (they made clothes out of porcupine quills)

∑ Develops ideas with some supporting details from the documents
∑ Attempts to organize ideas with a satisfactory introduction relating to the basic needs of the

Iroquois and then lists information
∑ Attempts to express ideas clearly

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 3. It begins with a summary of the basic
needs of the Iroquois and then focuses on a few documents to provide the supporting details by
using a simple list of information.
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 2

Practice Paper E—Score Level 4

The response:
∑ Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by including information from several

documents relating how the Iroquois used natural resources and nature to fulfill their needs
and wants

∑ Incorporates relevant outside information related to the lives of the Iroquois (making a paste
out of mud to stick things together)

∑ Consistently uses accurate data to discuss the Iroquois’ use of natural resources to meet their
needs and wants (deer skins for different types of clothing)

∑ Develops ideas thoroughly with many details
∑ Demonstrates a logical plan of organization and coherence with a strong introduction, a

detailed body, and an adequate conclusion
∑ Consistently expresses ideas clearly about the Iroquois’ use of natural resources

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 4. Many examples of the Iroquois’ use
of natural resources and nature to meet their needs and wants are explained and expanded
throughout the essay. Outside information is incorporated, making connections to the documents.
The essay is clearly organized and well developed.

The response:
∑ Addresses some aspects of the task of relating how the Iroquois used natural resources to

fulfill their needs and wants by including information from a few documents
∑ Uses accurate data but has some irrelevant information (up to ten families live in a

longhouse) and some inaccurate information (moccasins are made out of porcupine quills)
∑ Develops ideas minimally with few supporting details
∑ Attempts to organize ideas
∑ Attempts to express ideas clearly

Conclusion: Overall, the essay fits the criteria for Level 2. The essay refers to just three
documents but does include some supporting details. Accurate data is mixed in with some
irrelevant information and one inaccuracy, but the essay is organized and clearly written.
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Grade 5 Elementary-Level Social Studies

Definitions of Levels for Academic Intervention Services (AIS)

Performance Level Range of Final Scores Definitions

4

Meeting the
Standards with

Distinction

85–100

Shows evidence of superior understanding of the content and
concepts and the skills required for intermediate-level
achievement in each of the learning standards and key ideas
assessed in social studies.
Shows evidence of superior ability to apply the social studies
content, concepts, and skills required for entering secondary
academic environments.

3

Meeting the
Standards

65–84

Shows knowledge and understanding of the content and
concepts and the skills required for intermediate-level
achievement of the five learning standards that are assessed
in social studies.
Shows the ability to apply the social studies content,
concepts, and skills required for entering secondary
academic environments.

2

Not Fully Meeting
the Standards

58–64

Shows only minimal knowledge and understanding of the
content and concepts and the skills required for intermediate-
level achievement of the five learning standards that are
assessed in social studies.
Shows only minimal knowledge of the social studies content,
concepts, and skills required for entering secondary
academic environments.

1

Not Meeting the
Standards

0–57

Is unable to show proficiency in understanding the content
and concepts and the skills required for intermediate-level
achievement in any or most of the learning standards and key
ideas assessed in social studies.
Is unable to show evidence of an ability to apply the social
studies content, concepts, and skills required for entering
secondary academic environments.

NOTE:  The range of final scores shown in this chart supercedes the performance-level range of final
scores that was included in the Grade 5 Manual for Administrators and Teachers.
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