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Anchor Level 3 – A 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis 

(Sannazaro is saying that there is no problem in the world that can not be solved). The response 

makes superficial connections between the criteria and The Crucible (So the way this connects to 

the quote is that John Proctor solved his problem and repitation by sacraficing his life).  

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (The protagonist John Proctor and his 

wife were two of people accussed in the trail). The response relies on plot summary and makes no 

reference to a second text. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that there is no problem you can not solve in the 

world. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first explaining and agreeing with the 

lens, then discussing in a single paragraph how The Crucible proves this quote true, and concluding 

with a reiteration of the introduction. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (The Crucible proves this 

because innocent people of Salem were being accused of doing witchcraft when they didn’t). The 

response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven 

success (Sacraficing your life for something you believe in might not always be a good solution but 

thats how some people would rather do it). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (accussed, trail, repitation) 

and punctuation (protagonist John Proctor and, thats, said that “there) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response best fits the criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3 

because the response addresses only one text. 
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Anchor Level 3 – B 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (It means 

that when you have issues in life you can fix it). The response makes superficial connections between 

the criteria and the chosen texts The Secret Life of Bees (People are being racist, Lily’s life still turns 

out really really good) and A Yellow Raft in Blue Water (People treat her bad because she is black, 

but at the end gets a better life).  

Development Develops ideas briefly using some evidence from both texts that includes the relevancy of setting in 

The Secret Life of Bees (It takes place during the Civil Rights Movement) and in A Yellow Raft in 

Blue Water (the setting is on a reservation and Rayona is half black). 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus in that it states issues characters face and that 

life improves for them, but does not address how they fix it. The response exhibits a rudimentary 

structure, consisting of an introduction, two brief body paragraphs and a one-sentence conclusion. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (Rayonas family was acting 

foolish and turns out really really good). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence 

structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (In The Secret Life of Bees Lily moves out of 

her abusive home by her dad and moves in with black women). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (life you; Dorris 

Rayonas family; racist, Lily’s), capitalization (sue monk kidd), and grammar (issues … it, by her dad, 

treat her bad, Lily and Rayona’s life changes) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 3 – C 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (This is 

true because you can fix any problem in the world you just got to try your hardest). The response 

makes superficial connections between the criteria and Lord of the Flies (So this is going with the 

qote because even though Ralph was hated … he still tryed to fix the problem to get resued) and The 

Secret Life of Bees (at the end she stays with the ones she loves). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from both texts (Ralph and Piggy try keep order on the 

island but it is inerefeared with by Jack wanting to lead and Lily wants to move away from her father 

that she thinks dont love her). The response relies primarily on brief plot summaries. 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus. The response introduces problems faced by 

characters within the plot summaries of each text, but fails to follow through on how these characters 

tried their hardest to fix the problems. The response exhibits a four-paragraph rudimentary structure, 

consisting of an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion that includes some 

irrelevancies (But if you were me you can use in the two stories that were used in this essay). 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise or unsuitable for the audience and purpose (Jack … be a hunting 

group, witch for “which,” gonna, what the post card ment about her mother). The response reveals 

little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (And as she left with Rosolen to get 

away from the jail and her father). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (simalies, inerefeared, 

untill), punctuation (were or if they were, because even though, dont), and grammar (took … and 

lead them, dont love her, thought it will be) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in 

language use. 
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Anchor Level 2 – A 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (no matter how many times you get sick theirs 

all ways gonna be something that make someone feel better). The response alludes to the 

interpretation of the lens, but does not use it to analyze the chosen texts (Of Mice and Men and the 

quot are true cause Lenny liked rabitts and was sick and Hamlet related to quot cause Hamlet was 

Olimias boyfriend and wants her to be ok). 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the texts are vague (Took care when Lenny 

need him too and the love they both had for another was the same). 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus. The response begins with a confused focus 

on getting better from sickness and moves on to loosely suggest how in both texts Love is a remedy 

for some People if it helps them get though the day. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure 

consisting of an introduction, two brief body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (theirs all ways gonna 

be, Greogre all ways ketp Lenny in place, ok, through for “though”). The response reveals little 

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (To each other).  

Conventions The response demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (quot, rabitts, 

ketp), punctuation (said theres, Olimias boyfriend, same they), and grammar (something that make 

and took … need) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 

organization and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 2 – C 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (meaning You be sick or get sick if You are feel 

good and correct). The response alludes to the critical lens but does not use it, as interpreted, to 

analyze the chosen texts, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian and Girl, Interrupted. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague 

(Susanna as her friend trys to save her and help her from her sickness and Penelope couldnt go on in 

life because she didnt like her weight). 

Organization Suggests a focus on the critical lens by restating it and suggests some organization through the use of 

paragraphs, but ideas within and between paragraphs are loosely connected. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (if someone is not good … You can 

help them to be … on a good track and her life would have went down). The response reveals little 

awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Conflict is the literary element to prove that 

theres no ill in the world the world without remedy, meaning without the remedy there wont be no 

illness). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (trys, miseable), punctuation 

(Susanna friend or, treue meaning, theres), capitalization (diary and junior), grammar (someone … 

they, two works … is, would of), and usage (help her from her sickness) that make comprehension 

difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 1 – A 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (There is no sickness without a cure. We would 

be able to have a cure without sickness). The response reflects no analysis of any texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, moving from the confused interpretation of there being no sickness 

without a cure to how if we didnt have any type of sickness then the world would be in a panic.  

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (no one would be getting sick and noone could have jobs being a 

rearcher or doctor). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for 

effect, but with uneven success. 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (didnt and Sickness then), 

and capitalization (Sickness and Sick) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1 

because the response makes no reference to any texts. 

 



Comp. Eng. Rating Guide — Aug. ’15 [68]

Anchor Paper – Question 28 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1 – B 

Quality Commentary 

The response: 
Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens (I Interpret this quote as meaning every 

problem could be solved. You can fix your problem’s with the “remedy” if you choose to do it). The 

response contains no reference to any texts. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus on the lens by restating and agreeing with it, but shows no organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in 

meaning and organization. 
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Regents Comprehensive Examination in English 

August 2015 

Map to Core Curriculum 

 

The table below shows which core performance indicator or standard and key idea each item is aligned to. 

The numbers in the table represent the question numbers of the examination. 

 

 Core Performance 

Indicators 
Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3 

Listening  1 2, 3, 4 5, 6, 7, 8 

Reading 9, 10, 15, 20 14, 16, 19, 23 11, 21, 24 12, 13, 17, 18, 

22, 25 

Writing 26, 27, 28 26, 27, 28 26, 27, 28 26, 28 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2015 Regents
Comprehensive Examination in English will be posted on the Department’s web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on Wednesday, August 12, 2015. Conversion
charts provided for previous administrations of the Regents Comprehensive
Examination in English must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this
administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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