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With the adoption of the New York P-12 Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) in ELA/Literacy and
Mathematics, the Board of Regents signaled a shift in both instruction and assessment. Starting in Spring 2013,
New York State began administering tests designed to assess student performance in accordance with the
instructional shifts and the rigor demanded by the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). To aid in the
fransition to new assessments, New York State has released a number of resources, including test blueprints
and specifications, sample questions, and criteria for writing assessment questions. These resources can be
found at http://www.engageny.org/common-core-assessments.

New York State administered the ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Common Core tests in April 2014 and is now
making a portion of the questions from those tests available for review and use. These released questions will
help students, families, educators, and the public better understand how tests have changed to assess the
instructional shifts demanded by the Common Core and to assess the rigor required to ensure that all students
are on track to college and career readiness.

Annotated Questions Are Teaching Tools

The released questions are intended to help educators, students, families, and the public understand how the
Common Core is different. The annotated questions demonstrate the way the Common Core should drive
instruction and how tfests have changed to better assess student performance in accordance with the
instructional shifts demanded by the Common Core. They are also intended to help educators identify how
the rigor of the State tests can inform classroom instruction and local assessment. To this end, these annotated
questions will include instructional suggestions for mastery of the CCLS.

The annotated questions will include both multiple-choice and constructed-response questions. With each
multiple-choice question released, a rationale will be available to demonstrate why the question measures
the intended standards; why the correct answer is correct; and why each wrong answer is plausible but
incorrect. Additionally, for each constructed-response question, there will be an explanation for why the
question measures the intended standards and an annotated rubric with sample student responses that
would obtain each score on the rubric.

Understanding ELA Annotated Questions

Multiple Choice

Multiple-choice questions are designed to assess Common Core Reading and Language Standards. They will
ask students to analyze different aspects of a given text, including central ideaq, style elements, character and
plot development, and vocabulary. Almost all questions, including vocabulary questions, will only be
answered correctly if the student comprehends and makes use of the whole passage. For multiple-choice
questions, students will select the correct response from four answer choices.



Multiple-choice questions will assess Reading Standards in a range of ways. Some will ask students to analyze
aspects of text or vocabulary. Many questions will require students to combine skills. For example, questions
may ask students to identify a segment of text that best supports the central idea. To answer correctly, a
student must first comprehend the central idea and then show understanding of how that idea is supported.
Questions will require more than rote recall or identification. Students will also be required to negotiate
plausible, text-based distractors’. Each distractor will require students to comprehend the whole passage.

The rationales describe why the distractors are plausible but incorrect and are based in common
misconceptions regarding the text. While these rationales will speak to a possible and likely reason for
selection of the incorrect option by the student, these rationales do not contain definitive statements as to why
the student chose the incorrect option or what we can infer about knowledge and skills of the student based
on their selection of an incorrect response. These multiple-choice questions were designed to assess student
proficiency, not to diagnose specific misconceptions/errors with each and every incorrect option.

The annotations accompanying the multiple-choice questions will also include instructional suggestions for
mastery of the CCLS measured.

Short Response

Short-response questions are designed to assess Common Core Reading and Language Standards. These are
single questions in which students use textual evidence to support their own answer to an inferential question.
These questions ask the student to make an inference (a claim, position, or conclusion) based on his or her
analysis of the passage, and then provide two pieces of texi-based evidence to support his or her answer.

The purpose of the short-response questions is to assess a student’s ability to comprehend and analyze text. In
responding to these questions, students will be expected to write in complete sentences. Responses should
require no more than three complete sentences

The rubric used for evaluating short-response questions can be found both in the grade-level annotations and
in the Educator Guide to the 2014 Grade 3 Common Core English Language Aris Test at
www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics.

Extended Response

Extended-response questions are designed to measure a student’s ability to Write from Sources. Questions
that measure Writing from Sources prompt students to communicate a clear and coherent analysis of one or
two texts. The comprehension and analysis required by each extended response is directly related to grade
specific reading standards.

Student responses are evaluated on the degree to which they meet grade-level writing and language
expectations. This evaluation is made using a rubric that incorporates the demands of grade specific Common
Core Writing, Reading, and Language standards. The integrated nature of the Common Core Learning
Standards for ELA and Literacy require that students are evaluated across the strands (Reading, Writing, and
Language) with longer piece of writing such as those prompted by the extended-response questions.

The information in the annotated extended-responses questions focuses on the demands of the questions and
as such will show how the question measures the Common Core Reading standards.

The rubric used for evaluating extended-response can be found both in the grade-level annotations and in the
Educator Guide to the 2014 Grade 3 Common Core English Language Arts Test at
www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-for-english-language-arts-and-mathematics.

These Released Questions Do Not Comprise a Mini Test

1 A distractor is an incorrect response that may appear to be a plausible correct response to a student who
has not mastered the skill or concept being tested.



This document is NOT intended to show how operational tests look or to provide information about how
teachers should administer the test; rather, its purpose is to provide an overview of how the new test reflects
the demand of the CCSS.

The released questions do not represent the full spectrum of standards assessed on the State tests, nor do they
represent the full spectrum of how the Common Core should be taught and assessed in the classroom.
Specific criteria for writing test questions as well as additional assessment information is available at
www.engageny.org/common-core-assessments.











































































































































































































































































