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2-Point Rubric—Short Response

Score Response Features
2 Point The features of a 2-point response are
* Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the
prompt
* Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
+ Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information
from the text to develop response according to the requirements of
the prompt
» Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text as required by the prompt
* Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability
1 Point The features of a 1-point response are
* A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as
required by the prompt
*» Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, andf/or other
information from the text to develop response according to the
requirements of the prompt
* Incomplete sentences or bullets
0 Point™ The features of a 0-point response are

A response that does not address any of the requirements of the
prompt or is totally inaccurate

A response that is not written in English

A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

» Ifthe prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response
can be scored no higher than a 1.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session
leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no
response attempted).
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New York State Grades 4-5 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric

SCORE
CRITERIA CCLS 4 3 2 1 [
Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level:

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: —cleafyinroduce atopicina | —clewlyitoduce atopicina | —inreduce atopicin amanmer | —introduce alopicin amannee | _Comonsirate alack of
the extent to which the manner that follows logicaly from | manner that follows from the task | that follows genesally from the that does ot legicaly follow comprehension of the text{s) or task
eg3ay conveys ideas and W2 the task and purpose and purpose task and purpose from the task and purpose
information clearly and R 1'_9
accurately in order to ' —demaonstrate insightful —demaonstrate grade-appropriate | —demonstrate aliteral —demonstrate ittie
support an analysis of compeshension and analysis of comprehension and analysis of comprehension of the text{s) undersianding of the text{s)
topics or texts the text{s) the text{s)
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: —deveiop the topc with relevant, —develop the topc with sslevant —partially develop the fopic of the | —demonstrate an attempttouse | —peovide no evidence or provide
the extent to which the ) wielchosen facts, definiions, facts, defnitions, detals, es3ay with the use of some evidence, but only develop ideas | evidence thatis completely imelevant
essay presents evidence cmcr@tedetal_s, quotations, or quotations, or other infonmation te::tudguidmce, some of which wil_i1mi1inal,_ac5:asimd
from the provided texts to W2 other mformation and examples and examples from the text{z) may be irslevant g'm'ame ?.rhlch iz generally
support analysis and wg | fromthe textis) invalid or imelevant
reflection R.1-9 —austain the use of vared, —austain the use of relevant —use relevant evidence with

redevant evidence evidence, with somelack of inconsistency

vanety
COHERENCE, —eahibit clesy, purposeful —exhibit clear organization —exhikit some attampt at —exhitit it atiempt at —exhibit no evidence of organization
ORGANIZATION, AND organization organization organization, or atiempts to
STYLE: the extent to which gg?ll& are imclevant to the
Lhr;::?:gsl::{ﬂ:;llg ifeas, . } . . . ) ) i ) —exhibit no useof Inking wonds and
concepts, and information —akillfully lnk ideas using grade- | ik ideas using grade- —inconsistently Bnk ideas using | —lack the use of nking words | pheases
. ! appropriate words and pheases aporopniate wonds and phrases wiceds and phrases and phrases
using formal style and . .
precise language .2 i . . . ) i o ) —use language ﬂ_1at|s predominantly
L3 | —usegrade-sppropriate, —use grade-appropriate precise —inconsistently use approprate —ugze language thatis imprecise | Mccherent or copied directly from the
L& | stylstically sophisticated language and domain-specific language and domain-apecific or ingporopriate for the text{s) text{s)
language and domain-specific vocabulary vecabulary and task
v abulary
—ide not provide a concluding

—provide a concluding statement | —provide a concluding statement | —provide a concluding statement | —provide a concluding statement

that follows cleardy from the topic that follows from the topic and that followis generaly from the statement that is Wogical o

and information presented information presented topic and information presented | unrelated to the togic and

information presented

CONTROL OF —demonstrate grade-approprizte | —demonstrate grade-appropiate | —demonstrate emenging —demaonstrate alack of —are minimal, maxing aasessment of
CONVENTIONS: the extent command of conventions, with command of conventicns, with command of conventions, with command of conventicns, with conventions unrcliable
to which theeﬁay W fewr emors o_::casimdenas ﬂi_atda not SOIME emors _ﬂ1atma:.rll'n1del fﬂ:uentmc?s that hinder
demonstrates command of L1 hinder comprenension comprehension comprehension
the conventions of L2

standard English grammar,
usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling

=  Aresponsetotally copied from the text{s}with no orginal student writing should be scoreda D
* ConditionCode Ais appliedwhenevera studentwho is present fora test session leaves an entire construdedresponse questionin that sessioncompletely blank {noresponse

attempted).
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If the prompt requires two texts andthe student only references onetext, the response can be scored no higherthana 2.
If the studentwrites onlya personalresporse and makes no reference to thetext(s), theresponse canbe scored nohigherthana 1.
Responsestotallyunrelatedto the topic, illegible, orincoherent should be given a 0.




The Fejee Mermaid

by Elaine Pascoe

In the summer of 1842, New York City newspapers received a series of curious reports
from the South. Writers from several cities wrote that Dr. J. Griffin, a British naturalist, had in
his possession something truly amazing—an actual mermaid *taken among the Fejee Islands”
in the Pacific Ocean. He was bringing the preserved specimen to New York on his way home
to London from China, where he had bought it for the Lyceum of Natural History.

The newspapers jumnped on the story, and curiosity began to build. Could the naturalist
really have found a mermaid? The city would soon find out. Ads and flyers appeared,
announcing an exhibition. For “one week only;” the public would have a chance to seea
creature that had been known only through stories.

The mermaid was the talk of New York. People lined up to see it and to hear the scholarly
Dr. Grifhn speal about it. Most people had a bit of a shock when they actually laid eyes on
the specimen, though. The Fejee Mermaid was not like the mermaids of fairy tales. Nor was
it anything like the beautiful creatures pictured in the flyers advertising the exhibit. It was a
small, dried, ugly thing—"the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced,”
one newspaper wrote. Its upper body looked more like that of a monkey than a maiden.

Some people said it was a monkey’s torso, joined to a fish’s tail. But other people were sure
it was real. There was no telltale seam between the body parts. And on display alongside the
mermaid were specimens of other unlikely animals.

There was a flying fish, for example, and a platypus—a telltale: something that indicates
mammal with a duck’s bill and poisonous spurs on its or reveals information

rear legs. Maturalists had once thought the platypus was

a hoax, but it turned out to be real. Perhaps the mermaid and the platypus were both what the
announcements for the exhibit claimed: “links in the great chain which connects the whole
animal kingdom.” After the weeldong exhibition, the Fejee Mermaid moved to the American
Museum on Broadway. It drew crowds there for a month and went on tour to other cities.
Everywhere the mermaid went, people paid to see it—whether they believed it was real or not.
That was just what P. T. Barnum, the proprietor of the American Museum, had planned.

“People Love to Be Humbugged”

Phineas T. Barnum was probably the greatest showman in American history. In 1542 he
had just bought the American Museum, which housed a dusty collection of oddities. He was
determined to male it New York’s leading attraction. And when he saw the Fejee Mermaid, he
knew he had found a way to bring people through the museum’s door.
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The “*mermaid” was just what it looked likke—a dried monkey’s body stitched to a dried
fish’s tail. Fake mermaids like this were nothing new. Sailors had been bringing similar
curiosities back to America and Burope for many years. This one had been around since 1817,
when a sea captain bought it in the Pacific. Believing that it was real, the captain paid a small
fortune for it. He never made money from his investment. After he died, his family sold the
mermaid to Moses Kimball, a Boston showman. Kimball leased it to Barnum for $12.50 a
weele

How was Barnum able to turn this crude fale into an overnight sensation? With shameless
hype. Barnum was a master at promotion. He didn't care whether people believed the
mermaid was real or not. He knew that if he could create enough buzz about it, people would
pay to see it.

The reports that appeared in New Yorl newspapers were actually written by Barnum. He
sent them to friends in Southern towns. The friends then mailed them to the New York papers
over a period of weeks, in time with Dr. Griffin's supposed journey toward the city.

Griffin was no more real than the mermaid. The scholarly naturalist was actually Levi
Lyman, a friend of Barnui’s. He first took on the role in Philadelphia, where he allowed
a small group of newspaper editors to have a peek at the mermaid. The stories they wrote
helped build “mermaid fever” in New Yark. So did the flyers showing beautiful mermaids,
which Barnum had printed.

Trumped-up science was part of the promotion, too. The first half of the 1800s saw a
flowering of new theories and research in natural history. Barnum made his hoax more
believable by having a “scientist” present it and by including actual animals such as the
platypusin the exhibit. Of course, real scientists were quick to spot the fake. But that didn't
stop Barnum. New ads urged people to see the mermaid and draw their own conclusions.
*Who is to decide when doctors disagree?” the ads declared.

The Fejee Mermaid helped malke Barnum'’s museum a huge success. It was just one of
countless curiosities that filled the museum’s five floors. Like the mermaid, many of the
exhibits were fake. No one seemed to mind. As Barnum said, “People love to be humbugged”
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

43 ‘Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the article to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

The newspaper says the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced” because
it wasn’t what people expected and was very odd looking. According to the text, the mermaid wasn’t at all like
the ones in fairy tales or like the ones in the flyer. It was actually a “small, dried, ugly thing.” It also looked
more like a monkey than a beautiful maiden from the sea.

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

43 Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)7 Use two details from the article to support your response.

That newsEapRr sad e mefmad was odd
o2Lavse no one c}?cdtd"he wecraid Yo \ooV dried
UP. For examele, m paragragn B, ¥ uays, Te upeery
ody \cok wore \¥e dnar ofF 3 monkey than a
masden, | Ao, & \)3(63‘89\'\ L, ktﬁqs)“Somg peopie
3 o WES 4 moncey's 'b‘so“y-rtcs 0 afen's
-\—a;\."-“'(fe'c‘o(e, 0 ong expected v Yo oo\ wm:)
ualim* Yan 3 mernad n Fa\f\\ fales,

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was “the most odd of
all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced” (no one expected the mermaid to look dried up and no
one expected it to look way uglier than a mermaid in fairy tales). The response provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Its upper body look
more like that of a monkey than a maiden” and “Some people said it was a monkey’s torso, joined to a
fish’s tail”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was *the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the article to support your response.

“’Io_ CeoSon Lu“f’ig omne Dew)s Rehter 3‘1“.\52{] ‘H‘rcn\-

vas beccuse U loolbed odd- had Hom
M ParSomo) Conpaeck o Ve Seen romly
Q&%Q h%lr(_é merrtﬂn:-,-;\,%. RQCGT&:H&-LQ) Rm&gf@h
3T Shges Thsos o Sy dried; by %iﬂg
'q—ﬂl ol odd of ol odd ke eorth o the

Seo hed @ire Ploducad. Alse the tedf S futes
IPS PP !:)c-clg bed mare. Ny Jr}m)- oF o
mm%&? H"l':-.ﬂ a M aifens o4 L\b"nrd.

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was “the most odd of
all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced” (It looked odd). The response provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (It was a small, dried,
ugly thing and It’s upper body looked more like that of a monkey than a maiden). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all odditles earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)7 Use twe details from the article to support your response,

The Ore News c cad Hre mamad
wie ¢ the moet odd o€ all odd vries
et or Fhe sec hdd ever produced”
heécayvse. *H.'Ef rgﬁ.‘fmali wicls Unuspal,
The Mmerma d W8 noY Lke phe
mesmad 1n o f-'a{rj W\, The medl

Wous Uy, dry, 00 ¥s™ gppec body
”ﬁ- A %nk‘%’ h

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was “the most odd
of all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced” (the mermaid was unusual). The response provides a
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (The mermaid
was not like the mermaid in a fairy tale and The mermaid was ugly, dry, and it’s upper body is like a
monkey). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.

Page 8




GUIDE PAPER 4

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermadd was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph )7 Use two detalls from the acticle to support your response.

Te  NevSpaes =xd ahis
because  the toro P loked  mo
Wke o m.gnkﬂ\{ then'  Maden,

é\ﬁa e people gkm& ’
| Wos to be baitsol
bo¥ b m@o iy -

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was “the most odd of
all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced” (the people thought it was going to be beutiful but it was
ugly); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (The torso

looked more like a monkey then maiden). This response includes complete sentences where errors do
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

43

Why did oae newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)7 Use two details from the article to support your response,
e Mews papef sad s YeEcause
"gﬂEH | Houw 5Efr_rj1‘}"ﬂ_+ Yhe MEFMUJJ* IO goA
‘E?E‘.. 'Prc"r]rg. E fﬁE’b" o\so %ﬂuﬂhh{' Er !GG%(E‘JI
Lilke  a” mon J"‘uf’j.

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was “the most odd of all
oddities earth or the sea had ever produced” (they thought that the mermaid was gonna be pretty and They
also thought it looked like a monkey); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the

text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea
had ever produced™ (paragraph 3)7 Use two detalls from the article to SUPPOIT YOUr respomse.

‘i‘a‘i‘ﬁtm&ﬁ _H“‘\JEL RO ole
M“ﬂ T Jr\‘ \gﬁiagf Ry
W K Jﬁ\\a‘j 5 o T

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was “the most odd

of all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced” (the people thought it looked wierd when they saw

it); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by
the prompt.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea
had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the article to support your response.

Ore Newspopel Saus Hhe
mermad waod The O?nos-\— odd
E’)fdoll oddujmg,s ;Cgr‘\'h or Seq
ad ever produl lxamﬁ e hac
+hen erof—\—er S hove Deen md: nsk
thnas ot aren + pelieveablt
Others.

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (One newspaper says the
mermaid was the most odd of all oddities earth or sea had ever produced beaucause back then
Reporters have been finding things that aren t believable to others).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was "the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea
had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the artide to support your response.

T, haw Rner Tompesl on He_ stony
A T cwips ¥y began 4o
& Mermad 0F  He nersparyn

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is unintelligible (The new Paper Jumped on the story and the curiosity began to become
a mermaid of the newspaper).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

44 What main idea of “The Fejee Mermaid” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10% Use

two details from the article to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

These three paragraphs support the main idea that the Fejee Mermaid turned out to be a fake and Barnum was
really tricking people. The naturalist that was bringing the mermaid to New York wasn’t a doctor or scientist.
He was really a friend of Barnum and was playing along with the made-up story. Another example of the hoax,
is that the reports about the mermaid were all written by Barnum. It just helped build “mermaid fever.”

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

44

What male iden of “The Fejee Mermald” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 107 Use
two details from the article to support your response.

Pangrghs 44 Svpprg Nie man 18 08 hou PT Bamvm
‘fﬂ'd:d Propk into wasting 1o see e mermad  6nféiie vas
M oore ol Thaa the ptrmad” This stalts thad Dr B,
WL, ahﬂ, ard wass#y a ral aGrefal st Ase he s
eratts "ot ovrse, rpal SGINEYS VUt guidk 49 Spet the
o This Shges that the mermad 1fself sas 'rltz.
"W\‘,' e ot SYets ik +he mumaid masey of
Wt CAYIL wee Falr” Thic a%e shyenl thet 44
mimaid was Cakt and that L¢ vead + 4 4o -Mck".a

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the “The Fejee
Mermaid” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (P.T Barnum tricked people into wanting to see the
mermaid). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as
required by the prompt (“Griffin was no more real than the mermaid” and “of course, real scientists
were quick to spot the fake” and “like the mermaid many of the exhibits were fake”). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

44

e mun ida s,
B Ywoude 1O & alout Qﬂd\?";‘mmﬁ
oy ol Qg Vaw Hey PrfReplam
Foi e ntasiel Wik O Gxomph»~=5
Lot Bacoum s {ngine) vo .
%\«3‘;‘\:5 m A Sheaws wt..ﬂ@a‘ﬁ
O™ (ode S Waa R
e m\\wﬂbb oy haging a'acy enhs
peRmt . gf\o:u- Q;((M"QE, 'S Wity
'l Mow S Obout k. &caoams
Yo Yaxk’ 2w @3S Urgrd pPacee
bcmmq\?"“ﬁ Meroid  ond  drow e o0

R, AR TN \&Q

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the “The Fejee
Mermaid” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (how they got people intrested in it). The response
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt
(“Barnum made his hoax more believable by having a “scientist” present”... and “New ad’s urged
people to see the mermaid and draw their own conclusions”). This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

44 What main ides of *“The Fejee Mermaki” s supported by paragraphs 8 through 107 Use

two details from the article to support your response.

7hece 15 a mamn 1000 Sufforkts
b ﬂ@fa‘lfaﬁhs 8'4() 7"?)&,02?//
10€A 1S Le /m’/m,

ﬁme

f,}H:/ mcr/m d i
e V 4#%@5

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the “The Fejee
Mermaid” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (Levi Lyman’s mermaid was only a hoax). The
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the
prompt (He thought it would look more authentic if a scientist presented the mermaid and He also
added real animals like the platypus is it will look authentic). This response includes complete

sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

44

What maln idea of "“The Fejee Mermald™ is supported by parsgraphs & through 107 Use
two detalls from the arcle v support your response.

™e man Ot of "T‘-‘cht‘jtt Hermad T ey
S, WNE GaeY OF MNe preveno dCONg €} money
Fyom -\ . for €xa m pic Ak ¥ ) W >aye ok
Necoreored entugn UL OLowt ik PO pie
Would hWear €nomgn Goout ‘\*‘E‘"\fnﬂﬂrd

ol iy wesld or m.uiﬂa-l-n gaq
o aage 1.

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the “The Fejee
Mermaid” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (the owner of the mermaid can get money from it);

however, the response does not provide any details from the text for support. This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

44

What main Idea of “The Fejee Mermaild® is supported by paragraphs 8 through 107 Use

two detalls from the artide to support your response.

The Ot hadf & We 18005 saw a Fbedﬂ_y
o‘}m“\tm't: an) restach  patvrel hisforr.
Barnom Made Wi o moe pelied by haging
6 7 ealst Prasert b and by mdnh ach bve/
Qamgls sun o5 Ve fabrie (o He m.M

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text as required by the prompt (Barnum
made his hoax more belieable by having a “scientist” present it and by including actual animals such as
the platypus in the exhibit); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text as

required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

44 What main idea of * Th:F: H:nuid'hmppirtedbrp-w-;lulﬂmghlﬂ?ﬂu

m

The ammdfa of + he

e ﬁﬁ m o
F science g qvvr'}
r"CWT\@ W*

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a literal recounting of a detail from the text as required by the prompt (trumed up
science was part of the promotion); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the
text as required by the prompt. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

%] What main idea of “The Fejee Mermaid™ i supported by pargraphs 8 through 107 Use

two detalls from the artlele to support your response.

N::,w w/iEele < c‘,ﬂ'}
E!Pnal PGE&.}:F i.; ['E*@r P’}CI'W{?,I{J

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (News papers were sent to the south by Buname. Griffin was the real
mermaid).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

a4 What main idea of “The Fejee Mermaid” is supported by parsgraphs 8 through 10?7 Use

two details from the article to support your response.

Searter  were (el ke ¥ bea
Y W mle

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They did not think the Platapuses
features were real like its beak and its tale).
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Planes on the Brain

by Elisabeth Deffner

Kimberly Anyadike and her older sister, Kelly, have taken sibling rivalry to new heights.
Sky-high, in fact.
On her 16th birthday, Kelly set a world record. She became the youngest African American

female to fly four different fixed-wing aircraft in one day. Maturally, that inspired Kimberly to
brainstorm ways to top her sister’s achievement.

At age 15, Kimberly became the youngest African American female to pilot a plane from
coast to coast, “It was something that had never been done before by someone as young as
me;" she explains.

Don't let their friendly rivalry fool you. The Anyadike {pronounced on-yah-DEE-kay)
sisters learned to fly together at Tomorrow’s Aeronautical Museum (TAM) in Compton,
California. They took lessons in the same plane at the same time.

Their flight achievements earned them each a place in the record books—but at TAM,
setting records is nothing new. In fact, the sisters first heard about TAM when they read about
another record-breaker whod learned to fly there. At age 14, Jonathan Strickland became the
youngest African American male to pilot a plane and a helicopter on the same day.

Jonathan's story inspired Kimberly to make one of her biggest dreams come true.

Shed always wanted to fly. Ever since she learned to write, she’s included “jet pack” on her
Christmas list! So she asked her mom if they could check out TAM, where Jonathan had
gotten his aviation start. She and her sister took a demo flight—and the rest is history
{Literally!)

“We've been hooked on flying ever since,” says Kimberly, now 17, with a giggle. “We got bit
by the flight bug!”

Movie stunt pilot Robin Petgrave founded TAM in 1998. Kids in the program learn more
than just how to fly. They also learn how to set goals and malke a plan to achieve them. For
example, flight lessons cost money. Future pilots earn “museum dollars” by doing tasks
around the museum, going through the flight simulator program, and doing community
service. Kids even earn museum dollars when they get tutoring help with their schoolworlk!
After they've earned enough, they can use those dollars to pay for a flight lesson.

While they're learning to fly, theyre also learning about aviation history.

They learn about the Tuskegee Airmen, the first African American military airmen in the
United States. Kids at TAM have even been able to meet some of them.

Page 23



11

12
13

14

15

16

17

18
19

20

Thesze pilots trained and fought during World War II, but the dangers of wartime weren't
the only challenges they faced. They also encountered racism. In fact, the Armiy Air Corps
called the African American pilot training program “the Tuskegee Experiment” because they
weren't sure the trainees could be successful pilots.

But “they were amazing,” says Kimberly. “They beat all odds”

That's why she dedicated her record-brealing flight to the Tuskegee Airmen: “to show
them their legacy still lives on,” she explains.

And they wanted to show her that they supported her as she tried to set an aviation record.
Each time Kimberly landed on her flight from California to Virginia, Tuskegee Airmen met
her plane.

The Anyadike sisters dido’t set their aviation records at the same time, but two other TAM
alumni did. Jimmy Haywood, then 12, and Kenny Roy, then 14, flew together to Canada.
There, Roy became the youngest African American in the United States to earn his solo
pilot’s license. Haywood piloted the plane that flew Roy to Canada and back, making him the
youngest African American to pilot a plane on a round-trip international flight.

“It challenges you, being here [at TAM],” says Roy. Kids at TAM know that if they want
to fly, they can—they just have to worlk for it. They can earn the museum dollars to pay for
lessons. They can come up with a plan and break an aviation record. Once they do that, they
know they can do anything if they set their minds to it.

For instance, Kimberly Anyadike plans to become a heart surgeon. Kenny Roy, now 21, isa
college student in the Air Force Reserve. He plans to become an Air Force officer and, later, a
commercial pilot. { And maybe his little brother, Jeremiah Esters, 7, will follow in his footsteps.
He's studying aviation at TAM now.)

Flying has changed these kids' lives—and setting records was just the icing on the cake.

That’s exactly how it ought to be, says Petgrave. “We're not really all about the records,” he

explains. “These kids have been exposed to aviation at such a young age, they look at things
differently’”

And from their point of view, the sky is no longer the limit.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

45

h

In paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]." What are some of
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

« identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
« explain the effects of these challenges on the kids

« use details from the article to support your response

-
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Possible Exemplary Response:

The TAM program challenges kids in many ways, helping them accomplish great things. It’s not just a
place where kids learn how to fly. They grow and improve themselves by learning about others that have come
before them and how to set goals.

One way the program challenges kids is to have them set goals. To achieve this goal TAM helps them
make a plan. For instance, flight lessons are expensive and TAM doesn’t just say figure it out. Instead, the
program helps kids earn museum dollars. They can help around the museum, do homework or volunteer in the
community to earn these dollars. Then, they can use their earnings to help pay for their flight lessons.
According to the text, “Kids at TAM know that if they want to fly, they can—they just have to work for it.”

Breaking aviation records is another program challenge that kids achieve by setting goals. Even though
TAM isn’t all about breaking records, lots of kids have done this with TAM’s help because they learn how to be
successful when they make a plan. Kenny Roy was the youngest African American in the U.S to get a solo
pilot’s license. And, Kelly Anyadike was the youngest African American girl to “fly four different fixed-wing
aircraft in one day.” She was only 16! Her sister set a flying world record at 15.

All these challenges really change kids’ lives. TAM teaches them about African American pilots that
flew planes in World War Il. They learn about their bravery in the war and in fighting racism. The kids are
really inspired by these men and want to make them proud. So, the kids not only try to become great pilots, but
do great things in their lives. One student is going to be a doctor and another plans to become an officer in the
Air Force and then a commercial pilot. The text says, “they know they can do anything if they set their minds to
it.”

In conclusion, there are many challenges at the TAM program, like setting goals and breaking records.
These challenges affect the kids by helping them believe they can do anything they want if they make a plan,
even becoming a heart surgeon.

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a

45

(1n n paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]” What are some of |
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

Inywrrespom:,be sure to
» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
» explain the efects of these challenges on the kids

» use details from the article to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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GUIDE PAPER 1c

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Kids at TAM
are challenged in many ways, but it pays off. They are becoming great pilots).The response demonstrates
insightful comprehension and analysis of the text (If you want success, you have to earn it, through hard
work and education, but if you really want to reach your goal. its worth it). The topic is developed with
relevant, well-chosen facts and concrete details and other information from the text (It costs money to get
aviation lessons. So how would they pay for it? They work around the museum to get money to pay for their
aviation lessons; Children at TAM aren’t just going to sit in a seat and Magically become a successful
aviator; you need to work hard and practice flying many times before you are skilled. It shows kids that if
they work hard enough, and become educated enough you can do anything you set your mind to). The
response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, and the language used is stylistically sophisticated and uses
domain-specific vocabulary (worth every penny, everything in life isn’t free, not just going to sit in a seat
and Magically become an aviator, exact opposite). The concluding statement follows clearly from the topic
and information presented (7am is not easy, it’s the exact opposite. If you want success, you have to earn it,
through hard work and education, but if you really want to reach your goal. its worth it). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 2a

Additional

45

[ In paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]” What are some of

the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
» explain the effects of these challenges on the kids

» use details from the article to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 2b Additional
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (In
the passage “Planes on the Brains” it talks about 2 sisters that have taken rivals to the next level and
got inspired). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the text (At
tommorow’s Aeronautical Museum Ron said it challenges you because kids the want to fly know they
can just have to work hard to get to their dream’s). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen
facts and concrete details and other information from the text (Some of the things that make the kids
work hard is that they can earn museum dollars to pay for a flying lesson. Also it get’s them thinking
and planning how they can beat a viation record. Also going through the flying simulator and doing
commuity service help you earn museum dollars. They also get dollars when they ask for tutoring on
homework and Some of the effects on these kids are that Kim went’s to become a heart surgeon. Kenney
Row is a college student in the air force reserve, he plans to become a Air Force Officer then latter a
commercial pilot. Petgrave says “Thats how it ought to be” we are not about setting records. These kids
have been exposed to avaiton at such a young age now they look at thing differenlty). The response
exhibits clear, purposeful organization, and links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases
(Some of the things, Also, So in conclusion). The concluding statement follows clearly from the topic
and information presented (So in conclusion learning how to fly at TAM can change how you look at
life to these kids the sky is no longer a limit). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (tommorow’s, dream’s, serivice,
viation, differenlty).
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GUIDE PAPER 3a

45

[ 1n paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM) What are some of |
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
» explain the effects of these challenges on the kids

» use details from the article to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (TAM
challenges the kids in the program in many ways). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and
analysis of the text (By working for their lessons, the kids are challenged and become hardworking and
responsible and they learn that they can accomplish anything and benefit not only themselves, but everyone).
The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen facts and concrete details and other information from the
text (“Future pilots earn ‘museum dollars’ by doing tasks around the museum, going through the flight
simulator program, and doing community service” and “they know they can do anything if they set their
minds to it”). The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, and links ideas using grade-appropriate
words and phrases (also, As stated above, All in all). The language used is stylistically sophisticated and uses
domain-specific vocabulary (mature, responsible, benefit). The concluding statement follows clearly from
the topic and information presented (All in all, the kids in the TAM program are challenged in many ways,
and these challenges affect the kids’ lives for the better. By being in the program, they learn that they can
accomplish anything and benefit not only themselves, but everyone). The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate command of conventions.
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GUIDE PAPER 4a

[Inpmgmph 16, Kenny Roy says, "It challenges you, being here [at TAM]” What are some of 1
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

| - I In your response, be sure to

b ify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
2 7 T-Vexphain the effects of these challenges on the kids
~hise details from the article to support your response ]
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GUIDE PAPER 4b
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (one way
they’re challenged is when they’re learning/exposed to aviation). The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (they would look at things differently and would be
curious to reach new heights and learning about aviation will help them succeed in their flying career
and they’ve improved their skills in flying and are also capable of setting records). The topic is
developed with relevant facts and details from the texts (“These kids have been exposed to aviation at
such a young age, they look at things differently” which shows how this challenge made them capable if
this task and another way they were challenged was to earn “museum” dollars to pay for a flight lesson
and “Flying has changed these kids’ lives — and setting records was just icing on the cake”). The
response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate words and phrases (In the
following, There are many ways, In addition, As you can see). The response uses grade appropriate
precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (curious, capable, improved their skills). The
concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (As you can see, there are many
ways kids are challenged in the TAM program and the great and satisfying effects toward kids who
went through these challenges). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions.
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GUIDE PAPER 5a Additional

45

In paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]" What are some of ]
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use detalls from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
» explain the effects of these challenges on the kids

» use details from the article to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 5b Additional
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Roy said that “it
challanges you, being here at Tam” and I agree but the challanges in Tam also effect the children). The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (Those challenges can
effect the children by effecting what they want to be as a grown up). The topic is developed with relevant
facts and details from the text (Some of the challenges are getting help with school work, doing task’s
around museum’s, going through the Fight Simulator Program, and doing Cummunity service they do this
so they can earn museum money once they have enough they can pay for lessons and Kimberly did all of
those challanges and now she wants to be a heart surgeon also Kenny roy wants to be an air force officer
then a commeciel pilot). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate
words and phrases (Some of the challenges, for example, also, In conclusion). The concluding statement
follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, this is the challenges in tam program and
how they effect the kids). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Cummunity, commeciel, effect, this is the challenges).
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GUIDE PAPER 6a

45

[ 1n paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]." What are some of

the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure fo
| Ridentify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
ain the cffects of these challenges on the kids
= usc details from the article to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 6b

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (Some of the
challenges at TAM are hard and some arn’t). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension
and analysis of the text (The challenges at TAM make you earn your fun, they don’t get everything handed to
them, if they do something helpful, they get rewarded). The topic is developed with relevant facts and details
from the text (when the kids work they get museum dollars and the kids use their museum dollars to pay for
flight lessons). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate words and
phrases (In paragraph 16, This means, In closing). The concluding statement follows from the topic and
information presented (In closing, making kids work for their fun is a good way to teach them about life).
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions.
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GUIDE PAPER 7a

45

'Inpuagraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]" What are some of {

the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects da these challenges have on
the kids? Use detalls from the article to support your response.

In response, be sure to
s Wenlily ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
«¥xplain the effects of these chalknges on the kids

details from the article to support your response

Kids are c¢hallenged o the TAM pragram Jy
tryins  to learn how 40 €ly. For example,
in the Jex+ 4 says that Kids ai TAm
kpoe Fhat if they wadnt te Fly, the can-
they just have +o work for ,F The €fpects oF
These challenges on Fhe K dse are that The
will  be experienced ans they wrll Jenow
+0 wapr had. Fpp example , in The fex #

i+ says 'For instance, lcimbel Any adilé  plang
to become A hedr+ Mrgeon, -’ﬂhny Roy, how 21 1%
coliege student in the Ay Foree Rescrve,

&
40 become Bn AT Forc€  Depieer g,

He plars

la der, a Commer,lal Fr‘!ﬂ:'_, i{ Ard mapy .,":5 r;ff};

brother, reremiah E 5térs, 7,owi o Lollow jn
h'§ oot Steps.He!s Studyiag ayiati; At Tam

Fr

nei.)

Page 40




GUIDE PAPER 7b

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (Kids are
challenged in the TAM program by trying to learn how to fly). The response demonstrates a literal
comprehension of the text (the will be experienced and they will know to work hard). The topic is
developed with relevant facts and details from the text [the kids at TAM know that if they want to fly, they
can — they just have to work for it; “For instance, Kimberly Anyadike plans to become a heart surgeon;
Kenny Roy, now 21, is a college student in the Air Force Reserve; and later, a commercial pilot (And maby
his little brother, Jeremiah Esters, 7, will follow in his foot steps. He's studying aviation at TAM now.) "].
The response exhibits some attempt at organization and inconsistently links ideas using words and phrases
(For example). No concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension.
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

45

(lnptngraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]” What are some of i

the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
» cxplain the effects of these challenges on the kids

» usc details from the article to support your response

\

The ks af T-A M hat fo  parn '
“Muesam monay" +o b Gr Hore &y«”lc(sdnk-
Kds have Jo ht* arM? the museem to cam
ﬂ\(,sl..nw.g havt  }eo P,:k vp and  ¢ven 50.’14
peopie on bows! Thats o a..u»,d

The kids tuat wat fo f/g alsé  have fo
Sact training when 4,0 Youry . Aovicd I3 ang ¥
$o he RXMHTEL’ alee  have fo memerize
what boHms o which.They have o learn
lot:bule and ngite TheY have {5 even now
He s dynamis of the plant befere FI,.&’-

If +hg fanew  all 0F 4he steps, they ave
l'“‘@ to l’“ke i1 Jo e ;kj KJ should by
Y apps Fpem the Yeaurs of *r"?"}"q.

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The kids at TAM
have to earn “Mueseum money” to pay for there flight lessons Kids have to help around the museum to earn
these. They have to pick up and even guide people on tours! Thats a challenge). The response demonstrates a
literal comprehension of the text (They also have to memerize what buttons are which, They have to learn
latitude and longitude, They have to even know the aerodynamics of the plane before flying). The response is
partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (Kids have to help around the museum to earn
these and The kids that want to fly also have to start training when there young. Around 13 or 14 to be
exact). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (If they follow all of the
steps, they are ready to take it to the skys). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Mueseum, memerize, there flight
lessons, Thats).
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GUIDE PAPER 9a

45
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[ your response, be sure lo
identify ways that kids are challenged n the TAM program
cxplain the effects of these challenges on the kids

» use details from the article to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 9b

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (Someways
kids are challanged in the TAM program and effects they have on the kids make it either challanging or
easier for the kids). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (How the kids are
challanged in the TAM program is they have to set certain goal which are hard to reach). The response is
partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (When it comes to fly they can but they have to
work for it and Also to do what you want to do you have to study alot). The response exhibits clear
organization, and provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information
presented (In conclusion, the TAM program challange the kids and give effects). The response demonstrates
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension
(challanged, have to set certain goal, alot).
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GUIDE PAPER 10

45

o

In paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges yon, being here [at TAM)." What are some of
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use detalls from the article to support your response.

In your response, be suce lo

» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
+ explain the effects of these challenges on the kids

v use details from the article to support your response
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (It is
challenging at TAM because you have to work your hardest to fly). The response demonstrates a literal
comprehension of the text (you have to make a aviation record). The response demonstrates an attempt to
use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence (Roy says that once you have that you know
that what ever you put your mind up to somthing you can do it). The response lacks the use of linking words
and phrases and does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (a aviation, what ever,

somthing).
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GUIDE PAPER 11 Additional

45

\

(Inpmgmph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM].” What are some of
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
» explain the effects of these challenges on the kids
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Tam challenges you because you hove to
get Museum dollars). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas
with minimal evidence (Tom challenges you because you hove to get Museum dollars and if yo get
enough you get a free flight lesson and | am guessing you need alot). The response does not provide a
concluding statement, and demonstrates an emerging command of conventions, with some errors that
may hinder comprehension (hove and yo).
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GUIDE PAPER 12

45

In paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [atTAM].'Whataresomeo?

the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on |
the kids? Use details from the article to support your response. i

In your respons, be sure to

» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program
» explain the effects of these challenges on the kids

« use details from the article to support your response
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (The kids have challenges because they don’t
know everything). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with
minimal evidence which is generally invalid (they dont know how to do everything so they have lots of
challenges and effects on them that could hurt them relly bad and crash into something with out knowing
how to contole it). The response exhibits little attempt at organization and does not provide a concluding
statement. The response demonstrates an emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may
hinder comprehension (dont, relly, with out, contole).
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GUIDE PAPER 13

45

In paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]" What are some of |
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use detalls from the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program

+ explain the effects of these challenges on the kids
v use details from the article to support your response
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task since it is a direct copy from the
passage (while they're learning to fly, they're olso learning about aviation history and but “they were
amazing,” says kimberly. “they beat all odds”). The response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal
evidence (while they're learning to fly, they’re olso learning about aviation history and but “they were
amazing,” says kimberly. “they beat all odds”). The response exhibits no evidence of organization.
Conventions are minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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GUIDE PAPER 14 Additional

45

In paragraph 16, Kenny Roy says, “It challenges you, being here [at TAM]” What are some of 1
the ways kids are challenged in the TAM program? What effects do these challenges have on
the kids? Use detalls from the articde to support your response,

In your response, be sure to
» identify ways that kids are challenged in the TAM program

= explain the effects of these challenges on the kids
+ use details from the article to support your response
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (It is good to face challenges. To
me challenges make you a better person. When you face hard challenges it makes you relise that life is about
challenges. To begin with some challenges kids face are money challenges). The response provides no
evidence and does not provide a concluding statement. This response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (relise).
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It is the first day of school for Pearl, her friend JBII (or JBThree), and her older sister, Lexie.

Excerpt from Ten Good and Bad
Things About My Life (So Far)

by Ann M. Martin

We stepped outside and Ilooked across Twelfth Street, and there was [BIII coming out of
his building with his mother who wanted to take a first-day-of-school picture. JBIII posed
for one half of one second, and then joined Dad and me for the walk to Emily Didkinson

Elementary.

“Remember the first day of school last year?” I said to my father. "You walked Justine and
me to Emily Diclkdnson. This year you're walking JEThree and me”

*Things certainly do change,” replied Dad, and I thought he looked a little sad. That was
because there had been alot of changes in our lives besides who I walked to school with.

We turned the corner onto Sixth Avenue and passed by all the familiar places in our
neighborhood: New World, which is a coffee shop, and Steve-Dan’s, which is my all-time
favorite store because it sells art supplies, and Cuppa Joe, which is a new coffee shop, and
Universal, which is a dry cleaner, and the Daily Grind, which is another new coffee shop. Over
the summer Lexie and her friends started going to the Daily Grind to order Mocha Moxies,
which they say are coffee drinks but which really look like giant milk shakes. Whenever Lexie
starts talking about how she’s grown-up enough to drink coffee what I want to say back to her
is, “Mom and Dad don’t squirt a tower of whipped cream on top of their coffee,” but one thing
I have learned lately is when not to say something.

When Diad and JBIII and I passed Monk’s, which is a gift store, I could feel JBIIIs eyes on
me. Well, not actually on me, which would be gross, but suddenly I could tell he was looking
at me and I knew why. We were now one half of a block away from Emily Dickinson, and
JBIII and I had decided that no matter what anyone thought, we were simply too old to be
walked right up to the door of our school by a parent.

“Dad,’ I said, “|BTII and I are ten years old now?” (JBIII was actually a lot closer to eleven,
while I was just barely ten.)

*Yes, you are; agreed Diad.
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“And we think that—" JBIII frowned fiercely at me and I tried to remember the exact
speech he had made me memorize the day before. I mean,” I said, backing up, “and we feel
strongly that we should be allowed”—]BIII poked my arm—"that, um, we're responsible
enough to walk the rest of the way to school by ourselves. Every day”

“You can stand here and watch us,” said JBIII. And then he added quickly, *8ir”
“Well ... said my father

Dad has let me do this 2x before, but now [BIII and [ were asking to do it regularly, and my
father has a teensy problem with change, whether it's good or bad.

“Pleasef” | said, and now [BIII glared at me. He had also warned me not to whine. “Please,
Father?” I said calmly.

“I suppose so.”

“Yes!” I exclaimed.

“Thank you, sir;’ said JBIIL

“But remember—I'l] be watching you

"I know;" [ said. “Don't kiss me,” I added, and [BIII and I ran down the block. Just before
we reached Emily Dickinson I waved bacdkward over my shoulder to Dad.

JBIII and I wound our way through the halls of Emily Dickinson. We passed by the
first-grade room that Justine Lebarro had been in the year before, and then we passed our
old fourth-grade room. There was Mr. Potter, our teacher from last year, talking to his new
students.

We kept on walking until we came to room 5A. I peeked through the doorway, then
stepped back and flattened myself against the wall like a spy. “She’ in there,” [ whispered to
JBIIL. *Ms. Brody”

Cur teacher was new to Emily Dickinson. All we knew about her was her name.
JBIII pecked in, too. “She looks all right]” he whispered to me.

The truth was that she locked very, very young, like if you switched her pants and her shirt
for a white dress and a veil she could be a bride. I kept that thought to myself, though, because

I could just hear Lexie ducking her tongue and saying to me, “A person can get married at any
age, Pear]?” But still in my head all brides were young.

“Afraid to go in?" sald a voice from behind JBIII and me, and we both jumped.
I turned around to see Jill DiMNunzio, who is a person [ could live without.
“MNo,” I said, doing an eye roll.

“So what are you waiting for?” she asked.

“Well, not you. Come on, [BThree”

JBIII and I marched into our new classroom, leaving Jill behind.

Fifth grade had officially begun.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

46 How does Pearl’s father feel about Pearl and JBIII walking to school by themselves? Use
two details from the story to support vour response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

Pearl’s father is worried about Pearl and JBIII walking to school by themselves. You can tell he is worried
because he has only let Pearl walk by herself two other times, and she really doesn’t think he is going to let her
do it every day. Another example from the story that shows he is worried is when he insists on watching them
until they get to school.

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

46 How does Pearls father feel about Pearl and JBIIl walking to school by themselves? Use

two details from the story to support your response.

%ﬂ'\ ‘6 QO-Y)TEF @5\5 ReNOLS Gncl uiturd qbou
%ﬂ aod IBIIL waH*P@ ‘o sl by themeches. C'\rifaﬂ?ﬂ
bmgrr*mnﬂwfh%#w emoes? Vel .. .
"du?d mf ngr“. TJ‘E& J;p?l pmmwﬁg;- ?&;ﬂ' S @+bér'
oo venus and ursirt Grause cohen Yoo zay “Well ..,
yote mﬁa T h‘f ”j: olonh leou)}l /Jm#.er clexa? !
0 Support rn\}' asrer §O ther e peEge alsg Staras
N SUpposE ‘50“.%75 daatl St Ao Qar)’s
Bl %5 rous and e peeacse 9Y [orks Rurec
wes 100 eue of bitog Gl ad BT walh
hﬂlu L"} "‘}Eﬂ'ﬁi‘({ﬁ,]\: LLHJL-H ?ﬂy}”O? eyl N="y You can''.

, i _
&1151%:%9_ %&i@i%}gl Ef,‘];%mf; ﬁiﬁl unsere o+ Barl

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pearl’s father feels about Pearl
and JBIII walking to school by themselves (nervous and unsure). This response provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Well...said my father.”
and “l suppose so.” When you say “Well,...” youre trying to say “I don’t know.” If Pearl’s father was
100% sure of letting Pearl and JBIIl walk to school by themselves, he would say, “Of course you
can.”).This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

46 How does Peas]s father feel about Peard and JBIL walking to achool by themsedves? Lse
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain how Pearl’s father feels about Pearl and
JBIII walking to school by themselves (not very excited about this idea, but he was okay with it and
replied with an awnser that ment yes). This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt (“I suppose so.” and “But remember—I’ll be
watching you.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

46 How does Pearl’s iather feel about Pearl and JBIII walking to school by themselves? Use

two details from the story to support your response. E—
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pearl’s father feels about Pearl
and JBIII walking to school by themselves (very protective). This response provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (they walked by
themselves only 2x and Pearl’s father says that he’s watching them). This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

46 How does Pearls Father feel about Peard and JBIIT walking to school by themselves? Use

two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pearl’s father feels about Pearl
and JBIII walking to school by themselves (does’nt feel good); however, the response only provides one
concrete detail from the text for support (he does’nt like changes whether it was good or bad). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

46

How does Pearl’s father feel about Pear] and JBIII walking to school by themselves? Use
two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the
prompt (pearl said can me and JBIII walk we are 10 years old and he said he was going to whatch you
walk); however, the response does not provide a valid inference to explain how Pearl’s father feels about
Pearl and JBIII walking to school by themselves. This response includes complete sentences where errors
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

46 How does Pearls father feel about Pear] and JBII walking to school by themselves? Use

two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pearl’s father feels about Pearl
and JBIII walking to school by themselves (feels worried); however, the response does not provide two

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

d How does Pearl’s father feel about Pearl and JBIII walking to schocl by themselves? Use

two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They wanted to take a first day
of school picture. In JBIII posed for one half of one second and then joined Dad and me for the walk to
emily Dickinson Elementary).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

46 How does Pearl father feel about Peadd and JBI11 walking to school by themselves? Use

two details from the story to support your respcnse.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Pearl’s is studying how to smile
for puiter day there parents can not wiat to see the puriters | going to look so cool and a big happy
face. So he feel’s so cool with his new bowtie).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

47 How does paragraph 28 relate to paragraphs 23 and 24% Use two details from “Excerpt from

Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life (So Far)” to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

Paragraphs 23 and 24 show why Pearl and JBIII leave Jill behind in paragraph 28. When Jill asks if they are
“Afraid to go in?” in paragraph 23, she doesn’t sound friendly. Then, in the next paragraph, Pearl tells you that
Jill is someone she doesn’t like. So, in paragraph 28 it makes sense that they go into the classroom without Jill
because they don’t like her.

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

47

How does paragraph 28 relate to paragraphs 23 and 247 Use two detalls from “Excerpt from

Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life (S0 Far)” to SUPPOIt YOUT fesponse,
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to
paragraphs 23 and 24 (by showing how Jill affected JBIIl and Pearl). This response provides a
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (in paragraph
23 and 24 it said that they “jumped” when they heard Jill and that Pearl said that she could “live
without her” and Also, in paragraph 28 it said they “marched off” leaveing Jill behind). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

47

How does paragraph 28 relate to paragraphs 23 and 247 Use two detalls from “Excerpt from
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to
paragraphs 23 and 24 (show how Jill says that they are scared to go in the classroom). This response
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt
(“Afraid to go in? said a voice from behind JBIIl and me, and we both jumped. and “JBIIl and |
marched into our new classroom, leaving Jill behind”). This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

47

How does paragraph 28 relate to paragraphs 23 and 247 Use two details from “Escerpt from
Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life (So Far)" to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to
paragraphs 23 and 24 (by showing that JBIII and Pearl are not big fans of Jill Di Nunzio). This
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the
prompt (...“Jill Di Nunzio, who is a person | (Pearl) could live without.” and “JBIII and | (Pearl)
marched into our new classroom, leaving Jill behind”). This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

47
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to
paragraphs 23 and 24 (the main characters peek in the classroom nervous to go in); however, the
response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (march in the classroom). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

47

How does paragraph 28 relate to paragraphs 23 and 247 Use two details from “Excerpt
from
Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life (So Far)" to support your response,
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to
paragraphs 23 and 24 (thay are nurves to go in there new fith grad class); however, the response does

not provide two concrete details for support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

47

How does paragraph 28 relate to paragraphs 23 and 247 Use two detalls from 'Emﬁnrptfmm
Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life (So Far)” to support YOUT response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to
paragraphs 23 and 24 (JBIII and Pearl are trying to prove to Jill that they aren’t afraid to go in);
however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the prompt.
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

47
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Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life (So Far)" to FUpPPOrt YOUr response.
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This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (he stepped outside and | looked
across twelfth street and There was JBIII coming out of his building with his mother who wanted to

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

take a first day of school picture JBIII).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

47

How does paragraph 28 relate to paragraphs 23 and 247 Use two details from “Excerpt from
Ten Good and Bad Things About My Life {So Farf" to SUPPOTt YOUT response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Paragraph 28 relate to 23 and
24 because it tell the same sentence and the same topic).
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Seven-year-old Juan lives in San Pablo, Guatemala, with his grandmother: Many children in
the region do not aftend school, but Juan has started first grade.

Excerpt from The Most Beautiful
Place in the World

by Ann Cameron

When I'd been in school two months, Dofia Irene sent me home with a note to my
grandmother. I showed it to her after supper, and she got miy aunt Tina to read it to her, even
though I told her I could read it myself.

"No, Juan,” my grandmother said. “It’s about you, so you're not the one to read it”

The note said that, with my grandmother’s permission, the teachers wanted to mowve me
into the second grade. Dofia Irene said that they had never had a student who had learned
to read like I did, by myself, before ever starting school. She said that it would be a tragedy if

such a good student had to leave school, and that if my grandmother ever could not keep me
in schoal, the teachers would help to keep me there.

When Aunt Tina stopped reading, she looked at me as if she had never really seen me
before, and was looldng to see what was so special about me, and still couldn't see it, and gave
up.

“Well, congratulations!™ she said.

And I thought my grandmother would congratulate me too. But she didn't, she started to
cry, and threw her arms around me.

She said, “When I was seven, the teachers went from house to house, looking for children
to enroll in school, but when they got to my house, my parents hid me in the woodshed. I
watched between cracks in the boards, and listened. They told the teachers that they didd’t
have any school-age children, not one. They did it because they were afraid if I went to school,
I wouldn't learn to work. They did it for my good, and I didn't say anything or complain, but I
always knew it was a mistake”

She dried her eves, and she told me she would help me study even all the way to university
in the capital. Aslong as she lived she would help me, she said, if T did my best.

And she locked at me as if I were a man already, and said that maybe by studying I could
find out why some people were rich, and some were poor, and some countries were rich, and
some were poor, because she had thought about it a lot, but she could never figure it out.
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And I felt very proud, but also scared, because just more or less by accident [ had taught
myself to read, but that dido’t mean I was so smart.

I said to my grandmother, “I might not always do everything special”
“You don't have to do everything special,” my grandmother said. “Just your best. That's all”

I was proud, but [ wasn't so sure I wanted to do my best all the time. I thought it could
get pretty inconvenient. If people started expecting a lot of me, I would have to do more and
more.

“You ask more from me than Dofia Irene and all the teachers, I said. “They don't expect so
much?

My grandmother glared at me. "They don't love you the way I do either]” she said.
Then she said, "Come on, let’s go for a walk”

She put on her best shawl, and she and I went down the street together, and she walked
the way she always walks, taller and straighter than anybody else. And I walked with my arm

around her.

We walked all the way to the Tourist Office. Then we stopped a minute and looked at the
photo of San Pablo with all the houses of our town, pink and turquoise and pale green, and
behind them the blue lake and volcanoes and the high, rocky cliffs.

My grandmother looked at the writing under the picture. She touched it with her hand.
“What does it say?” she asked.

I read it to her. **The Most Beautiful Place in the World™

My grandmother looked surprised.

I started to wonder if San Pablo really was the most beautiful place in the world. I wasn't
sure my grandmother had ever been anyplace else, but I still thought shed know.

“Grandma,” I said, *is it?"

“Is it what?" she said.

"Iz 5an Pablo the most beautiful place in the world?”

My grandmother made a little face.

“The most beautiful place in the world," she said, “is anyplace”

“Anyplace?”™ I repeated.

“Anyplace you can hold your head up. Anyplace you can be proud of who you arel
“Yes, I said.

But I thought, where you love somebody a whole lot, and you know that person loves you,
that’s the most beautiful place in the world.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

48 In “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place in the World,” why does Juan's grandmother react

differently than Aunt Tina to the note from Juan’s school? Use two details from the story to
SUpport your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:
Juan’s grandmother reacts differently because she never got the chance to go to school and is so proud of Juan.
Aunt Tina “was looking to see what was so special about me, and still couldn’t see it” but his grandmother

“started to cry, and threw her arms around me.”

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

48 In “Excerpt from The Most Beautifid Place i the World,” why does Jussis grandmather react

difierently than Aunt Tina %o the note fram Jusn’ school? Use two details from the story to
SUPPOIT your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Juan’s grandmother reacts
differently than Aunt Tina to the note from Juan’s school (Juan’s grandmother reacts very happily,
meanwhile Aunt Tina is skeptical). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from
the text for support as required by the prompt (This shows that Juan’s grandmother wants him to go to
school, since she has experienced this; “My parents hid me in the woodshed,” since they didn’t want her
to go to school and “I didn’t say anything or complain, but I always knew it was a mistake”). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

48 In “Excerpt from The Mot Beantifid Place in the World)' why does Juans grandmother react

differently than Annt Tina to the note from Juan’s school? Use twe details from the story o
SUPPOIt your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Juan’s grandmother reacts
differently than Aunt Tina to the note from Juan’s school (she is proud of Juan for having a better out
come and chance for an education and Juan’s grandmother regrets not going to school and doesn‘t
want that to happen to Juan). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the
text for support as required by the prompt (“Well congratulations” this was aunt Tina’s reaction “And |
thought my grandmother would congratulate me too. But she didn’t, she started to cry and threw her
arms around me and “but | always knew it was a mistake”). This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

48 In “Excerpt from The Most Beautifid Place in the World why does Juans grendmother react

differently than Annt Tina to the note from juank achool? Use twa details from the story to
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Juan’s grandmother reacts
differently than Aunt Tina to the note from Juan’s school (because when she was a child her parents
did not want her to go to school). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from
the text for support as required by the prompt (when they wanted Juan to go to second grade the
grandmother was so proud and Happy and that she started to cry and gave Juan a big hug). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

48 In *Excerpt from The Mast Bemtifidl Place in the World” why does Juads grendmeother react

differently than Aunt Tina vo the note from juan’s school? Use two detadls from the story 1o
SUPPOTt YOUT response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Juan’s grandmother reacts
differently than Aunt Tina to the note from Juan’s school (because Juan’s grandma has never got the
chance to go to school); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for
support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

48 | In*Excerpt from The Most Beautifil Place in the World} why does Juan’s grandmaother react

differently than Annt Tina oo the note frops foan's school? Use two details from the story to
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Juan’s grandmother reacts
differently than Aunt Tina to the note from Juan’s school (because Juan’s grandmother was proud of
Juan); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the
prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

48

In “Excerpt from The Most Bemdifid Place in the World,' why does Juan’s grandmother resct
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Juan’s grandmother reacts differently
than Aunt Tina to the note from Juan’s school (because Juans grandma wasn't allowed to go to school);
however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the prompt. This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

48 | In"Exverpt from The Most Rematifid Place in e World) why does Juar's grandmother react

differently than Aiiit Tina to the note from fuan school? Use two details from the story to
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Her grandmother want her to go to
another school and Aunt want her to stay in her old school because the other will be alot of money but the
techer said they wll pay but she do not belive them).
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GUID_E PAPER 8 Additional

* | In"Exverpt from The Most Bematifil Flace bn he World?” why docs Juuals grandmother react

differeraly than Annt Tina to the note from juan’s school? Use twe desalls from the story o
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The grandmother Dose not vant
Juan to go to a Diffrent school and aunt tina wants Juan to go to a diffrent school).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

49

Why is the title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world” important to the story? Use
two details from the story to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

The title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world” is important to the story because you learn that it
describes the love between Juan and his grandmother. One detail that supports this idea is when Juan thinks his
grandmother would know if San Pablo really is the most beautiful place and asks her “Is San Pablo the most
beautiful place in the world?” She’s never been anywhere else and can’t read, but he still looks up to her and
wants her opinion. Then, at the end, you learn that Juan’s idea of the most beautiful place in the world is “where

you love somebody a whole lot, and you know that person loves you.”

Possible Details to Include:

Score Points:

Other relevant text-based details

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

49

Why is the title phrase *the most beautiful place in the world® important to the story? Use

two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the title phrase “the most
beautiful place in the world” is important to the story (it symbolizes Grandma and Juan’s close
relationship). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as
required by the prompt (“Where you love somebody a whole lot, and you know that person loves you,
that’s the most beautiful place in the world” and “And | walked with my arm around her”). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

49

Why is the title phrase "the most beautiful place in the world” important to the story? Use
two detalls from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the title phrase “the most
beautiful place in the world” is important to the story (it explains that the most beautiful place in the
world is anyplace). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for
support as required by the prompt (anyplace is where you can hold your head up high, where you can
be proud of yourself; it is where you love somebody a whole lot, and you know the person loves you).
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

49 Why is the title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world® important to the story? Use

two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the title phrase “the most
beautiful place in the world” is important to the story (it teaches you a lesson). The response provides a
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“But I
thought, where you love somebody a whole lot, and you know that person loves you, that’s the most
beautiful place in the world” and “Anyplace you can le proud of who you are”). This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

49

Why is the title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world” important to the story? Use

two details from the story to support your response,
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the title phrase “the most
beautiful place in the world” is important to the story (is tell you that everywear in the world is a
beautiful Place); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support
(“where you love somebody a whole lot and you know that person loves you, that’s the most beautiful
place in the world”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

49

Why is the title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world” important to the story? Use
two details from the story to support your response,
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (“Anyplace you can hold your head
up and Anyplace you can be proud of who you are” and Juan thought that where you love somebody a
whole lot and you know that person loves you, that’s the most beautiful place in the world); however,

the response does not provide a valid inference from the text as required by the prompt. This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

49

Why is the title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world” important to the story? Use
two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the title phrase “the most
beautiful place in the world” is important to the story (juan and his grandmother lives in San Pablo);

however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the prompt.
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

%] Why is the title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world” important to the story? Use
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (the title is the most beautiful
plase because the school was the most beautiful plase to them).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

99| Why is the title phrase “the most beautiful place in the world” important to the story? Use

two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The phrase “the most beautiful
place in the world is anportant to the story because the grandmother used to live there and she told her
grandkid all about San Pablo).
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In this science-fiction excerpt, the Nom is a private comnmmity located on an island.
The Noble Warriors who live there are called the Noma.

Excerpt from Seeker

by William Nicholson

Seeker woke earlier than usual, long before dawn, and lay in the darkness thinking about

the day ahead. It was high summer, with less than a week to go before the longest day of the
year. In school it was the day of the monthly test.

And it was his sixteenth birthday.

Unable to sleep, he rose and dressed quietly so as not to wake his parents, and went out
into the silent street. By the light of the stars, he made his way to the steps that zigragged up
the steep hillside, and began to climb. As he did so he watched the eastern sky, and saw there
the first pale silver gleams on the horizon that heralded the coming dawm.

He had decided to watch the sun rise.

At the top of the steps the path flattened out and led into the stone-flagged Nom square. To
his right rose the great dark mass of the Nom, the castle-monastery that dominated the island;
to his left, the avenue of old storm-blasted pine trees that led to the overlook. He knew these
trees well; they were his friends. He came to this place often, to be alone and to look out over
the boundless ocean to the very farthest edges of the world.

There was a wooden railing at the far end of the avenue, to warn those who walked here
to go no further. Beyond the railing the land fell away, at first at a steep slope, and then in a
sheer vertical cliff. Hundreds of feet below, past nesting falcons and the cirding flight of gulls,
the waves broke against dark rocks. This was the most southerly face of the island. From here
there was nothing but sea and sky.

Seelcer stood by the railing and watched the light trickle into the sky and shivered. The

band of gold now glowing on the horizon seemed to promise change: a future in which
everything would be different. With this dawn he was sixteen years old, a child no longer. His
real life, the life for which he had been waiting so long, was about to begin.

The gold light was now turning red. All across the eastern sky the stars were fading into
the light, and the feathery bands of doud were rimmed with scarlet. Any moment now the
sun itself would break the line of the horizon.

How can a new day begin like this, he thought, and nothing change?
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Then there it was, a blazing crimson ball bursting the band of sea and sky, hurling beams
of brilliance across the water. He looked away, dazzled, and saw the red light on the trunks of
the pine trees and on the high stone walls of the Mom. His own hand too, held up before him,

was bathed in the rays of the rising sun, familiar but transformed. Moving slowly, he raised
both his arms above his head and pointed his forefingers skyward, and touched them together.
This was the Nomana salute.

Those who wished to become Moble Warriors entered the Nom at the age of sixteen.

He heard a soft sound behind him. Turning, startled, he saw a figure standing in the
avenue. He flushed and lowered his arms. Then he gave a respectful bow of his head, because
the watcher was a Noma.

“You're up early’
A woman. Her voice sounded warm and friendly.
"I wanted to see the dawn?

Seeler was embarrassed that she had seen him making the salute to which he was not
entitled; but she did not reprimand him. He bowed again, and headed down the avenue,
now flooded by the brilliant light of the rising sun. As he passed the Noma, she said, “It’s not

necessary to be unhappy”

He stopped and turned back to loolk at her. Like all the Nomana, she wore a badan over her
head, which shadowed her face. But he sensed that she was half smiling as she met his gaze.

*I am unhappy.”

The Noma went on gazing at him with her gentle smile.

“"Who are you?”

He gave his full name, the name his father had chosen for him, the name he hated. *Seeker
after Truth.”

“Ah, yes. The schoolteacher’ son.”

His father was the headmaster of the island’s only school. He was raising Seckertobea
teacher like him.

“Your life is your own, sald the Noma. “If its not the life you want, only you can change it

Seeker made hiz way slowly back to the steps, and down the steps home, his mind filled by
the Noma'’s words. All his life he had done what his father had asked of him. He had always
been top of his class, and was now top of the school. He knew his father was proud of him.

But he did not want to live his father’ life.
Seeker wanted to be a Woble Warrior.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

50 In “Excerpt from Secker,” what theme is supported by paragraphs 20 through 26 Use

two details from the story to support vour response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

The theme is to be who you want to be, not what others want you to be. One example from the text that
supports this is when the Noma says, “your life is your own.” Another example is when Seeker talks about
always having to do what his father wants. “But he did not want to live his father’s life.”

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

50

In "Excerpt from Seeker;' what theme is supported by paragraphs 20 through 267 Use

twao details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme of “Excerpt from Seeker”
is supported by paragraphs 20 through 26 (do what you want to do). The response provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“your life is your own”
This means he can do what he wants to do not what someone else has in mind for him and “He did not
want to live his fathers life” This means that Seeker wants to do his own things and not live the life of
other people). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

50

In “Excerpt from Seeker)” what theme is supported by parageaphs 20 through 262 Use
two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme of “Excerpt from Seeker”
is supported by paragraphs 20 through 26 (you can choose your own fate). The response provides a
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“If it’s not a

life you want, only you can change it” and “your life is your own”). This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

0| In"Excerpt from Seeker) what theme is supported by paragraphs 20 through 267 Use

two detalls from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme of “Excerpt from Seeker”
is supported by paragraphs 20 through 26 (you choose your own destiny). The response provides a
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (the Noma told
Seeker to live his own life and Seeker wanted to be a soldier instead of being a teache like his father).
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

50

In “Excerpt from Seeker)’ what theme is supported by paragraphs 20 through 267 Use

two detalls from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme of “Excerpt from Seeker”
is supported by paragraphs 20 through 26 (determined); however, the response only provides one

concrete detail from the text for support (seeker said he wanted to be a noble warrior). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

50 In “Excerpt from Seeker;' what theme is supported by paragraphs 20 through 267 Use

twe detalls from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text as required by the prompt (Seeker
wasent happy because that he wanted to be a noble warrior, not a teacher like his father and “If that’s
the life you don’t want, you can change it”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference
from the text as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

50

In "Excerpt from Seeker;’ what theme is supported by paragraphs 20 through 267 Use

two detaﬂsfrmn the story to support your response,
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what theme of “Excerpt from Seeker”
is supported by paragraphs 20 through 26 (be who you want to be not who others want you to be);
however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as support as required by the
prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
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two detalls from the story to support your response,
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (This response will explain the
theme of the story To Begin with | think the theme of the story is that Freindship is imporant Because
you play with Friends also Because they always got your Back To summarize this is the theme to the
story).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

>0 In “Excerpt from Seeker,’ what theme is supported by paragraphs 20 through 267 Use

two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (It’s about seeker and and the
Noma speaking to each other).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

51

h

-

In “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place in the World™ and “Excerpt from Seeker,” what
personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use details from both stories to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

« identify a personality trait that Juan and Seeker share

+ explain how both characters show this personality trait
+ use details from both stories to support your response
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Possible Exemplary Response:

A personality trait that Juan and Seeker share is determination. Both boys are trying to do something that
is different and harder than what most try to do with their lives. Even though they may be scared at times, they
keep trying to reach their goals, showing courage and persistence.

In “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place in the World,” you can see Juan’s determination to be
educated and do better things with his life, not just working. Many kids don’t even go to school where Juan
lives, but he is asked to move into the second grade after only two months of school. His determination is not
only seen at school, but even before school starts when he learns to read so quickly and all by himself. Another
example of his determination is in paragraph 10 when he says he feels “very proud, but also scared.” Because
he is scared this shows how much courage and determination Juan has to keep going to school even though it
will be hard. With the support of his grandma and his faith in himself, he will make sure he gets a good
education.

In “Excerpt from Seeker,” Seeker is determined, much like Juan. It is a big day for Seeker because it’s
the day of the monthly test and his sixteenth birthday. The text says, “With this dawn he was sixteen years old, a
child no longer. His real life, the life for which he had been waiting so long, was about to begin.” This tells you
that Seeker really wants to make something of his life and is excited that the day to start is finally here. He is so
determined to start this new life that he gets up before the sun rises and soaks it all in. Even though he has
always done what his father wants, he is determined to do what he has always wished, to become a Noble
Warrior. This day is especially important for Seeker because at 16 you can join the Nom, the first step to
becoming a Warrior. By the end of the story, Seeker’s determination is very evident because the text says, “But
he did not want to live his father’s life. Seeker wanted to be a Noble Warrior.” Even though he is afraid to not
do what his father wants, he has the courage and independence to become a Warrior.

Both Juan and Seeker share the personality trait of determination. Juan shows his determination by
working hard in school and choosing to keep at it, even when he is scared. Like Juan, Seeker is also determined.
He finally decides to become a Noble Warrior, which is not following his father’s wish. He doesn’t want to
disappoint his father, so this shows courage and independence to do what he feels in his heart.

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a

51

| » identify a personality trait that Juan and Seeker share
| » explain how both characters show this personality trait

[ In *Excerpt from The Most Beautifil Place in the World” and “Excerpt from Secker” what |
personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use detalls from both storles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» use detafls from both stories to support your response

W 0US STRY ARG, e Onoy (A niwg,

R STRERTRAET N o SR SnRirg s

PWOVOY & \R2

By YAV 00\ v\ passages, hoye fGuwnd
6 RRTIhAl ¥y, AV A ARV, box\n snare T afe woria
PONUARKEA Trou, ANy Goous obams Wrarod o Gluay
A et naces That cwo X fnoug e

S Ramiurn gt AL (Margor s

W TR MGRT R0, UTEUL P10 Wi R WAL Jugpm
WS WaoX Vi COMRS avout XS MR San Gk
YR WER wng UL WBL S MOut v LY bea kU
QOLL AN MR WAYIA GG W apois v sUs
AW, A W DR MR LO0NTRS W aavaRs B, e g
WAL WOHVARL A0 RROA.\NNS WLDIT gttt u)
NWOCE R WBTAL 1© oM R oL gt g LoNaed

OVS OV
WSy S AT DAUW WNOX {0 Clg

Page 103




GUIDE PAPER 1b

DAL RNR WOMG GRAL WVRY SWL WAL ryaexe,
e XUV SRTUAY SO gy e O wovss N eR
\JHLE BRIV IS AT KMRNIRR BN wan.a0Wy
MON (0N CRONE KT TNRSR WA 0av 2 Sogyay
CUNO0T AL GR(\AQA X0 VR COMR G ROAL SUMARN By,
VT RIASUANTF GOt VS S0RVEN- OF OV S tMr—
AWONT AN A e o (3 Me o K
VROXS AVLROAS (T SERMAX WO YU be
G OV TOVBNRY W00 € 0 AEOTMLE, R WY
HCX VY STAHY A 0p POLYHedL TRV RUT L AN S\
WON e b N B ougnitul.

WA CONCIUSAGNL gL v LY inosmy Yoty _
0K JUAN AN SRR YOV SNON R v pnood-
SUWILI UM VAL 6% BYWR. Juan aitugint
0F MW LONADL LRS- STLERY ANnpug\nt 6E Ny
XY VROV R e decivdled pV\ vaL oy
a Nowit solchie e Mo Ve both Aoughttul

B 0L (0N WG, TR RRYL ST £ YR XEONYT 08
ANWANTEUE LS. TRGE 1y VL vy Ny

oA WMok v oxv o ond seeVer
S\\(xe.

Page 104




GUIDE PAPER 1c

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (They
are both thoughtful. They think about others instead of always thinking about himself).The response
demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts (Juan shows that he cares about others. He
didn’t think about himself only and what he wants, like games, toys, etc. like other kids would do and Seeker
didn’t know what to do before Noma came. He decided to become a Noble soldier. But he thought about his
father. Of course, his father wants him to become a teacher, but if he hears the news of Seeker wanting to be
a Noble Soldier instead of a teacher, he might act upset or disappointed). The topic is developed with
relevant, well-chosen facts and concrete details from the texts [He said that being with who you love is your
most beautiful place in the world and she (Noma) told Seeker some great words. “Your life is your own. If
it’s not the life you want, only you can change it.” Those words gave Seeker courage]. The response exhibits
clear, purposeful organization, and ideas are skillfully linked using grade-appropriate words and phrases
(Instead, Of course, Therefore, In conclusion). The language used is stylistically sophisticated with domain-
specific vocabulary (courage, upset, disappointed). The concluding statement follows clearly from the topic
and information presented (In conclusion, the personality trait that Juan and Seeker share is thoughtfulness
Juan thought of his loved ones and Seeker thought of his father before he decided on becoming a Noble
Soldier). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions.
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GUIDE PAPER 2a

Additional

51

COONANVNIIAAR OV OVEOL

In “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place in the World” and “Excerpt from Seeker” what
personality trait do Juan and Seeker chare? How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use details from both stories to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

« identify a personality trait that Juan and Seeker share
= explain how both characters show this personality trait
» use detalls from both stories to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 2b

Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 2c Additional

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (Juan
shows a personality trait called, “brave” and Seeker is also brave). The response demonstrates insightful
comprehension and analysis of the texts (He shows this personality trait when he takes a step forward from
1% grade to 2™ grade, even though he was scared and He wants to be a warrior, which is dargerous, and
also has the bravery to despise his father. In paragraph 23, it explains that his father who is a headmaster of
the school wants Seeker to become a teacher also). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen facts
and concrete details from the texts (“And I felt very proud, but also scared.” This shows that he was a little
afraid of taking a step forward, since he was skipping the rest of 1% grade, and nobody had ever done
something like that before and “Seeker wanted to become a Noble warrior.” This shows that he really has
the courage to risk his life becoming a warrior, and to really turn his father down after all these years he
had prepared Seeker). The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, and ideas are skillfully linked
using grade-appropriate words and phrases (However and In conclusion). The language used is stylistically
sophisticated with domain-specific vocabulary (taking a step forward, bravery, despise, risk his life, turn his
father down, courageous). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few
errors (dargerous).
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GUIDE PAPER 3a

>1 In *Excerpt from The Mast Beautiful Place in the World™ and "Excespt from Secker” what

personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality tradt!
Lise detalls from both storles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» ideatify a personahity trait that Juan sxd Secker share
« explain how both characters show this persanality rakt
+ use details from both staries to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
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GUIDE PAPER 3c

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (The
persinality trait that both Juan and Seeker have is that they do not give up). The response demonstrates
insightful analysis of the texts (it is posibul to do what you want and be what you want, but you have to try and
dream). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen facts and quotations from the texts (“they had
never had a student like me that learned to read and write”, this shows that Juan is a very hard worker and
“the teachers wanted me to go into second grade,” this shows that Juans hard work paid of; “Seeker wanted
to be a Noble Warrior,” this shows that Seeker does not want to be what his dad wanted to be; “He did not
want to live his fathers life,” this proves that Seeker wanted to follow his own dreams not his fathers). The
response exhibits clear organization and links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (It also states
and In conclusion). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (In
conclusion, this is what Seeker and Juan’s persinalitys are and how they are shown in the story). The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (persinality, of, posibul).

Page 111




GUIDE PAPER 4a

51

\

n “Excerpt from The Mast Beautiful Place in the World” and “Excerpt from Seeker;’ what ]
personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?
TJse details from both stories to support your response. -

In your response, be sure to

+ identifiy a personality trait that Juan and Seeker share
+ explain how both characters show this personality trait
» use details from both stories to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 4b

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (one
personality trait both Juan and Seeker share is intelligence). The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (because of his intelligence, Dona Irene decided to
give him the chance to skip 1% grade and move on to 2", and that the teachers will help him to stay in
school and He had always been on top of his class, and was now on top of the school). The topic is
developed with relevant facts and details from the texts (Dona Irene said that they had never had a
student who learned to read, like | did before ever starting school and All his life he had done what his
father had asked of him. He had always been on top of his class, and was now on top of the school).
The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate words and phrases (In
addition and In conclusion). The response uses grade appropriate precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary (key role).The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (In
conclusion, a personality trait that both Seeker and Juan share is intelligence). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions.
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GUIDE PAPER 5a Additional

51

[ In *Excerpt from The Most Beautifil Place in the World” and *Excerpt from Seeker® what
personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?

Use details from both stories to support your response,
In your response, be sure o

« identify 2 personality trait that Juan and Seeker share
= explain how both characters show this personality trait
+ pse details from both stories to support your response
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Juan and Seeker
are both Determined). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts
(Juan trys his best in school all the time and Seeker is determined because his father would like him to follow
in his footsteps and persue a career in teaching. However, Seeker was determined to try to become a warrior
insead of a teacher). The topic is developed with relevant facts and details from the texts (Juan tried his very
best in school, he did well and even learned how to read and “He was raising Seeker to be a teacher like
him.” “Seeker wanted to be a noble warrior.” More over, these statements show that Seeker was determined
to become a Noble Warrior, no-matter what his father wanted him to do). The response exhibits clear
organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate words and phrases (In addition, Furthermore, More
over, In culmination). The response uses grade appropriate precise language and domain-specific vocabulary
(quite determined as well, follow in his footsteps). The concluding statement follows from the topic and
information presented (In culmination, that is the character trait the both Seeker and Juan share, -
determination). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional
errors that do not hinder comprehension (trys, insead, persue, no-matter, More over).
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51

» use details from both stories to support your response

—

In “Excerpt from The Most Bemutiful Place in the World™ and “Excerpt from Seeker;” what
personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use details from both storles to support your responee,

In yyur response, be sure to
» identify a persanality {rait {hat Juan and Seeker share
» explain how both characters show this personality trait
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The personality
trait that both Juan and Seeker share is detirmined). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
comprehension and analysis of the texts (Both Juan and Seeker do well in school as Juan got moved up to
the second grade and Seeker is at the top of his school). The topic is developed with relevant facts and
details from the texts (As one of the reasons being he got moved up to the second grade for his talent in
reading. In the text it states “the note said that with my grandmother’s permission the teachers wanted to
move me into the second grade.” Also it states Dona Irene said that they never had a student who had
learned to read like I did myself before ever starting school!” and “he was always at the top of his class and
now at the top of his school”. It also states “those who wished to become warriors entered the Noma at the
age of sixteen”). The response exhibits some attempt at organization and inconsistently links ideas using
words and phrases (All of this will be supported with details from the text and In the next paragraphs you
will more about how each of them show the personality trait). The response does not provide a concluding
statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions.
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In “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place i the World”™ and “Excerpt from Seeker)' what
personality trait do Juen and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?

Use details from both stories to support your response,
In your response, be sure to

+ jdentify a personality trait that Juan and Secker share
= explain how both characters show this personality treit
= use details from both storses Yo support your responss
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Juan and Seeker
share a personality trait. The trait is determination). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of
the text (They are both students who try their best and do good). The topic is partially developed with the
use of some textual evidence (Juan got into second grade and he tried hard. He loved to read which was
something the teachers at his school like about him and Seeker was in the top of his class and the top of his
school where his father is the headmaster). The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with
inconsistent use of appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (They do good in school. They also
try their best to do good). This response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the task
and information presented (In conclusion the trait they share is determination. They do good in school. They
also try their best to do good). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions.
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51

In “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place in the World™ and "Excerpt from Seeker; what
persanality trait do Juan and Secker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use details from both stories to support your responze.

In your responss, be sure to

« identify a personality trait that Juan and Secker share
« explain how both characters show this persanality trait
» use details from buth storics to support your response
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (They
both don’t want the life they have). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual
evidence (Juan does not want to be the best in his school because the teachers would be expecting a lot
more from him and Seeker’s dad wants him to be a teacher when he grows up. His dad is teaching him
to be a teacher already). The response exhibits clear organization and links ideas with appropriate
words and phrases (As you may see). This response provides a concluding statement that follows
generally from the task and purpose (As you may see, Juan and Seeker both do not want the life that
there parents want them to have). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (there parents).
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51

[ 1n *Excerpt from The Most Beautifil Place in the World® and *Excerpt from Secker? what

personality trait do Juan end Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality tralt?
Use detalls from both storles to support your response,

In your rexponss, be sure (v

» identify a personality trait that Juan and Seeker share
+ explain how both characters show this personality trait
« use details from both stories 10 support your response
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (In the stories
they are both good in school. This made me think the trait they shared is that they are smart). The topic is
partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (Juan was allowed to skip a grade in school. He was
also very good at reading and Seeker was also a very good student. He was always the top of his class and now
the top of the school). The response exhibits some attempt at organization and provides a concluding statement
that follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion I think them being good in school makes
them smart. | think they both share the trait of being smart). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions.
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51

[ tn “Excerpt from The Most Beautifil Place in the World” and “Excerpt from Secker” what
personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use detalls from both stories to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
-idf_'ntjfy.a. pr_monahtf trait that Juan and Secker share
» explain how both characters show this persanality trait

= use details from hath sbories 10 support your response
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class.

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (A personality
trait that they both share is that they are both smart). The topic is partially developed with the use of some
textual evidence (Juan was smart enough to skip the rest of first grade and go into second grade and A detail
from “Excerpt from Seeker” is that the text says that he had always been top of his class). The response
exhibits little attempt at organization and it does not provide a concluding statement. The response

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions.
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51

[1n “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place in the World™ and “Bxcerpt from Seeker, what
personality treit do Juan and Seeker sharet How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use detalls from both stories to support your response,

In your response, be sure to

L+ identify a persopality trait that Juan and Secker share
» explain how both characters show this personality trait
|+ use details from both stories to support your response
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (One
personality trait that Juan and Seeker both share is Bravery). The response demonstrates an attempt to use
evidence, but only minimally develops ideas (Juan was Brave enough to start school and Seeker was Brave
enough to not let his father get in the way of his life). The response exhibits little attempt at organization and
provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic (This is the personality trait that |
think these two boys share and how I think they show it). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions.
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51

‘

‘I “Excerpt from The Most Beautiful Place in the World® and “Excerpt from Seeker;’ what
personality trait do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trajt?
Use detalls from both stories to support your response,

In your response, be sure to

» identify a persenality trait that Juan and Secker share

» explain how both characters show this personality trait
» use details from both stories to support your response
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (In
these two stories the main charecters find something special about them selfives). The response demonstrates
an attempt to use evidence, but only minimally develops ideas (Juan’s special trait is he is really good at
reading and gets offered to be put in second grade by his teacher and The Seekers special identification is
his father was the only teacher in the school building and taught all the children on the island). The response
exhibits little attempt at organization and uses language that is imprecise for the texts and task (special
identification).This response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic (These
are some special things the main charecters find out about them selfives). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (charecters
and them selfives).
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[ In “Excerpt from The Most Beautifil Place in the World” and "Excerpt from Secker,” what
personality treit do Juan and Seeker share? How dio both characters show this personality trait?
Use details from both storles to support your response,

In your response, be sure to

» identify a personality trait that Juan and Seeker share
» explain how both characters show this personality trait
+ use details from both stories to support your response
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (Juan and Seeker share there personality
because they both wan’t to do something with there lives). No evidence is provided. There is no evidence of

organization. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may
hinder comprehension (there and wan t).
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51

2

[ In “Excerpt from The Maost Beautifid Place in the World” and “Excerpt from Seeker? what
personality treit do Juan and Seeker share? How do both characters show this personality trait?
Use details from both stories to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify a personality trait that Juan and Seeker share
» explain how both characters show this personality trait
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task (Juana and Seeker shares details
in the story and both story have theme in it). The response provides evidence that is completely irrelevant (I
like both themes they both show personality trait because they both show good details and they both show
character traits | liked Reading the stories). The response exhibits no evidence of organization. The
response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension
(lack of punctuation).
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