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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
43  

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The newspaper says the mermaid was ñthe most odd of all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedò because 

it wasnôt what people expected and was very odd looking. According to the text, the mermaid wasnôt at all like 

the ones in fairy tales or like the ones in the flyer. It was actually a ñsmall, dried, ugly thing.ò It also looked 

more like a monkey than a beautiful maiden from the sea. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER  1  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd of 

all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (no one expected the mermaid to look dried up and no 

one expected it to look way uglier than a mermaid in fairy tales). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (άIts upper body look 

more like that of a monkey than a maidenέ and άSome people said it was a monkeyΩs torso, joined to a 

fishΩs tailέ). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER  2  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd of 

all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (It looked odd). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (It was a small, dried, 

ugly thing and ItΩs upper body looked more like that of a monkey than a maiden). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 
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GUIDE PAPER  3  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd 

of all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (the mermaid was unusual). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (The mermaid 

was not like the mermaid in a fairy tale and The mermaid was ugly, dry, and itΩs upper body is like a 

monkey). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER  4  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd of 

all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (the people thought it was going to be beutiful but it was 

ugly); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (The torso 

looked more like a monkey then maiden). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER  5 
43  

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was ñthe most odd of all 

oddities earth or the sea had ever producedò (they thought that the mermaid was gonna be pretty and They 

also thought it looked like a monkey); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 

  

Additional  
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GUIDE PAPER  6  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd 

of all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (the people thought it looked wierd when they saw 

it); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER  7  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (One newspaper says the 

mermaid was the most odd of all oddities earth or sea had ever produced beaucause back then 

Reporters have been finding things that aren t believable to others). 
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GUIDE PAPER  8  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is unintelligible (The new Paper Jumped on the story and the curiosity began to become 

a mermaid of the newspaper). 

  

Additional  



 

Page 14 
 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

44 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
These three paragraphs support the main idea that the Fejee Mermaid turned out to be a fake and Barnum was 

really tricking people. The naturalist that was bringing the mermaid to New York wasnôt a doctor or scientist. 

He was really a friend of Barnum and was playing along with the made-up story. Another example of the hoax, 

is that the reports about the mermaid were all written by Barnum. It just helped build ñmermaid fever.ò 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (P.T Barnum tricked people into wanting to see the 

mermaid). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (άGriffin was no more real than the mermaidέ and άof course, real scientists 

were quick to spot the fakeέ and άlike the mermaid many of the exhibits were fakeέ). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER  2  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (how they got people intrested in it). The response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(άBarnum made his hoax more believable by having a άscientistέ presentέΧ and άNew adΩs urged 

people to see the mermaid and draw their own conclusionsέ). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 
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GUIDE PAPER  3  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (Levi LymanΩs mermaid was only a hoax). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (He thought it would look more authentic if a scientist presented the mermaid and He also 

added real animals like the platypus is it will look authentic). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER  4  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (the owner of the mermaid can get money from it); 

however, the response does not provide any details from the text for support. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER  5  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text as required by the prompt (Barnum 

made his hoax more belieable by having a άscientistέ present it and by including actual animals such as 

the platypus in the exhibit); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text as 

required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability.  

  

Additional  
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GUIDE PAPER  6  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a literal recounting of a detail from the text as required by the prompt (trumed up 

science was part of the promotion); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the 

text as required by the prompt. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER  7  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (News papers were sent to the south by Buname. Griffin was the real 

mermaid). 
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GUIDE PAPER  8  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They did not think the Platapuses 

features were real like its beak and its tale). 

  

Additional  
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

45 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
The TAM program challenges kids in many ways, helping them accomplish great things. Itôs not just a 

place where kids learn how to fly. They grow and improve themselves by learning about others that have come 

before them and how to set goals. 

 

One way the program challenges kids is to have them set goals. To achieve this goal TAM helps them 

make a plan. For instance, flight lessons are expensive and TAM doesnôt just say figure it out. Instead, the 

program helps kids earn museum dollars. They can help around the museum, do homework or volunteer in the 

community to earn these dollars. Then, they can use their earnings to help pay for their flight lessons. 

According to the text, ñKids at TAM know that if they want to fly, they canïthey just have to work for it.ò  

 

Breaking aviation records is another program challenge that kids achieve by setting goals. Even though 

TAM isnôt all about breaking records, lots of kids have done this with TAMôs help because they learn how to be 

successful when they make a plan. Kenny Roy was the youngest African American in the U.S to get a solo 

pilotôs license. And, Kelly Anyadike was the youngest African American girl to ñfly four different fixed-wing 

aircraft in one day.ò She was only 16! Her sister set a flying world record at 15.  

 

All these challenges really change kidsô lives. TAM teaches them about African American pilots that 

flew planes in World War II. They learn about their bravery in the war and in fighting racism. The kids are 

really inspired by these men and want to make them proud. So, the kids not only try to become great pilots, but 

do great things in their lives. One student is going to be a doctor and another plans to become an officer in the 

Air Force and then a commercial pilot. The text says, ñthey know they can do anything if they set their minds to 

it.ò  

 

In conclusion, there are many challenges at the TAM program, like setting goals and breaking records. 

These challenges affect the kids by helping them believe they can do anything they want if they make a plan, 

even becoming a heart surgeon. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER  1a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER  1b  
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GUIDE PAPER  1c  

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Kids at TAM 

are challenged in many ways, but it pays off. They are becoming great pilots).The response demonstrates 

insightful comprehension and analysis of the text (If you want success, you have to earn it, through hard 

work and education, but if you really want to reach your goal. its worth it). The topic is developed with 

relevant, well-chosen facts and concrete details and other information from the text (It costs money to get 

aviation lessons. So how would they pay for it? They work around the museum to get money to pay for their 

aviation lessons; Children at TAM arenôt just going to sit in a seat and Magically become a successful 

aviator; you need to work hard and practice flying many times before you are skilled. It shows kids that if 

they work hard enough, and become educated enough you can do anything you set your mind to). The 

response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, and the language used is stylistically sophisticated and uses 

domain-specific vocabulary (worth every penny, everything in life isnôt free, not just going to sit in a seat 

and Magically become an aviator,  exact opposite). The concluding statement follows clearly from the topic 

and information presented (Tam is not easy, itôs the exact opposite. If you want success, you have to earn it, 

through hard work and education, but if you really want to reach your goal. its worth it). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER  2a  

45 

 
 

 

  

Additiona l 
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GUIDE PAPER  2b  

 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (In 

the passage άPlanes on the Brainsέ it talks about 2 sisters that have taken rivals to the next level and 

got inspired). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the text (At 

tommorowΩs Aeronautical Museum Ron said it challenges you because kids the want to fly know they 

can just have to work hard to get to their dreamΩs). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen 

facts and concrete details and other information from the text (Some of the things that make the kids 

work hard is that they can earn museum dollars to pay for a flying lesson. Also it getΩs them thinking 

and planning how they can beat a viation record. Also going through the flying simulator and doing 

commuity service help you earn museum dollars. They also get dollars when they ask for tutoring on 

homework and Some of the effects on these kids are that Kim wentΩs to become a heart surgeon. Kenney 

Row is a college student in the air force reserve, he plans to become a Air Force Officer then latter a 

commercial pilot. Petgrave says άThats how it ought to beέ we are not about setting records. These kids 

have been exposed to avaiton at such a young age now they look at thing differenlty). The response 

exhibits clear, purposeful organization, and links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases 

(Some of the things, Also, So in conclusion). The concluding statement follows clearly from the topic 

and information presented (So in conclusion learning how to fly at TAM can change how you look at 

life to these kids the sky is no longer a limit). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (tommorowΩs, dreamΩs, serivice, 

viation, differenlty). 

  

Additiona l 
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GUIDE PAPER  3a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER  3b  

 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (TAM 

challenges the kids in the program in many ways). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and 

analysis of the text (By working for their lessons, the kids are challenged and become hardworking and 

responsible and they learn that they can accomplish anything and benefit not only themselves, but everyone). 

The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen facts and concrete details and other information from the 

text (ñFuture pilots earn ómuseum dollarsô by doing tasks around the museum, going through the flight 

simulator program, and doing community serviceò and ñthey know they can do anything if they set their 

minds to itò). The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, and links ideas using grade-appropriate 

words and phrases (also, As stated above, All in all). The language used is stylistically sophisticated and uses 

domain-specific vocabulary (mature, responsible, benefit). The concluding statement follows clearly from 

the topic and information presented (All in all, the kids in the TAM program are challenged in many ways, 

and these challenges affect the kidsô lives for the better. By being in the program, they learn that they can 

accomplish anything and benefit not only themselves, but everyone). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions. 
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GUIDE PAPER  4a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER  4b  

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (one way 

theyΩre challenged is when theyΩre learning/exposed to aviation). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (they would look at things differently and would be 

curious to reach new heights and learning about aviation will help them succeed in their flying career 

and theyΩve improved their skills in flying and are also capable of setting records). The topic is 

developed with relevant facts and details from the texts (άThese kids have been exposed to aviation at 

such a young age, they look at things differentlyέ which shows how this challenge made them capable if 

this task and another way they were challenged was to earn άmuseumέ dollars to pay for a flight lesson 

and άFlying has changed these kidsΩ lives ς and setting records was just icing on the cakeέ). The 

response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate words and phrases (In the 

following, There are many ways, In addition, As you can see). The response uses grade appropriate 

precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (curious, capable, improved their skills). The 

concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (As you can see, there are many 

ways kids are challenged in the TAM program and the great and satisfying effects toward kids who 

went through these challenges). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions. 
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GUIDE PAPER  5a 

45 

 

 

  

Additional  
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GUIDE PAPER  5b  

 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Roy said that ñit 

challanges you, being here at Tamò and I agree but the challanges in Tam also effect the children). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (Those challenges can 

effect the children by effecting what they want to be as a grown up). The topic is developed with relevant 

facts and details from the text (Some of the challenges are getting help with school work, doing taskôs 

around museumôs, going through the Fight Simulator Program, and doing Cummunity service they do this 

so they can earn museum money once they have enough they can pay for lessons and Kimberly did all of 

those challanges and now she wants to be a heart surgeon also Kenny roy wants to be an air force officer 

then a commeciel pilot). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate 

words and phrases (Some of the challenges, for example, also, In conclusion). The concluding statement 

follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, this is the challenges in tam program and 

how they effect the kids). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Cummunity,  commeciel, effect, this is the challenges). 

  

Additional  
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER  6b  

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (Some of the 

challenges at TAM are hard and some arnôt). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension 

and analysis of the text (The challenges at TAM make you earn your fun, they donôt get everything handed to 

them, if they do something helpful, they get rewarded). The topic is developed with relevant facts and details 

from the text (when the kids work they get museum dollars and the kids use their museum dollars to pay for 

flight lessons). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas with grade-appropriate words and 

phrases (In paragraph 16, This means, In closing). The concluding statement follows from the topic and 

information presented (In closing, making kids work for their fun is a good way to teach them about life). 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions. 
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GUIDE PAPER  7a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER  7b  

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (Kids are 

challenged in the TAM program by trying to learn how to fly). The response demonstrates a literal 

comprehension of the text (the will be experienced and they will know to work hard). The topic is 

developed with relevant facts and details from the text [the kids at TAM know that if they want to fly, they 

can ï they just have to work for it; ñFor instance, Kimberly Anyadike plans to become a heart surgeon; 

Kenny Roy, now 21, is a college student in the Air Force Reserve; and later, a commercial pilot (And maby 

his little brother, Jeremiah Esters, 7, will follow in his foot steps. Heôs studying aviation at TAM now.)ò]. 

The response exhibits some attempt at organization and inconsistently links ideas using words and phrases 

(For example). No concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension.  
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GUIDE PAPER  8  

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The kids at TAM 

have to earn ñMueseum moneyò to pay for there flight lessons Kids have to help around the museum to earn 

these. They have to pick up and even guide people on tours! Thats a challenge). The response demonstrates a 

literal comprehension of the text (They also have to memerize what buttons are which, They have to learn 

latitude and longitude, They have to even know the aerodynamics of the plane before flying). The response is 

partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (Kids have to help around the museum to earn 

these and The kids that want to fly also have to start training when there young. Around 13 or 14 to be 

exact). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (If they follow all of the 

steps, they are ready to take it to the skys). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Mueseum, memerize, there flight 

lessons, Thats). 

  

Additional  
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GUIDE PAPER 9a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER  9b  

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (Someways 

kids are challanged in the TAM program and effects they have on the kids make it either challanging or 

easier for the kids). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (How the kids are 

challanged in the TAM program is they have to set certain goal which are hard to reach). The response is 

partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (When it comes to fly they can but they have to 

work for it and Also to do what you want to do you have to study alot). The response exhibits clear 

organization, and provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information 

presented (In conclusion, the TAM program challange the kids and give effects). The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension 

(challanged, have to set certain goal, alot). 
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GUIDE PAPER  10  

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that generally follows from the task and purpose (It is 

challenging at TAM because you have to work your hardest to fly). The response demonstrates a literal 

comprehension of the text (you have to make a aviation record). The response demonstrates an attempt to 

use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence (Roy says that once you have that you know 

that what ever you put your mind up to somthing you can do it). The response lacks the use of linking words 

and phrases and does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (a aviation, what ever, 

somthing). 
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GUIDE PAPER  11  

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Tam challenges you because you hove to 

get Museum dollars). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas 

with minimal evidence (Tom challenges you because you hove to get Museum dollars and if yo get 

enough you get a free flight lesson and I am guessing you need alot). The response does not provide a 

concluding statement, and demonstrates an emerging command of conventions, with some errors that 

may hinder comprehension (hove and yo). 

  

Additional  
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GUIDE PAPER  12  

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (The kids have challenges because they donôt 

know everything). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with 

minimal evidence which is generally invalid (they dont know how to do everything so they have lots of 

challenges and effects on them that could hurt them relly bad and crash into something with out knowing 

how to contole it). The response exhibits little attempt at organization and does not provide a concluding 

statement. The response demonstrates an emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may 

hinder comprehension (dont, relly, with out, contole). 
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GUIDE PAPER  13  

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task since it is a direct copy from the 

passage (while theyôre learning to fly, theyôre olso learning about aviation history and but ñthey were 

amazing,ò says kimberly. ñthey beat all oddsò). The response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal 

evidence (while theyôre learning to fly, theyôre olso learning about aviation history and but ñthey were 

amazing,ò says kimberly. ñthey beat all oddsò). The response exhibits no evidence of organization. 

Conventions are minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

  



 

Page 49 
 

GUIDE PAPER  14  

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (It is good to face challenges. To 

me challenges make you a better person. When you face hard challenges it makes you relise that life is about 

challenges. To begin with some challenges kids face are money challenges). The response provides no 

evidence and does not provide a concluding statement. This response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (relise). 

  

Additional  



 

Page 50 
 



 

Page 51 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

46 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Pearlôs father is worried about Pearl and JBIII walking to school by themselves. You can tell he is worried 

because he has only let Pearl walk by herself two other times, and she really doesnôt think he is going to let her 

do it every day. Another example from the story that shows he is worried is when he insists on watching them 

until they get to school. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER  1  

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how PearlΩs father feels about Pearl 

and JBIII walking to school by themselves (nervous and unsure). This response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (άWellΧsaid my father.έ 

and άI suppose so.έ When you say άWell,Χέ youre trying to say άI donΩt know.έ If PearlΩs father was 

100% sure of letting Pearl and JBIII walk to school by themselves, he would say, άOf course you 

can.έ).This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER  2 
46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain how PearlΩs father feels about Pearl and 

JBIII walking to school by themselves (not very excited about this idea, but he was okay with it and 

replied with an awnser that ment yes). This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (άI suppose so.έ and άBut rememberτIΩll be 

watching you.έ). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how PearlΩs father feels about Pearl 

and JBIII walking to school by themselves (very protective). This response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (they walked by 

themselves only 2x and PearlΩs father says that heΩs watching them). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 56 
 

GUIDE PAPER  4  

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how PearlΩs father feels about Pearl 

and JBIII walking to school by themselves (doesΩnt feel good); however, the response only provides one 

concrete detail from the text for support (he doesΩnt like changes whether it was good or bad). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (pearl said can me and JBIII walk we are 10 years old and he said he was going to whatch you 

walk);  however, the response does not provide a valid inference to explain how Pearlôs father feels about 

Pearl and JBIII walking to school by themselves.   This response includes complete sentences where errors 

do not impact readability. 

  

Additional  
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how PearlΩs father feels about Pearl 

and JBIII walking to school by themselves (feels worried); however, the response does not provide two 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They wanted to take a first day 

of school picture. In JBIII posed for one half of one second and then joined Dad and me for the walk to 

emily Dickinson Elementary). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (PearlΩs is studying how to smile 

for puiter day there parents can not wiat to see the puriters I going to look so cool and a big happy 

face. So he feelΩs so cool with his new bowtie). 

  

Additional  



 

Page 61 
 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

47 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Paragraphs 23 and 24 show why Pearl and JBIII leave Jill behind in paragraph 28. When Jill asks if they are 

ñAfraid to go in?ò in paragraph 23, she doesnôt sound friendly. Then, in the next paragraph, Pearl tells you that 

Jill is someone she doesnôt like. So, in paragraph 28 it makes sense that they go into the classroom without Jill 

because they donôt like her. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to 

paragraphs 23 and 24 (by showing how Jill affected JBIII and Pearl). This response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (in paragraph 

23 and 24 it said that they άjumpedέ when they heard Jill and that Pearl said that she could άlive 

without herέ and Also, in paragraph 28 it said they άmarched offέ leaveing Jill behind). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to 

paragraphs 23 and 24 (show how Jill says that they are scared to go in the classroom). This response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(άAfraid to go in? said a voice from behind JBIII and me, and we both jumped. and άJBIII and I 

marched into our new classroom, leaving Jill behindέ). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to 

paragraphs 23 and 24 (by showing that JBIII and Pearl are not big fans of Jill Di Nunzio). This 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (ΧάJill Di Nunzio, who is a person I (Pearl) could live without.έ and άJBIII and I (Pearl) 

marched into our new classroom, leaving Jill behindέ). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to 

paragraphs 23 and 24 (the main characters peek in the classroom nervous to go in); however, the 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support  (march in the classroom). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to 

paragraphs 23 and 24  (thay are nurves to go in there new fith grad class); however, the response does 

not provide two concrete details for support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 

  

Additional  
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 28 relates to 

paragraphs 23 and 24 (JBIII and Pearl are trying to prove to Jill that they arenΩt afraid to go in); 

however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the prompt. 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (he stepped outside and I looked 

across twelfth street and There was JBIII coming out of his building with his mother who wanted to 

take a first day of school picture JBIII). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Paragraph 28 relate to 23 and 

24 because it tell the same sentence and the same topic). 

  

Additional  



 

Page 70 
 



 

Page 71 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

48 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Juanôs grandmother reacts differently because she never got the chance to go to school and is so proud of Juan.  

Aunt Tina ñwas looking to see what was so special about me, and still couldnôt see itò but his grandmother 

ñstarted to cry, and threw her arms around me.ò 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why JuanΩs grandmother reacts 

differently than Aunt Tina to the note from JuanΩs school (JuanΩs grandmother reacts very happily, 

meanwhile Aunt Tina is skeptical). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt (This shows that JuanΩs grandmother wants him to go to 

school, since she has experienced this; άMy parents hid me in the woodshed,έ since they didnΩt want her 

to go to school and άI didnΩt say anything or complain, but I always knew it was a mistakeέ). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why JuanΩs grandmother reacts 

differently than Aunt Tina to the note from JuanΩs school (she is proud of Juan for having a better out 

come and chance for an education and JuanΩs grandmother regrets not going to school and doesnΩt 

want that to happen to Juan). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt (άWell congratulationsέ this was aunt TinaΩs reaction άAnd I 

thought my grandmother would congratulate me too. But she didnΩt, she started to cry and threw her 

arms around me and άbut I always knew it was a mistakeέ). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why JuanΩs grandmother reacts 

differently than Aunt Tina to the note from JuanΩs school (because when she was a child her parents 

did not want her to go to school). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt (when they wanted Juan to go to second grade the 

grandmother was so proud and Happy and that she started to cry and gave Juan a big hug). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why JuanΩs grandmother reacts 

differently than Aunt Tina to the note from JuanΩs school (because JuanΩs grandma has never got the 

chance to go to school); however, the response does not  provide two concrete details from the text for 

support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 77 
 

GUIDE PAPER  5  

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why JuanΩs grandmother reacts 

differently than Aunt Tina to the note from JuanΩs school (because JuanΩs grandmother was proud of 

Juan); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the 

prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional  
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Juanôs grandmother reacts differently 

than Aunt Tina to the note from Juanôs school (because Juans grandma wasnôt allowed to go to school); 

however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text as required by the prompt. This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Her grandmother want her to go to 

another school and Aunt want her to stay in her old school because the other will be alot of money but the 

techer said they wll pay but she do not belive them). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The grandmother Dose not vant 

Juan to go to a Diffrent school and aunt tina wants Juan to go to a diffrent school). 

  

Additional  
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
The title phrase ñthe most beautiful place in the worldò is important to the story because you learn that it 

describes the love between Juan and his grandmother. One detail that supports this idea is when Juan thinks his 

grandmother would know if San Pablo really is the most beautiful place and asks her ñIs San Pablo the most 

beautiful place in the world?ò Sheôs never been anywhere else and canôt read, but he still looks up to her and 

wants her opinion. Then, at the end, you learn that Juanôs idea of the most beautiful place in the world is ñwhere 

you love somebody a whole lot, and you know that person loves you.ò 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the title phrase άthe most 

beautiful place in the worldέ is important to the story (it symbolizes Grandma and JuanΩs close 

relationship). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (άWhere you love somebody a whole lot, and you know that person loves you, 

thatΩs the most beautiful place in the worldέ and άAnd I walked with my arm around herέ). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the title phrase άthe most 

beautiful place in the worldέ is important to the story (it explains that the most beautiful place in the 

world is anyplace). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt (anyplace is where you can hold your head up high, where you can 

be proud of yourself; it is where you love somebody a whole lot, and you know the person loves you). 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 


