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2-Point Rubric—Short Response

Score Response Features
2 Point The features of a 2-point response are
+ Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the
prompt
* Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
*» Relevant facts, definitions. concrete details. and/or other information
from the text to develop response according to the requirements of
the prompt
» Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text as required by the prompt
* Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability
1 Point The features of a 1-point response are
+ A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as
required by the prompt
» Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text to develop response according to the
requirements of the prompt
+ Incomplete sentences or bullets
( Point* The features of a 0-point response are

* A response that does not address any of the requirements of the
prompt or is totally inaccurate

* A response that is not written in English

* A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

» Ifthe prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response
can be scored no higher than a 1.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session
leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no
response attempted).
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New York State Grades 6-8 Expositoery Writing Evaluation Rubric

BCORE
CRITERIA CCLS 4 3 2 1 [
Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Esadys at this level: Esadys at this level:
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: —clearly introduce atopic ina — cleardy ntroduce atopicin a —introduce a topic in @ manner that | —ntroduce a topic i a manner —demaonstrate alack of
the extent to which the ’ manner thatis compeling and manner that followrs from the task followis generally from thetask and | that doss notlogicaly follow from comprehension of the text{s) or
£33y conveys complex foliows logicaly from the task and and purpose purpDse the task and purpose task
ideas and information Rm:fg P —demonstrate aliterl —demonstrate Fifleunderstanding
clearly and accurately in o _ —demonstrate grade-appecprate .
order to support claims in ﬂ‘—danm?state nsightful analysis of analysis of the textjz) comprehension of the text{s) of the text{s)
an analysis oftopics or @ textis)
texts
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: —develop the topic with relevant, —devekop the topic with relevant —partialy develop the topic of the —demonstrate an attempt touse —provide no evidence of
the extent to which the . wiel-chosen facts, definitions, facts, definitions, detads, easay with the useof some textual | evidence, but caly develop ess provide evidence thatis
resents evidence concrete detals, quotations, or other | quotations, or other nformation and | evidence, some of whichmay be with minimal, occasional evidence | completely melevant

fro mjﬂ:]e provided texts to wa information and examples from the examples from the text{s) relevant wihich is generally invaid or
supportanalysis and R.1-8 textis) relevant
reflection —sustain the use of varied, redevant | —sustain the use of relevant —use relevant evidence with

evidence evidence, with scmelack of variety | inconsistency
COHERENCE —exhibit clear organization, withthe | —exhibit clear crganization, with —exhibit some attempt at —exhibit Fithe attempt at —exhibit no evidence of
ORGANIIATI:DN AND shkillful use of appropriate and varied | the useof appropeiate transiions to | orgamization, with mconsistentuse | orgamization, or attempts to organization
STYLE: the e:xter;t to which transitions to create aunified whols create a unified whols of transitions organize are imelevant to the task
the logically and enhance meaning
ﬂi:g;‘;‘:g‘ﬂ'ﬁrﬁm‘“ —estahich and mantsna formal | —establish and mantainaformal | —estabish butfal tomantana | —lack a formal style, using —use language thatis
using fnrlmal style and we | style using grade-appeopriate, styleusing precise language and formal style, with mconsistentuse language thatis imprecise or predominantly incoherent or

rBCise lannuane L3 stylistically scphisticated language domain-specific vocabulary of language and domain-specific nappropriate for the textis) and copied directly from the fextis)

p quag Le | 2nd domainspecific vocabulary with vocabulary tak

a notable sense of voice

—provide a concluding statementor | —peovide a concluding statement —provide a concluding statement —provide a concluding statement | —do not provide a concluding

section that ks compeling and followrs | or section that follows from the or section that follows genezally or section that is logical or siatement or section

cleardy from the topic and information | topic and information presented from the topic and information unnlated to the topic and

presented presented information presented
CONTROL OF —demonstrate grade-appropriate —demonsirate grade-appnopriate —demonstrate emenging command | —demonstrate alack of command | —are minima, making
CONVENTIONS: the extent command of conventions, with few command of conventions, with of conventions, with some emors of conventions, with frequent Fasessment of conventions
to which the . wo | emoms cccasiond emors that do not hinder | that may hindsr comprshension emors that hinder compeshension unreliable
demonstrates command of L1 comprehension
the conventions of L2

standard English grammar,

usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling

*  Aresponsetotally copiedfram the text(s) with no onginal student writingshould be scoreda 0.
*ConditionCode Ais appliedwhenevera studentwhois present foratest sessionleaves an entire constructedresponse question inthat sessioncompletely blank (no res ponse

attempted}).
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If the prompt requires two texts andthe student only references onetext, the response can be scored no higher thana 2.
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Responsestotallyunrelatedto the topic, illegible, or incoherent should be givena 0.
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Excerpt from Stranger from the Tonto

by Zane Grey

One morning from a black slope of a desolate bluff the old prospector located, away to
the southward, three red crags. He had grown tremendously excited and nothing could
have held him back. These colourful hills seemed far away to the younger man, who
ventured a suggestion that it might be wise, considering the time of year, to make for the
cool altitudes instead of taking a risk of being caught in that stark and terrific contact with
the hot rock

They went on down into the labyrinth! of black craters and red canyons, and across
fields of cactus, ablaze with their varied and vivid blossoms. The palo verde shone gold in
the sun, the acotillo scarlet, and the dead palo christi® like soft clouds of blue smoke in the
glaring sand washes. The luxuriance of the desert growths deceived the eye, but at every
end of a maze of verdure? there loomed the appalling desolation and decay of the rock
fastnesses of the earth.

From time to time the gold seckers caught a glimpse of the three crags that began to
partake of the deceitfulness of desert distance. They grew no closer, apparently, but higher,
larger, changing as if by magic into mountains. These glimpses spurred Bill Elway on, and
Kent Wingfield, knowing they were lost, grew indifferent to the peril and gave himself
fully to the adventure.

They had been marvellously fortunate about locating waterholes. Elway had keenness
of sight and the judgment of experience. Added to this was the fact that one of his
burros,* Jenester, could scent water at incredible distances. But one night they had to
make dry camp. The next day was hot. It tock all of it to find water. And that day the
crags disappeared as utterly as if the desert had opened to swallow them.

Cool, sweet desert dawn, with a menacing red in the east, found the adventurers
doubly lost, for now they did not even have a landmark to strive for. All points of the
compass appeared about the same—barren mountains, dark cones, stark and naked
shining ridges, pale blue ranges in the distance.

!labyrinth: a maze

2 palo verde, ocofillo, and palo christi: types of desert trees and shrubs
3 verdure: greenery

4 burros: donkeys
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But Elway pushed on south, more bowed every day, and lame. The burros became
troublesome to drive. Jenester wanted to turn back, and the others were dominated by her
instinct. Elway, however, was ruthless. Kent watched him, no longer with blind faith, but
with the perturbation® of one who saw a man guided by some sixth sense, into which
intelligence did not enter.

Nevertheless soon he changed their order of travel, in that they slept in the daytime
and went on at night. The early dawn, soft and grey and exquisite, the glorious burst of
sunrise, seemed to hold the younger man enthralled, as did the gorgeous sunsets, and the
marvellous creeping twilight. As for the other hours, he slept in the shade of an ironwood
tree, bathed in sweat and tortured by nightmares, or he stalked silently after the
implacable prospector.

They talked but little. Once Elway asked how many days were left in June and Kent
replied that he guessed about half.

“August is the hot month. We can still get out,” said the prospector, rolling a pebble
in his mouth. And by that he probably meant they could find gold and still escape from
the fiery furnace of the desert. But he had ceased to pan sand in the washes or pick at
the rocks.

The days multiplied. Spent in the shade they were not unendurable or utterly
strength-prostrating. But the noen hours, during which the men invariably awoke, had a
solemn menacing austerity.% The nights were pleasant, so far as atmosphere was
concerned. Try as Elway might, he could not drive the burros in a straight line. Jenester
edged away to the east, which fact was not manifest until daylight.

Another dry camp, with the last of the water in their canteens used up, brought the
wanderers to extremity. Elway had pitted his judgment against the instinct of Jenester, and
catastrophe faced them.

Darkness brought relief from the sun, if not from overwhelming dread. The moon
came up from behind black hills and the desert became a silvered chaos, silent as death,
unreal and enchanting in its beauty.

This night Elway pave Jenester her head and with ears up she led to the east. The
others followed eagerly. They went so fast that the men had to exert themselves to keep
up. At midnight Kent was lending a hand to the older man. The sand dragged at their
leaden feet. But they could not head the burros, which they were now following by the
tinkling of Jenester’s bell. The moon sank behind the dark horizon. White, blinking,
pitiless stars shone piercingly. They paled into grey and when dawn broke the young man
was half-supporting the old prospector.

5 perturbation: uneasiness
& austerity: harshness
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All around, the desert looked precisely as it had for days. The eastern ranges were
crowned with fire; those in the west gloomy in purple haze. The burros had travelled
uphill. They had passed on out of hearing and had to be trailed. The older man appeared
to be fast weakening. But sight of a jack rabbit and the sound of a mockingbird in
melodious song saved him from collapse. Where these living creatures were it could not
be far to water.

Elway sank less weightily upon Kent's strong arm. They climbed, trailing the tracks
through the aisles between the cactus thickets, round the corners of cliffs, up a slow-rising
ridge above the top of which three round peaks peeped, and rose, and loomed. Elway
pointed with a shaking hand and cried out unintelligibly. His spirit was greater than his
strength; it was Kents sturdy arm that gained the summit for him.

“Look—old timer!” panted Kent hoarsely.

Three symmetrical mesas, singular in their sameness of size and contour, and
magnifying all the mystery and glory of reflected sunrise, dominated a wild and majestic
reach of desert.

But the exceeding surprise of this sudden and totally unexpected discovery of the
three peaks that had lured and betrayed the prospectors instantly gave way to an infinitely
more beautiful sensation—the murmur of running water. A little below them ran a swift
shallow stream, transparent as glass, yet taking on a tinge of the morning rose. The burros
were drinking.

Page 5



EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

43

In “Excerpt from Stranger from the Tonfo,” how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?
Use two details from the story to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

Lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot by showing with detail how difficult it is for the gold seekers.
According to the text, “they did not even have a landmark to strive for.” So, how will the travelers know
where to go if they don’t even see their destination? Another example from the text, “All points of the
compass appeared about the same...,” shows they are unsure which direction they are walking since every
way looks the same. The reader knows from these lines that they are lost and things are going to be tough.

Possible Details to Include:

Score Points:

Other relevant text-based details

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

43

In “Excerpt from Stranger frowm iz Torfo, haw do Hnee 25 thersh 38 copsmbute ta the ploct

Use twnp details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides two valid inferences from the text to explain how lines 23 through 26 contribute
to the plot (adds the suspense and making the reader concerned for the adventurers). The response
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt
(“cool, sweet dessert dawn with a menacing red in the east, round the adventurers doubly lost for now
they didn’t even have a landmark to strive for” and “All the points of the compass appeared the same”).
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

43

In “Bxcerpt from Stranger from the Tonte;” how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?
Use two details from the story to support your respense.

In " Excerpt from Strandger from thelonto} wnes a3 through
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 23 through 26 contribute to
the plot (explained that they were lost). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt (they had no landmark to go towards and “. . . pale

blue ridges in the distance,” all seemed similar). This response includes complete sentences where
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

43

In “Excerpt from Stranger from the Tonto,” how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?
Use two details from the story to support your respense.
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This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 23 through 26 contribute to
the plot (showing difficulties they are facing). The response provides a sufficient number of facts and
other information from the text for support as required by the prompt (“All points on the compass
appeared the same” and “They did not even have a landmark to strive for”). This response includes

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

43

In “Excerpt from Stranger from the Tonto," how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?

Use two detalls from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 23 through 26 contribute to
the plot (by describing the desert); however, this response only provides one concrete detail from the
text for support as required by the prompt (“All points of the compass appeared about the same.” this
states how every direction they went, wheather it was South, North, etc. the desert wouldn’t finish, it
would keep on going on). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact

readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

43 In "Excerpt from Stranger from the Tonte,” how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?

Use two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 23 through 26 contribute to
the plot (contribute to the suspense of the except); however, the response does not provide two concrete
details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.

Page 11



GUIDE PAPER 6

43

In “Bxcerpt from Seranger from the Tonts," how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?
Use two details from the story to support your response.

¥ Connicdies fo the Dlor by -
SOMS  1r Was 07 Cool Sweet clawn, widn
O\ M0N0 rcd in dhe tosr.,” Phovner
YROSDN YNy, F condn euies A0 P Ay 18
& 5008 M Teinvs 0% Hnc compass Gppeard
Depuy Yre Somnc - Chvren Mounyauns, dark
Cones , SYove ond Noved fhumnej A0S,

e ONC YONGes N he ciStance. "

This response does provide some details and/or other information from the text for support as required
by the prompt (“cool sweet dawn, with a menacing red in the east” and “All points of the compass
appeard about the same”); however, no valid inference from the text is provided. This response

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

a3 In “Excerpt from Stranger from the Tonto,” how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?

Use two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (“August is the hot month . . . find gold and still escape from the fiery
furnace of the desert”).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

43 In “Excerpt from Stranger from the Tonto! how do lines 23 through 26 contribute to the plot?

Use two details from the story to support your response,
\_' OV 13 0w ao@\ 20
Can TN XD TN 'D\Q\r
SeomuSe YV PeS=meg S
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (because the passage is about
back in the day in an area of a dessert).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

44

How does Jenester influence the decisions of the men in the story? Use two details from the

story to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

Jenester influences the decisions of the men in the story because being a burro, she takes them places they may
not have gone. For instance, in line 20, it says, “Jenester could scent water at incredible distances.” This
helped the gold seekers find camps with water, which they may not have found otherwise, especially since
they didn’t always agree to follow her. Another example, of Jenester influencing the decisions, is when she led
the men to the east, which eventually brought them to the three peaks and running water. They most likely

wouldn’t have gotten to this point without her.

Possible Details to Include:

Score Points:

Other relevant text-based details

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

44

How does Jenester influence the declslons of the men in the story? Use two detalls from the
story to support your résponse.
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This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jenester influences the decisions
of the men in the story (by going against them). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (even though Jenester could smell water
from incredible distances, wherever Jenester wanted to go, Elway went against it and when the men
finally gave up in listening to Elroy, they decided to let loose Jenester & follow her). This response

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

- How does Jenester influence the declsions of the men n the story? Use two detalls from the

stoTy to Support your response.

Tenster maes the men wsure absut which way o
qo. For examyle ,as sizied i fre previoss parag rapht,
reason, told the men o 3 Soud. But~ Jenestv wanled 4
ap east. Sie the men fnew Jeneskr wis excellewt at
%}?dﬂ@ waler and MJM’J her, they wdvered o [ritle
betuwreen }oﬂawmﬂ her & ﬁ[{.-:rm@ {‘agr:_f'\ second wayj
Joreslr male the men unsure was when Elway wos
orazly wmoving South . Jeresty wanted o tum back, bot
E!wa5 rbdh}f.ﬁ{g moeed ha on o the South. .rﬁrhﬁ Hus,
Wingfield grew uneasy and conconed, v he v doubityg
Flways decmon  becawse Jenstr was tlling them to
kg h‘ﬂ:k.

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jenester influences the decisions
of the men in the story (makes the men unsure about which way to go). The response provides a
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (reason told
the men to go South. But Jenester wanted to go east and Jenester wanted to turn back, but Elway
ruthlessly moved her on to the south). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

44 How does Jenester Influence the decisions of the men In the story? Use two details from the

story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jenester influences the decisions
of the men in the story (Jenester has instincts and when the mans ideas did not work they went along
with Jenester.). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support
as required by the prompt (when Jenester started to make a fuss about where to go the men started to
notice and “Jenester edged away to the east, which fact was not manifest until daylight”). This response

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

44

How does Jenester influence the declslons of the men L the story? Use two detalls from the

$101Y to SUpport your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jenester influences the decisions
of the men in the story (Jenester could scent water at incredible distance); however, the response does
not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

44

How does Jenester influence the declsions of the men in the story? Use two detals from the

story ta SUpport your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jenester influences the decisions
of the men in the story (when they run out of water, Jenester starts to lead them); however, this
response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (The group trusts her, and follows
her willingly). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

44

How does Jenester influence the decistons of the men in the stary? Use two detalls from the
StOTY [0 SUPPOTT YOUr response.

Jeroeter nFluanceg the detsions of the wen in fhe
gi’:)fj with  his "SiAth SuceEnse”. T‘F'EI"T{?S.}_@; could SCant
Lotir abF inCitodible olitkonces?; 50 the men nool feith

i _';‘.,jl.d'{ﬂj lvaker & Contbinued On their JE}UI'-”E-J?-

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jenester influences the decisions
of the men in the story (with his “sixth scense”); however, this response only provides one concrete
detail from the text for support (“Jenester could scent water at increddible distances”). This response

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

44

How does Jensster lnfluence the declslons of the men In the storyt Use two detalls from the
story to SUpport your regponse.

Tenesler nCluence the decisions ok
the wen because she made +hem
+hipk obod theit decisions MoOe

deorly before they become Linghzed

AeC a0

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

While the response provides some information from the text, no valid inference is provided. This

response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (she made them think about their
decisions more clearly).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

44 How does Jenester inflaence the: decisions of the men In the story? Use two detals from the
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is inaccurate and does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (by saying to
them that August was the hot month and they are still in June).
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Saeng and her family emigrated to the United States from Laos four years ago. In this
excerpt, Saeng has just failed her driving test. On the walk home, she enters a florists shop.

Excerpt from The Winter Hibiscus
by Minfong Ho

Slowly, Saeng walked down the narrow aisle toward the hibiscus. Orchids, lanna
bushes, cleanders, elephant ear begonias, and bougainvillea vines surrounded her. Plants
that she had not even realized she had known but had forgotten drew her back into her
childhood world.

When she got to the hibiscus, she reached out and touched a petal gently. It felt smooth
and cool, with a hint of velvet toward the center—just as she had known it would feel.

And beside it was yet another old friend, a small shrub with waxy leaves and dainty
flowers with purplish petals and white centers. *“Madagascar periwinkle;” its tag
announced. How strange fo see it in a pol, Saeng thought. Back home it just grew wild,
jutting out from the cracks in brick walls or between tiled roofs. There had been a patch
of it by the little spirit house where she used to help her mother light the incense and
candles to the spirit who guarded their home and their family. Sometimes she would
casually pick a flower or two to leave on the offerings of fruit and rice left at the altar.

And that rich, sweet scent—that was familiar, too. Saeng scanned the greenery around
her and found a tall, gangly plant with exquisite little white blossoms on it. “Dok Malik,”
she said, savoring the feel of the word on her tongue, even as she silently noted the
English name on its tag, “jasmine”

One of the blossoms had fallen off, and carefully Saeng picked it up and smelled it.
She closed her eyes and breathed in, deeply. The familiar fraprance filled her lungs, and
Saeng could almost feel the light strands of her grandmother’s long gray hair, freshly
washed, as she combed it out with the fine-toothed buffalo-horn comb. And when the sun
had dried it, Saeng would help the gnarled old fingers knot the hair into a bun, then slip a
dok Malik bud into it.

Saeng looked at the white bud in her hand now, small and fragile. Gently, she closed
her palm arcund it and held it tight. That, at least, she could hold on to. But where was
the fine-toothed comb? The hibiscus hedge? The well? Her gentle grandmother?

A wave of loss so deep and strong that it stung Saeng’s eyes now swept over her. A
blink, a channel switch, a boat ride in the night, and it was all pone. Irretrievably,
irrevocably gone.
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And in the warm moist shelter of the greenhouse, Saeng broke down and wept.

It was already dusk when Saeng reached home. The wind was blowing harder, tearing
off the last remnants of green in the chicory weeds that were growing out of the cracks in
the sidewalk. As if oblivious to the cold, her mother was still out in the vegetable garden,
digging up the last of the onions with a rusty trowel. She did not see Saeng until the girl
had quietly knelt down next to her.

Her smile of welcome warmed Saeng. “Ghup ma laio le? You're back?” she said
cheerfully. “Goodness, it’s past five. What took you so long? How did it go? Did you—#"
Then she noticed the potted plant that Saeng was holding, its leaves quivering in the wind.

Mrs. Pancuvong uttered a small cry of surprise and delight. “Dok faeng-noil” she said.
“Where did you get it?"

“I bought it,” Saeng answered, dreading her mother’s next question.
“How much?”
For answer Saeng handed her mother some coins.

“That’s all?” Mrs. Panouvong said, appalled. “Oh, but I forgot! You and the Lambert
boy ate Bee-Maags. . ..

"Mo, we didn't, Mother,” Saeng said.
“Then what else—?"
“Nothing else. I paid over nineteen dollars for it

“You what?” Her mother stared at her incredulously. “But how could you? All the
seeds for this vegetable parden didn't cost that much! You know how much we—" She
paused, as she noticed the tearstains on her daughter’s cheeks and her puffy eyes.

“What happened?” she asked, more gently.
“I—I failed the test.,” Saeng said.

For a long moment Mrs. Panouvong said nothing. Saeng did not dare to look her
mother in the eye. Instead, she stared at the hibiscus plant and nervously tore off a leaf,
shredding it to bits.

Her mother reached out and brushed the fragments of green off Saengs hands. “Its a
beautiful plant, this dok faeng-noi,” she finally said. “I'm glad you got it”

“It’s—it’s not a real one,” Saeng mumbled. I mean, not like the kind we had
at—at—" She found that she was still too shaky to say the words at home, lest she burst
into tears apain. “Not like the kind we had before,” she said.

“I know, her mother said quietly. “I've seen this kind blooming along the lake. Its
flowers aren't as pretty, but it's strong enough to make it through the cold months here,
this winter hibiscus. That's what matters”
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She tipped the pot and deftly eased the ball of soil out, balancing the rest of the
plant in her other hand. “Lock how root-bound it is, poor thing,” she said. "Lets plant it,
right now.”

She went over to the corner of the vegetable patch and started to dig a hole in the
ground. The soil was cold and hard, and she had trouble thrusting the shovel into it.
Wisps of her gray hair trailed out in the breeze, and her slight frown deepened the
wrinkles around her eyes. There was a frail, wiry beauty to her that touched Saeng deeply.

“Here, let me help, Mother,” she offered, getting up and taking the shovel away
from her.

Mrs. Pancuvong made no resistance. “T'll bring in the hot peppers and bitter melons,
then, and start dinner. How would you like an omelet with slices of the bitter melon?#”

“Id love it," Saeng said.

Left alone in the garden, Saeng dug out a hole and carefully lowered the “winter
hibiscus” into it. She could hear the sounds of cooking from the kitchen now, the beating
of the eggs against a bowl, the sizzle of hot oil in the pan. The pungent smell of bitter
melon wafted out, and Saengs mouth watered. It was a cultivated taste, she had
discovered—none of her classmates or friends, not even Mrs. Lambert, liked it—this
sharp, bitter melon that left a golden aftertaste on the tongue. But she had grown up
eating it and, she admitted to herself, much preferred it to a Big Mac.

The “winter hibiscus™ was in the ground now, and Saeng tamped down the seil around
it. Overhead, a flock of Canada geese flew by, their faint honks clear and—yes—familiar to
Saeng now. Almost reluctantly, she realized that many of the things that she had thought
of as strange before had become, through the quiet repetition of season upon season,
almost familiar to her now. Like the geese. She lifted her head and watched as their
distinctive V was etched against the evening sky, slowly fading into the distance.

When they come back, Saeng vowed silently to herself, in the spring, when the snows
melt and the geese return and this hibiscus is budding, then I will take that test again.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

45

In the story, Saeng and her mother discuss hibiscus plants. What does the hibiscus plant
represent to Saeng? What does it represent to Saeng’s mother? What thoughts and feelings do
Saeng and her mother have about the hibiscus plant in the story? Use details from the story to
support your response.

In your response, be sure to

+ explain what the hibiscus plant represents to Saeng

+ explain what the hibiscus plant represents to Saeng’s mother

+ explain the thoughts and feelings Saeng and her mother have about the hibiscus plant in
the story

» use details from the story to support your response
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Possible Exemplary Response:

In the story, Saeng and her mother both cherish the hibiscus plant, however, it represents different things
to each of them.

After failing her driving test, Saeng searches out a hibiscus in a florist’s shop. This plant, among others,
reminds her of her childhood. She fondly remembers as she touches the hibiscus. “It felt smooth and cool, with
a hint of velvet toward the center—just as she had known it would feel.” This feeling of familiarity overtakes
Saeng as she yearns for pieces of her homeland: the fine-toothed comb, the hibiscus hedge and her
grandmother. The hibiscus represents her home in Laos and all of her fond memories. These memories come
pouring back when she touches the hibiscus, as the text says, “A wave of loss so deep and strong that it stung
Saeng’s eyes now swept over her.” She is sad to have failed the test, and now wishes she were back in Laos,
where it seemed simpler and wonderful.

Unlike Saeng, the hibiscus plant represents possibilities and hope to her mother. First, Saeng’s mother
was upset she bought the hibiscus because it was so expensive. But then, she sees “the tearstains on her
daughter’s cheeks and her puffy eyes,” and finds out Saeng failed her driving test. Instead of getting angry with
Saeng, she tells her she is glad she bought it. Saeng insists it’s not like the ones back in Laos, but her mother
says, “I know. I’ve seen this kind blooming along the lake. Its flowers aren’t as pretty, but it’s strong enough to
make it through the cold months here, this winter hibiscus. That’s what matters.” Then, her mother starts to
plant it in their garden. This shows her mother finds beauty and good in their new home, and she has hope that
things will work out. She turns Saeng’s longing for home into hope for a better spring. As Saeng helps plant the
hibiscus, she vows to take the test again when the hibiscus starts to bloom. And, she also learns to appreciate
things, like the geese flying overhead, that are no longer strange to her in her new home.

The hibiscus plant represents fond memories of Laos for Saeng, which bring tears of sadness.
Although, for her mother, it represents hope for a new and better life in America. By the end of the story,
Saeng feels her mother’s hope with the planting of the winter hibiscus, symbolizing a new beginning. Not only
will she take the test again in the spring, but she realizes there are many wonderful, familiar things in her new
home.

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
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Ln the story, Sxeng and her mother discuss hiblsouz plants, What does the hiblscus plane
represent to Saeng? What does it represent wo Saeng's mothee? What thouglns and feelings do
Sazng and her mother have aboat the hibisous plant in the sary? Use details from the staey to
SUPPITE JOUC EFPOnES,
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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GUIDE PAPER 1c

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the
task and purpose (flowers has a lot of meaning to a family from Laos and especially since it is a strong
connection to Laos, now that they are in the U.S.). This response demonstrates insightful analysis of the
text (Her connection with plants is shown when she has a flashback to Laos, with her grandmother; We
can infer how important all of this is to her because leaving it all behind created a “loss so deep and
strong that it stung Saeng’s eyes’’; They are the memories of Laos). The topic is developed with the
sustained use of relevant, well-chosen details from the text (She remembered “the light strands of her
grandmother’s long grey hair, freshly washed . . .”, sees her daughter crying and so she starts to
nurture the flower and plant it and “it’s strong enough to make it through the cold months here’). The
response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate transitions to create a unified
whole (especially since, but, because, so she starts to, To both). A formal style is established and
maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (deep
relationship, strong connection, undeniable favorite, flashback to Laos, very fond of). The concluding
statement follows clearly from the topic and information presented (To both of them, the “winter
hibiscus” is not only a flower, but more like a tradition and a symbol of back home). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (flowers has).
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GUIDE PAPER 2a Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 2b Additional
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (symbolizes
something for both Saeng and her mother and they both have thoughts and feelings about the hibiscus
plant). This response demonstrates insightful analysis of the text (It represented the love of her
grandmother, represents the strength to go through the hard times, it’s strong enough to make it
through the cold months here). The topic is developed with the sustained use of varied, relevant
evidence from the text (“The familiar fragance filled her lungs, and Saeng could almost feel the light
strands of her grandmother’s long gray hair . . .” and “It’s flowers aren’t as pretty, but it’s strong
enough to make it through the cold months here, this winter hibiscus’’). Clear organization is exhibited
by the skillful use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (First of all, According to the text,
Another example, On the other hand). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of
grade-appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (symbolical, hard times, demonstrates,
significance of, secure and protected). The concluding statement follows from the topic and
information presented (Without a doubt, the hibiscus represented something to them both and made the
feel different things). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few
errors (fragance and remembered of helping).

Page 33




GUIDE PAPER 3a

45

( In the siory Seang and her maother discuse hibiscns plants, What does the hibisous plan

represent to Szeng? What dowes it represent to Ssenpls mother? What theephts and feelings do
Saeng and ber maother have about the hikizena plant in the sbory? Use details from the oy to
SUPUCT FOuUr responss,

Im your response, be sure to

+ explain what the hibiscos plant represents to Sseng

« exphoin what the hikizons plnt represents to Szengs mother

« explain the thoughts and feelings Saeng and her mather have abeat the hibisczs plant in
the story

o e clufpdls (oom the sy Lua ST PP YA CEsTAn e

Tn e © Sﬂwgwdhtrwaﬁwbmaath
“wiwier Wowcus o tws J:ﬁ;:mi- oferpretations.
Sﬂma sees P Wigeos os Munte oA Wfe and Jur
netwar sees e Qower os oot desyiie Yause
d-fﬂrcnws Hﬂﬂ et bt Seovdeyr Qtﬂu\kﬂ& yasards
Ilu.
uﬁ sees T ‘w‘.:isms s e o e,

S Cets dn Whiscos plant wtd @n awedf
A vju-'smmt. ond Seels bur opondpiivacs  hgir,
bot its Mot the Do fqt\w re. nof The
s Qawers and sralls from 'a‘mﬁ‘:a#h ﬁh‘k\é.lll‘w
'3‘]"-1-.'.‘! hﬁlﬁﬂ .l'.'lk‘l'{ Yoo hbiscos gques lag o fﬂh‘.l
Geding thek dolus amom hur L and por
.F o fsr 0. momunt.

um%fm wadal en th othur hand sees a Iifle

Page 34




GUIDE PAPER 3b

bit of Seens in He plotted Kbiscos. Saeng Fells
ey pwthar 1‘1.&1‘ she faifed ow r'r-.?x:*f?'!an‘?' Lest

and instesd of beirm mgrc_ Saenas motler fells
her olasot haws 4 :E,ng 5 0 ‘winter hbisees”
ond v was meant o stama \ofo abstacles
such o8 o strons and cold conter Her métiur
thinke thaf El:,;_n - ik ﬂ:u.ue.rI shovidh 4 e
bmd&.hf dun Iael,r abstacles ot learn . VTl
ot

Sa Mtd huy moHr bcﬁ;l,n share fd‘l,fq_ {ﬂp_-arn"'s
the Rower becanse W sypdadic w Maie ays fhen
cne o the both ¢f Hunt IE o H-r;wc} u
hbistos bangs Hum clacer 'Irp{\ilﬂ.l' (-

r‘t.':« pou can Set b Al ster Secng ard [-Lu'
moths Lrd Hhot fhe "wirler ﬁrrlais.:@;' " represen
swdtbing 15 Hum b or i =k loriras
Ham chx.'i]l.a.n_r.

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(Saeng sees the hibiscus as they’re old life and her mother sees the flower as Saeng and both have
similar feelings towards the plant). This response demonstrates insightful analysis of the text (but it’s
not the same for her, they re not the same flowers and smells from home; Her mother thinks that Saeng,
like the flower, shouldn’t be brought down by obstacles; both share love towards the flower because
it’s symbolic in more ways than one). The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-
chosen details from the text (feels her grandmothers hair, but it’s not the same for her, they re not the
same flowers and smells from home, Saeng tells her mother that she failed an important test, and how
the plant is a “winter hibiscus” and it was meant to overcome large obstacles). Clear organization is
exhibited by the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In the story, but, on the other
hand, As you can see). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of precise language
and domain-specific vocabulary (different interpretations, calming feeling, and share love). The
concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (As you can see it the story
Saeng and her mother find that the “winter hibiscus” represents something to them both but it still
brings them together). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with
few errors.
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(Saeng and her mother had mutual feelings, represented home to Saeng, 7o Saeng’s mother it
represented home and joy). This response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the text (it
brought her back to that moment where she helped her grandmother, It made them both happy knowing
they were “closer” to home They were always home with the bond built between them). The topic is
developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-chosen details from the text (brought her back to a
time where “Saeng could almost feel the light strands of her grandmothers long grey hair and Even
though her mother was upset about her buying it for 19 dollars she was also very excited to see it). The
response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In
the excerpt, But they, just like when). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of
precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (colorful plants, mutual feelings, bond built,
appreciated). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (They were
always home with the bond built between them and appreciated her mom when she tried to help her,
just like when she was a child when she helped her grandmother). The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (realised).
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(Saeng and her mother thinks of the hibiscus as strong and full of hope, To Saeng, it represents her
journey, For her mother, it represents the determination in people). This response demonstrates grade-
appropriate analysis of the text (the hibiscus is still root-bound, it has a long way to go, just like Saeng;
Once it’s grown and strong, she’ll be strong and retake the test; So it’s a flower of hope and
determination to go on). The topic is developed with relevant facts and details from the text (“in the
spring, when the snow melts and the geese return and this hibiscus is budding, then I will retake the test
again”, “it’s strong enough to make it through the winter”). The response exhibits clear organization,
with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (However, Once, So). The concluding
statement follows from the topic and information presented (So it’s a flower full of hope and
determination to go on. They admire this flowers beauty). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with few errors.
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (to
remind her of home, represents Saeng’s happiness to the mother, Some of the feelings of the two are
happiness, hope, sadiness). This response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the text (Even
though it’s not exactally like the plant Saeng has at her old home it still represents her old home,
Saeng’s mother knows that this plant will make Saeng happier and give more hope). The topic is
developed with relevant facts and details from the text (Saeng buys a winter Hibiscus to remind her of
home, “Not like the one we had before”, and sad because they weren’t home). The response exhibits
clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (still represents,
Some, because it reminded) The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented
(They were happy because it reminded them of home, sad because they weren’t home and have their
family or all their familiar surrondings). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with few errors.
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose
(represented as hope to Saeng; represented as a surviver to Saeng’s mother; There feelings were sad,
confuse, happy, hungry, and proud). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual
evidence (“when they come back, . . . and this hibiscus is budding, then I will take that test again’;
“It’s flower aren’t as pretty, but it’s strong enough to make it through the cold months here’). This
response exhibits some attempt at organization but lacks a formal style, using language that is
imprecise or inappropriate for the text and task. The response demonstrates emerging command of

conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (She haves hope and is represented as a
surviver).
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose
(represents something to Saeng and thats home and represents something to Saeng’s mother and that’s
strength). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (The plant brings back
memories of her grandmother and back at home and This plant was the only thing she had left to
remind her of home). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (“Gently,
she closed her palm around it and held it tight” and “Its flowers aren’t as pretty, but its strong enough
to make it through the cold months here, this winter hibiscus”). This response exhibits little attempt at
organization and there is no concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with few errors.
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose and
demonstrates little understanding of the texts. (The hibiscus to Saeng is like home). The topic is
partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (Saeng truly misses all this; she broke down
sobbing from the memories and homesickness; still too shaky to say the words at home, lest she burst in
to tears again”). This response exhibits some attempt at organization but lacks a formal style, using
language that is imprecise or inappropriate for the text and task (Saeng’s mother, didn’t show too much

about the plant). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few
errors.
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This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (it
represents her grandmother and how she was close to her grandmother). This response demonstrates
an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence (When she sees this plant
she remembers doing her grandmother’s hair). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and
no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions,

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

with some errors (was angry. But then she realizes).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text and task (Saeng buy’s a plant that reminds
her of home and she care’s a lot for this plant). No evidence is provided. This response exhibits little
attempt at organization. A concluding statement follows generally from the topic and information

presented. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors (buy’s and
represents to Saeng is home).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text and task (Saeng and her mother discuss
hibiscus plants). No evidence is provided. The response exhibits little attempt at organization and no
concluding statement is provided. This response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with
some errors that may hinder comprehension (represent to Saeng memories).
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (represents something he
wants to get to his family to survive winter). No evidence is provided and there is no evidence of
organization. This response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task and mostly uses language
from the prompt. This response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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It is 1866 and Malachy, only 13 years old, has been hired to help build the Pacific Railroad.
In this excerpt, he describes his first train ride as he heads to Cisco, California, where his
work will begin.

Excerpt from Tracks

by Diane Lee Wilson

The man in Sacramento had said it was ninety-two miles out to the little mountain
town of Cisco. Hard to believe we were going to travel that many miles in less than a day!
Like most of the others in the car, I perched at the edge of my seat once we got going,
because I had one cheek pressed flat to the window to see what was coming,

Brina, on the other hand, was fighting a losing battle to stay awake and had balanced
her jaw on my knee. She blinked and yawned, her pink tongue curling around her muzzle
like a wet leaf. Occasionally she looked up at me for reassurance, then blinked some more.
Finally giving in, she sank to the floor and curled up at my feet, her chin secure on my
boot. I stroked her fur absently, entranced by the ever-changing spectacle framed within
my window.

For a while the rushing scenery was an inviting expanse of grass-covered valley baked
to an autumnal gold, and we rolled along smoothly. But bit by bit my insides shifted. An
unseen force pushed me back into my seat as the locomotive began chugging with more
determination. It seemed we were climbing away from the earth.

I felt like a genie on a flying carpet then, because as we picked up speed we traveled
above the land and below it, skirting over gullies and tunneling through solid rock. The
man-made wonders piled one upon the other, and between each town lay yet another: a
chiseled passage so narrow you held your breath until the car squeezed through ora
shallow gorge dammed with the scil of ten thousand wheelbarrows. But surpassing them
all were the trestles—man alive, the trestles! Wildly impossible, they were. Time and again
we trusted our lives to a scaffold of toothpicks and this metal monster rumbling across
them. The trestle at Newcastle, in particular, sent some children screeching in wide-eyed
terror. Some of the women even, catching sight of the ambitious aerial feat, shut their eyes
and moved their lips in prayer. There were fools among us, of course, who looked down
and marveled at the height, at the sheer audacity of it all. Me? I was curious, as usual, but
when my hesitant peek shot down, down, and down, meeting nothing but air, I settled
back against my seat and left the looking to others.

Page 50



30

35

40

45

50

35

The scenery continued to change its costumes. It proceeded from grassland to hill and
valley, then to bolder hills, and soon enough I saw this was a hard land we were entering,
a world of coarse-cut mountains and rock-strewn drop-offs. Vistas and gulches. A world
of up and down, and these twin iron rails we clung to had been hammered onto the
earth’s backbone wherever they could fit without falling off into a gulley or rockslide or

rushing river.

Twists and turns slowed our progress but at each new climb the engine strained to pull
us up the heights, and I felt myself straining with it. Seemed that if I didn't, we might lose
our momentum and go whooshing backward all the way to Sacramento. There were times
when it felt like I was a child hanging at the tippy top of a swing, at that one moment
when you're suspended face-first in the air and hovering without wings. My insides sort of
hung in the air like that, expectant, and it was tiring work to make sure we didn't fall
back. Before long, I was as exhausted as Brina, even though she wasn't working as hard as
I was to keep the train going and, in fact, slept soundly.

We were well into the mountains now, and the spectacular, brilliantly painted scenery
on both sides of the train kept everyone in high spirits. Chatter crowded the car. The
smaller ones, ignoring the knees of strangers even, ran from window to window to och
and aah at the splendors. Since I was no child, I only turned my head to look out the
opposite windows as well as my own, and kept my oohs and aahs to myself.

I'd not been much of a student in the time that I'd gone to school, and I'd certainly
never taken to poetry, but in gazing at the outsize beauty spread in every direction I got

an inkling of what drove a man to speak in perfumed words.

Brina lifted her head off my boot at that moment to give me a solemn look, and I felt
my cheeks grow hot. She couldn’t know my thoughts, of course, but still I put a stopper on
that bottle.

We braked to a halt at several towns on our climb, more passengers getting off than
getting on. Shortly thereafter wed lurch forward and return to chugging toward the skies.
Bits of ash and the occasional orange ember swept past the windows.

After a while, the rumble and sway got to swishing stomachs, at least it did mine, and
I gritted my teeth against the queasiness fingering my throat. Luckily the mountain air
delivered a bracing tonic. Clean and cold, like an ice shaving on your tongue, it was laced
with the astringent scent of pine trees. Welcome to the wilderness, the wind hailed,

though a keen ear would have heeded the scornful laugh underlying its whistle.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

46

What impact does the statement “I felt like a genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) have on the
story? Use two details from the story to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

The statement “I felt like a genie on a flying carpet” impacts the story by helping the reader see that the train
ride feels magical. Line 15 continues with “because as we picked up speed we traveled above the land and
below it, skirting over gullies and tunneling through solid rock,” making it seem like the train wasn’t even on
the ground and could barrel through hard places, creating a feeling of magic. And, not only does it give the
train ride a feeling of magic, but Malachy, himself, is feeling a sense of magic and adventure riding on this
train into new lands he has never seen nor felt. The text states “but in gazing at the outsize beauty spread in

every direction | got an inkling of what drove a man to speak in perfumed words.”

Possible Details to Include:

Score Points:

Other relevant text-based details

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

46 What Impact does the statement *I felt like a genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) have on the

story? Use two details from the story to support your response,
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what impact the statement “I felt like a
genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) has on the story (gives a magical feel to the story and makes the
reader feel like Malachy’s train ride to Cisco was pleasant). The response provides a sufficient number
of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“I felt like a genie on a flying
carpet then, because as we picked up speed we traveled above the land and below it, skirting over
gullies and tunneling through solid rock” and you would see breathtaking wonders on a magic carpet,
Malachy saw those breathtaking wonders on the train). This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

46

What impact does the statement “I felt Iike a genle on a flying carpet” (line 15) have on the
story? Use two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what impact the statement “I felt like a
genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) has on the story (made the train ride feel magical). The response
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt
(“The man-made wonders piled one upon the other, and between each town lay yet another” and the

new and beautiful scenery being viewed). This response includes complete sentences where errors do
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

46 What Impact does the statement I felt like a genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) have on the

story? Use two detalls from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides an inference from the text to explain what impact the statement “I felt like a
genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) has on the story (while other people were scared, he felt like the train
was fun). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as
required by the prompt (“ . . Catching sight of the ambitious aerial feat, shut their eyes and moved
their lips in prayer” and “. . . sent some children screeching in wide-eyed terror”). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

46

Whatlmpactdoesthestatemem‘I&hllkengetﬁeonaﬂylngwpct’(llnels)hawonthe

story? Use two detals from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what impact the statement “I felt like a
genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) has on the story (sounding like he was enjoying his ride); however,
this response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“picked up speed and traveled

above the land and below it”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

46

What impact does the statement °I felt like a genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) have on the
story? Use two detalls from the stor;r to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what impact the statement “I felt like a
genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) has on the story (seem like there was magic at play because flying
carparts are not real and are magical); however, the response does not provide two concrete details
from the text for support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

46

What Impact does the statement “I felt Ilke a genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) have on the
story? Use two details from the story to support your response.

Oat [l o O 1dun ct s /"‘a Y daik
V}/(/ﬂe/ e 5[7&/ Wi % /an[c,’/ alove +L.
Vel o’ Ldlag O Ansthed e of
e Vidona. })ﬁ, Chirtia oywr sullis oas
Fuane /cl,\, LLrowsh sali/ roclie &

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides some information from the text (“as we picked up speed we traveled above the
land and below it” and “skirting over gullies and tunneling through solid rock”), however, no valid
inference from the text is provided. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

46

What impact does the statement I felt like o genie on a flying carpet” (line 15) have on the

story? Use two details from the story to support your respons i~
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is a direct copy of the

prompt.
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

46

What impact does the statement “I felt liks a genie on a flying carpet™ (line 15) have on the
story? Use two details from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Because it talks about it in the
story).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

47 In “Excerpt from Tracks,” how does the narrator’s point of view create wonder? Use two details
from the story to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:
In “Excerpt from Tracks,” the narrator’s point of view creates wonder because he describes his excitement of

taking his first train ride into new lands. In lines 28 through 30, the narrator describes the beauty and wonder
of the views he has as the train speeds along. “It proceeded from grassland to hill and valley, then to bolder
hills, and soon enough I saw this was a hard land we were entering, a world of coarse-cut mountains and rock-
strewn drop-offs.” The reader also feels a sense of wonder when he states, “...but in gazing at the outsize
beauty spread in every direction I got an inkling of what drove a man to speak in perfumed words.”

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

47

In “Excerpt from Tracks? how does the narrator’s point of view create wonder? Use two details

from the story to support Four fesponse,
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator’s point of view
creates wonder (by saying how wonderful it looked through his eyes as if he never saw anything like it
before). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as
required by the prompt (“the outsize beauty in every direction ...... speak in perfumed words” and he was
looking out his window more “and was entranced by the ever-changing spectacle framed within my
window.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator’s point of view
creates wonder (the narrator was amazed and excited). The response provides a sufficient number of
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“l perched at the edge of my seat
once we got going” and the character has never been on a train before). This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

47

In “Excerpt from Tracks” how does the narrator’s point of view create wonder? Use two details

from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator’s point of view
creates wonder (by describing how beautiful it is from his eyes). The response provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (the narrator “felt like a
genie on a flying carpet”, the scenery is described to change from “grassland to hill and valley, then to

bolder hills”, Nature always provides wonder). This response includes complete sentences where errors
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

47 In “Excerpt from Tracks, how does the narrator’s point of view create wonder! Use two details
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator’s point of view
creates wonder (described his emotions and what he was thinking during his Journey to Cisco,
California); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Since |
was NO Child, I only Turned my head to look out the opposite windows as well my own and kept my
oohs and aahs to myself”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact

readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

47 In “Excerpt from Tracks," how does the narrator’s point of view create wonder? Use two details

from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides two inferences from the text to explain how the narrator’s point of view creates
wonder (the story is told how Malachy sees it and shows his opinion on scene and what he thinks about
it). Although some information is given from the text, this response does not provide two concrete
details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

47 In “Excerpt from Tracks)” how does the narrator’s point of view create wonder? Use two details

from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides an inference from the text to explain how the narrator’s point of view creates
wonder (makes us see it from his perspective); however, this response does not provide two concrete
details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

47 In “Excerpt from Tracks” how does the narrator’s point of view create wonder? Use two details

from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (by telling his story in a way he
can only tell it).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

47

In “Excerpt from Tracks,” how does the narrator's point of view create wonder? Use two details

from the story to support your response.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (It creates wonder by wondering how they will build the train and
they say that it’s going to take a lot of tools to build the train).
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Monster Debris

In 1991, scientists in Hawaii found a four-thousand-pound monster in the sea.

“Driving up to it in a small boat, it looked very much like a barely emergent sand islet
or reef,;” remembers Dr. Mary Donohue, one of the team of scientists who eventually
captured the beast. "It was so buoyant that we could easily stand on it in the water”

The monster was actually a giant
mass of discarded fishing nets that had |~
become hopelessly tangled together at : . = ]
sea. The huge ball of plastic was longer ; P ; =
than a school bus and half as heavy.

Unfortunately, abandoned nets like
this are fairly common. The nets are
lost, ripped, or thrown from fishing
vessels, and these days they can be
found drifting almost anywhere in the
world ocean. Scientists call them * ghu:xst :
nets” because of their eerie ability to continue the work they were dE:S-IgI'iEd fur—thnt is, to
catch fish—even when they are no longer attached to a fishing boat. As they drift with the
currents, ghost nets silently devour everything in their path: fish, turtles, sharks, whales,
seals, sea birds, and even trash.

“When an animal gets tangled,” explains Mary, “it attracts other predators who feed on
the remains and end up entangled themselves”

As if drowning animals weren't bad enough, drifting ghost nets also crush and scrape
coral reefs, ruining hundreds of years’ worth of coral growth in the crash of a single wave.
Mary has seen some of this damage firsthand.

“In some places it looks as if a bulldozer has been driven over the coral reef.” she says.
“These ghost nets are really destructive”

With the help of dozens of divers, a Coast Guard cutter, and a crane, scientists were
eventually able to pull the monstrous ghost net out of the ocean. But surveys conducted by
Mary and others found tons—more than fourteen tons, to be exact—of other ghost nets
and net pieces littering the Hawaiian Islands environment. To protect the environment as
well as the marine animals that live in it, Mary and her colleagues began a program to
find, count, and remove ghost nets. Between 1999 and 2005, this group of dedicated
scientists, divers, and ecologists removed five hundred tons of net debris from the area,
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mostly by hand. Even with this success, however, Mary is realistic about humankind's
status in the battle against ghost nets.

“The bottom line,” she says, “is that we're making a difference ... but right now we're

barely holding steady™

Three thousand miles away, Colorado researcher Jim Churnside is working to tip the
scales in favor of net removal. Like Mary, Jim is studying the ghost net problem, but from
an entirely different angle. With the help of Alaskan pilot Tim Veenstra, he is studying
ghost nets from the sky. Tim and Jim believe that one way to protect Hawaiis delicate
habitat is to remove ghost nets from the Pacific Ocean long before they drift near the
islands. But how do you find ghost nets the size of a school bus {and most are much
smaller than this) in an ocean that is larger than all seven continents combined? The job
would be like trying to find a needle in a haystack ... unless you know something about
Pacific Ocean currents and how floating objects drift in them.

“Ohur first step was to talk to Jim Ingraham about where in the North Pacific Ocean
we should look for the ghost nets,” says J[im Churnside. “Then we followed his directions
to more specific locations using satellites and aircraft.”

In 2003, Churnside and Veenstra
launched the GhostMNet Project. In
collaboration with scientists across the
country, the two flew over the Garbage
Patch! using satellite information,
radar, and other technologies to spot
ghost nets. In three days’ time they saw
more than one hundred drifting ghost
nets ... and thousands of other types of
floating debris.

“There is a lot more trash out there
than I expected,” said Jim Churnside.

The GhostNet Project continues to menitor the Garbage Patch. The hope is that
scientists will eventually be able to use information from satellite pictures of the ocean to
determine exactly where ghost nets are. Remember that the exact locations of surface
currents can change from year to year. As a result, the exact location of the Garbage Patch
changes, too. Combining information from satellites with information from computer
models like OSCURS will help scientists to locate the Garbage Patch, and therefore ghost
nets, more accurately.

'Garbage Patch: large area of ocean trash formed by a spiral of currents in the Eastern Pacific
Ocean. The Garbage Patch contains approximately 3.5 million tons of trash, mostly plastic debris.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

48

Explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in the ocean is an important problem to solve. Use
two details from the article to support your answer.

Possible Exemplary Response:

“Ghost nets” in the ocean are an important problem to solve because they are harming not only fish, sea birds
and other creatures, but coral reefs, as well. According to the text, “As they drift with the currents, ghost nets
silently devour everything in their path: fish, turtles, sharks, whales, seals, sea birds, and even trash.” The
coral reef is also being ruined by these nets says a scientist trying help, “In some places it looks as if a
bulldozer has been driven over the coral reef.” These are reasons why ghost nets are very destructive to the

environment and need to be removed from the ocean.

Possible Details to Include:

Score Points:

Other relevant text-based details

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

48

Explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in the ocean is an important problem to solve, Use
two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in
the ocean is an important problem to solve (Ghost nets drifts around in the ocean, destroying
everything in its path). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for
support as required by the prompt (drifting ghost nets crushes and scrapes coral reefs and Animals that
gets tangled in the ghost nets would attract their predators and would end up getting tangled
themselves). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

48

Explain why the presence of “ghost nets™ in the ocean is an important problem 1o solve. Use
two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in
the ocean is an important problem to solve (ghost nets harm the ecosystem, killing fish, turtles, whales,
and more sea life). This response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts and concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt (They destroy coral reefs, destroying precious
habitats for marine creatures and by spreading trash and pollution across the oceans). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

48

Explain why the presence of “ghost nets”™ in the ocean is an important problem to solve. Use
two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in
the ocean is an important problem to solve (they are destructive and contaminate environment). The
response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text to develop the response
according to the requirements of the prompt (ghost nets can crush and scrape coral reefs, ruining the

coral growth and ghost nets and net pieces is littering the Hawaiian Island environment). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

48

Explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in the ocean is an important problem to solve. Use
two or more details from the article to support your answer,
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides an inference from the text to explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in the
ocean is an important problem to solve (they all get tangled up in the nets); however, the response only
provides one relevant detail from the text for support (they attract predators who feed off their remains

and they wind up getting tangled too). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

48

Explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in the ocean is an important problem to solve. Use
two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in
the ocean is an important problem to solve (get caught in the nets, and die and protects the
environment); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as
required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

48

Explain why the presence of “ghost nets” in the ocean is an important problem to solve. Use
two vr more details from the article (o support your apswer,
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (silently devour everything in their
path and these net had become hopelessly tangled together at sea). While the response provides some

information from the text, no valid inference is present. This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

48

Explain why the presence of “ghast nets” in the ocean is an important problem to solve. Use
two or more details from the article to support your answer,
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (because you can montior the

Ghost Patch. So they can determine where the Ghost nets are).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

48

Explain why the presence of “ghast nets™ in the ocean is an important problem to solve, Use

two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response is totally inaccurate (The nets are like ghosts).

Page 80




10

15

20

25

30

Too Many Fishermen

The shimmering blue waters of the ocean cover nearly 71 percent of the Earths
surface. However, if you look at a world map you will most likely see the continents drawn
in great detail, while the ocean is depicted as a monotonous blue expanse with no hint of
the majestic landscape beneath the waves. If you could explore the vistas! on the ocean
fleor, you would find deeper valleys, wider plains, and mountain ranges longer and more
massive than anywhere on land.

You would also discover that the majority of ocean life lives within oyster bays, coral
reefs, and other habitats in the shallow water rimming the continents. Impressive as this
watery world appears today, it pales in comparison to what it once was. Just three hundred
years ago you would have found colossal underwater “cities” packed with sea life along
every coast. Overfishing turned many of these lush marine havens into biclogical deserts.

Owerfishing depletes fish stocks by taking fish at a rate faster than they can replace
themselves. Many fish are harvested before they are even mature enough to reproduce. As
a result, marine species are disappearing at an alarming rate. Some kinds of whales and
other sea creatures have already been hunted to extinction. More are on the verge. And
development along coasts that drains swamps and fills in wetlands has eliminated precious
nurseries for new generations of fish and shellfish.

The same map that gives little information about the ocean realm provides clues about
the sea life that previously flourished near shore. Place-names like Cape Cod
(Massachusetts), Oyster Bay (New York), Seal Harbor (Maine), and Herring Bay
(Maryland) are ghostly reminders of animals once plentiful in these locations.

Historical records provide insight, too. Can you imagine New Yorks harbor crowded
with seals, whales, and porpoises, and its shores teeming with lobsters 6-feet (108-meters)
long? The Dutch found such bounty when they settled the region in the early 1600s.

Maost people know more about the dinosaurs, which became extinct 65 million years
ago, than about the massive sea animals that died out within the last three centuries along
their own nation’s coasts. However, unlike dinosaurs which will never come back, many
sea creatures have a chance of recovery. They are considered to be “ecologically extinct.”
This means that there are still some left but not enough to make an impact on an
ecosystem. Their numbers may increase if they are protected from fishing—commercial as
well as sport—and if their habitats are shiclded from development and pollution.

yistas: views
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Overfishing began in the Stone Age. - T
For example, tens of millions of green
turtles once lived in the Caribbean Sea. - 1
Now so few remain that the survival of _ °. 3 5 s . ‘l
the species is threatened. The turtle '
decline started three thousand years ago |
when humans settled the region. The
turtles were agile in the water but they
made easy prey for hunters when they
lumbered up sandy beaches to lay eggs.
The people came to rely on turtle meat
and eggs as a major part of their diet.
On some islands, the turtles disappeared by 800 A.D. From the 1500s on, European
settlers hastened the demise of the remaining turtle populations by harvesting them not
only for food, but also for their skin to make leather, and their shells for use in jewelry

and other ornaments.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,” what is the maln reason previously abundant marine
environments have declined? Use two details from the article to support your answer.

Possible Exemplary Response:

According to “Too Many Fishermen,” the main reason previously abundant marine environments have
declined is because people have overfished the coastline. For example, the text states, “Overfishing depletes
fish stocks by taking fish at a rate faster than they can replace themselves. . . . As a result, marine species are
disappearing at an alarming rate.” Overfishing has taken out a lot of sea creatures and it has been going on for

centuries, but the good thing is “their numbers may increase if they are protected from fishing.”

Possible Details to Include:

Score Points:

Other relevant text-based details

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,” what is the main reason previously abundant marine
cnvironments have declined? Use two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why previously abundant marine
environments have declined (overfishing). This response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts
and concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (hunts fish now at a rate faster
than they are able to reproduce and They even took the eggs to eat and sell, wiping out a whole new

generation of sea turtles). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,” what is the main reason previously abundant marine

environments have declined? Use two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why previously abundant marine
environments have declined (overfishing). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (depleted fish stocks by taking fish faster
than they could replace themselves and some European settlers harvested on marine turtles and not

only used for food but to make leather or jewelery as well). This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen” what is the main rezson previously sbundant marine

environments have declined? Use two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why previously abundant marine
environments have declined (over fishing). This response provides a sufficient number of relevant
details from the text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt (depletes fish
stocks by taking fish at a rate faster than they can replace themselves and Many fish are harvested
before they are mature enough to reproduce). This response includes complete sentences where errors
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,’ what is the main reason previously abundant marine

environmentsy have declined? Use two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why previously abundant marine
environments have declined (overfishing); however, this response only provides one relevant detail
from the text for support (depletes fish stocks by taking fish at a rate faster than they can replace

themselves). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,’ what is the main reason previously abundant marine
environments have declined? Use two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why previously abundant marine
environments have declined (overfishing); however, only one relevant detail is provided for support
(Many of the marine animals have been hunted continuosly therefore making their species extinct). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,” what is the maln reason previously abundant marine

environments have declined? Use twa ar more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why previously abundant marine
environments have declined (overfishing); however, the response does not provide two concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,” what is the main reason previously abundant marine

environments have declined? Use two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (many people want the animals to
stop disappearing at an alarming pace).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

49

According to “Too Many Fishermen,” what is the main reason previously abundant marine
environments have declined? Use two or more details from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (they show more details in the
continent but not in water or the marine sea).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

50 The author of “Too Many Fishermen” describes certain place-names as “ghostly reminders.”

What does the author mean by using the words “ghostly reminders”? Use two details from the
article to support your answer.

Possible Exemplary Response:

The author uses the words “ghostly reminders” to describe place-names because there is nothing left but faint
signs of marine life in these harbor towns. Place-names like Cape Cod and Oyster Bay still exist but no longer
have lots of cod or oysters around for which they were named. So, their names don’t accurately describe them
anymore, which is what is meant by “ghostly reminders”. The text supports this description, “Overfishing
turned many of these lush marine havens into biological deserts.”

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

50

The author of “Too Many Fishermen™ describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders.”

What does the author mean by using the words “ghostly reminders™? Use two or more details
from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text as to why certain place names serve as “ghostly
reminders” (memories of certain places that used to have alot of species but are no longer known for
being great ecosystems). This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text
for support as required by the prompt (“Overfishing turned many of these lush marine havens into
biological deserts” and Seal Harbor used to have a large amount of seals thriving in the area but that’s
not the same anymore as the seal population declined). This response includes complete sentences

where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

50

The author of “Too Many Fishermen” describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders?”
What does the author mean by using the words "ghostly reminders”? Use two or maore details
from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text as to why certain place names serve as “ghostly
reminders” (many of the marine life forms that once lived there, have been hunted down to the verge of
extinction). This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as
required by the prompt (Oyster Bay was one of the “ghostly reminders” because once upon a time,
oysters were probably plentiful in that region, but now, they are scarce and overfishing has caused
these lush marine enviroments to turn into biological deserts). This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

50

The author of “Too Many Fishermen” describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders.”

What does the author mean by using the words “ghostly reminders™? Use two or more details
from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text as to why certain place names serve as “ghostly
reminders” (indicates cities that were once abundant in marine life, but now have lost it). This response
provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the prompt
(Place-names like Cape Cod and Oyster Bay are examples of places that once flurished and Due to the

settlement of people and overfishing, the marine enviornments are going away). This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.

Page 95




GUIDE PAPER 4

50

The author of “Yoo Many Fishermen” describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders.”
What does the author mean by using the words “ghostly reminders™? Use two or more details
from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text as to why certain place names serve as “ghostly
reminders” (names of towns show what animals once lived in those locations); however, this response
only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (described “Oyster Bay” and “Seal Harbor”
as ghostly reminders. These places showed that oysters and seals were once plentiful in those areas).
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

50

The author of “Too Many Fishermen™ describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders.”

What does the author mean by using the words “ghostly reminders™? Use two or more details
from the article to support your answer,
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text as to why certain place names serve as “ghostly
reminders” (those places have once been filled with sea life but they are all empty); however, this
response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (because of over fishing they have
all disapeared). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

50

The author of “Too Many Fishermen™ describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders?”
What does the authar mean by using the words “ghostly reminders™? Use two or mare details
from the article to support your answer.
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text as to why certain place names serve as “ghostly
reminders” (once flouished and populated underwater “cities” is now either unpopulated or only have a
very few amount of fishes left); however, the response only provides one relevant detail from the text for
support (overfishing took many of the animals that populated the area). This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

50

The author of “Too Many Fishermen” describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders.”
What does the author mean by using the words “ghostly reminders™ Use two or more details

from the article to support your answer. j ‘
3§ g I
A NN

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response is totally inaccurate (There are gohsts in the ocean and they haunt fisherman).
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

50

The author of “Too Many Fishermen” describes certain place names as “ghostly reminders.”

What does the author mean by using the words “ghostly reminders™ Use two or more details

from the article to support your anawer.
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response is totally inaccurate (He means scary thoughts).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen™ both indicate that human beings are having a

negative impact on ocean life. How does each author support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

+ identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

» evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

+ use details from both articles to support your response
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Possible Exemplary Response:

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen” both indicate that human beings are having a negative
impact on ocean life. The evidence each author gives strongly and effectively supports this argument. In
“Monster Debris,” abandoned fishing nets are taking out all sorts of sea animals and ruining the coral reef.
Much like the harm being done by “ghost nets,” overfishing is depleting marine life along the coast as described
in “Too Many Fishermen.”

In the article, “Monster Debris,” the author gives strong evidence to support the claim that ghost nets are
having a devastating effect on marine animals and the environment. According to the article, more than fourteen
tons of nets are harming waters around the Hawaiian Islands. How can this huge amount of litter not be harmful
to animals that live in the ocean! These nets were supposed to catch fish, but they get left behind and “silently
devour everything in their path: fish, turtles, sharks, whales, seals, sea birds, and even trash.” The predators that
go after these tangled animals also get caught up in the nets, so the problem grows. As the author points out, the
devastating effects don’t end there, however. “Drifting ghost nets also crush and scrape coral reefs, ruining
hundreds of years’ worth of coral growth in the crash of a single wave.” Just this piece of evidence alone is
alarming, but the author goes on to describe a scientist’s firsthand account of the damage, which gives even
more support for her claim. This mounting evidence creates a sense of concern in the reader, strengthening their
belief in the claim. Finally, the author uses language that helps the reader understand how serious this problem
is and the difficulty in solving it. One example in the text states, “The job would be like trying to find a needle
in a haystack....unless you know something about Pacific Ocean currents and how floating objects drift in
them.” The phrase, “needle in a haystack,” is familiar to most people and gives the reader a good sense of how
hard these nets are to find.

The author of “Too Many Fishermen” also effectively supports the claim that humans are the main cause
for declining marine animals, specifically overfishing is to blame. The author uses descriptive language and
many examples to show support for the damage caused by overfishing. First, she states “Just three hundred
years ago you would have found colossal underwater ‘cities’ packed with sea life along every coast.
Overfishing turned many of these lush marine havens into biological deserts.” Using strong words, like “lush”
and “biological deserts” gives the reader a real sense of the extreme environments before and after the fishing.
Secondly, the reader also learns that fish are being caught too fast so they can’t multiply, and some animals, like
whales, are becoming extinct. Describing what harbors used to be like is also an effective way to support her
claim. This makes the reader want to help bring back these environments to the way they were a long time ago.
Finally, the author uses a powerful example of marine animal depletion with green turtles being overfished
since the Stone Age. There used to be millions and millions of them, and now there are barely any left.
Selfishly, people not only ate them, but used them for leather and jewelry. This evidence shows how humans
put themselves first, and don’t seem to care what happens to these animals, even if they disappear.

The articles “Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen” both give strong support for their claims
that human beings are harming the environment. Both authors use descriptive language and powerful
examples to effectively communicate their arguments. Also, they both build concern for marine life,
developing a desire for a solution in the reader.

Possible Details to Include:
e Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen™ both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on ocean life. How does each author support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

+ identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

= evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

» use details from both articles to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the
task and purpose (Both stories . . . prove that humans have a negative impact on marine organisms).
This response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (Cut nets are just as deadly as the nets
people still use and Wherever humans settle, they usually bring destruction with them). The topic is
developed with the sustained use of relevant well-chosen details from the text (Thousands of nets are
stuck in water still doing their job of trapping animals, overfishing has posed a major problem for
marine life, Sea life in these regions is mostly scarce). The response exhibits clear organization, with
the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (Both, Either, or, When). A formal style is
established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific
vocabulary (negative impact, amusement, marine community, thriving, extremely powerful, verge of
extinction). The concluding statement follows clearly from the topic and information presented and the
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 2a Additional

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen™ both indicate thet human beings are having a
negative lmpact on ocean life. How does each authar support thin claim? Deseribe the evidence
each author eses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

= evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support
» use details from both articles to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 2b Additional
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the
task and purpose [abandoned fishing nets (called “ghost nets”) are damaging to the marine
environment and overfishing is the main cause of the depletion of marine life around the world]. This
response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts and the topic is developed with the sustained use
of relevant well-chosen details from the texts (Animals like fish, turtles and whales are trapped in the
nets and tangled; nets destroy the coral in the ocean, “ruining hundreds of years worth of coral
growth”; The author supports this with historical evidence, claiming that the colonists who settled in
America in the 1600s saw much more marine life than we have today. The author also supports it with
scientific explanations). The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate
transitions to create a unified whole (The first way, Another, Also, but not as). A formal style is
established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific
vocabulary (abandoned fishing nets, trapped, depletion of, historical evidence). A concluding statement
is presented and the response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few
errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 3a

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen™ both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on acean life. How dnes each authar cupport thiz claim? Describe the evidences
each author uses and evaluste the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact hurnan beings have
had on thé ocean environment

» evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support
» use details from both articles to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
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GUIDE PAPER 3c

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(both indicate that humans have a negative impact on ocean life). This response demonstrates insightful
analysis of the texts and the topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant well-chosen details
from the texts (nets entangle ocean life and collect trash; scrape and crush coral reefs; many fishing
nets have been lost, ripped, or thrown from fishing vessels; due to human overfishing, many places
where marine life was abundant are now biological deserts. The author lists some examples of places
such as Cape Cod and Herring Bay). The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of
appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (both indicate, Each, They also). A formal style is
established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific
vocabulary (negative impact, evidence, focuses on, due to the fact). A concluding statement is presented
and the response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 4a

51

"Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen® both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on acean life. How docs ¢ach author support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from

both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact hurnan beings have
had on the ocean environment

= evaluate the cffectiveness, strength, and relevance of the suppont

» use deails from both articles to support your response
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(both indicate that humans beings are having a negative impact on ocean life). This response
demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (cause a “garbage patch” which harms ocean
animals and enviorments like a coral reef and happening before they can even reproduce). The topic is
developed with the sustained use of relevant facts and details from the texts (how their are organization
that are helping to pick up “ghost nets” and killing marine animals for food and other material). The
response exhibits clear organization. This response establishes and maintains domain specific
vocabulary and a concluding statement is provided that follows from the topic and information
presented (In this exam their were two stories that supported the authors on how we have a negative
impact on ocean animals). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions,
with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (humans beings, enviorments, evedence).
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GUIDE PAPER 5a

Additional

51

“Monster Debris”™ and “Too Many Fishermen™ both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on ocean life. How does each authar support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and srength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

= evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support
» use details from both articles to support your response
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(Humans have had a negative impact on ocean life for many years). This response demonstrates grade-
appropriate analysis of the texts (humans are carefree about the oceans and the wildlife living in it and
some animals are becoming ecologicly extinct). The topic is developed with the sustained use of
relevant facts and details from the text (mostly in the Hawian Islands with tons of Fishing Nets, The
harm these nets case is deadly to the wildlife, some towns such as Oyster Bay, NY have become ghost
towns for marine life). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions.
This response establishes and maintains domain specific vocabulary (decline, negative impact,
carefree, polluting, trapped). A concluding statement is provided that follows from the topic and
information presented (Both articles are trying to reach out to say stop killing the marine wildlife). The
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not
hinder comprehension.
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GUIDE PAPER 6a

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen® both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on acean life. How does each authar support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use detalls from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

» evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support
» use details from bath articles to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 6¢C

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(both indicate that human beings are having a negative impact on ocean life). This response
demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (ghost nets are ruining ocean life and ocean life all
around the world is being hunted to extinction). The topic is developed with the sustained use of
relevant facts and other information from the text (the nets gather up anything that gets in its path;
Certain towns refered to as “ghostly reminders” used to have a big population of certain creatures;
some fishers want to use the animals to make things such as leather, and jewelry). The response
exhibits clear organization (as well as, Another reason, also, Both). This response establishes and
maintains domain-specific vocabulary and a concluding statement follows from the topic and

information presented. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with
few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 7a

>t “Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen™ both Indicate that human beings are having a

negative impact on acean life. How dones each author support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have

had on thé ocean environment
=« evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

+ use details from both articles to support your response
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (shows that human beings have a
negative affect on ocean life). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence
(The fishing nets that are let loose from fishing vessels can destroy the habitats and Too many
fishermen also fish too many sea life to deplete the population of sea life). This response exhibits some
attempt at organization but lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise (too many fisherman
and too much debris destroys the environment). The response demonstrates emerging command of
conventions, with some errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 8a Additional

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen” both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on ocean life. How does each author support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from

both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure (o

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on thé ogean environment

» evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

» use details from both articles to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 8b Additional
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (both
indicate that humans are having a negative impact on ocean life). The topic is partially developed with
the use of some textual evidence (“ghost nets” are just regular fishing nets, abandoned by human
beings, which led to such damage in the marine environment; places where there are barely any sea
animals, once used to have thousands of sea animals; this is caused by overfishing of human beings).
This response exhibits some attempt at organization but lacks a formal style, using language that is
imprecise (just regular fishing nets, tells about how places where there are barely any sea animals).
The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 9a

=t “Monster Debris™ and “Too Many Fishermen® both indicate that human beings are having a

negative impact on ncean life. How does each author support this claim? Describe the evidence

each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from

both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

» identify the support given in each erticle that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

= evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

= use detalls from both articles to support your response
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GUIDE PAPER 9b
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts, and the topic is partially developed
with the use of some textual evidence (They then attracted predators who also got tangeled in the nets
and marine environments were declined because too many people were overfishing). This response
exhibits some attempt at organization with inconsistent use of transitions (In the story). The response
established but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific
vocabulary (was a very big problem and set up a great program to find count and remove the nets). The
response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors.

Page 122




GUIDE PAPER 10

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen®™ both indicate that human beings are having a
pegative impact on acean life. How dogs each anthar support this claim? De the e
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details fram
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to
'+ identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

L » evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support
» use details from bath articles to support your response
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This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts and task (Both articles use examples of
damage humans have done as evidence). This response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but
only develops ideas with minimal evidence (describes how drifting fishing nets cause a large amount of
damage and capture sea creatures, entangling and drowning them). This response exhibits little
attempt at organization and no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates emerging

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

command of conventions, with some errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 11 Additional

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen” both indicate that human beings are having a

negative impact on acean life. How does each author support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

En your response, be sure to

+ identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on thé ocean environment

» evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

= use detalls from both articles to support your response
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts and task although it demonstrates an
attempt to use minimal evidence (showed that abandoned fishing nets have killed many marine life
forms and destroyed coral reefs). The response exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding
statement is provided. This response also demonstrates a lack of command of conventions.
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GUIDE PAPER 12

51

“Monster Debris™ and “Too Many Fishermen® both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on ocean life. How does each authar support this claim? Deacribe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

+ identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on the ocean environment

» evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

» use details from both articles to support your responsc
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)
This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts and task although it demonstrates an

attempt to use minimal evidence (the fisherman are takeing all the fish and all the animals dont have a
fish to eat if they eat fish and they all are gunna start to die). The response exhibits no evidence of
organization and no concluding statement is provided. This response demonstrates a lack of command
of conventions (gunna, takeing, dont, and is lacking punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 13

51

“Monster Debris™ and “Too Many Fishermen” both indicate that human beings are having a

negative impact on acean life. How does each author support this claim? Describe the evidence

each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from

both articles 1o support your response.

In your response, be sure o

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on thé ocean envirgnment

« evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support

+ use details from both articles to support your response
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This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and provides evidence that is
completely irrelevant to the task (Both storys talk about Ghosts while they are suposed to be talking
about fish). This response exhibits no evidence of organization. No concluding statement is provided.

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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GUIDE PAPER 14 Additional

51

“Monster Debris” and “Too Many Fishermen” both indicate that human beings are having a
negative impact on acean life. How does each anthor support this claim? Describe the evidence
each author uses and evaluate the relevance and strength of the evidence. Use details from
both articles to support your response.

In your responss, be sure to

» identify the support given in each article that shows the negative impact human beings have
had on thé ocean environment

« evaluate the effectiveness, strength, and relevance of the support
= use details from both articles to support your response
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task and provides no evidence (both
articles evaluate the relevance and strength). This response exhibits no evidence of organization and no
concluding statement is provided. This response also demonstrates a lack of command of conventions.

Page 127







