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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
43 

 
 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The meaning of the word “contradicts” as it is used in line 24 of the article is something that goes against, denies, 

or proves wrong. The author talks about what happens to theories when new information is presented. As the 

author explains, “scientific theories—and even laws—can change if new information is discovered.” Sometimes 

the new information “contradicts” or goes against the theory and scientists must be “willing to abandon their 

theories.” 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the meaning of the word 

“contradicts” is as it is used in line 24 of the article (The meaning of the word is to go against 

something). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“Scientists must always be willing to abanden their theories when new 

information comes along that contradicts those theories” and when new info “comes along” it either 

helps or goes against your claim and in this case it says “abandon their theories”). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  

  



 

Page 7 
 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the meaning of the word 

“contradicts” is as it is used in line 24 of the article (Contradicts means change to make a difference in 

line 24). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“If a new cook starts working in the cafeteria and serves chocolate-chip 

cookies on tuesday… your hypothesis and theory would have to change, too” and “Scientists must 

always be willing to abandon their theories when new information comes along that contradicts those 

theories”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the meaning of the word 

“contradicts” is as it is used in line 24 of the article (I think that the word “contradicts” means to 

change). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (your hypothesis and theory would have to change, too” and “Scientists must 

always be willing to abandon their theories when new information comes along that contradicts those 

theories”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the meaning of the word 

“contradicts” is as it is used in line 24 of the article (“Contradicts” means that something or someone 

can change); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support 

(“Scientists must always be willing to abandon their theories when new information comes along that 

contradicts those theories”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 
43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the meaning of the word 

“contradicts” is as it is used in line 24 of the article (The sentence contradicts means to change 

something that not allow); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for 

support (if a new cook starts working in the cafeteria and serves chocolate-chip cookie on Tuesday, 

your law will be broken and your hypothesis and theory would have to change because that cafeteria 

are making chocolate-chip-cookies for six Fridays in a row. Your hypothesis would appear to be 

correct so you can create your owe cafeteria low like every Tuesday will have chocolate chip cookies 

or every Fridays will have chocolate chip cookies). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (“scientist must always be willing to 

abandon their theories when new informations comes along that contradicts thoes theories”); however, the 

response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the meaning of the word 

“contradicts” is as it is used in line 24 of the article as required by the prompt. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  

  



 

Page 12 
 

GUIDE PAPER 7 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (It means to predict or expect 

when the things are gonna happen or when there going to be expected, so like when theres going to be 

a discovery. Because theres always something knew to discover each day). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (when they use the word contradict it mean like more details).  

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

44 

 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Lines 25 and 26 contribute to the development of a key idea in the article about how continuing research brings 

about continuous change and upheaval in the facts and ideas of science. Lines 25 and 26 point out that “until 

1781, everyone operated on the theory that Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn were the only planets 

in our solar system,” but we know now that there are other planets. The example supports the key idea that 

“Scientists must always be willing to abandon their theories when new information comes along that contradicts 

those theories.”  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 25 and 26 contribute to the 

development of a key idea in the article (the therey gets proved wrong). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“on February 

18, 1930, he found what he was looking for the smallest and farthest planet, Pluto” and they saw a 

asteriod and thought it was plant but it turned out to be just an asteriod and not a planet). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 25 and 26 contribute to the 

development of a key idea in the article (The two lines shows that even though Pluto not a planet at the 

beginning but after discoverment, it is once considered a planet). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“until 1781, everyone 

operated on the theory that Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn were the only planet in 

the solar system and “on Febuary 18, 1930, he found what he was looking for, the smallest and farthest 

planet, Pluto). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 25 and 26 contribute to the 

development of a key idea in the article (how people thought Mercury Venus, Earth, Mars Jupiter, and 

Saturn were the only planets in the Solar System). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (way back in 1781 before any other 

planets were discovered how only 6 planets were back then and they were talking about 6 planets now 

when they discov pluto + Neptune). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 25 and 26 contribute to the 

development of a key idea in the article (which proved everyone’s theory wrong); however, the response 

only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (an English astronomer named William Herschel 

discovered Uranus). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 25 and 26 contribute to the 

development of a key idea in the article (it shows how their theories changed); however, the response 

does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (it talks about how the theory was 

there was only 6 planets but there was more planets. For example, young scientists found a 7 planet 

called Pluto. Also the passage states “on Feburay 18, 1930 the found what he was looking for – the 

smallest and farthest planet, Pluto.” This shows the theroy was wrong); however, the response does 

not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 25 and 26 contribute to the development 

of a key idea in the article as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (They contribute by giveing the readers facts on how it is not a 

planet). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is inaccurate (I think that 

pluto is not a planet because its so far away and its small. for example pluto is not a planet because 

the astronaut said it has been demoted. Another example is that “its too small to be a planet). 

  

Additional 



 

Page 23 
 

 



 

Page 24 
 

 
  



 

Page 25 
 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

45 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
In the article “Building for ‘Pests’: Critters need houses, too,” the author Lela Nargi compares how people treat 

“pets” and “pests” in order to show that a pet or pest in one part of the world may not be one in another part of 

the world. Nargi goes on to discuss how some people are trying to help valuable animals considered pests. 

Pets are creatures we want around; pests are ones we don’t, but we don’t agree on which categories these creatures 

belong in. In North America, pigeons are considered pests but in Turkey and Belgium, they are cherished for 

pigeon racing. The author makes this point to encourage readers to rethink their categorizations. In the article, a 

professor of architecture named Dr. Joyce Hwang points out that bats may seem undesirable because people fear 

them and “think of them as animals that transmit rabies.” They are so important in pollination and insect control, 

however, that we may not want to categorize them as pests.  

Because of the value of some creatures traditionally classified as pests, some experts such as Dr. Hwang are 

finding ways to help pests. Bats, for example, are so important that she has designed two types of houses for them: 

a Bat Tower and a Bat Cloud. These houses give bats “the warmth they require and the rough surfaces they like 

to climb and hang on.” These dwellings are meant to encourage the existence of bats, as well draw people’s 

attention to these useful critters.  

Another architect, Fritz Haeg, has created house designs for various creatures that have been pushed out of urban 

environments. His houses are simple so that people can build them for their own yards. The placement of these 

homes is also meant to remind people that human development often displaces creatures, but with the inclusion 

of appealing shelters for these creatures, they might encourage these creatures to return. Though their architectural 

designs differ, both Haeg and Hwang hope to change people’s opinions about these important animals and how 

they are treated. 

By comparing how people treat “pets” and “pests,” Lela Nargi demonstrates that people hold differing ideas on 

which is which. The author also describes two people working to improve conditions for animals that are 

considered pests in order to challenge people’s perceptions about them and aid these vital creatures. 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric. 
  



 

Page 27 
 

GUIDE PAPER 1a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 

and purpose (The author compares how people treat “pets” and “pests” in the article to show the difference 

in peoples’ perception of “pets” and “pests”). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the text 

(People treat “pets” with love and care. Pests, However, are treated unfairly and are disliked. The author 

wanted to emphasize how “pests” should be treated more fairly; That shows how the author uses people as 

examples to help develop ways that people are helping “pests”; The author also used people as examples 

to develop ways that people are helping “pests”. The author wanted people to try and help critters that need 

homes). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the text (“Dr. Joyce Hwang 

is a professer of architecture at the University of Buffalo”. “Hwang wants the homes she designs for bats, 

bees, squirrels, and other critters to look cool and beautiful” and “Los Angeles based architect and artist 

would also like people to pay attention- to a dozen kinds of animals”). The response exhibits clear 

organization with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole and enhance 

meaning (However, The text says, Another person, That shows how, In conclusion). The response provides 

a concluding section that is compelling and follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, 

“pets and pests” are treated differently. “Pets” are treated fairly, while “pests” are not”). The response 

establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and 

domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (perception, emphasize). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

45 

 
 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Pets and Pests 

are two different things. Some people pamper their pets, and most treat pests like garbage).The response 

demonstrates insightful analysis of the text (People get pets for company and love. Most people treat them 

like royalty and some treat them like family; Pests don’t get treated nicely. They get looked at like they don’t 

belong; Some people see the value in pests and some don’t, this the point the author is making. Pests help 

us in many ways we don’t see; Bats and other “pests” eat tons of insects, which keeps us from getting sick 

from and insect bite, and they also pollinate the plants, which give us fruits and vegetables; Some “pests” 

do more than we see and help us too). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen evidence 

from the text (These days fancy mini-houses show how much we value our beloved dogs and canaries. But 

ecologically minded architects around the world are thinking up ways to make houses not for pets, but for 

pests”; But Bats are so helpful to humans as predators to insects and as pollinators; “In some places pigeons 

are considered pests While in others, like Turkey and Belgium, Where pigeon racing is a popular sport they 

are valued”). The response demonstrates clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create 

a unified whole (One way and Another piece of evidence is). The response provides a concluding section 

that follows from the topic and information presented (Even though pests and pets are different they are still 

animals. Pests need homes pets need homes. Pests need food animals need food. Sometimes people have to 

look at things a different way to see the benefits of it). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (After reading 

the article titled Building for “pests”: Critters need houses, too I learned about how building one small 

house could greatly impact a pest in a positive way). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the 

text [The author compaired “pets” and “pests” and the way we treat them because it’s like saying only girls 

get to live in a house with food, heat, and air conditioning. While men have to live outside (in the wild) 

hunting their own food. That is not fair now, is it? We are doing the same with animals and This shows hard 

thought in order to create the best home for a pest and so more people can notice the house and build one 

for themselves]. The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the text (Hwang 

states she wants the homes she designes for bats, bees, squirrels, and other critters to look cool and buetiful. 

Her reason: “well-designed architecture is able to bring attention to a situation” and “Haeg says he wants 

his Animal Estates to show how, with very simple means, we can accommodate those spieces again. And 

some of them we might really want to have around”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the 

skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole and enhance meaning (one example 

of this is, this shows, Another way). The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally 

from the task and purpose (Creating a small house is not hard and could add some color to your back or 

frount yard. Make you be the next person to download one of Fritz Haeg’s designs from the internet and 

build it yourself!”) The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The author 

compares how people treat pets and pests in the article. Also, the author develops ways to help pests). 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the text (People treat pets better then pests 

because most people are scared of pests and some ways people are helping pests are by making house 

just for pests). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen evidence from the text 

(“Many people are afraid of bats”; “They think of them as animals that transmit rabies”; Bats are 

helpful to humans as predators of insects”; “These were habitats for animals that lived on the 

Whitney’s site 400 years ago, when the land was marsh and tulip forest”; “He designs houses that are 

basic and not concerned with looking lovely”). The response exhibits clear organization, the use of 

appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (First, Secondly, Lastly, All in all). The response 

provides a concluding statement that follows from the task and purpose (All in all, people treat pets 

differently then pests). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

45  

 
 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (the author 

compares how people treat pets and pests. The author also writes about how people are helping the 

pests). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (That means that bats fall into the 

category of pests, That means that Haeg is helping animals by building habitats, That means that Haeg 

wants people to help too). The response develops the topic with relevant evidence from the text 

(According to her, a “pest is any animal people don’t want around”; Many people are afraid of bats”; 

Haeg installed nest boxes, burrows, and houses made from gourds”; “He hopes people will research 

what animals need homes where they live”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful 

use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole and enhance meaning (In the text it 

also says, That means that, In conclusion). The response provides a concluding section that follows from 

the task and purpose (In conclusion, the author compares how people treat pets and pests. The author 

also Includes how people are helping the pests). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command 

of conventions, with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The reason why 

the author compare how people treat pets and pests is because the author wants us to know the different and 

similar we treat pets and pest). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (Now and day 

people are also people also are helping pests). The response develops the topic with relevant evidence from 

the text (People make houses for there pets because there important to them and they love them, horse were 

peoples main ways of traveling and transportation so King Louis XIV built horse pen for horse, bats are dying 

out because their homes are getting infected from moss and are dying out so people builds homes for bats). 

The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (An 

example, One example, Another example, As you can see). The response provides a concluding statement that 

follows generally from the task and purpose (As you can see there are many similar and differences between 

pets and pests). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may 

hinder comprehension (the author compare, the author wants us to know the different and similar we treat 

pets and pest, there pets, horse were peoples main ways of traveling and transportation so King Louis XIV 

built horse pen for horse, Now and day people are also people also are helping pests, people builds homes, 

People design house, many similarl and differences). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 7b 

 
 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (In the passage 

the auther compares how people treat animal and develops ways that people help animals so in the this 

essay you will learn about what do the author said). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of 

the text (This shows that the way people help animal are to help animal find their homes). The response 

develops the topic with relevant evidence from the text, with some inconsistency (“ecologically minded 

architects around the world are thinking up ways to make houses, not for pets, but for pests!” and “it 

increase the chance that animal will be able to find a place to live”). The response exhibits some attempt at 

organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (This shows that and In conclusion). The response provides 

a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (In conclusion 

building a house will made the animal that helps us have a better life any making them easier to find a safe 

place to live). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may 

hinder comprehension (how people treat animal, what do the author said, author want to show the different 

between “pet” and “pests”, A detail from the test are, they are build house, many way, the way people help 

animal are To help animal find their homes, made the animal that helps us have a better life any making 

them easier). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8a 

45 

 
 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 8b 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The author 

compares how people treat pets a pests in the article to show that they are not so different and they 

both can be very helpful to the envirment). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the 

text (People help pests by making houses for them to survive. they want people to not pay all the 

attention to pets but they want people to pay attention to some pests too). The response demonstrates 

an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (Also that seven 

million bats died from this fungus in North America so far). The response exhibits some attempt at 

organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (Also). The response establishes but fails to maintain 

a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response does 

not provide a concluding statement or section. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command 

of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (pets a pest and envirment). 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 9b 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

author compare how people treats pets and pests because pets and are the kinds of amimal giving love 

and happiness to other families). The response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Pests are 

amimals that are slowly dying and could be dangerous. Also, pests can hurt people if they get hear 

them). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence 

(Hwang wants the homes she designs for bats, bees, squirrl and other critters to look cool and beautiful 

and Haeg says he wants his animal estates to show how, “with very simple means, we can accommodate 

those species again. And want some of them we might really want to have around). The response exhibits 

some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (Also). The response establishes and 

maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response does not 

provide a concluding statement or section. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (The author compare, amimal, 

squirrl). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(In the article Building for Pests critters need house too by Lela Nargi is very mean). The response 

demonstrates little understanding of the text (He of she treat pets nice and pests not nice. They think 

pest are ugly. They don’t know that they are so useful to human!). The response provides no evidence. 

The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response lacks a formal style, using language 

that is imprecise (they think and they don’t know). The response provides a concluding statement that 

is unrelated to the topic and information presented (this is my essay). The response demonstrates an 

emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension. 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Animals need food. They need good homes. They 

are helping pests because they are important to us). The response provides no evidence. The response 

exhibits no evidence of organization. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise 

(they). The response does not provide a concluding statement or section. The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (the 

author compares how people tread pets and pests in the article is they both have homes). The response 

demonstrates little understanding of the text (in the article is they both have homes). The response 

provides no evidence. The response exhibits no evidence of organization and does not provide a 

concluding statement or section. Conventions in the response are minimal, making assessment of 

conventions unreliable. 
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

45 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response uses language that is predominantly incoherent and copied directly from the prompt (Why 

in the you may plan your 3 here wish but do not write your final answer on page. the plaing page will 

not write pag 9 and 10. explain why author compares way use detain how from and the use detils from 

they in the and the for the ctiy Hang in the 40 animals 135 pelpel is pelpel is the Diretons: help make 

the blow we test and the 40 animals 35 pelpel we test is pelpel I says Hag I wat to my Anyone). The 

response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder 

comprehension. 
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(People need to love ther pet so the pet could be happly and they need house to live). The response 

demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the task (some people dads not want the pet to get the house 

dirtde so they bill dog house for them and keep them out side in the yard). The response provides no 

evidence and is inaccurate (Yes the author develop ways that people are helping pets by give them food, 

water house and walk with them playing with your dog by throging something and let your dog to can). 

The response exhibits no evidence of organization. The response lacks a formal style, using language 

that is inappropriate for the task (you can have many kind of pet which every kind of animal you liked). 

The response does not provide a concluding statement or section. The response demonstrates a lack of 

command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension. 

 

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

46 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response:  
The reunion has a powerful effect on Paolo’s parents and Benjamin. They have not seen each other in twenty 

years and never expected to because Benjamin says he had no idea Paolo’s parents were still alive. The narrator 

describes the group of them as “arms around each, other, and crying openly, crying through their laughter.” “Papa 

was so overcome, he couldn’t speak.” The three joined hands around the table “as if unwilling to let each other 

go for fear this reunion might turn out to be no more than a dream.” The experience brings back powerful 

memories that affect them all.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the reunion affects Paolo’s parents 

and Benjamin (mostly with shoch). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt (“We put two and two together; we thought you might be 

practicing somewhere but it never occurred to us that you were having lessons, nor that you had a 

teacher – and certainly not that your teacher was Benjamin Horowitz, who taught us and looked after 

us like a father all those years ago.” and “She cried again then, her head on Papa’s shoulder.”). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

46 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the reunion affects Paolo’s parents 

and Benjamin (they were so happy to see them). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (They Cryied and “mama was drying her eyes on 

her apron. Papa was overcome, he couldn’t speak”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 56 
 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the reunion affects Paolo’s parents 

and Benjamin (into joy, happiness, and tears). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Mama was drying her eyes on her apron. Papa was 

so overcome, he couldn’t speak.” and “The three of them seemed to fill the kitchen, arms around each other, 

and crying openly, crying through their laughter.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors 

do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the reunion affects Paolo’s parents 

and Benjamin (because they had to decide weather to let Paolo in on their secret); however, the 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (Paolo’s parents and Benjamin 

looked at each other to decide if they should tell Paolo). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (They sat down Then, hands 

joined around The Table as if unwilling to let Each Other go for fear This Reunion might Turn out to 

be no more Than a dream); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to 

explain how the reunion affects Paolo’s parents and Benjamin as required by the prompt. This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (“Papa was so overcome, he couldn’t speak” and “They sat down then, hands joined around 

the table as if unwilling to let each other go for fear this reunion might turn out to be no more than a 

dream); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the 

reunion affects Paolo’s parents and Benjamin as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The reunion affect paolo’s parents and Benjamin by Hateing Him). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The reunion affect Paolo’s 

Parent and benJamin is that they both are different from each other because Paolo’s is a kid and 

benJamin is a Parent or an adult. According to the text is says “I’d gone for my lessons, how BenJamin 

had been the best teacher in all the world.). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

47 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
A central theme of “Excerpt from The Mozart Question” is the relief and connection that comes from honesty. 

The narrator has no idea the revelation of him taking violin lessons will have such an effect on his family. By 

telling them, he learns truths about his parents and teacher that he could have never imagined. He learns that his 

mother loves the violin and his parents cherish the instrument. In turn, his mother has an opportunity to be truthful 

with her son and husband. Finally, the narrator’s parents get to be truthful about their past with the narrator’s 

teacher. They learn that they all survived and have missed one another dearly. The events of the reunion show the 

powerful connections brought about through the bravery it takes to be honest.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text that identifies a central theme in “Excerpt from 

The Mozart Question” (you should always tell the truth and nothing bad comes from the truth). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (“To my suprise, they were not looking angry.” and “Didn’t I say Paolo would tell us, Papa?”). 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text that identifies a central theme in “Excerpt from The 

Mozart Question” (time will tell its true nature). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Mama played the violin too! She had never 

told me that!” and “and that without a word passing between them they were deciding whether they 

should reveal it,”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

47 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text that identifies a central theme in “Excerpt from The 

Mozart Question” (friendships). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text 

for support as required by the prompt (Benjamin, Mama, and Papa met each other and they were all happy 

and crying, tears of joy and “arms around each other, and crying openly, crying through their laughter.”). 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

47 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (“At this, the three of them looked at one another. I knew then that they all shared the same 

secret, and that without a word Passing between them they were deciding whether they should reveal 

it, if this was the right moment to tell me.” and “As it was, they looked to PaPa for the final decision, 

and it was he who invited me to the table to join them I think I kenw then, even before PaPa began that 

I was in some way part of their secret.”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference 

from the text that identifies a central theme in “Excerpt from The Mozart Question.” This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text that identifies a central theme in “Excerpt from 

The Mozart Question” (when they forgive each other); however, the response only provides one 

concrete detail from the text for support (“Papa forgives me because he knows I love this violin, that 

is part of me.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

47 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text that identifies a central theme in “Excerpt from The 

Mozart Question” (They have a secret); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Benjamin carried Papa’s violin 

for me that day and held my hand all the way back to the Dorsoduro. I dreaded having to make my 

confession. I knew how hurt they would be. You see Paolo,’ said Benjamin, smiling down at me,’ didn’t 

tell you one it was a wonderful world? Twenty years. I always hopen they survived hoped they were 

together, these two young love birds, but I never believed it not really). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The titte is Excerpt from the Mozart 

question they all about asking many questions from the Mozart the question is all about Mozart. For 

example, Mozart is the write of this book. Another example, the book is all about her).  

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

48 

 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Leonardo and the other apprentices were required to complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes 

because they were new and inexperienced. As a new apprentice, Leonardo “started his training by doing simple 

chores.” He did not yet know how to do more advanced tasks like mixing paint colors, making brushes, or tinting 

paper.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Leonardo and the other 

apprentices were required to complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes (he is just a 

new member of the bottega). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt (“Like all new apprentices, he started his training by doing 

simple chores. He swept, cleaned, mixed piants, and ran errands” and “however, he began to learn the 

sk he would need to work his way up from apprentices to Mas craftsman). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Leonardo and the other 

apprentices were required to complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes (because 

they were younger). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt (“The younger apprentices, like himself, swept the floors and cleaned 

brushes and mallets.” and “The older apprentices tended the fiery kilns used to harden clay 

sculptures.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Leonardo and the other 

apprentices were required to complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes (to help 

them learn). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“He began to learn the skills he would need to work his way up from apprentice 

to Master Craftman” and “He learned how to mix egg yolk with ground pigments to make a paint 

called tempera”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Leonardo and the other 

apprentices were required to complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes (because 

they had no expirience there were in training); however, the response only provides one concrete detail 

from the text for support (“he started his train by doing simple chores”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why Leonardo and the other 

apprentices were required to complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes (the needed 

to learn the skills to become a craftsman); however, the response does not provide two concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

48 

 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (Leonardi and the others were 

apprentices requird to complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning burshes “before 

retiringing upstairs to sleep.” He works twelve hours a day); however, the response does not provide 

a valid inference from the text to explain why Leonardo and the other apprentices were required to 

complete chores like sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes as required by the prompt. This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

48 

 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (Leonardo sweeps floors because he loves art). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

48 

 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (They 

where told to do chores because to do an activity, you need to clean up after yourself. You need to set 

up, do, and clean up). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

49 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Lines 24 through 38 develop a central idea of the article that this was a time when art was changing and part of 

what made Leonardo da Vinci so famous was that he was at the forefront of this change. Before the Renaissance, 

paintings looked “flat and not very realistic.” What Leonardo learned in Verrocchio’s bottega was how to paint 

“lifelike humans or nature scenes.” They were also learning about a “new technique called perspective.” The 

central idea was that it was a bustling time of great artistic development and that Leonardo was to become a major 

part of it. This is supported by the information in these lines.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
  



 

Page 83 
 

GUIDE PAPER 1 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 24 through 38 help to 

develop a central idea (it proves that art could not just change one thing in your life). The response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(“Verrocchio taught his pupils to use geometry, mathematics, and shading to create perspective in their 

work.” and “He provided plaster casts of hands, feet, legs.”). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

49 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 24 through 38 help to develop a 

central idea (by showing how Leonardo became a great artist). The response provides a sufficient number 

of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (when Leonardo came to Verrocchio’s 

workshop, he learned how to make art more realistic by making people more Three-dimensiona and 

Verrocchio taugh Leonardo how to make the background look farther away and how to use mathematical 

tools to create perspective). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

49 

 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 24 through 38 help to develop a 

central idea (The lines help provide details about how art is evolving). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Verrochio also taught his 

students a new technique called prespective and “Verrocchio taught his students to be precise, and paint 

exactly what they saw.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 87 
 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 24 through 38 help to develop a 

central idea (by showing what improvements was being made while Leonardo da vinci was learning); 

however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Leonardo began his 

apprenticeship at a time when art was changing dramatically.”). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Before the renaissance, 

Paintings often looked flat and not very realistic). This response does not provide a valid inference 

from the text to explain how lines 24 through 38 help to develop a central idea. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“When leonard came to 

Verocchio’s bottega, arts became more realistic”). This response does not provide a valid inference 

from the text to explain how lines 24 through 38 help to develop a central idea. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (In this article, he is a renaissance 

genius because he understand how he learning and make new unique of prespective. In the bottega, art more 

life like to Leonardo). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

49 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (From that Line 24 to 38 help to 

develop a central Idea of excerpt from Leonardo by helping Readers know that education and art can help 

you get throw a lot of things sto that s why you should take your Education seriuse so that you dont have to 

be in the street).  

  

Additional 
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Page 93 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

50 

 
 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The phrase “more to art than holding a paintbrush” means that Leonardo learned a lot more about how to create 

art than simply its mechanics. When he was to help with a bronze globe to grace the top of a Florence cathedral, 

he had to learn about “architectural plans” including how to “design cranes and pulleys” to hoist the globe to the 

roof. This work included engineering and calculations, much more than simply holding a paintbrush.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

50 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “more to art than 

holding a paintbrush” means (This quote means that there is more to art than just painting and 

drawing). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“The artist had to cast the globe in bronze, develop architectural plans, and 

even design the cranes and pulleys needed to install it. For the commission, art and engineering went 

hand in hand.” and “Leonardo cleaned and swept. Eventually he was given the daily task of grinding 

pigments to make paint. After he mastered each task he was given a harder one. He polished bronze 

statues. He learned how to make paintbrushes.”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

50 

 
 
 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “more to art than holding 

a paintbrush” means (when it comes to art, it is not only drawing and painting. Leonardo learned that 

mathematics and planning with patience took place in art too). The response provides a sufficient number 

of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“it would be a challenge to create, 

for the glove was to be twenty feet across and weigh over two tons.” and “The artist had to cast the globe 

in bronze, develop architectural plans, and even design the cranes and pulleys needed to install it.”). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

50 

 
 
 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “more to art than holding 

a paintbrush” means (art is not just one easy thing). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“polish bronze statues… make paintbrushes… 

prepare woden panels” and make a 2 ton globe like in paragraph 7). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

50 

 
 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “more to art than holding 

a paintbrush” means (The phrase means that when you paint you are expressing your self in a way you cant 

do alone); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“On the spring 

day when it was installed the whole town turned out to watch.”). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

50 

 
 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “more to art than holding 

a paintbrush” means (this means that there are many skills that u have to use or know in order to be a good 

artist, and in order to be succesful u have to work hard); however, the response does not provide two 

concrete detail from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

50 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“The artist had to cast the globe 

in bronze, develop architectural plans, and even design the cranes and pully needed to install it.”). The 

response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “more to art than holding 

a paintbrush” means. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

50 

 
 
 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The phrase “more to art than holding 

a paintbrush” means that you need art then you get a paintbrush to do it. For example “The wealthy people 

of Florence would come in to have their protraits painted.” This shows that you have to know how to draw 

and paint rather then a paintbrush with no art. Another example is that, “His workshop received orders for 

painting.” This shows that painting something is more important than making brushes. Therefore, art is a 

skilled subject not a fast hand maker).  
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

50 

 
 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (I think that the phrase “more to art 

than holding a paintbrush,” means that whenever Leonardo is painting he is more focused to his painting 

than to his paintbrush. For instance, Leonardo learned about paintings with Verrocchio. Also, that many 

people wanted Verrocchio to do other things. In the text it states, “The wealthy people of Florence would 

come in to have their portraits painted.” This quote explains that Leonardo use to see the portraits that 

Verrocchio painted).  

  

Additional 



 

Page 104 
 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

51 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
Before Leonardo da Vinci became a great artist, he was first apprenticed to one named Verrocchio. The authors 

of “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius” and “Leonardo da Vinci for Kids” describe 

Verrocchio’s bottega differently. Furthermore, both authors emphasize the bottega’s importance to intellectual 

and artistic culture in Florence. 

In “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius” the bottega is described as a busy place of work with 

many apprentices at varying stages in their apprenticeships and working on a very wide variety of artistic 

endeavors: “hammering metal into elaborate armor,” “cutting gems,” “carving ivory,” making “jewelry” or 

“sculptures” from clay and then painting. The bottega is described as having a hierarchy that the apprentices work 

up to. Leonardo begins by sweeping the floor and cleaning brushes but it will not be long before he graduates to 

more artistic tasks like painting and sculpting. The bottega is described as a one-stop shop for learning all the arts. 

In “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas,” the bottega is described as bustling and exciting 

with “the doors open to the street and the teeming life of the city spill[ing] inside.” Dogs and children are playing 

in the rooms and even pigs and chickens are wandering in. Verrocchio is portrayed as a master orchestrating all 

of the apprentices. The bottega is described in cinematic terms and is easy to picture and hear “hammer[ing] armor 

and pound[ing] stone to powder,” a place that received orders for everything artistic and had wealthy people in 

and out of it placing orders.  

The bottega was an important place of art and learning. In “Leonardo: Renaissance Genius,” “writers, scholars, 

and artists gathered in the workshop to exchange news or share ideas. They talked about music, books, science, 

and philosophy.” The bottega is described as having an “intellectual atmosphere.” In “Leonardo da Vinci for 

Kids,” the bottega is depicted as the center of artistic activity with exciting and important commissions for all 

types of art coming in at all times. The variety of experiences and people that Leonardo would’ve encountered 

helped to make the bottega a place of learning.  

While both articles approach the subject of Leonardo da Vinci’s life differently, both provide details that describe 

the life of the great artist and the importance of art in the city of Florence. Both passages bring Leonardo and 

Verrocchio’s bottega in Renaissance Florence back to life. 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

51 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 

task and purpose (Leonardo da Vinci was one of the greatest artists/inventors in history. In, “Excerpt 

from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas”, it tells what Leonardo da Vinci’s child hood 

was like. In, “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius”, it explains what he did when he 

was an apprentice with other apprentices. But in both of them, they still show that he was a great artist). 

The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (Since he has Leonardo has never been there 

before and is excited by what he sees, the text shows how he was happy about being there; The 

description of Verrocchio’s studio was was different because it showed what Leonardo saw in the 

studio rather than what he felt when he first went in; Since the studio was there, the cathedral in 

Florence would be able to be created thanks to the studio’s help; Since the studio was there to help 

Florence, the studio finished it). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details 

from the texts and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence (“Leonardo’s eyes opened wide when 

he saw Verrocchio’s studio for the first time. The doors were open to the street and the teeming life of 

the city spilled inside”; “In the main room of the bottega, the young artist saw some of his new teacher’s 

assitants painting huge wooden panels with fine white plaster mixture called gesso”; “One day 

Verrocchio received a very impotant commision. Florence’s cathedral, Santa Mari del Fiore was 

nearly finished after nearly two hundred years of construction”; “The final touch needed was the great 

bronze globe to be placed on top”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of 

appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole and enhance meaning (Since, But, 

According to, Overall, In addition). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In the 

passages “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas” by Janis Herbert and 

“Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius” by Barbara O’ Connor, they talk about 

Verrocchio’s bottega but has a different point of view towards it. Connor tells about how much work 

Leonardo had to do when he was in Verrocchio’s botega, while Herbert tells about how Leonardo was 

surprised when he was in Verrocchio’s botega. Though Herbert and Conner had different thoughts 

about Verrocchio’s botega, they both thought it was important since it was where Leonardo learned 

how to be an artist). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (Thus, Herbert showed 

how Leonardo was so surpised when he saw what was inside Verrocchio’s studio; Therefore, 

Verrocchio pushed Leonardo to do a lot of hard were to help him learn more; Thus, Verrocchio’s 

bottega was the place where he learned new things that would help him in being an artist). The response 

develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (“The doors were open to the street 

and the teeming life of the city spilled inside.”; “Leonardo’s days in the bottega were long and busy.”; 

“After he mastered each task he was given a harder one. He polished bronze statues. He learned how 

to make paintbrushes.”; “Verrochio taught his artists to be pricise, to paint, and to sculpt exactly what 

they saw.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied 

transitions to create a unified whole and enhance meaning (Though, In the passage, Thus, But on the 

other hand, For example, Therefore, In addition, As a result). The response provides a concluding 

statement that follows from the topic and information presented (As a result, both Herbert and Conner 

has different point of views of Verrocchio’s bottega but both of them thinks it was an important place). 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In the two 

articles, “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His life and Ideas” and “Excerpt from Leonardo 

da Vinci” Renaissance Genius”, there are different descriptions of Verrocchhio’s bogetta. and In both 

articles, Verrochhios bogetta was an important place for art and ideas in Florence. The articles show 

how it affected the lives of young artists). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the 

texts (Verrochhios bogetta is described as busy, very artistic, and very open to the public; the bogetta 

is described as calm, and everybody is working hard and is concentrating; These details show why 

Verrocchio’s bogetta was an important place for art and Ideas in Florence, and how it improved many 

young lives for years to come). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from 

the texts [“The doors were open to the street and the teeming life of the city spilled inside. Playing 

children and their dogs ran through the rooms. Sometimes a pig or a chicken wandered in! Maestro 

Verrocchio stood in the middle of all the activity, alert to everything that was going on and directing 

the work of his young apprentices. Brushes and mallets and chisels hung on the walls, along with the 

sketches and plans of work in progress.”; “In the main room of the bogetta, the young artist saw some 

of his teacher’s assistants painting huge wooden panels covered with a fine white plaster mixture called 

gesso. Other assitants were hammering metal into elaborate armour.”; Like all new apprentices, he 

started his training by doing simple chores. He swept, cleaned, mixed paints, and ran errands. Soon, 

however, he began to learn the skills he would need to work his way up from apprentice to master 

craftsman.”; “Leonardo’s father and Verrocchio shook hands. Young Leonarda was now apprenticed 

to the great artist. He would be a “discepolo” (which is the Italion word for an apprentice) and would 

spend many years learning to be an artist under the direction of Verrocchio.”]. The response exhibits 

clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In the two articles, 

These details show). The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and 

information presented (Verrocchios bogetta was an important place for art and ideas in Florence). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.  
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Both 

“Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas” and Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius” 

describe Verrocchio’s bottega. They are different because one passage shows it all calm, aand another 

shows people running around and being fun). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of 

the texts (This shows how Verrocchi’s studio welcomed in everyone and This shows how that teaching 

spawned many great artist who made sculptures, paintings, and inventions that helped create many 

ideas for Florence). The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“Playing 

children and their dogs ran through the rooms. Sometimes a pig or a chicke wandered in!”; “In the 

main room of the bottega, the young artist saw some of his new teacher’s assistants painting huge 

wooden panelswith a fine white plasture mix called gesso. Other assistants were hammering metal int 

elaborate armor.”; “Verrocchi taught is students to be percise. to paint and sculpt exactly what they 

saw.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a 

unified whole (An example, This shows). The response provides a concluding statement that follows 

from the topic and information presented (These examples show how the depictions of Verrocchi’s 

bottega differ, and how Verrochi’s bottega was an important place for art and ideas in Florence). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not 

hinder comprehension (shows it all calm, aand, being all crazy, Verrocchi, Florence, an example, 

precise, many great artist).  
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The 

descriptions of Verrocchio’s bottega were different in some ways). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate analysis of the texts (In “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas,” it 

describes the bottega to be bustling with activity, with people from the streets, animals, and craziness; 

However, in “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius,” it describes the bottega to be 

busy, with only a lot of apprentices, not animals or people from the streets; This is because some people 

came to get cannons to protect the city, while others needed church bells). The response develops the 

topic with relevant details from the texts (“Sometimes a pig or chicken wandered in!”; “Leonardo had 

only to look around him to see that there was much to learn from his new master.”; “Verrocchio and 

his apprentices even made bells for churches and cannons to guard the town”). The response exhibits 

clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (However, The 

article states, This explains that). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 6c 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose 

(How were the descriptions of Verrocchio’s bottega in “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His 

Life and Ideas” and “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius” are different. How was 

Verrocchio’s bottega an important place for art and ideas in florence. I can use details from both 

articles to support my responce to these questions). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

analysis of the texts (The “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci” was different from the “Excerpt from 

Leonardo da Vinci for Kids” because Verrocchio’s workshop was more serious and Verrocchio’s 

workshop was an important place for art and ideas in Florence because it made young artists what 

hard work is). The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (Leonardo worked 

for twelve hours a day; playing kids and dogs were running through the office; you started from the 

bottom and worked your way up and the tasks got harder and harder). The response exhibits clear 

organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In the text, it stated in 

the text, In both texts). The response provides a concluding section that follows from the topic and 

information presented (The two excerpts were different because one made the workshop seem more 

serious. Verrocchio’s worksh was an important place for art and ideas because it helped young artists). 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 

not hinder comprehension.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose 

(In both articles the bottega are important parts of Florence but the articles describe the bottega in 

different ways). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (In the article 

excerpt from “Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius” the botegga is described as serious and But 

in the other story the bottega was described as cheerful and playful). The response partially develops 

the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence (“The days in the bottega were long as 

busy and “The doors were open to the street and the teeming life of the city spilled inside.”). The 

response some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (But in the other story, For 

example). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Both 

“Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas” and “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: 

Renaissance Genius” use sensory details to describe to the reader Verrocchio’s bottega, but in very 

different ways). The response demonstrates a literal understanding of texts (the author is more 

descriptive on the looks, and actions of the characters and, and what happened to Leonardo even after 

he finished traning and the author describes mainly the chores Leonardo completed, and an overview 

of everything he learned in the end). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use 

of some textual evidence, some of which is irrelevant (“He had a square face, dark curly hair, and a 

serious expression that showed that work was his life”; “The artist had to cast the globe in bronze, 

develop architectural plans, and even design the cranes and pulleys needed to install it.”; “the younger 

apprentices, like himself, swept the floors and cleaned brushes and mallets.”; “From his first days in 

the bottega, Leonardo sjowed both an ability to learn quickly and a natural talent in art). The response 

exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (for 

example, Also, Then, in the text it states). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (descibe, traning, expresssion, 

sjowed). 

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9b 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose 

(Verrocchio’s bottega in “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for Kids: His Life and Ideas” and “Excerpt 

from Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance Genius” are different by “His life and ideas just explaining 

about Verrocchio’s workshop and Leonardo’s job there. Rather than “Renaissance Genius” talking 

about Leonardo himself and by him also working at the bottega). This response demonstrates a literal 

comprehension of the texts (This quote from the passage shows the fact that Verrocchio’s bottega was 

busy and This quote shows that Verrocchio and his apprentices made anything from paintings to 

cannons). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence 

(“And in Verrocchio’s bottega, there was so much going on!; he had weathy people come in for 

portraits and he also had to decorate buildings such as a cathedral; “Verrocchio and his apprentices 

even made bells for churches and cannons used to guard the town.”). The response exhibits some 

attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (Rather than, This quote from the passage 

shows the fact that). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates 

emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (and by him also 

working at the bottega, is by his workshop having to do everything).  
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

descriptions of verrochio’s bottega are different by one saying that it was so busy… and the other one 

saying how it was apacked lace). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts. The 

response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional 

evidence (how busy the streets are and verrochio was the greatest sculpter of the time). The response 

exhibits no attempt at organization, and provides no concluding statement. The response demonstrates 

a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (verrochio’s, it was 

busy like how busy the streets are, apacked lace, Verrochio bottega, sculpter). 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Both 

“Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci for kids: His Life and Ideas” and “Excerpt from Leonardo da Vinci: 

Renaissance Genius” describe Verrochio’s bottega). The response demonstrates little understanding 

of the texts (it is saying that Verrochio’s botttega is a place for learning and value, but in “Excerpt 

from Leonardo da Vinci for kids: His Life and Ideas” it is saying that Verrochio’s bottega is a place 

for wonderful things and creativity in your art work and many people came there to express thier 

feelings in art such as the wealthy people they would get thier portraits painted). The response 

demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal occasional evidence 

which is generally irrelevant (“Young Leonardo was now apprenticed to the great artist” and “And in 

Verroicchio’s bottega, there was so much going on!”). The response exhibits some attempt at 

organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (In the text, Also). The response does not provide a 

concluding statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors 

that may hinder comprehension. 

  

Additional 
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (they are 

pretty similar but the second passage was more of leonardo’s point of view). The response demonstrates 

little understanding of the texts. The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops 

ideas with minimal, occasional evidence which is generally irrelevant (verrocchio’s was a great place for 

learning: poloshiphy, math, art,ect). The response exhibits no evidence of organization, and does not provide 

a concluding statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors 

that may hinder comprehension. 

  



 

Page 126 
 

GUIDE PAPER 13 

51 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of understanding of the texts (in both storys leonardo’s bottega is 

different by leonardo being an apperentis in one of the storys and not in the other. And Verrocchio’s 

bottega is different in one of the storys by bying leonardo’s fathers friend and still being his friend in 

the other story). The response provides no evidence, and exhibits no evidence of organization. The 

response does not provide a concluding statement or section. The response demonstrates a lack of 

command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension. 
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of understanding of the task and texts (Verrocchio’s bottega is 

important. Its important because it was for his commision. His commision was to build a construction 

for 200 years). The response provides no evidence, and exhibits no evidence of organization. The 

response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of 

conventions, with some errors that hinder comprehension. 
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