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based on his or her analysis of the passage, and then provide two pieces of text-based evidence to support
his or her answer.

The purpose of the short-response questions is to assess a student’s ability to comprehend and analyze
text. In responding to these questions, students are expected to write in complete sentences. Responses
require no more than three complete sentences. The rubric used for evaluating short-response questions
can be found in the grade-level Educator Guides at https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-
english-language-arts-and-mathematics.

Extended-Response Questions

Extended-response questions are designed to measure a student’s ability to write from sources. Questions
that measure Writing from Sources prompt students to communicate a clear and coherent analysis of one
or two texts. The comprehension and analysis required by each extended response is directly related to
grade-specific reading standards. Student responses are evaluated on the degree to which they meet grade-
level writing and language expectations. This evaluation is made by using a rubric that incorporates the
demands of grade-specific New York State P-12 Reading and Language standards.

The integrated nature of the standards for ELA and literacy requires that students are evaluated across the
strands (Reading, Writing, and Language) with longer pieces of writing, such as those prompted by the
extended-response questions. The rubric used for evaluating extended-response questions can be found in
the grade-level Educator Guides at https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-english-language-
arts-and-mathematics.

New York State P-12 Learning Standards Alignment

The alignment(s) to the New York State P-12 Learning Standards for English Language Arts is/are intended
to identify the analytic skills necessary to successfully answer each question. However, some questions
measure proficiencies described in multiple standards, including writing and additional reading and
language standards. For example, two-point and four-point constructed-response questions require
students to first conduct the analyses described in the mapped standard and then produce written
responses that are rated based on writing standards. To gain greater insight into the measurement focus
for constructed-response questions, please refer to the rubrics.

These Released Questions Do Not Comprise a “Mini Test”

To ensure future valid and reliable tests, some content must remain secure for possible use on future
exams. As such, this document is not intended to be representative of the entire test, to show how
operational tests look, or to provide information about how teachers should administer the test; rather, its
purpose is to provide an overview of how the test reflects the demands of the New York State P-12 Learning
Standards.

The released questions do not represent the full spectrum of the standards assessed on the State tests, nor
do they represent the full spectrum of how the standards should be taught and assessed in the classroom.
It should not be assumed that a particular standard will be measured by an identical question in future
assessments. Specific criteria for writing test questions, as well as additional assessment information, are
available at http://www.engageny.org/common-core-assessments.
















Session 1

TIPS FOR TAKING THE TEST

Here are some suggestions to help you do your best:
Be sure to read all the directions carefully.
Most questions will make sense only when you read the whole passage. You may read
the passage more than once to answer a question. When a question includes a quotation
from a passage, be sure to keep in mind what you learned from reading the whole
passage. You may need to review both the quotation and the passage in order to answer
the question correctly.

Read each question carefully and think about the answer before making your choice.




Directions
Read this article. Then answer questions 7 through 12.

Saving Snow Leopards

by Pamela Crowe

“Mountain Ghost”

1 The snow leopard is rarely seen by humans. This mysterious cat lives in 12
Asian countries among the world’s tallest mountains.

2 The snow leopard is smaller than the tiger, the lion, and the leopard of Africa
and Asia. It weighs as much as a cheetah, but is shorter and stockier. The cat’s
compact shape and thick fur help keep it warm in glacier-chilled air. Dark
markings dapple its light-gray coat, camouflaging it in rocky terrain. Big paws
make padding over snow easier. An extra-long tail provides balance on steep,
rugged ground.

3 You might think the snow leopard would be safe living in such harsh, remote
places. But it faces multiple threats from humans. The cat has lost important
stretches of habitat. (A habitat is the place that fills an animal’s needs—mainly
food, shelter, and mates.) Mining, wars, and overgrazing by farm animals have all
led to this loss of habitat.

Protecting the Herd

4 The loss of habitat has caused a food shortage. Snow leopards eat wild goats
and sheep. When farm animals eat too much vegetation, wild plant eaters can’t
find enough food to stay healthy. Females don’t have enough babies. Over time,
the numbers of wild goats and sheep go down, and snow leopards have less to
eat. Then the big cats eat livestock, and the herders kill the leopards to protect
their livelihoods.

5 Agencies are working to save the cats and help herders at the same time. Some
agencies give herders wire mesh and wood to keep snow leopards from entering
their stables at night. Some pay herders for the animals they lose to snow
leopards. In exchange, the herders stop killing snow leopards and leave more
room and plants for the wild goats and sheep.
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