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Background 
 
In 2013, New York State began administering tests designed to assess student performance in accordance 
with the instructional shifts and rigor demanded by the new New York State P-12 Learning Standards in 
English Language Arts (ELA). To help in this transition to new assessments, the New York State Education 
Department (SED) has been releasing an increasing number of test questions from the tests that were 
administered to students across the State in the spring. This year, SED is again releasing large portions  
of the 2018 NYS Grades 3–8 English Language Arts and Mathematics test materials for review, discussion, 
and use.  
 
For 2018, included in these released materials are at least 75 percent of the test questions that appeared 
on the 2018 tests (including all constructed-response questions) that counted toward students’ scores.  
Additionally, SED is providing information about the released passages; the associated text complexity for 
each passage; and a map that details what learning standards each released question measures and the 
correct response to each question. These released materials will help students, families, educators, and the 
public better understand the tests and the New York State Education Department’s expectations for 
students. 
 
Understanding ELA Questions  
 
Multiple-Choice Questions 
 
Multiple-choice questions are designed to assess the New York State P-12 Learning Standards in English 
Language Arts. These questions ask students to analyze different aspects of a given text, including central 
idea, style elements, character and plot development, and vocabulary. Almost all questions, including 
vocabulary questions, will be answered correctly only if the student comprehends and makes use of the 
whole passage.  
 
For multiple-choice questions, students select the correct response from four answer choices. Multiple-
choice questions assess reading standards in a variety of ways. Some ask students to analyze aspects of text 
or vocabulary. Many questions require students to combine skills. For example, questions may ask students 
to identify a segment of text that best supports the central idea. To answer these questions correctly, a 
student must first comprehend the central idea and then show understanding of how that idea is supported. 
Questions tend to require more than rote recall or identification.  
 
Short-Response Questions  
 
Short-response questions are designed to assess New York State P-12 Reading and Language Standards. 
These are single questions in which a student uses textual evidence to support his or her answer to an 
inferential question. These questions ask the student to make an inference (a claim, position, or conclusion) 



based on his or her analysis of the passage, and then provide two pieces of text-based evidence to support 
his or her answer.  
 
The purpose of the short-response questions is to assess a student’s ability to comprehend and analyze 
text. In responding to these questions, students are expected to write in complete sentences. Responses 
require no more than three complete sentences. The rubric used for evaluating short-response questions 
can be found in the grade-level Educator Guides at https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-
english-language-arts-and-mathematics. 
 
 
Extended-Response Questions  
 
Extended-response questions are designed to measure a student’s ability to write from sources. Questions 
that measure Writing from Sources prompt students to communicate a clear and coherent analysis of one 
or two texts. The comprehension and analysis required by each extended response is directly related to 
grade-specific reading standards. Student responses are evaluated on the degree to which they meet grade-
level writing and language expectations. This evaluation is made by using a rubric that incorporates the 
demands of grade-specific New York State P-12 Reading and Language standards.  
 
The integrated nature of the standards for ELA and literacy requires that students are evaluated across the 
strands (Reading, Writing, and Language) with longer pieces of writing, such as those prompted by the 
extended-response questions. The rubric used for evaluating extended-response questions can be found in 
the grade-level Educator Guides at https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-english-language-
arts-and-mathematics. 
 
New York State P-12 Learning Standards Alignment 
 
The alignment(s) to the New York State P-12 Learning Standards for English Language Arts is/are intended 
to identify the analytic skills necessary to successfully answer each question. However, some questions 
measure proficiencies described in multiple standards, including writing and additional reading and 
language standards. For example, two-point and four-point constructed-response questions require 
students to first conduct the analyses described in the mapped standard and then produce written 
responses that are rated based on writing standards. To gain greater insight into the measurement focus 
for constructed-response questions, please refer to the rubrics. 
 
These Released Questions Do Not Comprise a “Mini Test”  
 
To ensure future valid and reliable tests, some content must remain secure for possible use on future 
exams. As such, this document is not intended to be representative of the entire test, to show how 
operational tests look, or to provide information about how teachers should administer the test; rather, its 
purpose is to provide an overview of how the test reflects the demands of the New York State P-12 Learning 
Standards.  
 
The released questions do not represent the full spectrum of the standards assessed on the State tests, nor 
do they represent the full spectrum of how the standards should be taught and assessed in the classroom. 
It should not be assumed that a particular standard will be measured by an identical question in future 
assessments. Specific criteria for writing test questions, as well as additional assessment information, are 
available at http://www.engageny.org/common-core-assessments.  

https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
https://www.engageny.org/resource/test-guides-english-language-arts-and-mathematics
http://www.engageny.org/common-core-assessments
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Session 1 

TIPS FOR TAKING THE TEST

Here are some suggestions to help you do your best:

•  Be sure to read all the directions carefully.

•  �Most questions will make sense only when you read the whole passage. You may read 
the passage more than once to answer a question. When a question includes a quotation 
from a passage, be sure to keep in mind what you learned from reading the whole 
passage. You may need to review both the quotation and the passage in order to answer 
the question correctly.

•  �Read each question carefully and think about the answer before making your choice. 
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“Just Like Home,” by Mathangi Subramanian, from Skipping Stones, March-April 2012. Copyright © 2012, Skipping Stones. Used by 
permission of Skipping Stones via Copyright Clearance Center.

Excerpt from “Young Ben Franklin,” by Julie Doyle Durway, from Appleseeds, Dec. 2004. Copyright © 2004, Cricket Media. Used by 
permission of Cricket Media via Copyright Clearance Center.

Excerpt from “Printer’s Ink,” by Jerry Miller, from Appleseeds, Dec. 2004, Vol. 7 Issue 4. Copyright © 2004, Cricket Media. Used by 
permission of Cricket Media via Copyright Clearance Center. Illustration of young Ben Franklin visiting his brother’s Boston print shop. In 
the public domain.

Developed and published under contract with the New York State Education Department by Questar Assessment Inc., 5550 Upper 147th 
Street West, Minneapolis, MN 55124. Copyright © 2018 by the New York State Education Department. 
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Session 2

TIPS FOR TAKING THE TEST

Here are some suggestions to help you do your best:

•  Be sure to read all the directions carefully.

•  �Most questions will make sense only when you read the whole passage. You may read 
the passage more than once to answer a question. When a question includes a quotation 
from a passage, be sure to keep in mind what you learned from reading the whole 
passage. You may need to review both the quotation and the passage in order to answer 
the question correctly.

•  �Read each question carefully and think about the answer before writing your response.

•  In writing your responses, be sure to

           	 – clearly organize your writing and express what you have learned;

            	 – accurately and completely answer the questions being asked;

           	 – support your responses with examples or details from the text; and

            	 – �write in complete sentences using correct spelling, grammar, capitalization,  
and punctuation.

•  �For the last question in this test book, you may plan your writing on the Planning Page 
provided, but do NOT write your final answer on this Planning Page. Writing on this 
Planning Page will NOT count toward your final score. Write your final answer on the 
lined response pages provided.
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Read this story. Then answer questions 36 through 38.
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GO ON 

Read this article. Then answer questions 41 and 42.
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