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2-Point Rubric—Short Response

Score Response Features
2 Point The features of a 2-point response are

• Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the prompt
• Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
• Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text to 

develop response according to the requirements of the prompt
• Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from 

the text as required by the prompt
• Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability

1 Point
The features of a 1-point response are

• A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required by the prompt
• Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the 

text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt
• Incomplete sentences or bullets

0 Point* The features of a 0-point response are

• A response that does not address any of the requirements of the prompt or is totally 
inaccurate

• A response that is not written in English
• A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

• If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response  
can be scored no higher than a 1.
*     Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session  

leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no  
response attempted). 
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New York State Grades 6–8 Writing Evaluation Rubric

CRITERIA CCLS
SCORE

4 
Essays at this level:

3 
Essays at this level:

2 
Essays at this level:

1 
Essays at this level:

0* 
Essays at this level:

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 
the extent to which the essay 
conveys ideas and information 
clearly and accurately in order to 
support analysis of topics or text

W.2

R.1–9

—clearly introduce a topic in 
a manner that is compelling 
and follows logically from 
the task and purpose
—demonstrate insightful 
analysis of the text(s)

— clearly introduce a topic 
in a manner that follows 
from the task and purpose 

—demonstrate grade-
appropriate analysis of the 
text(s)

—introduce a topic in 
a manner that follows 
generally from the task and 
purpose
—demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of the 
text(s)

—introduce a topic in a 
manner that does not 
logically follow from the 
task and purpose
—demonstrate little 
understanding of the text(s)

—demonstrate a lack of 
comprehension of the 
text(s) or task

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
the extent to which the essay 
presents evidence from the 
provided text to support analysis 
and reflection W.2 

R.1–8

—develop the topic with 
relevant, well-chosen 
facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other 
information and examples 
from the text(s)
—sustain the use of varied, 
relevant evidence

—develop the topic with 
relevant facts, definitions, 
details, quotations, or other 
information and examples 
from the text(s)

—sustain the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of 
variety

—partially develop the topic 
of the essay with the use 
of some textual evidence, 
some of which may be 
irrelevant

—use relevant evidence 
with inconsistency

—demonstrate an attempt 
to use evidence, but only 
develop ideas with minimal, 
occasional evidence which 
is generally invalid or 
irrelevant

—provide no evidence or 
provide evidence that is 
completely irrelevant

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND 
STYLE:  
the extent to which the essay 
logically organizes complex ideas, 
concepts, and information using 
formal style and precise language

W.2

L.3

L.6

—exhibit clear organization, 
with the skillful use of 
appropriate and varied 
transitions to create a 
unified whole and enhance 
meaning

—establish and maintain a 
formal style, using grade-
appropriate, stylistically 
sophisticated language and 
domain-specific vocabulary 
with a notable sense of 
voice

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
is compelling and follows 
clearly from the topic and 
information presented

—exhibit clear organization, 
with the use of appropriate 
transitions to create a 
unified whole 

—establish and maintain a 
formal style using precise 
language and domain-
specific vocabulary

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from the topic and 
information presented

—exhibit some attempt 
at organization, with 
inconsistent use of 
transitions

—establish but fail to 
maintain a formal style, with 
inconsistent use of language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows generally from 
the topic and information 
presented

—exhibit little attempt at 
organization, or attempts 
to organize are irrelevant to 
the task

—lack a formal style, using 
language that is imprecise 
or inappropriate for the 
text(s) and task

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
is illogical or unrelated to 
the topic and information 
presented

—exhibit no evidence of 
organization 

—use language that is 
predominantly incoherent 
or copied directly from the 
text(s)

—do not provide a 
concluding statement or 
section

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS:  
the extent to which the essay 
demonstrates command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling

W.2

L.1

L.2

—demonstrate grade-
appropriate command of 
conventions, with few errors

—demonstrate grade-
appropriate command of 
conventions, with occasional 
errors that do not hinder 
comprehension

—demonstrate emerging 
command of conventions, 
with some errors that may 
hinder comprehension

—demonstrate a lack of 
command of conventions, 
with frequent errors that 
hinder comprehension

—are minimal, making 
assessment of conventions 
unreliable

• If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored no higher than a 2.
• If the student writes only a personal response and makes no reference to the text(s), the response can be scored no higher than a 1.
• Responses totally unrelated to the topic, illegible, or incoherent should be given a 0.
• A response totally copied from the text(s) with no original student writing should be scored a 0.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no response attempted).
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At Dusk
by Natasha Trethewey

At first I think she is calling a child,
my neighbor, leaning through her doorway
at dusk, street lamps just starting to hum
the backdrop of evening. en I hear
the high-pitched wheedling we send out
to animals who know only sound, not
the meanings of our words—here here—
nor how they sometimes fall short.
In another yard, beyond my neighbor’s 
sight, the cat lis her ears, turns first
toward the voice, then back
to the constellation of fireflies flickering
near her head. It’s as if she can’t decide
whether to leap over the low hedge,
the neat row of flowers, and bound
onto the porch, into the steady circle

of light, or stay where she is: luminous1 
possibility—all that would keep her 
away from home—flitting before her.
I listen as my neighbor’s voice trails off.
She’s given up calling for now, le me
to imagine her inside the house waiting,
perhaps in a chair in front of the TV, 
or walking around, doing small tasks; 
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GO ON 

    SECURE MATERIALS 
All rights reserved. No part of this booklet may be 

reproduced or transmitted by any means.

Session 2

Read this poem. Then answer questions 36 through 38.

25 le me to wonder that I too might li
my voice, sure of someone out there,
send it over the lines stitching here
to there, certain the sounds I make
are enough to call someone home.
_______________________
1luminous: filled with light

    SECURE MATERIALS 
All rights reserved. No part of this booklet may be 
reproduced or transmitted by any means.
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GO ON 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
36

Possible Exemplary Response:

The poet’s choices of words in lines 1 through 8 help to provide a relaxed mood. In line 2 of the poem, the words 
“leaning through her doorway” suggest that there is nothing urgent about the neighbor’s action. In line 3, the 
description of “street lamps just starting to hum” indicates a quiet, uneventful evening. Then in this relaxed mood, 
the neighbor makes a sound that is aimed at an animal. The speaker recognizes this because of the distinct way 
people communicate with animals.

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the poet’s word choices in lines 1 
through 8 of “At Dusk” establish the mood of the poem (line 1-8 establish a lonely mood). The response 
provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required 
by the prompt (“…street lamps just starting to hum the backdrop of the evening.” This line demonstrates 
peace and quiet and “… the high-pitched wheedling we sent out…” The words used in this quote present 
a very lonely person, as it depicts someone calling back for something they love to return). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 2	 Additional
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the poet’s word choices in lines 
1 through 8 of “At Dusk” establish the mood of the poem (by using creepy or mysterious words). The 
response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (“high-pitched wheedling,” which shows that there is a sudden noise and that 
could mean a lot of things including bad things and “sometimes fall short” which makes it even more 
mysterious because something fell short and we don’t know the reason why. The poet’s word choices […] 
establishes a creepy or mysterious mood in the poem). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the poet’s word choices in lines 1 
through 8 of “At Dusk” establish the mood of the poem (by making it a calm and relaxing mood). The 
response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (“street lamps just starting to hum the backdrop of evening.” which puts a 
relaxing mood where it says hum and “ at dusk,” where it makes you imagine the setting). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the poet’s word choices in lines 1 
through 8 of “At Dusk” establish the mood of the poem (by using retorical tools); however, the response 
only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (they use the one where they give non living 
things human like abilites. “street lamps just starting to hum the backdrop of evening.”this quote shows 
the example of a retorical tool). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5	 Additional
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“…street lamps just starting to hum the backdrop of evening.” and At first she is calling a child, 
my neighbor, leaning through her doorway at dusk…”); however, the response does not provide a valid 
inference from the text to explain how the poet’s word choices in lines 1 through 8 of “At Dusk” establish 
the mood of the poem. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the poet’s word choices in lines 
1 through 8 of “At Dusk” establish the mood of the poem (she used words that make it seem calm and 
realaxed); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
36

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (The author establishes the mood by showing that for a change he will 
speak up for the ones who lost there strength. “… send it over the lines stiching here to there, cetain sounds i 
make are enough to call someone home.” You dont really know someones story untill you know whats really 
going on or you figure out where ur voice is and speak up for what is right. “… all that would keep her away 
from home--fitting before her.” This really shows how the poem shows there voice on the situation).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 8	 Additional
36

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (I makes a very Light tone that Has 
a Happy feeLing).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
37

Possible Exemplary Response:

The shift in the poem causes the speaker to think not just about what is happening at that moment in the neighborhood 
but causes the speaker to consider if they, too, could call someone home.  In line 25 it states, “wonder that I too 
might lift my voice, sure of someone out there.” In lines 21 and 22, the speaker begins to imagine things based on 
the sights and sounds of the earlier lines of the poem. In the remaining lines of the poem, the neighbor has gone 
back inside, and the speaker begins to think about what it would be like to call someone and be “certain the sounds 
I make are enough to call someone home.” 

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” how the shift that begins 
in line 21 affects the meaning of the poem (Before line 21 everything was all happy and good, Then line 21 
came and everything went dark and lonely and drastic). The response provides evidence of analysis and 
a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Line 21 states, 
“She’s given up calling for now…” This shows that everything is falling apart and everyone is giving up 
and Line 17-18 states, “…of light, or stay where she is: luminous possibility.” This shows that everything 
is happy and good, filled with limitless possibility). This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability.



Page 15

	 GUIDE PAPER 2	 Additional
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” how the shift that begins in 
line 21 affects the meaning of the poem (the story gets sadder). The response provides a sufficient number 
of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“She’s given up calling for now, 
left me to imagine her inside the house waiting…” and “my voice, sure of somone out there, send it over 
the lines stiching here to there…”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” how the shift that begins 
in line 21 affects the meaning of the poem (The speakers attention also changed and focused more on his 
or her neighbor). The response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of concrete details 
from the text for support as required by the prompt (“She’s given up calling for now, left me to imagine her 
inside the house waiting, perhaps in a chair in front of the TV, or walking around, doing small tasks,..” This 
shows that after she gave up calling, the speaker was curious of what their neighbor was doing after they 
went back inside and “…left me to wonder that I too might lift my voice, sure of someone out there, send 
it over the lines stitching here to there, certain the sounds I make are enough to call someone home.” […] 
The neighbor stopped calling out and it changed the speakers attention and focus onto his or her neighbor). 
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” how the shift that begins 
in line 21 affects the meaning of the poem (it makes it sadder); however, the response only provides one 
relevant fact from the text for support (“She’s given up calling me for now, left me to imagine her inside the 
house waiting perhaps in a chair in front of the tv or walking around doing task left me to wonder that I too 
might lift my voice, sure of someone out there.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5	 Additional
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“Then I hear the high-pitched wheedling we send out to animals who know only sound, not the 
meanings of our words-here here- nor how they sometimes fall short.” and “left me to wonder that I too 
might lift my voice, sure of someone out there, send it over the lines stitching here to there, certain the sounds 
I make are enough to call someone home.”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from 
the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” how the shift that begins in line 21 affects the meaning of the poem. This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“She’s given up calling for now”). 
The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” how the shift that 
begins in line 21 affects the meaning of the poem. This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability.



Page 20

GUIDE PAPER 7
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (In line 21 it effects the meaning of 
the poem because in the text it states “ that the words they are saying is matching to the sentences like its 
fitting in just right like they are saying whats happening.”).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 8	 Additional
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (It affects the meaning of the poem because it really has nothing to do 
with it. and).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
38

Possible Exemplary Response:

The speaker’s thoughts about home are that it is often a pleasant place that is in competition with other, more 
appealing places. When the speaker thinks about the cat making the choice of whether to come home or stay outside, 
she thinks in terms of a choice between coming home or a “luminous possibility—all that would keep her away from 
home—flitting before her.” When the speaker thinks of calling to someone, the hope is that the call will be enough to 
entice them to come home. The speaker’s words give evidence to this as the speaker wonders if “the sounds I make 
are enough to call someone home.”

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” what the speaker’s thoughts 
reveal about her ideas concerning home (that home is where you feel most comfortable). The response 
provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (imagines her neighbor “perhaps in a chair in front of a TV, or walking around, 
doing small tasks;” This shows that the speaker believes that being home has a comforting feeling and 
“leaning through her doorway at dusk, street lamps just starting to hum…” This shows that home is usually 
quiet and relaxing In other words comforting). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 2	 Additional
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” what the speaker’s thoughts 
reveal about her ideas concerning home (that she is lonely). The response provides evidence of analysis 
and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“…left me 
to wonder that I too might lift my voice, sure of someone out there,…” This states that the speaker wants 
someone she can call home and “…certain the sounds I make are enough to call someone home.” This 
explains that since the speaker is lonely, she tries to call someone home). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 3a	
38
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	 GUIDE PAPER 3b	
Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” what the speaker’s thoughts 
reveal about her ideas concerning home (that she lives alone and that she would like it if someone would be 
with her and that she can hear her neighbor). The response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient 
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“left me to wonder that I 
too might lift my voice, sure of someone out there, send it over the lines stitching here to there, certain the 
sounds I make are enough to call someone home” and “At first I think she is calling a child, my neighbor, 
leaning through her doorway at dusk, street lamps just starting to hum the backdrop of evening. Then I hear 
the high-pitched wheedling we send out to animals who know only sound, not the meanings of our words-
here here- nor how they sometimes fall short.” this tells me what the speakers thoughts reveal from home). 
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” what the speaker’s thoughts 
reveal about her ideas concerning home (that its boring); however, the response only provides one concrete 
detail from the text for support (“left me to imagine her inside the house waiting perhaps in a chair in frotnt 
of the tv or walking around doing small task.this qoute shows that its boring around the the house). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5	 Additional
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“left me to wonder that I too might my voice,sure of someone out there” and “certain the sounds 
I make are enough to call someone home”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from 
the text to explain, in “At Dusk,” what the speaker’s thoughts reveal about her ideas concerning home. This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Perhaps in a chair in front of the 
TV, or walking around doing small tasks”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to 
explain, in “At Dusk,” what the speaker’s thoughts reveal about her ideas concerning home. This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
38

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (The speaker thoughts reveal about her ideas cocerning home by how, 
the cat ran away).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 8a	 Additional
38



Page 32

	 GUIDE PAPER 8b	 Additional

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They reveal that the firefly ikes the cat. 
“ Then I hear the high-pitched wheedling we send out to animals who know only sound, not the meanings 
of our words-here here- nor how they sometimes fall short. In another yard, beyond my neighbor’s sight, 
the cat lifts her ears, turns first toward the voice, then back to the constellation of fireflies flickering near 
her head.” also  they reveal “In another yard, beyond my neighbor’s sight, the cat lifts her ears, turns first 
toward the voice, then back to the constellation of fireflies flickering near her head. It’s as if she can’t decide 
whether to leap over the low hedge, the neat row of flowers, and bound onto the porch, into the steady circle 
of light, or stay where she is: luminous1 possibility-all that would keep her away from home-flitting before 
her. I listen as my neighbor’s voice trails off.”). The copying of large portions of text, regardless of where 
in the text the portion comes from, does not demonstrate intent of providing one or more details relevant to 
the prompt.
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Excerpt from Marine Mammals
in Captivity

by e Humane Society of the United States

e public display industry captures many species of marine mammals from the
wild, especially whales and dolphins. e Humane Society of the United States believes
that these animals should not be taken from the wild simply to entertain and amuse
people, for a number of reasons.

1

Life in the wild

e very nature of these animals makes them uniquely unsuited to confinement.1 In
the wild, whales and dolphins live in large groups (called pods), oen in tight family
units. Family bonds oen last many years. In some species, they last for a lifetime.

2

Whales and dolphins travel long distances each day, sometimes swimming in a
straight line for a hundred miles, other times remaining in a certain area for hours or
days, moving several miles along a coastline and then turning to retrace their path.
ese marine mammals can dive up to several hundred meters and stay underwater for
up to half an hour. ey spend only 10 to 20% of their time at the surface.

3

e sea is to whales and dolphins much as the air is to birds—a three-dimensional
environment, where they can move up and down and side to side. But whales and
dolphins don’t stop to perch. ey never come to shore, as do seals and sea lions.
Whales and dolphins are always swimming, even when they “sleep.” ey are
“voluntary breathers,” conscious of every breath they take. ey are always aware, and
always moving. Understanding this, it is difficult to imagine the tragedy of life in no
more than a tiny swimming pool.

4

Life in captivity

Life for captive whales and dolphins is nothing like a life in the sea. It is almost
impossible to maintain a family group in captivity. Tanks only allow a few strokes in
any direction before coming to a wall. Because tanks are shallow, the natural tendencies

5

    SECURE MATERIALS 
All rights reserved. No part of this booklet may be 
reproduced or transmitted by any means.

Page 7Session 2

GO ON 

Read this excerpt. Then answer questions 39 and 40.
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_______________________
1confinement: the state of being closed in or not free

of whales and dolphins are reversed—they spend more than half their time at the
tank’s surface.

is unnatural situation can cause skin problems. In addition, in captive killer
whales (orcas), it is the probable cause of dorsal fin collapse, as without the support of
water, gravity pulls these tall appendages over as the whale matures. Collapsed fins are
experienced by all captive male orcas and many captive female orcas, who were either
captured as juveniles or who were born in captivity. However, they are observed in only
about 1% of orcas in the wild.

6

In a tank, the environment is monotonous and limited in scope. Sonar clicks, the
method by which individuals define their surroundings, have limited utility in such an
environment. ese animals, who are perpetually aware, have nothing like the varied
stimulation of their natural environment. In perpetual motion, they are forced into
literally endless circles. Life for these animals is a mere shadow of what it was in the
wild.

7

Page 8
GO ON 

    SECURE MATERIALS 
All rights reserved. No part of this booklet may be 

reproduced or transmitted by any means.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
39

 

Possible Exemplary Response:

The section “Life in the wild” contributes to the author’s argument because it provides supporting facts about why 
marine mammals should not be kept in captivity. The Humane Society includes the section to highlight the idea 
that these marine mammals need a lot of space to live because “whales and dolphins live in large groups (called 
pods), often in tight family units,” so an aquarium could not create a tank big enough for them. Also, the Humane 
Society states that “Whales and dolphins travel long distances each day, sometimes swimming in a straight line for 
a hundred miles.” After presenting how far whales and dolphins swim, the Humane Society contrasts that with what 
the lives of marine mammals may be like in captivity by stating. “it is difficult to imagine the tragedy of life in no 
more than a tiny swimming pool.”

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
39

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Life in the wild” 
contributes to the author’s argument in “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (because it talks 
about why animals should stay in the wild and how it is unhealthy for mammals to stay in captivity). The 
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 
(“They spend only 10 to 20% of their time at the surface.” and “Because tanks are shallow, the natural 
tendecies of whales and dolphins are reversed – they spend more than half their time at the tank’s surface. 
This unnatural situation can cause skin problems.”). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 2	 Additional
39

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Life in the wild” contributes 
to the author’s argument in “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (because he is arguing that 
marine mammals should not be held in confinement). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“The very nature of these animals makes them 
uniquely unsuited to confinement.” and “They are always aware, and always moving. Understanding this, 
it is difficult to imagine the tragedy of life in no more than a tiny swimming pool.”). This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
39

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Life in the wild” contributes 
to the author’s argument in “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (by detailing what their life is like 
in the wild and then comparing it to life in captivity). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 
details from the text for support as required by the prompt [“The very nature of these animals makes them 
uniquely unsuited to confinement. In the wild, whales and dolphins live in large groups (called pods)” and 
“They are always aware, and always moving. Understanding this, it is difficult to imagine the tragedy of 
life in no more than a tiny swimming pool.”]. This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
39

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Life in the wild” contributes 
to the author’s argument in “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (that whales and dolphins live 
their lives better in an open ocean); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text 
for support (being held in a tank with limited Room to swim). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5	 Additional
39

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“Whales and dolphins are consirous of every breath they take” and “ understanding this is a diffica 
image the tregity of life no more then a tiny Swimming pool); however, the response does not provide a valid 
inference from the text to explain how the section “Life in the wild” contributes to the author’s argument in 
“Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity.” This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
39

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Life in the wild” contributes 
to the author’s argument in “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (because his argumen says that 
dolphins shouldn’t be captured for entertainement and he explains why they shoulden’t be); however, the 
response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
39

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (The section Life in the wild contributes  because it explains how hard it 
is for Some animals to live in the wild for Someanimals).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 8	 Additional
39

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (telling us how the people are putting 
marine mammals getting killed).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
40

 

Possible Exemplary Response:

This sentence means that life for captive whales and dolphins is only a partially full life and emphasizes the sadness 
of the situation for marine mammals that live in captivity. Living a life that is “a mere shadow of what it was” 
emphasizes how much the marine mammals are losing when they are in captivity. The excerpt states that marine 
mammals “travel long distances each day, sometimes swimming in a straight line for a hundred miles.” In contrast, 
living “in no more than a tiny swimming pool” while in captivity creates a feeling of sadness about their situation.

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.



Page 45

GUIDE PAPER 1
40

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means by this sentence 
from paragraph 7 of “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (They have less freedom than they do in 
the wild, and have many restrictions). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the 
text for support as required by the prompt (“Tanks only allow a few strokes in any direction before coming 
to a wall. Because tanks are shallow, the natural tendencies of whales and dolphins are reversed-they spend 
more than half their time at the tank’s surface.” and “ In perpetual motion, they are forced into literally 
endless circles.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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	 GUIDE PAPER 2	 Additional
40

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means by this sentence 
from paragraph 7 of “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (that the animals could do much more 
and swim in the wild than in captivity were they are confined). The response provides a sufficient number of 
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“ In perpetual motion, they are forced 
into Liter endless circles.” and “The sea is to whales and dolphins much as the air is to bird … where they 
can move up and down and side to side”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
40

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means by this sentence 
from paragraph 7 of “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (that the animals dont have the freedom 
to roam around like they did in the wild). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 
the text for support as required by the prompt (they are into literally endless circles and the environment is 
monotonous and limited in space). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
40

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt (“ In perpetual motion, they are forced into literally endless circles” and “However, they are 
observed in only about 1% of orcas in the wild”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference 
from the text to explain what the author means by this sentence from paragraph 7 of “Excerpt from Marine 
Mammals in Captivity.” This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5	 Additional
40

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means by this sentence 
from paragraph 7 of “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” (it means the life that the animals is a 
small shadow of what it is in the wild because the sea is big for dolphins and wales and othe fish); however, 
the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This response includes a 
complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
40

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“ they are forced into literally 
endlees circlec). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the author 
means by this sentence from paragraph 7 of “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity.” This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
40

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (This sentence from paragraph 7 of “marine mammals in Captivity.” 
means that the line for the animals is a Just like what it was in the wild like it is similare to what it was like’).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 8	 Additional
40

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (the environment is monotonous 
and limited in scope. sonar clicks, the method by which individuals define their surroundings, have limited 
utility in such and environment. they are forced into literally endless cicle. life for these animals is a mere 
shadow of what  it was in the wild).
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Dr. Jane Goodall is famous for her work with animals in the wild and her concern for animal
rights. e author of this article, Jack Hanna, is the retired director of the Columbus Zoo. 

Excerpt from What Zoo Critics
Don’t Understand

by Jack Hanna

Dr. Jane Goodall recently made two statements critical of zoos and aquariums. She
said two elephants in a zoo in Seattle should be released to a sanctuary1 and that
SeaWorld should be shut down. Aer the Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle invited her to
learn more about the zoo’s decisions regarding elephants, she took them up on their
invitation. I admire Dr. Goodall for her willingness to learn more and re-evaluate her
initial comments. I hope Dr. Goodall will also engage in a conversation with SeaWorld
about her concerns. . . .

1

Critics say the only place animals belong is in the wild, but those boundaries are
shrinking each day. Having traveled the world, the only places I consider truly “wild”
are Antarctica, parts of the Amazon and some places in Africa. Even in Africa, the
“wild” places tend to be national parks with guarded boundaries. Animals face many
challenges, including habitat loss, poaching,2 severe weather, and war. e “wild” is not
necessarily the idyllic place people imagine. Poaching has decimated the northern
white rhino population—the last known male has his own personal 24-hour security to
ensure he isn’t poached for his horn. . . .

2

I can tell you firsthand that the animals in SeaWorld’s parks receive world-class care.
eir zoological team shares my commitment to protecting and preserving species;
educating young people about the risks that animals face in the natural world; and
inspiring the next generation of conservationists, marine biologists, scientists, and
animal enthusiasts. e animal care teams at SeaWorld understand the value of
studying animals in zoological settings in order to save future generations.

3

Furthermore, this spring I witnessed SeaWorld’s rescue teams in full swing. More
than 25,000 animals owe their lives to SeaWorld animal rescue teams. Just this year,
they have saved more than 500 sea lions on the West Coast. e SeaWorld team has

4
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_______________________
1sanctuary: a protected place for animals
2poaching: to hunt or take animals illegally

worked around the clock to rehabilitate these animals, all with the goal of returning
them to the wild. e team at SeaWorld San Diego even built two new pools to
accommodate them, and closed its Sea Lion and Otter Show so that its staff could
dedicate more time to nursing the pups back to health.

Page 12
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
41

Possible Exemplary Response:

Jack Hanna distinguishes his position about animals in captivity by providing responses to each of Dr. Goodall’s 
statements. Dr. Goodall argues that “two elephants at a Seattle zoo should be released to a sanctuary” and that 
SeaWorld should be closed. Jack Hanna shares his opinion that the animals face challenges, “including habitat loss, 
poaching, severe weather, and war” when releasing animals into the wild to places such as “national parks with 
guarded boundaries,” as Dr. Goodall is recommending.  Jack Hanna also differs from Dr. Goodall because he thinks 
that zoos and aquariums can actually help keep animals safe. The statistics he provides state that “More than 25,000 
animals owe their lives to SeaWorld animal rescue teams,” and “more than 500 sea lions on the West Coast” have 
been saved and returned to the wild by SeaWorld.

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
41

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand,” how Jack Hanna distinguishes his position about animals in captivity from Dr. Jane Goodall’s 
position about animals in captivity (He explains to us that even though he can see why people like Dr. Jane 
Goodall have opinions about places like SeaWorld, he does not believe them to be valid). The response 
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Dr. 
Jane’s claim that Elephants should be realesed to a sanctuary and SeaWorld should be shutdown and “More 
than 25,000 animals owe their lives to SeaWorld animal rescue teams. Just this year, they have saved more 
then 500 sea lions on the West Coast. The SeaWorld team has worked around the clock to rehabilitate these 
animals, all with the goal of returning them to the wild.”). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 2	 Additional
41

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand,” how Jack Hanna distinguishes his position about animals in captivity from Dr. Jane Goodall’s 
position about animals in captivity (Dr. Jane Goodall thinks that animals should not be kept in captivity 
but Jack Hanna thinks they should). The response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of 
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Dr. Jane Goodall thinks that animals 
shold be released to the wild and “Poaching has decimated the northern rhino population-the last known 
male has his own personal 24-hour security to ensure he isn’t poached for his horn.” This quote illustrates 
that when animals are in the wild, they could go extinct because of poaching. When animals are in captivity, 
they are protected to make sure they don’t go extinct). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.



Page 58

GUIDE PAPER 3
41

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand,” how Jack Hanna distinguishes his position about animals in captivity from Dr. Jane Goodall’s 
position about animals in captivity (Jack Hanna thinks that the animals should be kept in captivity and Dr. 
Jane Goodall wants to let the animals go). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 
from the text for support as required by the prompt (“I can tell you firsthand that the animals in SeaWorld’s 
parks receive world-class care.” and Dr. Jane Goodall thinks “two elephants in a zoo in Seattle should 
be released to a sanctuary and the SeaWorld should be shut down.”). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
41

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (More than 25,000 animals owe their lives to SeaWorld animal rescue teams. Just this year, they 
have saved more than 500 sea lions on the West Coast” and “ I can tell you firsthand that the animals in 
SeaWorld’s parks receive world-class care”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from 
the text to explain, in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand,” how Jack Hanna distinguishes 
his position about animals in captivity from Dr. Jane Goodall’s position about animals in captivity. This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5	 Additional
41

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand,” how Jack Hanna distinguishes his position about animals in captivity from Dr. Jane Goodall’s 
position about animals in captivity (by telling him how they going to help the animals grow before they let 
them out to thw wilderness); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for 
support. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
41

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“the only Place Anamal belong is 
in wild”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain, in “Excerpt from What 
Zoo Critics Don’t Understand,” how Jack Hanna distinguishes his position about animals in captivity from 
Dr. Jane Goodall’s position about animals in captivity. This response includes a complete sentence where 
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
41

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (jack hanna 
doesn’t like how they keep animals in places instead of the wild).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 8	 Additional
41

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They think these zoo’s are not good 
and ainimals should not be under captivity).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
42

 

Possible Exemplary Response:

A central idea in this excerpt is that people have the wrong understanding of “the wild” and that most people think 
there are parts of the world where animals can roam free. Jack Hanna states that “The ‘wild’ is not necessarily the 
idyllic place people imagine,” and “Animals face many challenges, including habitat loss, poaching, severe weather, 
and war.” He also includes the idea that people who care for animals in zoos and aquariums do a really good job. 
In the text, Jack Hanna gives credit to the SeaWorld teams who have “worked around the clock to rehabilitate these 
animals, all with the goal of returning them to the wild.”

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
42

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what a central idea is in “Excerpt from 
What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” (the wild is not what is seems, and being held in captivity is actually 
saving animal wildlife). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 
support as required by the prompt [“The ‘wild’ is not necessarily the idyllic place people imagine. Poaching 
has decimated the northern white rhino population-the last known male has his own personal 24-hour 
security to ensure he isn’t poached for his horn. (Hanna, 2)” and “ I witnessed SeaWorld’s rescue teams in 
full swing. More than 25,000 animals owe their lives to SeaWorld animal rescue teams. Just this year, they 
have saved more than 500 sea lions on the West Coast.The team at SeaWorld San Diego even built two new 
pools to accommodate them, and closed its Sea Lion and Otter Show so that its staff could dedicate more 
time to nursing the pups back to health. (Hanna, 4)”]. This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 2	 Additional
42

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain what a central idea is in “Excerpt from 
What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” (some people dont agree with captivity and some people do agree with 
zoos and aquariuns). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (“Dr. Jane Goodall recently made two statements critical to zoos and aquariums. 
She said two elephants in a zoo should be released to a santuary and that seaworld should be shut down” 
and “I can tell you first-hand that the animals at Seaworlds parks recieve world-class care.”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
42

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what a central idea is in “Excerpt from 
What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” (people are taking good care of animals). The response provides a 
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (the last male white 
rhino has 24 hour security and sea world closed its sea lion and otter show so its staff could take care of 
them). This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
42

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what a central idea is in “Excerpt from 
What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” (animles are under captivity jest to educat our future generation); 
however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“ The animal care 
teams at SeaWorld understand the value of studying animals in zoological settings in order to save future 
generations.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5	 Additional
42

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (witnessed 25,000 animals get saved by the SeaWorld animal reascue and Just This Year they Saved 
500 Sea lions and the work arond the cclock Just to save Them); however, the response does not provide 
a valid inference from the text to explain what a central idea is in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand.” This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
42

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“I can only tell you firsthand that 
the animals in seaworld park receive class care”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the 
text to explain what a central idea is in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand.” This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
42

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (The central idea of this excerpt is…THat certain anmails SHould be 
realsed at a certain time Outta the zoo & certain sections of the zoo like sea world should be shut down 
. Because most of the anmails  needed to be free .” Recently made two statements critial of zoos and 
Aquarimus.She said two elephants in a zoo in seattle should be relased to sanctuary.”).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 8	 Additional
42

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt, and is considered too vague (The 
central idea in “Exerpt from What zoo Critics Don’t understand ” is  that it’s talking about animals).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
43
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Possible Exemplary Response:

In “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity,” the Humane Society of the United States believes that animals 
should not be held in captivity to entertain people. In contrast, in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand,” 
Jack Hanna thinks that zoos and aquariums do a lot to save animals. Even though both authors present arguments to 
support their claims, the Humane Society of the United States presents a more convincing argument.

The Humane Society of the United States provides many facts in “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity.” 
First, they explain that marine mammals in the wild “spend only 10 to 20% of their time at the surface.” This is 
important because when whales and dolphins are stuck in small tanks, they “spend more than half their time at the 
tank’s surface,” which is counter to their natural instincts. Being in a small aquarium makes whales and dolphins 
do things that they normally wouldn’t. For example, being on the surface often causes bad skin conditions and a 
condition called “dorsal fin collapse,” which is very common in captive marine mammals and very rare in wild 
marine mammals. Next, the excerpt includes other facts about how far marine mammals are likely to swim in the 
wild including “in a straight line for a hundred miles,” and how they “live in large groups (called pods), often in tight 
family units” that often “last for a lifetime,” all of which they cannot do in a tank. The Humane Society also plays on 
the reader’s emotions by describing the monotony of endlessly circling in a tank as opposed to exploring the wide 
open ocean. These facts help to support the claim that animals should not be kept in captivity to entertain people.

On the other hand, in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand,” Jack Hanna states that he has been all 
over the world and has found that there aren’t many places that are really “wild.” He explains that “The ‘wild’ is not 
necessarily the idyllic place people imagine.” Jack Hanna has seen many things harm wild places and animals in the 
wild, including “habitat loss, poaching, severe weather, and war.” Later on in the excerpt, he supports the work that 
zoos and aquariums do by stating that SeaWorld has saved “more than 25,000 animals” and “The SeaWorld team has 
worked around the clock to rehabilitate these animals, all with the goal of returning them to the wild.” Even though 
the author makes some good points, he doesn’t includes as many facts to support his claims. 

To conclude, “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” provides many facts and specific examples to support 
the claims that animals should not be taken from the wild for the purpose of entertainment. Therefore, the Humane 
Society of the United States presents a more convincing argument than Jack Hanna in “Excerpt from What Zoo 
Critics Don’t Understand.”  If Jack Hanna had used more facts and statistics to support his claims instead of mostly 
sharing his opinions, he could have presented a more convincing argument.

Possible Details to Include:

•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 4-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
43
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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GUIDE PAPER 1c

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (In “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” and “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand” both authors express their claim on zoo’s. In the first text, the author presents the claim that 
animals should be in the wild rather than in captivity. The second text explains why animals in the zoo 
aren’t so bad and that the wild isn’t always a safe place to be. Despite their differing opinions and claims, 
they still both give valid reasoning on why they believe their claim is right and Out of these two claims, I 
am more convinced by the second claim). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (the 
author believes animals should be in the wild and gives various reasoning. The reasons the author gives are 
things like the marine life captured and put in zoo’s reverse their way of thinking; The author also supports 
his claim by showing […] which a majority of wild orcas never experience in their lifetime; the author says 
being in a zoo isn’t that bad and that organizations like SeaWorld aren’t just animal abusers; I think this 
way because animals could be in a lot more danger in the wild; Many animals are battling extinction or 
have become extinct due to these problems. It’s overall safer in a place where the animals can’t get killed 
due to these issues). The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-chosen details from the 
texts (spend the majority of their time on the surface and not under water; captived orcas experience dorsal 
fin collapse; animals in the wild could be exposed to danger such as poachers and weather; animals could 
be in a lot more danger in the wild because of things such as poaching, habitat loss). Clear organization is 
exhibited, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole (In excerpt, In 
the first text, The second text, Both of the text authors, also supports, Out of these two claims, I think this way 
because, but, Also, In conclusion). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of grade-
appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary (express their claim on 
zoo’s, a safe place to be, evidence and reasoning to support, organizations like SeaWorld, could be exposed, 
extinct due to these problems, controversy, overshadow the good they’ve done). The response provides a 
concluding section that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and information presented (In 
conclusion, both of these texts have a claim and reasoning behind it. But, I am on Jack’s side and I believe 
that animals in the wild are not as safe as they would be in a sancutary or zoo). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (captived and sancutary).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 2a	 Additional
43



Page 79

	 GUIDE PAPER 2b	 Additional

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (In “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” and “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand,” the authors in both excerpts argue about whether or not animals should be kept in captivity. In 
the first excerpt, the authors believes that animals should live naturally and in the second excerpt, animals 
are taken care of in places lie SeaWorld and The arguement that is more convincing is from “Excerpt from 
Marine Mammals in Captivity). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (This 
evidence shows that whales and dolphins live in an unnatural environment compared to their life at sea; 
THat is how the author believes that animals should not be kept in tanks and should stay in the wild; This 
evidence shows that SeaWorld does everythinf they can to protect the animals they get. That is how the author 
believes that SeaWorld helps animals; This is because the author states the living conditions and describes 
how it would affect the animal). The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-chosen 
details from the texts (“Life for Captive whales and dolphins is nothing like a life in the sea… because tanks 
are shallow, the natural tendencies of whales and dolphins are reversed - they spend more than half their 
time at the tank’s surface.”; “More than 25,000 animals owe their lives to SeaWorld animal rescue teams… 
the SeaWorld team had worked around the clock to rehabilitates these animals, all with the goal of returning 
them to the wild.”; “They spend more than half their time at the tank’s surface… This unnatural situation can 
cause skin problems. In addition, in captive killer whales, it is the probable cause or dorsal fin collapse.”). 
Clear organization is exhibited, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified 
whole (In Excerpt from, authors in both, In the first, and in the second, In paragraph 5, This evidence 
shows, THat is how, This is because, That is why). A formal style is established and maintained through the 
use of grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary (argue, kept 
in captivity, live naturally, taken care of, unnatural environment, rehabilitating, living conditions, affect the 
animal). The response provides a concluding section that follows clearly from the topic and information 
presented (That is why I believe the arguement in “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity” is more 
convincing). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors 
that do not hinder comprehension (authors believes, lie SeaWorld, In […] author, belives, places […] helps, 
to rehabilitates these animals, everythinf, arguement, cause or dorsal, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 3b

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Both passages 
provide amazing aruguements of their point of view.The passage “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in 
Captivity” by The Humane Society of the United States explains that animals shouldn’t live in captivity 
and should be set of to the wild where they belonf. The passage “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t 
Understand” by Jack Hanna explains how  animals should stay in captivity so humans don’t poach or kill 
them in the wild. Both passages explain their concerne for the well-being of the animals). The response 
demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (provides amazing arguements of how mammals in captivity are 
in danger and that we need to get them back into the wind; gives the reader reasons why animals shouldn’t 
be in captivity and rather they should be in the wild where they belong; provides great arguements of how 
animals should live in captivity where its safer rather than the wild where humans could hurt possibly kill 
them; Both of these details show how life in the wild for animals can be very dangerous and deadly and 
that in captivity is alot safer; I believe the passage “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” 
by Jack Hanna is more convincing out of the two. The reason I think this is because he provides what 
could happen to the animals on both sides not just his). The topic is developed with the sustained use of 
relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (“Life for captive whales and dolphins is nothing like a life 
in the sea. It is almost impossible to maintain a family group in captivity. Tanks only allow a few strokes 
in any direction before coming to a wall.”; “Because tanks are shallow, the natural tendencies of whales 
and dolphins are reversed-they spend more than half their time at the tank’s surface.”; “Poaching has 
decimated the northern white rhino population-the last known male has his own personal 24-hour security 
to ensure he isn’t poached for his horn.”; “Even in Africa, the ‘wild’ places tend to be national parks with 
guarded boundaries. Animals face many challenges, including habitat loss, poaching,2 severe weather, 
and war.”). Clear organization is exhibited, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to 
create a unified whole (Both passages, The passage, One detail, Another detail, this explains, Overall, this 
shows, Both of these, Therefore, In conclusion, The reason I think this is, but). A formal style is established 
and maintained through the use of precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (amazing, animals 
should stay in captivity, should live in captivity, dangerous and deadly, in captivity is a lot safer, elucidate). 
The response provides a concluding section that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and 
information presented (In conclusion, both passages elucidate their point of views for the well-being of the 
animals lives and I believe the passage “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” by Jack Hanna 
is more convincing out of the two. The reason I think this is because he provides what could happen to the 
animals on both sides not just his. He explains that if the animal wasn’t captivity than humans could kill 
them but if they were than humans could protect them form dangerous humans and dangerous animals). 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not 
hinder comprehension (aruguements, set of to, belonf, concerne, into the wind, rexerved, alot, itis, of the 
animals lives, point of views, animal wasn’t captivity than, form, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 4b

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The Humane 
Society of the United States and Jack Hanna both have compleatly different opinions on whether animals 
should be in captivity or not and I believe that the Humane Society of the United States is more convincing). 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (The Humane Society says animals 
should not be kept in captivity, as it is harmful; The species of animal will not grow well in a small cage; 
Jack Hanna says that animals are perfectly fine in captivity; I think this because it is most definitly not OK 
to keep animals in captivity when they’re supposed to be in the wild. Animals do not belong in captivity, 
or small cages that they can barely live in). The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts 
(“It is almost impossible to maintain a family group in captivity.”; “ The animal care teams at SeaWorld 
understand the value of studying animals in zoological settings in order to save future generations.”; Most 
sea animals live in giant families, but they have to be split up because they are being put in a zoo). The 
response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (both have, Jack Hanna 
says, I believe that, I think this because). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of 
precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (different opinions, harmful, not grow well, perfectly fine 
to study, captivity, barely live in, split up). The concluding section follows from the topic and information 
presented (I think this because it is most definitly not OK to keep animals in captivity when they’re supposed 
to be in the wild. Animals do not belong in captivity, or small cages that they can barely live in. Most sea 
animals live in giant families, but they have to be split up because they are being put in a zoo). The response 
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (compleatly and definitly).
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	 GUIDE PAPER 5b	 Additional

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt from 
Marine Mammals in Captivity” the author says; In “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” the 
author says;  I think the author in “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand” is mor convicing). 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (This tells you the “Excerpt from Marine 
Mammals in Captivity” dosen’t want animals in captivity; This show the author thinks animals are better 
off in captivity; because it shows how people help animals; in “Exerpt from Marine Animals in Capt it says 
how bad humans are to animals ). The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts (that “The 
Humane Society of the United Sates believes that these animals should not be taken from the wild simply to 
entertain and amuse people for a number of reasons.”; “…in the zoological setting in order to save future 
generations.”; “Poaching has decimated the northere white rhino population – the last know male has his 
own personal 24-hour security to ensure he isn’t poached for his horn.”; “Because tanks are shallow, the 
natural tendicays of whales and dophlins are reversed they spend half of their time at the tanks surface.”). 
The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole 
[In Excerpt, the author says, This tells you, This show, For example, One (On) the other hand]. The 
response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-
specific vocabulary (captivity, better off, how people help animals, how bad humans are, the tank says). The 
response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command 
of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (This show, mor convicing, dosen’t, 
Exerpt, northere, One the other hand, tendicays, dophlins, run-on sentence).



Page 86

GUIDE PAPER 6a
43



Page 87

GUIDE PAPER 6b
Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt 
from Marine Mammals in Captivity” the author is against the idea of having animals in captivity; But in 
Excerpt from What zoo Critics Don’t understand,”; I think “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity,” 
was more convincing). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (by giving 
examples of how captivity hurts animals; the quote is saying they don’t have a fraction as much room as 
they do in the ocean and it is crule; the author is stating the animals are treated right, and for rehabilitation 
of animals; I think “Excerpt from Marine Mammals in Captivity,” was more convincing and used stronger 
details). The topic is partially developed with the use of relevant evidence from the texts, with inconsistency 
(“In perpetual motion they are forced into literally endless circles.” and “I can tell you firsthand that 
the animals in Seaworld’s Parks receive world class care.”). The response exhibits clear organization, 
with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In Excerpt, by giving, The text states, the 
quote is saying, But, the author is stating, I think). The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal 
style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary (a fraction as much, treated right, 
stronger details). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
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Page 90

GUIDE PAPER 7c
Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (Wild , animals … This 
is my essay, this essay is going to identify the claims that each author makes, what evidence they proof to 
support it ,and which is the best argument. With this clear, lets begin and The author’s argument that is more 
convincing is the argument from the author from the 2nd “Excerpt Article”). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate analysis of the texts [The claim that the author from “Excerpt from Marine Mammals 
in Captivity”. do is that she/he (the author) agree that animals need to be in their natural enviroment; 
and the author from the 2nd “Excerpt Article” agree that is better for animals to live in zoo’s with guarded 
boundaries; this is because the evidence the he/she use to support his/her agreement is more logical and 
important]. The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts (animals doesn’t have the same 
things that they have in their n. enviroment; his/her claim is showed in page 3 section called “Life in 
Captivity”, here he/she said that is un natural and uncomfortable for animals to live in those places; that 
the white rhino population is in poaching and the last one is in 24-hours secured). The response exhibits 
some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (the author from, This is show in page, 
the author from the 2nd “Excerpt Article”, This is demostrate in, This shows, because, I conclud). The 
response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-
specific vocabulary [This is my essay; that she/he (the author) agree; doesn’t have the same things that they 
have in their n. environment; This answer explain which are the author’s claims; I get a lot of information 
about this articles]. The concluding statement follows generally from the topic and information presented 
(I get a lot of information about this articles withouth forggeting that I answer all the questions , with all 
of this ready , I conclud with this essay). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, 
with some errors that may hinder comprehension (lets; she/he (the author) agree; enviroment; This is show; 
When said that animals; animals doesn’t; n. environment; 2nd “Excerpt Article”; that is better demostrate; 
population is in poaching; this articles; withouth forggeting; I answer; punctuation; run-on sentences).
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt from Marine 
Mammals in Captivity” and “Excerpt from What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand,” the authors present 
arguments about whether or not animals should be kept in captivity). The response demonstrates a literal 
understanding of the texts (Claims that the author make are sympathetic and The Humane Society Of the 
United States due to the fator that they have more describing detail about sympathetic detail). The topic is 
partially developed with the use of relevant evidence from the texts, with inconsistency (“Life for captive 
whales and dolphins is nothing like a life in the sea. It is almost impossible to maintain a family group in 
captivity. Tanks only allow a few strokes in any direction before coming to a wall. Because tanks are shallow, 
the natural tendencies of whales and dolphins are reversed-they spend more than half their time at the tank’s 
surface.” and “Dr. Jane Goodall recently made two statements critical of zoos and aquariums. She said two 
elephants in a zoo in Seattle should be released to a sanctuary1 and that SeaWorld should be shut down.”). 
The response exhibits little attempt at organization (In “Excerpt from, whether or not, and, she said, due to). 
The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-
specific vocabulary (present arguments, kept in captivity, sympathetic). The response does not provide a 
concluding statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that 
may hinder comprehension (author make are, fator, describing detail about sympathetic detail).
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (both articles talked 
about animals in captivity and how it should stop). The response demonstrates little understanding of the 
texts (that also shows the oppiste argument and the evidence for the arguement that animals get world class 
care is). The topic is partially developed with the use of relevant evidence from the texts, with inconsistency 
(“ tanks only allow a few stroks in any direction before coming to the wall”; “ i can tell you first hand that 
the animals in sea worlds parks receive world-class care”; “their zoological team shares my commentment 
to protecting and preserving species”; “because their tanks are shallow the natrual tendincies of whales 
and dolphins are reversed). The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of 
transitions (both articles, and, in “ exerpt from marine animals in captivity”, the author states, a statment 
from, the evidence for, while the opposite argument is). The response establishes but fails to maintain a 
formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary (talked about animals in 
captivity and opposite argument is). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response 
demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (exerpt, 
stroks, statment, oppiste, arguement, commentment, capitalization, punctuation).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (In the two excerpts 
‘Marine Mammals in Captivity’ and ‘What Zoo Critics Don’t Understand’ both have different point of 
view on the topic of animal captivity). This response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts 
(In “Marine Mammals in Captivity’ animal captivity is frowned uponed were as in ‘What Zoo Critics 
Don’t Understand’ it is greatly accepted and ‘Marine Mammals in Captivity’ animal captivity is bad). This 
response provides no evidence. The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of 
transitions (In the two excerpts, both have, In “Marine Mammals in Captivity’, were as in ‘What Zoo Critics 
don’t Understand’). The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise or inappropriate 
for the texts and task (animal captivity is frowned uponed and animal captivity is bad). The response does 
not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with 
frequent errors that hinder comprehension (both have different point of view, frowned uponed, were as, 
punctuation).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The claim from “What 
Zoo cridicts don’t understand”. is that Dr Jane goodall wants some aninaals to go to a sancuary; the claim 
from “marine mamals in captivity is, that they thinq the animals should stay where they are at zoo’s and 
at aquarium). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (so they dont get hurt, die, or 
get extinguished and becuase the animals do the same thing they would normally do in the wild Life). The 
response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence (Dr Jane goodall wants some animals to go to 
a sancuary and animals should stay where they are at zoo’s and at aquarium). The response exhibits little 
attempt at organization (The claim from, so, and the claim from, becuase). The response lacks a formal style, 
using language that is imprecise or inappropriate for the texts and task (so they don’t get hurt, die, or get 
extinguished and same thing they would normally do). No concluding statement is provided. The response 
demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (cridicts, 
goodall, aninaals, sancuary, dont, mamals, thinq, where they are at zoo’s and at aquarium, capitalization, 
punctuation).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (In both stores 
the authors show). This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (the authors show that they 
wanted to keep animals captive intel they could be relice to the wild). This response demonstrates an attempt 
to use minimal evidence (relice to the wild and how they get cared by other). The response exhibits little 
attempt at organization (In both and the authors show). The response lacks a formal style, using language 
that is imprecise or inappropriate for the texts and task (keep animals captive intel they could be relice to 
the wild, get cared, marines). No concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates a lack of 
command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (stores, intel, relice to the wild, 
SHowing, get cared by other marines).
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GUIDE PAPER 13b
Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task (In my opinion I Just feel like 
they both talk about the same thing how animals Should Stay in Captivity In think animals Should Stay 
in captivity because if they don’t some animals can be Really dangerous and want to hurt certain people 
that they feel is going to harm them and I’m talking about wild animals like tigers, lions). No evidence is 
provided. This response exhibits no evidence of organization, and no concluding statement is provided. The 
response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension.
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task (jack hanna says ….claimd that 
antarctica is parts of amizon and some places in africa even in the “wild”). No evidence is provided. This 
response exhibits no evidence of organization, and no concluding statement is provided. The response is 
minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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