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2020 Grades 3–8 English Language Arts Test Guide
17

2-Point Rubric—Short Response

Score Response Features

2 Points

The features of a 2-point response are

• Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the prompt
• Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
• Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text

to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt
• Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information

from the text as required by the prompt
• Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability

1 Point

The features of a 1-point response are

• A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required by the
prompt

• Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from
the text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt

• Incomplete sentences or bullets

0 Points*

The features of a 0-point response are

• A response that does not address any of the requirements of the prompt or is totally
inaccurate

• A response that is not written in English
• A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

• If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored
no higher than a 1.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session leaves an entire constructed-
response question in that session completely blank (no response attempted).
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New York State Grades 6–8 Writing Evaluation Rubric

CRITERIA CCLS
SCORE

4 
Essays at this level:

3 
Essays at this level:

2 
Essays at this level:

1 
Essays at this level:

0* 
Essays at this level:

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 
the extent to which the essay 
conveys ideas and information 
clearly and accurately in order to 
support analysis of topics or text(s)

W.2

R.1–9

—clearly introduce a topic in 
a manner that is compelling 
and follows logically from 
the task and purpose

—demonstrate insightful 
analysis of the text(s)

—clearly introduce a topic in 
a manner that follows from 
the task and purpose 

—demonstrate grade-
appropriate analysis of the 
text(s)

—introduce a topic in 
a manner that follows 
generally from the task and 
purpose

—demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of the 
text(s)

—introduce a topic in a 
manner that does not 
logically follow from the 
task and purpose

—demonstrate little 
understanding of the text(s)

—demonstrate a lack of 
comprehension of the 
text(s) or task

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
the extent to which the essay 
presents evidence from the 
provided text(s) to support 
analysis and reflection W.2 

R.1–8

—develop the topic with 
relevant, well-chosen 
facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other 
information and examples 
from the text(s)

—sustain the use of varied, 
relevant evidence

—develop the topic with 
relevant facts, definitions, 
details, quotations, or other 
information and examples 
from the text(s)

—sustain the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of 
variety

—partially develop the topic 
of the essay with the use 
of some textual evidence, 
some of which may be 
irrelevant

—use relevant evidence 
with inconsistency

—demonstrate an attempt 
to use evidence, but only 
develop ideas with minimal, 
occasional evidence which 
is generally invalid or 
irrelevant

—provide no evidence or 
provide evidence that is 
completely irrelevant

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND 
STYLE:  
the extent to which the essay 
logically organizes complex ideas, 
concepts, and information using 
formal style and precise language

W.2

L.3

L.6

—exhibit clear organization, 
with the skillful use of 
appropriate and varied 
transitions to create a 
unified whole and enhance 
meaning

—establish and maintain a 
formal style, using grade-
appropriate, stylistically 
sophisticated language and 
domain-specific vocabulary 
with a notable sense of 
voice

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
is compelling and follows 
clearly from the topic and 
information presented

—exhibit clear organization, 
with the use of appropriate 
transitions to create a 
unified whole 

—establish and maintain a 
formal style using precise 
language and domain-
specific vocabulary

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from the topic and 
information presented

—exhibit some attempt 
at organization, with 
inconsistent use of 
transitions

—establish but fail to 
maintain a formal style, with 
inconsistent use of language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows generally from 
the topic and information 
presented

—exhibit little attempt at 
organization, or attempts 
to organize are irrelevant to 
the task

—lack a formal style, using 
language that is imprecise 
or inappropriate for the 
text(s) and task

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
is illogical or unrelated to 
the topic and information 
presented

—exhibit no evidence of 
organization 

—use language that is 
predominantly incoherent 
or copied directly from the 
text(s)

—do not provide a 
concluding statement or 
section

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS:  
the extent to which the essay 
demonstrates command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling

W.2

L.1

L.2

—demonstrate grade-
appropriate command of 
conventions, with few errors

—demonstrate grade-
appropriate command of 
conventions, with occasional 
errors that do not hinder 
comprehension

—demonstrate emerging 
command of conventions, 
with some errors that may 
hinder comprehension

—demonstrate a lack of 
command of conventions, 
with frequent errors that 
hinder comprehension

—are minimal, making 
assessment of conventions 
unreliable

• If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored no higher than a 2.
• If the student writes only a personal response and makes no reference to the text(s), the response can be scored no higher than a 1.
• Responses totally unrelated to the topic, illegible, or incoherent should be given a 0.
• A response totally copied from the text(s) with no original student writing should be scored a 0.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no response attempted).
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Elaine Reese is a professor of psychology and the author of a book about telling stories.

EExxcceerrpptt  ffrroomm  WWhhaatt  KKiiddss  LLeeaarrnn  FFrroomm
HHeeaarriinngg  FFaammiillyy  SSttoorriieess

by Elaine Reese

“Dad, tell me a story from when you were little. Tell me the story about the time you
met your best friend Chris at school.” Six-year-old Alex, who has just started school
himself, snuggles into his pillow and catches his dad’s hand in the dark. ey have
finished the nightly reading of Tin Tin and now it’s time for “just one more story”
before Alex goes to sleep.

1

Most parents know about the benefits of reading stories from books with their
young children. Parents are blasted with this message in pediatricians’ offices, at
preschool, on TV, even with billboards on the city bus. Reading books with children on
a daily basis advances their language skills, extends their learning about the world, and
helps their own reading later in school. Reading with your child from a young age can
instill a lifelong love of books. A new study published in Science even shows that
reading literary fiction improves adults’ ability to understand other people’s emotions.

2

Reading books with your children is clearly a good idea. . . .3

Yet what most parents don’t know is that everyday family stories, like the one that
Alex’s dad spun out that night, confer many of the same benefits of reading—and even
some new ones.

4

Over the last 25 years, a small canon11 of research on family storytelling shows that
when parents share more family stories with their children—especially when they tell
those stories in a detailed and responsive way—their children benefit in a host of ways.
For instance, experimental studies show that when parents learn to reminisce22 about
everyday events with their preschool children in more detailed ways, their children tell
richer, more complete narratives to other adults one to two years later compared to
children whose parents didn’t learn the new reminiscing techniques. Children of the
parents who learned new ways to reminisce also demonstrate better understanding of
other people’s thoughts and emotions. ese advanced narrative and emotional skills

5
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serve children well in the school years when reading complex material and learning to
get along with others. In the preteen years, children whose families collaboratively
discuss everyday events and family history more oen have higher self-esteem and
stronger self-concepts. And adolescents with a stronger knowledge of family history
have more robust identities, better coping skills, and lower rates of depression and
anxiety. Family storytelling can help a child grow into a teen who feels connected to the
important people in her life.

Best of all, unlike stories from books, family stories are always free and completely
portable. You don’t even need to have the lights on to share with your child a story
about your day, about their day, about your childhood or their grandma’s. In the
research on family storytelling, all of these kinds of stories are linked to benefits for
your child. Family stories can continue to be part of a parent’s daily interactions with
their children into adolescence, long past the age of the bedtime story.

6

All families have stories to tell, regardless of their culture or their circumstances. Of
course, not all of these stories are idyllic33 ones. Research shows that children and
adolescents can learn a great deal from stories of life’s more difficult moments—as long
as those stories are told in a way that is sensitive to the child’s level of understanding,
and as long as something good is gleaned from the experience. . . .

7

Books contain narratives, but only family stories contain your family’s personal
narratives. Fortunate children get both. ey hear and read stories from books to
become part of other people’s worlds, and they hear and tell stories of their family to
understand who they are and from whence they came. . . .

8

e holidays are prime time for family storytelling. When you’re . . . having your
holiday meal, share a story with your children about past holidays. Leave in the funny
bits, the sad bits, the gory and smelly bits—kids can tell when a story has been sanitized
for their protection. en invite everyone else to tell a story too. Don’t forget the
youngest and the oldest storytellers in the group. eir stories may not be as coherent,44

but they can be the truest, and the most revealing.

9

_______________________
11ccaannoonn:: collection
22rreemmiinniissccee:: remember past events in an enjoyable or emotionally warm way
33iiddyylllliicc:: ideal or perfectly positive
44ccoohheerreenntt:: clear

Family stories can be told nearly anywhere. ey cost us only our time, our
memories, our creativity. ey can inspire us, protect us, and bind us to others. So be
generous with your stories, and be generous in your stories. Remember that your
children may have them for a lifetime.

10
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
36

Possible Exemplary Response:

The author shows a connection between book stories and family stories by explaining how both kinds of stories are 
important. The author suggests in paragraph 2 that “Most parents know about the benefit of reading stories from 
books with their young children.” Then, in paragraph 4, the author argues that sharing family stories can “confer 
many of the same benefits of reading—and even some new ones.” The author begins with something that everybody 
knows is a good thing, which is reading books to children, and makes a connection to telling family stories.  The 
author also lists benefits in paragraph 8, where the author explains that hearing and reading stories from books 
helps children “to become part of other people’s worlds,” while hearing and telling family stories helps children “to 
understand who they are and from whence they came.”

Possible Details to Include:

	● Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author develops a connection 
between stories from books and family stories (by explaing how both stories can be benefi cial to children). 
The response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“Reading books with children advances their language skills, extends their learning about the 
world, and helps them learn better in school.” and “telling family stories can be just as benefi cial as book 
stories”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author develops a connection 
between stories from books and family stories (by comparing the two). The response provides a suffi cient 
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Books contain narratives, 
but only family contain your family’s personal narratives.” and “…, unlike stories from books, family 
stories are completely portable.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author develops a connection 
between stories from books and family stories (they Bolth Help young Children Read and interact later on). 
The response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (reading to kids can Boost language skills and it can install a life long love of Books). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author develops a connection 
between stories from books and family stories (by saying the similarites between the two and how they 
benifi t your children); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support 
(advances their laungage skills ,extends their learning about the world,and helps their own reading later in 
school). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author develops a connection between 
stories from books and family stories (Both of them you can hear and tell family stories and stories form 
books); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (both stories were naritives). The 
response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the author develops a connection 
between stories from books and family stories. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7a
36
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GUIDE PAPER 7b
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GUIDE PAPER 7c
Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (“Dad, tell me a story from when you 
were little. Tell me the story about the time you met your best friend Chris at school.” Six-year-old Alex, who 
has just started school himself, snuggles into his pillow and catches his dad’s hand in the dark. They have 
finished the nightly reading of Tin Tin and now it’s time for “just one more story” before Alex goes to sleep. 
Most parents know about the benefits of reading stories from books with their young children. Parents are 
blasted with this message in pediatricians’ offices, at preschool, on TV, even with billboards on the city bus. 
Reading books with children on a daily basis advances their language skills, extends their learning about 
the world, and helps their own reading later in school. Reading with your child from a young age can instill 
a lifelong love of books. A new study published in Science even shows that reading literary fiction improves 
adults’ ability to understand other people’s emotions. Reading books with your children is clearly a good 
idea. . . .Yet what most parents don’t know is that everyday family stories, like the one that Alex’s dad spun out 
that night, confer many of the same benefits of reading—and even some new ones. Over the last 25 years, a 
small canon1 of research on family storytelling shows that when parents share more family stories with their 
children—especially when they tell those stories in a detailed and responsive way—their children benefit in a 
host of ways. For instance, experimental studies show that when parents learn to reminisce2 about everyday 
events with their preschool children in more detailed ways, their children tell richer, more complete narratives 
to other adults one to two years later compared to children whose parents didn’t learn the new reminiscing 
techniques. Children of the parents who learned new ways to reminisce also demonstrate better understanding 
of other people’s thoughts and emotions. These advanced narrative and emotional skills serve children well in 
the school years when reading complex material and learning to get along with others. In the preteen years, 
children whose families collaboratively discuss everyday events and family history more often have higher 
self-esteem and stronger self-concepts. And adolescents with a stronger knowledge of family history have more 
robust identities, better coping skills, and lower rates of depression and anxiety. Family storytelling can help 
a child grow into a teen who feels connected to the important people in her life. Best of all, unlike stories from 
books, family stories are always free and completely portable. You don’t even need to have the lights on to 
share with your child a story about your day, about their day, about your childhood or their grandma’s. In the 
research on family storytelling, all of these kinds of stories are linked to benefits for your child. Family stories 
can continue to be part of a parent’s daily interactions with their children into adolescence, long past the age of 
the bedtime story. All families have stories to tell, regardless of their culture or their circumstances. Of course, 
not all of these stories are idyllic3 ones. Research shows that children and adolescents can learn a great deal 
from stories of life’s more difficult moments—as long as those stories are told in a way that is sensitive to 
the child’s level of understanding, and as long as something good is gleaned from the experience. . . . Books 
contain narratives, but only family stories contain your family’s personal narratives. Fortunate children get 
both. They hear and read stories from books to become part of other people’s worlds, and they hear and tell 
stories of their family to understand who they are and from whence they came. . . . The holidays are prime time 
for family storytelling. When you’re . . . having your holiday meal, share a story with your children about past 
holidays. Leave in the funny bits, the sad bits, the gory and smelly bits—kids can tell when a story has been 
sanitized for their protection. Then invite everyone else to tell a story too. Don’t forget the youngest and the 
oldest storytellers in the group. Their stories may not be as coherent,4 but they can be the truest, and the most 
revealing. Family stories can be told nearly anywhere. They cost us only our time, our memories, our creativity. 
They can inspire us, protect us, and bind us to others. So be generous with your stories, and be generous in your 
stories. Remember that your).  The copying of large portions of text, regardless of where in the text the portion 
comes from, does not demonstrate intent of providing one or more details relevant to the prompt.



Page 15

 GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional
36

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (The author 
helps develop a connection between books & family storys because he had Put it all in One he Put the family 
story In the article. “Hey dad tell us a story from when you were little” this explains that he want to hear a old 
family story).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
37

Possible Exemplary Response:

Paragraph 5 highlights the benefits of reminiscing and telling family stories to children of all ages. When parents 
remember and share family stories with their children, this can promote “narrative and emotional skills” that will help 
children “in the school years when reading complex material and learning to get along with others,” meaning that 
there are academic benefits and social benefits. The paragraph also explains that children exposed to collaborative 
family storytelling “more often have higher self-esteem and stronger self-concepts.” Another example shows that 
“adolescents with a stronger knowledge of family history have more robust identities, better coping skills, lower 
rates of depression and anxiety.” Overall, the paragraph emphasizes these outcomes that suggest sharing family 
stories is beneficial.

Possible Details to Include:

	● Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.



Page 17

GUIDE PAPER 1
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 5 supports a central claim 
in “Excerpt from What Kids Learn From Hearing Family Stories” (by giving research and examples of how 
sharing family stories with children is just as helpful as reading bed time stories to them). The response 
provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“studies 
show when parents learn to reminisce about everyday events with their preschool children in more detailed 
ways, their children tell richer, more complete narratives to other adults one to two years later compared 
to children whose parents didn’t learn the new reminiscing techniques.” and “Family storytelling can help 
a child grow into a teen who feels connected to the important people in her life.”). This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 5 supports a central claim 
in “Excerpt from What Kids Learn From Hearing Family Stories” (because it shows how it benefi ts to kids). 
The response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (a small canon of research on family storytelling shows that when parents share more family stories, 
their children benefi t in a host of ways; experimental studies show that when parents learn to reminisce, 
their children tell richer, more complete narratives to other adults; “Children of the parents who learned 
new ways to reminisce also demonstrate better understanding of other people’s thoughts and emotions.”). 
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 5 supports a central claim 
in “Excerpt from What Kids Learn From Hearing Family Stories” (It backs it’s points up with studies, 
research, and evidence). The response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for 
support as required by the prompt (kids with better knowledge of family history have better coping skills 
and parents that reminice have a better chance of their child having a better vocabulary). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“Over the last 25 years, a small canon of research on family storytelling shows that when parents 
share more family stories with their children – especially when they tell those stories in a detailed or 
responsive way – their children benefi t in a host of ways.” and “And adolescents with a stronger knowledge 
of family history have more robust identities, better coping skills, and lower rates of depression and 
anxiety”); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 
5 supports a central claim in “Excerpt from What Kids Learn From Hearing Family Stories.” This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 5 supports a central claim 
in “Excerpt from What Kids Learn From Hearing Family Stories” (because it show exactly the effect on 
the children when the famil sorys vs the book stories are told); however, the response does not provide two 
concrete details from the text for support. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (children of the Parents who learned 
new ways to reminisce also demonstrate better understanding of other People’s thoughts and emotions). 
The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 5 supports a central 
claim in “Excerpt from What Kids Learn From Hearing Family Stories.” 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Paragragh 5 supports a central 
claim because over the last 25 years a small canon of research on a familty storytelling showa that when 
parents share more storya with theirb children).
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 GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (pharagraph 5 suopports a good main idea because it explains that kids/
teens are learning alot about adult hood).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
38

Possible Exemplary Response:

The author’s advice to “be generous in your stories” is an argument for rich, detailed, true family storytelling. In 
paragraph 5, the author cites research that shows that parents should tell stories “in a detailed and responsive way,” 
because children that hear more detail in stories will learn to “tell richer, more complete narratives” themselves. 
The author elaborates on this idea in paragraph 9 when she recommends telling stories that include “the funny bits, 
the sad bits, the gory and smelly bits.” In sum, “be generous in your stories” means that it is important to tell stories 
with a lot of details.

Possible Details to Include:

 ● Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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 GUIDE PAPER 1 
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means in paragraph 10 
when she recommends to the reader to “be generous in your stories” (they mean that stories should have 
intriuging information that gives the story more depth, and makes the story as a whole more enjoyable for 
the child). The response provides evidence of analysis and a suffi cient number of concrete details from the 
text for support as required by the prompt (“They can inspire us, protect us, and bind us to others. So be 
generous with your stories, and be generous in your stories. Remember that your children may have them 
for a lifetime.” and “Family stories can be told nearly anywhere. They cost us only our time, our memories, 
our creativity.” This quotes shows that family stories can […] be shared and enjoyed by many people). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means in paragraph 10 
when she recommends to the reader to “be generous in your stories” (The author means that the stories we 
tell should be full of creativity, details, and lessons). The response provides a suffi cient number of concrete 
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Remember that your children may have them 
for a lifetime.” The stories we tell can impact your children long after you are gone and “They can inspire 
us, protect us, and bind us to others.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means in paragraph 10 
when she recommends to the reader to “be generous in your stories” (she means don’t hold back details). 
The response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“telling these stories only cost us time, memories, and, creativity.” and “Remember your children 
may have them for a lifetime.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means in paragraph 10 
when she recommends to the reader to “be generous in your stories” (the more that you have in your stories 
the more that your children take out of it); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the 
text for support (“They can inspire us, protect us, and bind us to others.”). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides evidence of analysis and a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for 
support as required by the prompt (“So be generous with your stories.” and “Remember that your children 
may have them for a life time.” Saying that the children may not forget and […] So be careful of the stories 
you choose and what you say); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to 
explain what the author means in paragraph 10 when she recommends to the reader to “be generous in your 
stories”. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (the author explains how family stories 
can be told anywhere and anytime just that it will only cost time it shows the memories of child hood and 
creativity.“Family stories can be told nearly anywhere. They cost us only our time, our memories, our 
creativity.” also he explains how you should be generous and share your stories and your children can 
pass them off or hold them with them. “Remember that your children may have them for a lifetime.”). The 
response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the author means in paragraph 
10 when she recommends to the reader to “be generous in your stories”. This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
38

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (The author 
means a lot of things in paragraph 10 when she recomends to the reader to “be genorous in your stories”. 
A main point that the author means when she syas thisnis to alwasy read and when you read actually 
pay attention to it. books only cost time, memories and creativity. Therefore you should always read with 
interest. Books inspire many people and they can protect you from the outside world. Overall the author 
means that you should always think of the postives in your stories and also dont take them for granted. the 
stroies that you read and how you think about them may affect the way your children will think about books).
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 GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional
38

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (It means make sure when you read the Storie that you remember it for 
a long time).
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Dad is in the U.S. Army. Each Saturday he leads his two children, Esme and Ike, on a mission
to make the best pancakes in the world.

EExxcceerrpptt  ffrroomm  110000  DDaayyss  aanndd  9999  NNiigghhttss
by Alan Madison

I am best at beating the batter, Ike is best at greasing the griddle, and Dad is, of
course, far and away the finest flipper between here and just about anywhere. While we
are working, Mom sits sipping coffee and reading the Drum & Bugle. She makes sure
there are no mistakes in either the newspaper or the manner in which we prepare
pancakes. Dad says she is a “super supervisor.” 

1

To make sure our pancakes come out consistently top-dog tasty, it is extremely
important to do everything precisely the same way it was done the Saturday before, the
Saturday before that, and before that. To do that, we follow Dad’s pancake rules. . . .

2

Saturday mornings, when the cuckoo clock begins the first of eight cuckoos, Ike and
I slip downstairs, drop our aprons over our heads, and tie the string over our bellies,
each with the exact same double-looped bow. We try to finish before the mechanical
bird sticks its tiny red-tued head out to deliver the final high-pitched cuckoo. 

3

While we wash our hands in the kitchen sink, Dad, in his green-and-yellow-squared
flannel robe, rubbing the top of his buzz-cut head, pounds down the stairs. Blinking the
sleep from his eyes, he inspects our cooking uniforms. When satisfied, he yawns,
“Okay, troops, we are ready to cook.” 

4

We salute, bringing our open right hands sharply to our foreheads and then karate
chopping them down. is is military speak for “ready, willing, and able.” Dad says we
should always end it with “sir, yes, sir,” to show the proper respect for a commanding
officer. 

5

“Sir, yes, sir!” Ike and I cry in unison.6

“One cup flour,” he commands.7

“Flour is made from flowers,” Ike states as usual.8

Dad smiles and I roll my eyes around my head because every week Ike always swears
that flour (F-L-O-U-R) is made from flowers (F-L-O-W-E-R-S) and that is why they are

9



Page 35

spelled differently. is makes zero sense, which is exactly Ike Sense, because then they
should be spelled exactly the same! . . .

Under Dad’s watchful eye, we exact-measure and combine the salt and baking soda
into the bowl. en, trying not to make too much of a mess, we carefully measure out
the wet ingredients: water, oil, and the top secretest ingredient —“Yogurt!” Ike yells.
“Yogurt, yoooguurt!” he screams. Ike feels that yogurt is the absolute funniest word he
has ever heard and as soon as dad starts spooning out the glistening white goo, he starts
giggling and rolling the word out of his mouth, either drawing out the so-sounding
“yo” or cutting off the hard-syllabled “gurt” and sometimes even attempting to do both.
“Yoooogrt!” Mom chuckles from behind the spread-open Drum & Bugle as Ike goes
through his word acrobatics while I remain silent because I feel llama is an even
funnier word.

10

Dad knows a lot of funny words, but during pancake making he is always partial to
spatula. . . .

11

I wooden-spoon-mix together all the ingredients, from the Ike Sense-spelled flour to
the somewhat funny-named yogurt, while Ike quick-drops pats of butter onto the hot
griddle. Mom super-supervises this part, letting out an aaahh sound of approval each
time Ike places a pat correctly and an ooo-ooo-ooo sound of disapproval each time his
hand comes down too close to the stove. 

12

Dad big-spoons batter onto the burning black metal. It flattens and soon little
bubbles begin bursting. Aer we count out five of these tiny explosions, Dad does the
famous fancy McCarther flip. He skillfully slides his “spaaatuulaaa” under one round
and snaps his wrist, revealing both the colorful tattoo on his wide forearm and the
brown cooked side of the perfect pancake. 

13

A most definite Dad cooking rule is: “Neither a borrower nor a lender be.” is
means that when it comes to a particular pancaking post, whether it is buttering,
mixing, or flipping, you have your very own job to do, and you should never ever trade
or even ask to trade—you just do your job. Our cooking tasks have become total
no-brainers and given the excellent eating results, I have to say that Dad’s pancaking
rules most definitely do work.

14

e short stacks are piled high on each of our plates, the maple syrup slow-flowed,
and the only sounds heard are the rushed clicks and clacks of forks on plates and the
rumble of satisfied ummms. . . .

15

is is an absolute authentic account of how every Saturday we, the Swishback
McCarthers, would cook the tastiest pancakes in the whole world.

16

 

 
 



Page 36

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
39

 

Possible Exemplary Response:

The children saying “Sir, yes, sir!” contributes to the sense of orderliness that is important in the family especially 
for their Saturday morning routine of making pancakes.  The dad is in the U.S. Army and the children in the story 
follow the dad’s rules and look for his approval. For example, the dad has given each child a role in the pancake 
making process, and they take their roles seriously. The narrator says, “I am best at beating the batter, Ike is best 
at greasing the griddle” (paragraph 1). As they prepare to cook, they fix their aprons in a certain way and then wait 
until their dad “inspects our cooking uniforms” (paragraph 4).

Possible Details to Include:

	● Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
39

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the effect of the children saying “Sir, 
yes, sir!” in paragraph 6 has on the story’s tone (by reinforcing it’s light-heartedness). The response provides 
a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“While we wash 
our hands in the kitchen sink, Dad, in his green-and-yellow-squared fl annel robe, rubbing the top of his 
buzz-cut head, pounds down the stairs. Blinking the sleep from his eyes, he inspects our cooking uniforms. 
When satisfi ed, he yawns, “Okay, troops, we are ready to cook.” and “We salute, bringing our open right 
hands sharply to our foreheads and then karate chopping them down. This is military speak for “ready, 
willing, and able.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional
39

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain what the effect of the children saying “Sir, 
yes, sir!” in paragraph 6 has on the story’s tone (this gives it a stern tone and This lightens up the tone). The 
response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 
(“Dad says we should always end with “Sir, yes, sir,” to show the proper respect for a commanding offi cer.”
and “Ike feels that yogurt is the absolute funniest word has ever heard.”). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
39

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the effect of the children saying “Sir, 
yes, sir!” in paragraph 6 has on the story’s tone (the effect that is shown is disipline). The response provides 
a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Neither a 
borrower nor a lender be”… you have your own job to do and should never ever trade or even ask to 
trade-you just do your job” and “Under Dads watchful eye, we exact-measure everything”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
39

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the effect of the children saying “Sir, 
yes, sir!” in paragraph 6 has on the story’s tone (it shows that the children are focused and of order, when 
they are about to work, which makes the story a little more strict); however, the response only provides one 
concrete detail from the text for support (“Dad says we should always end it with “sir, yes, sir” to show the 
proper respect for a commanding offi cer.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional
39

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a suffi cient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (they are always ready to get to coooking in the morning for every one and they take the mission to 
make pancakes together); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain 
what the effect of the children saying “Sir, yes, sir!” in paragraph 6 has on the story’s tone. This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.



Page 42

GUIDE PAPER 6
39

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“the porper respect for a 
commanding offi cer”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the 
effect of the children saying “Sir, yes, sir!” in paragraph 6 has on the story’s tone. This response includes a 
complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
39

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is not written in English and is totally inaccurate.
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 GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional
39

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (The children saying “ sir, yes, sir” has the effect of yelling).



Page 45

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
40

 

Possible Exemplary Response:

In “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights,” paragraph 2 sets up the importance of the rules, which the family then 
follows as they make the pancakes, and paragraph 14 verifies the effectiveness of the dad’s rules.  In paragraph 2, 
the narrator reveals that, “To make sure our pancakes come out consistently top-dog tasty, it is extremely important 
to do everything precisely the same way it was done the Saturday before, the Saturday before that, and before that. 
To do that, we follow Dad’s pancake rules....” Then in paragraph 14, after the pancake making process is successful, 
the narrator goes back to Dad’s rules: “I have to say that Dad’s pancaking rules most definitely do work.”

Possible Details to Include:

	● Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
40
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain how paragraph 2 and paragraph 14 contribute 
to the structure of the story (by showing that there are rules to fun tasks and by showing sequential steps 
and rules to making pancakes). The response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of 
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“To make sure our pancakes come out 
consistantly dog tasty, it is extremely important to do everything precisely the same way it was done the 
saturday before, the Saturday before that , and before that. To do that, we follow dad’s pancake rules. [...] 
This quote is significant because it shows the beginning to a sequence and “A most definite Dad cooking 
rule is: ‘Neither a borrower a lender be: This means that when it comes to a particular pancaking post, 
whether it is buttering, mixing, or flipping, you have your very own job to do, and you should never ever 
trade or even ask to trade—you just do your job.” This quote clearly displays that paragraph 14 ends what 
paragraph 2 started with the last, and most important rule). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional
40

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 2 and paragraph 14 
contribute to the structure of the story (they both talk about how you must follow Dads cooking rules in 
order for the pancakes to come ut the way there supossed to). The response provides evidence of analysis 
and a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“A most 
defi nite Dad cooking rule is: “Neither a borrower nor a lender be” and Another example is in paragraph 
2 thats when they fi rst mention Dads cooking rules. How they must follow them so the pancakes come ut 
exactly how they did all the other saturdys ago). This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
40

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 2 and paragraph 14 contribute 
to the structure of the story (by telling the begging of the making and the end of the making of Pankackes). 
The response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt (“It is important to do everything percisely.” and “given the excellent eating results.”). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
40

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“To make sure sure our pancakes come out consistently top-dog tasty, it is extremely important to 
do everything precisely the same way it was done the Saturday before, the Saturaday before that, and before 
that.” and  “A most defi nite cooking rule is: “Neither a boeeower nor a lender be. This means that when 
it comes to a prticular pancaking post, wherher it is buttering, mixing, or fl ipping, you have your very own 
job to do, and you should naver ever trade or even ask to trade-you just your job.”); however, the response 
does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 2 and paragraph 14 contribute to 
the structure of the story. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional
40

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 2 and paragraph 14 
contribute to the structure of the story (Paragraph 2 and 14 contribut to the structure of the story by talking 
about how they need to follow there dads pancake rules); however, the response does not provide two 
concrete details from the text for support. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
40

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (In the story they have rules that they 
use to make cooking pancakes fun and very interesting. They have to make sure they do everything the exact 
same way that they did the saturday before.“To make sure our pancakes come out consistently top-dog 
tasty, it is extremely important to do everything precisely the same way it was done the Saturday before, the 
Saturday before that, and before that. To do that, we follow Dad’s pancake rules. . . .” in the story they’re 
talking bout pancakes and the tasks of making panckes and the rules to do it all together!). The response 
does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraph 2 and paragraph 14 contribute to 
the structure of the story. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
40

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (in 1001 days and 99 nights contribute 
to paragraph 2 and paragraph 14 because it says that between all those paragraph it only talking about 
food and their family).
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 GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional
40

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (In “Excerpt from 100 Day and 99 
Nights,” paragraph 2 and 14 makes the story more intresting, keeping the reader hooked.”).
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5

10

15

20

RRaaiinn  CChheecckk
by Catherine Alene

Dad had to work
Straight through the day and into the night

Ringy cows11 wouldn’t load

Raced across the mesa22 with their heads in the air
 
I’d finally decided what I was going to make
Pizza
His favorite
Heavy with meat and American cheese
His side
Veggies
No cheese
On mine
 
But it’s okay
He didn’t make it home
I hadn’t even started cooking when he called
I’d been standing in the kitchen
Staring into the refrigerator
Ignoring the sun melting red and gold behind the barn

Listening to Blue crunching his kibbles33

Tags chinging off the edge of his metal food dish
When the phone had rung
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25

30

 
“I’m so sorry. I’ll have to take a rain check. Go ahead and eat 
     without me,” he’d said.
I understand, Dad.
We’ll do it again.
Next week.
It’s okay
Really
It 
Is

  _______________________
11rriinnggyy  ccoowwss:: the cows’ bells ring as they run away from Dad
22mmeessaa:: a flat-topped, elevated area
33kkiibbbblleess:: pet food
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
41

Possible Exemplary Response:

In lines 22 through 30 of “Rain Check,” the plot shifts as the speaker’s mood changes from anticipation to 
disappointment at the realization that her dad will not be eating dinner with her. The speaker is planning to make a 
pizza which will likely make her dad happy after he has had a long workday. But in lines 22–23, he calls to say that 
he won’t make it for dinner, telling the speaker, “Go ahead and eat without me....” The speaker responds that she 
understands, that “We’ll do it again. / Next week” (lines 25–26), suggesting that there is no problem, but the last four 
lines trail off in a way that indicates her disappointment: “It’s okay / Really / It / Is” (lines 27–30).

Possible Details to Include:

	● Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
41

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 22 through 30 contribute to the 
plot of “Rain Check” (by changing the mood of the narrator from excited to disappointed). The response 
provides evidence of analysis and a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (“I fi nally decided what I was going to make, Pizza, His favorite, Heavy with meat 
and American cheese, His side, Veggies, No cheese, on mine” and However her mood Shifts once she fi nds 
out her father won’t be home in time for dinner. She then proceeds to write “I understand, Dad. We’ll do 
it again. Next week. It’s okay, really, it, is.” Finding out that her father won’t have dinner with her really 
dissapoints her). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 2a Additional
41



Page 60

 GUIDE PAPER 2b Additional

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 22 through 30 contribute to the 
plot of “Rain Check” (by intoducing the conflict in the story). The response provides evidence of analysis 
and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (Catherine 
seems very joyfull, she cant wait for her dad to come home so that she can make him dinner and spend some 
time with him. As stated in the passage “ I’d finally decided what I was going to make Pizza His favorite 
Heavy with meat and American cheese His side Veggies No cheese On mine” and “I’m so sorry. I’ll have 
to take a rain check. Go ahead and eat without me,” he’d said. I understand, Dad. We’ll do it again. Next 
week. It’s okay Really It Is”. This shows at this point in the text she is very upset and understood that her da 
could not make it home). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
41

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 22 through 30 contribute to the 
plot of “Rain Check” (because they act as the central idea of postponing a meal). The response provides a 
suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Go ahead and 
eat without me” and “We’ll do it again.   Next week.”). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
41

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 22 through 30 contribute to the 
plot of “Rain Check” (because she understan that her dad is busy); however, the response only provides one 
concrete detail from the text for support (“it’s OK dad it really is” to show him that she understand). This 
response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional
41

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 22 through 30 contribute to 
the plot of “Rain Check” (because the kid is getting more and more sad that the dad is not home to make 
pizza with him); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This 
response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
41

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (his DaD had to rain check 
meaning that they’ll eat pizza together another time). The response does not provide a valid inference from 
the text to explain how lines 22 through 30 contribute to the plot of “Rain Check”. This response includes 
a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
41

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Well in the text it said, “I’ll have to 
take a rain check.” He said to eat without him).
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 GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional
41

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is totally inaccurate (lines 22 through 30 contribute to the plot of “rain check” because the 
daughter went and made her dad his favorite meal pizza with all his toppings on it and then when he gets home 
they are ready to eat and then as soon as he gets ready to eat and then gets a phonecall as soon as they get 
ready to eat).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
42

 

Possible Exemplary Response:

The speaker’s point of view impacts the tone as it turns from anticipation to disappointment. “Rain Check” is told 
from the speaker’s point of view. The speaker’s point of view changes after the Dad calls to say he won’t make 
it home for dinner. In lines 22–23 it states, “I’m so sorry. I’ll have to take a rain check. Go ahead and eat without 
me....” The speaker expresses understanding of the situation: “I understand, Dad. / We’ll do it again. / Next week” 
(lines 24-26). But then, because the poem is told from the speaker’s point of view, the reader sees the speaker think 
to herself “It’s okay / Really / It / Is” (lines 27–30), a trailing off which suggests her disappointment.

Possible Details to Include:

	● Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 2-point holistic rubric.



Page 68

GUIDE PAPER 1
42

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the speaker’s point of view impacts 
the tone of “Rain Check” (by making it emphasize lonelyness). The response provides evidence of analysis 
and a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (The speaker 
was going to make dads favorite dish but he didn’t come home so the speaker cancelled plans which is lonely 
and “We’ll do it again/Next week/It’s okay/Really/It/Is.” The speaker keeps getting stood up by her dad and 
she barely see’s him because he is at work day and night). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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 GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional
42

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the speaker’s point of view impacts 
the tone of “Rain Check” (She is disappointed because he won’t be home). The response provides evidence 
of analysis and a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 
(“Dad had to work, Straight through the day and into the night.” This seems to be suggesting that her father 
is rarely home because of his job and Getting toward the end, she is disappointed because her father called 
saying he wouldn’t be home for dinner. “I understand, Dad. We’ll do it again. Next week. It’s okay Really It 
Is.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
42

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the speaker’s point of view impacts 
the tone of “Rain Check” (The speacker makes the tone of “RainCheck” sad). The response provides 
evidence of analysis and a suffi cient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (the speaker talks of Doing “it again next week” which implies that her dad is never around and the 
speaker also says “He didn’t make it home”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
42

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the speaker’s point of view impacts 
the tone of “Rain Check” (the reader can feel the sadness through the tone because of the way the speake 
sees things in life); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“I 
understand, Dad. We’ll do it again.Next week.” The speaker pauses to show his/her sadness). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.



Page 72

 GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional
42

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a suffi cient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (the  kid wa giving respect to his father who always have to work day and night and the father 
could not make it); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how 
the speaker’s point of view impacts the tone of “Rain Check.” This response includes a complete sentence 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
42

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the speaker’s point of view impacts 
the tone of “Rain Check” (That she is disappionted); however, the response does not provide two concrete 
details from the text for support. This response includes an incomplete sentence.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
42

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Rain Check’s tone is impacted by the 
speaker’s point of view).
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 GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional
42

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Rain Check means checking something 
a second time).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
43
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Possible Exemplary Response:

The narrator of “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” and the speaker of the poem “Rain Check” have contrasting 
views about their family situations. The narrator’s view is more upbeat and cheerful whereas the speaker’s view is 
presented much more dismal or expresses a much more unexciting event with their family. They both have different 
experiences in how they interact and respond to their family situations.

In “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights,” the narrator’s view is optimistic in that it describes Saturday pancake 
making with her family as a cheerful and good-humored experience cooking together. This is shown in the first line 
as it describes the family working together, “I am best at beating the batter, Ike is best at greasing the griddle, and 
Dad is, of course, far and away the finest flipper between here and just about anywhere. The narrator views the rules 
that the dad sets forth for family time as a necessity for fun: “To make sure our pancakes come out consistently 
top-dog tasty, it is extremely important to do everything precisely the same way it was done the Saturday before, 
the Saturday before that, and before that. To do that, we follow Dad’s pancake rules . . .” (paragraph 2).  Another 
example describes that “Dad’s pancaking rules most definitely do work” (paragraph 14). While the environment is 
highly organized, the narrator views it fondly, with descriptions of family members’ favorite funny words adding 
humor to the story. This is shown when Ike yells, “Yogurt, yoooguurt!” he screams. Ike feels that yogurt is the 
absolute funniest word he has ever heard and as soon as dad starts spooning out the glistening, white goo, he starts 
giggling and rolling the word out of his mouth . . .” (paragraph 10). 

However, the speaker’s view of their family in “Rain Check,” is much less positive since she is alone at home and 
seems to be longing for companionship. The poem begins with her dad’s absence: “Dad had to work / Straight 
through the day and into the night.” The speaker grows uncertain as the poem progresses, staring blankly into the 
fridge and ignoring the sun melting red and gold behind the barn.  He then calls and tells her, “I’m so sorry. I’ll have 
to take a rain check. Go ahead and eat without me.”  She also seems to be struggling to comfort her dad through her 
own disappointment with his absence: “I understand, Dad. We’ll do it again. Next week.” 

The difference in point of view between the narrator in “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” and the speaker in 
“Rain Check” is significant. In “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights,” the narrator references moments in which 
she, the dad, and the rest of her family grow closer through the moments they share together. In contrast, in “Rain 
Check,” the speaker feels isolation when her dad can’t make it home for dinner with her. Each perceives the concept 
of family in different ways based upon the experiences they have had with their dads.

To conclude, the narrator and the speaker have very different views concerning their family situations. The narrator 
in “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” loves the fun-filled family moments they share and the bond creates 
a closer relationship with each other whereas the speaker  in “Rain Check” longs for a closer experience with her 
father, even just to have dinner with him.

Possible Details to Include:

	● Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:

Apply 4-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1c
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (The narrator of the story “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” and the speaker in the poem 
“Rain Check” have different points of view regarding their family situations.The narrator in 100 Days and 
99 Nights” finds her family situation to be fortunate, however, the narrator in “Rain Check is distressed 
with her family situation. There different points of view originate from the drastically different amount of 
attention the family members provide them). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (The 
narrator in “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” finds her family members a perfect combination, when 
it comes to cooking pancakes; the narrator views her family situation as fortunate; The speaker in “Rain 
Check” is distressed with her family situation; the Dad seems to be very busy; The narrator is extremely 
understanding, however, she’s still lonely. This loneliness leads her to become distressed with her family 
situation; the narrator of “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” narrates her family situation in a fun, 
descriptive, and silly way; “Rain Check”, on the otherhand, is written in a subtle, serious, and slightly 
depressing manner; The narrator in “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” has a family who is able to 
spend time with her. The speaker in “Rain Check” has a caring father, however, he is too busy to pay proper 
attention to her). The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-chosen details from the 
texts [Each family member has a specific role when it comes to cooking pancakes. The narrator is the one 
who beats the batter, her Dad is the flipper, her brother is the one who greases the griddle, and her mom 
is in charge of supervising the whole process; “This is an absolute account of how every Saturday we, the 
Swishback McCarthers, would cook the tastiest pancakes in the whole world”; “Dad had to work, straight 
through the day and into the night”; “I understand, Dad. We’ll do it again”; “... Ike always swears that 
flour (F-L-O-U-R) is made from flowers (F-L-O-W-E-R-S) and that is why they are spelled differently”; 
“It’s okay,Really, It, Is”]. Clear organization is exhibited, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied 
transitions to create a unified whole (however, In all, This is expressed in line 16-18, In addition, This is 
shown in lines 1-2, This means, For example, Although, on the otherhand, This is presented in lines 27-30). 
A formal style is established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated 
language and domain-specific vocabulary (fortunate, distressed, originate, perfect combination, requires 
long laboring hours, sense of responsibility, second priority, endure, loneliness leads her to become, 
successfully, playful and laidback relationship, well-functioning and content family). The response provides 
a concluding statement or section that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and information 
presented (The different views these two narrators have, is enough evidence for me to proclaim that children 
need love and attention. In order to have a well-functioning and content family, these two things need to 
be given). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (in line 
16-18 and spacing errors).
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 
(“Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” and “Rain Check” have different points of views about the 
narrator’s family situations. In “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights,” the family is close and loving; 
The narrator of “Rain Check,” however, feels the opposite about their family, and most likely thinks the 
family has many problems going on). The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (Esme’s 
bond with their family, […] appears to make the reader believe that Esme’s point of view is that there aren’t 
any major situations going on in their family; considering how their family has a running gag going on, 
and everyone seems happy and close thorughout the entire pancake-making process; The narrator of “Rain 
Check,” however, suggests that the relationship between the family isn’t as close; The uses of “again” and 
“Next week” suggest that the family’s father has had to stay at work for extra time and miss dinner with his 
family. Work most likely makes the father unable to see his family as much, causing the family to feel not as 
close; The wording and tone from the narrator suggests that her father being at work so much causes her 
to feel disappointed in what is going on in her family; Throughout “Rain Check,” it can be implied that the 
narrator’s point of view on her family’s situations are very negative and depressing). The topic is developed 
with the sustained use of relevant, well-chosen details from the texts [every Saturday morning by making 
pancakes; “Dad says we should always end it with ‘sir, yes, sir,’ to show the proper respect for a commanding 
officer. ‘Sir, yes, sir!’ Ike and I cry in unison. ‘One cup flour,’ he commands. ‘Flour is made from flowers,’ 
Ike states as usual. Dad smiles and I roll my eyes around my head because every week Ike always swears 
that flour (F-L-O-U-R) is made from flowers (F-L-O-W-E-R-S) and that is why they are spelled differently.”; 
“This is an absolute authentic account of how every Saturday we, the Swishback McCarthers, would cook 
the tastiest pancakes in the whole world.”; “‘I’m so sorry. I’ll have to take a rain check. Go ahead and 
eat without me,’ he’d said. I understand, Dad. We’ll do it again. Next week.”]. The response exhibits clear 
organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (even though, however, as 
shown, For example, It also says, thus showing, also show this, because, Both, In conclusion). A formal 
style is established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language 
and domain-specific vocabulary (close and loving, together fairly often, Esme’s bond, considering how, 
running gag, disappointed, ever-lasting, negative and depressing, very serious and somewhat seperated). 
The response provides a concluding section that follows from the topic and information presented (Esme 
from “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” believes that there aren’t any problems with her family, but 
the narrator from “Rain Check” makes their family seem very serious and somewhat seperated from each 
other. In conclusion, both stories suggest different point of views between the two narrators). The response 
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (points of views, feel happy of 
how close, thorughout, seperated).
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (In 
the text’s “Rain check” and “Excerpt from 100 days and 99nights”, the authors are showing the different 
kinds of families there are. In the text “Rain check” by “Catherine Alene” she talks about a family […] 
While the author of “Excerpt from 100 days and 99 night’s” talk about a family that spend’s alot of their 
time together,and likes to play games while also doing their work). The response demonstrates insightful 
analysis of the texts (the narrator’s point of view about her family situation is heart breaking because she 
was trying to do something nice for her dad but he canceled; she got sad when she found out her dad wasn’t 
coming home; In the text “Expert from 100 days and 99 nights” the narrators point of view on her family is 
that they like to have family time and do things together as a family; the like to play games and stuff while 
they are working together as a family; In both text’s they are a family, but the amount of time they spen’t 
together is alot different; they dont spend much time together since her dad is always working; they spend 
time together and have family troditions). The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant, well-
chosen details from the texts (“I’d finally decided what I was going to make, pizza, His favorite”; “But it’s 
okay. He didn’t make it home. I hadn’t even stared cooking when he called.”; “Blinking the sleep from his 
eyes,he inspect’s our uniforms. When satisfied he yaws “Okay troops we are ready to wok.”; “Under dad’s 
watchful eye, we exact-measure and combine the salt and baking soda into a bowl”; “Dad had to work 
straight through the day and into the night”; “every Saturday we the swishback McCarthers would cook 
the tastiest pancakes in the whole world”). Clear organization is exhibited, with the use of appropriate and 
varied transitions to create a unified whole (In the text, while the author of, because, but he, since, In the 
text is also states, This sentence shows, In both texts […] but the amount, this shows, This sentence shows, 
In both texts). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary (different kinds of families, play games, heart breaking, canceled, have family time and 
do things together, work together as a family, spend time together, have family traditions, exact opposites). 
The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented (In 
both texts the way the families live are exact opposites). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 
command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (stared, Expert, he 
inspect’s, yaws, the like, spen’t, alot, dont, 99 night’s, saturday, swishback).



Page 88

GUIDE PAPER 4a
43



Page 89

GUIDE PAPER 4b



Page 90

GUIDE PAPER 4c



Page 91

GUIDE PAPER 4d
Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The narrator 
of the story “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” and the speaker in the poem “Rain Check” have 
different points of view about their family situations; The narrator of the story “Excerpt from 100 Days 
and 99 Nights” deeply adores their family situation; The speaker in “Rain Check” seems to feel that it’s 
okay for family to not always be united). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts 
(The narrator seems to take pride in her family, when they are cooking, as a united team; The narrator 
also adores her family situation because they are always having fun together; This demonstra a feeling of 
separation between the narrator and Dad; The speaker seems to not have any fun in her family situation; 
This creates a sence of unity that the narrator feels. However, in “Rain Check,” the speaker doesn’t feel 
united in he family situation). The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts [“I am best at 
beating the batter, Ike is the best at greasing the griddle, and Dad is, of course, far and away the finest 
flipper between here and just about anywhere.”; Each person in the family is involved; “Dad smiles and 
I roll my eyes around my head because every week Ike always swears that flour (F-L-O-U- is made from 
flowers (F-L-O-W-E-R) and that is why they are spelled differently.”; “Dad had to work. Straight through 
the day and into the night…. I’d finally decided what I was going to make. Pizza.”; “I’d been standing 
in the kitchen. Staring into the refrigerator.”; “This means that when it comes to a particular pancaking 
post […] just do your job.”; “But it’s okay He didn’t make it home. I hadn’t even started cooking when 
he called.”]. The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a 
unified whole (The narrator of the story, According to the passage, Moreover, also, because, The speaker, 
Additionally, However, Therefore). A formal style is established and maintained through the use of grade-
appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary (adores, take pride in her 
family, a united team, a feeling of separation, a sence of unity, family doesn’t always have to be united). The 
concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented (Therefore, the narrator in “Excerpt 
from 100 days and 99 Nights” and the speaker from “Rain Check” have different points of view about 
family). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (sence).
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The narrator of 
the story “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” and the speaker in the poem “Rain Check” have different 
points of view about their family situations. Their point of views are differnt from each others). The response 
demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (The narrator’s point of view about her family situation 
in “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights” is that her family is very close; ther family is happy that they 
get to spend time together; The speaker’s point of view about her family situation in “Rain Check” is that 
her dad has to work so she doesn’t get to spend that much time with him; The narrator of the story “Excerpt 
from 100 Days and 99 Nights” are always together on Saturdays; in the poem the girl is making dinner for 
her father while he is at work). The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts (the kids and the 
dad all help every Saturday to make pancakes; “The short stacks are piled high on each of our plates, the 
maple syrup slow-fl owed, and the only sounds heard are the rushed clicks and clacks of forks on plates and 
the rumble of satisfi ed ummms. . . .”; “This is an absolute authentic account of how every Saturday we, the 
Swishback McCarthers, would cook the tastiest pancakes in the whole world.”; “Dad had to work Straight 
through the day and into the night”; “I’m so sorry. I’ll have to take a rain check. Go ahead and eat without 
me,” he’d said.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create 
a unifi ed whole (The narrator’s point of view, In this passage, In the text it states, This deatail shows,
The text also states, The speaker’s point of view, The poem states, On the other hand, All in all). A formal 
style is established and maintained through the use of precise language and domain-specifi c vocabulary 
(different points of view, family is very close, family enjoy’s making pancakes, happy that they get to spend 
time together, doesn’t get to spend that much time, very busy, always together).  The concluding statement 
follows from the topic and information presented (All in all, the narrator of the story “Excerpt from 100 
Days and 99 Nights” and the speaker in the poem “Rain Check” have different points of view about their 
family situations). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional 
errors that do not hinder comprehension (Their point of views are differnt from each others, deatail shows 
that tehnir family enjoy’s, herslef, This deatail showed that the dada).
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The narrator in “Excerpt 
from 100 Days and 99 Nights” clearly has a positive point of view on their family and Comparing the narrator 
from “Rain check” they can’t seem to get their family together for a meal). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (The narrator and their family have a tradition of making pancakes 
together every saturday moring. They all seem to enjoy it too and The narrator would be disapointed when 
thier dad couldn’t be there). The topic is developed with relevant details from the texts (“To make sure our 
pancakes come out consistently top-dog tasty, it is extremely important to do everything precisely the same 
way it was done the Saturday before, the Saturday before that, and before that. To do that, we follow Dad’s 
pancake rules. . . .”; “. . .and the only sounds heard are the rushed clicks and clacks of forks on plates and 
the rumble of satisfied ummms. . . . This is an absolute authentic account of how every Saturday we, the 
Swishback McCarthers, would cook the tastiest pancakes in the whole world.”; “ ‘I’m so sorry. I’ll have 
to take a rain check. Go ahead and eat without me,’ he’d said.”; “ We’ll do it again. Next week. It’s okay 
Really It Is.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create 
a unified whole (The narrator in “Excerpt from, In paragraph 2 it states, This is shown in paragraphes, 
Comparing the narrator, as shown in line, Both, but one). The response establishes but fails to maintain 
a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary (positive point of view, 
a tradition of making pancakes together, seem to enjoy it, can’t seem to get their family together, would 
be disapointed, spend nice time, can’t seem to do it). The concluding statement follows generally from the 
topic and information presented (Both narrators want to spend nice time eating a meal with their families 
but one can’t seem to do it). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (saturday moring, disapointed when thier, want to 
spend nice time, capitalization, punctuation).
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt from 100 
Days and 99 Nights” and “Rain Check,” both narrators have different points of views on their family). The 
response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (In “Excerpt from 100 Days and 99 Nights,” the 
narrator has a positive view on his family; In “Rain Check,” the narrator has a hopeful view of their family; 
This shows how even though his dad is never home, the narrator doesn’t have a negative view on his family 
but is hopeful). The topic is partially developed with the use of relevant evidence, with inconsistency (“This 
is an absolute authenic accoint if how every Saturday we, the Swishback McCarthers, would cook the tastiest 
pancakes in the whole world.” and “I understand, Dad. We’ll do it again. Next week.”). This response 
exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (both narrators, It states, This 
shows, even though, but, Therefore, one). The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with 
inconsistent use of language and domain-specifi c vocabulary. The concluding statement follows from the 
topic and information presented (Therefore, the two narrators have different points of views on their family, 
one positive and one hopeful). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (points of views and authenic accoint if).
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (In the short story “excerpt 
from 100 Days and 99 Nights” is about a boy he makes pancakes with his whole family; The short story 
“Rain check” is about a girl making a pizza for he dad; The stories are different because). The response 
demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (The stories are different because in “excerpt from 100 
days and 99 nights” the boy makes pancakes with his whole family; In “Rain check” the girl makes pizza for 
her dad alone; this shows how everyone in his family work together making pancakes). The topic is partially 
developed with the use of some textual evidence some of which may be irrelevant (the boy makes pancakes 
with his whole family; the girl makes pizza for her dad; her father call her asking for a Rain Check; “I am 
best at beating the batter, Ike is best at greasing the griddle and Dad is, of course far and away the finest 
flipper between here and Just about anywhere”). This response exhibits some attempt at organization, 
with inconsistent use of transitions (In the short story, but, because, In “Rain Check”, On paragraph 1 of 
Excerpt, this shows). The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of 
language and domain-specific vocabulary (about a boy, his whole family, about a girl, doesn’t show up, 
everyone). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates emerging 
command of conventions (is about a boy he makes pancakes, for he dad, excerpt from 100 days and 99 
nights, pizza for dad alone and the her father call her, capitalization, punctuation).
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The narrator’s of the 
story “Excerpt from 100 days and 99 nights” point of view is very jolly and happy; While the speaker’s of 
the poem “Rain Check” point of view is much more lonely and quiet; These point of view’s are very different 
because one is in very high spirit and the other is just saying a little story that happened). The response 
demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (This shows that there’s a lot of enthusiasm and This 
speaker just sounds very plain and he’s saying it as if it’s an ordinary day). This response demonstrates an 
attempt to use minimal evidence which is generally invalid or irrelevant (“Yogurt yoooguurt,” he screams 
and “But it’s okay, he didn’t make it home.”). This response exhibits some attempt at organization, with 
inconsistent use of transitions (While, one, and the other, It says in the story, This shows, While in the 
poem it says, All in all). The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent 
use of language and domain-specifi c vocabulary (very jolly, very high spirit, just saying a little story that 
happened, very plain, as if it’s an ordinary day). The concluding statement follows generally from the topic 
and information presented (All in all, the narrator and speaker of the poem and the story have different 
point of views of their family situation). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, 
with some errors that may hinder comprehension (narrator’s of the story, 100 days and 99 nights, point of 
view’s, incomplete sentences).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The narrator’s point 
of view about her family situation; The speaker’s point of view about the famliy situation in rain check; 
These points of views of the each of the story is beacuse). This response demonstrates little understanding 
of the texts (The narrator’s point of view about her family situation is that her famliy was making her 
work around the house working her nonstop and These points of views of the each of the story is beacuse 
one the stories the dad is working his kid and the other one talks about the dad taking a rain check). This 
response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence (the dad said that he had to take a rain check 
and the dad said to eat without him we’ll do this another time). This response exhibits some attempt at 
organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (The narrator’s point of view, The speaker’s point of view, 
the dad said that, These points of views of the each of the story, beacuse one, and the other). The response 
lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise or inappropriate for the texts and task (making her 
work, nonstop, working his kid). This response does not provide a concluding statement. The response 
demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (famliy, 
points of views of the each of the story, beacuse one the stories, capitalization, punctuation).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (The speakers 
point of view is very impactive in the story).  This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts 
(Its impactive by the dad not being home from work for dinner; This shows that the boys like “next week” 
but next week never hsappens; This shows that hes sad he said next week becasue next week never happens 
so he saying its okay i kno w it will never happen stop trying to make up lies). This response demonstrates 
an attempt to use minimal evidence (“We’ll do it again. Next week.” and “It’s okay Really It Is.”). This 
response exhibits little attempt at organization (One example, Another example, so). The response lacks 
a formal style, using language that is imprecise or inappropriate for the texts and task (Its impactive by 
the dad; the boys like “next week” but next week never hsappens; he saying its okay i kno w it will never 
happen stop trying to make up lies). This response does not provide a concluding statement. This response 
demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (hsappens, 
hes sad he said next week, becasue, so he saying its okay I kno w, punctuation, spacing).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose. This response 
demonstrates little understanding of the texts (In the story, family situation is very happy and bright and
while the poem, the 2 people being described seem seperated and busy). This response demonstrates an 
attempt to use minimal evidence which is generally invalid or irrelevant (Everyone in the fanily is involved 
and enjoying the day). This response exhibits little attempt at organization (In the story and while the poem). 
The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise or inappropriate for the texts and task 
(family situation is very happy and bright and the 2 people being described). This response does not provide 
a concluding statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions (In the story, family 
situation is; while the poem, the 2 people; seperated).
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task and is a response totally copied 
from the text (I am best at beating the batter Ike is best at Greasing the dad is of coures far and away the 
fi nestet cilppey between here and just about anywhere . while we are working. Dad. work Straiglt though the 
day an into the night Ringy cow’ would’nt load Racey acroos the mesa2 with their aito).
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task (The narators point of view was 
as her family in their eyes.... different). No evidence is provided. This response exhibits no evidence of 
organization, and no concluding statement is provided. The response is minimal, making assessment of 
conventions unreliable.












