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GUIDE PAPER 4
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to describe what the effect of the author speaking 
directly to the reader in paragraphs 12 and 13 of “From Bartering to Bills” has on the tone of the article (it 
makes me think about how money will change); however, the response only provides one concrete detail 
from the text for support (“ When and if that happens, however, do YOU think people will stop bartering 
with each other?”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“Do you think people will stop bartering?” and If you’ve ever traded a bag of chips for some 
cookies or exchanged baseball cards with a friend, then you, too, have batred.”); however, the response 
does not provide a valid inference from the text to describe what the effect of the author speaking directly to 
the reader in paragraphs 12 and 13 of “From Bartering to Bills” has on the tone of the article.  This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“do you think people will stop 
bartering with each other?”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to describe 
what the effect of the author speaking directly to the reader in paragraphs 12 and 13 of “From Bartering to 
Bills” has on the tone of the article. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
28

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The efecct on the tone of the article 
is telling somethig to some one in a tone like being angry you wold shout or scream or like be moody were if 
you were happy you would not be  screaming crying shouting or be moody you would be joyful share things 
with other people be in a good mood).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
28

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (I think the effect is that they are 
talking about bartering because, I think bartering is a effect to this story because it is talking about it the 
most of the whole paragraph. So i think bartering is the effect of this paragraph).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
28

Possible Exemplary Response:
The phrase “leaned forward as if he were telling a wonderful secret” in paragraph 3 tells us that Mr. Chris wants to 
impress Marly with some secret knowledge about maple trees. When Mr. Chris brags “I’ve got one old tree, up by 
the pasture fence, that we hang six buckets on. That tree is five feet through, and I’ve known it to give us over two 
hundred and forty gallons of sap in one season.” and “I figure it must be over two hundred years old now,” he is 
showing Marly how special some maple trees are. 

Possible Details to Include:
	• Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1                      
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “leaned forward as if he 
were telling a wonderful secret” in paragraph 3 in “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” reveals about Mr. 
Chris (that Mr. Chris makes a lot of syrup from the old oak tree). The response provides a sufficient number 
of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“I’ve got one old tree, up by the 
pasture fence, that we hang six buckets on. That tree is five feet through, and i’ve known it to give us over 
two hundred and forty gallons of sap in one season. and “I figure it must be over two hundred years old now,’ 
he said, and laughed.‘But for a maple tree, that’s young yet. Plenty of sapleft for another hundred years. . . 
.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “leaned forward as if he 
were telling a wonderful secret” in paragraph 3 in “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” reveals about Mr. 
Chris (means Mr. Chris was trying to stay as quiet as possible when he talked about the tree. This reveals 
that Mr. Chris doesn’t want a lot of people to know about the tree because of all of the sap it produces). 
The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“I’ve got one old tree, up by the pasture fence, that we hang six buckets on.” and “That tree is five 
feet through, and I’ve known it to give us over two hundred and forty gallons of sap in one season.”). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
36

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “leaned forward as if he 
were telling a wonderful secret” in paragraph 3 in “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” reveals about 
Mr. Chris (means you are really deep into the story). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“I,ve known a tree that could give us over 240g 
of sap in on season.”  and “I figure it must be over 200 years old now,”). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “leaned forward 
as if he were telling a wonderful secret” in paragraph 3 in “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” 
reveals about Mr. Chris (that Mr. Chris wanted Marly to keep this a secret); however, the response only 
provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“‘I’ve got one old tree, up by the pasture fence, 
that we hangsix buckets on. That tree is five feet though, and I’ve known it togive us over two hundredand 
forty gallons of sap in one season’”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt (“an average tree will give twenty gallons in a season” and “ive known it to give us over 
two hundred and forty gallsons of sap in one season”); however, the response does not provide a valid 
inference from the text to explain what the phrase “leaned forward as if he were telling a wonderful secret” 
in paragraph 3 in “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” reveals about Mr. Chris. This response includes a 
complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
36

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (the maple tree could last for 
another century). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the 
phrase “leaned forward as if he were telling a wonderful secret” in paragraph 3 in “Excerpt from Miracles 
on Maple Hill” reveals about Mr. Chris. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not 
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
36

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (It reveals that Mr. chris likes to lean 
foward when he talks. it might seem like he is telling a secret).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
36

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt [Her dad asked how many gallons 
will one tree give.  Also there were about fiftey maple trees.  So i could only find one reson but i think why 
he asked her that is because... in the text it says (she could practically see Daddy’s arithmetic geting ready 
to start working…].
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
37

Possible Exemplary Response:
The author’s word choice in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” tells us a lot about Grandpa’s character. 
We can see that he is hard-working and enjoys the work he does to collect sap and make maple sugar. First, he makes 
wooden buckets and little troughs to collect the sap. When it’s time to collect the sap “Every day Grandpa puts on 
his boots and his warm coat and his fur cap and he goes out into the snowy woods and gathers the sap.” After he has 
gotten the sap “He empties the sap into the iron kettle. There is a big bonfire under the kettle, and the sap boils, and 
Grandpa watches it carefully.” When the sap has cooked long enough “Then as fast as he can, he ladles the thick 
syrup into the milk pans that are standing ready. In the pans the syrup turns to cakes of hard, brown, maple sugar.” 
Grandpa does all this work so everyone can have maple sugar to eat. 

Possible Details to Include:
	• Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author’s word choice in 
paragraph 5 reveals about Grandpa in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (Grandpa works 
hard). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required 
by the prompt (“Every day Grandpa puts on his boots and his warm coat and his fur cap and he goes out 
into the snowy woods and gathers the sap.” and “He drives from tree to tree emptying sap from the bukets 
to the barel.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author’s word choice in paragraph 
5 reveals about Grandpa in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (grandpa does hard work). 
The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“With a barrel on a sled, he drives from tree to tree and empties the sap from the buckets into the 
barrel” and “Haul it to a big iron kettle, that hangs by a chainfrom a cross-tmber between two trees”). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
37

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author’s word choice in paragraph 
5 reveals about Grandpa in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (he is determed to get mable 
syrup). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required 
by the prompt (“everyday grandpa puts his boots on and warm coat and his fur cap and he goes out into 
the snowy woods to gather sap” and “with a barrel on a sled, drives from tree to tree and empties the sap 
from the buckets into the barrel”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the author’s word choice in 
paragraph 5 reveals about Grandpa in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (Grandpa would do 
any-thing for The sap to turn it into sugar snow); however, the response only provides one concrete detail 
from the text for support (“Every day gran-dpa puts on his boots and his warm coat and his fur cap and 
he goes out into The snowy woods and gather the sap.”). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (Grandpa goes out in the snowy woods and collects tree saps and he drives from tree to tree on 
his barrel sled emptying out all the saps he collected); however, the response does not provide a valid 
inference from the text to explain what the author’s word choice in paragraph 5 reveals about Grandpa in 
“Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods.” This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
37

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (it shows what he wears and how he 
collects the sap). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the author’s 
word choice in paragraph 5 reveals about Grandpa in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods.” This 
response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Every day grandpa puts his boots 
on and his warm coat and a fur cap. And he goes out in the snowy woods and he gathers the sap. And he 
drives from tree to tree. He empties the sap into the iron kettle. Grandpa jumos to the fire and the rakes it 
all out from beneath he ran as fast as he could).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
37

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (“When the sap has boiled down just 
enough, he fills the buckets with the syrup. After that, he boils the sap until it grains when he cools it in a 
saucer).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
38

Possible Exemplary Response:
Pa develops the claim that maple syrup must be watched carefully in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” 
by describing all of the steps Grandpa needs to follow to get the maple sugar that Laura and Mary are eating. After 
he gathers the sap and pours it into a big kettle over a fire “the sap boils, and Grandpa watches it carefully. The fire 
must be hot enough to keep the sap boiling, but not hot enough to make it boil over.” When the sap has cooked 
enough Grandpa puts the fire out and “Then as fast as he can, he ladles the thick syrup into the milk pans that are 
standing ready. In the pans the syrup turns to cakes of hard, brown, maple sugar.” The words Pa uses show that 
Grandpa needs to pay attention to the maple syrup and just at the right minute cool it down. 

Possible Details to Include:
	• Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pa develops his claim that maple 
syrup must be watched carefully as it cooks in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (by telling of 
how its made). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (“He empties the sap into the iron kettle. There is a big bonfire under the kettle, and 
the sap boils, and grandpa watches it carefully.” and “The instant sap is graining, Grandpa jumps to the 
fire and rakes it all out from beneath the kettle. Then as fast as he can, he  ladles the thick syrup into the 
milk pans that are standing ready. In the pans the syrup turns to hard, brown, maple sugar.”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pa develops his claim that maple 
syrup must be watched carefully as it cooks in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (by telling 
the whole story about how Granpa makes the maple syrup). The response provides a sufficient number of 
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“There is a big bonfire under the kettle, 
and the sap boils, and Grandpa watches it carefully.” and “The fire must be hot enough to keep the sap 
boiling, but not hot enough to make it boil over.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability.



Page 47

GUIDE PAPER 3
38

Score Point 2 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pa develops his claim that maple 
syrup must be watched carefully as it cooks in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (by a telling 
story). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required 
by the prompt (“There is a big bonfire under thekettle, and the sap boils, and Grampa watches it carefully.” 
and “The firemust be hot enough to keep the sap boiling, but not hot enough to make it boil over.”). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Pa develops his claim that maple 
syrup must be watched carefully as it cooks in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” (by 
saying how carfull you need to be when making maple sugar); however, the response only provides 
one concrete detail from the text for support (“The fire must be hot enough to keep the sap boiling, but not 
hot enough to make it boil over.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (The fire must be hot enough to keep the sap boiling, but not hot enough to make it boil over and 
There is a big bonfire under the kettle, And the sap boils); however, the response does not provide a valid 
inference from the text to explain how Pa develops his claim that maple syrup must be watched carefully 
as it cooks in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods.” This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
38

Score Point 1 (out of 2 credits)

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“The fire nust be hot enough to 
keep the sap boiling...but not to hot to make it boil over”). The response does not provide a valid inference 
from the text to explain how Pa develops his claim that maple syrup must be watched carefully as it 
cooks in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods.” This response includes a complete sentence 
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
38

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (pa has to watch carefully that way 
when the syrup so when he gets the sugar back home so when the syrup is done they can have syrup and 
pancakes alltogther pa,the kid,dad).
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
38

Score Point 0 (out of 2 credits)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (It might burn or start a fire. Your fire 
alarm might go off. You don’t want to mess it up because you will have to build another one).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
39
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Possible Exemplary Response:
The two passages, “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” and “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill,” tell 
different stories that share the message that hard work has its own reward. The excerpts share this theme differently 
through talking about different aspects of the same topic, maple sap and its uses. In “Excerpt from Little House in 
the Big Woods” Laura and Mary’s Pa has given them pieces of maple sugar cakes to eat while he tells them the story 
of all the work that goes into making the maple sugar. But “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill,” just focuses on 
a specific aspect of the process – how much sap you need to make a gallon of syrup and how much sap you can get 
from a maple tree. 
“Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” begins the story explaining the kind of preparation needed before you 
can even begin to collect sap. “All winter,” Pa said, “Grandpa has been making wooden buckets and little troughs. 
He made them of cedar and white ash, for those woods won’t give a bad taste to the maple syrup.” We can see that 
anyone wanting to gather maple sap must have all the equipment ready and in good working order prior to the 
warmer weather in spring when the sap begins to flow. When the warm weather comes Grandpa “went into the maple 
woods and with the bit he bored a hole in each maple tree, and he hammered the round end of the little trough into 
the hole, and he set a cedar bucket on the ground under the flat end.” As the sap is flowing Grandpa needs to set up 
his system for boiling the sap. He has a kettle hanging between two trees with a bonfire ready to boil the sap. All this 
effort indicates the Grandpa has already put many hours into the project before he even has any sap to boil. When the 
sap has been collected and is cooking in the kettle Grandpa is paying close attention to the sap: “Grandpa watches it 
carefully. The fire must be hot enough to keep the sap boiling, but not hot enough to make it boil over.” He is soon 
ready for the final step. “The instant the sap is graining, Grandpa jumps to the fire and rakes it all out from beneath 
the kettle. Then as fast as he can, he ladles the thick syrup into the milk pans that are standing ready. In the pans the 
syrup turns to cakes of hard, brown, maple sugar.” The story of all the work that Grandpa has done illustrates that the 
reward of maple sugar is certainly worth the effort he has put in to preparing, gathering, and making the maple sugar. 
In contrast, the “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” is centered on the boiling of the syrup and the quantities 
of syrup we could expect to see if we decided to make our own maple syrup. In the first paragraph of the story, we 
see Marly watching the sap cook while her father is more concerned with the possible final product. Mr. Chris has 
already told them they need about forty gallons of sap to get just one gallon of syrup. “How many gallons will one 
tree give?” Daddy asked, and Marly knew why he wanted to know. On Maple Hill there were about fifty maple trees. 
She could practically see Daddy’s arithmetic getting ready to start working.” Mr. Chris answers “An average tree 
will give twenty gallons in a season,” but then goes on to talk about an old tree in his back pasture. “I’ve got one old 
tree, up by the pasture fence, that we hang six buckets on. That tree is five feet through, and I’ve known it to give us 
over two hundred and forty gallons of sap in one season.” From this we develop the idea that some trees are more 
productive than others. Throughout the excerpt we are seeing the reward of hard work with the understanding of just 
how much syrup we can expect for our effort. In conclusion, both “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” and 
“Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill,” illustrate the reward of working hard. They each tell a different story about 
what it takes to have your own home-made maple syrup and maple sugar. 

Possible Details to Include:
	• Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 4-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
39
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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GUIDE PAPER 1c
Score Point 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (A 
common theme shared by “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” and “Excerpt from Little House in the 
Big Woods” is that you can learn many things listening to your elders. In both stories we have young kids 
listening to someone older explain the facts about and steps to take so you can make maple tree sap into 
something good to eat). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts (that 
there is more to making maple sugar than just boilng the sap, you need to be ready with the tools you need 
to gather the sap first; As we can learn from the story Pa is telling there are many things Grandpa has to do 
so the family can enjoy the maple sugar; This proves that Mr. Chris has been making maple syrup for a long 
time and know a lot about maple trees and syrup making; This tells me that I can learn alot from listening 
to or reading stories from older people). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details 
from the texts (“All winter,” Pa said, “Grandpa has been making wooden buckets and little troughs. He 
made them of cedar and white ash, for those woods won’t give a bad taste to the maple syrup.”; When the 
time comes for the sap to begin moving through the trees Grandpa has to prepare the trees by making a hole 
and attaching the trough to the tree with the bucket underneath collecting the sap; “Every day Grandpa 
puts on his boots and his warm coat and his fur cap and he goes out into the snowy woods and gathers the 
sap. With a barrel on a sled, he drives from tree to tree and empties the sap from the buckets into the barrel. 
Then he hauls it to a big iron kettle, that hangs by a chain from a cross-timber between two trees.”; “The 
fire must be hot enough to keep the sap boiling, but not hot enough to make it boil over.”; “The instant 
the sap is graining, Grandpa jumps to the fire and rakes it all out from beneath the kettle. Then as fast as 
he can, he ladles the thick syrup into the milk pans that are standing ready. In the pans the syrup turns to 
cakes of hard, brown, maple sugar.”; Mr. Chris has to “boil away forty gallons of Sap to make one little 
gallon of syrup.”; “How many gallons will one tree give?” “An average tree will give twenty gallons in a 
season,” Mr. Chris said. “That’s usually a half gallon of syrup.”; “I’ve got one old tree, up by the pasture 
fence, that we hang six buckets on. That  tree is five feet through, and I’ve known it to give us over two 
hundred and forty gallons of sap in one season.”), and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. The 
response exhibits clear, purposeful organization. The response skillfully links ideas using grade-appropriate 
words and phrases (In both stories, First in, Pa begains his story, The next steps, As we can learn from the 
story, One of the first things, They also learn, This proves that, This tells me, To conclude). The response 
uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response 
provides a concluding statement that follows clearly from the topic and information presented (To conclude, 
both “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” and “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” are talking 
about the same topic but each of these excerpts give us different information and we learn many useful things 
about maple trees, maple syrup and maple sugar fromlistenting to the stories our elders are telling us). 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (suryp, nieghbor, 
begains, boilng, differnet, obvously, alot, from there nieghbor, can eat there maple sugar, fromlistenting, 
punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 2a                       Additional
39
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GUIDE PAPER 2b                       Additional

Score Point 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (The 
theme shared between “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” and “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple 
Hill” is no matter the place, time, or area you live in you can still get good results from working hard. The 
excerpts develop the theme differently because they focus on different parts of the process of making maple 
sugar or syrup). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts (The hard 
work starts long before its time to collect the sap Grandpa uses; This illustrates how early grandpa begins 
to plan for the warm weather when the sap begins to move; So all the time and effort grangpa has put in 
over the cold winter into preparing to collect the sap, collecting the sap, and boiling the sap finally pays 
off with finished cakes of maple sugar that can be eaten by children, or used to make other foods sweeter; 
doesn’t focus on the steps in making maple surup, instead it is about the numbers involved in the process). 
The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (“All winter,” Pa said, 
“Grandpa has been making wooden buckets and little troughs. He made them of cedar and white ash, for 
those woods won’t give a bad taste to the maple syrup.”; “into the the maple woods and with the bit he 
bored a hole in each maple tree, and he hammered the round end of the little trough into the hole, and he 
set a cedar bucket on the ground under the flat end; “Every day Grandpa puts on his boots and his warm 
coat and his fur cap and he goes out into the snowy woods and gathers the sap. With a barrel on a sled, 
he drives from tree to tree and empties the sap from the buckets into the barrel.”; “The instant the sap is 
graining, Grandpa jumps to the fire and rakes it all out from beneath the kettle. Then as fast as he can, he 
ladles the thick syrup into the milk pans that are standing ready. In the pans the syrup turns to cakes of hard, 
brown, maple sugar.”; “How many gallons will one tree give?” Daddy asked … “An average tree will give 
twenty gallons in a season,” Mr. Chris said. “That’s usually a half gallon of syrup.”; “Mr. Chris said he 
had to boil away forty gallons of sap to make one little gallon of syrup.”), and sustains the use of varied, 
relevant evidence. The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization. The response skillfully links ideas 
using grade-appropriate words and phrases (Overall, He does this, This illustrates, As soon as, After, Then, 
instead it is about). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-
specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement that follows clearly from the topic and 
information presented (Overall, “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” and “Excerpt from Miracles 
on Maple Hill” have given us different kinds of information, but bothe stories tell us that we can get good 
results from hard work). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few 
errors (tw, the the, grangpa, surup, there hard work, bothe, punctuation, capitalization). 



Page 60

GUIDE PAPER 3a
39
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
Score Point 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (A 
common theme shared by “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” and “Excerpt from Little House in the Big 
Woods” is sharing your knowledge with others. Each story has a character who shares the knowledge they 
have about turning malpe sap into maple syrup or maple sugar, but they do it in different ways). The response 
demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts (This lets the girls know that grandpa has 
a lot of knowledge about the best woods to use for different purposes; Grandpa has already shared his 
knowledge about maple sugar with Pa, and now Pa is sharing it with Laura and Mary; Marly’s dad already 
learned two things he didn’t know about maple trees before; Mr Chris seems to trust Marly and her dad so 
much that he is willing to share secret knowledge with them). The response develops the topic with relevant, 
well-chosen details from the texts (“All winter,” Pa said, “Grandpa has been making wooden bukets and 
little troughs. He made them of ceder and white ash, for those woods won’t give a bad taste to the maple 
syrup.”; “He empties the sap into the iron kettle. There is a big bonfire under the kettle, and the sap boils, 
and Grandpa watches it carefully. The fire must be hot enough to keep the sap boiling, but not hot enough 
to mak it boil over.”; “as fast as he can, he ladles the thick syrup into the milk pans that are standing ready. 
In the pans the syrup turns to cakes of hard, brown, maple sugar.”; “How many gallons will one tree give?” 
Daddy asked.” “An average tree will give twenty gallons in a season,” Mr. Chris said. “That’s usually a 
half gallon of syrup.”; “But there are trees--” Mr. Chris leaned forward as if he were telling a wonderful 
secret. “I’ve got one tree, up by the pasture fence, that we hang six buckets on. That tree is five feet through, 
and I’ve known it to give us over two hundred and forty gallons of sap in one season.”), and sustains the use 
of varied, relevant evidence. The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization. The response skillfully 
links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (Each story, He starts, Then he explains, From this, 
The last step, We can see). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and 
domain-specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement that follows clearly from the 
topic and information presented (In these two excerpts we can see that people are sharing there knowledge 
with others and it is making everyone happy. Mary and Laura are happy because they get to eat maple sugar 
and Marly’s dad is happy because now he knows how to make maple suryp). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (malpe, knoledge, sp, Granpa, bukets, ceder, 
mak, there knowledge, suryp, punctuation, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 4a
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GUIDE PAPER 4b
Score Point 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (A common 
theme shared by “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” and “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” 
is that no process is easy). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the 
texts (This shows that although when sap is sweet already, the process isn’t so bad but you can infer from the 
words, “and it won’t take so much”, that the sap that isn’t that sweet is a long and hard process and grandpa 
has to work hard through the process and it is not easy). The response develops the topic with relevant 
details from the texts (“‘The instant the sap is graining, Grandpa jumps to the fire and rakes it all out from 
beneath the kettle. Then as fast as he can, he ladles the thick syrup into the milk pans that are standing ready. 
In the pans the syrup turns to cakes of hard, brown, maple sugar.’”; “‘But for a maple tree, that’s young yet. 
Plenty of sap left for another hundred years’.... Mr. Chris opened the stove doors again and began shoving 
in more logs....‘When that tree dies,’ Mr. Chris said, ‘it’ll provide logs for another whole season of sugaring. 
Now that’s being of some use in the world, isn’t it? If a man could be as useful as that!’ He kicked the doors 
shut again with his big boot.”; ‘All winter,’ Pa said, ‘Grandpa has been making wooden buckets and little 
troughs. He made them of cedar and white ash, for those woods won’t give a bad taste to the maple syrup. 
‘He made dozens of them, and he made ten new wooden buckets. He had them all ready when the first warm 
weather came and the sap began to move in the trees.’”). The response exhibits clear organization. The 
response links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (the text says, this shows that, All of this 
proves, it shows). The response uses grade-appropriate, precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 
(a long and hard process and multitasking). The response provides a concluding statement that follows 
from the topic and information presented (All of this shows that a common theme shared by “Excerpt from 
Miracles on Maple Hill” and “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” is that no process is easy and 
they are protrayed differently because in “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” it shows that Mr. Chris 
multitasking, working and talking, to do his job and in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” it 
shows the grandpa really busy and doing nothing but his job). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 
command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (that,that; the these 
is developed differently in the excerpts is because; is is; protrayed;  punctuation; capitalization; run on 
sentences).
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GUIDE PAPER 5b                       Additional

Score Point 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The theme in 
“ Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill ” and “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods ” everything 
has it’s use). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (In 
text 1, […]  the theme is develope differently because it developed in the middle of the story. And in text 2, 
[…]  the theme is developed in the end of the story). The response develops the topic with relevant details 
from the texts (“Grampa has been making wooden buckets and little troughs for those woods won’t give a 
bad taste to the maple syrup; “ When that tree dies,” Mr. Chris said, “it’ll provide logs for anothor whole 
season of sugaring. Now that’s being of some use in the worls isn’t it ”; “ He made dozens of them, and 
he made ten new wooden buckets. He had them all ready when the first warm weather came and the sap 
began to move in the trees; “  Every day Grandpa puts on his boots and his warm coat and his fur capand 
he goes out into the snowy woods and gathers the sap.”; “ how many gallons will one tree give?, An 
average tree will give twenty gallons in a season ,” Mr. Chris said “ Thats usally a half gallon of syrup. 
Some seasons sap seems to be sweeter to srate with, and it won’t take so much.”; “ I’ve got an old tree, up 
by the pasture fence, that we hang six buckets on. That tree is five feet through, and I’ve know it to give us 
over two hundred and forty gallonsof syrup), and sustains the use of relevant evidence, with some lack of 
variety. The response exhibits clear organization. The response links ideas using grade-appropriate words 
and phrases (According to the text, The author states, and One example is). The response uses grade-
appropriate, precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response does not provide a concluding 
statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors 
that do not hinder comprehension (everything has it’s use, anothor, worls, develope, troughts, capand, 
Thats, usally, srate, gallonsof, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 6b
Score Point 3 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The theme 
of both theese stories I belive is working hard. In “Excerpt from Litte House in the Big Woods” Grandpa 
works very hard and In “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” it also shows the theme of working hard). 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (That is not an easy 
task but Grandpa seems to do it as much as he can; Grandpa, no matter how cold it is will always go out 
into the snow to collect his sap that shows hiws commitment to collecting sap; Daddy and Marly try very 
hard to find the perfect tree for sap this season). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with 
the use of some textual evidence (Grandpa works hard to make his wooden buckets for his maple syrup Pa 
even says “All winter” meaning he has been working on the buckets all winter and Grandpa always goes 
into the woods, hammers the trees down, then collects the sap), some of which may be irrelevant (Another 
reason Daddy and Marly work hard is when they found out they are getting a tree that produces over two 
hundred gallons of sap they could not be any happier and they happy because they have worked so hard 
and now have a chance to get a lot of sap which has been their dream for a long time). The response 
exhibits some attempt at organization. The response links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases 
(Another example, Lastly, Another reason). The response uses grade-appropriate, precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary (is not an easy task, commitment to collecting sap). The response provides a 
concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented (This is why I belive the sharing 
theme of both of theese stories are working hard). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command 
of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (theese, belive, Litte, hiws, and 
they happy, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 7a
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GUIDE PAPER 7b

Score Point 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 
common theam in both storys is about maple srypup/maple tree and the shared love for it. But both of the 
storys talk about it in diffrent ways). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (In both 
storys, for example the first one is about like facts of a maple tree, and how it might be working with maple 
trees, like how they work. In the second story is about how surger cakes are made). The response develops 
the topic with relevant details from the texts (“An average tree will give twenty gallons in a season,” Mr. 
Chris said. That’s usually a half gallon of syrup. Some seasons sap seems to be sweeter to start with, and it 
won’t take so much. But there are trees— Mr. Chris leaned forward as if he were telling a wonderful secret.”; 
“But for a maple tree, that’s young yet. Plenty of sap left for another hundred years. . . .”; He made dozens 
of them, and he made ten new wooden buckets. He had them all ready when the first warm weather came 
and the sap began to move in the trees.”; “He empties the sap into the iron kettle. There is a big bonfire 
under the kettle, and the sap boils, and Grandpa watches it carefully. The fire must be hot enough to keep the 
sap boiling, but not hot enough to make it boil over.”; “Then he went into the maple woods and with the bit 
he bored a hole in each maple tree, and he hammered the round end of the little trough into the hole, and he 
set a cedar bucket on the ground under the flat end.”). The response exhibits some attempt at organization. 
The response links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (both of the storys, In the first story, In 
the second story, as it says, That shows, That’s how). The response inconsistently uses appropriate language 
and domain-specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from 
the topic and information presented (Both storys exprease the feelings of maple stryup/trees in diffrent ways, 
and there love for maple sryupe/maple trees. Thats how there theams were diffrent in both storys about 
maple stryup/maybe trees, and how there feelings were exprese). The response demonstrates emerging 
command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (theam, storys, srypup, diffrent, 
surger, sape, turing, syupe, that shoes him, secerts, develmuent, thats, hundread, delevlop, boild, syrup, 
delveload, secend, diffrently, somethng, Basicly, expriance, exprease, there love, stryup/maybe trees, there 
feelings, exprese, plurals, possessives, punctuation, capitalization, run on sentences).
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GUIDE PAPER 8b                       Additional

Score Point 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (A 
common theme shared by “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill” and “Excerpt from Little House in the Big 
Woods” is collecting sap from maple trees and making maple products. This theme is developed differently 
in each story because in “Excerpt from Little House in the Big Woods” the story shows the steps to make the 
maple syrup and maple sugar while in “Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill”  the story takes place while 
the sap is boiling into maple syrup). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (One 
reason that the common theme is sugaring is because both stories show that they are boiling the sap for 
maple syrup products). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual 
evidence (“ Mr. Chris said he had to boil away forty gallons of sap to make one little gallon of syrup.”; 
““When the sap has boiled down just enough, he fills the buckets with the syrup.”; ““Every day Grandpa 
puts on his boots and his warm coat and his fur cap and he goes out into the snowy woods and gathers the 
sap.”; “The sap in the pans at the back looked like water, just as it did in the buckets on the trees.”). The 
response exhibits some attempt at organization. The response links ideas using grade-appropriate words 
and phrases (One reason, This proves that, In summary). The response provides a concluding statement that 
follows generally from the topic and information presented (In summary, a common theme shared by the 
2 texts are sugaring. This thme was developed in differnt ways because one story shows all the steps and 
the other only shows one). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (ateps, thet, differnt, thme, punctuation)
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GUIDE PAPER 9b

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (A 
common theme that I think is shared is to work hard). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of 
the texts. The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence (“Mr. 
Chris said he has to boil away forty gallons of sap to make one little gallon of syrup.”; “Now thats being 
some use in the world, isn’t it? If a man could be as useful as that!”; “He made dozens of them, and he made 
ten new wooden buckets.”; “ Every’day Granpa puts on his boots and his warm coat and his fur cap and he 
goes out into the snowy woods and gathers the sap.”). The response exhibits some attempt at organization. 
The response inconsistently links ideas using words and phrases (For example, Another example, my last two 
examples). The response uses language that is predominantly copied directly from the texts. The response 
provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (Thats how 
I know what common theme is shared by Excerpt from Miracles on Maple Hill and Excerpt from Little house 
in the Big Woods). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional 
errors that do not hinder comprehension (Granpa, thats, punctuation, capitalization).



Page 74

GUIDE PAPER 10a
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GUIDE PAPER 10b
Score Point 1 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 
(A theme shared in both stories is trees and mayple syrup and how many things you can make out of 
mayple syurp). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (How the mayple syurp theme is 
developed differently in the story is how in the first text it is talking about how one tree can hold this amount 
of gallons another amount and the other is about how people make diferent things out of mayple syurp). 
The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional 
evidence (“The instant the sap is graining, Grandpa jumps to the fire and rakes it all out from beneath the 
kettle. Then as fast as he can, he ladles the thick syrup into the milk pans that are standing ready. In the pans 
the syrup turns to cakes of hard, brown, maple sugar.”; “No,” Pa said. “It’s called a sugar snow, because 
a snow this time of year means that men can make more sugar. You see, this little cold spell and the snow 
will hold back the leafing of the trees, and that makes a longer run of sap.”; How many gallons will one tree 
give?” Daddy asked, and Marly knew why he wanted to know. On Maple Hill there were about fifty maple 
trees. She could practically see Daddy’s arithmetic getting ready to start working; The sap in the pans at 
the back looked like water, just as it did in the buckets on the trees, but each pan nearer the front was more 
and more golden, because each one was closer to being real syrup. Mr. Chris said he had to boil away forty 
gallons of sap to make one little gallon of syrup). The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The 
response lacks the use of linking words and phrases. The response does not provide a concluding statement. 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not 
hinder comprehension (mayple, syurp, diferent, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 11                      Additional
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 
(In Both of these excerpt’s they talking about maple surup). The response demonstrates an attempt to use 
evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence which is generally invalid or irrelevant (marly 
Know’s a decet amount and to to the extent that she had to get told evrey thing therfore not like Laura and 
mary did). The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response inconsistently links ideas using 
words and phrases (In both, to the extent, As you can see). The response uses language that is imprecise or 
inappropriate for the texts and task. The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally 
from the topic and information presented (both of these amazing excerpts had Some things in comon and 
some thongs not as much). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (excerpt’s, they talking,  surup, diffence’s, know’s, decet, 
to to, evrey thing, therfore, comon, punctuation, capitalization).
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 credits)

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (the 
theme they share is maple syrup). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (they are both 
different becaus one is about how much the tree’s give and another is about getting the stuff and cooking 
it). The response exhibits no evidence of organization. The response exhibits no use of linking words and 
phrases. The response uses language that is imprecise for the texts and task. The response does not provide 
a concluding statement. The response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 credits)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task (Exxcerpt From Miracles On Maple 
Hill And Excerpt From Little House In The Big Woods Are The Same Thing But Same Idea From The Story 
And Different Story From Both Of The Stories).
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GUIDE PAPER 14                       Additional
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Score Point 0 (out of 4 credits)

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task (the season maters because in 
the text it states its called a sugar snow because a snow time of means that men can make more sugar and 
anouther whole season of sugaring).
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