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GUIDE PAPER 1c

Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (Both “Excerpt from The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay 
Wilds” and “Only Gold” are stories about gold. However, the tone of the stories and the attitude charac-
ters have towards gold, varies). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (Rod has 
a hopeful attitude towards gold and doesn’t have a grain of doubt in his heart that the gold has finished; 
This attitude contributes to the tone of the story, as it gives it a feeling of determination and excitement; it is 
evident that the boy has greed in his heart; Both stories have a determined tone in the beginning of the story; 
Towards the end of the story, however, this feeling transforms into doubt; In “Only Gold,” there is a deter-
mined tone and a greedy tone, which then changes to regret when the boy’s pebbles turns into a large moun-
tain of gold that the boy is unable to take home). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen 
details from the texts (“For no moment did he doubt it; not for an instant did he fear that there might be no 
more gold in the sand and gravel from which Wabigoon’s nugget had come.”; “... ‘I will return, when I have 
enough of these,’ pointing to a large collection which was already higher than his head.”; “Perhaps he had 
chosen an unlucky spot, where the gold had not settled! He moved his position...”; “The days glided into 
weeks, and still he fed upon the berries and gathered the golden pebbles... ‘I shall soon be able to travel and 
see the world,’ said the youth to himself every day as the pile of gold grew higher...”; when Wabi, Rod, and 
Mukoki have only found one tiny dot of gold after a whole day of work; when the boy’s pebbles turns into a 
large mountain of gold that the boy is unable to take home), and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. 
The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to create 
a unified whole and enhance meaning (However, In the beginning, This detail shows, as it also, An example 
of this, While, as well as, For example, Towards the end, which then, All in all). The response establishes 
and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domain-spe-
cific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (varies, grain of doubt, determination and excitement, evident, 
greed, intertwined, transforms, regret, unable to take home). The response provides a concluding statement 
that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and information presented (All in all, “Excerpt from 
The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay Wilds” and “Only Gold” the attitude 
characters have towards gold, contribute towards the tone of the story. Both stories have similarities and 
differences, as well as a determined tone, but in “Only Gold” it’s shared with greed, and in “Excerpt from 
The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay Wilds” it’s shared with excitement). The 
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 2b                       Additional

Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (Ones attitude can show a lot about their personality, hopes, dreams, and maybe even future. 
How you act reflects a lot on your actions, and can either result in sucsess or failure. The characters attitudes 
toward gold in “Excerpt from The Gold Hunterss: A Story Of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay wilds” 
and “Only Gold”, contribute to the tone of each story by showing the characters intentions). The response 
demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (When Roderick found that there was gold to be found he told 
his companions. His attitude was to share amonst themselves and noty only to himself; when there was no 
more left he realized that gold cant help anyone; that they are both determined, they both have dreams; This 
character explains that gold can give you welath and fortune, he doesnt view it as a neccisity; He treated 
them more of as a neecsicity and less of a passion). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-
chosen details from the texts (“ perhaps he had chosen an unlucky spot, where the gold had not settled. He 
moved his position, and noticed that Wabigoon had done the same...taking off their boots both rod and Wabi 
joined the old pathfinder in midstream.”; “ his father had ceases to send messengers to him, knowing that 
nothing but a long experience would teach his child the value of lifes many blessings, and that gold alone 
hhas no power to bless us.”; “ for no moment did he doubtt it; not for an instatnt did he fear that there might 
be no more gold in the sand and gravel”; “...his reply to the messenger was, i will return, when i have enough 
of these.”; “ as Roderick Drew, a child of the civillization where the dollar is the law as well a smight, return 
to the exciting work which promised him a fortune he seemed to be in a half dream.”; “but the love for his 
golden stones was paramount to the wishes of kindred, and the unnumbered comforts of a happy home.”), 
and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful 
use of appropriate and varied transitions to create a unified whole and enhance meaning (Attitude can show 
a lot about a characters intentions, However, The similarities, Although, In conclusion). The response 
establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and 
domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice (They are both determined, their differences also 
divide them, presue his passion). The response provides a concluding statement that is compelling and 
follows clearly from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, attitude and ton is cricial for how 
a story unfolds. Although the characters had many differences they also shhared many similarities. Tone 
shows the reader what the characters inetntion is). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command 
of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Ones attitude, sucsess, Hunterss, 
characters intentions, Excerot, Hudsn, amonst, noty, didnt, had ceases, lifes, hhas, similarties, doubtt, 
instatnt, dtermined, Simialar, rigjt, materlestic, wealh, civillization, smight, doesnt, neccisity, impportance, 
presue, cricial, shhared, inetntion, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 3c
Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt from 
The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay Wilds” and “Only Gold, the characters 
attidues toward gold contribute to the tone of each story. There are many similarties and differences between 
the tones of the stories and they identify both how each of the characters feel). The response demonstrates 
insightful analysis of the texts (they both show how greedy they are for gold and they only think about 
themselves when trying to get it; after being only concered about the gold, and how he didn’t care about the 
family he had to learn his lesson by the gold being taken away; he didn’t realize how he cocky he was; he 
was more selfish with thwe gold; he was selfish because he only wanted it for himself and didn’t care about 
nobody). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (But the love of 
his golden stones was paramount to the wishes of kindred,1 and the unnumbered comforts of a happy home; 
About him, everywhere, was gold! For no moment did he doubt it; not for an instant did he fear that there 
might be no more gold in the sand and gravel from which Wabigoon’s nugget had come; Must he return with 
not even one golden pebble? For he had gathered them all—not one was in sight, no more were to be found; 
For a short time Rod’s hopes were at their lowest ebb. Was it possible that there was no more gold, that the 
three adventurers of long ago had discovered a “pocket” here, and worked it out? The thought had been 
growing in his head. Now it worried him; Treasure was in the very sandbar under his feet! It was out there 
among the rocks, where the water beat itself angrily into sputtering froth; it was under the fall, and down in 
the chasm, everywhere, everywhere about him; His spirits rose after the cravings of hunger were satisfied, 
and he lay down again by his precious pile of stones), and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence. The 
response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (There 
are many similar things, in addition, In conclusion). The response establishes and maintains a formal style 
using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement that 
is compelling and follows clearly from the topic and information presented (in conclusion there are many 
differences and similarties between the two stories about gold. Both of them loved it so much and it got taken 
away from them and how they had to learn their lessons about it. They put it over family, wasted money and 
wasted time. As you can see their attitudes change at the end of theit story and realize their mistakes). The 
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (attidues, similarties, 
didn’t think that nothing, concered, thwe, didn’t care about nobody, theit, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 4b

Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Many people 
are in search for gold and when they find gold some become greedy and they want more. Gold is very 
valuable and although it is considered rare many people look for it. In “Excerpt from The Gold Hunters: A 
Story of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay Wilds” and “Only Gold,” the characters’ attitudes toward 
gold contributes to the tone of each story). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the 
texts (The boy in “only gold” is blessed by what he has been given but isn’t grateful for it; the boy is greedy 
and he isn’t grateful for what he has been blessed with; they are worried and desperate to find more of the 
gold; he is hopeless and has given up; unlike Adams that there is still a possible chance of hope whereas The 
boy has given up completely). The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“and his 
reply to the messenger was, “I will return, when I have enough of these,” pointing to a large collection which 
was already higher than his head”; “Was it possible that there was no more gold, that the three adventurers 
of long ago had discovered a “pocket” here, and worked it out? The thought had been growing in his head. 
Now it worried him”; “Must he return with not even one golden pebble? For he had gathered them all—not 
one was in sight, no more were to be found; “But not until they could no longer see the gleaming mica in 
their pans did the three cease work. Wet to the waist, tired, and with sadly-shattered dreams they returned 
to their camp”; “His golden dream of travel was over, and, worse, the freshness and buoyancy of youth had 
departed. His limbs, alas! were stiff and sore”; “For a short time Rod’s hopes were at their lowest ebb”), and 
sustains the use of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety. The response exhibits clear organization, 
with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (The way the authors make the characters 
think about gold changes the tone of the story, The tones that the authors use are very similar, Although the 
tones are similar they are also different, In conclusion). The response establishes and maintains a formal 
style using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response provides a concluding statement 
that follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion that although gold is valuable you 
should be grateful for it and not take it for granted.In “Excerpt from The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and 
Adventure in the Hudson Bay Wilds” and “Only Gold,” the characters’ attitudes toward gold contributes 
to the tone of each story). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (in is desperate, “only gold”, anymore, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 5b                       Additional

Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt 
from The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay Wilds” and “Only Gold”, both 
characters try to pursue gold. In both stories, their desire towards gold becomes something of an obsession 
that causes problems. While Rod’s has a depressing tone, “Only Gold”’s has a sentimental and surprising 
tone; both protagonist’s failures in hunting or maintaining gold leads to a depressing tone in both stories). 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (the character’s obsession with gold 
leads them to disappointment, which is a common theme in both stories; the child in “Only Gold” finds his 
pile of gold to be melted together, which leads him to be saddened, contributing to the tone of the last few 
paragraph; Rod cannot seem to find any gold, leading to a depressing tone for the story that constantly shows 
disappointment and failure). The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“Must he 
return with not even one golden pebble? For he had gathered them all—not one was in sight, no more were 
to be found.”; “For a short time Rod’s hopes were at their lowest ebb. Was it possible that there was no more 
gold, that the three adventurers of long ago had discovered a “pocket” here, and worked it out?”; “Five 
minutes, ten, fifteen of them passed, and Rod found no gold.”; “‘I shall soon be able to travel and see the 
world,’ said the youth to himself every day as the pile of gold grew higher;”), and sustains the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of variety. The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate 
transitions to create a unified whole (Firstly, Furthermore, In conclusion, While, To begin, Meanwhile, All 
in all, As you can see). The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary (obsession, protagonist’s). The response provides a concluding statement that 
follows from the topic and information presented (As you can see, both stories have a different tone for a 
majority of the story. However, both stories have a depressing tone. Both of the stories feature characters 
who are obsessed with gold). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 
occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (details show show, Gold”’s).
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GUIDE PAPER 6c

Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In this essay 
to be talking about the two storys “Excert from The Gold Hunters: A story of Life and Adventure in the 
Hudson Bay Wilds” by James Oliver Curwood and “only Gold” by Mrs. J.S. Adams. I’ll be explaining 
how the characters attitudes toward gold contribute to the tone of each story. Then I’ll describe the similar 
tones of the stories, describe what is different about the tone of the stories. And then i’ll conclude the essay). 
The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (the characters attitude makes the tone 
more arrigant and make him seem like a stuck up person and the characters are so selfish). The response 
partially develops the topic of the essay with some textual evidence (“He awoke one morning to find his 
huge mountain of gold one solid mass.”; “Mukoki came across to join them. out among the rocks he had 
found a fleck of gold no larger than the head of a pin, and this new sign gave them all fresh enthusiasm”; 
“The household mourned much for their absent brother.”; “In those first five minutes of treasure seeking 
no words were spoken.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions 
to create a unified whole (In both stories, In the other text, The similaritys, The differences, In conclusion). 
The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-
specific vocabulary (stuck up person). The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the 
topic and information presented (In conclusion, I talked about the characters attitude towards gold, I talked 
about the similar tones of the stories, then the differences of tones in both stories then i just concluded my work 
thats supported by quotations from the passage). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (storys, Excert, characters attitudes, 
arrigant, make him seem, similaritys, thats supported, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 7
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Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Both stories 
are very similar and very different at the same time. They both have a tone that ends up being grim in the 
end and light in the start). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (gold hunters 
have a sense of defeat because they couldn’t find a pocket of gold so they could’ve gone home and Only gold 
had a sense of dissapointment because the son couldn come home due to not having any golden pebbles). 
The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence (in gold hunters 
Rod was lured by The lure of gold and went gold hunting and the son found all the golden pebbles) and uses 
relevant evidence with inconsistency. The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent 
use of transitions (They both, For example, WHile). The response does not provide a concluding statement. 
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not 
hinder comprehension (where is was dark, dissapointment, couldn, capitalization, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 8b                       Additional

Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (“Excerpt 
from The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and Adventure on the Hudson Bay Wilds” and “Only Gold” both 
hav characters with strong feelings towards gold). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of 
the texts (the main character is greedy with his gold. He cherishes it and is always wanting more; He 
doesn’t realize how hard it is to be on his own and leaves his family selfishly without thinking realistically 
about why he needs them more than he needs gold; doesn’t realize that it would be like to go without it 
until it is gone and takes his family and their care for him for granted). The response partially develops 
the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence and uses relevant evidence with inconsistency 
(the character takes for granted that he surrounded by gold and truly believes it will never run out and 
the main character in “Excerpt from The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and Adventure in the Hudson Bay 
Wilds” goes from excitement to worry and defeat). The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with 
inconsistent use of transitions (These stories are similar because, The tone of these stories are different). 
The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-
specific vocabulary. The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (hav, 
he surrounded by, doesnt, charactr, characters struggle, Onl).
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GUIDE PAPER 9
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Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 
characters attitudes towards gold in “Only Gold” and “Excerpt from The Gold Hunters: A Story of Life and 
Adventure in the Hudson Bay Wilds” contributed to the tone of the stories). The response demonstrates a 
literal comprehension of the texts (they both were prideful about finding gold but didn’t realize that there are 
always obstacles and they were both anxious on getting their hands on gold). The response demonstrates an 
attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence (“The days glided into 
weeks, and still he fed upon the berries and gathered the golden pebbles.”), which is generally irrelevant. 
The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (Their similiarities 
were, Their differences were, Both stories, Both characters). The response establishes but fails to maintain 
a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response does not 
provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, 
with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (characters attitudes, similiarities, anxious on, On 
the story).
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GUIDE PAPER 10
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Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (In 
“Excerpt from the Gold Hunters” the tone that the author is trying to make you feel is a nervous feeling […] 
In “A story of Life and Adventure” it has a sad tone to the story beause they are talking about how someone 
died and they feel very depressed and sad about it). The response demonstrates little understanding of 
the texts (in the story they were talking about someone digging and digging for gold and the author is 
showing how you can feel empty if you have lost someone important to you). The response demonstrates 
an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence, which is generally 
invalid. The response exhibits little attempt at organization (Also, Second, In conclusion). The response 
lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise (make you feel nervous). The response provides 
a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, 
these are some ways how these two stories have simlair tone to them). The response demonstrates grade-
appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (beause, 
some ways how, simlair, punctuation).
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Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 
(in both stories the characters want gold). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts 
(First one of the stories is about spending your whole life only to try to get wealthy while the other one 
is about seeking wealth). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas 
with minimal, occasional evidence (they both are trying to get gold and they both try to get something and 
come back with nothing), which is generally irrelevant. The response exhibits little attempt at organization 
(There are a few things that are similer […] There are are a few diffrent things). The response lacks a formal 
style, using language that is imprecise for the texts and task. The response does not provide a concluding 
statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 
not hinder comprehension (similer, There are are, diffrent, punctuation, capitalization).
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Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (The 
tone and mood for both stories is like a sad tone and mode). The response demonstrates little understanding 
of the texts (both texts talk about losing someone & rembering the good times they had with each other 
and giving a meaning, under standing, & telling & showing how much effective they were). The response 
provides no evidence. The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response lacks a formal style, 
using language that is imprecise for the texts and task (like a sad tone, &). The response does not provide a 
concluding statement. The response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors 
that hinder comprehension (rembering, under standing, sentence structure).
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GUIDE PAPER 13c

Score Credit 0 (out of 4 credits)
This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task [?? ????? ???? ???? ?????? ????? 
? ?? ??? ???. ?? ???? ????? ?? ???? ?????? ?? ? ???????? ???. ???? ? ???? ?? ? ??? ?? ?? ??????? 
? ?? ???? ????? ? ??? ?? ?????? ? ?? ?????? ??? ?? ? ????? ? ?? ?? ????? ??? ? ? ????? ???. ?? ? 
???? ?? ?? “Only those who have lived in this quest and who have pursued that elusive ignis fatuus1 of all 
nations—the lure of gold—can realize the sensations which stir the blood and heat the brain of the treasure 
seeker as he dips his pan into the sands of the stream where he believes nature has hidden her wealth. As 
Roderick Drew, a child of that civilization where the dollar is law as well as might, returned to the exciting 
work which promised him a fortune he seemed to be in a half dream. About him, everywhere, was gold! For 
no moment did he doubt it; not for an instant did he fear that there might be no more gold in the sand and 
gravel from which Wabigoon’s nugget had come. Treasure was in the very sandbar under his feet! It was 
out there among the rocks, where the water beat itself angrily into sputtering froth; it was under the fall, 
and down in the chasm, everywhere, everywhere about him. In one month John Ball and his companions 
had gathered twenty-seven pounds of it, a fortune of nearly seven thousand dollars! And they had gathered 
it here! Eagerly he scooped up a fresh pan of the precious earth. He heard the swish-swish of the water 
in Wabigoon’s and Mukoki’s pans. But beyond this there were no sounds made by them.” ? ?? ?? ?? “The 
next day at noon his parents sent a messenger to him, bidding him return. But the love of his golden stones 
was paramount to the wishes of kindred,1 and the unnumbered comforts of a happy home; and his reply to 
the messenger was, “I will return, when I have enough of these,” pointing to a large collection which was 
already higher than his head. At nightfall hunger seized him. He felt too weary to go in search of food, but 
the demand of nature asserted its claim, and he dragged himself to a field nearby, where grew berries and 
fruits in abundance. His spirits rose after the cravings of hunger were satisfied, and he lay down again by 
his precious pile of stones.” ? ?? “The household mourned much for their absent brother. They missed him 
in their daily joys, and every hour they watched, waited, and hoped to see him return. They almost rejoiced 
when the bleak winds of autumn swept the foliage from the trees, because they could look farther down the 
road for their brother.” ? ??? ???? ????? ?? “Mukoki came across to join them. Out among the rocks he 
had found a fleck of gold no larger than the head of a pin, and this new sign gave them all fresh enthusiasm. 
Taking off their boots both Rod and Wabi joined the old pathfinder in midstream. But each succeeding pan 
added to the depressing conviction that was slowly replacing their hopes. The shadows in the chasm began 
growing longer and deeper. Far overhead the dense canopies of red pine shut out the last sun-glow of day, 
and the gathering gloom between the mountains gave warning that in this mysterious world of the ancient 
cabin the dusk of night was not far away. But not until they could no longer see the gleaming mica in their 
pans did the three cease work. Wet to the waist, tired, and with sadly-shattered dreams they returned to their 
camp. For a short time Rod’s hopes were at their lowest ebb. Was it possible that there was no more gold, 
that the three adventurers of long ago had discovered a “pocket” here, and worked it out? The thought had 
been growing in his head. Now it worried him.” ? ??? ????? ????? ?? ? ?? ????? ???, ??? ???????? ??? 
???? ?????. ? ?? ? ??? ??? ??? ??? ?? ??? ???. ???? ? ???? ?? ? ??? ??? :) ].
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Score Credit 0 (out of 4 credits)
This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task (In the “Gold Hunter” it has the 
main character who has).
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