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Note to Scorers

You may notice that questions in these scoring materials appear with a bracketed credit 
value showing the respective number of credits. An example of what the bracketed 
credit value looks like is provided below for your reference.
	 Example: Stem of the question. [1]
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It is recommended that prior to scoring student responses to a specific question, raters should review the 
entire cluster, including all associated stimuli (e.g., reading passages, data tables, graphs, and diagrams).

Constructed-Response Science Scoring Policies

1.	 Examples of acceptable responses are provided; however, other scientifically accurate responses that 
demonstrate adequate knowledge may receive credit. Raters must use their professional judgment to 
decide if the student’s response meets the criteria. 

2.	 If the student provides a response that contains errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, or punctuation, 
the student should still receive credit, provided the errors do not affect the scientific accuracy of the 
response.

3.	 If the student provides a response that contains a correct answer along with extraneous information, the 
student should still receive credit, provided the extraneous information does not negate or contradict the 
correct response. 

4.	 For questions with multiple components (e.g., a technology enhanced portion and a constructed-response 
portion), students must answer all components correctly to receive credit. 

5.	 Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session leaves an entire 
constructed-response question completely blank (no response attempted).  This is not to be confused 
with a score of zero wherein the student does respond to part or all of the question, but that work results 
in a score of zero. 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
3
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
4
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ILS Training 1
4

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation addresses an increase in the cowbird population, an increase in the energy available 

to the coyotes, and the fact that coyotes eat cowbirds.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 2
4

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation addresses an increase in the cowbird population and an increase in the energy 

available to the coyotes. It implies that coyotes eat cowbirds because of the use of the phrase “food 
options”.

This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 3
4

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation addresses an increase in the cowbird population and an increase in the energy 

available to the coyotes. It implies that coyotes eat cowbirds because of the use of the word “prey”.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
4

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation correctly addresses an increase in the cowbird population; however, it then focuses 

on the wood thrush and how changes in its population would affect the energy available to the 
coyotes.

This response is insufficient for credit because it does not address how the change to the cowbird 
population would affect the energy available for coyotes.
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ILS Training 5
4

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation correctly addresses an increase in the cowbird population and an increase in the 

energy available to the coyotes; however, it does not use the food web model to explain the link 
between cowbirds and coyotes.

This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete explanation.
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ILS Training 6
4

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation correctly addresses the link between cowbirds and coyotes; however, it does not 

include how the cowbird population and the energy available to the coyotes changed.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete explanation.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
7
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
9
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ILS Training 1
9

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation implies that sound needs a medium through which to travel.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 2
9

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation implies that sound needs a medium through which to travel.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 3
9

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation implies that sound needs a medium through which to travel.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
9

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a limited understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation inaccurately specifies the medium needed for sound to travel as oxygen only. It 

also incorrectly describes the effect of gravity on sound transmission and incorrectly implies the 
existence of sound in space.

This response is insufficient for credit due to an incorrect explanation.
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ILS Training 5
9

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates no overall understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation does not address why sound cannot travel in space.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete explanation.
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ILS Training 6
9

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates no overall understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The explanation does not address why sound cannot travel in space.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete explanation.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
11
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
16
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
17
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ILS Training 1
17

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Gravitational force is identified as being weaker than the electric force.
•	 The supporting evidence that the generator was able to “push the metal tins off” indicates a change 

in motion.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 2
17

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Gravitational force is identified as being weaker than the electric force.
•	 The supporting evidence that the tins “sperated in differnt ways” indicates a change in motion.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 3
17

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Gravitational force is identified as being weaker than the electric force.
•	 The supporting evidence that the tins “fell” upwards indicates a change in motion.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
17

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a limited understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Gravitational force is identified as being weaker than the electric force.
•	 The supporting evidence focuses on the time when the generator was off instead of the time when 

the generator was turned on, as specified in the claim.
This response is insufficient for credit due to insufficient evidence.
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ILS Training 5
17

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Gravitational force is identified as being weaker than the electric force.
•	 The supporting evidence incorrectly states that the tins “stayed in the air”, which implies that they 

were still and that there was no change in motion.
This response is insufficient for credit due to incorrect evidence.
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ILS Training 6
17

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Gravitational force is identified as being weaker than the electric force.
•	 The response incorrectly states that the tins are “not longer affected by gravity” and does not provide 

evidence for a change in motion.
This response is insufficient for credit due to incorrect evidence.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
22
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ILS Training 1
22

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The models are correctly completed.
•	 The explanation addresses that receiving DNA from two parents results in greater variation.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 2
22

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The models are correctly completed.
•	 The explanation addresses that receiving a mix of genes from two parents results in greater variation.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 3
22

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The models are correctly completed.
•	 The explanation implies receiving “diffrent gentics” from two parents results in greater variation.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
22

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a limited understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The models are correctly completed.
•	 The explanation does not specify that genetics, DNA, traits, chromosomes, or genes are inherited 

from each parent.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete explanation.
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ILS Training 5
22

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The models are correctly completed.
•	 The explanation does not indicate what happens during pollination to increase variation.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete explanation.
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ILS Training 6
22

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The models are correctly completed.
•	 The explanation does not specify that the chromosomes that “add together” come from different 

parents, which results in more variation.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete explanation.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
23
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
25
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
35
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ILS Training 1
35

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The description provided identifies the age pattern seen and how it shows past plate motion.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 2
35

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The description provided identifies the age pattern seen and how it shows past plate motion.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 3
35

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The description provided identifies the age pattern seen, and the use of the term “divergent” implies 

past plate motion.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
35

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The description provided includes the past plate motion, but it does not identify the age pattern seen.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete description.
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ILS Training 5
35

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The description provided identifies the age pattern seen, but it fails to link that pattern to past plate 

motion.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete description.
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ILS Training 6
35

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The description provided includes the past plate motion, but mentions the “lines” without identifying 

the age pattern seen.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete description.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
38
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ILS Training 1
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 A description of molten rock rising up and forming new rock is provided.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 2
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 A description of molten rock rising up (as lava) and cooling off to form new rock is provided.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 3
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 A description of molten rock rising up (as volcanic eruptions) and cooling to form new rock is 

provided.
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
38

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The response names molten rock as the material that creates the rocks of the ocean floor, but it does 

not describe a process that cycles.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete description.
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ILS Training 5
38

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 A description of molten rock rising is provided, but it does not include the the cycling of materials.
This response is insufficient for credit due to an incomplete description.
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ILS Training 6
38

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates no overall understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The response uses text from the model title and question but does not answer the question.
This response is insufficient for credit because it does not answer the question.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
39
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
40
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ILS Training 1
40

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The provided evidence indicates a color change and production of a solid (when heated).
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 2
40

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The provided evidence indicates a color change and production of a solid (when heated).
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 3
40

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Color change is identified, but because not all parts of the egg changed color and no part of the egg 

is specified, this portion of the response was not enough for credit. However, the provided evidence 
indicates the production of a solid (when heated).

This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
40

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 Because nearly all of the observations from the table are provided, it is not possible to know which 

is being provided as evidence of chemical change.
This response is insufficient for credit due to lack of specific evidence.
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ILS Training 5
40

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The physical change of the shell breaking is incorrectly provided as evidence of chemical change, 

and the discussion of chemical change does not include evidence from the table. 
This response is insufficient for credit due to lack of evidence.



Page 71

ILS Training 6
40

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 While the response indicates that a new substance was made, no evidence from the table is provided.
This response is insufficient for credit due to lack of evidence.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
46
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ILS Training 1
46

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 An acceptable difference between the D. rex and the boar is provided.
•	 An acceptable similarity between the D. rex and the giraffe is provided.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 2
46

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 An acceptable difference between the D. rex and the boar is provided.
•	 An acceptable similarity between the D. rex and the giraffe is provided.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 3
46

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 An acceptable difference between the D. rex and the boar is implied because of the comparative 

terms used, including “shorter”. 
•	 An acceptable similarity between the D. rex and the giraffe is provided. The additional information 

included in the response is correct and does not conflict with the acceptable similarity provided. 
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
46

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates an incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 An acceptable difference between the D. rex and the boar is provided.
•	 A similarity between the D. rex and the boar, rather than the giraffe, is provided.
This response is insufficient for credit because the provided similarity does not answer the question.
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ILS Training 5
46

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates no overall understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The provided difference between the D. rex and the boar is related to function and not the skeletons 

themselves.
•	 The provided similarity between the D. rex and the giraffe is related to function and not the skeletons 

themselves.
This response is insufficient for credit because it does not answer the question.
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ILS Training 6
46

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The provided difference between the D. rex and the boar is not specific enough and does not compare 

the skeletons.
•	 An acceptable similarity between the D. rex and the giraffe is provided.  
This response is insufficient for credit due to incorrect evidence for the provided difference.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
48
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ILS Training 1
48

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The provided description indicates how planting Acacia trees will give the giraffes enough food so 

their numbers do not decline.
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 2
48

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a clear understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The provided description indicates how planting Acacia trees will give the giraffes more habitat 

with the right food to survive so that populations balance. 
This response is complete and correct.
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ILS Training 3
48

Score Credit 1 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates a fair understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The provided description indicates how planting Acacia trees will give the giraffes enough food. 
This response is sufficient for credit.
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ILS Training 4
48

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The response provides a lot of information, but does not specify how giraffe populations are linked 

to Acacia trees.
This response is insufficient for credit because it does not answer the question.
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ILS Training 5
48

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates no overall understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The response uses text from the stimulus and question, but does not connect them to answer the 

question.
This response is insufficient for credit because it does not answer the question.
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ILS Training 6
48

Score Credit 0 (out of 1 credit)

This response demonstrates incomplete understanding of the concepts in the task.
•	 The response uses text from the stimulus, but does describe how restoring habitats protects giraffe 

population stability.
This response is insufficient for credit because it does not answer the question.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
50
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