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Mechanics of Rating 

The procedures on pages 2 and 3 are to be used in rating papers for this examination. More detailed 
directions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included 
in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in Global History and Geography II. 

 
Rating the CRQ (open-ended) Questions 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 
Introduction to the task— 

• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 
 

(2) The CRQ questions are to be scored by one rater. 
(3) The scores for each CRQ question must be recorded in the student’s examination booklet and on the 

student’s answer sheet. The letter identifying the rater must also be recorded on the answer sheet. 
(4) Record the total Part II score if the space is provided on the student’s Part I answer sheet. 

 
Rating the Enduring Issues Essay Question 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 

Introduction to the task— 
• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers— 
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task 
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the 

response to the rubric 
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary 

Practice scoring individually— 
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries  

provided 
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to 

actual rating 

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on 
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not  
correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind. 

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that  
differ by more than one point. 
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Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (CRQs,  
Enduring Issues Essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required  
number of times as specified in the rating guide, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are 
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale 
score has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer 
papers. 

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers, calculating a final 
score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining 
the student’s final examination score.  

The conversion chart for this examination is located at http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-
school-regents-examinations and must be used for determining the final examination score.
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Global History and Geography II (Grade 10) 
Part II Question-Specific Rubric 
Constructed Response Questions 

June 2022 

•

•

Document 1

Source: Raymond F. Betts, ed., The Scramble for Africa: Causes and Dimensions of Empire, D.C. Heath and Company, 1972 (adapted)

Africa in 1879 Africa in 1914

[control]

CRQ Set 1:

29 Explain the geographic context for the change shown on the maps of Africa between 1879 
and 1914. 

 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– European countries had industrialized and needed to get resources/new markets; 
– Europeans explored Africa to determine where resources were located/to determine where the 

headwaters of rivers were so they could control the resources in the interior; 
– Europeans desired fertile lands in Africa to grow cash crops; 
– to prevent conflict between themselves, Europeans set rules for establishing colonial territories 

in Africa at the Berlin Conference; 
– competition between European powers for empires/power/prestige led to a Scramble for Africa; 
– some African groups maintained their independence by resisting European encroachment on 

their lands; 
– improvements in maritime technology/medical advancements during the 1800s allowed for 

Europeans to travel to the interior of Africa; 
– European interest in Africa increased due to travel/adventure books written by explorers; 
– new technological advancements such as steam-powered ships/mechanized weapons aided the 

expansion of European imperialism; 
– the building of the Suez Canal improved trade on the east coast of Africa and helped extend 

British/European colonization 

•
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•

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– no one lived in the interior of Africa until the Europeans took over; 
– Europeans wanted Africa to start the trans-Atlantic slave trade; 
– fall of the Ottoman Empire; 
– Africa remained independent; 
– European imperialism in Africa ended in 1914;  
– there were raw materials; 
– the French controlled West Africa;  
– Belgian Congo; 
– Berlin Conference; 
– Scramble for Africa 

 
• No response 
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Document 2

E. D. Morel is a French-born British businessman and reformer who drew attention to imperial 
abuses. He worked for a London-based shipping company that did business with Belgium. He 
wrote extensively about the Congo. He wrote The Black Man’s Burden in 1920 as a reaction to 
Rudyard Kipling’s poem, “The White Man’s Burden.”

. .  .  For three centuries the white man seized and enslaved millions of Africans 
and transported them, with every circumstance of ferocious cruelty, across the 
seas. Still the African survived and, in his land of exile, multiplied exceedingly.

 But what the partial occupation of his soil by the white man has failed to 
do; what the mapping out of European political “spheres of infl uence” has 
failed to do; what the maxim and the rifl e, the slave gang, labour in the bowels 
of the earth and the lash, have failed to do; what imported measles, smallpox 
and syphilis have failed to do; what even the oversea slave trade failed to do, 
the power of modern capitalistic exploitation, assisted by modern engines of 
destruction, may yet succeed in accomplishing.

 For from the evils of the latter, scientifi cally applied and enforced, there is 
no escape for the African. Its destructive effects are not spasmodic [periodic]: 
they are permanent. In its permanence resides its fatal consequences. It kills 
not the body merely, but the soul. It breaks the spirit. It attacks the African 
at every turn, from every point of vantage. It wrecks his polity [government], 
uproots him from the land, invades his family life, destroys his natural pursuits 
and occupations, claims his whole time, enslaves him in his own home. . . .

Source: E. D. Morel, The Black Man’s Burden,
The National Labour Press, 1920

 
30 Based on this excerpt from The Black Man’s Burden, identify E. D. Morel’s point of view 

concerning the effect of European involvement in Africa. 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– he believed European imperialism was destructive/brought permanent harm to Africans; 
– he thought European imperialism/the trans-Atlantic slave trade harmed Africans; 
– Europeans hurt Africans by bringing in diseases/measles/smallpox/syphilis; 
– capitalist exploitation is the most destructive force used by Europeans in Africa; 
– industrial/modern engines assist Europe in conquering Africa like no other weapon has done in 

the past; 
– Europeans oppressed Africans; 
– imperialism wrecked African self-government/African polities; 
– European involvement has damaged African social/economic structure; 
– European involvement was cruel/bad/evil; 
– despite European cruelty Africans survived; 
– European involvement has made Africans slaves in their own home; 
– he felt that European involvement in Africa was a burden for the black man; 
– the evils inflicted by the Europeans were destructive to Africans/broke African spirits/harmed 

African souls; 
– there was no escape for Africans from European cruelty 

•

•
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•

Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– European involvement has killed everybody in Africa;  
– white men have failed to occupy Africa;  
– Europeans have assisted with modern engines in Africa;  
– multiplied exceedingly;  
– Africans failed to fight back;  
– it is an outsider/European point of view;  
– it is dangerous;  
– Europeans have given Africans every point of advantage;  
– imperialism;  
– exploitation;  
– establishing a capitalist economy;  
– Europe really did not do anything to help 

 
• No response 
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31 Identify and explain a cause-and-effect relationship between the events and/or ideas found in 

these documents. Be sure to use evidence from both Documents 1 and 2 in your response. 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

 Examples: 
– the Scramble for Africa led to the destruction of political/social/economic structures in Africa; 
– European imperialism in Africa caused problems/imperial abuses; 
– European takeover of Africa oppressed Africans in their own home; 
– European imperialism was cruel to Africans and inspired advocacy/reform/abolition/ 

decolonization efforts; 
– loss of African autonomy has wrecked African families; 
– continuous European involvement in Africa as shown in Document 1 led to destructive effects 

in Africa as shown in Document 2; 
– European expansion into Africa has contributed to capitalistic exploitation; 
– Belgium’s control of Congo inspired Morel to write about the conditions there;  
– maxim gun/imported diseases/industrial machines contributed to the expansion of European 

colonization in Africa; 
– colonization beyond the coastal areas of Africa shown in Document 1 led to harmful 

consequences for Africans as shown in Document 2; 
– Document 1 shows Europeans expanding their colonies in Africa and Document 2 shows the 

effects of expanded colonization;  
– from 1879 to 1914, Europe expanded its colonization of Africa which caused E.D. Morel to 

write about the impacts of colonization in Black Man’s Burden; 
– evils happened in Africa because Europeans expanded their colonies there; 
– the need for raw materials/desire for/prestige led European countries to set up colonies in 

Africa which led to the exploitation of Africans 
 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– European presence in Africa; 
– The Black Man’s Burden inspired imperialism; 
– African independence led to the slave trade; 
– the cause of enslavement; 
– division of Africa; 
– Europeans worked for shipping companies that did business with Belgian-controlled Congo; 
– in Document 1 Africa is independent and in Document 2 it is controlled by Europeans; 
– Document 1 shows maps of Africa and Document 2 shows bad things happening there; 
– evils happened in Africa; 
– the consequences and colonies; 
– spasmodic destructive effects in African colonies 

 
• No response 
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Document 1

CRQ Set 2:

JALALPUR, India, April 5 — Four hundred police arrived here today and 
100 more went to Dandi, where tomorrow morning Mahatma Gandhi and his 
followers planned to manufacture salt from the water of the Gulf of Cambay. . . .

 At Dandi tonight they were preparing for the fi rst defi nite act of civil 
disobedience. They will wade into the waters of the tidal marshes and fi ll pots 
with salt water. These will be placed in the sun for evaporation of the water and 
the residue of salt will be removed for sale.

 The fi rst sales will be made in the streets of Ahmedabad, with members of 
the All-India Congress committee directing the hawking [selling]. The salt is 
said to be unedible, but the mere manufacture and sale of it constitutes a breach 
of law and fulfi lls Mr. Gandhi’s aim.

 The attitude of the government has not been announced. The Viceroy, Lord 
Irwin, is understood to be avoiding measures that would provoke disturbances 
and the government does not wish to give Mr. Gandhi the status of a martyr, but 
the British troops are on the alert, nevertheless. . . .

Source: Associated Press, “Gandhi Makes Salt, Defying India’s Law,” New York Times, April 6, 1930

32 Explain the historical circumstances that led to Gandhi’s actions in India in 1930. 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

 Examples: 
– British imperialism in India inspired Gandhi’s civil disobedience;  
– Gandhi, a nationalist leader, inspired Indian resistance to British rule; 
– Gandhi believed in the use of satyagraha to change British policies; 
– Gandhi used the press to gain support for Indian independence from Britain; 
– India was a British colony fighting for its independence; 
– British colonial policies limited/inhibited Indian economic development; 
– British economic policies led to collapse of Indian industries; 
– Britain controlled the sale of salt, which is needed to live; 
– the British had a monopoly on salt which Indians/Gandhi resented; 
– India was occupied by British troops in the 1930s; 
– he took action because the British had directly controlled India since the Sepoy Mutiny; 
– since Gandhi’s return to India after World War I, he supported the use of nonviolent resistance 

to gain independence from the British 
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Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

 Examples: 
– the police arrived here today; 
– they will wade into the marshes and fill their pots with salt water; 
– Gandhi was a Hindu; 
– the partition of India; 
– Gandhi’s assassination; 
– the Salt March; 
– laws were breached; 
– Gandhi and his followers planned to manufacture salt; 
– resentment; 
– nationalism; 
– Indian independence; 
– because he thought it was right; 
– taxes on things 

 
• No response 
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Document 2
On December 19, 1946, Ho Chi Minh appealed to the people of Vietnam. This appeal was the 
result of the failed cease-fi re with France and the lack of response by French offi cials to Ho 
Chi Minh’s appeals to negotiate.

Wage Resistance War!

An Appeal to the Vietnamese People

Compatriots throughout the country!

Out of love for peace we have made concessions [sacrifi ces]. But the more 
concessions we made, the further the French colonialists went because they 
are resolved to invade our country once again. No! We would rather sacrifi ce 
everything than lose our country, than return to slavery.

Compatriots! Rise up!

Men and women, old and young, regardless of creeds, political parties, or 
nationalities, all the Vietnamese must stand up to fi ght the French colonialists to 
save the Fatherland. Those who have rifl es will use their rifl es. Those who have 
swords will use their swords. Those who have no swords will use their spades, 
hoes, and sticks. Everyone must endeavor to oppose the colonialists and save his 
country.

Soldiers, self-defense guards, militiamen!

The hour of national liberation has struck! We must sacrifi ce to our last drop of 
blood to save our country. Whatever hardships we must endure, we are ready to 
endure them. With the determination to sacrifi ce, victory will be ours!

Long live an independent and unifi ed Vietnam!

Long live the victorious resistance!

Source: Truong Nhu Tang, A Vietcong Memoir, Vintage Books, 1986

33 Based on this excerpt, identify Ho Chi Minh’s point of view concerning French colonialism. 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

 Examples: 
– he believes French colonialism should be ended; 
– he thinks the Vietnamese people should wage war/to end French colonialism; 
– he believes the French are resolved to invade; 
– he believes peaceful negotiations have failed to bring French colonialism to an end; 
– he thinks the French take advantage of the Vietnamese; 
– he believes the French cannot be trusted; 
– the French are aggressive; 
– he thinks it will be hard to defeat the French/end French colonial control; 
– he thinks it will take all Vietnamese/everyone to defeat the French; 
– he believes that if the Vietnamese do not stand up against the French, then the Vietnamese will 

lose the Fatherland; 
– he thinks French officials are unresponsive to the people of Vietnam; 
– he supports an independent Vietnam; 
– he believes if the Vietnamese show determination in their resistance to the French, victory will 

be theirs; 
– he believes Vietnam belongs to the Vietnamese people and they should not allow themselves 

to be enslaved by the French colonists; 
– he distrusts the French 
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Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– he was in favor of French colonialism; 
– he wanted to work with the French to unify Vietnam; 
– French colonialists will save the Fatherland; 
– out of love of peace we have made concessions; 
– he is a communist; 
– dishonorable; 
– uncompromising; 
– took advantage; 
– it concerns sacrifices made; 
– creed/political parties/nationalities do not matter; 
– ready to endure; 
– a unified Vietnam 

 
• No response 
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34a Identify a similarity or a difference in Gandhi’s and Ho Chi Minh’s responses to European 
colonization. 

 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

 Similarities: 
– both Gandhi and Ho Chi Minh appealed to nationalism; 
– both appealed to the masses to resist colonial power; 
– both were willing to face hardships; 
– both Gandhi and Ho Chi Minh wanted independence from a European colonizer; 
– both wanted their people to unify and save their respective countries; 
– they just wanted to be free 

 
Differences: 
– their tactics/methods for gaining independence were different; 
– Gandhi’s approach was through nonviolence while Ho planned a violent response 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– they were the same; 
– they were different; 
– both leaders achieved independence by using only nonviolent tactics; 
– both supported the use of violent resistance; 
– they had different colonizers; 
– each had a different location in the world 

 
• No response 
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34b Explain the similarity or difference you identified using evidence from both documents. 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

 Similarities: 
– Gandhi used nationalism to motivate Indians to participate in the Salt March in opposition to 

British policies and Ho Chi Minh used nationalism to motivate Vietnamese to fight against the 
French colonizers; 

– both appealed to the masses to resist colonial powers, Gandhi by organizing large marches and 
Ho Chi Minh by raising an army; 

– Gandhi used civil disobedience and Ho Chi Minh tried making diplomatic concessions in 
response to European colonizers; 

– in their efforts to gain independence, Gandhi and his followers were willing to face the 
response of the British troops to their salt protests and Ho Chi Minh and his followers were 
willing to sacrifice their blood to French troops 

 
 Differences: 
– Gandhi supported civil disobedience/nonviolent methods and Ho Chi Minh promoted violent 

resistance to remove colonial powers; 
– Gandhi encouraged nonviolent resistance while Ho Chi Minh encouraged armed resistance; 
– Gandhi wants to defy the British by producing salt and Ho Chi Minh wants to defy the French 

by shedding blood; 
– Gandhi wanted the Indian people to resist with civil disobedience when Indians produced/sold 

salt and Ho Chi Minh wanted the Vietnamese to show resistance by fighting with whatever 
weapons they had 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

 Examples: 
– they were the same; 
– they were different; 
– both leaders achieved independence by using nonviolent tactics; 
– both used violent resistance; 
– Gandhi was in India and Ho Chi Minh was in Vietnam; 
– Gandhi is resisting the British and Ho Chi Minh is resisting the French 

 
• No response 
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Global History and Geography II (Grade 10) 

Part III Content-Specific Rubric 
Enduring Issue Essay 

 
Task: 
 

• Identify and explain an enduring issue raised by this set of documents 
• Argue why the issue you selected is significant and how it has endured across time 

 
 

In your essay, be sure to 
• Identify the enduring issue based on a historically accurate 

interpretation of at least three documents 
• Explain the issue using relevant evidence from at least three documents 
• Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing: 

 How the issue has affected people or has been affected by people 
 How the issue has continued to be an issue or has changed over time 

• Include relevant outside information from your knowledge of social studies 

 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 

1. Some examples of enduring issues that students may identify in at least three documents are 
provided. However, other issues may be identified if they are supported by accurate facts and 
examples from both the documents and outside information. 

2. The discussion of the issue must be related to the documents, accomplish the task, and be 
supported by accurate facts and examples. 

3. The identification and explanation of the enduring issue may be included in the discussion of 
why the issue is significant and how it has endured across time. 

4. Information used to discuss how the enduring issue affected people or has been affected by 
people may also be used to discuss how the issue has endured across time. 

5. The enduring issue may be discussed from different perspectives as long as the position taken is 
supported with accurate historical facts and examples. 

6. A specific time period or era need not be identified as long as it is implied in the discussion. 
7. A response may discuss both how the selected enduring issue has affected people and how the 

issue has been affected by people. 
8. A response may discuss both continuity and change regarding the selected enduring issue. 
9. While not required, a student may include information from the 9th grade social studies 

framework. 
10. While the United States should not be the focus of the argument, issues related to the United 

States may be used to address the task as long as the information relates to the enduring issue 
selected from the documents. 

11. While the focus of the response should be on the enduring issue that is identified, additional 
enduring issues may be referenced as part of that discussion. However, if two or more enduring 
issues are addressed in separate discussions only the first one should be scored. 
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Score of 5: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately explains one enduring issue raised in at least three documents (See 

Explanation and Evidence from Documents on page 19) 
• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument about how the enduring issue has affected 

people or how the issue has been affected by people and how the issue continues to be an issue or 
has changed over time 

• Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information) 
• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 

from at least three documents  
• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Score of 4: 
• Identifies and accurately explains one enduring issue raised in at least three documents 
• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the enduring issue has affected people or 

has been affected by people and how it continues to be an issue or has changed over time or 
develops the argument somewhat unevenly by discussing one aspect of the argument more 
thoroughly than the other aspect 

• Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information) 
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details, from 

at least three documents  
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Score of 3: 
• Identifies and explains one enduring issue raised in the set of documents 
• Develops both aspects of the argument with little depth or develops only one aspect of the argument 

with some depth; may include minor inaccuracies  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information) 
• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from some of the 

documents 
• Includes limited relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Score of 2: 
• Identifies, but does not clearly explain, one enduring issue raised in the set of documents 
• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument or develops one aspect of the argument in little 

depth; may include some inaccuracies 
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from the documents or consists primarily of 

relevant information copied from the documents 
• Presents little or no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an 

introduction or a conclusion 
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Score of 1: 
• Identifies, but does not explain, one enduring issue raised in the documents 
• Minimally develops one aspect of the argument; may include inaccuracies 
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding or application 
• Includes some vague, unclear references to the documents or includes minimal relevant facts, 

examples, and details copied from the documents 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an 

introduction and a conclusion 
 
Score of 0: 
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, 
examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copied from the documents; OR includes only entire 
documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper 
 
 
 
 
All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while 
preserving actual student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are 
easier for rater to read and use as scoring aids. 
 
Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring 
examination papers and focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-
specific rubric should be applied holistically in determining the level of a student’s response. 
 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – June ’22 [18]

 
Issues found in documents 

 
Document 1: Spread of disease/cholera; foul air/air pollution; foul/dirty/polluted water/unfiltered 
water; need for a waste management system/need to control waste disposal/need for sanitation; lack of 
government response for public safety; need for health reform; ineffective legislation regarding 
sanitation; impact of urbanization; lack of access to clean water; impact of technology; impact of 
humans on environment; impact of modernization/tradition vs. modernization; need for cooperation 
among groups; impact of industrialization 

Document 2: Impact of industrialization/impact of economic boom/factories polluting; water crisis; 
environmental collapse/destruction; draining rivers/aquifers; pollution; dumping of untreated chemical 
waste; lack of access to clean water; industrial spills; impact of humans on environment; 
cancer/disease; impact of technology; need for cooperation among groups 
 
Document 3: Lack of access to clean water; water contamination; need for sanitation; impact of 
technology; spread of disease; pollution; impact of industrialization; impact of humans on environment 
 
Document 4: Farming water instead of growing crops; impact of technology; impact of humans on 
environment; impact of environmental degradation on future generations; food insecurity/famine; 
strain on water resources; water crisis; lack of access to clean water; impact of tradition vs. 
modernization; impact of industrialization/urbanization 
 
Document 5: Lack of access to clean water; poor sanitation; water pollution caused by 
industry/agriculture/human settlement; loss of biodiversity; contamination of freshwater ecosystems; 
impact of industrialization; need for cooperation among groups; impact of humans on environment 
 
 
This chart suggests enduring issues that can be found in at least three documents. It is not meant to be 
a comprehensive list and students may identify enduring issues not included in the chart. 
 

Possible Enduring Issues in the 
Documents 

Documents associated with 
Enduring Issue 

Pollution 1, 2, 3, 5 
Need for sanitation/for improved sanitation 1, 2, 3, 5 
Impact of tradition vs. modernization 1, 3, 4 
Impact of industrialization 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Impact of humans on the environment 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Need for cooperation among groups 1, 2, 5 
Impact of technology 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Lack of access to clean water 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Disease/spread of disease 1, 2, 3 
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Example Issue: Pollution 
 
Identify and Explain: 
Pollution is the introduction of harmful elements into the environment. Environmental contamination 
often results from man-made waste and is a consequence of human existence and activity around the 
world. Pollution can alter or damage the health and safety of humans, animals, plants, and property. 
Pollution affects people as well as the environment. 
 
Evidence from the documents to support the explanation: 
 
 
Document 1: In London, air and water pollution occurred as a result of population growth. As a result 
of sewers being emptied into the Thames, contaminated water led to the spread of cholera. 
 
Document 2: In China, industrial growth has led to untreated chemical waste which has contaminated 
China’s water sources, leading to the development of “cancer villages.” 
 
Document 3: In Niassa, Mozambique, bacteria contaminated the ground water supply. 
 
Document 5: Human settlements and industrial and agricultural activities have caused degradation of 
fresh water ecosystems through untreated sewage, industrial dumping, and nitrates from agriculture. 
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Example Issue: Pollution 

 
 

Document Information Outside Information 
How issue affected people/how people 

affected issue How issue affected people/how people affected issue 

Doc 1—Indoor toilets and sewers emptying 
into Thames which used for drinking 
water 

Outbreaks of cholera as a result of 
contaminated water 

Failure of early waste management attempts 
to solve the sewage problem 

Doc 2—Untreated chemicals dumped into 
rivers 

Environmental destruction from Yellow 
River’s source to delta (Tibetan nomads 
leaving ancestral lands; “cancer villages”) 

Investigation of pollution of river by 
environmental group (Green Camel Bell) 

GPS used to track pollution and create maps 
Doc 3—Formation of Estamos to provide 

clean water 
Installation of water pumps and sustainable 

sanitation facilities 
Portable bathroom facilities brick-lined to 

keep bacteria from infiltrating ground 
water 

Use of composting to provide safe fertilizer 
for farmers to use in their fields 

Use of music to teach people better hygiene 
Doc 5—Untreated sewage discharged into 

bodies of water 
Polluted waste dumped into water by 

industries 
Aquifers contaminated by nitrates from 

agriculture 
People throughout the world lacking clean 

drinking water and sanitation 
improvements 

United Nations making people aware of 
negative pollution outcomes (death of 
approximately 3.5 million people each 
year due to inadequate water supply, 
sanitation, and hygiene) 

Contamination of water in rivers and oceans (industrial 
dumping; cargo spills; oil spills) 

Burning of coal/fossil fuels introduced by Industrial 
Revolution 

Regions polluted as result of nuclear disasters 
(Chernobyl, Fukushima) 

Pollution of Ganges a sacred river for Hindus (cremated 
bodies; industrial waste; human excrement) 

Risks of oil and gas pipelines (aging; faulty 
construction; accidents) 

Agricultural use of pesticides and fertilizers resulting in 
chemical run-off into waterways (Green Revolution) 

Impact of pollution (animal life; marine life) 
Medical conditions caused as result of pollution 

(asthma; COPD; cardiovascular; diarrhea; intestinal 
parasites) 

Pollution resulting in increased production of CO2, 
nitric acid, and sulfur dioxide 

Results of pollution (damage to the ozone; restriction of 
vehicle usage/ownership; governmental 
restrictions/regulations) 

Growing activism for alternative sources of energy 
(solar; wind; geothermal) 
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Example Issue: Pollution 
 
 

Document Information Outside Information 
How issue continued or changed over time How issue continued or changed over time 

Continuity: 
Doc 1—Use of indoor toilets, overflowing 

cesspools, and sewers that emptied unfiltered 
directly in Thames 

Doc 2—Industrial spills continuing to pollute 
Yellow River and tributaries 

Doc 5—Millions of deaths (inadequate water 
supply; lack of sanitation; inadequate 
hygiene) 

Degradation of biodiversity of freshwater 
ecosystems 

 
Changes: 
Doc 1—Increase in number of gallons of waste 

per day as result of indoor toilets and 
population growth 

Doc 2—Damaging pollution increasing in 
China as a result of industrial growth 

Efforts by Green Camel Bell to track and report 
industrial spills (pollution maps) 

Doc 3—More hygienic society as a result of 
Estamos’ mission of providing clean water 
throughout Niassa by installing water pumps 
and portable bathrooms  

Impacts of Estamos project (helping prevent 
disease and spread of bacteria; helping to 
bring clean water; creating safe fertilizers) 

Continuity: 
Urban industrial areas prone to smog/poor air quality 

(Beijing; Mexico City; New Delhi) 
Direct correlation between production and waste 

(vehicle emissions; solid waste; factory emissions) 
 
Changes: 
Developments to limit pollution (hybrid cars; 

recycling; carpooling; increased public 
transportation)  

Use of scrubbers to eliminate acid rain 
Development and use of solar power/wind power to 

limit pollution 
Use of natural gas to reduce pollution by coal and oil  
Development of fracking technology 
Development of different technologies to address 

waste disposal over time (landfills; incineration; 
recycling) 

Development of standards to increase effectiveness 
of recycling programs 

Development and improvement of sanitation 
systems (urban sewer systems; handwashing 
stations; water treatment facilities) 

Activism to address pollution problems 
(Greenpeace; Kyoto Protocol; Paris Treaty on 
climate change) 

Protests by groups and individuals to change 
environmental policies (Greta Thunberg; Wangari 
Maathai; Nature Conservancy; Greenbelt 
Movement) 

Increased construction of dams to produce 
hydroelectric power to address pollution 

Increased pollution in natural environment as result 
of growth of tourism 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

We all have basic needs to survive. These include water, food, and 

shelter. Fresh water is a need that is increasingly becoming more and 

more scarce. Having a clean source of water needs to be a top priority. 

However, ever since civilizations first developed along rivers clean 

water sources have been sacrificed and often polluted because of 

population growth, urban growth, and economic development and 

modernization. However, because this vital resource has been 

continuously compromised by humans society is facing some severe 

problems today. Water pollution is a major issue that continues to 

persist, with the main causes of water pollution being, 

industrialization, agricultural advancement, population growth, 

urban development, and inadequate sanitation systems. 

Throughout history, as civilizations began to industrialize and 

develop urban areas and factories, water sources took a huge hit. From 

the dumping of human waste to the dumping of industrial waste 

water pollution resulted from the growth of rising urban populations. 

When industry thrives, large companies and corpurations seek to 

lower their costs of production. Early factories were built on water 

sources in order to use water power. Not realizing the horrible impact, 

these factories often dumped dye, scraps, and other materials into the 

water. This would contaminate the water supplies which would affect 

the people who worked and lived near these factories. Industry caused 

many water sources to no longer be viable and safe drinking sources 

because of dumping their waste. This was true during the early 

Industrial Revolution and it remains true today. Many corpurations 

have chosen profits over the environment throughout history. In 2013 

the UN agency called UN Water states that the major sources of water 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

pollution are from human, industrial, and agricultural activities. It 

is estimated that between 300 to 400 metric tons of industrial waste 

pollutes water sources every year. (Doc 5) Problems of industrial 

pollution are particularly bad in places without strick laws to protect 

the environment. Places like China’s Yellow River is in danger of 

being polluted to a point beyond repair because of their desire to 

industrialize quickly and their lack of concern for the environmental 

impact (Doc 2). Settlements along the Yellow River which historically 

was the heart of early Chinese civilization have become “cancer 

villages” because the river is so polluted. Many of China’s rivers have 

water that is considered unhealthy to drink. This problem is not just 

isolated to China. Places like India, Indonesia, and the Philippines 

have similar problems, often choosing industrial growth over the 

environment and human health. 

Another leading cause of water pollution throughout history is the 

use of new technologies in agriculture which has gotten worse with 

more modern technology. Following the settlement of people in river 

valleys throughout the world following the Neolithic Revolution, 

agriculture became the main source of food for most civilizations. 

With this emphasis on agriculture and growing populations many 

technological advancements took place to make farming easier, more 

efficient and more productive. One of the main innovations of 

agriculture in the 20th century was the invention of pesticides. The 

Green Revolution started in the 1950s in places like Mexico, India, 

and Bangladesh by introducing new pesticides, genetically modified 

seeds, and chemical fertilizers. The goal was to increase production of 

food but some of the negative results of this revolution were the over 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – June ’22 [24]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

use, over dependence, and polluting of water. Pesticides allowed for 

farming to take place without the worry of crops being destroyed by 

insects. Although the invention of pesticides was ultimately a positive 

innovation for crops, one major negative side effect was the pollution 

of ground water. Pesticides would be sprayed on crops and when it 

rained, the pesticides would runoff into water sources or soak into the 

ground, polluting the natural water sources. Also with a growing 

amount of food being produced in the developing world often by hand 

such as in Northern India, the spraying of these pesticides has 

resulted in increased instances of cancers, birth defects, and 

abnormalities. This posed a huge threat to the environment and 

human life which was caused by a human innovation and many 

argue the technology simply was not worth it. 

As populations increase and urban areas develop, especially during 

and after the Industrial Revolution, water has become more scarce and 

more polluted. Civilizations and then towns and cities grew along 

fresh water sources. With population growth there are more people 

consuming water. In modern times this population growth and urban 

development led to problems because urban areas did not have 

sufficient sanitation systems. There is often not a sufficient system 

for keeping main water sources from being contaminated. This can 

lead to disease and death. Following the industrialization of the city 

of London, England, in the 1800s there was a large outbreak of the 

waterbourne, bacterial disease cholera. This outbreak of cholera killed 

over forty thousand people in London and was a direct result of there 

lacking sanitation system. (Doc 1). The sewage system directly 

emptied into the fresh water source, the Thames. While this was what 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

cities and towns historically did because of massive urbanization and 

population growth the amount of raw sewage led to this deadly 

outbreak. The fresh water sources and wells throughout London were 

contaminated and contained sewage, allowing for the Cholera disease to 

spread. A lack of knowledge about this disease and the effects 

contaminated water have on humans, allowed for the spread of this 

disease to continue for quite some time before it was determined that 

there needed to be a sewage system separate from the main water 

sources. Once they figured this out, governments struggled to fix the 

problem. Eventually they created waste treatment centers as well as 

water treatment centers to keep the solid waste away from the fresh 

water and to treat the water before human consumption. In other areas 

such as Mozambique Africa sustainable sanitation facilities are being 

built by NGOs in order to keep bacteria from entering into the water 

supply. No matter whether it is in rural areas or urban areas more 

modern societies have learned to create better more hygenic systems to 

separate sewage and fresh water sources in order to decrease disease and 

try to maintain clean water sources. However, this isn’t always 

necessarily true — many places in the world have polluted water sources 

that are leading to higher risk of disease and other health problems. 

Water pollution is a huge issue that persisted through out history, 

due to human interaction with the environment. The effect humans 

have on the environment is negative in that human advancements in 

society have largely contributed to the pollution of major water sources. 

Some societies have created technology and systems to deal with this 

problem but because water is scarce this will continue to be an enduring 

issue in the future.
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Anchor Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately explains pollution of water as an enduring issue raised in the 

documents (continues to persist with main causes being industrialization, agricultural advancement, 
population growth, urban development, and inadequate sanitation systems; from dumping of human 
waste to dumping of industrial waste water pollution resulted from growth of rising urban 
populations; estimated that between 300 to 400 metric tons of industrial waste pollute water sources 
every year; settlements along Yellow River which historically heart of early Chinese civilization 
have become cancer villages because river so polluted; following industrialization of London in 
1800s large outbreak of waterborne bacterial disease cholera killing over 40,000 people as result of 
sewage system emptying directly into fresh water source; in areas such as Mozambique, Africa 
sustainable sanitation facilities being built by NGOs to keep bacteria from entering water supply) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (as civilizations began to industrialize and develop urban areas 

and factories water sources took a huge hit; contaminated water supplies would affect people who 
worked and lived near factories during Industrial Revolution and remains true today; China’s Yellow 
River in danger of being polluted to a point beyond repair because of desire to industrialize quickly 
and lack of concern for environmental impact; whether in rural or urban areas modern societies have 
learned to create better more hygienic systems to separate sewage and fresh water sources to 
decrease disease and try to maintain clean water sources) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from Documents 1, 2, 3, and 5 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (early factories 
built on water sources to use waterpower; factories often dumped dye, scraps, and other materials 
into the water not realizing horrible impact; problems of industrial pollution particularly bad in 
places without strict laws to protect environment; in addition to China places such as India, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines similar problems, often choosing industrial growth over environment 
and human health; following settlement in river valleys with Neolithic Revolution agriculture 
became main source of food and many technological advancements took place to make farming 
easier, more efficient, and more productive; Green Revolution started in 1950s in places such as 
Mexico, India, and Bangladesh by introducing new pesticides, genetically modified seeds, and 
chemical fertilizers; goal of Green Revolution to increase production of food but negative results 
overuse, overdependence, and polluting of water; pesticides sprayed on crops and when it rained 
would runoff into water sources; lack of knowledge about cholera and effects contaminated water 
have on humans allowed for spread of disease to continue for some time before determined that 
sewage system needed to be separate from water sources; eventually governments created waste 
treatment centers as well as water treatment centers to treat water before human consumption) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. A critical appraisal of document 
information establishes a strong evaluative basis for addressing that pollution of water is and continues 
to be an enduring issue that needs to be addressed. Numerous good historical examples effectively 
demonstrate continuity and linkage between different time periods. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

There are some things many people in countries like the U.S. take 

for granted everyday, and they think nothing of it. Clean water is 

one example of one of these things. Yet not every person and not every 

country has that luxury. It is human activity such as the 

construction industry, disposing of waste and garbage, and 

exploiting water that is causing this issue of a lack of clean water in 

many places. The lack of healthy, abundant amounts of drinking 

water, or water in general, has been an issue for centuries and has 

continued to worsen over time. 

There are several historical instances where a lack of clean water 

has presented an issue for societies. One such instance of this dates 

back to the 1800’s in London. During this time Britain was 

undergoing an Industrial Revolution. As a result rural life and clean 

air became scarce, while urban centers with a wide variety of 

pollutants became the new norm. Denser populations and the rise of 

the factory system contributed to the production of an enormous 

amount of waste. Ultimately the improper disposal of such waste 

created the outbreak of illness throughout London. Beyond the 

industrial waste, the factory system and the economic growth that 

occurred due to the Industrial Revolution led to massive urbanization. 

London quickly grew in population leading to a massive strain on 

the sewage system which literally dumped raw sewage into the river 

which was also used as drinking water (Doc 1). The Cholera outbreak, 

caused mainly by the highly contaminated River Thames was 

directly related to the dumping of sewage directly into the river on a 

daily basis. Overtime, the government enacted legislation and 

implemented reforms to appropriately manage waste removal. These 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

efforts addressed the cholera problem in London. However, Dr. John 

Snow was instrumental in connecting the cause of the outbreak to 

contaminated water instead of air over 100 years later societies are 

still struggling to address issues of water being contaminated by 

human activity. Cholera is still an issue today in many regions 

largely due to the use and consumption of contaminated water. Until 

sanitation systems are developed in these places, people will continue 

to suffer. Efforts are being made by the WHO and other 

organizations to help people who contract cholera. Unfortunately there 

seems to be a strong link between those who live in urban slums and 

those who are susceptible to illnesses such as cholera. 

In China, as well as other industrialized nations, the practice of 

dumping chemical waste directly into water such as rivers still exists. 

(Doc 2) This issue, in China specifically, would be much less 

worrying if not for the fact that many of their people depend on the 

water that has been polluted in order to live. China’s massive economic 

growth has led to a water crisis. Because of the industrial dumping 

cities along the river have been called “cancer villages.” As the water 

became contaminated by industrial waste the water turned different 

unnatural colors. The Chinese government has not established and 

enforced enough policies to curb industrial pollutants being dumped 

into its rivers. This situation combined with a rising population has 

put China in a vulnerable situation where they risk not having 

enough clean water to meet the demand required by its citizens. In 

addition to industrial dumping China is draining much if its water 

from the ground to support their population and industries. This will 

cause catastrophic consequences for future generations because 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

aquifers are not easily refilled — it takes many years for them to 

refill. China is facing water shortages that may interrupt its 

economic growth in the near future. The country will have to put in a 

tremendous amount of money to clean up its water sources and to 

insure a clean and safe water supply in the future. The crisis with 

water isn’t always due to pollution, as the decline in it’s abundance is 

just as worrying. 

Many countries, either due to a large population or a lack of 

resources, don’t have enough water to support themselves for long. In 

India, for example, there are so many people and so many industries 

that need fresh water that one can make a living selling off 

groundwater. In this case water is so scarce that selling it is a safer 

more stable living than growing crops. For this reason some farmers 

are making the decision to sell water rather than growing crops. The 

water is then used for industry, cities, and agriculture. But because 

agriculture is dependent upon ground water, India’s food production 

cannot be maintained forever. Eventually the aquifers will run dry 

and the amount of food will decrease. This could lead to mass 

starvation of the Indian population. This in itself creates another 

issue, as it is taking away the water they should now have to use, 

water that could be used to sustain future generations of their people 

(Doc 4). Many countries both developing and developed also experience 

these water criseses, with no way to obtain water easily they 

eventually just won’t have any. India’s water supply is also 

contaminated and depleted by industrial and agricultural activities. 

However, one source of water, the Ganges River is also contaminated 

by human remains. The Ganges is sacred to Hindus and as a result 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

the ashes and remains of loved ones are often deposited into its waters. 

Bathing and human sewage further pollute the water. Although the 

Ganges is a major source of water to the people of India, the practices 

and developments of the populace has negatively impacted the water. 

Sanitation systems and clean-up efforts have been made but more 

needs to be done to protect the water resources of the India 

subcontinent. Due to a lack of resources, rise in population and other 

factors, a water crisis is and has always been in effect. 

Many people over the years have had to deal a lack of clean water. 

Often people are dealing with this as a result of human actions. 

Settlement, a growth in population, the development of industry, and 

the disposal of human waste are all factors that have damaged water 

sources. It takes significant time to resolve even one of these factors 

that contribute to water problems. Though the issue is being addressed 

in some places, the lack of clean water continues to be a problem for 

many.
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Anchor Level 4 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and accurately explains lack of clean water as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(human activity such as construction industry, disposing of waste and garbage, and exploiting water 
causing issue in many places; lack of healthy, abundant amounts of drinking water issue for centuries 
and has continued to worsen over time; practice of dumping chemical wastes directly into rivers still 
exists in China; India has so many people and so many industries that need fresh water that one can 
make a living by selling groundwater; settlement, a growth in population, development of industry, 
and disposal of human waste all factors that have damaged water sources; although issue being 
addressed in some places, lack of clean water continues to be problem for many) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task 
• Is both descriptive and analytical (not every person and not every country can take for granted luxury 

of clean water; ultimately improper disposal of waste created outbreak of illness throughout London; 
many people in China depended on polluted water to live; China’s massive economic growth has led 
to a water crisis; China draining much of its water from ground to support population and industries 
causing catastrophic consequences for future generations because aquifers not easily refilled; crisis 
with water not always due to pollution as decline in abundance just as worrying; because agriculture 
dependent upon ground water in India food production cannot be maintained forever; eventually 
aquifers in India will run dry and amount of food will decrease leading to mass starvation of the 
population; India is using water that could be used to sustain future generations) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from 
Documents 1, 2, and 4 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (during 1800s as result of Industrial 
Revolution in Britain rural life and clean air became scarce while urban centers with wide variety of 
pollutants became new norm; beyond industrial waste, factory system and economic growth that 
occurred Industrial Revolution led to massive urbanization leading to massive strain on sewage 
system; cholera still an issue today in many regions largely because of lack of sanitation systems; 
efforts being made by World Health Organization and others to help people who contract cholera; 
strong link between those who live in urban slums and those susceptible to illnesses such as cholera; 
China facing water shortages that may interrupt its economic growth in near future; China will have 
to put in a tremendous amount of money to clean up its water sources and insure a clean and safe 
water supply in the future; India’s water supply contaminated and depleted by industrial and 
agricultural activities; Ganges River also contaminated by human remains as river sacred to Hindus 
and as result ashes and remains of loved ones often dumped into its waters; sanitation systems and 
clean-up efforts made but more needs to be done to protect water resources of Indian subcontinent) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Lack of clean water as well as lack of 
water itself is compared across time and place demonstrating a good understanding of it as an enduring 
issue. Critical appraisal of document information is integrated throughout the response, but additional 
facts and details would have strengthened the historical details. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3

The amount of freshwater available for consumption is limited 

worldwide. However, it is becoming even more limited because our rivers, 

lakes and underground resivours are being polluted and sucked dry. 

The scarcity and abuse of water has been an issue for much of history 

and we need to do something about it. 

China is a place that embraces industry. It produces large amounts 

of the products in factories shipped and used around the world. 

Although it is economically successful, its rivers pay the price. China’s 

Yellow River is lined with booming cities with factories that must get 

rid of waste products somehow. Unfiltered, these waste products are 

dumped into the Yellow River “and its tributaries” (Doc 2). Hundreds of 

factories allow the waste to flow into the river every day. The river, in 

contrary to its name, has been turned into different colors, such as red, 

white, and maroon because of the chemicals that factories throw in 

untreated. (Doc 2) Chemicals that are dumped are polluting the land 

and surrounding areas as well. Much of the water in China’s rivers is 

so polluted that they are unsuitable to drink from or use for 

agriculture. This leads to another problem — where to get the water that 

everyone uses. Underground aquifers are being tapped and used up so 

people have to boil or use bottled water to drink. Unfortunately many 

industries are not listening to either the warnings or the experts and are 

still using polluted water to produce their products and crops. This may 

effect consumers worldwide. 

India is another country flourishing from industry. Document 4 

shows a man who makes money off of selling underground reserviour 

water. Emptying these reservious throws off the water table (Doc 4). As 

the water table drops, the wells have to be dug deeper with bigger pumps. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3

Draining the reservious in the way this man does is too fast for rains to 

replenish them which will lead to major problems. Relatively soon, the 

reservoirs will be used up and dry. This man and many others will not 

have water to use making agriculture impossible and industry very 

difficult. This may lead to famines and cause industry to weaken. 

While countries like China and India misuse the water they have, 

many places in Africa don’t have access to water. Estamos, an 

organization that installs water pumps to give Africans clean water, 

has been successfully running (Doc 3). This organization also installs 

“EcoSan” portable bathrooms with brick linings, to keep bacteria from 

getting into the water supply (Doc 3). An added benefit of “EcoSan,” is 

that farmers get fertilizer that is safe for the enviorment (Doc 3). This 

charity is also trying to teach about hygiene and prevention of disease 

by creating songs about hygiene, such as “Tissanole Marja” (wash our 

hands). These three ways (water pumps, safe sanitation, and promoting 

better hygiene) will help villages like Niassa, Mozambique to better 

obtain and protect its water supply from diseases and contaminants. 

This issue goes back as far as the early 19th century. A waterborne 

illness known as Cholera was involved in four separate epidemics 

killing 40,000+ people in London. This disease was from the drinking 

water from the polluted River Thames. (Doc 1) Similar to Niassa, 

London was able to stop the disease by altering its sanitation system 

and dealing with its wastes, both industrial and human, in better 

ways. By doing this they could clean up, maintain, and protect their 

water sources and systems. 

These are ways that we can help the issue of water pollution and 

scarcity. For example, Marine Biologist Jeremy Wade recently filmed a 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3

series called “Mighty Rivers” that featured major waterways around the 

world. During his visit to China, he was introduced to a man who 

invented an app in which users can mark polluted areas along the 

Yangtze River. He uses it to track down factories that pollute and tell 

companies outside of China who buy goods from these factories so they 

can pressure the factory to change the way the get rid of waste. In India, 

Jeremy was shown a camera that is attached to a plane. It filmed 

chemical signatures that can lead back to factories. This gave clearly 

visible solid proof that a factory was polluting and would provide 

evidence that would be difficult to deny. The final episode of the series 

was in Africa and showed the difference along a river that runs 

through six countries. At the beginning of his journey, he found that 

the river was overfished due to traders buying and selling fish and the 

villager’s desperation to survive. Now there are almost no fish left in the 

river. Dam projects further down the river threatened to flood an area, so 

that hydro electricity could be made. Resistance to the dam is forbidden 

by the dictator even though it is said that the dam might not generate 

enough electricity for everyone. Documentaries such as this expose what 

people are doing to the environment and our water sources. Through this 

exposure and making companies and countries do better will hopefully 

make change happen. 

Overall, though we know we are running our rivers, we often care 

more about the immediate economic gain. However, these gains are only 

temporary and our resources can’t last forever. Eventually, we need to 

take steps to fix the problems we created — whether it is by building 

better sanitation systems or shaming corporations and forcing them to 

do the right thing.
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Anchor Level 3 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains scarcity and abuse of water as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(amount of fresh water available for consumption limited worldwide; fresh water becoming even 
more limited because rivers, lakes, and underground reservoirs being polluted and sucked dry; 
unfiltered waste products dumped into Yellow River and its tributaries; chemicals dumped into rivers 
from factories pollute the land and surrounding areas; underground aquifers being tapped and used 
up; reservoirs being drained too fast for rains to replenish them; many places in Africa do not have 
access to water; London able to stop cholera by altering its sanitation system and dealing with its 
wastes, both industrial and human, in better ways) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with some depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (scarcity and abuse of water an issue for much of history; China 

economically successful but its rivers pay the price; much of water in China’s rivers so polluted that 
rivers unsuitable to drink from or use for agriculture; emptying reservoirs throws off water table 
which means wells have to be dug deeper with bigger pumps; dried up reservoirs will make 
agriculture impossible and industry very difficult which may lead to famines and cause industry to 
weaken; water pumps, safe sanitation, and promoting better hygiene will help villages such as Niassa 
better obtain and protect its water supply from diseases and contaminants) 

• Includes relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 2, 3, and 4 
• Includes relevant outside information (China produces large amounts of products in factories shipped 

and used around the world; Yellow River lined with booming cities and factories that must somehow 
get rid of waste products; people in China must boil or use bottled water to drink; many industries in 
China not listening to warnings or the experts and are still using polluted water to produce products 
and crops; marine biologist Jeremy Wade filmed a series called “Mighty Rivers” that featured major 
waterways around the world; interviewed a man who invented an app containing a map showing 
pollution along the Yangtze River which he used to track down factories that pollute and tell 
companies outside China who bought goods from these factories so they could pressure the factories 
to change the way they got rid of waste; in India a camera attached to a plane filmed chemical 
signatures that can lead back to factories and give clearly visible solid proof of pollution that would 
be difficult to deny; in Africa a river that flows through six countries overfished due to traders 
buying and selling fish and villagers’ desperation to survive; floods threatened by dam projects 
further down the river; resistance to dam forbidden by the dictator even though said that dam might 
not generate enough electricity for everyone) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Good relevant outside information about 
Jeremy Wade’s documentary “Mighty Rivers” demonstrates water pollution in different countries and 
its impact on people. Additional supporting facts and details and better integration of information 
would have strengthened a comparison between countries that embrace industry and misuse water 
resources to countries who lack water. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 2

We as humans are growing everyday, we improve and modernize. 

Technology seems to improve everyday and advancements are made. 

But there are concequences, a crisis is still going on since the 1800’s. 

People ignored it and others try to take action with little succes. It’s the 

water crisis, an enduring issue that has been going on for 

generations. 

Clean water is becoming scarces and as more industry grows, the 

more pollution it would cause, having an affect on civilians. In 

document 5, it said “Industry dumps an estimated 300-400 MT of 

polluted waste in water every year.” In London an illness had spread 

between 1831-1866. This illness was called, “cholera,” and it was a 

waterborne illness. At that time little was known about cholera and as 

a result, forty thousand people died. In doument 1, it states, “it was 

agreed that the polluted River Thames, where the people of London drew 

their drinking water from, was to blame.” This quote tells us that 

cholera came from River Thames. In addition, China’s water was also 

polluted due to high population/demand. In document 2, it said “In 

its race to become the world’s next superpower, China is not only 

draining its rivers and aquifers…with abandon; it is also 

polluting…” This shows China’s desire to become the next superpower 

can cause serious environmental issues. These water from the Yellow 

River goes though villages and many would call it “cancer villages.” 

The Yellow River is so polluted that “in 2006 three industrial spills 

here made the Yellow River run red. Another turned it white,” as stated 

in document 2. 

As time pass by, people are acknowledging the issue that has been 

going around and some companies are trying to create a solution to 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 2

make the world a more green environment. In document 3, it states 

that “In 2000, Santos founded a nonprofit organization called 

Estamos, with the mission of providing clean water throughout Niassa 

by installing water pumps plus low-cost sustainable sanitation 

facilities.” This is a beginning of a new era where everyone could be 

able to have clean water. The project has even installed portable 

bathrooms, called “EcoSan” and it “keep bacteria from infiltrating the 

groundwater supply,” as stated in document 3. As these technology 

spread to third world countries it can seriously have in impact in 

humanity and of course the world. 

In conclusion, clean water should be a resource that anyone in the 

world can obtain. Industries should take in consideration the harm 

they are doing to our water and try to make a solution for it. “Clean 

water is a basic human right, yet so many people don’t have it.” – 

Santos.
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Anchor Level 2 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains the water crisis as an enduring issue raised in the documents (people ignored 

crisis and others tried to take action with little success; clean water becoming scarce as industry 
grows and causes more pollution; every year industry dumps polluted waste into water; cholera came 
from River Thames; China’s water polluted due to high population and demand; pollution turning 
Yellow River different colors) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument 
• Is primarily descriptive (crisis because humans growing every day and improving and modernizing; 

crisis consequence of improving technology and advancements; desire to become world’s next 
superpower resulting in China draining rivers and aquifers with abandon causing serious 
environmental issues; people acknowledging issue and some companies trying to create a solution to 
make a more green environment; installation of water pumps and low-cost sustainable sanitation 
facilities in Niassa beginning of new era where people will be able to have clean water; installation 
of portable bathrooms to try to keep bacteria from infiltrating groundwater supply; clean water 
should be a resource that anyone in world can obtain) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 2, 3, and 5 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response focuses on selected 
information quoted from the documents followed by a statement or two of minimal interpretation. 
Although overgeneralizations and lack of explanation detract from the effort, the use of a quote by 
Feliciano dos Santos to summarize the water crisis is a compelling conclusion. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 1

Through out history the water quality has progressively gotten 

better. Because of our advancement through out time. 

Back in London in 1848 they had water closets. They where like 

bathrooms. The water closets where not attached to the city sewer 

system. (Document 1) “The water closets where responseable for 

producing nearly 100 aditional gallons of waste per day on average.” 

So these water closets where creating lots of waste that eventually got 

dumped in to the citys drinking water, and contamating their water. 

In India a lot of their water is being used for farming. (Document 3) 

“researchers estamate that a quarer of indias food is irrigated with 

under ground water that is not being replaced.” So they will 

eventually run out of their under ground water and not have much 

drinking water left. Because how will they make food if they have 

water. 

Sometimes there is no improvement in how we advance. In 

(Document 5) it states “80% of sewage is being discharged un treated 

in to clean water” so this is killing wild life and contamitaning our 

water. We cant drink dirty water because we will die. 

This is how through history you can see improuvment and no 

improuvment on the way we do things and treat water.
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Anchor Level 1 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains poor water quality as an enduring issue raised in the documents (water closets 

responsible for producing nearly 100 additional gallons of waste per day on average; estimated that a 
quarter of India’s food irrigated with underground water that not being replaced; untreated sewage 
being discharged into clean water) 

• Minimally addresses both aspects of the argument 
• Is descriptive (because of advancements throughout time it has progressively gotten better; water 

closets created lots of waste which eventually dumped into city’s drinking water contaminating it; 
India will eventually run out of underground water and not have enough drinking water; question is 
how will India have food if they do not have water; untreated sewage killing wildlife and 
contaminating water; drinking dirty water could cause people to die); includes faulty and weak 
application (80 percent of sewage is being discharged untreated into clean water) 

• Includes minimal facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 4, and 5 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. A few document quotations and limited 
general summaries minimally address the task and demonstrate a limited understanding of poor water 
quality as an enduring issue. A lack of supporting facts and details and overgeneralizations further 
weakens the effort. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A 

The lack of clean water has plagued our world for hundreds of 

years. From Great Britain and India, to China and Africa; 

inadequate amounts of clean water have had devistating results. Part 

of this issue may be caused by geography, but the problem has been 

worsened by rapid industrialization around the world. 

The loss of clean drinking water can be attributed to major 

industrial growth. One major example of this is the outbrakes of 

cholera in London during the industrial revolution. During this time, 

many poor farmers left their homes in the country to move to the city. 

This came with the promise of a better life as a factory worker. 

However, the poorer areas where these people moved to often had poor 

sewage systems that emptied into the river Thames-the main source 

for Londoner’s drinking water. This caused many outbrakes of 

cholera, a water borne illness, in the mid-1800s. This problem became 

worse with the popularization of the indoor toliet. The toliet sewage was 

then emptied in to the River Thames. “This worsened the problem and 

affectively turned London’s main water way into an open sewer.” 

(Document 1) Similar things have happened to the Yellow River in 

northern China. The rapid industrial growth China has had to become 

a world super power have had devistating effects on its central source 

of drinking water. “In its race to become the world’s next super power 

China is not only draining its rivers and aquifers with abondon; it is 

also polluting what’s left so irreversibly that the world bank warns of 

“catastrophic consequences for future generations” (Document 2). 

China is depleating its natural water supply for economic growth; 

however, the longevity of this is called into question as future 

generations will not have these sources available to them. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A 

A final example of this comes from the depletion of the natural 

underground reservoirs in India. Because of its geography, parts of 

India recieve large amounts of rain, while others recieve very little. In 

order for large cities to recieve enough water, water must be drained 

from giant reservoirs underground. “We are emptying these giant 

natural reserviors far faster than the rain can fill them.” (Document 3) 

The lack of clean water is not a recient issue, however it continues 

to this day. “One in nine people worldwide doesn’t have access to 

improved sources of drinking water and one in three lacks improved 

sanitation.” (Document 5)
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B 

The issue of lack of clean water is one so widespread and persistent 

that it affects people in most regions around the world. Waterways 

have become open sewers, promoting the spread of diseases. Factories 

have resorted to making waterways chemical dumps, plaguing 

everyone who comes in contact with the tainted water with health 

defects and disease. It is necessary for societies to take this issue 

seriously before it is too late. 

The outbreak of Cholera occurred in 19th century industrial 

London. Interestingly enough, it was due to the consumption of 

contaminated water from the Thames River. It was agreed that the 

outbreak was due to the ingestion of soiled water but little was done to 

stop it. The River Thames became increasingly polluted as London 

became more urban and industrial. Factories produced waste and 

people living in tenements produced sewage. Both toxins found their 

way into the river. This period in London became known as the “Great 

Stink.” The situation of the poor water quality was only further 

exacerbated by a mandate by the metropolis sewer commission stating 

that cess pools and house drains were to be drained, directly into the 

River Thames. The poor water quality caused a Cholera outbreak that 

killed over 40,000 Londoners. Today, people who live near and 

consume contaminated water also suffer from disease and illness. In 

many areas people who live in poverty and lack proper sanitation 

struggle with issues such as waterborne illness. 

The Yellow River, an icon river in China, faces its own water crisis. 

Like 19th century England industrialization in China had a 

negative impact. China is draining its rivers and aquifers, 

constantly withdrawing more water faster than it can be replaced. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B 

Additionally industrial dumping has occurred as large factories 

dump unfiltered chemical waste into the Yellow River wreaking havoc 

and at times causing the river to turn red, maroon and white. It was 

suggested that a paper mill may have contributed to the problem by 

dumping untreated waste into the river. As a result of these actions 

diseases have spread to those who live nearby. “Cancer villages” near 

the coast may be connected to declining water quality as more and 

more chemicals are introduced. China’s Yellow River has been facing 

a water crisis for over 3 decades and it is constantly worsening with 

limited intervention. If organizations such as Green Camel Bell or the 

government cannot address these water issues China will run out of 

water to support its large population. 

The UN reports that 300-400 MT of waste is dumped by industries 

leading to more contaminated water sources every year. This 

combined with agricultural activities that have produced nitrates 

which are the most common chemical contaminate in groundwater 

aquifers spells nothing but trouble for water quality. During the 

Green Revolution while the introduction of chemical pesticides and 

fertilizers contributed to an increased supply of food, it also led to the 

pollution of soil and water sources. As the agricultural industry has 

maintained the use of various chemicals the contamination of water 

supplies has worsened. Unnatural and toxic chemicals are introduced 

into aquatic environments, degrading ecosystems and standards of 

living world wide. 

This has led to the destruction of environments for humans and 

animals alike. Water is one of the most precious resources in our 

world. Unfortunately, human activity has continually caused the 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B 

depletion and contamination of our necessary water supplies. This has 

led to illness, death, migration, and destruction of habitats. Though 

organizations such as the UN have attempted to address these issues 

more needs to be done. Creative minds need to continue to develop 

ways to cleanse current water supplies and reduce further pollution of 

this resource. We must learn from our history before it’s too late.
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C 

Clean water is necessary for life. However, there is a massive 

problem plaguing our world today, and that is restricted acsess to 

clean water. Due to circumstances such as water pollution, 

overirigation, and water mis use, many people are denied acsess to 

something so fundamentally important to our survival. Increasing 

urbanization combined with population growth in developing 

countries shines light on the fact that we are unaware of how to 

sustainably extract our water resources. This results in a lack of water 

for many people in developing countries. Our misuse and pollution of 

water resources has occurred since the beginning of industrialization 

and continues to threaten our future today. 

Water pollution has plagued Britan since 1831. Cholera, an 

infectious disease caused by untreated sewage in waterways, was a 

major problem that developed because people drank the untreated water 

that was contaminated by human sewage. Four separate epidemics 

took the lives of forty thousand Londeners. Because of a lack in 

sewage treatment facilities and public sanitary measures, many 

people lost their lives due to their polluted water source. It took a more 

comprehensive cooperative effort to treat the water and sewage on the 

large scale than was initially passed by Parliament. The government 

eventually provided the infrastructure needed to handle the sewage 

problem and clean the water, causing cholera to basically be ended in 

London by the late 1800s. However, Britain still struggles with 

keeping the Thames clean. Today’s problem like in many bodies of 

water is plastic pollution which harms fish, wildlife, and potentially 

can have negative effects on human health. This issue is also still 

present today, mainly in developing nations. In many developing 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C 

countries planned infrastructure and sewage systems do not even 

exist. Billions of people do not have access to basic sanitation facilities 

such as toilets or latrines. Many simply defecate in open areas 

polluting the water sources. NGOs such as Estamos in Mozambique 

have formed to provide communities with water pumps and low cost 

sustainable sanitation facilities. However, we still have a long way to 

go. As shown in a poster made by the UN Water day 2013 

International Year of Water Corporation, one in nine people worldwide 

still don’t have access to improved sources of drinking water, and 80% 

of sewage in developing countries is released into the environment 

without being treated. This demonstrates how water pollution has been 

a problem that has persisted since the Industrial Revolution. 

A major cause of the lack of clean water is the overuse of water for 

agricultural and industrial purposes. For example, China has been 

rapidly developing and polluting its water resources including its 

Mother River, the yellow river. China’s large population has strained 

water resources in the country. Additionally businesses continue to 

dump toxic chemicals into the rivers, at times changing their color. 

This has negatively affected drinking water supplies as well as 

destroyed a habitat for many fish and other species in the rivers. 

Additionally, due to excessive water use for personal, agricultural, 

and industrial resons some Chinese rivers have become depleted 

causing people to drain groundwater aquifors. Increased urbanization 

resulting in paved streets and concrete buildings also decreases water 

infiltration that would refill the aquifors. It also blocks recharge 

areas, which is especially harmful for confined aquifors. The drying 

up of aquifers is not unique to China. In countries such as India, this 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C 

is also a common problem concerning water use. One Indian farmer 

makes his money by pumping out water from groundwater reserves 

near his house. This has led to a profitable income for him. As in 

China water demands in India are high due to industrial and 

agricultural uses. Additionally a large population puts a tremendous 

strain on water resources. Rivers like the Ganges in India are a source 

of tremendous pollution. Human waste as well as ashes of the deceased 

have been thrown into the Ganges River. This combined with 

industrial dumping has proved detrimental for individuals who rely 

on the Ganges for bathing and as a source of drinking water. The 

government and organizations have looked for ways to clean the 

Ganges but much still needs to be done. Clearly, there is a link 

between population and pollution. In all places human development 

and activity are devastating our world. The use of water for irrigation 

instead of public drinking has serious affects on humans and the 

environment. 

The damage done by water pollution and overuse is shocking. As 

stated in the UN International Year of Water corperation, there are 3.5 

million deaths every year due to inadequate water supply, sanitation, 

and hygiene. Human settlement, industrial waste, pollution, and 

agricultural activities have resulted in a fresh water deficit for people. 

What makes the problem worse is that our scarce fresh water sources 

are being overused by our current irrigation and where we choose to 

grow our food. In India areas that used to have vast access to rivers no 

longer do because they are dry so they are forced to tap into 

underground aquifers. Closer to home California pumps much of its 

needed water from agricultural purposes. They use the water to grow 
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high water needed products such as almonds. The use of water for 

agriculture is making human drinking water supplies even more 

scarce. Switching to practices such as drip irrigation would lessen 

this issue. Additionally, worldwide water-demanding crops such as 

cotton are being grown in the dry Asian steppe. This has resulted in a 

severe shrinkage of bodies of water such as the Aral sea, where they 

obtain water for crop growing from. The anthropogenic environmental 

and human affects of water use and pollution are very present in our 

world today. 

It is clear that we are quickly losing access to freshwater supplies. 

There are ways to mitigate these loses, however. stricter industrial 

dumping laws, sewage treatment plants, and smarter agricultural 

methods would all help. From the polluting of the Thames in 1831 to 

the current day polluting of the Yellow River, improper water 

treatment has been present for hundreds of years. As we look towards 

the future, we should hope for smarter and more sustainable water use, 

as well as eliminating water pollution. Organizations such as the 

UN, UNICEF, and the Nature Conservancy are tackling this major 

issue. However, individuals and families are going to need to do their 

part as well.
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – D 

Throughout history, the issue of water pollution has affected many 

countries. Some of these countries being india and china, where the 

quality of the water was not the only issue, but so was the quantity. 

During the time of 1831-1866 in London, over 40,000 lives were 

lost due to 4 different epidemics that swept through the area. The 

epidemics were originally thought to have been spread through the 

miasma, or foul air. However, in Document 1, it states “the truth about 

the cause of chlorea was conclusively proven by Robert Koch with his 

discovery of the chlorea bacillus.” This discovery also backed the 

theory of Dr. John Snow “that the disease was spread through 

ingesting soiled water, rather than inhaling foul air” (Doc 1). The 

people of London had drawn their water out of the polluted River 

Thames and this was to blame for the epidemics. 

Another country affected by the pollution and lack of water was 

China and the Yellow River. China was using its water sources 

quicker than they could be reproduced. Also, the little water they have 

left was being polluted in such a bad way that warnings from the 

World Bank were issued for “catastrophic consequences for future 

generations…” (Doc 2). The “country’s unfolding water crisis” is also 

leading the country to possibly face the costs of environmental 

destruction. 

Similarly, in Document 5, the statistics of the water quality in 

our world today is shown. For example, 80% of untreated sewage is 

being emptied directly into bodies of water, further polluting it, 

making it unsafe to drnk. Also, radioactive materials are in the water 

we drink, causing many people to get sick or aquire diseases. Another 

statistic stated in this document is, “one in nine people worldwide 
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doesn’t have access to improved sources of drinking water and one in 

three lacks sanitation” (Doc.5).
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An issue that has endured across time has been the cleanliness of 

fresh water. Humans, as well as many other animals, can only live 

off of clean fresh water (as opposed to saltwater or contaminated 

water). Throughout history, however, bodies of water were frequently 

used as a place to dump unwanted excrements and industrial waste. 

To obtain more fresh water to replace it, people have extracted water 

from underground aquifers causing a strain on this water source as 

well. In total we humans have used, abused, and taken our limited 

supplies of water leading to a scarity of freshwater. 

When many countries began to industrialize in the 1800s people 

thought little about the environment. Mass production of 

manufactured goods starting with the textile industry resulted in 

massive amounts of waste that was often dumped into rivers which 

were also used as people’s source of fresh water. This combined with an 

inadequate sewer system left human waste untreated and dumped 

into the river causing incredibly polluted drinking water sources. One 

place this occurred was in London during the 19th century. In 

London, inefficient waste management combined with the extensive 

amounts of waste produced by water closets and factories led to a 

major problem for Londoners who used the River Thames for their 

water. The river infected with industrial waste water was unhealthy to 

consume but was made worse by the sewer system which dumped 

human waste into it as well. A major disease that was caused by the 

human waste was cholera. In London during the 19th century, four 

separate epidemics killed over forty thousand Londoners 

(Document 1). Despite the high toll of lives, the solutions humans 

provided have not solved the problem. Because of the combined 
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problems of urbanization, industrialization, few laws and 

regulations, and inadequate infrastructure many of the solutions 

that people such as Edwin Chadwick came up with were too little, too 

late. It wasn’t until decades later when the national government got 

more involved and public health became more of a priority that better 

sanitation and sewer systems were built and allowed the epidemics to 

be ended. While the human waste and cholera problems were generally 

solved London still suffered. Like many other places that have 

industries located near their rivers industrial pollution is still a major 

problem. In China during the 21st century, similar events are 

happening since the factories that operate along the Yellow River dump 

their wastes into the river (Document 2). Water from the yellow River 

today is basically unsafe to drink due to the pollution that has been 

dumped into the river due to industrial, agricultural, and human 

waste. Much of it is even unfit for agricultural and industrial uses. 

Water has to be boiled or people need to buy bottled water which 

increases the plastic pollution that is adding to the destruction of even 

more water sources. The scarcity of freshwater sources in China has 

led to more problems which impact the entire ecosystem. In both 

London and China the water that ordinary people drunk from became 

polluted. This problem has many impacts on the ecosystem, and on 

human health. 

Another solution that people have come up with for the scarcity of 

water is to use aquifers. This is particularly a problem because in 

many areas we are draining the aquifers far faster than they can 

naturally replenish. In other words we will eventually run out of this 

fresh water source. In India to obtain the desperately needed water for 
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agriculture and life support, humans have chosen to mine it from 

underground reserves (Document 4). Eventually, they will run out 

and leave the world with only contaminated water. Like India, the 

Middle East is also draining its aquifers, largely for agricultural 

use. This is straining water resources as these aquifers dry up. 

Additionally conflict has emerged between Middle Eastern countries 

as they complete for access and control over water resources. The 

solution is easier said than done. We need to stop dumping waste into 

our waterways and find better ways to deal with our waste. Beyond 

this we need to clean our contaminated water and we need to protect 

what clean water we have left. But because people own land that has 

fresh water and they can make a lot of profit selling the water 

(Document 4) there have to be restrictions on the use and sale of water. 

All of this will require governmental intervention and possible 

international agreements to help us maintain our water sources. 

Back when countries were first industrializing the workers were 

clumped into slums to conserve space. The slums were filthy, due to 

poor management of waste and garbage. Eventually, however, it 

needed to be cleaned, to create cleaner, better cities. Waste, and garbage 

was removed, but dumped into bodies of water-initally it was a simple 

solution to the main problem at the time. Nowadays, although it is 

now realized what problems it can bring-such as a means of 

spreading the cholera disease (Document 1)-many people continue to 

ignore the main problem, that the water bodies are polluted and/or can 

not be renewed fast enough. In developed countries alone 80% of the 

sewage (for a system meant to keep cities clean) is discharged 

untreated into bodies of water (Document 5). Even now, the drinkable 
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water resource is being continuously depleted by pollution and usage. 

Change is difficult but it is overdue. 

The water problem has endured for a major part of civilized history. 

On one hand, water is the simplest, easiest way to dispose of wastes 

allowing for a greater focus on improvement of the industry and 

mechanization. On the other hand, water is a necessary resource for 

survival that is being depleted faster than it can be replenished. 

Efforts to prevent waterway pollution would greatly help conserve 

water, but it would also possibly hamper the industries and cities, for 

they will require a more difficult method to dispose of wastes to 

maintain cleanliness, so they do not return to the conditions of 

slums. Due to the uncertainty of how much clean water remains, this 

problem has endured, as countries accepted industrial growth to 

improve themselves rather than conserve water to prevent an uncertain 

future.
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 2 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains lack of clean water as an enduring issue raised in the documents (plagued our 

world for hundreds of years; loss of clean drinking water can be attributed to major industrial 
growth; toilet sewage emptied into Thames which main source for Londoners’ drinking water; rapid 
industrial growth necessary for China to become a superpower devastating effects on Yellow River; 
in race to become superpower China draining rivers and aquifers and irreversibly polluting what left; 
natural underground reservoirs in India being emptied faster than rain can fill them) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument 
• Is primarily descriptive (has had devastating results; part of issue may be caused by geography, but 

problem worsened by rapid industrialization around the world; poorer areas of cities where people 
moved had poor sewage systems that emptied into river; cholera in London became worse with 
popularization of indoor toilet; China’s practices of depleting water for economic growth called into 
question as future generations will not have sources available to them; because of its geography parts 
of India receive large amounts of rain while others receive little; water drained from giant 
underground reservoirs in India to supply large cities) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 2, 4, and 5 
• Presents little relevant outside information (during Industrial Revolution many poor farmers left their 

homes in the country to move to city; city promised better life as a factory worker) 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Quotations of relevant document 
information and a relevant outside reference to migration of farmers to cities for factory jobs are 
accompanied by limited explanations. An attempt to compare the problems with the Thames to the 
Yellow River lacks development. The treatment of how the issue has endured over time is briefly 
summarized in the conclusion. 
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 3 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains lack of clean water as an enduring issue raised in the documents (waterways 

have become open sewers promoting spread of disease; factories resorted to making waterways 
chemical dumps plaguing everyone who comes in contact with tainted water with health defects and 
disease; today people who live near and consume contaminated water also suffer from disease and 
illness; if organizations such as Green Camel Bell or government cannot address water issues China 
will run out of water to support its large population; United Nations reports more waste dumped by 
industries every year leading to more contaminated water sources; agricultural activities produce 
nitrates which most common chemical contaminant in groundwater aquifers spells nothing but 
trouble for water quality) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with little depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (necessary for societies to take issue seriously before too late; 

agreed that cholera outbreak due to ingestion of soiled water but little done to stop it; situation in 
London further exacerbated by mandate from Sewer Commission stating that cesspools and house 
drains to go directly into Thames; like 19th century England industrialization in China both draining 
its rivers and aquifers constantly withdrawing more water faster than can be replaced; industrial 
dumping has occurred as large factories dump unfiltered chemical waste into Yellow River; “cancer 
villages” near coast may be connected to declining water quality as more and more chemicals 
introduced; China’s Yellow River facing a water crisis for over three decades which constantly 
worsening with limited intervention; unnatural and toxic chemicals introduced into aquatic 
environments degrading ecosystems and standards of living worldwide; water one of most precious 
resources in our world but human activity continually caused depletion and contamination of 
necessary water supplies) 

• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from documents 1, 2, and 
5 

• Includes limited relevant outside information (Thames became increasingly polluted as London 
became more urban and industrial; London factories produced waste and people living in tenements 
produced sewage; period in 19th century London became known as the “Great Stink”; in many areas 
of Africa and Latin America people who live in poverty and lack proper sanitation struggle with 
issues such as waterborne illness; during Green Revolution while introduction of chemical pesticides 
and fertilizers contributed to increased supply of food they also led to pollution of soil and water 
resources; as agricultural industry maintained use of various chemicals contamination of water 
supplies worsened)  

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. An understanding of the lack of clean 
water as an enduring issue is demonstrated utilizing brief interpretation of document information. 
While some good statements are included, they lack supporting facts and details weakening the 
discussion. 
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately explains restricted access to clean water as an enduring issue raised 

in the documents (clean water necessary for life; many ways humans deplete our water sources; 
cholera an infectious disease caused by untreated sewage in waterways in Britain; lack of sewage 
treatment facilities and public sanitation measures led many to lose their lives; Parliament eventually 
provided infrastructure needed to handle sewage problem, clean the water, and end cholera; China’s 
large population rapidly depleting and polluting water resources including Mother River; human 
settlement, industrial waste, pollution, and agricultural activities resulted in a fresh water deficit) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (increasing urbanization combined with population growth in 

developing countries shines light on fact that people unaware how to sustainably extract water 
resources; due to excessive water use for personal, agricultural, and industrial reasons some Chinese 
rivers depleted causing people to drain groundwater aquifers; drying up of aquifers not unique to 
China as India similar problems due to agricultural and industrial use and large population; scarce 
fresh water sources being overused by current irrigation methods and where we choose to grow our 
food; use of water for agriculture making human drinking water supplies even more scarce; ways to 
mitigate loss of freshwater include stricter industrial dumping laws, sewage treatment plants, and 
smarter agricultural methods) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from all the documents 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (Britain still 
struggles with keeping Thames clean; today’s problem plastic pollution which harms fish, wildlife, 
and potentially can have negative effects on human health; in many developing countries planned 
infrastructure and sewage systems do not exist and billions of people no access to basic sanitation 
facilities; continuation of Chinese businesses dumping toxic chemicals into rivers negatively affected 
drinking water supplies as well as destroying habitat for many fish and other species; increased 
urbanization resulting in paved street and concrete buildings decreases water infiltration that would 
refill aquifers; urbanization blocks recharge areas which especially harmful for confined aquifers; 
human waste and ashes of deceased thrown into Ganges in India and combined with industrial 
dumping detrimental for individuals who rely on Ganges for bathing and source of drinking water; 
government and organizations looked for ways to clean Ganges but link between population and 
pollution means much still needs to be done; California pumps much of its needed water for 
agricultural products such as almonds which need great amounts of water; switching to practices 
such as drip irrigation would lessen problems; worldwide water-demanding crops such as cotton 
being grown in dry Asian steppe resulting in severe shrinkage of bodies of water such as Aral Sea; 
organizations such as United Nations, UNICEF, and Nature Conservancy tackling issue) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. A thoughtful discussion is supported by 
substantive details and analytic statements. Critical appraisal of document information, comparative 
statements, and current examples effectively establish links across time and place and the hope for 
smarter and more sustainable water use in the future. 
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 1 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains water pollution as an enduring issue raised in the documents (has affected 

many countries; 40,000 lives lost in London between 1831 and 1866 due to four different epidemics; 
people of London drank their water out of polluted Thames; water in China being polluted in a bad 
way; untreated sewage being directly emptied into bodies of water further polluting it; radioactive 
materials polluting water; one in nine people worldwide do not have access to improved sources of 
drinking water) 

• Minimally addresses both aspects of the argument 
• Is descriptive (quality of water not only issue so was quantity; truth about cause of cholera 

conclusively proven; China using water sources quicker than they can be reproduced; catastrophic 
consequences for future generations as result of pollution of water left in China; China possibly 
facing costs of environmental destruction); includes faulty and weak application (80 percent of 
untreated sewage is being emptied into bodies of water) 

• Includes minimal facts, examples, and details from documents 1, 2, and 5 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and lacks a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Limited methodical interpretation of 
relevant document information demonstrates a basic understanding of water pollution as an enduring 
issue. Although all aspects of the task are referenced, lack of development and inclusion of weak 
generalizations weakens the response.  
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 4 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and accurately explains water problems as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(humans have used, abused, and taken over limited supplies of water leading to a scarcity of fresh 
water; massive amounts of waste often dumped into rivers which also used as people’s source of 
fresh water; inadequate sewer system left human waste untreated and when dumped into river caused 
incredibly polluted drinking water sources; in many areas aquifers being drained faster than can 
naturally be replenished) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task 
• Is both descriptive and analytical (despite high toll of lives from cholera, solutions humans provided 

have not solved problem; scarcity of fresh water sources in China has led to more problems which 
impact entire ecosystem; eventually world will be left with only contaminated water; need to stop 
dumping waste into waterways and find better ways to deal with waste; need to clean contaminated 
water and protect what clean water is left; because people who own land that has fresh water can 
make great profits there have to be restrictions on use and sale of water; solving water problems will 
require governmental intervention and possibly international agreements; water simplest, easiest way 
to dispose of waste allowing for greater focus on improvement of industry and mechanization; efforts 
to prevent waterway pollution would greatly help conserve water but would possibly hamper 
industries and cities as they would require a more difficult method to dispose of waste to maintain 
cleanliness so they do not return to conditions of slums; countries accepted industrial growth to 
improve themselves rather than conserve water to prevent an uncertain future) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from 
documents 1, 2, 4, and 5 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (humans, as well as many other 
animals, can only live off clean fresh water as opposed to saltwater or contaminated water; when 
many countries began to industrialize in the 1800s people thought little about environment; mass 
production of manufactured goods starting with textile industry resulted in massive amounts of 
waste; River Thames which infected with industrial waste unhealthy to consume but made worse by 
sewer system which dumped human waste into it as well; because of combined problems of 
urbanization, industrialization, few laws and regulations, and inadequate infrastructure many 
solutions too little too late; not until national government became more involved and public health 
became more of a priority that better sanitation and sewer systems built allowing cholera epidemics 
to end; much of water from Yellow River unfit for agricultural and industrial uses; water has to be 
boiled or people need to buy bottled water which increases plastic pollution adding to destruction of 
even more water sources; Middle East also draining its aquifers, largely for agricultural use; conflict 
emerged between Middle Eastern countries as compete for access and control over water resources) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The strength of this response is the 
interpretation of document information and thoughtful analytic conclusions that acknowledge that 
countries have prioritized industrialized growth over conservation of water. Additional supporting facts 
and details would have strengthened the thesis and improved the discussion. 
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department 
 

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test 
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assess-
ments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make 
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows: 
 
1. Go to http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/teacher-feedback-state-assessments. 
 
2. Select the test title. 
 
3. Complete the required demographic fields. 
 
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided. 
 
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form. 

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2022 
Regents Exam in Global History and Geography II (Grade 10) will be posted on 
the Department’s web site at: http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-
regents-examinations on the day of the exam. Conversion charts provided for the 
previous administrations of any Global History and Geography examinations 
must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.
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