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Mechanics of Rating 
The procedures on pages 2 and 3 are to be used in rating papers for this examination. More detailed 

directions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included 
in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in Global History and Geography II. 

 
Rating the CRQ (open-ended) Questions 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 
Introduction to the task— 

• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 
 

(2) The CRQ questions are to be scored by one rater. 
(3) The scores for each CRQ question must be recorded in the student’s examination booklet and on the 

student’s answer sheet. The letter identifying the rater must also be recorded on the answer sheet. 
(4) Record the total Part II score if the space is provided on the student’s Part I answer sheet. 

 
Rating the Enduring Issues Essay Question 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 

Introduction to the task— 
• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers— 
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task 
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the 

response to the rubric 
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary 

Practice scoring individually— 
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries  

provided 
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to 

actual rating 

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on 
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not  
correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind. 

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that  
differ by more than one point. 
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Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (CRQs,  
Enduring Issues Essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required  
number of times as specified in the rating guide, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are 
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale 
score has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer 
papers. 

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers, calculating a final 
score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining 
the student’s final examination score.  

The conversion chart for this examination is located at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and must 
be used for determining the final examination score.
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Global History and Geography II (Grade 10) 
Part II Question-Specific Rubric 
Constructed Response Questions  

August 2019 

Document 1

 
29 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the developments occurring in Great Britain 

as described in this excerpt.  
 
Score of 1: 

Examples:  
British industrialization occurred;  
home/foreign trade increased creating a demand for manufactured goods;  
new inventions introduced the cotton trade to Britain;  
more demand for manufactured goods led to need for more labor;  
more demand for cotton fabric led to extension of British foreign trade;  
increase in population and urbanization provided a labor force for factories;  
wars encouraged/made use of industrial innovation;  
innovation in steam/factory system started the Industrial Revolution;  
mercantilism/colonialism had led to Great Britain acquiring colonies/resources;  
rise of/expansion of the British Empire;  
industrialization has led to poor working conditions;  
growth of wealth and power allowed Britain to fight and defeat France;  
new inventions led to more textiles being produced/exported 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples:  
trade/manufacturing/commerce was insignificant in 1817;  
Britain remained focused on agriculture over manufacturing;  
American Revolution/War of 1812/wars; 
foreign trade 

• No response 

Robert Owen was a businessman and a social activist, who was originally from Wales. He had 
visionary ideas for improving workers’ conditions and local communities.

DEDICATED MOST RESPECTFULLY TO THE BRITISH LEGISLATURE.

THOSE who were engaged in the trade, manufactures, and commerce of this country 
thirty or forty years ago, formed but a very insignifi cant portion of the knowledge, 
wealth, infl uence, or population of the Empire.

Prior to that period, Britain was essentially agricultural. But, from that time to 
the present, the home and foreign trade have increased in a manner so rapid and 
extraordinary as to have raised commerce to an importance, which it never previously 
attained in any country possessing so much political power and infl uence. This change 
has been owing chiefl y to the mechanical inventions which introduced the cotton trade 
into this country, and to the cultivation of the cotton-tree in America. The wants, which 
this trade created for the various materials requisite [necessary] to forward its multiplied 
operations, caused an extraordinary demand for almost all the manufactures previously 
established, and, of course, for human labour. The numerous fanciful and useful fabrics 
manufactured from cotton soon became objects of desire in Europe and America: 
and the consequent extension of the British foreign trade was such as to astonish and 
confound [confuse] the most enlightened statesmen both at home and abroad.

The immediate effects of this manufacturing phenomenon were a rapid increase of 
the wealth, industry, population and political infl uence of the British empire; and by the 
aid of which it has been enabled to contend for fi ve-and-twenty years against the most 
formidable military and immoral power that the world perhaps ever contained.

These important results, however, great as they really are, have not been obtained 
without accompanying evils of such a magnitude as to raise a doubt whether the latter 
do not preponderate [dominate] over the former. . . .

Source: Robert Owen, Observations on the E  ect of the Manufacturing System: 
With Hints for the Improvement of Those Parts of it Which are Most 

Injurious to Health and Morals, (Second Edition),
R. and A. Taylor, 1817 (adapted)

CRQ Set 1:
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Document 2

This excerpt is taken from John Fielden’s, The Curse of the Factory System. This work was 
originally published in London in 1836. John Fielden was a Lancashire textile owner who 
was deeply committed to the cause of social reform. He discusses the problems faced by 
businessmen like himself, who were trying to make a profi t and protect their workers at the 
same time.

. . . Here, then, is the “curse” of our factory-system: as improvements in 
machinery have gone on, the “avarice [self-interest] of masters” has prompted 
many to exact more labour from their hands than they were fi tted by nature 
to perform, and those who have wished for the hours of labour to be less for 
all ages than the legislature would even yet sanction [approve], have had no 
alternative but to conform more or less to the prevailing practice, or abandon 
the trade altogether. This has been the case with regard to myself and my 
partners. We had never worked more than seventy-one hours a week before 
Sir JOHN HOBHOUSE’S Act was passed. We then came down to sixty-nine; 
and, since Lord ALTHORP’S Act was passed, in 1833, we have reduced the 
time of adults to sixty-seven and a half hours a week, and that of children under 
thirteen years of age to forty-eight hours in the week, though to do this latter, 
has, I must admit, subjected us to much inconvenience, but the elder hands to 
more, inasmuch as the relief given to the child is in some measure imposed on 
the adult. But the overworking does not apply to children only; the adults are 
also overworked. The increased speed given to machinery within the last thirty 
years, has, in very many instances, doubled the labour of both. Mr. Longston’s 
evidence before Mr. SADLER’S Committee establishes this fact beyond 
dispute, and my own knowledge of the subject requires that I should confi rm, 
as I do, the truth of his statement. . . .

Source: John Fielden, The Curse of the Factory System, Second Edition,
Augustus M. Kelley Publishers, 1969 

30 Based on this excerpt, identify John Fielden’s point of view concerning the factory system’s 
impact on laborers. 

 
Score of 1: 

Examples:  
factory system leads to long working hours for men/women/children;  
improvements in machinery caused long hours for laborers;  
improvements in machinery prompted factory owners to demand more labor than people are 

suited to perform;  
decreasing working hours for children increases the hours that adults work;  
factory system is unfair to laborers and needs to be reformed;  
the factory system has been a “curse” for workers;  
increased speed of machines has doubled the workloads, making it unfair for workers/laborers; 
factory system is bad/hurtful/unfair;  
adults are overworked;  
working conditions should change 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples:  
treatment of workers improved under the factory system;  
subjected us to much inconvenience;  
Sir John Hobhouse’s/Lord Althorp’s Act passed;  
Mr. Longston’s evidence establishes this;  
knowledge requires that I confirm;  
it is a true statement;  
long hours 

• No response 
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31 Identify and explain a cause-and-effect relationship between the events and/or ideas found in 
documents 1 and 2. Be sure to use evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. 

Score of 1: 
Examples:  

British industrialization led to the “curse” of the factory system;  
British manufacturing phenomenon caused overworking of laborers/need for reform; 
increased British trade in cotton led to an increased demand for labor;  
desire for fanciful/useful fabrics led to a successful textile industry in Britain;  
observations and testimonies from factory owners such as Robert Owen and John Fielden 

encouraged new labor reforms;  
Robert Owen mentions evils of manufacturing and John Fielden explains reforms needed to 

take care of these evils;  
increasing demand for textiles/goods in markets led to adult textile workers working long 

hours/71/69/67 hours;  
child labor in factories was a result of the Industrial Revolution;  
poor working conditions/long hours resulted from British industrialization;  
increases in the population of Britain led to there being more people available to become 

workers who were needed by the factory system;  
increased wealth of the British Empire created a larger class of masters/factory owners 

exacting/demanding labor 
 

Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples:  
Robert Owen/John Fielden were labor reformers;  
laborers deserved better conditions/shorter hours;  
the Industrial Revolution was a turning point;  
Parliament passed reforms; 
Britain was agricultural and then became industrial;  
rapid increases in wealth and more labor from their hands;  
trade and child laborers working long hours;  
fancy fabrics and overworked laborers 

• No response 
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Peep Under the Iron Curtain

Source: Leslie Gilbert Illingworth, Daily Mail, March 6, 1946 (adapted)

Joseph 
Stalin

Winston 
Churchill

RUSSIA

Geographic Context—refers to where this historical development/event is 
taking place and why it is taking place there.

Document 1

32 Explain the geographic context for the historical development/event shown in this 1946 
cartoon. 

 
Score of 1: 

Examples:  
after World War II, the Soviets controlled how Eastern Europe would be rebuilt; 
Europe became divided after World War II as a result of decisions made at the Yalta 

Conference;  
Europe was divided after World War II into communist countries and non-communist 

countries;  
the ideological split between the Allies at the end of World War II was represented in the Iron 

Curtain that Stalin created when he blocked trade/travel/railroad traffic between Eastern 
and Western Europe;  

the Soviets refused to leave Eastern European countries after World War II and created a 
buffer zone;  

the Soviets established satellite countries in the areas of Eastern Europe that they liberated 
during World War II;  

the Soviets helped build industries based on the communist model in Eastern Europe while 
the Allies in Western Europe asked the Americans to help them to rebuild after World 
War II;  

after World War II, the Soviets controlled who entered/traded with Eastern Europe because 
they controlled those countries;  

Germany became divided between the Allied Powers at the end of World War II with the 
French, British, and Americans controlling the western portion and the Soviets controlling 
the eastern portion;  

people in Eastern Europe attempted to flee communist control and the Soviets passed laws 
built fences/found ways to block people from leaving Eastern Europe;  

the Iron Curtain split Europe;  
Germany was divided into four zones 

CRQ Set 2:
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Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples:  
the Berlin Wall was built;  
Europe used Marshall Plan/Truman Doctrine money to rebuild;  
the borders of Germany remained unchanged; 
industrialization;  
railroads were built;  
Holocaust;  
liberation of concentration camps;  
Stalin looked under the Iron Curtain;  
Winston Churchill spied on the Soviets;  
ideological differences;  
the Iron Curtain;  
divided Europe;  
Eastern Europe was industrialized 

• No response 
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Document 2

United States President George H. W. Bush and Russian President Boris Yeltsin met at Camp 
David at a United States–Russian Summit. They issued a Joint Declaration on February 1, 1992.

At the conclusion of this meeting between an American President and the President of a new 
and democratic Russia, we, the leaders of two great peoples and nations, are agreed that a 
number of principles should guide relations between Russia and America.

1. Russia and the United States do not regard each other as potential adversaries. From now 
on the relationship will be characterized by friendship and partnership founded on mutual 
trust and respect and a common commitment to democracy and economic freedom.

2. We will work to remove any remnants of cold war hostility, including taking steps to reduce 
our strategic arsenals.

3. We will do all we can to promote a mutual well-being of our peoples and to expand as 
widely as possible the ties that now bind our peoples. Openness and tolerance should be 
the hallmark of relations between our peoples and governments.

4. We will actively promote free trade, investment and economic cooperation between our 
two countries.

5. We will make every effort to support the promotion of our shared values for democracy, 
the rule of law, respect for human rights, including minority rights, respect for borders and 
peaceful change around the globe.

6. We will work actively together to:
– Prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and associated technology, and 

curb the spread of advanced conventional arms on the basis of principles to be agreed upon.
– Settle regional confl icts peacefully.
– Counter terrorism, halt drug traffi cking and forestall [prevent] environmental degradation.
In adopting these principles, the United States and Russia today launch a new era in our 
relationship. In this new era, we seek a peace, an enduring peace that rests on lasting common 
values. This can be an era of peace and friendship that offers hope not only to our peoples, but 
to the peoples of the world. . . .

Source: “Joint Declaration,” U.S.–Russian Summit, Camp David, February 1, 1992
Berlin Information Center for Transatlantic Security online

 
33 Based on this document, explain the purpose of this joint declaration by United States 

President George H. W. Bush and Russian President Boris Yeltsin. 
 
Score of 1: 

Examples:  
to establish principles to guide relations between Russia and America;  
to show the world that Russia and the United States trust/respect each other;  
to promote their friendship/their partnership;  
to promote democracy and economic freedom;  
to promote free trade/investment/economic cooperation;  
to acknowledge shared values of peace/human rights/democracy;  
to establish a new era for the relationship between Russia and United States;  
to show how Russia and the United States will work together for a safer world;  
to remove any remnants of Cold War hostility;  
to end the Cold War;  
to avoid future conflict;  
to curb the creation/proliferation of nuclear weapons;  
to work against common dangers;  
to counter terrorism/halt drug trafficking/prevent environmental degradation; 
take steps to reduce strategic arsenals;  
to expand the ties that bind their people;  
to show United States solidarity with Russia;  
United States wants to help stabilize/legitimize Yeltsin’s Russia;  
to agree to a number of principles 
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Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples:  
to build weapons of mass destruction together;  
to continue the conflict that divided the world;  
to work against one another;  
Russia and the United States are adversaries/enemies;  
to protect either side;  
to stop the spread of communism;  
to set up a meeting at Camp David 

• No response 
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34a  Identify a turning point associated with the historical developments related to both 
documents 1 and 2. 

 
Score of 1: 

Examples:  
end of the Cold War;  
collapse of communism;  
fall of the Iron Curtain;  
rise of democracies in former communist countries;  
failure of Soviet policies;  
transformation of the USSR’s/Russia’s government;  
major shift in communist and noncommunist relations;  
fall of the Soviet Union 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples:  
rise of the Soviet Union;  
creation of communism 

• No response 
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34b  Explain why the historical developments associated with these documents are considered a 
turning point. Be sure to use evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. 

 
Score of 1: 

Examples:  
dismantling of Iron Curtain after World War II led to the superpowers taking a new approach 

to peace in the 1990s;  
democratic nations had little or no admittance to the Soviet Union, but when the Iron Curtain 

came down in the 1990s, diplomacy opened up/political relationships changed;  
failure of Soviet policies led to the fall of the Iron Curtain and better Russian relations with 

Europe/United States/the world;  
document 1 shows Europe divided by communism/the Cold War and document 2 shows a 

major change with the United States and Russia removing Cold War hostility;  
trade/travel from the West to Eastern Europe/Soviet Union/Russia was limited during the 

Cold War and trade expanded with the Camp David Summit in 1992;  
document 1 shows Stalin/Soviets not wanting to admit people to Eastern Europe and 

document 2 shows that openness became a hallmark of relations;  
during the Cold War, the Soviet Union controlled people with walls/snipers/totalitarianism, 

and after the Cold War, Russia stated they would promote respect for human rights and 
respect for borders;  

there were hostilities between the West and the Soviets in 1946 and an era of peace and 
friendship started in 1992;  

Stalin led a communist totalitarian regime and Yeltsin was president of a new and democratic 
Russia;  

the satellite states formed after World War II dissolved with the ending of the Cold War and 
the emergence of new relationships;  

in 1946, the United States and its allies were enemies of the Soviet Union, and in 1992, there 
was a shift to the United States and Russia working together to fight common 
dangers/terrorism;  

during the Cold War, the Soviets promoted heavy industry/militarization, and after the Cold 
War ended, the United States and Russia worked together to prevent proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples:  
the Great Wall came down and ended communism worldwide;  
at the United States-Russia summit, the leaders decided to build a wall that divided communist 

and democratic nations;  
the rise of democracy in Russia;  
people could not see into the Soviet Union and then they could;  
Europe was divided by the Berlin Wall;  
Russia industrialized and modernized 

• No response 
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Global History and Geography II (Grade 10) 
Part III Content-Specific Rubric 

Enduring Issues Essay 

Task:

• Identify and defi ne an enduring issue raised by this set of documents
• Argue why the issue you selected is signifi cant and how it has endured 

across time

In your essay, be sure to
• Identify the enduring issue based on a historically accurate 

interpretation of at least three documents
• Defi ne the issue using relevant evidence from at least three documents
• Argue that this is a signifi cant issue that has endured by showing:

– How the issue has affected people or has been affected by people
– How the issue has continued to be an issue or has changed over time

• Include relevant outside information from your knowledge of social 
studies

Scoring Notes:

1. Some examples of enduring issues that students may identify in at least three documents are 
provided. However, other issues may be identified if they are supported by accurate facts and 
examples from both the documents and outside information. 

2. The discussion of the issue must be related to the documents, accomplish the task, and be 
supported by accurate facts and examples. 

3. The identification and definition of the enduring issue may be included in the discussion of 
why the issue is significant and how it has endured across time. 

4. Information used to discuss how the enduring issue affected people or has been affected by 
people may also be used to discuss how the issue has endured across time. 

5. The enduring issue may be discussed from different perspectives as long as the position taken 
is supported with accurate historical facts and examples.  

6. A specific time period or era need not be identified as long as it is implied in the discussion. 
7. A response may discuss both how the selected enduring issue has affected people and how the 

issue has been affected by people.  
8. A response may discuss both continuity and change regarding the selected enduring issue. 
9. While not required, a student may include information from the 9th-grade social studies 

framework. 
10. While the United States should not be the focus of the argument, issues related to the United 

States may be used to address the task as long as information used relates to the enduring issue 
selected from these documents.  

11. While the focus of the response should be on the enduring issue that is identified, additional 
enduring issues may be referenced as part of the discussion. However, if two or more enduring 
issues are addressed in separate discussions, only the first one should be scored. 
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Score of 5:  
• Clearly identifies and accurately defines one enduring issue raised in at least three documents (See 

example Definition and Evidence from Documents on page 17)  
• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument about how the enduring issue has affected 

people or how the issue has been affected by them and how the issue continues to be an issue or has 
changed over time 

• Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information) 
• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 

from at least three documents  
• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information that includes facts, 

examples, and details from at least three documents 
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
 
Score of 4:  
• Identifies and accurately defines one enduring issue raised in at least three documents 
• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the enduring issue has affected people or 

has been affected by them and how it continues to be an issue or has changed over time OR develops 
the argument somewhat unevenly by discussing one aspect of the argument more thoroughly than the 
other 

• Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information) 
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from at 

least three documents  
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
 
Score of 3:  
• Identifies and defines one enduring issue raised in the set of documents 
• Develops both aspects of the argument with little depth or develops only one aspect of the argument 

in some depth; may include minor inaccuracies  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information) 
• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from some of the 

documents 
• Includes limited relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
 
Score of 2:  
• Identifies, but does not clearly define, one enduring issue raised in the set of documents 
• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument or develops one aspect of the argument in little 

depth; may include some inaccuracies 
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from the documents or consists primarily of 

relevant information copied from the documents 
• Presents little or no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an 

introduction or a conclusion  
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Score of 1:  
• Identifies, but does not define, one enduring issue raised in the documents 
• Minimally develops one aspect of the argument; may include inaccuracies 
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding or application 
• Includes some vague, unclear references to the documents or includes minimal relevant facts, 

examples, and details copied from the documents  
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an 

introduction and a conclusion  
 
 
Score of 0:  
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, 
examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copied from the documents; OR includes only entire 
documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper 

All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while preserving 

actual student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are easier for raters to 

read and use as scoring aids. 

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring examination 

papers and focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-specific rubric should 

be applied holistically in determining the level of a student’s response. 
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Issues found in documents 
 
Document 1: Impact of cooperative groups; government role in resource management; international role in 
resource management; exploitation of environment; grievances against government/leadership; human 
impact on the environment; war; conflict; desire for peace; threats or damage to resources or to the resource 
base; exploitation of resources; threats to livelihood; extraction of resources by armed groups; inability of 
government to safeguard resources; greed; marginalization of local population; role of group cooperation in 
preventing exploitation; inequalities in power; competition for control of resources 
 
Document 2: Impact of colonialism; impact of imperialism; human rights violations; impact of 
industrialization; impact of trade; punitive treatment of labor; exploitation of resources; exploitation of 
labor/people; traditional vs. modern manufacturing; impact of technology; impact of 
duties/tariffs/taxes; conflict; inequalities in power; marginalization of local population; threat to 
livelihood; greed; government oppression 

Document 3: Impact of imperialism; human rights violations; impact of industrialization; inequalities 
in power; conflict; exploitation of resources; human impact on the environment; exploitation of 
labor/people; impact of colonialism; lack of freedom; grievances against government/leadership; 
government oppression 

Document 4: Human rights violations; war; conflict; exploitation of resources; impact of trade; 
exploitation of labor/people; forced displacement; impact of migration; mass torture; threat to 
livelihood; deforestation; human impact on the environment; grievances against 
government/leadership; inequalities in power; marginalization of local population; scarcity; impact of 
cooperative groups; government oppression; competition for control of resources 
 
Document 5: War; rebellion; conflict; impact of trade; impact of globalization; exploitation of 
resources; impact of cooperative groups; desire for independence; lack of security; inequalities in power; 
grievances against government/leadership; government oppression; impact of imperialism; competition 
for control of resources 
 
This chart suggests enduring issues that can be found in at least three documents. It is not meant to be a 
comprehensive list and students may identify enduring issues not included in the chart. 
 

Possible Enduring Issues  
in the Documents 

Documents associated with  
Enduring Issue 

Human rights violations 2, 3, 4 
Exploitation of resources 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Grievances against 
government/leadership 

1, 3, 4, 5 

Impact of trade 2, 4, 5 
Conflict 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
War 1, 4, 5 
Exploitation of labor/people 2, 3, 4 
Inequalities in power 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Human impact on the environment 1, 3, 4 
Impact of cooperative groups 1, 4, 5 
Competition for control of resources 1, 4, 5 
Impact of imperialism 2, 3, 5 
Government oppression 2, 3, 4, 5 
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Example Issue: Exploitation of Resources 
 

Identify and Define: 
The exploitation of resources means that land, labor, and capital are taken for the economic and/or 
political benefit of those in control while causing harm to the environment, government, and/or society. 
This exploitation undermines the opportunities of native peoples to profit causing the destruction of the 
environment and/or controlling or subjugating indigenous laborers to extract or produce the resource 
often leading to conflict over who controls the resource. 
 
Evidence from the documents to support the definition: 
 
Document 1: The United Nations has taken measures to assist nations in reestablishing control over 
their resources and in preventing illegal exploitation. Exploitation of natural resources (timber, 
minerals, oil, and gas) can lead to environmental damage, marginalization of the local population, 
greed, and violent conflicts. 
 
Document 2:  In India, the Mughal Empire and later the British Empire produced muslin fabric as 
cheaply as possible for profit at the expense of Indian laborers working in poor conditions. When the 
British industrialized and created factories, they displaced the need for Indian handmade muslin cloth at 
home and overseas.  
 
Document 3:  In the Congo Free State, King Leopold II forced Africans to extract rubber for the 
benefit of Belgium.  
 
Document 4:  In Cambodia, timber resources helped pay for the war between the government and the 
Khmer Rouge. The wealth generated by selling timber led to increased conflict, damage to the 
environment, and torture, exploitation, and forced displacement of Cambodians.  

 
Document 5:  In Africa, the exploitation of diamonds helped fund militias that challenged the existing 
government. Diamonds were often traded for weapons, while preventing legitimate governments from 
profiting from their sale. Exploitation of diamonds created conflicts/wars within Africa while 
Europeans economically benefited from receiving diamonds and selling weapons. 
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Example Issue: Exploitation of Resources  
 

                                                                                                 
Document Information Outside Information 

How issue affected people/how people affected issue  How issue affected people/how people 
affected issue  

Doc 1—International Day for Preventing Exploitation of 
the Environment in War and Armed Conflict held by 
United Nations 

Acknowledgement by United Nations Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon that there cannot be peace if resources 
people depend on for income or sustenance damaged or 
destroyed 

Marginalization of local populations/violent conflicts due 
to exploitation of resources  

Six United Nations peacekeeping missions to help support 
countries in reestablishing control over their resources 

Doc 2—Cotton textiles exported out of India to other    
   regions of the world  
Fortunes made by British with exportation of Indian 

muslin 
Mughal State established workshops (kothis) to exploit 

labor and resources 
Indian farmers and weavers squeezed by British Crown 

until nothing left 
Tariffs, duties, and taxes imposed on textile exports by 

British  
Devastation of Indian cotton/muslin industry by British 
Doc 3—African laborers exploited to meet Belgian king’s 

demands for rubber 
Demands in Congo Free State resisted by Africans 
King Leopold II’s power feared by Africans 
Doc 4—Timber used to fund war efforts 
Conflict over timber resources (mass torture, exploitation, 

forced displacement) 
People displaced by conflict over timber resources 
Local economy/environment destroyed 
Repercussions, aggravated grievances for indigenous 

people, rebellion, and conflict from deforestation 
Doc 5— Civil wars funded through exploitation of 

diamonds 
Weapons traded for African diamonds by Europe 
Conflict with African communities caused by control of 

resources  
Civil War in Sierra Leone as a result of actions by RUF 
Blood diamonds mined by those seeking to oppose 

legitimate governments 
Recognition of conflict related to blood diamonds by 

United Nations 

Forcing natives of Latin America to work 
on European sugar plantations 
sometimes resulting in death 

Enslaving Africans for work on American 
plantations (Middle Passage) 

European imperialism in Africa (cotton, 
tea, coffee, gems, ivory)  

European imperialism in Asia (tea, opium, 
rubber) 

Resistance efforts against foreign 
exploitation of resources (Gandhi’s Salt 
March/textile boycott) 

Use of sweatshop laborers to produce 
globally traded goods (clothing, shoes, 
electronics, toys, sports equipment) 

Chinese development of African resources 
Efforts by organizations to prevent 

resource exploitation and environmental 
degradation (Greenpeace, Friends of the 
Earth, Union for Sustainable 
Development, Women’s Environmental 
Development Organization) 

Exploitation of rain forests (Amazon, 
Congo, Southeast Asia)  

Details about soil 
exhaustion/desertification (Sahel, Gobi 
region) 
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Example Issue: Exploitation of Resources 
 

                                                                                              
Document Information Outside Information 

How issue continued or changed over time  How issue continued or changed over time  
Continuity: 
Doc 1—Since 1990 continuation of violent 

conflicts despite efforts to stop exploitation of 
resources 

Doc 2—Indian laborers exploited under both 
Mughal State and British Empire to produce 
muslin 

Doc 4—In Cambodia, timber resources exploited 
since 1970s to fund groups engaged in conflict at 
expense of many Cambodians 

Doc 5—African diamond exploitation often used to 
fund rebel groups, acquire weapons in trade, 
cause conflict 

 
Changes: 
Doc 1—Six peacekeeping missions mandated by 

United Nations in effort to support host country’s 
ability to reestablish control over its resource 
base  

Doc 2—Exploitation of Indian resources and 
profits for British creating hardship for Indians as 
muslin industry brought to its knees while under 
British colonization  

Doc 3—Increase in Belgian power as a result of 
exploitation of African laborers and rubber  

Exposure of exploitation by publications (Punch 
political cartoons in British magazine) 

Continuity: 
Exploitation of land, labor, and resources of those 

colonized by imperial powers  
Groups often shortsighted in way resources used 

and impact of exploiting resources 
Resources often unevenly distributed causing 

competition 
Control of resources often associated with wealth 

and power 
 
Changes: 
Change in demand for resources over time, 

depending on human needs and wants and 
availability of technology 

Changes in power and wealth and extent to which 
labor has a say or is exploited as result of who 
controls resources 

Recognition of consequences of exploiting 
resources and exploration of ways to mitigate 
consequences 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – A

In the 1800s, European nations colonized most of Africa and 

India. These colonies were exploited of their natural resources, only to 

benefit the Europeans. European empires imposed plantation systems 

in their colonies and also developed technologies and infrastructure to 

insure efficient exportation of the cash crops from colonial lands 

creating even greater profits for European industrial powers. When 

Imperialist nations began to leave, former colonies faced problems with 

how their land had been altered. Due to mercantilist policies these 

former colonies were robbed of not only their resources but also the 

opportunity to develop self-sufficient economies and the ability to 

participate fully in global trade. In order to survive, these new nations 

had to sell their natural resources which meant that those in control of 

the resources were also in power leading to many wars and conflicts. 

Many conflicts have arose over the natural resources, because they are 

of limited supply. The impact of imperialism has been an issue that 

has endured across time and place especially when evaluating the 

legacy of exploiting natural resources. 

When Britain ruled over India, the government established 

merchantilism which played a key role in making Britain rich. 

Resources from India were aquired as a result of cheap, forced labor. 

Then they were manufactured into finished goods in Britain, and 

finally sold back to Indians for a huge profit. Even though natural 

resources were grown in India, most of the factories were in Britain, 

forcing India to be dependant on their mother country for its goods. 

One example of this exploitation involves a fabric called Muslin. 

Before imperialism this textile was sold throughout Europe, making 

the Bengal’s who wove the fabric a fortune (doc 2.) Then, when the 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – A

East India Company and the Crown started to rule India, they forced 

many textile mills to close. Instead of Indian production the British 

began to mass-produce textiles, and sold it back to the Indian people at 

a high price that included high taxes and tariffs (doc. 2) As a result 

not only did the British gain enormous wealth, Indian industries 

were also destroyed. This in turn led to the development of a cash crop 

economy in which many traditional Indian laborers now found 

themselves working on cotton plantations under brutal conditions. In 

the 1900s, when India was fighting for freedom, a huge part of their 

resistance was boycotting British goods. Mohandus Gandhi, in 

particular, knew that if India wanted to end British imperialism it 

could no longer be the “Jewel in the Crown”. India was considered the 

“jewel” because of the amount of wealth it produced for the British 

Empire. The majority of that wealth came from the exploitation of 

natural resources. For Britain to grant independence, India would 

need to become less profitable. He started the Homespun Movement, in 

which he encouraged India to spin textiles at home instead of relying 

on British-made cloth. Gandhi also organized the Salt March as a 

symbollic way to protest the British Salt monopoly. British authority 

agreed to leave India, but the colony was partitioned. The legacy of 

British imperialism was felt in another way almost immediately after 

independence. Anger between Hindus and Muslims increased as each 

group blamed the other for wanting too much political and economic 

power. The border region particularly in places such as Kashmir are 

the source of many conflicts between these countries. Today there is a 

major conflict near the source of the Ganges river. Both India and 

Pakistan are fighting over the rightful owner of this land. Whomever 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – A

controls the area, will have better resources and strengthen their 

economy. Both nations posses nuclear-weapons, so this is a dangerous 

problem. If the British never interferred the Hindu-Muslim conflict 

may never have happened. British imperialism has left a major 

imprint on the Indian subcontinent. While India gained western 

technologies, education, etc, it was also left economically 

impoverished, ridden with ethnic tension and facing political 

uncertainty. 

Africa has faced a similar situation to India as a result of 

European imperialism. Europeans divided African tribes and land 

into colonies, forcing the natives into newly crafted colonial 

relationships that ensured European dominance and subjugation of 

Africans. Europeans often pitted enemies against one another in the 

same colony and separating allies. By placing lighter skinned 

Africans in positions of power over darker skinned Africans further 

conflict was encouraged. They were forced to provide intensive labor on 

cash crop plantations causing the depletion of resources from their 

own land. In the congo, in a lush, tropical climate in Africa, Belgium 

rulers forced the Africans to become slaves on rubber plantations  

(doc 3). King Leopold II of Belgium was known for his brutal 

treatment of Congolese slaves. Those Africans who failed to meet 

established quotas were often subjected to the amputation of limbs. The 

rubber plantations resulted in deforestation, or cutting down trees. 

Now, many of these lush areas are becoming useless, making it 

difficult for those in the Congo to grow crops or profit off of their land. 

Unlike India there was no political structure developed which led to 

political instability and a series of dictators who ruled cruelly and 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – A

absolutely in the Congo. 

In South Africa the Dutch and the British both had influence 

through their imperialism. First, the Boers came and took the land 

from the native people’s such as the Zulu. The British came in and 

fought the Boers in the Boer Wars and took over. The British  exploited 

gold and diamonds from South Africa. They forced the black South 

Africans to work in dangerous gold and diamond mines. They also 

maintained the system of racial segregation that the Boers put into 

place that eventually became codified as apartheid. In this system 

whites were the only citizens and only they could participate in 

government. The whites—both the Afrikaners, who the Boers 

eventually became known as, and the English economically benefited 

as the blacks suffered from this imperialist based system.  

The legacy of imperialism and dependency on European markets 

has persisted to the modern day where Civil War has broke out between 

many African nations over these resources that the economies became 

dependent on during the Age of Imperialism (doc. 5). This conflict is 

ongoing and is only getting worse because as these resources become 

more scarce African nations and groups will have more to fight over. 

When Europeans left Africa they also left the un-natural boundaries 

that they created that ignored the local tribal boundaries. Now citizens 

of the same country are hostilly fighting over their diminishing 

resources and their lands. European nations set Africa up for the 

extreme poverty and ethnic conflict it faces today. European nations 

that colonized India and Africa left these countries in financial 

struggles as well. The colonies had many of their resources exploited 

for the benefit of the mother countries. Issues with poverty, lack of 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – A

industry, unequal trade, and territorial disputes are results of 

imperialism.

Anchor Level 5-A 
 

The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately defines impact of imperialism as an enduring issue raised in the 

documents (exploitation of natural resources of colonies to benefit Europeans; results in poverty, 
lack of industry, unequal trade, and territorial disputes) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (many conflicts over natural resources because of limited 

supply; since most factories were in Britain, India was forced to be dependent on mother country 
for its goods; for Britain to grant independence India would need to become less profitable; 
Africans forced to provide intensive labor on cash crop plantations causing depletion of resources; 
King Leopold II known for brutal treatment of Congolese slaves; legacy of imperialism and 
depending on European markets persisted to modern day where civil war broken out between 
many African nations over resources) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and 
details from documents 2, 3, and 5 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (due to 
mercantilist policies former colonies robbed of not only their resources but opportunity to develop 
self-sufficient economies and ability to participate fully in global trade; when Britain ruled over 
India government established mercantilism which played key role in making Britain rich; India 
developed a cash crop economy in which many traditional Indian laborers found themselves 
working on cotton plantations under brutal conditions; Mohandas Gandhi knew India could no 
longer be “jewel in the crown”; Gandhi started Homespun Movement which encouraged Indians 
to spin textiles at home; Gandhi also organized Salt March as symbolic way to protest British 
monopoly on salt; colony partitioned and anger between Hindus and Muslims increased as each 
group blamed the other for wanting too much political and economic power; while India gained 
western technologies and education it was also left economically impoverished with ethnic 
tensions and facing political uncertainty; Europeans divided African tribes and land into colonies 
forcing natives into newly crafted colonial relationships that ensured European dominance and 
subjugation of Africans; by placing lighter skinned Africans in positions of power over darker 
skinned Africans; Africans who failed to meet established quotas often subjected to amputation of 
limbs; rubber plantations in Congo led to deforestation or cutting down of trees making it difficult 
for Congolese to grow crops or profit off their land; British maintained system of racial 
segregation put into place by Boers; under apartheid only whites could participate in government) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response demonstrates a depth of 
understanding by drawing thoughtful connections between various colonial peoples and the 
relationships developed across time and place connected to imperialism. Substantive relevant 
historical details support document interpretation and an analytic discussion. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – B

From the time of the development of the earliest of civilizations, 

there has always been groups that oppress their people. The desire to 

gain and maintain power and wealth has led individuals, groups and 

governments to sometimes oppress others. This oppression has had 

lasting effects in the regions where it occurred. Some examples that 

illustrate this trend include the British oppression of Indians, Belgian 

oppression of the Congolese, and the oppression of Cambodians by the 

Khmer Rouge. 

During the Age of Imperialism Europe took colonies in an attempt 

to gain resources and products to use or sell in order to make money. 

Africa was one of the last places that was colonized partly because of 

its geography and partly because of people, diseases and other 

obstacles. In the early days of exploration, European countries set up 

trading posts on the coasts and then took slaves in large amounts to 

act as laborers on plantations in the Americas. But by the late 1800s 

Europe desired to take the continent of Africa so they met in Berlin to 

discuss how and who would take Africa’s land in what became known 

as the Berlin Conference. Within 20 years almost all of Africa was 

colonized except Ethiopia and Liberia. The biggest colonizers were 

Britain and France but one of the most cruel was Belgium who took 

Congo. 

King Leopold II of Belgium “squeezed” the resources and people of 

Congo for profit. He controlled the people of the Congo by imposing 

slavery and brutality throughout his reign. He forced the natives to 

extract rubber so it could be sold to other countries for profit. The 

rubber industry made Leopold and his empire a lot of money at the 

expense of the Congolese. Natives were forced into slavery and faced 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – B

beatings, amputations of limbs, and even death. Ultimately Leopold 

oppressed the Congolese for his own benefit. Belgium became the home 

for new public works projects and an influx of wealth but the Congo 

became a place that lacked industrial development, a place of ethnic 

tensions, and a place where men and women in their prime became 

slaves. This issue is enduring today as it continues to reflect the 

legacy of oppression in the Congo, Sudan, South Sudan, Nigeria and 

in many other countries where governments and groups are 

oppressing people in order to gain more power and wealth. In the 

Darfur region of Sudan in the early 2000s the Sudanese were being 

killed or forced to leave their homes by the Janjaweed who were aligned 

with the government. They wanted the land and resources and forced 

hundreds of thousands to leave and go into refugee camps for fear of 

being killed or raped by these armed “bandits.” The oppression the 

people of Darfur felt is still present because many have felt that they 

can’t return to their homeland and are still living in camps. 

The exploitation of people by opressive foreign governments has also 

endured over time. The British took control over the economy of India 

during the period known as the British Raj. India was considered the 

crown jewel of the British Empire meaning it was the most profitable 

of their colonies. The way the British earned such great profits was by 

oppressing natives as laborers, exploiting raw materials, and 

imposing taxes and tariffs. Products such as salt, tea, cotton, and 

indigo dominated trade and lined the pockets of the British Crown. 

Additionally the British came to dominate industries that were once 

controlled by native peoples. For example, the muslin industry was 

highly profitable for Indians prior to the British takeover. However, 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – B

once India was colonized they forced high production rates from 

farmers and weavers until they had nothing left driving many into 

poverty and subjugation. The British continued to squeeze the 

economy by utilizing power looms and other factory machines that 

led to the complete destruction of Bengals handwoven cotton industry, 

replacing it with British manufactured cotton. This shows how 

oppression has been a clear enduring problem as the situation that 

began in the 16th century continued through the Industrial 

Revolution and the Age of New Imperialism to the 20th century. 

During the Cambodian civil war fighting between the government 

and the Khmer Rouge led to the oppression of the Cambodian people. 

As both of these groups exploited timber resources as a way to finance 

this conflict it had serious consequences on natives of the region. As a 

result many Cambodians faced mass torture, exploitation, and forced 

displacement. Ultimately the Khmer Rouge was victorious during the 

civil war and would further oppress the people of Cambodia. It was a 

communist state and like many command economies the Khmer 

Rouge controlled the people and made the economic and political 

choices within the country. The people were forced to obey or they 

risked violent punishments. The Khmer Rouge led by Pol Pot forced 

people to work on communes similar to Mao Zedong and tried to rid 

the country of outside western influence and ideas. This oppression 

led to malnutrition, overwork, and the mistreatment or misdiagnosis 

of diseased killing hundreds of thousands. Other communist 

countries had similar oppression of their people whether it’s Fidel 

Castro of Cuba, Joseph Stalin of the USSR or Mao Zedong of China. 

Each group killed thousands if not millions in order to enforce policy 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5 – B

and keep control. 

The 20th century continued to see oppression as a problem In 

Africa blood diamonds are being used to combat oppression. This 

occurs most often because oppressive governments abuse the people so 

badly that opposition groups are being funded by blood diamonds to 

help overthrow legitimate governments. Similarly yet earlier in the 

century was the 1917 Russian Revolution. This uprising was first 

felt in 1905 on Bloody Sunday in which the government suppressed 

workers who were protesting oppression and unfair working condition 

at the Winter Palace. When people have the opportunity to overthrow the 

oppressive governments they sometimes take that chance. Sadly this 

sometimes has led to more continuity of oppression from new 

governments as was the case in the USSR and in areas of Africa. 
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Anchor Level 5-B 
 

The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately defines oppression as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(desire to gain and maintain power and wealth has led individuals, groups, and governments to 
sometimes oppress others) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (biggest colonizers were Britain and France but one of most 

cruel was Belgium who took Congo; rubber industry made Leopold and his empire a lot of money 
at expense of Congolese; once India was colonized, Britain forced high production rates from 
farmers and weavers until they had nothing left driving many into poverty and subjugation) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and 
details from documents 2, 3, 4, and 5 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (in early days of 
exploration European countries set up trading posts on coasts and took slaves in large amounts to 
act as laborers on plantations in Americas; by late 1800s Europe desired to take continent of 
Africa so they met in Berlin to discuss how and who would take Africa’s land in Berlin 
Conference; Belgium became home for new public works projects and an influx of wealth but 
Congo became a place that lacked industrial development, ethnic tensions, and a place where men 
and women in their prime became slaves; in Darfur region of Sudan in early 2000s Sudanese 
being killed or forced to leave their homes by Janjaweed who aligned with government; 
oppression of people of Darfur still present because many cannot return to homeland and are still 
living in camps; British took over control of economy of India during period known as British 
Raj; products such as salt, tea, cotton, and indigo dominated trade and lined pockets of British 
Crown; ultimately Khmer Rouge victorious during civil war and further oppressed people of 
Cambodia; Khmer Rouge a communist state and like many command economies controlled 
people and made the economic and political choices within the country; Khmer Rouge led by Pol 
Pot forced people to work on communes similar to Mao Zedong and tried to rid country of outside 
western influences and ideas; Russian Revolution in 1917 first felt in 1905 Bloody Sunday 
uprising in which government suppressed workers protesting oppression and unfair working 
conditions at Winter Palace) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response shows depth of 
understanding by using substantive and relevant historical details to draw thoughtful connections 
between document information and outside examples. A critical appraisal of information establishes 
a strong evaluative basis for assessing how oppression has continued to be an enduring issue that 
needs to be addressed. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4 – A

Throughout the course of history, one enduring issue outstanding 

from the myriad of conflicts that have occurred is the oppression of a 

group of people due to the fact that a more powerful oppression is using 

them or their land to acquire resources of their own. The conflict is 

often economic in nature where one group driven by the desire for 

profit exploits the land, labor, and resources of weaker areas and often 

controls them, sometimes violently and cruelly. Examples of this 

overarching theme have occurred countless times throughout history, 

including the timber conflict in Cambodia, the blood diamond crises 

in Africa, and the forced labor of Indians by Europeans. In fact this 

has continued until modern day with the exploitation of workers in 

sweatshops of corporations from developed countries and the 

exploitation of natural resources such as oil in places like Nigeria and 

Sudan. Despite the persistence of this issue some organizations have 

attempted to address these exploitations that have led to conflict. 

The enduring issue of conflict is evident in the case of timber 

resources being exploited in Cambodia. Cambodians suffered many 

hardships within the span of a couple of decades, including French 

imperialism, Japanese occupation, a nationalist movement, a civil 

war, and the wrath of the Khmer Rouge, and the Cambodia-Vietnam 

War. [Doc 4] During the civil war both the Cambodian government 

and the Khmer Rouge exploited and competed for profitable timber 

resources to fund their war efforts. They did this with disregard for the 

local populations that suffered from mass torture, exploitation, and 

forced displacement from conflict over the timber trade. Control over 

resources, as in this case, often means groups can gain and maintain 

power at the expense of those who lack the means to successfully resist. 
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Even after the Khmer Rouge won the civil war they caused conflict 

when they wanted to focus more on agricultural output on communes, 

as in Maoist China. One of their goals was to increase the production 

of rice, so they did not have to import so much. Due to harsh war 

conditions and the general cruelty of the Khmer regime, farmers 

overworked to produce rice for soldiers. Due to the lack of rest and food 

of the Cambodian workers, many died due to malnutrition, 

overworking, and mistreated or misdiagnosed diseases. This atrocity 

often called the “killing fields” demonstrates how often times groups 

will oppress its people and take no interest in their well-being in order 

to gain the resources that they desire. 

Another powerful example of the enduring theme of conflict is 

characterized in the blood diamond trade in Africa. The blood 

diamond trade has caused so many problems and controversy, 

leading to the United Nations passing resolutions in an attempt to 

stop the blood diamond trade. These diamonds were any diamonds 

that were mined in areas controlled by forces opposed to the legitimate 

and internationally recognized government of a country. They are 

often sold to fund military action against that legitimate 

government. Today people are still being oppressed and forced to mine 

diamonds under terrible working conditions, and are not adequately 

compensated for their hard work. Further, these diamonds are being 

used for a bad cause. This unfair trade, horrible labor conditions, and 

conflict was caused by European greed and desire for diamonds. In 

exchange for European weapons non-African nations have gained 

wealth and access to diamonds at the expense of African laborers and 

the African economy. This again demonstrates how groups will 
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oppress people in the process of acquiring desired resources. 

Last but not least another powerful example employed in 

demonstrating the understanding of the aforementioned enduring 

theme is the forced labor of Indians by Europeans. In Dhaka, then a 

part of India, many people made a living working in the textile 

industry, weaving cloths for sale. One type of cloth that was 

prominent among textile mills was Muslin [Doc 2] This was a 

handwoven cloth, comprised of exquisite cotton fibers, for an emperor. 

Although this amazing fabric is a lightweight inexpensive machine-

made fabric today, in the beginning of the 16th century, the 

manufacturing of this cloth required a lot of specialized work. When 

Great Britain ruled over India it moved and changed the 

manufacturing of muslin cloth. Instead of being made in Kothi 

workshops in Dhaka cotton was grown on cash crop Indian 

plantations by Indian farmers and cotton textiles were manufactured 

by power looms in British cotton mills. In both of these place workers 

had to labor in harsh sometimes punitive conditions. The East India 

Company and textile companies demonstrated no care for the workers, 

and oppressed them into getting their goods. This, once again, 

demonstrates the overarching theme of conflict as a result of desire for 

resources. 

Today the enduring theme continues. Instead of entire nations, 

corporations have taken the lead to cause conflict and abuse workers. 

Companies such as Walmart produce much of their garments and 

other goods in sweatshop factories located in places like Bangladesh. 

There they can take advantage of cheap labor and force workers to 

work in horribly disgraceful conditions. As awareness of this 
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exploitation has grown many people have pressured companies to 

change their policies by boycotting their products and protesting 

raising awareness. Likewise in places like Nigeria foreign 

corporations have competed for control of oil resources. Nigeria has 

become economically dependent an oil exports. However only those who 

control the corporations or the few others who have power truly benefit 

while many Nigerians work in dangerous and poor paying jobs for 

those corporations. They are forced to live below the poverty line despite 

wealth gained through the sale of its oil. 

Conflict generally exists when individuals, groups, or nations are 

greedy and seek control over other people. This greed can take shape 

over the desire for resources, the exploitation of labor, the colonization 

of lands, or the destruction of local economies and environments. As 

in the historical cases of Cambodia, Africa, India, and in modern 

times this issue has persisted. Yet there is hope. NGOs, individuals, 

and other organizations are working to find ways to end conflict 

related to this issue.
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Anchor Level 4-A 
 

The response: 
• Identifies and accurately defines conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents (oppression 

of a group of people as a result of a more powerful aggressor using them or their land to acquire 
resources of their own; often economic in nature where one group driven by desire for profit 
exploits land, labor, and resources of weaker areas and often controls them sometimes violently 
and cruelly) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task 
• Is both descriptive and analytical (control over resources often means groups can gain and 

maintain power at expense of those who lack means to successfully resist as in the case of the 
Cambodians; United Nations passed resolutions in an attempt to stop blood diamond trade in 
Africa; today muslin lightweight inexpensive machine-made cloth but in beginning of 16th 
century manufacturing required specialized work; instead of cloth being made in kothi workshops 
in Dhaka, cotton grown on cash crop Indian plantations by Indian farmers; greed can take shape 
over desire for resources, exploitation of labor, colonization of lands, or destruction of local 
economies and environments) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from documents 2, 4, and 5 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (conflict continues today with 
exploitation of workers in sweatshops of corporations from developed countries and exploitation 
of natural resources such as oil in places such as Nigeria; even after Khmer Rouge won civil war, 
they caused conflict wanting to focus more on agricultural output on communes, as in Maoist 
China; lands in Cambodia often referred to as “killing fields” because of so many deaths; today 
people still being oppressed and forced to mine diamonds under terrible working conditions and 
not adequately compensated for their hard work; as awareness of exploitation has grown many 
have pressured companies to change their policies by boycotting their products and protesting 
raising awareness; Nigerians forced to live below poverty line despite wealth gained through sale 
of oil; NGOs, individuals, and other organizations working to find ways to end conflict) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. A good understanding of the 
chronology, historical context, and motivation surrounding conflicts throughout history is 
established. Although the discussion demonstrates knowledge of continuity over time, additional 
depth and analysis would have strengthened the effort. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4 – B

Imperialism has exsisted for much of modern history. Along with 

it comes it’s tendency of destruction of native economies and 

cultures. Imperialism destroys the lands that it overtakes in an 

attempt to extract as many resources and profits from the colony as 

possible. This is all part of the economic system that develops in 

imperialist relationships called mercantilism. In this system the 

mother country gets raw materials from the colony, manufactures 

them into finished goods, and sells them back to the colony. The 

colony loses its manufacturing base and becomes entirely dependent 

upon the mother country economically and politically. There is also 

often a cultural element to the relationship when the mother country 

tries to impose its so called superior culture on to the colonial people. 

It’s destruction spans over hundreds of years and is certainly an 

enduring issue. 

Imperialist destruction depletes a land’s resources, culture, 

economy, and often robs the natives of their freedom. During the Age 

of New Imperialism, European nations met at the Berlin Conference 

and carved Africa up like a cake. They each greedily took lands that 

they thought would benefit their economies and imperial growth. These 

leaders hid their greed by claiming they were actually seeking to 

civilize natives in Africa as suggested in the theory of social 

Darwinism. One of the powers that benefited from exploiting Central 

Africa was Belgium under the reign of King Leopold II. The Congo 

was robbed of it’s freedom as depicted in a 1906 political cartoon that 

shows King Leopold II of Belgium as a snake wrapped around the 

body of a native and is threatening the native. The cartoon is 

symbolic of the relationship between imperial Belgium and natives of 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – Aug. ’19 [36]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4 – B

the supposed Congo “Free” state. Belgium viewed the Congolese as a 

source of cheap labor to help them extract natural rubber from the 

region. Given the wave of industrialization that existed in Europe 

during this period rubber became a commodity in high demand. The 

work on rubber plantations was brutal and the laborers were often 

mistreated. The punishment for not meeting the quotas established by 

Belgium overseers was often having your hand cut off. These 

circumstances left a legacy of hardships for the people of this region 

even after the Congo achieved independence. Imperialist Belgium was 

only one of many countries that robbed native peoples of their basic 

nights and oppressed them by creating laws that were unfair. 

Warring between native groups existed throughout much of African 

history but those tensions were purposefully made worse by European 

oppressions and have left a legacy of ethnic conflict since 

independence. 

Imperialism destroyed the economies and customs of many 

countries often by choking out any thriving industry they had. An 

example of this can be seen during the British reign over India. When 

Europeans came to India at the beginning of the 16th century when 

the Mughal Dynasty was strong and so Europe was forced to accept 

agreements that kept them in coastal trading posts. During this time 

India’s manufacturing was strong and the Europeans were impressed 

by the quality of India’s cotton textiles as well as by it’s extensive, far 

flung trade. The Europeans bought Indian products allowing India to 

make great profits. However as the Mughal Dynasty started to decline 

the Europeans made more unequal agreements with individual rajas. 

Britain saw this opportunity as a cash grab and injected itself into 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4 – B

India’s textile industry. The British East India Company, which made 

many trade agreements in India, provided weavers harsh working 

conditions and mass produced muslin. This effectively destroyed the 

cultural aspect of the Indian textile industry. This situation was 

made even more complete after Britain made India a colony as a 

result of the Sepoy Rebellion. As a colony not only did Britain 

destroy the textile industry but other industries a s well. The British 

forced India to produce cash crops such as cotton, tea, and opium for 

its economic benefit. He also tried to replace Indian culture with what 

Britain would call “civilization.” It forced Indians to learn English in 

schools and introduce sports and activities into India like cricket. 

Imperialism drained lands of natural resources and exploited 

native laborers over time. Many leaders took note of this occurrence. 

This can be illustrated by the United Nations Secretary General’s 

statement in November of 2012. Ban Ki-moon stated “. . .at least 18 

violent conflicts have been fueled by the exploitation of natural 

resources. . .” Not only has the policy of Imperialism led to exploitation 

of natural resources but it has also caused a conflict. This occurred in 

the Congo and India as well as when Britain exploited the resources, in 

it’s American colonies. The British controlled a number of islands in 

the Caribbean, many that became thriving sugar colonies. Plantation 

labor was difficult and natives and eventually African slaves worked 

long hours in tropical climates doing dangerous work without safety 

measures being taken. The lifespan of plantation laborers was often 

short. As demands for sugar grew in Europe the plantations increased 

production forcing the workers to do even harder more dangerous work 

for the sake of more profit. In the late 18th century waves of 
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independence movements began in Latin America. Despite 

independence these nations were left without development of their own 

industries and with economies largely dependent on the cash crops 

they had produced as colonies such as sugar. 

The destruction brought about by Imperialism has proven an 

enduring issue. Imperialism’s height spanned from 1850 to 1950 and 

it’s not truly ended, as it’s effects are seen even in more modern 

times. British involvement in India began in the early 16th century 

and spanned well into the time of Mohatma Gahndi. The nineteenth 

and twentieth century saw this division and colonization of Africa. 

Powered by greed, and carelessness. Imperialism has managed to last 

over 500 years. Imperialism’s destruction has heavily affected many 

parts of the world, leaving Africa with ethnic tensions and poverty 

and India struggling to rebuild its economy. It’s an issue that has 

endured the test of time.
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Anchor Level 4-B 
 

 

The response: 
• Identifies and accurately defines impact of imperialism as an enduring issue raised in the 

documents (depletes a land’s resources, culture, economy, and often robs natives of their freedom; 
goal to extract as many resources and profits from colony as possible) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task 
• Is both descriptive and analytical (imperialism comes with a tendency of destruction of native 

economies and cultures and often robs natives of their freedom; Belgium only one of many 
countries that robbed native peoples of their basic rights and oppressed them by creating unfair 
laws; Britain injected itself into India’s textile industry; not only did Britain destroy the Indian 
textile industry but other industries as well) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from documents 1, 2, and 3 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (in mercantilist system mother 
country gets raw materials from the colony, manufactures them into finished goods, and sells 
them back to the colony; colony loses its manufacturing base and becomes entirely dependent 
upon mother country economically and politically; during Age of Imperialism European nations 
met at Berlin Conference and carved up Africa with each taking lands they thought would benefit 
their economies and imperial growth; warring between native groups existed throughout much of 
African history but those tensions purposefully made worse by European oppressions and have 
left a legacy of ethnic conflict since independence; as Mughal dynasty started to decline 
Europeans made more unequal agreements with individual rajas; Britain forced India to produce 
cash crops such as cotton, tea, and opium for its economic benefit; as demands for sugar grew in 
Europe plantations increased production forcing workers to do even harder work for sake of more 
profit; despite independence nations in Latin America left without development of own industries 
and with economies largely dependent on cash crops produced as colonies such as sugar) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The strength of the response is in the 
integration and analysis of outside historical information to discuss the economic, political, and 
cultural impacts of European imperialism, especially in the discussion of mercantilism. More direct 
connections of outside information to the enduring issue as in the discussion of British colonization 
in the Caribbean and further interpretation and utilization of document information would have 
helped meet the criteria of a Level 5 response. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3 – A

Problems involving foreign and oppresive powers stripping lands of 

their natural resources has been an enduring issue, one that has 

presented itself in colonialism, imperialism, and modern-day 

warfare. This enduring issue occurs because of greed and power. One 

group or country takes over and takes advantage of the natural 

resources of an area in order to increase its own power or profit. Almost 

always this is at the expense of the indigenous local people who live 

there.Such conflict has had negative affects for indigeous 

people/civilians: from government-fueled genocide in Cambodia in the 

‘70s, to the cultural and economic detoration of the Congo and India 

due to British imperialistic goals. 

Imperialism in the 1800s became a huge economic tool for many 

European countries. It was used once the European countries had 

industrialized and needed more natural resources than were available 

in Europe. By the 1900s almost every single country in Africa had 

been colonized by a European power, except Ethiopia and Liberia. 

Belgium was one of the countries that was colonizing in Africa, as 

was Great Britain. Belgium colonized the Congo for its natural 

resource of rubber and Great Britain wanted but failed to obtain a line 

of colonies from Cairo, Egypt to Cape Town, South Africa. However 

England had found economic riches in India, its “jewel in the crown,” 

a land richer in natural resources such as cotton. British 

industrialization focused on the textile industry. Entrepreneurs 

invented many machines to help grow production such as the 

spinning jenny and the power loom, but were looking for cotton 

sources. Once they expanded into India they used the colony as a 

source for their needed cotton. The British cotton textile industry 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – Aug. ’19 [41]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3 – A

boomed as they exported cotton from India, but the extensive 

exportation of these natural resources came at a price for Indian 

workers as laborers were forced to work in “harsh, even punitive 

conditions,” and the British government took advantage of workers in 

India “until there was nothing left. The British destroyed the Indian 

handloom industry forcing them to grow and export raw cotton, 

making India entirely dependent upon Britain for the goods 

(Khademul Islam, Our Story of Dhaka Muslin”). Shortly after the 

“Scramble for Africa” the partition of African lands and exploitation 

of African resources was seemingly available for the European 

taking. 

This exploitation is best exemplified in Africa by a 1906 cartoon in 

a British Newspaper Punch which potrays King Leopold of Belgium as 

a snake entrapping a Congo native. King Leopold II colonized the 

Congo in order to force the indigenous people to harvest rubber, an 

expensive and very profitable resource in the industrialized world. He 

treated his workers terribly, sometimes even physically abusing the 

workers if they don’t meet Belgium’s expectations. Belgium’s 

imperialistic expeditions were vast, and their manipulation and 

extortion of resources and land in Africa ruined the lives of many 

natives. 

Cambodia is a country that was colonized by France. It was only 

given independence after World War II. During its time as a colony 

the French took natural resources from Cambodia and profited greatly 

from this colonial relationship. But even after the era of imperialism, 

problems involving foreign and oppressive abuse of natural resources 

presented itself again, in Cambodia. In a period of just 9 years (1970-
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3 – A

1979), Cambodia went through it’s Civil War the Khmer regime and a 

war with Vietnam which left Cambodia in economic ruin. Most of 

their most profitable exports had been destroyed or lessened due to 

almost constant warfare. One of the only abundant natural resources 

was timber. During the civil war conflict between Khmer Rouge and 

the Cambodian government timber was the main war–funding 

resource. Both sides harvested and sold timber to get the money to 

fight each other. Both sides harvested and sold timber to get the money 

to fight each other. Eventually the Khmer Rouge won but the 

aggressive explotation of timber led to massive deforestation, forced 

displacement, and damages to indigenous populations. This fueled 

the conflict and genocide in Cambodia, even more because the Khmer 

Rouge isolated itself, became an agricultural country, and forced the 

people to work in nice paddies that had been damaged tremendously 

during the war. In the end hundreds of thousands were killed in the 

Cambodian genocide and the reprecussions still last today. 

Overall, the issues related to foreign and oppressive powers 

stripping lands of their natural resources is an enduring one that has 

not changed in economic intent in the last two centuries. At the UN 

Press Release in 2012, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stated 

that There is no peace if a country’s resource base that people depend on 

for sustenance and income is damaged or destroyed. Such 

exploitation of natural resources is still a prevelent problem today: 

exportations of oil, ivory, and other resources may economically 

benefit governments and foreign powers, but leaves the land, and it’s 

people, barren. 
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Anchor Level 3-A 
 

The response: 
• Identifies and defines exploitation of resources as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(involves foreign and oppressive powers stripping lands of natural resources; occurs because of 
greed and power when one group or country takes over and takes advantage of natural resources 
of an area in order to increase its own power or profit) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with some depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (almost always exploitation of resources at expense of 

indigenous local people who live in area; most of Cambodia’s most profitable exports destroyed 
or lessened due to almost constant warfare) 

• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from documents 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 

• Includes relevant outside information (imperialism in 1800s huge economic tool for many 
European countries; once industrialized needed more natural resources than available in Europe; 
by 1900s almost every single country in Africa colonized by European power except Ethiopia and 
Liberia; British industrialization focused on textile industry; entrepreneurs invented machines to 
help grow production such as spinning jenny and power loom; King Leopold II colonized Congo 
and forced indigenous people to harvest rubber, an expensive and very profitable resource; 
Leopold treated his workers terribly sometimes even physically abusing them if they did not meet 
Belgium’s expectations; France took natural resources from Cambodia and profited greatly from 
colonial relationship; exploitation over timber fueled conflict and genocide in Cambodia because 
Khmer Rouge isolated itself, became an agricultural country, and forced people to work in rice 
paddies that had been damaged during war) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Good document interpretation and 
strong historical references frame the discussion and demonstrate a good understanding of why 
exploitation of resources is an enduring issue. Acknowledgement that the impacts continue to 
influence the 21st century is valid but would have benefited from additional supporting facts and 
details. 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3 – B

Throughout history, there have been many issues that affect 

society. Some of these issues have lasted the test of time and continue 

to affect certain people. One enduring issue is the exploitation of 

resources. It is when the government or outside forces take advantage 

of a nation’s resources. When the natural resources are abused the 

natural environment is hurt, causing major environmental damage 

but it can also cause colonialism, the abuse and exploitation of people, 

civil war, and the loss of lives. This issue has created great conflict, 

affecting and being affected by people around the world overtime and 

place. 

This issue has been around for a long time. For example, the native 

peoples and slaves in Latin America were exploited by the white 

European men during a time of colonialism. The natives were treated 

poorly and forced to labor in horrible conditions. Many people were 

beaten or overworked to death. While the Latin American nations have 

been independent nations for some time now, the exploitation of 

humans continue. Many of the former colonial plantations are now 

owned by foreign companies that still abuse their workers. Another 

example of the exploitation of resources is in Cambodia. The Khmer 

Rouge exploited people and crops during the civil war. Rice and rubber 

decreased in production which caused increased poverty and 

malnutrition for much of the population. This led to both the 

Government and the Khmer Rouge to turn to timber to fund their war 

efforts. With this natural resource being exploited both sides had more 

money to make the violence and impact of the war even worse. This 

brought conflict that “wreaked havoc on the environment and local 

economies,” and caused the torture, exploitation, forced displacement, 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3 – B

and death of hundreds of thousands (Doc. 4). Cambodia’s very own 

people exploited the resources and brought on more issues. 

The exploitation of resources still exists today and is greatly talked 

about. The United Nations have began missions to aid countries “to 

re-establish control over its resource base and stop illicit [unlawful] 

extraction by armed groups” (Doc 1). The UN acknowledged the long 

and short term effects of the exploitation of resources, including wars, 

lives lost and economic instability. According to the UN since 1990 at 

least 18 violent conflicts have been caused by the exploitation of 

natural resources. This may be because of the greed and conflict over 

the natural resource or the environmental damage and abuse of local 

populations who see no economic benefits. The UN was also concerned 

about the exploitation of diamonds to trade for weapons. This conflict 

is about “blood diamonds” which funds actions against the 

government. The blood diamonds are diamonds mined in areas 

controlled by forces against the recognized government. These 

diamonds are then “sold to fund military action against the 

government,” (Doc 5). The leaders in these forces exploit resources for 

their own good because of the greed and want for diamonds in foreign 

markets. 

The exploitation of resources greatly affects its nation and people 

negatively. For example for years Nigeria’s oil has been abused by 

shell oil. This benefits the company and military government but not 

the people living their. Their homes have been destroyed and many 

lives have been lost over this cause. In Dhaka, a part of Mughal India, 

the skilled weavers were forced to work in terrible conditions in Kothis 

(workshops.) But after the British made India a colony they took the 
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manufacturing of muslin cloth away from the skilled weavers and 

forced its underpaid British factory workers to manufacture the cloth. 

In India the British forced weavers and farmers to work in even more 

harsh conditions and “squeeze them” until nothing was left, then 

squeezed them some more. (Doc 2). The original Muslin, a handwoven 

high-quality cotton fabric, was transformed into a cheap machine-

made fabric. The British had used up the skilled weavers and forced 

the fabrics to be made with British machines, ruining the quality. 

Both the Nigerian citizens and Dhakans were negatively impacted. 

Throughout the world in India, Cambodia, Africa and other areas, 

resources are being exploited without benefitting those who should be 

benefitted – its people. These diamonds, oil or wood are all sold to fund 

forces with the wrong motive. This creates many social issues and 

corruption within the state. Many times, it’s done by a small groups 

within the society, such as the Khmer Rouge or the military 

government in Nigeria. Whoever the perpetrator, the issue remains 

prevalent and negatively affects the lives of many throughout the 

world.
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Anchor Level 3-B 
 

 

The response: 
• Identifies and defines exploitation of resources as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(when a government or outside forces takes advantage of a nation’s resources) 
• Develops both aspects of the argument with some depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (conflicts may be a result of greed and conflict over natural 

resources or environmental damage and abuse of local populations who see no economic benefits; 
United Nations also concerned about diamonds being traded for weapons; diamonds exploited 
because of greed and want for diamonds in foreign markets; original muslin, handwoven high-
quality cotton fabric transformed into a cheap machine-made fabric) 

• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from documents 1, 2, 4, 
and 5  

• Includes relevant outside information (native peoples and slaves in Latin America exploited by 
white European men during time of colonialism; many former colonial plantations in Latin 
America now owned by foreign companies that abuse their workers; for years Nigerian oil 
industry abused by Shell Oil benefitting the company and military government but not the people 
living there; after Britain made India a colony, it took manufacturing of muslin cloth away from 
skilled weavers and forced its underpaid British factory workers to manufacture cloth) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. A document-framed response 
supported by some good explanations and scattered historical outside information focuses on the 
idea that exploitation of resources can be from forces outside or inside the region. Additional 
supporting facts and details would have strengthened the discussion. 
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Throughout the ages, many nations have been known to do 

whatever it takes to sustain a valuable supply of resources. For this 

reason, however the exploitation of resources by countries using unfair 

means is an enduring issue for many groups of people. This issue is 

significant because it causes civil conflict and war, can impact people 

of nations terribly, and can destroy industry. 

The exploitation of resources can lead to violence in many 

countries, an example being Sierra Leone. Many of the causes for the 

civil war in Sierra Leone trace back to the economic hunt for blood 

diamonds, a valuable and important resource. In Document 5, it is 

shown that the countries trading diamonds with European nations 

were the same ones ridden by war. This conflict affected thousands of 

innocent people, either civilians who were caught up in the conflict, 

young child soldiers being traumatized by the war, or governments 

being uprooted by the money used to by weapons from the blood 

diamonds to over throw them. The sale of blood diamonds to overthrow 

governments caused hundreds of thousands of lives to be ended, and 

caused governmental turmoil in many nations throughout Africa. If 

the diamonds had not been exploited, then many lives would have been 

saved, and many governments still intact. The exploitation of 

resources in Africa is something that lead to the lose of many lives. 

In the Congo, many of the people that lived there, faced 

mistreatment, malnourishment, and hardships caused by Belguims 

imperial hunger for resources. While Belgium occupied the Congo, the 

people under its control were suffering greatly. In document 3, a 

political cartoon depicts the unfair treatment of those living in the 

Congo by the Belgians, specifically by King Leopold the II. In this 
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cartoon a working man, representing farmers in the Congo, is being 

strangled by a snake that represents the exploitation by Belgium. 

Belguim was marganilizing the population of the Congo by giving 

them no say in anything, and profiting of the resources of the area. 

The people of Congo themselves did not make money off of the 

resources leaving them powerless and poor, but instead the government 

of Belguim was the one making all the money. 

When the British came to the east, they began to exploit the 

business of muslin, and other goods. However, the British were not 

satisfied with a nation and later began to exploit other nations as well. 

In document 2, the example of the British taking advantage of the 

industries of India at the expense of Indias economic ruin is shown. 

Britians greed however, changed over time as not only did it exploit 

India, but it also began to ruin the areas around it, such as Bengal. 

The document states, “On one side, both Company and Crown 

squeezed the farmers and weavers untill there was nothing left, then 

squeezed some more. Because of Englands exploitation, the economies 

of India and those around them were left in ruin. 

The enduring issue of exploitation of goods for wealth at the 

expense of human life is something that affects many people and 

nations in different ways. This issue is something that can destroy 

lives if unformed.



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – Aug. ’19 [50]

Anchor Level 2-A 
 

The response: 
• Identifies but does not clearly define exploitation of resources as an enduring issue raised in the 

documents (causes civil conflict and war, can impact people of nations terribly, and can destroy 
industry; exploitation of goods for wealth at expense of human life) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument 
• Is primarily descriptive (nations have been known to do whatever it takes to sustain a valuable 

supply of resources; blood diamonds are a valuable and important resource; while Belgium 
occupied Congo, people under its control suffered greatly; people of Congo did not make money 
off of resources leaving them powerless and poor, and the government of Belgium making all the 
money; Britain took advantage of industries of India at expense of India’s economy) 

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details from documents 2, 3, and 5 
• Presents little relevant outside information (in Congo many people faced mistreatment, 

malnourishment, and hardships caused by Belgium’s imperial hunger for resources; blood 
diamond conflict affected thousands of innocent people either civilians caught up in the conflict or 
young child soldiers being traumatized by war; sale of blood diamonds caused hundreds of 
thousands of lives to be ended and caused governmental turmoil in many nations throughout 
Africa; Belgium marginalizing population of Congo by giving them no say in anything) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Summaries of relevant documents are 
supplemented by limited relevant outside historical information. The discussion includes a few good 
conclusions that would have been strengthened by additional facts and details. 
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Throughout the world history there were many exploitations of 

natural resources. Natural resource exploitations can be defined as 

violation of resources which can lead to corruption of the economy. 

These exploitations caused a lot of damage as nations suffered and 

some were conqured by those who demanded power. 

As we know there were a lot of natural resource exploitations. 

According to document 4 it says “Global witness estimated the value 

of the Thai-Cambodian cross-border timber trade to the Khmer Rouge 

was approximately $10-$20 million per month in 1995.” “Conflict 

over timber resources had led to mass torture, exploitation, and forced 

displacement in Cambodia”. This quote suggests that the demand for 

natural resources led to mass killing and corruption of the economy. 

In addition Pol Pot was the communist leader of Cambodia who 

established the communes that exploited Cambodians. 

Another example of natural resource exploitations is demonstrated 

by the map in document 5. “Any diamond that is mined in areas 

controlled by forces opposed to the legitimate, internationally 

recognized government of a country and that is sold to fund 

military action against the government”. This shows trading 

diamonds for weapons led to natural resource exploitations as people of 

Sierra Leone literally started a war against their own government. 

Millions of people in Sierra Leone were displaced, killed, tortured, 

wounded or raped by the rebels. Some of them tried to escape from the 

country but their attempts were unsuccessful. In addition children 

from Sierra Leone joined the armies and rebels in order to stay alive. 

The final example of natural resource exploitations is shown in 

document 2. “British cotton textiles flooded not only the European 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 2 – B

markets, but the Indian ones as well, bringing Bengal’s handloom 

cotton industry, and muslin, to its knees.” This quote demonstrates 

how British took over the Indian markets by exploiting their resources. 

As a result the cotton industry of India was collapsed. Many people 

were left without a job. In response Mohandas Gandhi tried to end 

British exploitation by nonviolent protests such as boycotting British 

made goods.  

The exploitations of natural resources caused a lot violence and 

damage in economy systems. Millions were tortured and killed. If 

this was to happen again, it would needed to be stopped immediately 

before it created another massacre.

 
Anchor Level 2-B 
 

The response:  
• Identifies and but does not clearly define exploitation of resources as an enduring issue raised in 

the documents (violation of resources which can lead to corruption of economy; caused a lot of 
damage as nations suffered and some conquered by those who demanded power) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument 
• Is primarily descriptive (demand for natural resources in Cambodia led to mass killing and 

corruption of economy; people of Sierra Leone literally started a war against their own 
government; many people in India without a job; British cotton textiles flooded not only European 
markets but Indian ones as well bringing Bengal’s handloom cotton industry and muslin to its 
knees; cotton industry in India collapsed) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from documents 2, 4, and 5 
• Presents little relevant outside information (Pol Pot communist leader of Cambodia established 

communes that exploited Cambodians; people in Sierra Leone displaced, killed, tortured, 
wounded, or raped by rebels; some people tried to escape from Sierra Leone but their attempts 
unsuccessful; children from Sierra Leone joined armies and rebels to stay alive; Mohandas 
Gandhi tried to end British exploitation with nonviolent protests such as boycotting British-made 
goods) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Brief explanations and quotations of 
document information frame the response. A few good conclusions and limited relevant outside 
historical statements are provided but with little or no explanation. 
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An enduring issue raised by this set of documents is that 

imperialization destroys the culture of the country being 

imperialized. Countries like India and many African countries have 

lost traditional ways and were discriminated against because of 

imperialism. 

In India, a type of cotton called muslin was handwoven and 

produced at a high quality. When Britain took over, the handloom 

cotton industry collapsed. Document 2 states, “aided by a raft of 

tariffs, duties, and taxes, British cotton textiles flooded not only the 

European markets, but the Indian ones as well, bringing Bengal’s 

handloom cotton industry to its knees.” This shows that when the 

British took over and created machines to make the cotton and forced 

Indians out of business, India lost a part of their culture. Indians were 

also treated badly by the British. As stated in document 2, Indians 

who handwove muslin were “herded into designated workshops called 

Kothis to labor in harsh, even punitive, conditions.” Indians were 

treated poorly and unfairly by British. The cartoon in document 3 

shows how when African countries were imperialized, the African 

tribes were discriminated against and the European’s made their lives 

miserable. 

This issue has changed over time because as the world becomes more 

and more modern, less countries are still available to be imperialized. 

Countries now are more open to new ideas and people have realized that 

everyone is equal and should be treated fairly. 
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Anchor Level 1-A 
 

 

The response: 
• Identifies and defines impact of imperialism as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(countries have lost traditional ways and discriminated against because of imperialism) 
• Minimally addresses both aspects of the argument 
• Is descriptive (when Britain took over India, handloom cotton industry collapsed; aided by tariffs, 

duties, and taxes British cotton textiles flooded not only European markets but Indian ones as 
well; when British created machines to make cotton it forced Indians out of business) 

• Includes minimal facts, examples, and details from documents 2 and 3 
• Presents little relevant outside information (when African countries imperialized African tribes 

were discriminated against and Europeans made their lives miserable; as world becomes more 
modern fewer countries available to be imperialized) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Some document information is 
quoted and there are attempts to summarize the documents with brief simplistic statements. Limited 
outside historical evidence demonstrates a general understanding of the effects of imperialism. 
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Throughout history, nations have competed to become the best and 

strongest nation out there. Powerful leaders were willing to do 

whatever it took to gain even more power, even if it was a the expense of 

the enviornment. 

Enviornmental problems, like deforestation, and exploitation of 

natural resources, is an example of an enduring issue that has 

affected humans and the planet. It has been argued and debated for 

centuries as nations continue to ignore the cries of those who have 

suffered the most from these enviornmental issues. Laws have been 

ignored and the enviornment continues to fall apart. Enviornmental 

issues have led to human conflict and enviornment damage. 

Human conflicts, like wars, have been caused because of problems 

in the enviornment. In document 1, it states, “since 1990, at least 18 

violent conflicts have been fueled by the exploitation of natural 

resources.” Stripping places of its natural resources, like timber, 

minerals, oils, and gas, have led to deadly issues between those 

involved. Conflicts arise because areas are benefitting from this since 

they can sell these goods while other areas are feeling the negative 

effects of it. People’s homes are being exploited and destroyed for its 

goods forcing people to relocate. They’re made powerless like it says in 

document one. Also, in document four it states that in the 1990s, 

Cambodians faced mass torture, displacement and exploitation for its 

timber. The high demand for timber gave nations permission to exploit 

cambodia, its people and land for its timber. This was all because of 

the Khmer Rouge regime (civil war) in the 1970s. 

In document 3, there is a picture of a man being strangled by a 

rubber coil, which looks like the King of Belgium. This shows how 
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leaders were willing to do anything, even kill, to get natural 

resources. All in all, enviornmental damage was the cause of many 

armed conflicts and led to greedy, power hungry leaders. 

Anchor Level 1-B 
 

The response: 
• Identifies and defines human conflict caused by environmental problems as an enduring issue 

raised in the documents (argued and debated for centuries as nations continue to ignore cries of 
those who have suffered from environmental issues; laws ignored, and environment continues to 
fall apart; environmental issues have led to human conflict) 

• Minimally addresses both aspects of the argument 
• Is descriptive (conflicts such as wars caused by problems in environment; stripping places of 

natural resources such as timber, minerals, oil, and gas has led to deadly issues between those 
involved; conflicts arise because areas benefitting from natural resources since one area can 
benefit from selling resources while another area is affected negatively; people’s homelands being 
exploited and destroyed for its natural resources forcing people to relocate; high demand for 
timber exploited Cambodia, its people and land for its timber because of Khmer Rouge civil war) 

• Includes minimal facts, examples, and details from the documents 1, 3, and 4 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; contains digressions; includes an introduction and a 

conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The discussion refers to specific 
examples from the documents that would have been strengthened by further development. Some 
descriptive statements are included but lack of connection to the enduring issue detracts from their 
effectiveness. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A 

An important issue in the world that has endured across time is the 

exploitation of natural resources. The natural resources from many 

regions were used mainly for the benefit of those other than the people 

living in that region. This was seen in the 1800’s as European 

nations imperialized most of Africa and other countries like India, 

and it is still an issue in the 21st century, where “since 1990, at least 

18 violent conflicts have been caused by the exploitation of natural 

resources.” (Doc 1) Overall, this issue of the exploitation of natural 

resources has endured over time and it is a significant issue even 

nowadays for many reasons. 

The exploitation of natural resources can be defined as an issue 

where foreign powers enter a place, and they use that place’s natural 

resources for their own benefits or when local people are selfish and 

exploit resources harming the environment. Exploitation occurred in 

India to a large degree when Indian cotton was exported to Britain in 

order to make cotton textiles. Prior to British imperialism India was 

producing its own textiles and developed a marked for its goods. The 

Indian textile industry seemingly flourished and wealth flowed into 

the subcontinent. However under the British Raj the cotton industry 

in India was devastated. Britain, prompted by the Industrial 

Revolution, looked to India as a source of many resources, one of them 

being cotton. Indians served as the labor force on cotton plantations 

where the raw material was harvested. In turn, it was shipped to 

Britain for manufacturing and resold to Indians through this 

economic system of mercantilism. As Britain’s profits soared, India 

became a colony producing primarily cash crops. Ultimately Britain 

would control India for nearly a century depriving the region of its 
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own land, labor, resources and the opportunity to establish political 

and economic stability and growth. 

During this Age of New Imperialism, Europe also colonialized 

many African countries. Their desire to exploit the natural resources 

of the colonies was one of their main economical reasons to imperialize 

in the first place. Their goal was to improve their own economies and 

societies by taking natural resources from their colonies, and the 

colonies did not get adequate benefit in return. In the Congo, King 

Leopold II of Belgium took over and exploited the natural resource of 

rubber. Africans were forced to work long hours for little pay and if 

they didn’t meet their quotas they were abused and sometimes even 

maimed. Leopold became incredibly rich and used this wealth for his 

own and Belgium’s benefit. The Congo received very little from this 

colonial relationship. 

Over the course of history, the exploitation of natural resources has 

deeply affected and has been affected by many regions and peoples. 

During the Cambodian Civil War, the war was funded on both sides 

by timber resources. The exploitation wreaked havoc both on the 

environment and local economies. (doc. 4) The Cambodians obtained 

the timber through deforestation, which has caused environmental 

issues such as global warming due to the fact that the trees won’t be 

able to clear the air of carbon dioxide. Ultimately timber could not be 

used if there was not economic demand for the resource. Both sides 

sold timber to outside markets in order to have money for armies and 

weapons. The civil war destroyed much of the Cambodian countryside. 

With the deforestation that the timber industry has caused, the impact 

goes far beyond Cambodia’s borders as well as far beyond this 1970’s 
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war. Even today we are still feeling its effects. This exploitation is also 

seen in modern times and usually occurs due to greed. Foreign powers 

who wanted things from other places took them for their own personal 

gain. The exploitation of natural resources such as timber, oil and gas 

have caused many conflicts as well as environmental damage and 

marginalization of many local populations. In many of these more 

modern conflicts, local populations are being abused and forced into 

poverty. (doc 1) 

These events that were discussed in the U.N. in 2012, about the 

exploitation of natural resources in the 21st century were similar to 

the age of imperialism in the 19th century where powerful European 

countries colonialized Africa in an attempt to exploit their natural 

resources to improve their own economies. We see that the reason for 

exploiting natural resources hasn’t changed, however efforts to address 

this exploitation has developed. Organizations like the United 

Nations, Human Rights Watch and Earthwatch are trying to stop the 

negative effects of the exploitation of natural resources. The UN has 

led peacekeeping missions that try to stop conflict that has been 

caused by exploitation. Human Rights Watch fights for those who are 

being abused and threatened due to conflicts over resources while 

Earthwatch is trying to fight deforestation. 

All in all, the issue of exploitation of natural resources is an issue 

that has affected many people and has been affected by many peoples 

over the course of history. Those people or nations that hold power 

sometimes exploit others they deem to be lesser. Overtime groups have 

taken note of these actions and are working to end this exploitation 

which gives us hope. 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – Aug. ’19 [60]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B 

Throughout history, powerful nations have always wanted to 

expand their rule, either by increasing economic influence, or 

conquering or colonizing more land. This conquest can be best 

exemplified in Imperialism, when European nations like England and 

Belgium colonized areas of Africa and Southern Asia for the 

abundance of raw materials. The issue of exploitation arises in these 

cases. These European nations with their Darwinist ideas believed that 

they were superior, so they colonized Africa and Southeast Asia 

saying that they were helping the third world areas. However in 

reality, they exploited the natives and the natural resources, 

destroying lives, political systems, the geography, and the economy 

cruelly suppressing the native peoples. In the present as in the past 

this exploitation eventually leads to further conflict within the 

exploited nation. 

UN Secretary General in 2012, Ban ki-moon stated that there will 

be conflict if the local resource base is exploited, damaged or destroyed 

by others (Doc 1). During the Age of Imperialism, European nations 

reaped African & Asian territories of their natural resources. India had 

a large abundance of cotton that they used to manufacture high 

quality muslin. When the British colonized India, they exploited the 

inhabitants for labor, imposed tariffs, and heavily taxed natives. The 

British took manufacturing away from native Indians and shifted 

the skilled artisan labor force to mostly unskilled plantation workers. 

Cotton manufacturing instead occurred in British industrial 

factories which processed the raw cotton from India and made it into 

cheap, low quality cotton fabric. This destroyed the industrial base 

that existed in India and left India to only produce raw resources for 



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – Aug. ’19 [61]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B 

others to manufacture. After leaving, the Indian economy was 

destroyed, and proved a challenge for an independent India. 

In addition to Britain another European nation that utilized 

imperialism was Belgium. In the 19th century, European nations 

including Belgium met at the Berlin Conference with a goal of 

partitioning the African continent in order to gain the ability to 

exploit native resources and benefit European industrial demands. 

This was justified by the theory of Social Darwinism. Ultimately, 

many Europeans profited from the abuse of indigenous labor and 

extraction of African resources at the expense of African peoples. 

Belgium colonized the Congo and stripped the area of natural 

resources. King Leopold II “strangled” his colonists forcing them to 

work on rubber plantations under horrible conditions. Because rubber 

was so profitable Leopold made the workers produce increasingly more 

rubber often threatening them with violence. He would even cut off the 

hands of Congolese workers if they didn’t meet their rubber quotas. He 

felt justified in treating the natives so poorly because he thought they 

were barbarians and needed to be controlled. However, as the cartoon 

suggests Leopold was the animal who squeezed and killed the people 

in the Congo. The cartoon is a good metaphor for how the natives were 

actually treated. Similarly the French also exploited natural rubber 

from native labor in their West African colonial holdings. Paralleling 

India, the natives were exploited for labor and resources just for the 

profit of the colonial power. This exploitation, in many cases 

eventually led to internal conflicts within the victimized nations. 

The twentieth century saw many wars, particulary staged in 

southeastern Asia and Africa, the same areas that had been colonized 
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during the Age of New Imperialism. Imperialism left nations like 

Cambodia and the Congo in ruins, politically and economically. New 

leadership immediately became a large issue and the struggle for 

power lead to further conflicts. In Cambodia, in the 1970s, there was a 

Civil War, a new regime, and the Cambodian Vietnam War. These 

three events contributed to the devastation of Cambodia. Partially 

because during the Cambodian civil war, the Government and the 

Khmer Rouge, exploited timber resources in order to fund their war 

(Doc. 4). Due to Cambodia being relatively small, conflict over timber 

created more problems for local people leading to torture, further 

exploitation, and displacement of civilians. After the Khmer Rouge 

and the civil war, further conflict remained in Cambodia. The Khmer 

rouge violently enforced the new government agenda of building a 

self-sufficient agricultural state. As a result Cambodian laborers 

found themselves working in terrible labor camps facing death on a 

daily basis. After all of these conflicts, Cambodia’s economy was left 

in ruins. Cambodia was exploited by European nations leading to a 

devastated economy and a struggle for power, which started a civil 

war, which in turn created further exploitation and destruction of land. 

Natural resources has always lead to conflicts. In the Scramble for 

Africa, Europeans nations exploited nations for economic benefit, and 

then left these nations in ruins. In most cases, the economy and 

political system was destroyed. Once again, a struggle for power leads 

to further conflicts, which often involved natural resources. Time and 

time again, even through the present day, the issue of natural 

resources has created countless conflicts, often making the exploited 

areas impoverished. 
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Throughout the history of the world, stronger powers have 

conquered weaker power and used their resources to further their own 

ideas. Ideologies such as social darwinism developed and encouraged 

countries to use weaker conquered powers for personal gain. An 

enduring issue is Imperialism and to what extent the stronger 

countries can utilize and control their subjects. 

Imperialism is when one country takes over another area for 

national gain, politically, militarily, and through resources. 

Imperialism is an enduring issue because people and powers have been 

doing it to each other for centuries. In Document 2, it is stated, “The 

British colonial apparatus, whether in the form of the East India 

Company or as direct rule by the crown, was a vast extractive 

machine.” The British, in this case, extracted goods and resources 

from India, which they controlled, often at the expense of the people. 

The British took cotton and goods from the native Indian people, 

leaving their own companies with nothing and standing at a loss. 

Imperialism is debated and enduring because it was immoral, unfair, 

and racist of the British, and many other major powers, to invade and 

suppress the people’s lives and business. 

Imperialism is an enduring issue because it has been going on for 

centuries. Belgium, under King Leopold II, practiced imperialism in 

Africa in the start of the twentieth century. Document 3 is from 1906 

and depicts King Leopold II constricting and hurting the native 

people, symbolic of his invasions in Africa. Towards the end of the 

twentieth century, African people were still trying to get Europeans 

out of their land. In document 5, there is a guerilla warfare movement 

against and for independence from the Portuguese. The issue has 
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remained the same from the start of the 20th century to its end with 

countries controlling lands foreign to them for gain and resources. 

The people are affected in that they feel threatened by foreign powers, 

their industries are suppressed, and the people want independence. 

Imperialism and the extent to which countries can use their colonies 

or conquered lands is an enduring and debated issue. People’s 

industries, like those of the Indians, are weakened and the people, like 

the Africans under the Belgians, are oppressed. The right of the 

countries to control foreign areas is questioned the way the people are 

treated is often unfair. For these reasons, Imperialism is a long-

debated and enduring concern.
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Throughout history there has always been a need and want from 

nations for natural resources. Sometimes this search has led to war 

and it has led to the more powerful nations overtaking or taking 

advantage of the weaker nations they are in conflict with in order to 

get more natural resources. Whether it is to make a profit as in India 

and the Congo or to gain advantage in times of war as in Cambodia 

and Africa the search for natural resources led to conflict, greed, and 

the abuse of one group of people over another. 

According to the UN, since 1990 at least 18 violent conflicts have 

been fueled by the exploitation of natural resources. This is sometimes 

caused by environmental damage and the lack of power that local 

populations have causing them to fail to benefit economically from 

the natural resources that are exploited. Which is more often caused by 

greed. In places such as the Congo and South Sudan wars are being 

fought over resources. Oil resources in South Sudan have led to wars 

and human rights violations. Another example of a conflict over 

natural resources or a traditional good from a certain area was 

between India and Britain. Before the British takeover, India was 

making an incredible amount of economic proft off of Muslin, which 

is a type of handwoven cotten fabric fit for an emperor, produced in 

Dacca, a part of India which is now in Bangladesh. Europeans were 

amazed by the products quality and profit potential. India was 

exporting more than ever until Britain started to take over India. 

Britain had a more powerful army and navy which overpowered the 

failing Mughal Empire during the Sepoy Massacre. Once Britain 

made India a colony after this violent conflict and struggle, they 

abused the Indian people and economy with their advanced technology 
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by mass producing the products and not letting India profit from 

their own products. Britain took over the muslin market so completely 

that their product flooded European and even the Indian markets. This 

left India making little to no profit off of their own original product 

due to being taken advantage of by a more powerful, technologically 

advanced nation. This issue has endured throughout history. Conflict 

often exists when one group takes advantage over another because of 

greed. Another time in history when conflict arose over natural 

resources was in Cambodia during the Cambodian Civil War. 

According to document 4 both sides of the war used timber to fund 

their war efforts. The conflict over this timber led to mass torture, 

exploitation and forced displacement in Cambodia. The Khmer Rouge 

eventually won the Cambodian Civil War which led to the brutal reign 

of Pol Pot who killed over a million people. The conflict over timber 

created instability that contributed to one of the world’s worst 

genocides. Timber exploitation has also caused a huge negative effect 

on the environment, leading to deforestation which is still a problem 

in Cambodia and other areas of Southeast Asia. 

You don’t have to look any further than the Industrial Revolution 

to see that greed, and the natural want to make profit for yourself or 

your nation can lead to conflict and pollution another negative effect 

on an environment. 

Countries such as Britain used coal and cheap labor to 

manufacture products in its factories. They used raw materials in 

England first and when these resources became scarce they conquered 

other places. This caused conflict between business owners and poor 

laborers as well as industrialized nations and conquered colonies. 
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Another time more powerful nation took advantage of another nations 

practically only resource was the Irish Potato famine when Ireland was 

producing enough food to feed its population but due to unfair taxes, 

rents, and landownership the British took that food away. It had 

enough food to help Ireland but their selfishness and sense of 

superiority led them to do little which resulted in the death of many 

innocent Irish people. The conflict between the Irish and the British 

over land and resources once again was harmful to human life. In the 

Congo King Leopold II of Belgium may have been even more greedy 

and cruel. 

King Leopold II of Belgium took over the Congo, killing millions of 

innocents simply because he wanted the profit that he could make 

from the colony. He forced the people of the Congo to work in horrible 

conditions to produce rubber. The conflict between the people’s livlihood 

and the king’s profit caused many problems for many years. (doc. 3) 

As shown, throughout history the desire for the best natural 

resources or land, etc. has led to weaker nations being defeated by 

more powerful countries and empires. Conflict often arises when two 

nations both want something and it always shows that the more 

technologically advanced, greedy, and and more powerful nation 

usually comes out on top.
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Since the dawn of man there have been many enduring issues. The 

worst enduring issue is conflict over resources. Many people die just to 

obtain resources. 

Document 4 talks about conflict for timber caused mass torture, 

explotation and forced displacement in Cambodia. This all happend 

because the Khmer rouge and cambodia were greedy, and did not 

search for a compromise. 

Document 5 talks about Europe traded guns for Africas diamond. 

They knew it would cause conflict. They let there desires overtake good 

judgement. Document 1 talks about united nation peacekeeping over 

resources. This shows the issue is getting better. 
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4 
 

 

The response: 
• Identifies and accurately defines exploitation of resources as an enduring issue (natural resources 

used mainly for benefit of those other than people living in the country or region; foreign powers 
enter a place and use its natural resources for their own benefit) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task 
• Is both descriptive and analytical (European nations imperialized most of Africa and countries 

such as India; local people can be selfish and exploit resources harming the environment; Indian 
textile industry seemingly flourished and wealth flowed into subcontinent; Britain prompted by 
Industrial Revolution looked to India as source of many resources, one of them being cotton; 
desire of Europe to exploit natural resources in their colonies one of main reasons to imperialize; 
exploitation of natural resources such as timber, oil, and gas have caused many conflicts as well as 
environmental damage and marginalization of local populations; exploitation of natural resources 
in 21st century similar to Age of Imperialism when powerful European countries colonized 
Africa) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from documents 1, 2, 3, and 4 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (under British Raj cotton industry 
in India devastated; cotton shipped to Britain for manufacturing and resold to Indians through 
economic system of mercantilism; as Britain’s profits soared, India became a colony producing 
primarily cash crops; during Age of New Imperialism Europe colonized many African countries; 
Africans forced to work long hours for little pay and if they did not meet quotas they were abused 
and sometimes maimed; Cambodians obtained timber through deforestation causing 
environmental issues such as global warming since trees not able to clear air of carbon dioxide; 
organizations trying to stop negative effects of exploitation of natural resources; Human Rights 
Watch fights for those being abused and threatened by conflicts over resources; Earthwatch trying 
to fight deforestation) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The strength of the discussion is in 
the comparison of different groups across time and place to reach thoughtful analytic conclusions. 
Additional supporting facts and details would have strengthened the discussion. 
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 5 
 

The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately defines exploitation of resources as an enduring issue raised in 

the documents (powerful nations expand their rule by increasing economic influence, conquering, 
or colonizing more land; European nations colonized areas of Africa and Southern Asia for 
abundance of raw materials) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (European nations exploited natives and natural resources 

destroying lives, political systems, geography, and economy cruelly subjugating native peoples; 
industrial base that existed in India destroyed by Britain and India left to only produce raw 
resources for others to manufacture; destroyed Indian economy proved to be a challenge for an 
independent India; ultimately many Europeans profited from abuse of indigenous labor and 
extraction of African resources at expense of African peoples; end of 20th century saw many wars 
in southeastern Asia and Africa in areas that had been colonized during Age of New Imperialism; 
due to Cambodia being relatively small, conflict over timber created more problems for local 
people leading to torture, further exploitation, and displacement of civilians) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and 
details from documents 1, 2, 3, and 4 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (European 
nations with their Darwinist ideas believed they were superior, so they colonized Africa and 
Southeast Asia saying they were helping third world areas; British took manufacturing away from 
native Indians and shifted skilled artisan labor force to mostly unskilled plantation workers; in 
19th century European nations met at Berlin Conference with goal of partitioning Africa to benefit 
European industrial demands; rubber so profitable Leopold made workers produce increasingly 
more; Leopold had workers’ hands cut off if they did not meet quotas; French exploited rubber 
from native labor in West African colonial holdings; exploitation eventually led to internal 
conflicts within victimized nations; imperialism left nations such as Cambodia and Congo in ruins 
politically and economically; Khmer Rouge violently enforced new government agenda of 
building a self-sufficient agricultural state; Cambodian laborers found themselves working in 
terrible labor camps facing death on a daily basis) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Good historical examples from 
different time periods in history form the basis of the discussion, especially in the treatment of the 
aftermath of imperialism. Analytic statements and thoughtful conclusions are interwoven and 
effectively support document interpretation. 
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 2 
 

The response: 
• Identifies and defines impact of imperialism as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(stronger countries utilize and control their subjects; one country takes over another for national 
gain, politically and militarily and through resources) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument 
• Is primarily descriptive (towards end of 20th century African people still trying to get Europeans 

out of their land; people feel threatened by foreign powers, their industries are suppressed, and 
they want independence; right of countries to control foreign areas questioned and way people 
treated is unfair) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from documents 2, 3, and 5  
• Presents little relevant outside information (ideologies such as Social Darwinism developed and 

encouraged countries to use weaker conquered powers for personal gain) 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Although a basic understanding of 
imperialism as an enduring issue is demonstrated, the lack of explanation and supporting facts and 
details weaken the effort. A few analytical statements are included; however, they lack 
development. 
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 3 
 

The response: 
• Identifies and defines conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents (more powerful 

nations overtaking or taking advantage of weaker nations to get more natural resources; often 
exists when one group takes advantage over another because of greed; often arises when two 
nations both want same thing) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with some depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (throughout history always a need and want from nations for 

natural resources; environmental damage and lack of power caused local populations to fail to 
benefit economically from natural resources leading to conflict; once Britain made India a colony, 
Indian people and economy were abused; Britain used its advanced technology to mass-produce 
products and did not let India profit from its own products; Britain took over muslin market so 
completely that it flooded European and Indian markets; conflict between people’s livelihood in 
Congo and King Leopold’s profit caused many problems for many years) 

• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from documents 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 

• Includes relevant outside information (in places such as Congo and Sudan wars being fought over 
resources; oil resources in South Sudan led to wars and human rights violations; Britain had a 
more powerful army and navy which overpowered failing Mughal Empire during Sepoy 
Massacre; Khmer Rouge eventually won civil war which led to brutal reign of Pol Pot who killed 
over a million people; deforestation still a problem in Cambodia and other areas of Southeast 
Asia; countries such as Britain used coal and cheap labor to manufacture products in its factories; 
Ireland producing enough food to feed its population but due to unfair taxes, rents, and land 
ownership British took that food away during potato famine) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The focus of the response is on the 
role of technology which is supported by good explanations of evidence from the documents and 
some historical outside information. Many different examples are employed but a lack of depth 
detracts from the effort. 

 
Practice Paper E—Score Level 1 
 

The response: 
• Identifies, but does not clearly define, conflict over resources as an enduring issue raised in the 

documents (many people die just to obtain resources) 
• Minimally addresses both aspects of the argument 
• Is descriptive (Khmer Rouge and Cambodia were greedy and did not search for a compromise) 
• Includes minimal facts, examples, and details from the documents 1, 4, and 5 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Brief statements connect information 
from three documents to the enduring issue of conflict over resources. Overgeneralizations and lack 
of supporting facts and details weaken the effort.  
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department 
 

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test 
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assess-
ments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make 
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows: 
 
1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm. 
 
2. Select the test title. 
 
3. Complete the required demographic fields. 
 
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided. 
 
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form. 

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2019 
Regents Exam in Global History and Geography II (Grade 10) will be posted on 
the Department’s web site at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day 
of the exam. Conversion charts provided for the previous administrations of any  
Global History and Geography examinations must NOT be used to determine 
students’ final scores for this administration.
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