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Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating papers for this exami-
nation. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process
and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Regents Examination in Global
History and Geography and United States History and Government.

Scoring the Part I Multiple-Choice Questions

On the detachable answer sheet, indicate by means of a checkmark each
incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-choice questions; do not place a
checkmark beside a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the
box provided on the answer sheet, record the number of questions the stu-
dent answered correctly in Part I.

Contents of the Rating Guide

For both Part II (thematic) and Part III B (DBQ) essays:
• A content-specific rubric
• Prescored answer papers. Score levels 5 and 1 have two papers each,

and score levels 4, 3, and 2 have three papers each. They are ordered
by score level from high to low.

• Commentary explaining the specific score awarded to each paper
• Five prescored practice papers

For Part III A (scaffold or open-ended questions):
• A question-specific rubric
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GLOBAL HISTORY and GEOGRAPHY

Rating the Essay Questions

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should
include:

Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task
• Raters identify the answers to the task
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for stu-

dent responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by

matching evidence from the response to the rubric
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the

scores and commentaries provided
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confi-

dent enough to move on to actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individ-
ual rating for a student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly
on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not correct the
student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be nec-
essary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point.

Rating the Scaffold (open-ended) Questions

(1) Follow a similar procedure for training raters.
(2) The scaffold questions need only be scored by one rater.
(3) The scores for each scaffold question may be recorded in the student’s

examination booklet.

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement
of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay, recording that
score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining the student’s
final examination score. The chart located at the end of these scoring mate-
rials must be used for determining the final examination score.

[2]
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Global History and Geography
Content-Specific Rubric

Thematic Essay—January 2002

Score of 5:
• Shows a thorough understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced the historical

development or a specific historical event in a nation or region
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by identifying two nations and/or regions,

describing the two geographic factors identified for each nation and/or region, and explaining the influence
of each of these four factors on the historical development or on a specific historical event in these nations
and/or regions

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors by including comments of an
analytical and/or evaluative nature, e.g., the island location of Japan provided protection from invasion and
allowed Japan to practice selective borrowing, but it also forced Japan to seek an overseas empire in the
20th century to obtain the raw materials necessary to become an industrialized nation

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., the need to acquire warm-water
ports led to Peter the Great’s wars; the central location of the Ottoman Empire helped encourage the Age of
Exploration in Europe

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on nations and/or regions by establishing a

framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 4:
• Shows a good understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced the historical development

or a specific historical event in a nation or region
• Addresses all aspects of the task but may do so unevenly, completing the different aspects of the task more

thoroughly for one nation or region than for the second nation or region
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors by including some comments

of an analytical and/or evaluative nature
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details but may not support these details evenly, e.g., discussing

rivers and coal deposits in England and their connection to the start of the Industrial Revolution in England
but not providing specific details such as the use of water power, the canal system, new inventions, mining,
the effect of abundant natural resources, or new imperialism

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on nations and/or regions by establishing a

framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 3:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced the historical

development or a specific historical event in a nation or region
• Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects in a limited way
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors, but not in any depth, and is

more descriptive than analytical
• Incorporates some facts, examples, and details; may contain some inaccuracies
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on nations and/or regions by repeating the task

and concludes by repeating the theme

[3]



Some Examples of Limited Treatment of Task at Level 3

Nation or Region Geographic Factor Influence of Geographic Factor
Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Describes 1 factor for each nation Explains the influence of each of the
2 identified geographic factors

Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Describes 2 factors for each nation

Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Identifies, but does not describe, 2
factors for each nation

Explains the influence of each of the
4 identified geographic factors

Identifies 1 nation
and/or region

Describes 2 factors for that nation Explains the influence of each of the
2 identified geographic factors

Score of 2:
• Shows a limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced the historical

development or a specific historical event in a nation or region
• Attempts to address the different aspects of the task
• Develops a faulty or weak analysis and/or evaluation of geographic factors and their influence on specific

nations and/or regions, e.g., identifying a geographic factor, but incorrectly explaining its effect on a
historical development

• Includes few facts, examples, and details, and may include information that contains inaccuracies, e.g.,
mountains protected Japan from invasion

• Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus; may contain digressions; and may not clearly identify which
aspect of the task is being discussed

• May fail to introduce or summarize the theme of the influence of geographic factors on nations and/or
regions or might not refer to the theme in the introduction and/or conclusion

Some Examples of Limited Treatment of Task for Level 2

Nation or Region Geographic Factor Influence of Geographic Factor
Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Describes 1 factor for each nation Explains the influence of 1 identified
geographic factor on one nation

Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Describes 2 factors for one nation
and 1 for the other nation

Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Identifies, but does not describe, 2
factors for one nation and 1 factor
for the other nation

Explains the influence of each of the
3 identified geographic factors

Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Describes 2 factors for one nation
and identifies, but does not describe,
1 factor for the other nation

Explains the influence of 1 identified
geographic factor on one nation

Identifies 2 nations
and/or regions

Describes 1 factor for one nation and
identifies, but does not describe, 2
factors for the other nation

Explains the influence of 2 identified
geographic factors on either nation

Identifies 1 nation
and/or region

Describes 2 factors for that nation Explains the influence of 1 identified
geographic factor
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Score of 1:
• Shows a very limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced the historical

development or a specific historical event in a nation or region
• Makes little effort to address the different aspects of the task
• Lacks an analysis or evaluation of the theme of the influence of geographic factors beyond stating vague or

inaccurate facts
• Includes few or no accurate or relevant facts, examples, or details, dealing with generalities
• Attempts to complete the task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization
• May fail to introduce or summarize the theme of the influence of geographic factors on nations and/or

regions or might not refer to the theme in the introduction and/or conclusion

Score of 0:  Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper.

Notes:
1. Geographic isolation, soil, climate and monsoons are acceptable geographic factors.
2. The same two geographic factors can be used for the two nations and/or regions as

long as the response discusses them separately.
3. The same geographic factor can not be used for the same geographic area at

different times in history, e.g., climate in Russia affected both the defeat of
Napoleon in 1812–1813 and the Germans during World War II. Two geographic
factors must be chosen for each nation or region.

4. Two geographic factors can be used to explain one historical development or
specific historical event in a nation or region, but each factor’s influence on the
historical development or specific historical event must be explained separately, i.e.,
deserts and mountains as natural geographic barriers should be explained and
discussed separately.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A

Anchor Level 5-A

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments and specific historical events in Italy and Africa
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task evenly and in depth
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on Italy and

Africa by including comments of an analytical and evaluative nature (Italy became wealthy
and merchants used the wealth to support the Renaissance; wealth helped Ghana and Benin
improve the standard of living; ivory, gold and salt are still prize possessions)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Roman Empire
expansion; advantage of peninsula in Mediterranean trade; Muslim traders in the Sahara;
bronze sculptures)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of
organization by identifying Italy, describing the peninsula and its geographic
characteristics, explaining the advantage that these factors provided to the historical
development of the nation, and then repeating the process for Africa and the civilizations
of Ghana and Benin

• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on Italy and Africa by
establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes
with an analysis of the way people use geographic factors to their advantage

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The introduction is particularly
strong. The geographic factors are connected to the historic development of Italy and Africa
with many excellent details. The analysis of developments is sophisticated, showing how the
development of Italy influenced the development of Germany and the rest of Europe and how
Ghana and Benin used their natural resources to develop their wealthy civilizations.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B

Anchor Level 5-B

The response:
• Shows a thorough understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments and specific historical events in Africa and China
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task evenly and in depth
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on Africa and

China by including comments of an analytical and evaluative nature (Africa was
considered to be the dark continent because of its geographic features; river valleys
contributed to uneven distribution of population; geographic features determined that
Africa and China did not industrialize rapidly)

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (waterfalls; plateaus;
Ghana; Mali; Songhai; Cecil Rhodes; Richard Burton; David Livingstone; Berlin
Conference of 1884; Age of Exploration; Yellow River; Yang-zee River Valley)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of
organization by identifying Africa, identifying and describing the regular coastline of
Africa, explaining its influence, then describing the Sahara and its impact, and then
repeating the process for China’s geographic barriers and river valleys

• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on Africa and China by
establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes
with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5. Although the discussion of
China is less detailed than that of Africa, the depth of understanding and the level of analysis
reflects the overall quality of the response. The essay is well organized and well written,
having an abundance of historical facts about the influence of geographic factors in both
Africa and China.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced historical

developments in the Nile River Valley and India
• Addresses all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly (discusses how deserts in

Africa have provided protection against invasion, but does not identify the Sahara Desert
nor any specific invasion)

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on the Nile
River Valley and India by including some comments of an analytical and evaluative nature
(the Himalayan Mountains were a natural barrier to invasion; monsoons caused floods and
droughts and resulted in the Indian people learning to work around their unpredictability)

• Includes relevant facts, examples and details (silt; irrigation systems; Khyber Pass; surplus
of food), but contains some inaccuracies (rest of Africa was desert)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on the Nile River Valley and

India by establishing a framework that is somewhat beyond a simple restatement of the
task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response does not discuss
all aspects of the task as consistently as in a Level 5 response. The discussion of the desert in
Africa is much weaker than that of the monsoons in India. However, the analysis in the
conclusion is strong.



Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced historical

developments and specific historical events in the Nile River Valley and Great Britain
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the depth of the discussion is somewhat limited
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on the Nile

River Valley and Great Britain by including some analytical comments (the fertile soil in
Egypt allowed food to be easily grown so that a surplus would be produced and therefore
allow some individuals to pursue other occupations such as becoming artisans)

• Includes relevant facts, examples and details (yearly floods; silt; isolation; protection;
World War I; Industrial Revolution; child labor)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on the Nile River Valley and

Great Britain by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task
and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. All the aspects of the task
are addressed, but in a limited way, lacking a thorough discussion. While details are
mentioned, they are not explained or supported with historical facts. Some of the conclusions
that are drawn do not relate to the task (child labor in Great Britain).
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Level 4-C

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced historical

developments and specific historical events in Ancient Egypt and India
• Addresses all aspects of the task but does so unevenly, completing the different aspects of

the task more thoroughly for Ancient Egypt than for India
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on Ancient

Egypt and India by including some comments of an analytical and evaluative nature
(development of the Egyptian calendar based on the flooding of the Nile)

• Includes relevant facts, examples and details (Mediterranean Sea; annual flood; pharaohs;
Kush; Romans; Khyber Pass; Aryans; Ganges River)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on Ancient Egypt and India by

establishing a framework that is a little beyond a simple restatement of the task and
concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most the criteria for Level 4. Although the influence of
the monsoons and the Himalayas on the historical development of India is weak, the details
and depth of analysis of the other aspects of the task are strong.



Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments and specific historical events in the Middle East and Great Britain
• Addresses all aspects of the task, but in a general way with few historical details (mentions

the conflict over oil reserves in the Middle East, but does not mention the Persian Gulf War)
• Shows an ability to analyze causal relationships between a geographic factor and historical

developments (oil money brought wealth to Kuwait; the deserts isolated the Middle East
from Western civilization)

• Incorporates a few facts, examples, and details
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on the Middle East and Great

Britain by establishing a framework that is somewhat beyond a simple restatement of the
task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. Although the discussion of
oil in the Middle East is strong, the lack of details and the lack of analysis weaken the response.
In most cases, no connection is made between the geographic features and specific historical
events. The discussion of Britain’s farmland and fields makes only a general reference to
Britain’s “industrial and agricultural development.”
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3-B

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of how mountains and islands have affected the

historical development of Japan and of how oil has affected the historical development of
the Middle East

• Addresses most aspects of the task but fails to discuss a second geographic factor for the
Middle East

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on Japan and
the Middle East by including some comments of an analytical and evaluative nature
(because of the mountains, the lack of good farmland has forced the Japanese to turn to the
sea for food)

• Includes relevant facts, examples and details (imperialist Japan taking over Korea and
China; terrace farming; OPEC; Iran-Iraq War)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces and concludes the theme of the influence of geographic factors on Japan and the

Middle East by repeating the task

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The weakness in the response is
not addressing a second geographic factor for the Middle East. Although the discussion some
of the aspects of the task is strong, as a whole, the response is more descriptive than analytical.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 –  C

Anchor Level 3-C

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments and specific historical events in Egypt and Japan
• Addresses all aspects of the task but does so in a limited way (the desert not only protected

Egyptians but developed their way of life so they learned how to dress for sandstorms,
grow food, use camels and not horses)

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on Egypt and
Japan, but not in any depth with few comments of an analytical nature

• Includes few relevant facts, examples and details
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on Egypt and Japan by

repeating the task and concludes by repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 3. While the response
includes some analysis of the effect of the Nile River on the development of Egyptian culture,
the lack of historical detail and the use of generalities, especially for Japan, weaken the
response. The impact of the island location of Japan is particularly weak. As a whole, the
response is much more descriptive than analytical.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments and specific historical events in Greece and China
• Attempts to address most aspects of the task
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on Greece

and China, but not in any depth (constant fighting between the city-states left Greece weak
for incoming attacks)

• Mentions few facts, examples and details (city states; high population density in China;
China was the center of the earth; China had natural barriers; isolationism)

• Is a satisfactorily organized essay, although the effect of mountains and islands on the
historical development of Greece is combined in the discussion

• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on Greece and China and
concludes by making statements that are more than a restatement of the task

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. The response makes some
attempt at analysis, but few facts are included to support the attempt. Although the geographic
factors are identified, they are not described and the discussion of the influence of these factors
is limited.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments in Africa and Great Britain
• Attempts to address the task
• Develops a faulty analysis or evaluation of geographic factors and their influence (Africa’s

coastline and interior facilitate trade)
• Includes few facts, examples, and details, and includes information that contains

inaccuracies (Africa’s coastal nations have developed very fast due to trade; “rains come”
in the Nile River valley)

• Is a poorly organized essay, first discussing the Nile River in Africa, then mentioning the
island location and natural resources of Great Britain, then returning to Africa’s coastline
and trade

• Contains a simple introduction and conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. Much of the specific
information is partially incorrect. The failure to indicate a period when Great Britain had many
resources makes it difficult to discern the intent of the response. Although four geographic
features are identified, only one is described. The discussion of the influence of these factors
on the historical development on Africa and Great Britain is generally vague.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments in India and the Middle East
• Attempts to address the task by identifying but not describing the four geographic factors
• Lacks an analysis and evaluation of these geographic factors and their influence on the

Middle East and India
• Includes few facts, examples and details and deals mostly with generalities (Middle East

sells oil; the Himalaya Mountains served as protection for India)
• Is a somewhat satisfactorily organized essay, but lacks focus, not making clear which

aspect of the task is being discussed
• Contains a simple one-sentence introduction and a simple conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. The discussion of how deserts
and oil have influenced the historical development of the Middle East is very limited. The
response is a series of general statements that address some aspects of the task but as a whole,
these statements are vague and lack depth and detail.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments in British colonies and among the “Hindu Kush people”
• Makes little effort to address the different aspects of the task, identifying only the ocean

that separated Great Britain from its colonies
• Lacks an analysis and evaluation of the influence of geographic factors beyond stating

vague and inaccurate facts
• Includes few accurate or relevant facts, examples, or details, dealing with generalities
• Is a somewhat organized essay, but lacks focus
• Contains a simple one-sentence introduction and a simple one-sentence conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 1. Most of the discussion
of Great Britain deals with the United States (America) and can not be scored. There are few
relevant and accurate details to support the theme of the influence of geographic factors on
nations, not including the information on the United States. The discussion of the Hindu Kush
people is weak, confusing, and inaccurate.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
• Shows a very limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments in the Mediterranean region and the United States
• Attempts to address the different aspects of the task but does not describe the geographic

features of the Mediterranean
• Contains a weak analysis and evaluation of the influence of geographic factors in the

Mediterranean region
• Includes few accurate and relevant facts, examples, or details (Phoenicians; trade in Italy;

the countries are generally protected by the mountains so their military is not as strong as
Germany and the Soviet Union)

• Attempts to complete the task and is somewhat organized
• Contains a simple introduction and conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 1. Although trade by water
is mentioned, the discussion of the Mediterranean is weak in that the region is not specifically
defined and it is unclear what is being discussed. The discussion of the United States can not
be scored.
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D



[50]

Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E



Practice Paper A—Score Level 1

The response:
• Shows a limited understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments in Africa and India
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task, identifying the Sahara desert and monsoons

in both Africa and India and making statements as to the effect of these factors
• Lacks an analysis and evaluation of the influence of geographic factors beyond stating

vague and inaccurate facts (monsoons in Africa bring out rain forests such as the Amazon)
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details, dealing with generalities and containing

little specific accurate information (monsoons are seasonal rains; the Sahara Desert limited
travel)

• Demonstrates a major weakness in organization, repeating some of the same information in
the two paragraphs (monsoons affect the way people build their houses)

• Lacks an introduction and a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response attempts to
address the task but uses limited, vague information with no facts about historical development
or historical events in India or Africa.

Practice Paper B—Score Level 4

The response:
• Shows a good understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced historical

developments and specific historical events in Italy and Ancient Egypt
• Addresses all aspects of the task, but does so somewhat unevenly, completing the different

aspects of the task more thoroughly for Italy than for Ancient Egypt
• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on Italy and

Ancient Egypt by including some comments of an analytical and evaluative nature (the
peninsula of Italy was divided into territories or city-states due to the mountains isolating
each respective region from the next)

• Includes relevant facts, examples and details (Roman Republic; Cavour; Piedmont;
Renaissance; Nile River delta; pyramids)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on Italy and Ancient Egypt by

establishing a framework that is a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a
summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most the criteria for Level 4. The discussion of Ancient
Egypt lacks specific details, but the depth of analysis and the details in the discussion on Italy
are sophisticated. Especially strong is the discussion of how the geography of Italy has
affected Italian history at different times.

[52]



Practice Paper C—Score Level 2

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments in England
• Attempts to address the task by identifying England and China and two geographic factors

of England (irregular coastline and island location), but fails to follow up on China
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on

historical developments in England but not in any depth (island location prevented cultural
diffusion from happening)

• Includes few facts, examples and details (natural harbors; isolation from Europe; lack of
cultural diffusion)

• Is an organized essay
• Contains a simple introduction that restates the theme and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. While the discussion of
England is somewhat adequate, the response does not address the second nation. In addition,
the information about England lacks specific historical detail.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 3

The response:
• Shows some understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced historical

developments and specific historical events in the Middle East and India
• Addresses most aspects of the task by identifying a nation and a region, describing two

geographic factors for each but only explaining how three of these factors influenced the
historical development of the areas

• Shows an ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on the
historical development of the Middle East and India but not in any depth

• Includes some facts, examples and details (Saudi Arabia, Libya, and Iran as oil producing
nations; Arabian Desert; nomads; wet and dry monsoons; cultural diffusion)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of the influence of geographic factors on the Middle East and India

by restating the task and concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The limited number of facts and
details relate to the geographic factors, but as a whole, do not support historical developments.
In addition, there is no discussion of any historical development resulting from the monsoons.
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 3

The response:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of how specific geographic factors have influenced

historical developments and specific historical events in Great Britain and Japan
• Addresses all aspects of the task, but in a limited way (the discussion of Japan is weaker

than that of Great Britain)
• Shows some ability to analyze and evaluate the influence of geographic factors on

historical developments and specific historical events of Great Britain and Japan but not in
any depth (Britain’s location helped development of colonies; colonies were a guaranteed
market for Britain and provided Britain with a source of raw materials)

• Incorporates some facts, examples and details without fully discussing them (imperialism;
natural resources; industrialization; Japan as an imperialized nation and as a colonizer)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme by establishing a framework that is somewhat beyond a simple

restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. The response addresses all
aspects of the task, although unevenly and with general information and few details. Although
there are some thought-provoking statements (Britain’s isolation from Europe provided them
with stability, since it was not ravaged by wars), the response generally is more descriptive
than analytical. The weakness of the response lies in its lack of specific facts pertaining to the
historical development of both Great Britain and Japan.
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Global History and Geography
Part A Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—January 2002

Document 1

1 What was the Tokugawa policy toward foreign trade?

Score of 1:
• Identifies the Tokugawa policy toward foreign trade

Examples: isolationist policy; no foreign trade
OR

• Quotes a portion of the document that identifies the Tokugawa policy toward foreign trade
Example: The samurai shall not buy goods on board foreign ships directly from foreigners.

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: Tokugawa laws encouraged trade with foreigners
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: Japan traded
• No response

[55]

Tokugawa Laws of Japan in 1634

• Japanese ships shall not be sent abroad.
• No Japanese shall be sent abroad. Anyone breaking this law shall suffer the penalty

of death. . . .
• All Japanese living abroad shall be put to death when they return home.
• The arrival of foreign ships must be reported to Edo [Tokyo] and a watch kept over

them.
• The samurai shall not buy goods on board foreign ships.



2 According to this graph, what economic change occurred during the Meiji rule?

Score of 1:
• Identifies the economic change that occurred under Meiji rule

Examples: imports and exports increased during Meiji rule; trade greatly increased during Meiji
rule

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: trade decreased during Meiji Rule; Japan became isolated during Meiji rule
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: trade
• No response

[56]
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3 According to this document, what limits should the government place on an individual’s
actions in the economy?

Score of 1:
• Identifies the limits government should place on an individual’s actions in the economy

Examples:  laissez-faire; government should place no limits on an individual’s actions in the
economy; an individual cannot break the law (laws of justice) in pursuing his own interest

OR
• Quotes a portion of the document that identifies the limits government should place on an

individual’s actions in the economy
Example:  Every man is left perfectly free to pursue his own interest his own way.

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: the government controls the economy
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: the individual should be loyal to his country
• No response

[57]

Document 3

In The Wealth of Nations (1776), Adam Smith described laissez-faire philosophy:

Every man, as long as he does not violate the laws of justice, is left perfectly free to
pursue his own interests his own way, and to bring both his industry [efforts] and 
capital into competition with those of any other men or order of men.



4 To what extent are the conditions described in this testimony a result of the economic system
in place in 1832?

Score of 1:
• Explains the extent to which the conditions described in the testimony are a result of the economic

system in place in 1832
Examples: there were no laws to stop the bad conditions; laissez-faire economics meant no

government interference; no laws to protect the workers

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Examples: conditions were horrible; the shaft was not covered
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: no laws
• No response

[58]

Document 4

This is an excerpt from William Cooper’s testimony before the Sadler Committee in 1832.

Sadler: When did you first begin to work in mills?
Cooper: When I was ten years of age.
Sadler: What were your usual hours of working?
Cooper: We began at five in the morning and stopped at nine in the night.
Sadler: What time did you have for meals?
Cooper: We had just one period of forty minutes in the sixteen hours. That was at

noon.
Sadler: What means were taken to keep you awake and attentive?
Cooper: At times we were frequently strapped.
Sadler: When your hours were so long, did you have any time to attend a day school?
Cooper: We had no time to go to day school.

This is an excerpt from the testimony of Joseph Hebergam to the Sadler Committee.

Sadler: Do you know of any other children who died at the R Mill?
Hebergam: There were about a dozen died during the two years and a half that I was

there. At the L Mill where I worked last, a boy was caught in a machine
and had both his thigh bones broke and from his knee to his hip . . . . His
sister, who ran to pull him off, had both her arms broke and her head
bruised. The boy died. I do not know if the girl is dead, but she was not
expected to live.

Sadler: Did the accident occur because the shaft was not covered?
Hebergam: Yes.



Document 5

5 Identify two actions taken by the government to change economic policy.

Score of 2 or 1:
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each correctly stated action that the government

took to change economic policy
Examples: limiting hours for children working in factories; requiring schooling for children

under 13; forbidding employment of children under 11; guaranteeing breaks during
the work day for workers; limiting hours for women working in factories; granting
compensation to workers for work-related injuries

OR
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each correctly quoted portion of the document

that identifies an action that the government took to change economic policy
Examples: Children under thirteen were required to have two hours of schooling per day; the

Ten Hours Act limited the workday to ten hours for women and children

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: women and children were forced to work long hours without breaks
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: the government took action
• No response

[59]

British Factory Legislation

1833 Parliament passed a Factory Act, which forbade nearly all textile mills from
employing children under eleven years, and prohibited children between
eleven and thirteen from working more than forty-eight hours a week, or nine
in a single day. It also prohibited youths between the ages of thirteen and eigh-
teen from working more than sixty-nine hours a week, or twelve in a single day.
These work periods were to include an hour and a half for meals. Children
under thirteen were required to have two hours of schooling per day.

1847 The Ten Hours Act limited the workday to ten hours for women and children
who worked in factories.

1880 The first Employers’ Liability Act granted compensation to workers for on-the-
job injuries not their own fault.



6a What was Stalin’s economic policy toward industry?

Score of 1:
• Identifies Stalin’s economic policy toward industry

Examples: emphasized heavy industry; rapid industrialization through government control;
Five-Year Plans

OR
• Quotes a portion of the document that identifies Stalin’s economic policy toward industry

Example:  all industry and services were nationalized

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: increased competition in private business
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: increase everything as much as he could
• No response

6b What was Stalin’s economic policy toward agriculture?

Score of 1:
• Identifies Stalin’s economic policy toward agriculture

Examples:  collectivization of agriculture; reducing private ownership
OR

• Quotes a portion of the document that identifies Stalin’s economic policy toward agriculture
Example: the Socialist way is to set up collective farms and state farms

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example:  to increase capitalist elements of agriculture
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example:  Stalin had an agricultural policy
• No response

[60]

Document 6

Stalin’s first Five-Year Plan, adopted by the party in 1928, called for rapid industriali-
zation of the economy, with an emphasis on heavy industry. It set goals that were 
unrealistic—a 250 percent increase in overall industrial development and a 330 per-
cent expansion in heavy industry alone. All industry and services were nationalized,
managers were given predetermined output quotas by central planners, and trade
unions were converted into mechanisms for increasing worker productivity.

. . . the Socialist way . . . is to set up collective farms and state farms which leads to the
joining together of the small peasant farms into large collective farms, technically and
scientifically equipped, and to the squeezing out of the capitalist elements from agri-
culture. . . .



Document 7

7 Identify one economic change recommended by Mikhail Gorbachev.

Score of 1:
• Identifies an economic change recommended by Mikhail Gorbachev

Examples: government would no longer regulate business; wages would reflect the demands of
a market economy; introduction of free market

OR
• Quotes a portion of the document that identifies an economic change recommended by Mikhail

Gorbachev
Example: central planning system be altered so that government ministries would no longer

closely regulate economic enterprises

Score of 0:
• Incorrect response

Example: Gorbachev wanted to increase central planning
• Vague response that does not answer the question

Example: Gorbachev altered the economic system
• No response

[61]

The economic reforms urged by Gorbachev were called “market socialism.”   . . . He 
proposed that the central planning system be altered [changed] so that government min-
istries would no longer closely regulate economic enterprises, and so that regional man-
agers would play a more important role. He also advised that . . . wages be reformed to
reflect more realistically the demands of a market economy.

— “Perestroika” from The Collapse of Communism in The Soviet Union



Global History and Geography
Content-Specific Rubric

Document-Based Question—January 2002

Economic Reforms in Selected Countries

Key Ideas from the Documents

Nation Economic System
Prior to Change

Attempts at Economic
Reform

Impacts of Economic
Reform

Japan Isolationism under
Tokugawa (doc 1)

Increased trade under Meiji
Restoration (doc 2)

End of isolation (doc 2)

England Adam Smith’s laissez-
faire philosophy (doc 3)
Abuses of workers in
factory system (doc 4)

Hearings on the conditions in
the factory system (doc 4)
British legislation to improve
conditions for workers (doc 5)

Limits on factory owners as
a result of government
intervention (doc 5)

USSR Five-Year Plans (doc 6)
Collectivization (doc 6)

Perestroika under Gorbachev
(doc 7)

Change in government
control of economy (doc 7)
Acceptance of some
capitalist ideas (doc 7)

Relevant Outside Information
(This list is not all-inclusive)

Nation Economic System
Prior to Change

Attempts at Economic
Reform

Impacts of Economic
Reform

Japan Self-sufficiency/
feudalism under
Tokugawa

Westernization/ modernization
under Meiji

Attempts to gain natural
resources led to
imperialism and war
Economic growth

England Hands-off, invisible
hand, supply and
demand
Domestic system
Effects of Industrial
Revolution in England

Writings of Charles Dickens
Increase in power of
Parliament because of
extension of suffrage

Growth of labor unions
Better working conditions

USSR Totalitarian rule of
Stalin
Communism (Karl
Marx, Lenin)

Glasnost and acceptance of
foreign ideas

Protests by kulaks
Fall of communism in the
Soviet Union

Note: Responses may describe either the characteristics of the economic system that was in place before the
change (working conditions in British factories before legislation because of laissez-faire; no foreign
trade in Japan under the Tokugawa regime because of self-sufficiency) or describe the economic system
itself.

[62]



Score of 5:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task for two specific nations by discussing how each nation has

attempted to bring about economic reform over time, describing the economic system that was in place
before the change in each nation, and evaluating the impact of the economic reform in each nation

• Incorporates accurate information from at least four documents (see Key Ideas Chart)
• Incorporates specific and relevant outside information related to the economic systems and the impact of

economic reform (see Outside Information Chart)
• Richly supports the theme of economic reform with the use of many relevant and accurate facts, specific

examples, and details such as Tokugawa Shogunate; Meiji Restoration; isolationism; laissez faire
economics; collectivization; Marxism; perestroika; conditions in the early factory systems of England;
conditions in Russia under communism

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in two specific nations by establishing a framework that is beyond

a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 4:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the treatment of the different aspects of the task may be uneven,

discussing economic reform in the first nation more thoroughly than in the second nation
• Incorporates accurate information from at least four documents
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to economic reform in two specific nations
• Includes relevant and accurate historical facts, examples, and details, but the discussion may be more

descriptive than analytical
• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, but may use the

documents in a less integrated manner than in a Level 5 response
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in two specific nations by establishing a framework that is beyond

a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Score of 3:
• Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way
• Includes some analysis and interpretation of the documents
• Incorporates some information from the documents
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than analytical
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in specific nations by repeating the historical context and

concludes by simply restating the theme

Some Examples of Limited Treatment of Task for Level 3

(1) Identifies two nations, discusses a way each nation attempted to bring about economic
reform over time, and evaluates the impact of that reform in the two nations

(2) Identifies two nations, discusses a way each nation attempted to bring about economic
reform over time, and describes the economic system that was in place in each nation
before the change

(3) Discusses all aspects of the task for one specific nation and only one aspect for the
second nation

(4) Identifies, but does not discuss, an economic reform in two nations, describes the
economic system that was in place in each nation before the reform, and evaluates the
impact of the reform in each nation

[63]



Score of 2:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task
• Makes limited use of the documents or may only restate the contents of the documents
• Presents little or no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details, and may include information that contains some inaccuracies
• Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus; may contain digressions or extraneous information
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or the introduction and/or conclusion may not refer to the theme

of economic reform

Score of 1:
• Shows a limited understanding of the task making some attempt to discuss one of the aspects of the task
• Makes vague or no references to the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few or no accurate or relevant facts, details, and examples
• Attempts to address the task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization
• May lack an introduction and/or conclusion or the introduction and/or conclusion may not refer to the theme

of economic reform

Score of 0:  Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper

Some Examples of Limited Treatment of Task for Level 2

(1) Discusses all aspects of the task for one nation in a limited way
(2) Describes the economic systems of two specific nations
(3) Identifies two specific nations and discusses a way in which each nation has attempted

to bring about economic reform
(4) Identifies an economic reform in two specific nations and evaluates the impact of those

reforms in each nation
(5) Identifies one nation and completes two aspects of the task for that nation

[64]



[65]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A



[66]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A



[67]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – A



Anchor Level 5-A

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task for economic reforms in England by discussing

how legislation improved working conditions caused by laissez-faire and in Russia by
discussing how Stalin’s collectivization plan changed small private farms and led to
Gorbachev’s move to capitalism

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the economic systems and the impact of

economic reform in England and Russia (enclosure movement; destruction of land by the
kulaks; breakup of the Soviet Union)

• Richly supports the theme of economic reform with the use of many relevant and accurate
facts, examples, and details (continuing problems from emancipation of the serfs; failures of
Stalin’s plans; acceptance of perestroika; division of classes in Britain as a result of
industrialization; reasons for willingness of people to work in poor conditions in factories)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of
organization by discussing all aspects of the task for Russia and then doing the same for
Great Britain

• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Russia and Great Britain by establishing a
framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with
a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5. The details used to describe
Stalin’s plan of collectivization and laissez-faire are excellent and are strengthened by the
connections made between events in Russia and England. Although the year 1831 for
emancipation of the serfs is inaccurate, it is a minor error and does not detract from the overall
quality of the response. Both the introduction and the conclusion are particularly strong because
they are used to draw conclusions.
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[69]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B



[70]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B



[71]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B



[72]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B



Anchor Level 5-B

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by describing the working conditions in

factories under laissez-faire and discussing how Parliament’s legislation changed those
conditions in Great Britain and discussing Stalin’s collectivization of small farms leading to
Gorbachev’s changes under perestroika

• Incorporates accurate information from documents 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the economic systems and impact of

economic reform in Great Britain and Russia (protest of the kulaks in the Ukraine; collapse
of the Soviet regime as a result of Gorbachev’s programs)

• Richly supports the theme of economic reform with the use of many relevant and accurate
facts, examples, and details (change in privatization of industry in the Soviet Union;
predetermined output demands; theoretical concept of Adam Smith’s laissez-faire;
compensation of workers by employers a hindrance to the economy)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of
organization by addressing all aspects of the task for Great Britain and then doing the same
for Russia

• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain and Russia by establishing a
framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with
a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5. The introduction is effective
because it summarizes the economic programs in Great Britain and Russia. The use of
information is thorough and analytical. The outside information tends to be general and mostly
concerns Russia, but the conclusions and connections that are drawn are particularly strong.
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[74]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A



[75]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A



[76]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – A



Anchor Level 4-A

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the description of the economic systems that

were in place in Great Britain and Japan before the change is somewhat weak
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 2, 3, and 4
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to economic reform in Great Britain and

Japan (enclosure movement; Commodore Perry; Japan’s lack of natural resources)
• Includes relevant and accurate historical facts, examples and details, but the discussion is

more descriptive than analytical (poor working conditions in Great Britain because of
laissez-faire; Parliament passed legislation; Japan’s abandonment of isolation; Meiji
modernization of Japan)

• Is a satisfactory essay, demonstrating a plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain and Japan by establishing a

framework that is a little beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and
concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 4. Although the response
only briefly addresses specific economic systems, the facts and details that are given describe
the economic conditions in Great Britain and Japan. The strength of the response is in the
specific details that are included.

[77]



[78]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B



[79]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B



[80]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B



[81]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – B



Anchor Level 4-B

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the discussion of the economic system in Great

Britain is weaker than the discussion of the economic system in Russia
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 4, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to economic reform (Mongol domination

of Russia; fall of communism)
• Includes relevant and accurate historical facts, examples and details, but the discussion is

more descriptive than analytical (growth of factories as a result of the abundance of iron
ore; unhappiness of British factory owners because of legislation; rapid industrialization
because of the Five-Year Plans; predetermined output under communism)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization, but tends
to be a summary of the documents

• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain and Russia with a simple
restatement of the historical context and concludes with a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. Although the information
about the British laws is summarized and many general statements are made, the historical
background that is given and the conclusions that are drawn strengthen the response.
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[83]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C



[84]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C



[85]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C



[86]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 4 – C



Anchor Level 4-C

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the discussion of economic systems in Great

Britain is weaker than the discussion for Japan
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to economic reform in Great Britain and

Japan (self-sufficiency in Japan under the Tokugawa; westernization and modernization of
Japan under the Meiji; invasion of Manchuria for natural resources)

• Includes relevant and accurate historical facts, examples and details, but the discussion is
more descriptive than analytical (self-sufficiency of Japan under Tokugawa rule;
modernization and westernization by the Meiji; lack of safety precautions in British
factories; relation of Japanese culture to isolation)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization by
discussing the economic systems and changes for Japan and then doing the same for Great
Britain and then evaluating the impact of those economic changes in both countries

• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Japan and Great Britain by establishing a
framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes by
restating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 4. Although the
information about British legislation is summarized, the response makes good connections
between the isolation of the Tokugawa and the westernization of the Meiji.
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[88]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A



[89]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – A



 Anchor Level 3-A

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way by discussing economic reforms in Great

Britain and Japan
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (cottage industry; end of role of women as

only homemakers)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but most of the discussion is more descriptive

than analytical (elimination of cottage system by the Industrial Revolution; new lifestyles as
a result of the Industrial Revolution; requirement for children to attend school; isolation and
self-sufficiency of Japan under Tokugawa)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain and Japan that goes somewhat

beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes by simply restating the
theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The discussion of the economic
systems in Japan contains few details, but the response does mention the economic change
between Tokugawa and Meiji. Although some analytical statements are made, most of the
information is not supported with appropriate details.

[90]



[91]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B



[92]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B



[93]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3-B

The response:
• Addresses most aspects of the task in a limited way by discussing economic reform and the

impact of that reform in Great Britain and the Soviet Union, but not giving details about the
economic systems that were in place before the change

• Incorporates some information from documents 4, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (kulaks in Russia)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than

analytical (movement of people in Great Britain from the farms to the cities; required
schooling as result of Parliamentary laws; Five Year Plans)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain and the Soviet Union by

mentioning the Industrial Revolution and perestroika and concludes by making a statement
about the positive effects of perestroika on the Soviet Union and the new labor laws on 19th
century great Britain.

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 3. The response relies
mostly on information from the documents. Statements are made but little detailed information
is given to support them.



[94]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C



[95]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 3 – C



Anchor Level 3-C

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way by discussing economic reform in Great

Britain and Japan
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (westernization and modernization

under the Meiji)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but most of the discussion is more descriptive

than analytical (no trade under Tokugawa; exporting goods under the Meiji; impact of
laissez-faire on working conditions; changes caused by legislation)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Japan and Great Britain by establishing a

framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes by
simply restating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The description of the results
of laissez-faire in Great Britain is good. Although the discussion about economic reform in
Japan contains few details, there is a brief reference to changes in Japan’s economic life under
Meiji rule.
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[97]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A



[98]

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A



Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – A

[99]

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by discussing economic conditions under

Tokugawa rule in Japan and describing working conditions in Great Britain and the changes
caused by legislation

• Makes limited use of documents 1, 2, 4, and 5
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (isolation of Japan; child labor in Great Britain;

Parliamentary legislation)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Japan and Great Britain by repeating the

historical context and concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. The response does not make
any distinction between the economic conditions under the Meiji Restoration and Tokugawa
Japan. The discussion of reform in Great Britain is merely a summary of documents 4 and 5.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 2-B

The response:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by discussing economic conditions under

Tokugawa Japan and describing working conditions and the changes brought by legislation
in Great Britain

• Makes limited use of documents 1, 4, and 5
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (Tokugawa laws; conditions of women and

children in British factories; and British legislation), and includes information that contains
some inaccuracies

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization, but
contains extraneous information (current inspection of foreign ships)

• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Japan and Great Britain by repeating the task
and concludes by attempting to evaluate the success of the reforms

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 2. The response uses
limited information from some of the documents and then draws inaccurate conclusions from
this information. The inclusion of irrelevant information detracts from the overall quality of the
response.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C



Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2-C

The response:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by describing conditions in British factories

and discussing how legislation corrected those conditions and then discussing isolation
under Tokugawa Japan

• Makes limited use of documents 1, 4, and 5
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (British Parliamentary legislation; conditions in

British factories; restriction of trade under the Tokugawa laws)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain and Japan by repeating the

historical context and concludes by repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Although the discussion of Great
Britain uses the legislation to show how economic conditions changed, the discussion of Japan
discusses only the Tokugawa laws. As a third nation, the section discussing Stalin’s Five-Year
Plans in Russia can not be rated.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – A



Anchor Level 1-A

The response:
• Shows limited understanding of the task by briefly describing conditions in British factories

and explaining how legislation changed those conditions
• Makes limited use of documents 4 and 5
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few relevant facts, details, and examples (terms of the Factory Act; conditions in

British factories)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain by repeating the historical context

and concludes by attempting to evaluate the results of economic reform

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1. The response attempts to
address the task but only discusses one nation. The conditions in the British factories are briefly
described and the Factory Act is mentioned to explain how conditions were improved.
Although information from the documents is used, the response lacks continuity and detail.
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Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1-B

The response:
• Shows limited understanding of the task by briefly summarizing the terms of the Tokugawa

laws in Japan and the ideas of Adam Smith
• Makes limited use of documents 1 and 3
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few relevant facts, details, and examples (Tokugawa policy towards foreign trade;

the ideas of Adam Smith)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Japan and Great Britain by repeating the

historical context and concludes by simply repeating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1. Some attempt is made to
address the task, but most aspects of the task are not addressed.
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A



Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Document–Based Essay—Practice Paper – E

[120]



Practice Paper A—Score Level 4

Practice Paper B—Score Level 3

The response:
• Addresses most aspects of the task in a limited way by discussing economic systems in

Great Britain and the Soviet Union
• Incorporates some information from documents 1, 5, and 6
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (collapse of the Soviet Union)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than

analytical (effect of Parliamentary laws on required schooling; Five-Year Plans of Stalin;
Gorbachev’s changes)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Great Britain and the Soviet Union by

repeating the task and concludes with a rambling assessment of the benefits of reform

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 3. Overall, the response
lacks details to describe economic conditions in Great Britain and the Soviet Union. The
economic systems that were in place before the change are not addressed and general
statements are used to discuss the impact of the reforms. The paragraph about Japan as a third
country can not be scored.

The response:
• Addresses all aspects of the task, although the discussion of economic reform in Japan is

weaker than the discussion for the Soviet Union
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 1, 2, 6, and 7
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to economic reform in the Soviet Union

and Japan (Lenin’s New Economic Policy; Commodore Perry)
• Includes relevant and accurate historical facts, examples and details, but the discussion is

more descriptive than analytical (purpose of the Five-Year Plan; reasons for Gorbachev’s
changes; use of new technology by Japan)

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform in the Soviet Union and Japan by establishing a

framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with
a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 4. The introduction is
particularly strong because it states why nations need to change economic systems. The
integration of information, including details and explanations of these details, is especially
strong. Although the two paragraphs addressing the economic system of Great Britain (third
nation) can not be rated, they do not detract from the quality of the response.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 2

Practice Paper D—Score Level 3

The response:
• Addresses some aspects of the task in a limited way by discussing the programs for

economic reform in the Soviet Union and describing working conditions and the impact of
legislation in Great Britain

• Incorporates some information from documents 4, 5, and 6, but most of the information is a
simple restatement of the contents of the documents

• Incorporates some relevant outside information (kulaks protested against collectivization)
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but the discussion is more descriptive than

analytical (Stalin’s Five-Year Plans; collectivization; conditions in British factories; British
legislation)

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform by repeating the historical context and concludes

by simply restating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 3. The response is more
descriptive than analytical and tends to paraphrase the documents. All aspects of the task are
not addressed and the use of specific information is limited.

The response:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the task by discussing economic conditions in Japan

under Tokugawa rule and describing conditions of working children in Great Britain before
and after legislation

• Makes limited use of documents 1, 2, 4, and 5
• Presents little relevant outside information (limited resources on the island of Japan)
• Includes few facts, examples, and details (isolation and trade limits of Tokugawa laws;

effects of British legislation on working conditions)
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme of economic reform by repeating the historical context and concludes

by simply restating the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The discussion of restrictions on
Japanese trade because of the Tokugawa laws shows a limited understanding of economic
reform. Much of the information about the effects of the Factory Act is taken directly from the
documents.
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 Practice Paper E—Score Level 5

The response:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by discussing how Russia and Great Britain

changed from a feudalistic economy to an industrial economy
• Incorporates accurate information from documents 4, 5, 6, and 7
• Incorporates relevant outside information related to the economic systems and impact of

economic reform in Russia and Great Britain (emancipation of the serfs in Russia;
westernization programs of Peter the Great and Catherine the Great; inventions of the
Industrial Revolution)

• Richly supports the theme of economic reform with the use of many relevant and accurate
facts, examples, and details (Russia’s need for warm-water ports; relation of Russia’s
climate to need for industrialization; reasons for Stalin’s Five Year plans; England’s
abundance of coal and iron and the relation to the Industrial Revolution; connection of
railroads to Industrial Revolution)

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of
organization by addressing all aspects of the task for Russia and then doing the same for
Great Britain

• Introduces the theme of economic reform in Russia and Great Britain by establishing a
framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the historical context and concludes with
a summation of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits most of the criteria for Level 5. The strength of the
response is in the abundance of outside information, although some of it is not directly related
to economic systems. The analysis used in the historical development of the economic systems
is especially strong, discussing the isolation of Russia during feudalism, the changes under
Stalin’s Five-Year Plans, and the mercantilist policies of Great Britain from the colonial period
through the Industrial Revolution.
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