
FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
(Common Core)
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SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and select the link “Scoring Information” for any recently posted
information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rating process for this 
examination begins and several times throughout the Regents Examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts (Common Core). More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process and 
procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core).

Scoring the Multiple-Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional 

scanning center or large-city scanning center. The scoring key for this exam is provided below. If the 
student’s responses for the multiple-choice questions are being hand scored prior to being
scanned, the scorer must be careful not to make any marks on the answer sheet except to record
the scores in the designated score boxes. Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will interfere
with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and 
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be 
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (Common Core)

Rating of Essay and Response Questions

(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the 
procedures outlined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: Anchor papers are ordered from

high to low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of five practice papers individually. Raters should score the five papers independently

without looking at the scores provided after the five papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual 

scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 only contain scores, not commentaries.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and 
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or re-
sponse or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own 
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of
papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the
student’s answer paper.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guide,
regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6–A 

 

The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (However, the risks and uncertainties of the unknown, 

future effects of GMOs make those assumptions a bitter and possible deadly consequence). The essay demonstrates in-depth and 

insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims 

(Proponents of GMOs claim GMOs will end world hunger … Yet, Andrea Sonnino, “chief of research at the U.N. food agency, said 

total food production at present is enough to feed the entire global population” … Therefore, the answer to world hunger is not the 

creation of GMOs or an increase in crop production, with all the serious risks to the environment and the consumers, but a better, 

humane distribution of food to those suffering from hunger). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective 

use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Moreover, a vicious and potentially deadly cycle has been 

produced: GM crops are created that are resistant to even more volatile and dangerous toxic pesticides, including one that mimics 

Agent Orange; Everyone agrees that there is “inadequate testing and regulation”; Farmers rightly fear cross-pollination that 

naturally, and uncontrollably, occurs between organic and GM crops). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid 

plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 2, lines 22-23 and Text 4, lines 6-7)]. The essay exhibits 

skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay by clearly establishing both the claim and 

counterclaim in the introduction, then providing support for the argument in four body paragraphs that challenge the possible 

environmental and nutritional benefits of GM crops, and ending with a conclusion that clearly reiterates the claim (It is very clear, 

then, that GMOs harm the environment and will harm those who consume them. Any slight current benefits of some GMOs do not 

offset the harm of unregulated and untested GM products). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated 

language and structure (Our world is plagued by hunger and disease. Nature, itself, creates devastation: droughts and floods, extreme 

heat and cold). The essay demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 6–B 

 

The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (the best solution to this issue, for the time being, is to allow 

for the production and consumption of genetically modified foods, but with measures of precaution taken to ensure public health 

safety). The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the 

claim from alternate or opposing claims (Many object to genetically modified foods for the negative effects it may have on the health 

and well-being of both the human population and the enviroment and However, many of these negatives are only theoretical fears, as a 

lack of definitive research makes it difficult to say one thing or the other). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully (This means 

that many Americans are unaware of what they’re consuming, in heavy contrast to the majority of the world, where the labeling and 

selling of GMO products is a serious issue), making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support 

analysis (GMOs were developed to have many positive effects; namely ending world hunger, lowering food prices, and accelerating 

food production and In the US, most products contain GMOs due to the genetic modification of corn, soy, and canola – all of which are 

heavily consumed in other products). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct 

quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 2, lines 22-23) and (Text 3, lines 44-46)]. The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and 

information to create a cohesive and coherent essay with an opening paragraph that states the claim and introduces arguments relating 

to whether or not the human population is truly benefitting from these advances or if it puts humans at higher risk, followed by three 

body paragraphs and a concluding paragraph that reiterates the claim (Only time will be able to prove whether or not these products 

are genuinely completely safe for public consumption, so in the mean time, it certainly would not be in poor taste to take some 

precautions). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (The primary issue, despite 

all the theoretical potential health effects, lies in the ability of Americans to choose whether or not they want to ingest these products). 

The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (advances or if it, foods … it, enviroment, contaiminate) 

only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–A 

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Food should not be genetically modified because of the 

risks and the unfulfilled promises of help it has brought). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support 

the claim (The population in our world will always be increasing, so hunger will correlate with population. World hunger can be 

stopped without the use of GM foods) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (The USDA claims that “… they 

are safe, … While this would be easy to believe, people have to realize what is happening, or can happen, by injecting materials into 

items that they will consume). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully (Many organizations will argue that GM foods are not 

harmful and can help solve world problems, but there is no sufficient evidence of any positive outcomes from GM foods), making 

highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (The reasoning behind this idea is not 

harmful by itself, “The idea is to make the plant resistant to insect damage and to limit the amout of harmful pesticides farmers have to 

spray” … but studies show “pesticide use dramatically increased – about 318 million pounds – the first thirteen years after GM crops 

were introduced”). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 

paraphrased material [(Text 1, lines 1-2) and (Text 2, lines 21-23)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to 

create a cohesive and coherent essay, starting with an introductory paragraph that establishes the claim and counterclaim. Each of the 

three supporting paragraphs addresses an aspect of the counterclaim and then refutes it (Although it has been said, “Proponents of 

genetically modified foods say they are safe and can boost harvests even in bad conditions” … it has shown“…only a modest increase 

in yields since the 1990s”). The conclusion appropriately sums up the essay (Foods should not be genetically modified if there are not 

going to be sufficient beneficial results that are unharmful to humans). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent 

and precise language and sound structure (By placing genetic materials into crops, the composition of crops will be altered and could 

create a more harmful substance that people will consume). The essay demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional 

errors (amout, Issues with health is, genetically modifying.) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–B 

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (However, scientists have proven that humans do not ingest 

any of the materials used to modify these plants. Therefore, food should be allowed to be genetically modified). The essay demonstrates 

thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (If the 

food is fine, does not harm you, and is clearly labelled “modified food,” one’s fear and stress should be releaved). The essay presents 

ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (If crops are able to create their 

own protection from insects, then less pesticides will have to be used on farms and These GMO foods have the ability to “boost 

harvests even in bad conditions”). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct 

quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 3, lines 18-19) and (Text 2, lines 19-23)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and 

information to create a cohesive and coherent essay, starting with an introductory paragraph stating a claim, followed by three 

paragraphs supporting the claim and one paragraph addressing the counterclaim, and concluding with a reiteration of the introductory 

claim (In conclusion, foods should be able to be genetically modified. These foods do not harm humans or animals based upon the 

facts and evidence provided). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure 

(Finally, through the production of genetically modified organisms, one can essentially end world hunger). The essay demonstrates 

control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (completly, population there, nessicary, potiential, releaved) only when using 

sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–C 

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (The Genetic Modification of food has been scientifically 

backed up by several credible organizations stating GMOs pose no real threats. All opinions and reasons that say otherwise are only 

theoretical). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (GMOs are unavoidable in our 

modern world and since they have not been proven to cause damage to our bodies there is no reason to avoid them) and to distinguish 

the claim from alternate or opposing claims (All worries that have been presented by anti-GMO activists are only theoretical “what 

ifs” that have no scientific data to back them up). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and 

relevant evidence to support analysis (The FDA, USDA, prominent scientists and science organizations have all regarded GMOs as 

being safe and presenting no real health risks and to be able to meet the needs of booming populations, we will need the drought-

resistant, pest resitant crops that are already being proposed). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, although multiple, as opposed to single, line numbers would make the 

citations more exact [(Text one, lines 20-21) and (Text 3, line 24)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to 

create a cohesive and coherent essay with an introduction that establishes the claim and counterclaim, four body paragraphs that build 

support for the argument, focusing on GMO’s prevalence, apparent safety, benefits, and importance in combating world hunger. The 

conclusion summarizes the essay by pointing out how the benefits of GM crops greatly outweigh the risks and the use of them should 

not cease, as they could bring about many positive outcomes for our growing future. The essay establishes and maintains a formal 

style, using precise and appropriate language and structure (Americans have eaten genetically modified foods for decades before even 

knowing about the practice of genetic modification), although sometimes imprecise (affect for “effect”, now for “no”, million for 

“billion”). The essay demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (crops. One; signifigant; records … has 

been; Aside from that the) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 4–A 

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (GMO’s can be beneficial to a certain extent, but overall our lack of 

knowledge should be carefully observed when promoting the distribution of GMOs). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate 

analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (People who 

promote it, mentioned in text 1 and text 3 argue mostly that the benefits outweigh the little, if non-existant risks). The essay presents 

ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Serious gaestrointestinal diseases could 

occur as a result, as well as other digestive diseases and According to text 2 lines 8-11, GMOs have to be labeled by law in 40 different 

countries). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased 

material (In text 1, lines 12-13 and In text 3 lines 3-4) although some quotes are inaccurately copied. The essay exhibits acceptable 

organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay with an opening paragraph that states the claim, one paragraph that 

addresses the counterclaim, one paragraph that supports the claim, and a conclusion that restates ideas from the opening paragraph (In 

conclusion, advances in science happen every day as researchers try to find scientific solutions to age-old problems). The final two 

paragraphs are not conventionally formatted, but are indicated by a gap between the final word of the previous paragraph and the first 

word of the following paragraph. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and 

structure (Many of these scientists are using their expertise to alleviate problems that are widespread, like world hunger). The essay 

demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (Organisms came about, not much is know, The usage … have been 

debated) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4–B 

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Food should be genetically modified because it poses almost no risks and 

leads to the use of fewer pesticides and more nutritionally-dense foods). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of 

the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (This claim differs from that 

of people that believe food should not be genetically modified because it is supported by empirical research and many educated people 

who have based their views upon critical analysis of data regarding GMOs). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate 

use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (This can be of tremendous benefit to consumers, crops, and the environment 

because it decreases the degree to which plants are infected by harmful pesticides that can be toxic to consumers). The essay 

demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with paraphrased material (supported by Text 2 in lines 4-5 

and stated in Text 3, line 7). While the evidence used from Text 2, lines 21-23 is properly cited, the copied evidence (infertility, … 

changes in organs) is not indicated by quotation marks. The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a 

coherent essay with an opening paragraph that states a claim and a counterclaim and discusses specific advantages of GM crops. The 

body paragraph addresses a second counterclaim (The degree to which genetically modified foods are harmful is doubtful) and the 

concluding paragraph discusses benefits of GM crops for consumers, closing with a summation (Genetic modification of food poses no 

threats to the consumer and it increases the resilience of crops while giving them nutrients). The essay establishes and maintains a 

formal style, using precise and appropriate language and structure (However, these conclusion are drawn from animal research with 

GM foods and it is invalid to extend these conclusions to humans because there have been no illnesses recorded due to GMO foods). 

The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (GMOs. For example, people … in Text 2, lines 21-23; assertation; 

as he states; scientic) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – C

Anchor Level 4–C 

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Food shouldn’t be genetically modified because of inadequate testing and 

regulations that pose a threat to humans health). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to 

support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims [Many scientists may argue that GMO’s have a clean 

record and Experts also Argue that these genetically egineered foods will help cure world hunger, (Text 3, 31-32). Yet, I disagree]. The 

essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Also, in Europe they have banned 

GM food due to the health risks associated with them). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when 

dealing with paraphrased material [(Text 2, lines 21-2) and (Tex 2, line 6-8)], although in some citations, text and line numbers are 

reversed [(47-48, Text 3)]. The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay. The essay 

has an introduction about the worldwide demand for food, two body paragraphs supporting the claim, a third body paragraph 

addressing the counterclaims, and a conclusion summing up various problems with GM foods (The point is that GM foods are doing 

more damage than fixes). The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (Due 

to our worldwide increase food is among the things that are highly demanded, This is extremely Concerning to the public, who’s for 

“whose”, their for “they’re”). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (organisms help … but it, humans 

health, GMO’s … how it’s in) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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